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He. 1 JARKUVARY 1980 34TH YEAR

LET'S LOOK ON THE BRIGHT SIDE

By P. R. LESSER

1972 has come to an end and what do we geée in retrospect and in the lsmediate
future? Inflation has bscome & world-wide disease, s global ecopomic pattern.
In an sge of enorsously self-proliferating technology, cur basic energy sources
are st staks or subject to 8 re-ordering iu priorities. With more people thap ever
before sharing ip modern productivity, adherance to political 'isme' and pan~
religious revivals may cause painful confrontation but #ill not prevent continued
progress on a universal scale, Therefore, inflation as an economic expediency to
tlubricate’ the distribution process may continue with sa for gquite soms time.
30 let's pul up with it and continue with the hobby of coilecting sbamps ae before,
¥e nmay feel horrified at the pricee for select material, but we may sleéc have
forgotten the lhd4. bus ride not ag very long age.

Gf course, as more people become addicted to the nobby, the greater asnd more
furivue the decmnd for clssamicsl materisl., Had our forefathers kuown what phile
ately would be %today, the hobby might never have atarted over 100 years ago, or the
sequestered reslz of & few acquisitional minds become a worldewide industry. Yet
this does not prevent atill greaiter e¢fforts and mounstary sacrifices te excel and
resck for higher pesks in terms of philstelic sccomplishments, Hever before has
there besn such communicative sccess to Wworthwhile msteriel and philatelic research.
A look st the iruly cpulent suction cataleogues -~ CORINPHILA, RAFF or MUELLER -
sonfirs the new Sremd, Stamp catalogues are now appearing in celoured print,

The duil black and white stamp catalopues of the past would net enthuse anybody sny
more. How wealtby has ihe hobby becomel  And how wealthy ere we, the philatelists!
Unce upon. & time, stamp magezines and philatelic publications wers full of ads

of fering material, i.e. material worth cellecting seriously. And today?  WANTED
s the weesage! ! , -

No wonder, therefore, that Switzerlsnd, with its long prevailing stamp valid-
ity limitation, leng from & modern postsge issuance poliey point of view, has 8o
auch to offer to those who sssoviate the colleating of postage stamps with a
gelf-gppointed responsibility to preserve and safeguard the evidence of a past
evolution in human communicaiiong.

The new breed of colleotor, the investor, may be viewed as a threst to phil-
ately sg a whole, but how many asong them were not philstelists to start with, or
st leaet knowledgeable s to the value of a postage stamp ss a collector's item?

On the other hand, the scquisition of selected philatelic msterial purely for
inflation~proof ‘sheltsr' resscons rewoves much materisl from the sullecting public.
Tet, any truly involved philatelist dues not mind gompeting and may. ih fact,

make cul better in the long run just as real love overcoses many imwediate problems.

3o don't let us lose bheart in the face of the continuing climb in prices.
A £5 stamp in the late 30's meant as much sscrifice as a £100 'investsent' today.
Or have we forgotien? 1980 will present us with ancther escalstion in prices,
that'a for sure; av ¥hy not take another close Iock at whet you have alresdy
carefully mounted snd identified and do & bit of glosating v After sll, that'a
what philately is 511 sbout ... :

ERE R N L L
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SWISS CLASSICS’

{Inland orders subject to 1%% VAT}

*2 GRIZORTAL: (Type IV) brilliantly fresh besutiful eopy -
”"m‘ wide %mnﬁ- smwm & Rellstab certificates. (Cat, £8500) £ 5000.00
H 5 n,-,f g ‘.  ZONT Al s &?yye v;, uwaused , brilli&ﬁtly fresh, wide

. {Cat. £700} £ 240,00
LAk (Type IV}, &mﬂmr used copy with
, {Cat. £700) £ 900.00
.-“? %aggmagggggs Attractive 1;g§f}y cancelled copy oo part ‘
cover front ces ven {Cat. £68G+) £ 350,00
unf,tfn,é;_‘?;;;i.,;;zg GRE Pine used copy on small place .
Cet, £1178) £ 390.%0

