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Some years ago I purchased a 5c postal stationery envelope which had 
an additional 5c Sitting Helvetia stamp, sufficient to prepay the 10c 
rate for letters within Switzerland. There is, however, no indication 
of the weight; could this perhaps be a double rate charge (over 10g) 
for a local letter, the office of issue of which was not more than 2 
hours distant in a straight line from the office of destination? 
(Zumstein Handbook of the Postage Stamps of Switzerland 1910.) 
The envelope was posted in Erschwil, as is indicated by the just 

discernable boxed straight line cancel on the 5c stamp; this is also 
found in the top righthand corner of the envelope. There is also a 
circular date stamp in the centre of the cover, ERSCHWIL 1IX74. Why 
was it necessary to cancel the envelope in two different ways? Erschwil 
is situated some 20km south of Basel, on the river Lfissel, which flows 
north towards the Rhine at Basel. 

The final destination appears to be 'Tiefenbach', however 'Ct de Bern' 
is written on the envelope, appearing to indicate the Canton. Erschwil 
is some 42km north of Bern as the crow flies, is this within the 2 hour 
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limit for local letters? The final destination seems to have been as 
much a puzzle for the Swiss Postal Authorities in 1874 as it is for me 
more than 100 years later. I took a map of Switzerland to try and trace 
the probable route taken by the cover. 

The cancellations on the reverse of the envelope are numerous. Liestal 
-1IX74IX- about 15km south east of Basel would seem to be the first in 
chronological order, from whence it seems the envelope travelled to 
Bern 1IX74-3, the same day. There is a second cancellation for Bern 
of 11174-9; does this indicate the envelope being forwarded to another 
destination? There is a smudged cancel of H.BUCHSEE (?)11174-8(?) which 
is 30km north of Bern and is probably the next destination. From there 
it seems the envelope travelled to Delmont 2IX74?- which is a mere 15km 
from Erschwil, the village where the cover was posted the previous day: 

On the following day the envelope was cancelled in Moutier GD VAL 31X74-- 
(no time shown), only 9km south of Delémont. There is a third cancel 
for Bern on the same day 3IX74VIII- but was this before or after the 
one for Moutier? My map of Switzerland unfortunately does not show the 
whereabouts of 'Tiefenbach' although I have found a spot by that name 
in the 'Furkapass' which is 85km south east of Bern. This surely cannot 
be the destination, especially if one considers the addressee H Schorri 
at what looks like 'Neues Rollschen Eisenwerkes'. I find this slightly 
tired looking cover more interesting than some other perhaps more 
valuable items and I wonder if readers can shed any further light on the 
problems it created for the Postal Authorities in 1874. 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS Tel: 071 -794 8078 

P.O. BOX 940 
LONDON 
NW6 2JP 

Now that the festive season is over you may wish to see me at the 
following Fairs: 15th Jan. BASINGSTOKE; 23rd Jan. MILTON KEYNES; 
29th Jan. SURBITON; 30th Jan. SEVENOAKS; 5th Feb. HARROW; 6th Feb 
HATFIELD. See press for details of venues. Many accessories at 
discounted prices, Album pages, Exhibition protectors, Hinges, 
Hawid strips and many more. 
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100 YEARS OF SWISS STAMPS 1843-1943 translated by F J Rosenthal Part IV 

The last of the typographically printed stamps of the old series which  

remained -to bo replaced by new pictures in steel engraving were the values of  

50 Rp. to 2 Fr. (Figs. 51-59). A design competition held at the tine did not  
live up to expectations since the artists who participated in this task crea-
ted designs and symbolic motives which could not be considered. Since it app-
eared impossible to obtain satisfactory designs for symbolic stamps, it was  

suggested to put together a series which portrayed notable patriotic and mili- 
tary figures from the paintings of well-known Swiss artists. The motives derive  

from several centuries and various regions of the country, so that a part of  
Smriss history is represented by this series of stamps.  

In accordance with the plan to develop the series of stamps in line with  

historic developments, a representation of the sculpture 'Federal Oath' by  
James Vibert, which is located in the Federal Building in Berne, was chosen  
for the first denomination, 50 Rye. in violet-grey. Then followed a brown  
60 Rp. with the portrait of Wilhelm Tell after Ferdinand Hodler. The pictures  
on the 70 Rp. dark violet, 'The Fighting Warrior' and 80 Rp. grey-black, 'The  

Dying iiarrior' are both details from Hodler's mural entitled 'Retreat from  
Marignano', which is in the Swiss Lrandeamuseun in Zurich. The elegant 'âtandari  
Bearer' by Niklaus Manuel Deutsch on the red 90 Rp. is intended to provide a  

transition from mercenary soldiers to the series of higher values, for whicl 
pictures of well-known personages from Swiss history were utilized. That on the 1Fr.  

dark green shows Colonel Ludwig Pfyffer (1524-1594),  the so-called 'King of the  
Swiss", after the painting by an unknown master. For the dark violet 1.20 Fr.  
stamp a picture of Jtirg Jenatsch (1596-1639), also by an unknown master was  
chosen. Then follows the dark blue 1.50 Fr. stamp with the portrait of Lt. Gen.  

Fig.51 	 FIg.52 	 FIg.53 	 Fig.54 	 Fig.55 	FIg.56  
Francois de Reynold (1642-1722)for  
which the engraver used as his mod-
el a painting by H. Rigaud. The set,  
which appeared on January 15th,  
1941, is completed by the brown-red  
2 Fr. stamp with the portrait of  
Col. Joachin Fbrrer (1782-1833),  

5.7 	 F IQ F  4 	 . - ig.58 	FIg.58 

	

- 	'.•'- 	 after a painting by Felix I►LDiogg. ^..+  

All the above-mentioned stamps were  
printed on tinted paper with fibers and without watermark.  

The production of the stamp designs and steel engravings for this difficult  

task was entrusted by the PTT administration to the proven engraver, Karl Bickel,  
in Walenstadtberg, who is responsible for the creation of all 21 stamps then  

currently in circulation (from 3 Rp. to 10 Fr.). Karl Bickel occupied himself  

skilfully and with success in the art of stamp designing and engraving.  

COMMEMORATIVE AND PUBLICITY STAMPS  

1900 Jubilee of the Universal Postal Union:  The 25th Anni- 
versary of the  

Universal Postal Union, founded in 1874, was held in Bern from  

2-5 July, 1900. For this celebration 3 values of a commemor-
ative stamp in copper-plate engraving were issued (Fig.60). To  

provide a worthy display the high vertical format was chosen,  
the first for Swiss stamps.  

The design was entrusted to Eugene Grasset, the engraving  

was done by Frederic Florian, an engraver who had become famous  
through his excellent woodcuts of paintings by Anker. The alleg- 
orical design, which represents the world encircling postal and telegraphic comm-
unications system, was strongly criticised; yet it cannot be denied that the draw-
ing evidences elegance and a lucid symbolism. The stamps were printed by Max  
Girardet in Born. 	 -- -  



Fig. 62 Fig. 72 
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1919 Peace Stamps:  This commemorative issue expresses the high hopes released in 
the country, which had been kept out of the conflict by a ben 

evolent providence on the conclusion of peace after 4 years of devastating war. 
(Figs. 61, 70 & 71). 

The design of the 7z Rp. stamp, a creation of Ed. Valley, was not entirely 
favourable, the inscription and indication of value having been sacrificed to 

Fig. 61 	 Fig. 70 	 Fig. 71 

the pictorial conception, and as a result the stamp suffers from an error in styl 
unredeemed by the inspirational quality. The 10 & 15 Rp. values are more har-
monious and well balanced and reflect two entirely different artistic conception 
Otto Baumbergor's design represents, with dramatic force, the wounded soldier, 
blinded by the light of peace, while P. Th. Robert lends symbolic expression to 
the idea of peace and the belief in a better future. The printing of the 
entire set was undertaken by the Confederate Mint. A chalky paper was 
utilized for the first time, thereby considerably raising the luminosity 
of the printing. 

1924. Anniversary of the Universal Postal Union  The 50 year existence of the 
U.P.U. was honoured by the 

issue of 2 stamps, from designs by A. Tieche (62) and M. Stettler (72) who show 
two aspects of the same building, the facade of the Standesrathaus in the 
Zeughausgasse in Bern where the U.P.U. was 
founded. Seen as through a window, in a 
rectangular frame which incorporates decor-
ative ornamentation with functional inscrip-
tions, the finely engraved picturea show good 
treatment of line and detail. The stamps, 
which were engraved by J. Sprenger with much 
skill in copper plate, were printed by the 
Confederate Mint (20 Rp.) and by Orell Fdssli 
in Zurich (30 Rp.) 

1932. Disarmament Stamps  The tremendous 
importance of the 

general World Disarmament Conference, which 
was convened on February 2nd, 1932, in Geneva 
the seat of the League of Nations was also the occasion for the issue of special 

stamps. The designs. of Maurice Barraud 
and Geo.Fustier were chosen from a comp-
etition in which a number of Swiss art-
ists participated. Barraud's drawing 
with the dove of peace on a sword (73) 
was well received by the public because 
of its pleasing composition and gener-
ally understood symbolism. The repres-
entation of 'Stylized Peace' of Fustier 
(64) on the other hand was not highly 
valued despite its important artistic 
qualities. The denominations of 5 to 60 

Rp. were typographed by the PTT Stamp Printing Works in Bern and the 1 Fr. stamp 
printed by means of deep etching by Courvoisior S.A. in La Chaux-de-Ponds. 

1932. Gotthard Stamps  Commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Gotthard 
Railway, these show in beautiful copper plate the 

portraits of Louis Favre, the builder of the Gotthard tunnel (63), Alfred 
Escher, the first president of the Gotthard Railway Company (founded in 1871 
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(74). and Federal Councillor Fail Welti,  
superintendent of the Confederate Depart-
ment of Posts â Railroads at the time of  
the establishment of the railroad (75).  
Designs and engravings are the work of the  

painter and graphic artist Karl Bickel of  

Walenstadtberg. The portraits, engraved  
by a steady hand and printed in strong  

Fig.63 	Fig.74 	Fig.75 	colours fascinate by the animation of ex- 
pression and the simplicity of conception.  

The prominent lettering takes account of the three languages of the country in its  

variation of the words 'St. Gotthard'. The stamps were printed by Orell Ftissli 
 

1937. Mobile Post Office Stamp 	In order to publicise the mobile post office,  
first introduced on September 5th 1937, a  
special stamp (76) was issued, the sale of  
which was limited to this service. The simple  

representation of the practical postal coach,  
the line drawing which symbolically expressed  

the mobile character, and not least the large  

format and use of the yellow/black postal  
colours, made this stamp, designed by Bernard  

Reber, functionally very suitable.  

1938 League of Nations Publicity stamps Designed by the artist, H.Fischer  

these stomps fulfil their intended  
purpose by the representation of the buildings in Geneva which house the League  
of Nations and its subsidiary institution the International Labour Office. The  
style of all four stamps (77, 78, 66 & 79) is uniform: at the  

Fig. 77 	 Fig. 78 	 Fig. 66 	 Fig. 79  
bottom a broad strip for the inscription, above the beautiful views with a dis- 
creetly integrated caption. In every respect these stomps may be regarded as good  

products of the art of stamp design. The printing was entrusted to Courvoisier  

S.A. in La Chatac-de-Fonds.  

1939  National Exposition Publicity Stamps Corresponding to its purpose this  
publicity series of 3 values was  

issued to publicise the National Exposition of 1939 and was intended as propagend;  
for the products of the country, the spiritual life of the people and the scenic  
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Fig. 67 	 Fig.80 	 Fig.81.  
beauties of the homeland. The design of the 10 Rp. value synthesises the force  

contributing to the national enterprise, while the idyllic picture on the 20 Rp.  
stamp expresses in artistic form the purely spiritual interests of the people.  
The composition and grouping of the functional elements of these stamps nay be  

regarded as 'both convincing and original. The 0 Rp. stomp, with its view of the  

Piz Rosegg group, represents the nobility of the alpine landscape.  

This set as well as the following one was separately produced in the three  

official languages, in order to take into account the linguistic and cultural  

diversity of the population. The 10 & 20 fp. denominations, both the work of Karl  

Bickel, were preduced in a combination of etching and steel engraving by the  

printing presses of the PTT Adninstrotion in Berne, while the 30 Rp. stamp, crea-
ted by the Berne artist Viktor Surbek, was printed in heliogravure by Courvoisiee A.  

(To be continued.)  
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At the meeting in LEEDS on December 3rd Northern Group members were 
entertained by the Chairman Mr Eastwood. He gave a display of the early 
Pro Patria and Publicity issues, and some fine postal history covers. 
For the second half of the afternoon the following members presented 
short displays: Mr Cairns - Old ship cancellations of the Bodensee, 
Ztirichsee and Lago Maggiore; Mr Hope - K-cancellations showing how they 
have changed for Jubilee cancellations, seasonal usage and new designs; 
Mrs Davis - Helvetia with sword, and some fine covers showing postal 
usage; Mr Vaughan - The development of Mobile Post Office cancellations 
Mr Whitworth - The perforated Sitting Helvetia stamps with a superb 
range of covers showing different postal rates; Mr Proctor - Airmail 
covers and cards, and postal history covers. 	 R A H 

LONDON meeting of 8th December 1993. Thirteen members struggled against 
buffeting winds to make it to the Victory Club to see, and hear, the 
Committee entertain. Apologies had been received from the President 
and Mr & Mrs Dawson. Claude Mistely concentrated on material of the 
Industrial Fairs from 1920 to 1976, principally of Basel, beginning 
with the vignettes and advance slogan postmarks, actual exhibition ones 
and postmarks from the Mobile POs on site. Geoff Hubbard showed part 
of his 'still' working collection of Postage Dues, some Specimen over-
prints including forgeries, 'doctored' stamps, T usage peculiarities 
used on military mail, invalid stamps, UN, special instructions, PJs, 
stamp out-of-date, and on Framas. Douglas Houtris introduced us to his 
'new' collecting feature which will occupy him for years to come: The 
PTT in Bern have supplied him with reams of paperwork on TPOs and an 
excellent map. He has already found that the understood 6-monthly 
change of timetable of different 'ambulants' is not reliable, the 
ambulant cancel numbers appearing for another route its validity of 
prime allocation. He showed 13 cards for Ambulant No. 2 and has found 
that some of the straight-line station cancels impressed do not relate 
to the Ambulant No. 2 route for the period in question. (Query - a 
belated thought - could this possibly be due to the make-up of the 
train carriages and the cancellers were not changed in the TPO wagon?) 
Bob Johnson brought the run of Bundesfeier cards from 1938 to 1960 
without the stamp impressions, concentrating mainly on the picture 
side, but we did see the philatelic points when appropriate. He is 
missing the second card for 1945 (Maternity, or Mother Love): 
Fred Pickard regaled us with Fiscals, 45 pages of interest from 1804 
to date, a mixture of purposes and interest. Basel Police stamp, 50 rp . 