£} 4K GREED Outstanding drilliantly fresh ¥ide-
m&?ginﬁa awpg, faxm*ﬁﬁt »raaa af filing crease. Rellstabd

certificate ves vos {Cat. £1175) £ 1100,00
A8 GERBVA EAGLE: Unused envelope cut-out, wide margins, slight :
R LS {(zgt& ﬁ?ﬁ} g ;mem
4845 BAZEL DOVE: Brilliastly fresh, full margined copy, very slight
%hinm&agg, Hunxxkar cartificats. ... an {Cat. £4000) £ 2600,00

il DOVEs Copy of cutstsnding besuty snd colour, lightly

eanaallaé, tiny thinming. Bagnificent example of this world rarity. .
Cat, £4000 £ 3000,0C
Cst. £1150 & 950,00
Cat. 1200} £ 1200,00

“?uxl margmaa,_ari&g amhﬁaaiﬁg,

tiﬁg trasgﬁai thinaing, e&a&tll&é with vﬁry ravs gingl o
525,00

third ;eawz dimtrict. Hunsiker gsriificate. 'xﬁat» &
; --J 58: (Type 19) searce iarau grille postmark. Rellstab
PR xs3 (ﬂat, zé%) £ §2§0%
: 1;: Deepr jet black shade, full margins, tiny thinning. ’ L
{cut, L6507 £ 290,00
Pull mergins, tiny thisning, rare attraativﬁ unaﬂaeri ;

gggggnxk.thiﬁ atmwp ef rare $$$ﬁ$ i%;a This fraakiﬁg eaa »vaa is
Lat&lﬁgn&ﬁ at S¥r,9000,~ on full cover, Rellstad scertificate £ 575.00
- I D _CROSS Tyga 23} full margine, slight faults wiih exirssely
; bie print yariety, snd extremely pronoumced shift. In spite
uf f&%ltﬁ it is prebahly not possible to find & better exsmmpls of
this zgm&ty. Hoeer Rz certificate. - {Cat. £2400 approx) &£ 825,00

Y % 3

‘?ha‘eatreme¢v rare first fine print, lightly eaaﬁtlieﬁ

RAKED CROS v
fuil w&rgiﬁad copy. Moser iMs certificate, {Cat, 3Pr,5000,~ & 1350,00
* CROS: Similar upused copy in very fime print ng not :

Pull marging, ﬁl&@ﬁt faults. iCat, ﬁsﬁﬁf & %516&
FRAMED CROSS: (ype 31) full wargiss, lightly cencellsd, faintest ,
tr&ﬁﬁ 9;‘)? himaﬁ'a PR P Gat. %m £ 2?5;%
, ED CROSS¢ Jet black shade, full mergins. Cat, £62% £ 625,00

FRAZE :lriqg {Zype 18} full margined jet black shade, superbly
eanweile&, In spite of very falnt verticsl creasse an cutatanding
example of this beautiful stamp, Rellstabd Cert. (cat. 625} £ 625,00

Jatalogue gquotations are taﬂeﬁ from THE ABMATEUR COLLECTOR LD Switserland
Catalogue 1980, now on sals at £ 4.85 poat free ($13.75 Sea Mail, §16.65 Air Mail.

The above materisl can be forwarded on ayyraval, againﬁt suitghl& references,
or subjsct unsold will be op show on 5 . ;

" H.LKATCHER
?ehrﬁary‘ﬁtk » Gth ,.a‘ BOYAL HORTICULTURAL NBY BEALL

¥e bope o welcome our many friende from 'Helvetia', both o0ld and new, where o
&t our large Stand they cap see our unrivalled wide range of Swiss material,

# & % % & 5 ¥ E X R R K
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THE F‘OSTAL HISTORY OF GENEVA
: By C. . LaBlonde Part ¥

« Ig 1836 the Canton decided to have a go at runming its own postal affaire
and a fiveemsr commiesion was appointed to carry out this task commencing on

January 1, 1831,

We will now exemine postal activities during the period 1830 to

1860, omitting events surrounding iesuance and use of the firet atnaya in 1843,

whick will be covered acpuratcly.. TA

The changeover in management knﬁ little effect on tha p@ntal aarkings

used on letters originating in Geneva.
postmarks continued in use until 1840

.4 wide variesty of twoeline departure
. ¥inkler lists 17 different cancels of this

type, the differences being gquite minor and ueually involving the day and year

{either or both etraight or slanted).
required by the postal treaty with Prance.,