Residence permit, Debt Collecting, permit to hold a Dance, Workers 
reference certificate, Cheque stamps, Passport fees, Tax on legal 
documents, 1919-30 Control des Automobiles, Poison permit and others -

a mixture of cantonal and national usage. Derek Slate displayed the 
early Newspaper wrappers up to 1903. Eric Lienhard gave a very com- 
prehensive vote of thanks on our behalf. 	 M 0 B 

From the SVP journal 
	

Fritz Berger, hat mir diesen Beleg zugespielt and schreibt dazu : 

Any comments? 
	

Pour nos amis romands: "ilu'est - ce qu'il Tauttroire maintenants ??? 
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Plus de pollution 
avec le chauffage 
"tout-électrique - 

Mains de pollution 
avec le chauffage 
“tout-iIectriquec  
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DID YOU KNOW? 	by M Rutherfoord 

- that all 17 OCR code-sorting machines in Switzerland are now cen-
trally controlled from Bern, so that each letter can be coded and 
sorted to each postman in the main towns and, slowly, to include the 
adjacent villages. There are eight machines in Zurich-Sihlpost, two 
each in Zurich-Mulligen and Basel 2, but only one each in Geneve 2, 
Lausanne 1, Bern 1, Luzern 2, and St. Gallen 1. Each has its own mem-
ory for all the others too, but changes and updating come only from 
Bern. Street name reading is by OCR. 
- that on the 23rd of November the PTT Museum opened a new room for 
another part of their extensive stocks. Dozens of objects are shown, 
closely packed on shelves for study. They say they are the first mu-
seum to do this: old telephones, radios, TV sets, post boxes, stamp 
vending machines, franking machines, old uniforms and much more. Well 
worth a visit. The only thing I could not find was a booklet vending 
machine but I was told they have one or two in their storeroom. 
- that people in the French-speaking cantons think 'their' Claude 
Nicolier deserves a special stamp after his great work helping to 
repair the Hubble telescope, but this is not possible for a living 
person in Switzerland. There are no medals, orders, knighthoods or 
decorations of any sort. Recently a member of parliament had to resign 
because he had accepted a French order. 
- that the other day I saw a PTT-owned railway wagon for mail bags 
painted all white with a yellow band along the bottom. Looks nice, but 
difficult to keep clean. There are all manner of colours used today 
for privately-owned railway wagons. 
- that the St. Niklaus cancel of 6.12.93 shown on page 96 last year is 
something new for Switzerland and is the personal effort of the post-
master of the tiny P0, Wienacht-Tobel (AR), (the first part of the name 
is Christmas in Swiss German). It was shown on the main TV news and the 
result was a flood of covers for cancelling on this special day. 
- that also on the same page are shown two new K-cancels from the Weis-
stannen Valley where the ancient evening prayer, or call for protection, 
is still practised. The text 'Bhtiät's Got' means 'Save us, and all we 
have, dear God'. This call then echoes from Alp to alp. 
- that the first figure below shows an interesting find made by our 
member Mr C K Karsten in Scotland. This is the centre part only of a 
two-ring machine cancellation town die, confirmed by the outer ring in 
part only being exactly 22mm diameter. The stampless envelope he found 
was from the Philatelic Bureau in Bern, and it seems likely that other 
members have seen one or may have one (please report finds to the Editor 
The only other examples known are from the PTT Rechenzentrum in Bern 
and the example shown in the SVP Machine Cancellation Catalogue (Vol. 1, 
p 17) has the date of 9.8.1967. 
- that in the Gtiller impression books the earliest cancel made for a 
foreign customer is for Florence in Italy, made in 1868, see figure 
below. Note the unshaded  Cross of Savoy. The second foreign cancel, but 
for a private customer, is shown in the third figure. It was made in 
1869 but has a most peculiar text; who could have ordered it? 

(Would it be the Board of Trad( 
or the Commonwealth Office 
of the day? Editor.) 



S^tT/S 
^^ -SOO JAMBE 
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(With apologies from Publishers & Printers)  

Page 34: 281 0.05 0.25  
282 0.10 0.05  
283 0.15 0.05  
284 0.50 1.10  
284A 1.60  
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THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD  

ERRATA  SWITZERLAND  
CATALOGUE  

1994  

Premium for Air Stamps on  
ordinary covers: 50% to 65%  

Page 107: 	159 	0.45  

Page 111:  Heading for set 239/242 should be 1993  

Page 149:  Maderanerthal IIIa Perf.should be 12i  
Page 164:  FRANCO VIGNETTE No.1 listing should be  

amended as follows:  

1910/21 ORNAMENTAL FRAME: "FRANCO" IN BOLO  
BLOCK TYPE: Rouletted horizontally (131,71 or 4  
Imperf. vertically.  

la black on cream paper 22.00 0.65  
lb black on greyish paper 20.00 	1.20  

Now available - the NEW  
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN CATALOGUE 1994 

 

in full colour, 512 pages. The official catalogue of the  
SBHV, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this  
year. Introduction in German and French. "The philatelic  
reference book for young and old" in the NEW 'Libretto'- 
binding (thread stitched, opening flat). SFr.22.-- 

Still in great demand  
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1993  
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT issues and  
address list of A.I.E.P. members. English introduction . 

SFr.52.50  
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991/92  
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, CEPT issues and address list  

of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English.  
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE Vol. 3 1992  
All countries of former eastern Europe, address list of  
A.I.E.P. members. 	 SFr.56.-- 
The postage is not included in these prices:  

Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L Catalogue 	SFr. 7.30  
Europe, one volume SFr.12.10  

A new Zumstein Western Europe Catalogue, Volume 2 (j-z) 1994  
will come out at the end of 1993.  
For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or  

to our agent in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street , 

Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU.  
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (GIROBANK ) 

Bern 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you.  
ZUMSTEIN + CIE., Prpr. Hertsch + Co., PO Box, CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland  
New phone numbers from 9.9.93 - 031/312 00 55; Fax: 031/312 23 26  

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
Printers by RPM Renrozranhics (Chichester) Ltd.. Chichester GB  
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SOME NOTES ON SWISS REGISTRATION LABELS 	 by b1 Rutherfoord 

In the June 1993 DYK I mentioned that the red 'R' is now becoming 
black. Since then a few more examples have turned up, see illustrations. 
Note that Chene-Bourg was preceeded by a stamped-on office name as a 
temporary measure, the 'R' being still red. Aarau 4 has a black 'R'. 

a.^.i W .•,:.... 	• Al v 	 ,.1.1...-1V-11 .n..^ .. 

25 CHENE - ^C^L f  i^ 	̂ 	 Telr 

906 	n 195  
,w in n.vft r nt r^..^^  f ,,.^ 	. .i 

1225 Chene-Bourg 	
5004 Aarau 4 

110  

The reason for this change, says the PTT, is two-fold. First the Post 
Cheque Department (GiroBank) want to be able to print the whole 'label' 
in black, 'R', Number and Place, including computer labels so that it 
is visible through the envelope window. This also applies to private 
firms, banks and others who do their own numbering. 

    

Schweizerische. PTT-Betriebe  

Entreprise des PTT suisses  

Azienda svizzera delle PTT  

 

R 3030 Bern  

2956  

    

    

The second reason goes back to 1973 when rubber stamps were introduced 
at all big POs for ten or more letters at a time. The numbering wheels 
automatically advanced by one at each strike. Note that the left-hand 
frame and the 'R' is in red and the rest in black, with a gap in the 
frame top and bottom (Basel 2). This instrument requires careful inking 
so that very soon all combinations could be found, red all over, black 
all over and various percentages. The two gaps, however, always indicate( 
a two-colour marker. Then the PTT started to issue single-colour markers 
which had no gaps, and black was intended, but some have turned up red 
all over and some still 50/50: (Lugano is all black.) So the new rule 
is all black for all types of mark or label. This will also include 
the PP marks and labels which are now in green. Not a colourful future. 

P 4002 BASEL 2  

2851  

6901 LIJGANO1  

R.46382 
continued over  
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Start c. "R" Frame No . 

1.7.1892 

1.8.1904 

1.8.1926 

Ju1.1945 

1.7.1964 

Anr.1993  

Red 

Blk 

Blk 

Red 

Red 

Red 

Blk 

Red 

Blk 

Blk 

Red 

- 

- 

- 

Red 

Blk 

Blk 

Blk 

Blk 

Blk 

Blk 

Sachseln 

R Aarau Briefe A

AI 654 

Grandson R 	436 

Feb.1936  

R 	Baar 

273 

Amriswil 2 Oberdorf 

193 

4123 Allschwil 1 

462 

5000 Aarau 3 R 	Kaufhaus 

048 

2 

3 

1 

Perf. 

Separation 

Roult. 

Roult. 

Roult. 
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The following table, showing the basic styles of Swiss registration 
labels, has been prepared with the assistance of Arnold Zumstein of 
Luzern. He has suggested in the December 1993 issue of the SVP Bulletin 
that a group could be formed within the SVP to pursue this interesting 
area. The R-label Study Group in Germany is trying to classify all Swiss 
labels, and their results are being published by the Dutch 'Studiegroep 
Zwitzerland' in their magazine 'Jungfraupost'. 

The PO name is always black. 

SWITZERLAND IN BRITAIN'S CULTURAL LIFE is the title of a pamphlet 
published by the Swiss Embassy, Cultural Section, 16-18 Montagu Place, 

London W1H 2BQ. If members are interested in things Swiss in Britain 
they can be put on the mailing list by writing to the Swiss Embassy. 
Music, Ballet, Lectures and the Visual Arts feature in the current 
issue and they do not all occur in London: 
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CATALOGO DEI BOLLI DI FRANCHIGIA E SIGILLI DELLE MUNICIPALITA TICINESI 
1800-1900 by Kurt Baumgartner, 1993,  500 pages, SFr 110 inc p&p to UK. 

This book has been produced to meet the needs of collectors of pre-
philatelic letters of the Canton Ticino, to classify and catalogue 
them and their value in the same way as J J Winkler's work 'Handbuch 
der Schweizer Vorphilatelie 1695-1850'. Up to now there has not been 
a monograph which catalogues all the franking marks giving exemption 
from payment of the cantonal postal rates, and this work is therefore 
a major one bringing together all aspects. 

The work is divided into two distinct parts: 
- Franking marks and seals of administrative and military offices 

(with all but 12 of the 651 marks illustrated) 
- Seals of the Municipalities (all 584 illustrated)  
and also gives information on the military organisation of the Ticino 
and the Italian occupation of Ticino 1810-1813. 

The researches are based exclusively on original documents in the 
author's own collections. The marks and photocopies of documents are 
reproduced in correct size, except where drawings are used where any 
photocopying has not been successful. 

I first saw the author's collections at Helvetia Genève 1990 and was 
fascinated. He told me subsequently that he was awaiting sponsorship 
which has now been forthcoming from two Ticinese banks and the Council 
of State of Ticino, resulting in this volume. 

I have yet to read it properly, but I have no doubt that such atten- 
tion will amply repay me and give me insights into Ticino affairs of 
this period. 	 R S Johnson 

A selection of recent instructional cancels which have been sent to 
us by Michael Rutherfoord. It is not only the GPO who damage letters: 

Endornmagé dans ies installations  
mécaniques. Nous vous prions de  

nous excuser.  

3000 Berne 1 expédition  
des Iettres  

m den mechanischen Aniagen beschädigt . 

Wir bedauern das Vorkommnis and bitten  
Sic höflich urn Entschuldigung.  

3000 Bern 1 Briefversand  



WE ACCEPT  

       

  

m3sterch3rge 
t.twn.e•rt u .a a  

  

AJHIERIC4tt)  
EGRESS  

       

   

 

VISA  
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STRUBELS 
 

STRUBELS - the most popular "Classics" - still imperf and therefore a  
challenge - more affordable than the earlier issues and because of this,  
understandably, with widest appeal. They didn't need additional publicity  
but Herbert Brach's devoted and detailed studies - as a bonus in English!-
have created even more devotees. Below we list mostly the cream (and the  

cream of the cream!) from our stock. Naturally we have, for those who do  
not aspire to such quality, many more cheaper items, but this is a list in  
the quality range every collector dreams of but cannot find. Enjoy it!  

NOTE: Our mention of faults is extremely critical and would, by many, be  
considered as churlish - we prefer it that way.  

Clients who purchased our 1994 Catalogue  
and have not yet used their £10 ($20)  
`Catalogue Voucher can of course use it for  
purchases.  

DON'T WASTE IT!  

We have produced a most conprehensive list of Strubel Offers, a real feast of fine material. Regrettably,  

poduction costs, with colour plates, and ever increasing postages (the present list actually costs just over  

£2.00 ($3.00) to produce even without counting labour!) do not permit us to send to every client on our very  

large nailing list - many of whom do not collect as far back as the Classics. If you are interested to make  

purchases of Strubels at this time, please drop us a line and the list will be sent free of charge.  

PROOFS p ^ 

 

US F2rst  Munich P  Second Munich Print A 

\ VS 	EA 	 rent 
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me 
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Our great strength is the ability to supply  

items other dealers cannot.  

(and also those they can)  

There simply is  
no other Swiss  
APPROVAL SERVICE  
to compare with ours  

ra^kih9s  

Interest free credit facilities available for  

purchases over $200.00; one third at time of  

purchase, balance in 30 and 60 days  

91—SECT  

LOTS  

H.L. KATCHER  
APS, PTS, RPSC  

The Amateur Collector Ltd. 
"The Swiss Specialists"  

P.O. Box 242, London, N2.OYZ, England  
Phone: 081-348-0296  
FAX: 081-347-8397  
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ISTANBUL was CONSTANTINOPLE but is TIEFENBACH now 2744 BELPRAHON? 

Four of our members put pen to 
paper to try and answer this query. t_ -_ 
As you can see from this map, from ,  
the 1907 edition of Baedeker, 	^1^t•S'téI'^ 
Tiefenbach is shown 1i miles east  saute 
of Monster (now Moutier) and the  
name in French is given as 
Belprahon. In the PTT List of 
Localities for 1958 is listed 
"2741 Tiefenbach BE (S. Belprahon). The 1992 List gives only "2744 
Belprahon BE. BUT the Geographical Lexicon of Switzerland for 1901 
mentions Tiefenbach as 1.5km west of Trubschachen on the Bern-Luzern 
railway line in a very wooded part of the country. Our member adds 
that "Forster des Rollschen Eisenwerkes" 
could mean they were "in possession of 
forest and woodland as probably wood was 
necessary for production". 
Another member, however, suggests that the address may be "Tiefenbach" 
Street in Bern City itself. So is more research needed? What has not 
yet been explained satisfactorily is why the cover took such a round-
about route to be delivered to Tiefenbach, wherever it may be 

A member who recently visited the PTT Museum in Bern wonders if any 
other member could write short articles on: Kocher stamps; Balloon 
post; Raketen (rocket) post; Helicopter post; Cholera letters; and 
Hotel stamps. Someone must be able to help us all on these subjects. 

Another member asks for information on how the Zurich Post Office came  
to use 20c No. 358L coil stamps for postage dues in May 1966 and is 
it correct that only "49 are known" when there must be many more stamps 
than this on a complete 'coil'. 

Can any member help with information on the stamps shown below. The 
2 fr, No. 166 seems to have been printed so that the Red colour was 
last and is over the black. All other copies examined have the black 
over the red. The Pro Juventute 5c stamp from 1931 has a clear 'dash' 
over the 'H' of Helvetia, is this a constant flaw? The 20c Grimsel Dam 
No. 301A has a similar 'dash' in the left-hand margin at the top and 
is one of several copies seen, what does it mean? The pair of 10c K46 
show considerable wear on the left shoulder of the left hand one while 
the upside down copy is not worn, again more than one pair has been seen. 

TIEFENBACH (HINTER u. VORDER) i ht. fern,  
Amtshez. Signau, Gem. Trubschachen).  

•5 in Zicei Gruppen von zusammm11  6 
(IAu.ern, am linken lifee dcr Illis and  
1,6 kin w. der Station Truhschavhcn der  
Link Bern-Luzern. 32 reform. EE:w. Kirch-
gemeinde Trubschachen. K:iserei.  
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NORTHERN GROUP - Mr Cairns entertained Northern Group members at their 
meeting on the 8th January in Leeds with a display entitled 'Airmail 
Publicity'. This consisted of a wide ranging look at aviation in Swit-
zerland. It included balloon flights and the early days of aviation, the 
semi-official flights of 1913 and Oskar Bider and his career, the 1977 
Aviation Pioneers stamps and related material. Then Pro Aero flights, 
cancellations relating to aviation showing the various types used over 
the years and how these had changed as new planes were introduced. Next 
came cancellations for the various Swiss airports, examples of airmail 
envelopes and airmail labels, including those issued for parcels between 
1927 and 1931. As usual his display was most beautifully presented and 
illustrated with photographs and postcards. 	 R A H 

nota bene - the March 5th meeting of the Northern Group will be held in 
the canteen and not in the usual room. Open invitation to a_y, member as 
the display is by the Chairman, Claude Mistely, visiting the Northern 
Group for the first time. Come and support him. 

Report of the London Meeting 12th January. Cancellations from Railway 
stations, Mobile POs, and Ships. Apologies for absence were received 
from Mrs M Bidmead, Mr & Mrs D Dawson and Mr M Hewson. Mr Bob Johnson 
opened the display with Railway cancellations, Ship cancels and Station/ 
Parcel acceptance office marks, followed by Ticino Mobile PO marks. Mr 
B Hoddinott showed Railway strikes on piece, which were initally round. 
A numbering system was used by the SBB but not always by Private lines. 
In 1932 more numbers were issued for all stations and in 1956 the system 
was changed from alphabetical to regional. Mr E Lienhard produced some 
'Swiss used abroad' - Swiss Merchant Navy strikes and some Lake Steamer 
cancels. Finally Mr C Mistely showed Lake Steamer strikes of Luzern, 
Zurich and Geneva. All members commented that they had learnt a lot, 
your reporter certainly did: 	 G W H 

Thursday 17th February - if any members are in the south London area on 
this day then our members Alan Young and Fred Pickard are showing the 
"flag" to the Eltham P S. Go along and support them. 

"Tell Pere Tell Fils" is the title of a 37 page booklet produced as a 
memorial to the late Dr B Morand. It is a collection of articles on 
these issues and published by him in the Neuchatel P S journals. All 
issues are dealt with in detail, including extracts from government 
instructions, postal rate changes, and also postcards. One particular 
item of interest is the reproductions of the two main dies of the Tell 
Head design and the three sub-dies. A copy is in the Library. 	L E S 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard JJ 1  R (STAMPS Tel: 071 - 794 8078 

 

P.O. BOX 940 
LONDON 
NW6 2JP 

    

    

Meet me at the following Fairs: 13th Feb. Wokingham; 19th Feb. Thatcham; 
26th Feb. sittingbourne. Discounted accessories available only by request, 
nothing taken to fairs. All want lists are given my personal attention. 
Many satisfied customers so why not try me. See Press for details of venues. 
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Did you know? 	 M Rutherfoord 

- that Zumstein reported that the Luzern "fire" stamp - 80+20c - was 
withdrawn from sale on the 23rd November, the first day of the PJ stamps. 
This might have happened at one or two small POs, against all instruc-
tions, but the PTT Philatelic Service has confirmed that the 30th Nov, 
as announced, was the last day of sale at all POs and Philatelic coun-
ters. However sales were poor and only about 2 million of the 10 million 
printed were sold. The public knew that there was enough money avail-
able to rebuild the old bridge from the insurance and from public sub-
scription in Luzern itself. 
- that the GABRA III stationery exhibition will be open from the 24th 
to the 26th September in Burgdorf and, being non-competitive, will 
have lots of interesting objects not normally seen. 
- that the 1993 PJ stamps received general acclaim and the designer, 
Bernadette Baltis, has told me that she does not now want to give up 
stamp design so, PTT willing, we will see more of her excellent work. 
- that Karl Gebbert has issued an update to his booklets on the Cancels 
of Graubunden and the Toggenburg (mentioned before), and also a new 
survey of the cancels of Davos and St Moritz, the two largest towns 
after the capital of the canton - Chur. 
- tha_t the new football stamp shown on TV at the time of the victory 
over Latvia was actually being prepared for issue in 1995, the cen-
tenary of the organisation, but will now be issued on 15th March 1994, 
well ahead of the first match against the USA in Detroit. 
- that a new PTT MPO special cover has been issued, first seen by me 
at St Gallen in November, where it was used with only a round special 
cancellation. It has now been used in Zurich, twice, with the MPO date 
stamp and special cachet; Pro Juventute and for the Zurich Christmas 
Market - see the illustration of the new logo with the text in three 
languages. 
- that the PTT is about to lose it's "T for Telegraph", but "T for 
Telefax" will take over. "T for Telex" would also have passed away but 
for the large numbers of telex machines still in business use in the 
ex-soviet countries of Europe. However the move to fax is un-stoppable. 
- that 179 years after the Congress of Vienna the Laufental has at 
last been given back to Basel Country, twelve villages with a total 
of 15 000 inhabitants left the Canton of Bern at the end of 1993. 
Only the village of Roggenburg in the extreme west decided to stay 
with Bern. As the Laufental has been in Postal Region V, Basel, since 
1849 there will be no changes to cancellations or other items. • 
- that a new PTT logo is creeping in, next to the familiar cross, on 
all manner of publications, and in all five languages, English on 
occasion. It reminds me of the present French Post logo I am afraid. 

automobil 
po)t 

buro 

bureau de poste 
auto 
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uFFicio po5tale 
auto 
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BE on car plates must change to BL: 

DIE POST. 	LA POSTE 
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POSTAL ACCEPTANCE STAIONS AND  
PRIVATE PARCEL POST CANCELLATIONS  

The late Felix Ganz wrote a series  
of articles in the Newsletter in  
1970 on the above subject and I  
understand that the noted Swiss  
philatelist P Guinand is compiling  
an up-to-date list of these cancels  
I have recently obtained one from  
the packet at 10p and ask members  
to look in their collections and  
notify me of details of any they  
have. The one I found is in German , 

the French equivalent is 'Depot  
privé de colis postaux' and the  
Italian 'Impostazione di invii' . 

	000000000000000  
o ^ ̂ö 

ri%'  000000 
\/\/^/ I. wra  
8NimNf Postal 	• lYlr Up  
d'Exploitation de Cornavin Geneve  

The two cancels for Bern 15 are 
different and one appears to 
have an extra reel in the date 

Now available - the NEW  
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN CATALOGUE 1994 

 

in full colour, 512 pages. The official catalogue of the  

SBHV, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this  

year. Introduction in German and French. "The philatelic  

reference book for young and old" in the NEW 'Libretto'-
binding (thread stitched, opening flat). SFr.22.--  

Still in great demand  
	ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1993  
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT issues and  

address list of A.I.E.P. members. English introduction  

SFr.52.50  
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991/92  
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, CEPT issues and  address list  
of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English.  SFr.51.--  
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE Vol. 3 1992  
All countries of former eastern Europe, address list of  
A.I.E.P. members. 	 SFr.56.-  
The postage is not included in these prices:  
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L Catalogue 	SFr. 7.30  

Europe, one volume SFr.12.10  
A new Zumstein Western Europe Catalogue, Volume 2 (j-z) 1994  
will come out at the end of 1993.  
For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or  

to our agent in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street , 

Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU.  
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (GIROBANK ) 

Bern 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you.  
ZUMSTEIN + CIE., Prpr. Hertsch + Co., PO Box, CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland  

New phone numbers from 9.9.93 - 031/312 00 55; Fax: 031/312 23 26  

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain  
-r, 	--^ _ 	t__ T^^ien n .................^.L.^ ..^. (  lL,i i,l^oc+c \  T.+r7 	(rini mina+or an  



H EL V ETIA IIDC bb.äjp14y4) 
ISSN 0951-0001 

PHILATELIC 	SOCIETY  
N E W S 	Founder: E. H. SPIRO 	LETTER 

Hon. President: Mrs A Lee FRPSL,RDP 

Hon. Secretary 	Hon. Treasurer 

Mr R A Hoyle 
8 Rhodesia Ave 
Stafford Road 
HALIFAX HX3 OPB 
Tel  

Mr M J Kuriger 
'Quarries' 
Stone Quarry Road 
Chelwood Gate 
HAYWARDS HEATH 
W Sussex RH17 7LP 
Tel:082-5740648 

Hon. Pkt Secretary 

Mr D M Slate 
149 Ware Road 
HERTFORD 
Herts SG13 7EG 
Tel  

Hon. Editor: Peter Hobbs, Six Tyning End, BATH BA2 6AN Tel:0225-31 09 71 

No. 3 	 MARCH  1 9 9 4 	 48th year 

THE SWISS ELZEVIR OR LINEAR DATE CIRCULAR CANCELS, Pt I M Rutherfoord 

In the June 1993 issue of the Newsletter I asked for help from members 
for a study of the cancels of the late 1860s. The replies have been 
extensive and I thank all those who sent in details, including SVP 
members (Atkinson, Hobbs, LaBlonde, Lee, Stiles, Stone, Wiltshire, 
Guinand and Wehrli). 

The first part is concerned with the so-called 'Elzevir' cancels 
which, from the answers sent in, were clearly the first to have date 
and time wheels and, in my view, were prototypes for this radical new 
idea, instead of the time-consuming plugs for each element of the date 
and time. (Elzevir is the name of a Dutch firm making printing type 
letters, and this is the name that a Swiss philatelist gave to serif eä 
letters and numbers many years ago.) 
At the St. Gallen Exhibition in November 1993 I found two new dates, 

and four more in auction catalogues. However, the biggest help was an 
article in the SVP bulletin of December 1991 by Max Wehrli of Zurich 
where he listed 19 places additional to the 11 in the AW Groups 148 .A&B. 
In his collection I found no less than eleven early dates. (Only I have, 
by luck, found a place not known to him.) Thank you Max. 