Faruey, Qfﬁreazsarf

Ope important change occurred in the mark -

The tormer 'F.F.4' which ikdicated
‘Fischer par Perney, 4 Kreutser' was changed tc 'G.F.4' which meant ‘Geneva via

Gatos e

£

The a&aagﬁ wae effective from Jenuary 1, 1831, and continued

for st least six -anths
(l‘ig. 13)» %& to the
relative acarcity of
this mark, its exact.
period of use has not
been  determined, Note
that the Fremch exchange
office at PFerney .
applied the usual mark
‘Suisse par Ferney''

and the numeral '2t%,
indicating the amount
due %o the Swise for
earryisg the letter to
the border. All of
theue marks were in black.

* As noted previcusly
in 1830 the mail in
Geneva was delivered by

Mg, 13 E&%ter to Lyea June 17, 18%1.
Genevs postmark. (¥W.Neo.2628).

June 18, 1831,

Pwo-line

Arrived

9 decimes postage.

French transit mark, and Treaty mark

. ‘Gay.4 ®*
at 63/64 Bue du Rbéne.

district and the other in the Place 3t. Gervais.

times e&@h day.

*

wL‘x\}}%}
Q¢ %ﬂ*‘ '

LN .
%ﬁ“*@me; B _
Fig. 34,‘~&«%$erut9%&aaa55~“ §3¢¢¢: (Turs) 3»1; 21
' 1673, Goneva, tuo-1ine E Jméﬁws
ecines poatage; us u&nny> trensit
nerk and treaty mark 'L.0'.

four ladies, A fifth

" letter carrier was sdded

in 1834, Until 1835
letters could be mailed
only at the main post
of fice whish was located

Two sailboxes were installed during 1835, cne in the Rive
These boxes were emptied three
To provide mail service outside the eity. a rural postal service

was orgsnised in 187%2.
Initially employing 10
letter carriers, the
purposes of the ‘'Landpost’
were to deliver letiers,
eolleet postage due op
these letterz, snd emply
rural sailbozes. By
1835 the Landpost was
handliog more than
80,000 letters each yesr.

Scmetize arcund the
middle of 1831 the $ronty
marking 'G.F.4"' was re~
placed by the letters
‘L.8' in 8 rectangblar
tox. An example is shows
in Pig: 4. Winkler lists
& total of thres such
warks, the differences
g;;af in ;inn and ocolour,

E
% laf it aa ugy;ind
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red., This mark may be interpreted as ‘Lettre Genevoise' or a letter from Geneva.

:iia, of course, showed the origin of the letter as required by the treaty with
ance,

During the decade 1830 to 1840 the number of prepaid letters began to

show a slight increase, To indicate a prepaid letter several methods were used,
Vaonebimuu alone and sometimes all together.

io— - G i e W e e

Pig. 15 shown an inter-
esting example, The
letter 18 prepaid as
indicated by the 'P.P*
in a circle and by the
diagonal line scross

1 the face of the letter.
The 'P,P' was applied

in black until 1840 and
in red after that, 1If
one believes the depsri-
ure dste on this letter
it is very old es the
year reads B37, Uf course
it is really 1837 with
the *1!' missing. The

% =
’ / e
Y ‘?éﬁgi”igfji
ez

ol

;‘ Cre /«w o ,ﬁ ,9.,_

Letter to Paris, January 4, (1)837. Geneva
two-line postmark (¥W.No.26%4). Arrived Jan.
7, 1837. Usual Ferney transit mark. 'P.P'
in circle and diagonal lime both indicate

Yng 15.