Table 1 shows the 
present state of 
this list of 31 
places and the 
earliest dates found 
on stamps or cover. 
There are no Miler 
records, although 
all were made by him 
(assumed from PTT 
records) at his tiny 
factory in Htittikon, 
Canton Zurich. 

a Figure 1 

continued over a 

London Mar.19941ISSN 0951-0001 uFTV PHIL SOC NEWSLf48th yearlNo.3lpp 17 -24 
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AW Group 148 B (1 5  
Table 1 Elzevir cds  

AW ;Group 148 A (16)  

Place  Text  Place  

Aarau 	B + B 	23 IX 67 VII- 

Chur 	BR + EX 	2 XII 67 V - 

Geneve A LET+EXP 	10 VII 67 VIII- 

Luzern 	BR + DI 	14 III 71 - 7  

Luzern 	FAH+AUF 	17 II 72 - 4 (1)  

Zurich 	BR + EX 	23 VII 67 VII- 

Aarau 	BR + EX 	25 	I 66 IV - (2  

Basel 	BR + DI 	16 XI 67 II  - 

Basel 	BR + EX 	3 VII 67,VII - 

Bern 	BR + EX 	19 VI 66 VIII - 

Bienne 	LET+LET 	23 	I 68 VII- 

Fribourg LET+EX 	17 VIII68 III- 

Lausanne LET+EX 	15 VII 67 - 8  

Luzern 	BR + EX 	20 	X 66 VI - 

Vevey 	LET+EX 	27 VIII67 VIII- 

Lausanne LET+DIS 	13 XI 75 - 3  

Lugano 	+ 	14 	X 67 - 6  

Sarnen 	+ 	31 VII 68 I 9 	(3  

Sion 	+ 	9 XII 68 X - 

Solothurn 	+ 	19 XI 67 II - 

Sursee 	+ 	22 VI 67 - 8  

Aarburg 	+ 	9 XII 68 - 11 	(2)  

Altdorf 	+ 	23 	I 73 VI -  

Clarens 	+ 	22 XI 69 -10  

Lenzburg 	+ 	4 	X 67 IV - 

Schwyz 	+ 	30 VI 68 III- 

Sonceboz 	+ 	4 XII 74 -  - 

Stans 	+ 	30 	X 70 II - 

Thusis 	+ 	20 IX 73 IX - 

Willisau 	+ 	14 	V 68 - - 

Zofingen 	+ 	2 	X 68 - 6  

(1) taken from A&E otherwise unknown (2) following places not in A&E  

(3) time incorrectly set  

Only the other day I found a number of small old bluish business letters  
from this period (Figure 1) and found not only the 31st place, Lausanne  
LET+DIS, but also the earliest, Aarau BR+EX 25 I 66, and three other  
early dates. This lowly find convinces me that there are a great number  
of such covers hidden away. Don't forget to look on the back for TPO,  
and arrival marks and, of course, on loose stamps. The Aarau postmark  
was just such an arrival mark, and the contents of the folded letter  
confirmed the date, but I cannot explain it. (Figure 2)  
Otherwise the greatest number I found were for Bern, and as this was  

also the next earliest, 19 VI 66, this was 'certainly' the starting point  
at Postal Headquarters. The left hand list of 16 are all from bigger POs  
with some sub-section mentioned at the bottom (Group 148A). The right  
hand list is for 15 places, but all smaller, without sub-sections (Group  

148 B). The last date of use should also be considered I realised too  
late, but so far I have not seen any later than 1877; a short life by  
Swiss standards, probably not wear resistant enough.  
However, the PO was very concerned with 'non-stationary' POs in those  

days, so that 19 Elzevir 'Ambulant' (TPO) cancels were made, according  
to the list in the AW Group 85, and this is confirmed in the Zumstein-
P^ltiller TPO booklet. No. 9 Genève-Sion III is listed in AW with a first  
date of 1865, this I find hard to believe. Iiy estimate of the date of  
manufacture of this group is the same as for those shown in Table 1.  
Practically all are listed with 1867 as first use. At the same time two  
Elzevir cancels were made for ships on the Lake of Luzern (Group 88).  

(Figure 3). In my opinion these new-type cancellers were made 1865-66. 



5 

Printing 

Recess/offset 
by f I I Stamp 
Printing Office, Bern 

Size: 
29 x 24 mm 

Cylinder 
circumference: 
6 sheets of 50 stamps 
(recess only) 

Paper 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 
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The rarity of the Group 148 B is due to the low quantity of post 
handled by these mainly. smaller POs, but they provided further experi-
ence with this new type of date setting. After this period of evalu-
ation the positive results allowed the PTT to place a definite order 
with Gliller on the 23rd November 1867 for all future cancellers with 
the new time reels, instead of the old date plugs. After the trial 
period no more 'Elzevir' cancels were made, they had done their job, 
as the 'Razor Blades' were to do 45 years later. 

There are certainly other Elzevir cancels from this period which 
have been missed, and earlier dates. Please let me know if you find 
anything. The total to date is 52, as shown above. In Part II the next 
phase of this most interesting period of Swiss cancel history will be 
dealt with. Keep your eyes open for any cancel from the 1860s if it 
has the date in a straight line - a 'linear' date - as plugs are 
always on different lines. 
Figure 2 

Figure 3 
Ship 
cancels 
AW Group 
88 

Figure 4 
Ambulant 
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AW Group 
85 
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Definitive stamps «People at Work') 

The People at Work definitives series, devoted 
mainly to traditional occupations, continues 
with a 4-franc issue featuring a wine-grower. 
The new stamp replaces the corresponding 
value from the Signs of the Zodiac series. It is 
equivalent to the standard charge for regis-
tered letter-post items up to B4 size, 500g 
weight and 50 mm thickness. 

All stamps in the series have been designed by 
Walter Haettenschweiler, Zug, with steel en-
gravings by Pierre Schopfeç La Chaux (Cosso-
nay). 

SWISS POSTS IP 
Philatelic Office  

Fr. 4.— Wine-grower 
The wine-grower's work follows an immutable 
annual cycle dictated by climatic conditions and 
the forces of nature. At the beginning of the 
year, the labour-intensive winter pruning of the 
vines is carried out as shown on the stamp. 
Then, during spring and summer, the fruiting 
shoots have to be cut back and their sideshoots 
removed. At the same time, the soil needs to 
be tended by fertilizing and hoeing or mowing. 
Later, some of the foliage is tied back or remo-
ved to allow more sun to reach the ripening 
fruit. During the whole of the growing season 
the vines also need to be protected from pests 
and diseases. The wine year reaches its climax 
in autumn, when the grape harvest rewards the 
grower and his family for all their time, trouble 
and effort. 
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60 c. 

50th Anniversary of the Swiss Sports School 
Magglingen l Macolin (SSSM) 

The year 1994 marks the 50th anniversary of 
the founding of the Swiss Sports School. The 
project was the outcome of an agreement 
between the federal government and the city 
of Bienne to establish a national sports school 
(originally called the Federal School of Sports 
and Gymnastics) in the nearby village of 
Magglingen. 
The role of the school today is to foster sport 
as part of our national culture, including its 
teaching and promotion in the service of edu-
cation, health and leisure. Housing the nation's 
largest training complex, a sports-science facil-
ity and a major documentation centre, the 
SSSM acts as something of an unofficial minis- 

try of sport. The school is at pains to provide 
all necessary amenities for the many people and 
institutions, above all sports associations, that 
come here for meetings, courses and work. It 
is a training centre for youth and sports leaders 
and instructors, sports teachers and coaches, 
as well as being one of Switzerland's top 

training and support centres for competitive 
sports. Its research programme is devoted to 
self-selected aspects of sports science, and its 
resources are made available for sport-related 
projects. The school exercises management, 
administrative and advisory functions in the 
sports world. Its information department main-
tains a special sports library and produces 
publications and audiovisual teaching aids. The 
complex as a whole is well integrated with its 
natural surroundings. 
Most of the open-air facilities are open to visi-
tors. The Jubilee Hall and the "End-of-the-
World" Hall (after a local place name) can be 
visited by appointment. 

The stamp designed by Roland Hirter, Bern, 
shows a stylized representation of the sports 
facilities with a group of athletes against a pan-
oramic background of the Bernese Alps. 

15.3.1994 

Sale 

from 15.3.1994, 
while stocks last 

Post offices: 
until 28.2.1995 

Philatelic salespoints: 
until 28.2.1995 

Advance sale: 
from 10.3.1994 80 c. 

International Congress of Mathematicians, Zurich 

From the 3rd to the 11th of August 1994, Zu-
rich will host the 22nd International Congress 
of Mathematicians, an event of unusual size, 
at which every fourth year some 4,000 re-
searchers from all over the world come to-
gether in one of the "mathematical capitals". 
The very first congress was held in Zurich in 
1897, as was also the 9th in 1932. 
There are occasional mathematical formulae to 
be found inscribed on Egyptian papyruses and 
Babylonian terra cotta tablets, but it was the 
Greeks who adopted the science as the basis 
for systematic study of the nature of the uni-
verse. The Renaissance heralded a further gol-
den age, culminating in the development 
of the infinitesimal calculus (discovered by 
Newton and Leibniz around 1670), an indis-
pensable tool for geometers, astronomers and 
physicists. Since then, mathematics has grown 
beyond recognition in both breadth and depth, 
and now finds application in almost every 
branch of science. 
The first great Swiss mathematicians emerged 
in this period of growth. Among them were 
L. Euler and several of the Bernoullis, a family 

that originated in Antwerp and settled in Basel 
in 1622. Jakob (or James) Bernoulli (1654-
1705), professor at the University of Basel from 
1687, was the author of important works in 
astronomy, mechanics and analysis. His most 
significant contribution was perhaps the trea-
tise on probability theory entitled 'Ars conjec-
tendi', which was published eight years after 
his death. While his predecessors (Galileo, Pas-
cal, Fermat, Huygens) contented themselves 
with calculating the chances of winning at 
gambling, Bernoulli regarded probability as a 
degree of certainty, to be used as a guide to 
one's judgements, which can be measured by 
observing long sequences of random events. 
This led him to the 'law of large numbers' , 

which he proved around 1690. 

The stamp designed by the Basle artist Burkard 
Waltenspul shows a portrait of Jakob Bernoul-
li, painted by his brother Nicolas, which hangs 
in the old Aula of the University of Basle. On 
the right is a modern formulation of the law of 
large numbers and its pictorial representation. 

  

Validity: 
unlimited 
from 15.3.1994 
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60 c.: 
Roland Hirter, 
Bern 

80 c.: 
Burkard Waltenspul, 
Basle 

100 c.: 
Arnold Wittmer, 
Gunzwil 

The international telecommunications market 
is undergoing rapid change. In the wake of EC-
supported liberalization Europe's telecom com-
panies will develop in much the same way as 
those in the United States. This means that in 
addition to domestic network operators there 
will be international carriers providing world-
wide telephone and data services as well as 
value-added services. 
Swiss Telecom PTT wants to maintain its strong 
position in the international market while con-
solidating its domestic role. The company can-
not, however, do this alone because of its 

limited size and international presence. That is 
why it has joined PTT Telecom Netherlands and 
Telia Sweden in establishing Unisource. 
Unisource Holding at present runs two oper-
ating companies: Unisource Business Networks 
(UBN), which provides data communication 
services for business customers, and Unisour-
ce Satellite Services (USS), which operates ser-
vices such as VSAT. Unisource will serve as a 

platform for developing further services. 
Unisource's aim is to become Europe's prefer-
red offerer of telecom services for business 
customers. To achieve this objective, it seeks 
cooperation with other operators in the USA 
and the Far East, today's sophisticated busi-
ness communication requirements calling for 
worldwide solutions on a one-stop shopping 
basis. 
Its participation in Unisource enables Swiss 
Telecom PTT to offer its customers com-
prehensive international telecommunication 
services, thus promoting Switzerland's role as 
an industrial and  trade centre. It also means 
that Swiss Telecom PTT can meet the require-
ments of liberalization and globalization in a 
changed telecom environment without losing 
its identity or its substance. 

The stamp design by Arnold Wittmer, Gunzwil, 
symbolizes worldwide communication in-
volving Unisource and the three participating 
countries. 

180 c.: 
André Bovey, 
Lausanne 

DIEfrilST  
Philatelie-Service 

../`'l POSTE 
Service philatélique 

Fr. 1.— 

Swiss Telecom PTT participation in Unisource 
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Fr. 1.80 50th Anniversary of the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) 

Civil air transport in this century has grown 
from a playground for bold adventurers into a 
common means of transport. In the beginning 
it was nearly impossible, for technical reasons, 
to perform international flights. It was only in 
the 30s and 40s that cross-border air trans-
portation became increasingly important. This 
development required enhanced international 
cooperation and harmonization, both in the 
technical and political fields. 

Upon the invitation of the United States, the 
representatives of 52 countries met in Chicago 
on 1 November 1944 to set up a legal basis 
for the development of international civil avia-
tion. Not more than a month later, on 7 De-
cember 1944, the Convention on International 
Civil Aviation, better known as the Chicago 
Convention, was signed, becoming effective 
on 4 April 1947. Apart from the establishment 
of general Principles in respect of the legal sta-
tus of air space, an important number of pro-
visions in the Convention deal with the estab- 

Books and the Press 
"Books and the Press" is the title of an exhibi-
tion held each year in Geneva. It is also the in-
spiration for a three-part commemorative se-
ries of stamps celebrating the written word. 
Communications could only really take off once 
it became possible to put thoughts and knowl-
edge down in writing, saving them for future 
generations and passing on messages. A close-
ly related development was the sending of 
messages over long distances, carried initially 
by individual messengers and riders, but later 
bya fast-growing network of permanent postal 
links. In this way, the dissemination of the writ-
ten word can be seen as indirectly responsible 
for the introduction of the postage stamp: as 
written correspondence became more and 
more important, so a new form of charging 
was called for 

60 c. Early manuscripts 

Writing, particularly as we know it today, de-
veloped relatively late in the history of mankind 
and had its origins in early forms such as the 
"quipu" (knotted cords used by the ancient Pe-
ruvians), the tally stick and cave paintings. The 
earliest form of actual writing is pictographic 
writing, of which there were two types: firstly 
there were symbols whose meanings were in-
tuitive and were not 'read' in the literal sense; 
and secondly there were writing systems in 

80 c. Letterpress 

The invention of printing around the middle 
of the 15th Century is a milestone in human 
civilisation, opening up fundamentally new 
ways of spreading the written word. Until that 
time, all writings - mainly religious works or 
poetry - had been in the form of individual 
manuscripts, greatly treasured today. But the 
art of printing gradually made it possible to 
give more and more people access to knowl- 

Fr. 1.- Electronic publishing 

lishment of the International Civil Aviation Or-
ganization (ICAO). 
After the founding of the United Nations (UN), 
ICAO was given the status of a UN special or-
ganization. Its aims and objectives are to de-
velop the principles and techniques of interna-
tional air navigation and to foster the planning 
and development of international air transport. 
In particular, this means securing the safe and 
orderly growth of international civil aviation 
throughout the world, achieving safe, regular, 
efficient and economical air transport and pro-
moting the safety of international air travel. 
Today, ICAO has 178 member countries. Since 
1 August 1991, it has been headed by a Swiss 
Secretary-General. 