1 French transit mark

'Suisse par Ferney' on
this letier is in red an
is the French mark 'A.E.D.'
which means ‘'Affranchi
Etranger jusqu'i Destin-
ation® or foreign postage

prepayment, :

prepaid all the way to the
delivery point,

In 1878 the five-man postal commission was abolished and operation of the
postal system waa given to the Ministry of Finance. During this year the Geneva
post office handled 816,020 pieces of meil (not counting local letters) and the
Landpost handled another 107,980 pieces. Sixteen letter carriers were employed
by the Landpost in 1839, Geneva suggested to the French that a direot mail route
to Paris be established but this did not come to pass due to objections reised by
some French districts., Postage for a local letter was reduced from 10 centimes to
5 centimes and a sixth sailman was employed in 1840,

The post office was moved in 1843 to the Place Bel-Air where it remained
until 18653 & Credit Lyoonais Bank now stands on this spot. Guillaume Fasteur,
Postmaater of Geneva, made treaties with 1l other cantons and the Kingdom of
Sardinia to simplify postage rates snd to apeed deiivery of mail. The government
decreed that five new mailboxes located at Hotel-de-Ville, Bourg-de-Four, Longmalle,
Molard and Coutance should be emptied six times each day; two new employees were
engaged to do this, The 1846 revolution and the subsequent provisional government
had little effect on postal matters. Finally in 1849 the entire postal system vas
taken over by the Pederal Government and Geneve became part of District I.

{Po be continued)

SOCIETY MEBSTINGS
BOOKLETS & COINS ~ Disc. Leader: Dr. G.G. Ritchie
Wed, 13th Feb. TPOs - Mr. I. Tillen and Other Members

NORTHERN GROUFt Sat. 2nd Feb.
LONDON_GROUP:

A o

(CEMENT: The Northern Group are giving a display to the Blackburn
Philatelic Society on SATURDAY, March lst, 1980, at 2 pm. An

igvitation is extended to all Helvetis members in the north-west who are unabie to
attend Group meetings in Leeds to take pert on this occasion. The meeting will be
held at the JPENISCOWLES METHODIST CHURCE HALL whick is on the A674 between
Blackburn and Exit 8 on the M61, )

Por further information please either write to Mr. R.A. Hoyle (address on
Ps T) or contact Helvetia member, Mr. D. Cairas, Tel. Blackbura 21690.
Will ¥, Group members also note s change in the programme, The AGH,

scheduled for April 12th has been brought forward to MARCH 25th, to avoid clashing
with the TPA Convention. : '
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POSTAGE DUES YESTERDAY AND TODAY

Ey* xaaxx 3@3:3&1, ar&aﬁ.itaﬁy = Tramslation by H. STEINKS

ﬁor a ;hart time 'T' cancellations were used on the postage stampe of
the Federal Administration, that is on the stamps with the disgonal 'Officiel’
overprint of the 'Historical' and the 'Landscape & Industry' series, These so-
called sdminimirative stamps, valid from Jasuary 1st, 1935 to January lat, 1960,
served the Administration for the franking of registered and foreign mail,

Table 7 shows the issues uﬁimh ean be found with ' cancellationss

Zacs  lasus Dats lsem ,.slsm 'mm

57 = 63 1942 Historical 3 On sale ¢ 1.7.59
Yalid to 3-91»65
65 - T3 1.2.50 Industry & 11 1.1,60
Landsoape

Some Internatiopal Organisations with offices in Switserland, malsly ia
Genevae, 2till bave their own poetsge stamps and use them for their maily asome
others have stamps only for philatelic purposes (UIT/ITU}, This does not mean
that they have 'T' cancellers, Postage due mail is trested in éiffnr&nt vays and
a short r@au&é of their methods ia givan here.

ﬁmn zta&p& fr@m 15.&944,
Own post office: 1211 Genéve 14 Palais Wilson
@hey have their own eircular 'T' cancel, Type II, 'T' in eirels,

armal Sviss postage stamps are used to collect postage dus on mail to ﬁ&e
EIE aﬁd only on request will they use BIE stemps for thie purpose. They can be
ssncelled elther with a date stamp or a 'T'., Insufficiently stamped letters are

norsally deliversd without dues being paid., Therefore, colleet unly on cever if
you are sure they have not been *made’,

BT

Gwn ﬂtampa frﬁm 27 5.3923.
Own post office t 1211 Geneve 22 BIT

Used Swisas postage stumps until the introduction of '?' cancels 'oireular
type - 'T' in cirﬁl@) ¥as removed to new building in 19?4f§

Uwp atamya frau 2%.16;13&4*
Used the nearest post offie: PPT 1200 Geneve Montbrillant, now - from

276175 = called 1200 Genkve 20 Geutrc
Ianternational des Confersnces.

Postage due mail is noted on collection sheets by the PPT asd the postal
amcunt collscied every sonth, [HNeither postage stsmsps nor 'T' cancels are used
for postage duse purposes,

Q¥n stamps from 24,6,1948, ‘
Own post offices 1211 Genbve 27 Organisation Mondlial de la Santé.

They use & 'T' in eirele cancel on both 3!1:3 atampa and their own iassues
1m¢iaeriminatﬁly‘

508

ﬁun at&mya fram 3;1@;1?22».

On post offices Geneve 1 Jocieté des Nations (after 11.7.27 becane
Gendve 10},

Used Swiss pomtage dus staumps.
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%;g.& n Vi fice Lne ‘757‘.";'

Own stamps from 1.2.1950 - 3,10,1965 (overprints on Swisa.service stamps);
 from 4.10,1965 onwards stampe of the United Nations in Swiss
currency.

Bations {reandss ) a)

They own & 'T' in circle cancel made of rubber which is still in use todsy.
At firat Swiss postage stamps were often used as dues or the mail was delivered
without extra charge. Since 1965 only UK stamps have been used for postage due
purposes,

GIT hLerns »y iy 2 & LIRN '.‘. Ll

Own stamps since 22.9.1958.
Own post office: Geneve 14 Palais Wilson (until 196%7), Then moved to the
nevw bullding and used PTT post office Gensve 20 Montbrillant

~and, from 27.3.73, 1200 Genéve 20 Centre Internationsl
des Conferences,

As long a8 the UIT waa in the Palais Wilson the 'T' in cirele (or a date
stamp) was used on Swise staspe for postage dues; today all postage due mail is
noted on a collection sheet by the PTT and collected monthly. Neither postage
stanps nor 'T' cancels are used for postage due purposes. UIT atamps have been
seen with 'T' cancellations, but not on cover! .

TPV

Own stamps since 16,.9.1957.
Poat Office:  PPT 3000 Bern 15 UPU,
Their own headquarters with post office is being built at the time of writing.

Mail addressed to the UPU which is classed as postage due is delivered by the PIT

vwithout further chargej therefore, it is not cancelled with a 'T* nor does it have at
stampe added. '

In ahort:

1, Stamps of the following five Organisations can be found with 'T' cancels:
BIE, BIT, OMS, ONU and UIT, but see the remarke sbove.

2. TFrequently Swiss postage stamps are used for dues instead of the stamps of the
various Organisstions, : g -

‘_}_g, VeX'B Fosta 03 an

%« Only the PPT eircular 'T' canceller; Type II, is used,

4. Today 'T' csncels are used only on special requests if the post office
concerned suspects philatelic use they will refuse it. The UN post office
in particular will not use it philatelically.

5. Letter post of these Organisations is sometimes delivered without charging dues
gr, more often, the amount is noted and collected at the end of the month.

MY &
i, o 1

A completely false sense of values prevails in many places, even among
dealers and catalogue publishers, regarding the values of 'T' cancelled stemps. We
cannot deal with every cancel and 'T' cancel which occurs on postage or postage due
stamps in this article., However, a correct analysis can throw a little light on
the price situation. If we can bring some balance to this question them the
article ¥ill have aerved its purpose.

We can draw some interesting conclusions when we compare the three most
important seriea of postage stemps which have appeared since the introduction of
*?? cancellationss :

Industry & Landscapes 1945 (Z.Nos. 298-308)

Postal History Motifs & Architectural Monuments 1960 (on phosphor
paper 1963-7).  (Z.Hos. 355-372, %55L-371L)

Architectural Momuments 1964-8 (Z.Noe. 412-427)

A total of 3C,000 stamps have now been examined (to end of 1978),
divided betwsen single stamps, blocks, cut-outs and entires. Special and rare
cancels were ignored in this exercise, as were those which had obviously been
‘cancelled~to~order'.

In our next issue we will diascusa these issues in detail,
(To be conkinued)