The stamp designed by André Bovey of Lau-
sanne features a picture of the earth, a radar 
image and an airliner to symbolize worldwide 
cooperation of ICAO members for the benefit 
of international civil aviation. 

These three stamps represent important stages 
in the development, processing and use of text. 
All three designs are the work of Fred Bauer of 
Kusnacht Switzerland. 

which every word had its own symbol and 
meaning. This eventually led to syllabic scripts 
with certain symbols for particular sequences 
of sounds. The hieroglyphics of the ancient 
Egyptians and the cuneiform scripts of the As-
syrians, Babylonians and Persians are especial-
ly interesting in this context. Script was initial-
ly written on clay tablets or papyrus rolls, later 
on parchment and finally on paper, which 
originated in China in the early 15th Century. 

edge, ideas and discoveries by means of "mass-
produced” books. 
Gutenberg's invention of printing actually 
covered two fundamental processes, namely 
the setting and printing of text, and therefore 
embraced a number of essential aspects such 
as the printing press itself and the production 
and use of movable type. 

Printing 

Rotogravure; 
Hélio Courvoisier SA, 
La Chaux-de-Fonds 

Size: 
36 x 25,7 mm 

Cylinder 
circumference: 
2 sheets of 50 stamps 

Paper: 
white, fluorescent: 
mat gummed 

Designer 

Fred Bauer, 
Kiisnacht 

Gutenberg's invention has been steadily im-
proved and refined over the past 500 years, but 
it is only in the last 20 years that a radically new 
technique has emerged: electronic processing 
of text and images. This step was needed to 
cope with the burgeoning mass of infor-
mation more quickly and to meet publishing 

- - --- rvf+„., rho text is never even pro- 

duced in paper format, as it may be informa-
tion transmitted electronically for specific pur-
poses, or stored for reference in an electronic 
database. 
Like letterpress printing in its day, electronic 
publishing has revolutionized work practices 
and created whole new professions in the fields 
of printing and typography. 
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MEETING REPORTS - The Northern Group held its annual competition in 
Leeds on the 5th February. The winners, which were decided by popular 
vote, were as follows: 
Postal Stationery and winner of the 'Highsted Cup' was Mrs V Davis with 
a display of 'Stationery for the National Industrial Exhibitions'. 
Postal History and winner of the 'Moore Bowl' was Mr P Vaughan with a 
display of early Railway Travelling Post Offices. 
The Philatelic section was won by Mr D Hope with the 'Swiss Provisional 
Issues 1915-30'. 
Mrs Davis also won the Aero Philatelic section with a display of the 
early flight covers. 	 R A H 

London meeting of the 9th February. - Thirteen members were present 
with the Chairman and apologies were received from Messrs Kuriger, 
Hewson and Dawson. The Chairman gave a reminder of the Chippenham 
Seminar on Saturday 9th April 1994 of which details were circulated 
with the February Newsletter (see also below). The programme for the 
evening was 'Censor, Internment Camps and Undercover mail' by all members. 
Six members were able to produce relevant material from WWI & WWII; Mrs 
A Lee, and E Lienhard, R S Johnson, C Mistely, J Cordingley, D Slate. 
(As a reminder your 'scribe' produced the series of articles written by 
L N C Dutton and published in the .Newsletter between 1974 and 1977.) 
We saw W;TI & WWII Censor marks, hand stamps/cachets 'passed by censor' 
and signed, re-sealing and examination censor labels, 'Opened by censor' 
with and without the examiner's number of GB, America, India, European 
with Polish and German 'officiels' on mail in and out of Switzerland 
and the special blue wash for discovering invisible ink markings. Also 
the cachet types Suspension of Postal Services, Detained in France during 
German Occupation, and others. similar. The Red Cross Enquiry Services 
and mail from Internment Camps (both periods), with and without censor-
ship, censorship on newspaper wrappers, and also from a civilian Refugee 
camp. One interesting Internment letter bore an Express label with an 
Official Cross small landscape stamp, correctly used. There was naturally 
much discussion among the members on the material produced, but the 
question was finally raised "Where was the 'Under Cover Mail'?" - still 
hidden apparently, for not a single item was produced: F Pickard gave 
a comprehensive vote of thanks. 	 M 0 B 

CHIPPENHAM SEM'IINAR - 9th April - The programme now includes Alex Newall 
with Swiss Air Mail Stamps, D Ripley with mail from Switzerland to GB 
from 1939 to 1945, and Claude Mistely with a different perspective on 
Swiss stamps. If you have not already booked up then send a cheque NOW 
to Mrs W Lamble, 14 Brooklands, TOTNES Devon TQ9 5AR, tel. 0 803 866041. 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS Tel: 071-794 8078 

P.O. BOX 940 
LONDON 
NW6 2JP 

If you have some money left after Stampex I shall be pleased to show you 
my stocks at the Kent Federation Rally in Gravesend on the 19th March, 
Milton Keynes on 20th March, Oxford on 26th March, Tonbridge on 21st March 
and Surbiton on the 2nd of April. See the Press for details of the venues. 
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Did you know? 	 by 14 Rutherfoord 

- that a remarkable exhibition is to be seen in the 18 frames of the 
PTT Museum from 8th February to 5th June. It is from the prize-winning 
collection of Albert Fillinger of Mulhouse, France, on the French 
military cancellations from 1672 till 1830. A postal history exhibit 
par excellence. 
- that another interesting exhibition, also in the PTT Museum, started 
on the 23rd February and runs till 29th May, on Mail Art, i.e., on 
what artists send to each other across the world by post or fax. The 
ideas and creations are limitless, and must have given many postmen a 
shock. An uncommon aspect of postal history, but with many followers. 
- that Zumstein paid SFr.300 000 for the Mirabaud Swiss collection, 
probably the greatest ever to be auctioned, with no less than 1400 
Cantonals, on 12th May 1908, according to the 2-volume "History of 
Philately" by C Brtihl (1985), in German. 
- that for followers of Roman roads, the Hungarians have issued (Oct. 
1993) a block showing the main B.ropean routes whereby Augustus 
Rauricorum - the present day Augst near Basel - is mentioned. 
- that the cows, and bulls, from the Bernese Simmenthal have made a 
great impression on South African animal husbandry for more than a 
century, for which Namibia issued a set of four stamps in 1993 (16th 
April to be accurate). I apologise for not realising this at the time, 
but the blurb did not mention Switzerland as the original cattle came 
from Germany to their colony in South-West Africa. 
- that during the week ending 12th February the Philatelisten-Club 
Swissair exhibited in Terminal B special collections to commemorate 
the first Swiss airmail flights of 1919. 
- that the well-known and respected firm of G Honegger in 8716 
Schmerikon/ZH has the excellent habit of issuing every year since 1980, 
a beautiful catalogue of classic Swiss stamps as his sales list. 100 
odd pages packed with colour illustrations and also at least one 
specialised. article on his research into this field. Write to him for 
a free copy of the AS book, in German, but do include an addressed 
label and some Swiss stamps for postage, to Ktirzstrasse 1. 
- that a new printing of the SFr.6.- stamp booklet was made on the 
2nd March 1993, but I don't know if the marks, including the printing 
date, are all the same as before. Pity one can't take out a standing 
order for such booklets, but I suppose it is more interesting to go to 
dozens of POs looking for the missing bits of the puzzle. 
- that Zermatt has received a new K-cancel as the PTT have rescinded 
their old rule that if a place had a cancelling machine then they 
would have a publicity slogan.and, therefore, did not need a publicity 
hand canceller as well. 
- that another two cancels with a British connection have been found 
in the Gtiller record books. That was A Arbenz doing in Birmingham? 
With a Swiss name was he a confectioner? The Royal Engineers ordered 
only this one canceller at the time the Army Telegraphs were being 
considered; see the Newsletter for October 1993. 
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Football World Cup 1994 80 c.  
Switzerland's football team has qualified for 
the finals of the 1994 World Cup being staged 
in the USA. The first such qualification after a 
break of 28 years is a remarkable accolade for 
the Swiss Football Association (SFV), which cur-
rently has over 200,000 members, 110,000 of 
them juniors. It is also a well-deserved reward 
for the hard work put in by all the Association's 
clubs and branches. The SFV hopes that this 
success will lead to wider recognition of its ef-
forts within Switzerland. Much of its work is 
targeted at young people, as it is keenly aware 
of its social responsibilities and is eager to con-
tribute to the life of the community. 
The finals of the 14th World Cup will be held 
in the USA from 17 June to 17 July 1994. The 
cities of Detroit, Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Chicago, Dallas, Boston, New York, Washing-
ton and Orlando will play host to this unique 

sporting spectacle, whose size and interna-
tional importance are surpassed only by the 
Olympic Games. It is a wonderful opportunity 
for the SFV to not only represent Switzerland, 
but also assist in better acquainting the Amer-
ican public with the sport which is so popular 
across Europe. 
What is more, this long-awaited World Cup 
qualification makes a wonderful birthday pres-
ent for the SFV, which is about to celebrate its 
centenary in 1995. 

The stamp designed by Hermann Schelbert 
from Olten shows a typical football scene il-
lustrating the dynamism of this hard-fought 
team sport. At the same time it draws atten-
tion to the 1995 centenary of the Swiss Foot-
ball Association. 

Size:  
36 x 25,7 mm  

Cylinder  
circumference:  
2 sheets of 50 stamps  

Paper:  
white, fluorescent;  
mat gummed  
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Rotogravure;  
Hélio Courvoisier SA,  
La Chaux-de-Fonds  

Now available - the NEW  
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN CATALOGUE 1994 

 

in full colour, 512 pages. The official catalogue of the 
 

SBHV, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this  
year. Introduction in German and French. "The philatelic 

 

z 	rnstein reference book for young and old" in the NEW 'Libretto'- 
__ 	_ binding (thread stitched, opening flat). 	S  

	

-= SCAINHIZI 	
Still in great demand  
	  ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1993  

1 	All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT issues and  
address list of A.I.E.P. members. English introduction . 

SFr.52.50  
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991f92  
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, CEPT issues and address list  
of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. SFr.51.--
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN .EUROPE Vol. 3 1992  
All countries of former eastern Europe, address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. 	 SFr,56.-- 
The postage is not included in these prices:  

Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L Catalogue 	SFr. 7.30  
Europe, one volume SFr.12.10  

A new Zumstein Western Europe Catalogue, Volume 2 (j-z) 1994  
will come out at the end of 1993.  
For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or  

to our agent in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street,  
Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU.  
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (GIROBANK ) 

Bern 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you.  
ZUMSTEIN + CIE., Prpr. Hertsch + Co., PO Box, CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland  
New vhone numbers from 9.9.93 - 031/312 00 55; Fax: 031/312 23 26  

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain  

Printed by RPM Renrozranhics (Chichester) Ltd.. Chichester GB 
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SWISS GUARDED TRAIN MAUL - Update 

After the end of WWI, transport and distribution of goods in central 
and eastern Europe were chaotic. The railways were almost powerless 
to keep things moving mainly due to the activities of armed gangs of 
bandits who held up trains, rifled them and left them badly damaged. 
The solution was found by providing armed Swiss Army Escorts who having 
been neutral0 were both acceptable to all and at the same time highly 
trained. Very little is known about these trains as there are few 
official or military records dealing with them. The late Wg/Cdr. R F ' 

Bulstrode OBE dealt with all available information in his article in 
The Swiss Philatelist No: 76, 1979. Since then two further covers have 
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come to light and we are indebted to Mr H L Katcher for giving us the 
opportunity to add to our knowledge of this subject. 
1921 Rumania Train (shown on the front cover). This rare registered 
cover from Arad to Bern with the 'Escorte Commerciale Suisse' cachet 
is backstamped 'Bu:ndeshaus, Bern'. Arad had by that time become Rum-
anian but the registration label still shows the old Hungarian name 
of Ajanlott. This should be ascribed No. 28 or 29 in Wg/Cdr. Bulstrode's 
table of numbered trains with dates. The escort commander presumably 
was A Kellenberger. 

1946 Swiss Hospital Train North. The Red Cross confirm that between 
November 1945 and May 1946 several Swiss trains were used to repatri-
ate Poles interned in Switzerland, and on the return journey brought 
Swiss citizens from Poland. These repatriation trains were organised 
by the Swiss Army, all military and medical personnel being Swiss. The 
Hospital Train North, named Polenzug 5, left St Margrethen for Katowice 
on the 18th March 1946. 

Can we increase our collective knowledge of this subject? Any further 
details, however small or seemingly insignificant, should be sent to 
the Editor please. 

Our Exchange Packet 
Secretary writes: 	TRIAL PRINTS 

I have been working on a new listing for the Trial Prints. If anyone has any interesting 
information / prints etc. Please let me know, so that the finished listing is as upto date 

as possible. Thanks. Derrick Slate 

Members entering the annual competitions at the London meeting on 
the 13th April are reminded that their entries should now comprise 
twelve (12) sheets for both the Cup and the Moore Trophy. 
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LONDON MEETING OF 9th March 1994 - Thirteen members were present with 
the Chairman, apologies having been received from R S Johnson, M 
Kuriger and M Hewson. 

'20th Century Postal History as seen by F Pickard' was the subject, 
the conceptions of Routes and Rates as the basis of Postal History 
studies were immediately swept away. 'Innovations by the PTT' was 
perhaps the best way of describing the display. 

The many subjects covered included Surcharging, illustrated by the 
PJ, PP and Pro Aero issues, as against overprinting of Tell issues 
of 1918 and later and League of Nations offices to 1946, also the UN, 
Officials and Franchise material. Perfins were shown, but should these 
be included here as most were private? Mr Pickard went on to show the 
innovations in Postal Stationery, the imprinted stamps, Bundesfeier 
cards, imprinted and pictorial cards, Registered letter envelopes, 
aerogrammes and air letters. Then followed the introduction of minia- 
ture sheets for special issues or events, Day of the Stamp and First 
Day Covers. Mr Pickard dealt with the whole range of systems leading 
to and operating the mechanisation of the mail services from 1968; 
the issue of stamps, the coils and booklets from vending machines, 
Frama labels, meter stamp franking, bulk mail system, Express labels, 
Priority A labels and the T cancel system for collecting on under-
paid items. Finally the wide usage. of the famous yellow Post Bus: 
service throughout the country and its benefit to the people, and the 
way in which the Automobile Post Offices serve at special events both 
in town and country. 	 M 0 B 

A NOTE FROM YOUR EXCHANGE PACKET SECRETARY: 

SWAPPING 

I feel I must remind members that swapping stamps in the Exchange Packet 
with stamps in your own possession MUST NOT OCCUR — THIS IS THEFT. 

WE DO NOT WANT THIS IN OUR EXCHANGE PACKET - WHEN THIS HAPPENS 
IT IS OUR SOCIETY THAT LO SES OUT. 

GABRA picture postcard 

GABRA III, Switzerland's third postal stationery 
and covers exhibition, will be held at Burgdorf, 
Canton Bern, from 23 to 25 September 1994. 
The same as GABRA I and II, it will be marked 
by the issue of a picture postcard. 
On the front it features Switzerland's first postal 
'money order, which had an embossed stamp 
and gave the addresses of the sender and re-
cipient as well as the amount and the sending 
office's registration number and datestamp. 
The large Roman numeral designated the 
postal district responsible for accounting. This 
first postal money order was issued in 1867 in 
five different colours and postage values for re-
mittances up to 500 Swiss francs. 
The stamp on the back of the card shows a styl-
ized cover with a Swiss-cross seal. Its designer 
is Peter Gerber of Bern. 
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CLASSICS, FINE COVERS,UPU 1900 , 

PROOFS & ESSAYS, PIONEER AIRS , 

HOTEL POSTS ,  RARE OFFICIALS  
ETC.  

WE SHALL SHORTLY PRODUCE ONE OF OUR FAMOUS BOOKLETS  

OF VERY FINE MATERIAL WITH COLOUR ILLUSTRATIONS. HIGH  

PRODUCTION COSTS DO NOT PERMIT US TO SEND IT TO EVERY  

CLIENT ON OUR MAILING LIST. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN  

MAKING PURCHASES OF THIS TYPE OF MATERIAL KINDLY DROP  

AS A LINE AND WE SHALL SEND YOU A COPY FREE OF CHARGE.  
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The 1994 Europa stamps are devoted to «Dis-
coveries», the common theme chosen by the 
European Conference of Postal and Telecom-
munications Administrations (CEPT). Being a 
small, landlocked country, Switzerland has no 
seafaring tradition as such, and has not pro-
duced any famous discoverers of new lands. 
On the other hand, Switzerland has been high- 

60 C. Bathyscaphe «Trieste» 

Piccard began preparing for his deep-sea diving 
attempts as early as 1937, being convinced that 
the principle of the air balloon also held good 
for «underwater ballooning» in a bathysphere. 
However, his work was interrupted by the Sec-
ond World War, and it was 1948 before he 
could make his first diving attempts off Dakar. 
Despite various setbacks and problems in ob-
taining the necessary funding, he carried on 
with the project, now supported by his son Jac-
ques. Finally, the bathyscaphe «Trieste» was 
built in an Italian shipyard and completed ini-
tial dives of 3,150 and 3,700 metres. The ulti- 

100 c. Stratospheric balloon « 

The Swiss scientist Auguste Piccard (1884 - 
1962) completed studies in both mechanical 
engineering and natural science, but privately 
preferred to devote his energies to ballooning. 
By 1931, after a long period of planning and 
preparation, including a search for sponsors, 
he was finally ready. With a colleague, Paul Kip-
fer, he made an ascent with a stratospheric bal-
loon and a pressurized, spherical cabin, reach-
ing a height of 15,781 metres. A year later, 
on 18 August 1932, Auguste Piccard made 
another ascent, accompanied by the engineer 
Max Cosyns, at Dubendorf near Zurich, reach-
ing the record height of 16,940 metres. To at-
tain these altitudes, he used a balloon that dif-
fered from conventional designs in two ways: 
firstly, given its enormous size, the envelope of 
the balloon had to be particularly light and 
filled with hydrogen instead of town gas; sec-
ondly, because of the low atmospheric densi- 

ly successful in the field of scientific research 
and discovery. Auguste Piccard and his son Jac-
ques are famed for their exploration of the 
stratosphere and the ocean depths. The two 
stamps show the vehicles used in their voyages 
of discovery, i.e. the stratospheric balloon and 
the bathyscaphe. 

mate success came on 23 January 1960: On 
board the «Trieste», from a base in Guam, Jac-
ques Piccard and Lieutenant Don Walsh of the 
US Navy descended to a depth of 10,916 me-
tres in the Marianas Trench. The bathyscaphe 
was exposed to a water pressure of approxi-
mately 1100 atmospheres, equivalent to a pres-
sure of 170,000 tonnes, or 1,150 kg/cm 2 , for 
a vessel of that size. After spending 20 min-
utes on the sea bed, during which a flatfish was 
sighted even at this great depth, the Trieste re-
surfaced and returned safely to the support 
ship. 

FNRS» 

ty at that altitude, a conventional balloon bas-
ket was out of the question, and a pressurized 
aluminium cabin had to be used instead. The 
«Fonds National Beige de la Recherche Scien-
tifique (FNRS)», after which the balloon was 
named, met the cost of the expedition. Piccard 
was not driven by sporting ambition or the de-
sire to break records; his aim was to measure 
cosmic radiation, which had just been dis-
covered and about which little was known at 
the time. After a 12-hour voyage over the Tog-
genburg mountains, the Grisons Alps and 
northern Italy, he finally landed his balloon to 
the south of Lake Garda near the village of 
Monzambo, in the Desenzano region. 
The data collected by Professor Piccard on these 
two high-altitude flights were later of vital 
importance in the development of pressurized 
aircraft cabins. 

17.5.1994 
Europa stamps: 

Discoveries 

Printing 

Rotogravure; 
Hélio Courvoisier SA, 
La Chaux-de- Fonds 

Size: 
28.6 x 39.2 mm 

Cylinder 
circumference: 
2 sheets of 50 stamps 

Paper: 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 

Designer 

Pierre Baur, 
Herrenschwanden 

60+30 c. Weight-driven Neuchâtel clock 
(International Watch and Clock Museum, La Chaux-de-Fonds) 

Clock-making has been a speciality in the 	It strikes the hour and the quarters and also 
mountains of Canton Neuchätel since the early 	shows the date. A coat of arms and the clock- 
18th century. Jacques Matthey-Jonais from La 	maker's signature are engraved on the brass 
Brévine built this weight-driven clock in 1728. 	front. 

60+30 c. Linen-embroidered pomegranate 
(Textile Museum, St Gallen) 

This and similar examples of linen cloth em- 
	

is botanical categories because the shapes are 
broidery in a limited range of colours originate 

	
often stylized. However, certain motifs were 

from around Lake Constance. This art form 
	particularly popular in the 16th century. The 

flourished in the second half of the 16th and 
	

pomegranate, for instance, was a leitmotiv in 
in the early 17th century and frequently fea- 

	Italian Renaissance silk embroidery, and in linen 
tures wreathes of leaves and blossoms, in ad- 	embroidery it is often depicted as a crowned 
dition to a wide variety of figured designs. The 

	apple shape with its seed-filled interior on view. 
blossoms cannot always be assigned to specif- 

80+40 c. Biscuit mould for « Kräfli> 
(Leventina Museum, Giornico) 

The "Kräfli " (filled pastry) mould chosen for this 
stamp design is particularly attractive and high-
ly symbolic. The pastry is meant to please the 
palate while fortifying body and soul. The heart 
keeps us alive and is the seat of our emotions. 
A heart-shaped gift signifies love and a yearn-
ing for intimacy. Love and flowers with the 

1100+4o c. Paper bird for a child's cr 
(Schweiz. Museum fur Volkskunde 

Paper birds like this were suspended over cra-
dles and cribs in the Upper Toggenburg region 
around 1910. These colourful, mobile-like 
shapes were intended to soothe infants and 

_ft -. :2 	2.-  

Pro Patria stamps: 

Swiss Folk Art 
This year sees the issue of part three of the 
four-year «Swiss Folk Art» series. Designed to 
illustrate a cross-section of the many inter-
esting folk crafts found in Switzerland, it fea-
tures as many different techniques and mate-
rials as possible. The 1994 set is the work of 
Dario Traversi from San Pietro. 

Ninety percent of the proceeds from the pre-
mium on these stamps goes to the Swiss Pro 
Patria Foundation. It will be used to support rec-
ognized nonprofit institutions concerned with 
the promotion and preservation of Swiss cul-
tural life and heritage and filling gaps in Swit-
zerland's social security net. The remaining 10 
percent will be made available for special cul-
tural or social projects of national importance. 

Printing 

Rotogravure; 
Hélio Courvoisier SA, 
La Chaux-de-Fonds 

Size: 
28x33.4mm 

C,:: ...-. 
circumference: 
2 sheets of 50 stamps 

Paper: 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 

roses standing for joy - hold the promise of 
much fruit. The Cross represents our prayer to 
the Almighty to protect and shower blessings 
on all who are dear to us. The mould has eight 
round depressions symbolizing the resurrection 
and life of Christ and Man. The dove of the 
Holy Ghost hovers over the scene. 

adle 
, Basel) 

Catholic area, similar dove-shaped decorations 
symbolizing the Holy Ghost were used. This ex-
ample is one of a series of paper birds made by 
a lady from Nesslau, who ingeniously combined 
a traditional shape with folk art motifs. 
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Mr Mistely visits the Northern Group  - The largest attendance of members 
and visitors for some time, including Mr J Pratt from York the President 
of the Yorkshire Philatelic Association, were present to welcome Mr 
Claude Mistely making his first visit to the Northern Group on 5th March. 
Mr Mistely began by presenting the Chris Rauch Literature Award to 

Mr D Cairns for his outstanding series of articles for the Newsletter 
on 'Swissair, 60 Glorious Years'. 

The first half of his display was a slide show featuring places and 
scenes depicted on Swiss stamps, together with the issued stamp and the 
designer's trials. He also discussed the problems the designers and 
engravers had to face, and how these had been overcome for the finished 
stamp. This 'Philatelic Tour' included the Jura, Basel, Zurich, Central 
Switzerland, the Valais, Graubtinden, Western Switzerland, and Geneve, 
and brought back many memories of holidays spent in this beautiful 
country. Mr Mistely then gave a short display featuring many of the 
items shown on the slides, including essays, stamps, covers and maxi-
mum cards, and some beautiful cards and booklets relating to diligence 
and postal coach service. 

The afternoon was concluded by a further selection of slides showing 
the colourful parade illustrating the history of the Swiss Posts in 
Zurich for the NABA Philatelic Exhibition. 	 R A H 

HELP - Does any member have a complete list of the Railway Station 
numbers as used in their cancels; pre-1956 and post-1956. This would 
be published in the Newsletter for the benefit of members carrying 
out research in this interesting field. Please help if you can. 

At the January 1994 London meeting Bob Johnson showed a railway station 
cancel from the Ticino which had the letters 'SFF' instead of 'FFS' for 
the Italian version of the sigle for the Swiss Federal Railways. Does 
anyone know whether this is just a mistake? Did these letters appear 
as seperate inserts in the cancel like the time/date slugs in the 
temporary cancels, or were they an integral part of the cancel when 
it was produced by the manufacturer? Please check your collections and 
let the Editor know of any with 'SFF', or other 'unusual' items. 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EU  ROSTAMPS Tel: 071-794 8078 

P.O. BOX 940 
LONDON 
NW6 2JP 

  

Nccc SS 

_ak 

 

Meet me at the following Fairs: 9th April Harrow. 10th April Chelmsford. 
16th April Thatcham. 17th April Hatfield. 23rd April Goodmayes Philatelic 
Society Event. 24th April Sevenoaks. See the press for details of the 
venues. All Wantlists receive my personal attention. 
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Did you know? 	 M Rutherfoord 

- that at the beginning of April the PTT will introduce a new truly 
mobile post office service in the Calancatal, the westernmost Italian-
speaking valley of the Graubunden. In this remote valley none of the 
existing tiny village POs can survive, but with this collective mobile 
office all can be served at least once per day. The special postmark 
and other details will follow. 
- that I have seen that the old Middle Ages name for the Rigi was Regina 
Montium, from which the present name is derived. Many articles have 
been written about the stamps issued by the Hotel of the Cold Bath. 
- that a member has asked me to identify a cancellation 'H.Buchsee'. 
This is the shortened version for 'Herzogenbuchsee', and there are 
others of this type used in the 19th century. This, and similar queries, 
has suggested to me that a comprehensive listing of all abbreviations 
to be found on Swiss cancels might be of use. Felix Ganz made the most 
useful list available (p 60, August 1993 Newsletter), but I will try 
to use in each case an illustration of a typical cancellation, showing 
its use and with an explanation. 'Aangen A/A' and 'Conters i/O' come 
to mind, even 'Exp. Let.' can cause trouble to a beginner. As it is 
not too easy to complete the list I would be most grateful for sugges-
tions, especially those which have been unsolved for years. The latest 
puzzle is shown in figure 1 on its First Day of use, just to prove 
that it is an ongoing problem, in fact it never ends. 
- that Federal Councillor Ogi, as head of the Post Office, declared a 
few years ago that there would be no more unintelligible stamps. The 
present commemoratives belie his words. The first two values of Books 
and Press are attractive and meaningful, but what has the third got 
to do with electronics and computers? 
- that on page 19 last month are shown two TPO cancels which mention 
places in France, namely Culoz on No. 5, south of Genève, and Pontar-
lier on No. 18, southwest of Neuchatel. 
- that hardly had the ink dried on my summary of Swiss Registration 
labels (February Newsletter) when a new type (No. 8) appeared in late 
February. Officially the FD was to be 1st March in an internal PTT 
instruction to postmasters, i.e., not in the normal PTA. The new coded 
labels, figure 2, were issued to all Swiss POs (about 3500) but were 
to be used for foreign letters only. The old red labels and the 'new' 
black R labels were to be used only for internal letters. However, the 
PTT did not issue additional registration books in which all such 
letters have to be recorded, so how could the counter clerk keep a 
check using two parallel sets of numbers. Result: all non-coded labels 
were disposed of in most POs. The larger POs photograph all registered 
items (and Express), so they still use both types. This means that the 
'red' labels are not scarce, but the newly-introduced black R labels 
(No. 7) will be extremely scarce as they have been issued to only a 
few POs. The labels are slightly bigger, 55 x 20 mm, self-adhesive, 
all cut, and all black, in strips of ten as before. The bar code can 
be read electronically to make up the list which accompanies each 
bundle of foreign registered letters. For foreign parcels and insured 
items similar new labels, all black, have been issued to POs. What the 
bar code contains, other than the item number and PLZ, I have not yet 
worked out. Note that Japan started this coding system in August 1985. 

T+'i iures 1 and 2 are on the facing page. 



K 1387 7325 Schwendi im 6 Dec. 1993 
Weisstannental 

K 1388 7326 Weisstannen 6 Dec. 1993 
K 1389 2905 Courtedoux 10 Dec. 1993 
' Applied in Goldau 	2  Applied in Kriens 

This is the final list for 1993. In the next Tell 
we will begin with the 1994 K cancel list. In a 
recent BBZ the numbers were different from 
this list. Numbers assigned by the SVP have 
been recognized by the PTT in a recent 
Amtsblatt as the correct numbers. 

New `I' cancels 
K 1382 

K 30a 

K 891a 

K 1383 

K 1384 

K 1385 

K 1386 

8963 Kindhausen 

6600 Muralto 

6000 Luzern 1 

1236 Cartigny 

8494 Bauma 

6611 Russo 

2518 Nods 

20 Sept. 1993 

25 Sept. 1993 

1 Oct.1993 

9 Oct. 1993 

16 Oct. 1993 

23 Nov. 1993 

3 Dec. 1993 
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EXCHANGE PACKET 
DON'T FORGET TO SORT OUT THAT MATERIAL THAT HAS BEEN 

UNTOUCHED FOR YEARS IN THAT OLD SHOE BOX 
AND SEND THE BOOKLETS (BY PIGEON POST?) BEFORE THE END OF JUNE 

Now available - the NEW 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN CATALOGUE 1994 

in full colour, 512 pages. The official catalogue of the 
SBHV, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this 
year. Introduction in German and French. "The philatelic 
reference book for young and old" in the NEW 'Libretto'-
binding (thread stitched, opening flat). SFr.22.-- 

Still in great demand 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1993 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT issues and 
address list of A.I.E.P. members. English introduction 

SFr.52.50  
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991/92 
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, CEPT issues 
of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. 
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE Vol. 3 1992 
All countries of former eastern Europe, address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. 	 SPé.56.-- 
The postage is not included in these prices: 
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L Catalogue 	SFr. 7.30 

Europe, one volume SFr.12.10 
A new Zumstein Western Europe Catalogue, Volume 2 (j-z) 1994 
will come out at the end of 1993.   
For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our agent in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street , 

Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (GIROBANK ) 

Bern 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you. 

ZUMSTEIN + CIE., Prpr. Hertsch + Co., PO Box, CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland 
New phone numbers from 9.9.93 - 031/312 00 55; Fax: 031/312 23 26  

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 

and address list 
SFr.51.--  
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No. 5 	 M A Y 1 9 9 4 	 48th year 

TIEFENBACH AND THE MAN WHO NEVER WAS 	 by M Rutherfoord 
or the Story of Two Phantoms 
Letter addressed to: H Schorri, Förster des Rollschen Eisenwerkes, 

Tiefenbach, Ct de Berne. Posted in Erschwil 1.IX.74 

Quite intrigued by the original question in the January Newsletter 
and by the partial answers in the February issue, I continued my re-
searches and in the end visited the region, a fascinating adventure. 

In my 1928 edition of the List of Places which even gives hamlets 
and places which never had a P0, I found the nine shown in the figure 
below, six in Canton Bern, and the only one with a P0, that on the 
Furka Pass in Canton Uri, only open in the summer, but now closed 
completely (figures 2 & 3). However, it was clear that the only likely 
Tiefenbach is now called Belprahon, as this is the area of Canton Bern 
most likely to have had something to do with an iron works, as indi- 
cated in the address. There is a large smelting plant still in oper-
ation at Choindez only 5 km to the north, and belonging to Von Roll. 
They would have used charcoal in 1874, so needed forests and a forester. 
Nobody I have spoken to can work out the reasons for the curious 

route taken by the letter. Looking at the back, the order of the places 
'visited' must take into account that a.m. times are in Roman figures 

and p.m. in Arabic resulting in: Liestal, Bern, 
Herzogenbuchsee, Bern, Délémont, Bern, Moutier- 
Grandval. I think they were baffled by the non- 
existence of Tiefenbach as it had opened its 
first PO only 2 years before under the name 
Belprahon, i.e., the French name. However, 
Teifenbach is still used locally by German 
speakers. The population has just reached 300. 

Erschwil is 14 km away to the NE in a straight 
line, so 10c is the correct postage. The old 
local rate for 2 Wegstunden (2 hours) , i.e., 
twice 4.8 km, still applied until 1.9.1876 
when it became 10 km. 

The other problem was that Hr Schorri did not 
exist: The postmaster in Belprahon immediately 
said to me that this was the phonetic spelling 
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Tiefenbach(Bemer Jura) = Belprahon 
Tiefenbach, Diemtigen, Bern, 942 

P Horboden 0,7+1,3 
T Oey(Diemtigen) 3,2+2,0 

Tiefenbach, Oberburg, Bern, 568 
PT Oberburg(Bern) 1,7 

Tiefenbach, Oberwil i.S'tal. Bern, 851 
PT Oberwil(Simmental) 1,5+0,6 

Tiefenbacb, Sumiswald, Bern 
PT Wasen (Emmental) 

— Ober 1010 3,2+1,8 
— Unter 931 2,4+1,4 
Tiefenbach, Trubschachen, Bern 

PT Trubschachen 
— Ober 735 1,7 — Unter 728 1,6 
Tiefenbach, Gächlingen, Scha/fh. 441 

PT Gächlingen 0,6 
Tiefenbach, Og. Unterschlatt, 

Mg. Basadingen, Thurgau, 418 
PT Schlatt b.Diessenhofen 1,0 

Tiefenbach(Furka), Realp, Uri, 2120 
PT Sr. Tiefenbach(Furka) 0 
PT stir. Realp (Uri) 7,2+2.8 

& s Andermatt-Gletsch 





Fig.65 

1941 Cultivation 

Fig. 82 
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100 YEARS OF SWISS STAMPS 1843-1943  translated by F J Rosenthal Part V 
1939  National Exposition Special Stamps This stamp (65) 

which was put 
on sale during the exhibition, is characterised by the 
cross-bow (the symbol of Swiss products of quality) and 
by the gnarled branch bearing beautiful blossoms (which 
symbolises the stubborn will of the people to compensate 
for the poverty of the soil by the quality of their 
labour). The stamp was designed by Viktor Surbek and 
produced in heliogravure by Courvoisier Si,. 

1939  Geneva Convention The 75th anniversary 
of the Geneva Con- 

vention(from which resulted the establishment 
of the International Rad Cross)occurred on Aug 
22nd 1939. The commemorative stamps issued 
(68) show a picture of Geneva, the founding 
city. The stamps which appeal by their simp-
licity, were designed by Albert Yersin and 
printed by Courvoisier SA. 

Fig. 69 

ier S.A. produced the 

Fig. 68 
Cultivation of the soil, which had become a question 
of national existence, called for the utilisation of 
all means to alert the population to the necessity for 
the additional cultivation. The stamp which received 
the widest circulation, was called  upon to contribute 
its share as a most suitable means of propaganda. The 
Y1'1' .dninistrâtion, as the s,:rvant of the people, 
therefore, issued this publicity stamp (69) for whose 
deuign the work of the Ticinese artist, Aldo Patocchi 
served as model. Both motive and drawing made this 
stamp a widely welcomed means of publicity. Courvois-

stamp by heliogravure. 

1941 Berne Anniversary Stamp The 750th anniversary of 
the founding of the city 

of Berne, which coincided with the 650th anniversary of 
the Confederation, was suitably honoured by a commemor-
ative stamp designed by Paul Boesch (82). It is surpr-
ising that without spoiling the total effect, not only 
the functional inscriptions but also a double pictorial 
re presentation could be accommodated on such a small 
area. In vivid fashion, resembling the simplicity of a 
woodcut, one illustrates the construction of the city walls, while the other rep-
resents the founder, Berchtold V. of Zahringen, with his coat-of-arms. The print-
ing undertaken by Courvoisier S.A. contributes to the brilliant appearance of the 
stamp. 

1942 Scrap Material Stamps For a second time the stamp is here given the 
task of serving as a governmental means of 

publicity for purposes of war economy. Increasingly the importance of this 
means of propaganda is evidenced to a degree never before suspected. With 

i 
1SISTERE 

Fig.84 
	

Fig.85 

the issue of these special propaganda stamps, calling upon both urban and 
rural communities to collect scrap materials (83, 84 & 85), the PTT Administra-
tion adopted new ideas. A pictorial motif, apart from a subtle leaf ornament-
ation, was avoided and the aesthetic element turned toward a compact typographic 
construction. The printing types which were put to use derive from the greatest 
typographers of the three cultural regions in the country: Bodoni for the 
Italian, Garamond for the French and Koch for the German text. The absence of 

nrrnrris these strums an unusual character. Despite the explicit prop- 
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POSTAGE:  
(1)  
(2)  
(3)  
(4)  
(5)  
(6)  
(7)  
(8)  
(9)  

PRO JUVENTUTE:  
(10) 1912 Italian Forerunner 
(11) 1915 set 
(12) 1915 3c. only, with small faults 
(13) 1916 set 
(14) 1917 set 
(15) 1937 set 
(16) 1943 set 
(17) 1946 set 
(18) ditto cover front only 
(19) 1947 set 
(20) ditto cover front only 
(21) 1948 set 
(22) ditto on 3 PTT Leaflets, German, French & Italian 
(23) 1949 set 
(24) 1950 set 
(25) 1951 set 
(26) 1952 set 
(27) 1953 set 
(28) ditto on PTT Leaflet 
(29) 1954 set 
(30) ditto on PTT Leaflet 
(31) 1955 set 
(32) 1956 set 
(33) 1957 set 
(34) 1958 set 
(35) 1959 set 
(36) 1960 set 

PRO PATRIA: 

Unmounted 
Mint Mint 

$ 700.00 

Used 

1.25 

FDC 

$ 	75.00 0.50 
$ 	70.00 
$ 110.00 0.75 
$ 	70.00 0.20 

$ 280.00 $ 	95.00 0.80 
$ 	50.00 0.55 
$ 140.00 0.80 

$ 465.00 $ 165.00 14.00 

$ 750.00 
$ 250.00 $ 	85.00 72.50 

$ 	30.00 20.00 
$ 175.00 $ 	55.00 70.00 
$ 	87.50 $ 	32.50 55.00 
$ 	3.50 $ 	3.25 3.50 $ 240.00 
$ 	3.35 $ 	2.75 8.00 $ 200.00 
$ 	3.75 $ 	2.50 3.50 $ 160.00 

$ 	60.00 
$ 	3.35 $ 	1.75 3.25 $ 145.00 

$ 	50.00 
$ 	4.00 $ 	1.90 3.75 $ 100.00 

$ 190.00 
$ 	3.75 $ 	2.40 5.00 $ 100.00 
$ 	12.00 $ 	8.50 20.00 $ 200.00 
$ 	9.75 $ 	7.00 17.00 $ 120.00 
$ 	8.75 $ 	5.00 12.50 $ 	65.00 
$ 	11.00 $ 	7.50 12.50 $ 	65.00 

$ 	35.00 
$ 	11.50 $ 	7.50 9.75 $ 	65.00 

$ 	35.00 
$ 	11.50 $ 	5.50 7.50 $ 	50.00 
$ 	7.25 $ 	3.50 6.00 $ 	50.00 
$ 	7.25 $ 	7.00 6.00 $ 	42.50 
$ 	5.50 $ 	5.00 5.50 $ 	20.00 
$ 	5.50 $ 	5.00 8.00 $ 	16.00 
$ 	8.50 $ 	8.00 8.50 $ 	16.00 

$ 	0.85 0.80 $ 	0.20 $ 100.00 
$ 	30.00 27.50 $ 	80.00 
$ 	0.60 0.50 $ 	0.20 $ 250.00 
$ 	6.25 2.40 $ 	4.00 $ 105.00 
$ 	7.00 4.00 $ 	9.50 $ 105.00 
$ 	20.25 10.00 $ 	25.00 $ 130.00 
$ 	21.75 10.00 $ 	16.50 $ 130.00 
$ 	12.75 7.50 $ 	12.00 $ 	90.00 
$ 	12.75 4.00 $ 	13.00 $ 	52.00 
$ 	11.50 8.00 $ 	13.50 $ 	62.50 
$ 	11.50 8.00 $ 	8.50 $ 	60.00 
$ 	9.75 6.50 $ 	8.00 $ 	45.00 
$ 	9.75 5.00 $ 	8.00 $ 	37.50 
$ 	8.00 5.25 $ 	8.00 $ 	24.00 
$ 	6.40 3.25 $ 	7.50 $ 	22.50 
$ 	11.00 8.00 $ 	11.50 $ 	25.00 
$ 	5.85 5.50 $ 	7.50 $ 	18.00 

$ 700.00 $ 420.00 $ 625.00 
$ 	58.00 $ 	32.50 $ 210.00 
$ 	7.00 $ 	57.50 
$ 	52.50 $ 	32.50 $ 	25.00 
$ 320.00 $ 625.00 
$ 	87.50 $ 340.00 
$ 	70.00 $ 	42.50 $ 225.00 

$ 	37.50 $ 	57.50 $ 200.00 
$ 	52.50 $ 	37.50 
$ 185.00 $ 105.00 $ 225.00 
$ 102.50 $ 	52.50 $ 	82.50 $ 145.00 
$ 	70.00 $ 	35.00 $ 	65.00 $ 	85.00 
$ 245.00 $ 150.00 $ 135.00 $ 275.00 
$ 	92.50 $ 	80.00 $ 135.00 
$ 	15.00 $ 	14.00 
$ 	47.50 $ 	42.50 $ 	24.00 $ 	40.00 
$ 	5.75 $ 	2.00 $ 	9.00 $ 	90.00 

No.129 (1914 High Values,Fr.3.- green) 
No.130, mat gum (ditto Fr.5.-ultramarine) 
No.130a shiny gum (ditto) 
No.131 (1914 High Values,Fr.l0.- purple) 
No.142 (1918 High Value,Fr.3.- red) 
No.142b (ditto, Fr.3.- carmine) 
No.177 or 177b (1928-31 High Values,Fr.3.-brown) 
No.178 (1928-31 High values, Fr.5: blue) 
No.179 (ditto 	 Fr.10.- green) 

(37) 1938 (Ordinary paper) 
(38) 1938 (Grilled paper) 
(39) 1939 
(40) 1948 set 
(41) 1949 set 
(42) 1950 set 
(43) 1951 set 
(44) 1952 set 
(45) 1953 set 
(46) 1954 set 
(47) 1955 set 
(48) 1956 set 
(49) 1957 set 
(50) 1958 set 
(51) 1959 set 
(52) 1960 set 
(52) 1961 set 

MINIATURE SHEETS & COMMEMORATIVES: 
(53) 1934 NABA 
(54) 1936 Federal Defence Loan 
(55) 1937 Pro Juventute 
(56) 1938 Aarau 
(57) 1940 Pro Patria 
(58) 1941 Pro Juventute 
(59) 1942 Pro Patria 
(60) 1943 Small Zurich 
(61) 1943 Geneva 
(62) 1945 War Victims 
(63) 1945 Basel 
(64) 1948 Imaba 
(65) 1951 Lunaba 
(66) 1955 Lausanne 
(67) 1959 NABAG 
(68) 1960 Pro Patria 
(69) 1948 Olympics set 

H.L. KATCHER 
APS, PTS, RPSC 

The Amateur Collector Ltd. 
"The Swiss Specialists" 

P.O. Box 242, London, N2.OYZ, England 

Telephone: 081- 348 02961 
	Inland 

Facsimile: 081.347 8397 . J 

Phone: +44-81-348-0296 1 _  

Our Great Strength Is The Ability To 
Supply Items Other Dealers Cannot 

(and also those they can!) 

INLAND CLIENTS PLEASE DEDUCT 25% 
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agandist effect of the design, the postal requirements, which must not be neg-
lected. even on special stamps, are well displayed. It is known that these scrap 
material (salvage) stamps fulfilled their mission and also caused a lively 
philatelic interest. They were designed by Albert Yersin and printed in hello-
gravure by Courvoisier S.A. 

1943  Centenary Stamp 	It seemed proper to issue a special stamp on the 
occasion of the 100 anniversary celebration of the 
L'irst Swiss postage stamps. The design of the first 
stamps, the Zurich 4 and 6, seemed especially suitable. 
It was designed by A. Yersin, and printed by the stamp 
presses of the PTT in combined etching and steel en-
graving. 

1943 Centenary Black (Miniature Sheet) 

Albert Yersin was also responsible for the creation 
of the two stamps for the centenary block. A decorative ornamental frame was 
designed by the artistic institute Orell Fttsoli A.G. in Zf1±ich. An imprint on 
the reverse side of the sheet calls attention to the 25th anniversary of the 
Swiss National Fund which received the proceeds. Orell Fiissli printed these 
miniature sheets by means of lithography, a method which had been in disuse for 
the production of stamps since the Rayon issues of 1850 -54. 

REGULAR ISSUES WITH SURCHARGE  

Pro Juventute. For youth: Shortly after the establishment of the Pro 
Juventute Foundation in 1912, the Swiss postal authorities went beyond its tradit-
ional co-operation with this worthy cause. In December 1912 it sold Pro Juventute 
labels without postal value and during the following year issued a postage stamp of 
5 Rp. with a surcharge for the benefit of the Foundation. Ever since 1915 Pro 
Juventute stamps were issued regularly evegy December for a period of limited valid-
ity; up to the end of 1942 there were altogether 104 such stamps. 	37 of the 
pictorial designs are of a national type, 37 are representations of coats-of-arms, 
22 are dedicated to the memory of famous Swiss personalities, and 6 represent land- 
scapes. The Pro Juventute stamps can be divided not only according to the pictures, 
but also according to the method of printing and periodic order into 4 groups. 

From 1915 to 1917 pictures of national costumes were chosen from 
designs by Wilhelm Balmer and were engraved in steel by Jean Sprenger 
for single colour typography. 	In 1915 pictures of a boy (86) and 
girl appeared; thereafter 3 stamps each with national costumes from 
various regions of Switzerland. Every year the artist treated the 
stamp pictures from a different point of view and thus, with simple 
means, brought variety to the series which has an unpretentious yet 
appealing effect. 

To be continued 

EXCHANGE PACKET 
DON'T FORGET TO SORT OUT THAT MATERIAL THAT HAS BEEN 

UNTOUCHED FOR YEARS IN THAT OLD SHOE BOX 
AND SEND THE BOOKLETS (BY PIGEON POST?) BEFORE THE END OF JUNE! 

New `K' cancels 
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London meeting of 13th April 1994 - The Chairman and 14 members were 
present, apologies had been received from Mrs A Lee, Mr & Mrs Dawson, 
M Kuriger and R Johnson. Mr Mistely reported on the successful Seminar 
at Chippenham on Saturday 9th April. He then reported that discussions 
had been held in Committee about revising the marking schedules, and by 
the vote of the members present the new schedules would be used tonight. 
Unfortunately only a very few members had received the April Newsletter 
(due to circumstances beyond the control of our people) so the notice 
of 12 sheets (ex 9) for the Moore Trophy was not known. There were four 
entries for the Helvetia Cup, and only two for the Moore Trophy, some-
what disappointing. 

The Helvetia Cup: 1. The Issues from 1850-1907 - Rayons, Strubels, 
the Libertas Essays of 1880, 1891 Die Proof of Essay of Société Lausanne 
de Timbrologie, the 1882 Cross & Numerals, the 1882-1907 Standing Hel-
vetia, Essay and the Paris reprints, finally the 1900 UPU. F Pickard. 
2. The 1949 Industrial Landscapes - Shades and varieties of the 25c, 
30c, 35c, 40c, 50c, 60c, and the 70c (a major study); also showing 
date imprints on corner blocks, coil stamps showing control numbers 
and a multiple usage on a parcel card. E Lienhard. 
3. The 1961 High Values, Evangelists issues - showing examples and 
details, shades and varieties of the 1st, 2nd & 3rd printings. V J Mitchell 
4. The 1960 definitives, Motifs from Postal History and Monuments - 
also some of the Folk Lore issue, beautifully designed and illustrated 
by the owner, plus further information about the subject matter not 
given in the PTT handouts. D Allan. 

The winner was F Pickard and the runner-up E Lienhard. 
The two entries in the Mecre Trophy, the Postal History Class were: 
1. Route Marks - the special handstamps or manuscript marks applied to 
mail handed to the Postal messengers, or the Diligences, as they passed 
through a district en route between the years 1802 and 1880, the main 
period being 1830-1850. i',Irs M 0 Bidmead. 
2. Mail featuring the terms of the 1828 Postal Treaty between France 
and the Canton of Bern, and its associated Cantons of Fribourg, Genévé, 
Solothurn, Unterwald and Schaffhausen. Mrs M 0 Bidmead. 
Mrs Bidmead was presented with the Moore Trophy. 

The May meeting, known generally as Odds and Ends night will be the 
final one of the season. 	 M 0 B 

Chippenham Seminar of 9th April - Some new faces and others who were 
missed, and who missed a good meeting. Apologies for absence were sent 
by Mrs M 0 Bidmead and Mr R S Johnson. Some 30 members were taken on 
a tour of Switzerland by the Chairman, Mr C 'Mistely, illustrated by 
all the background material that turns stamp collecting into philately. 
Mr D Ripley from the Northern Group then gave a display of mail from 
Switzerland to the British Isles during WW II, and his extensive digging 
in the archives had turned up much fascinating detail - the USA supplied 
parts for Lufthansa to keep their aircraft flying, via Swissair: The 
ever interesting field of Airmails must have introduced, and induced, 
more members to investigate this field thanks to the lucid exposition 
of his collection by Alex Newall. The rest of us had some of our queries 
answered and must have found something different to start our thoughts 
on other aspects of our hobby. Our thanks to Mrs W Lamble for her many 
efforts to get the Seminar arranged - the date for next year is 22nd of 
April. Speakers are already suffering from sore arms, so make a note 
and you will be reminded nearer the time. 
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Did you know? 	 M Rutherfoord 

- that the PTT has one of the biggest collections of foreign coins in 
the country as so many eastern bloc coins have the same dimensions, or 
nearly, as Swiss coins. With a 5 Rouble y, 	 piece you can get a bus ticket 
for 1.60fr and 3.40fr change. The ticket is thrown away, but the one 
hundred thousand Swiss francs per year goes somewhere else. The PTT 
have learnt that the old handle stamp vending machines are 'weak' and 
are therefore being taken out of service as fast as possible. This 
means that the production of coil stamps has been stopped, perhaps in 
1993 already. There are no border currency controls, by the way. 
- that the Frama machines have all been converted to ten button units, 
originally with two coin slots having a mechanical coin checker (1000 
of them), but now new machines have a single slot with an electronic 
checker, which apparently compares the coin picture with the Swiss 
coin of the same size. No less than 1250 of these have been installed, 
mainly at railway stations and other places with a high 'tourist' 
density. The failure rate is nearly zero. 
- that there are ten Frama machines operated by Phonecards, three each 
in Basel and Zurich, and four in Biel, but with Telecom and PTT account-
ancy problems. Normal coins are accepted as well, of course. 
- that it seems that the days of the MPO date canceller and event 
cachet are over. The BEA and Zurich Sechseläuten are, for the first 
time, now ordinary round special cancellers. MPOs are, in any case, 
becoming more of a loss bringer unfortunately. 
- that it is incomprehensible to me that the PTT supports the issue 
of more BIT and UIT stamps for the USA rate of 1.80fr. these are for 
use only by the UNO offices who use franking machines anyway for their 
mail. Don't tell anyone I said so but, 99% of POs accept them as they 
have 'Helvetia' on them, and there are so many old genuine Swiss 
stamps about as collectors use up their stocks, so clerks are confused. 
- that on the 5th April an entirely new type of mobile PO entered 
service in the Calancatal, the westernmost Italian-speaking valley of 
Graubunden. In this lonely N-S valley nearly all POs have been closed, 
due to the very low population density. Now an MPO will visit each 
village once a day, handling all PO services, as the first MPO did in 
1937. This new service is being introduced by the KPD of Bellinzona, 
as they run the postal affairs of this part of Graubunden. It is 
likely to be followed by others as more small POs are closed down when 
the postmaster is pensioned off at 65 (see the cancel). 
- that the newest trick is to ask at a PO for a refund for a Frama ATM 
label, for the 8.10fr which one made in error for 1.80fr say. On the 
4th April the PTT sent out a circular to all POs to stop such exchanges, 
- that on the 28th May will be the last day of the Vallorbe-Le Brassus 
TPO, and perhaps there will be more. The PTT are to issue a new list. 
- that there appears to be a good way of getting perfect copies of 
black cancellations on coloured stamps. At a photocopy shop ask for a 
colour copy but with red, blue and yellow suppressed to zero, leaving 
only the black. Not so expensive if you do a whole page at a time. 

 

REMEMBER THAT BOX OF SWISS COVERS PUT AWAY 20 YEARS AGO? 
YOU COULD PUT THEM INTO THE EXCHANGE PACKET 

BEFORE THE END OF JUNE 
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HAVE YOU SEEN 'SCHUBELBA.CH' 
with three circles? 
In the SBZ recently was 
an appeal for help. 
The story behind this 
is that a Swiss collector 
was doing what we all should do and that was sort out his stock book. 
In doing so he found the cancel shown in the middle, with three circles. 
He showed this to our member Pierre #uinand who also had a copy. That 
is where the search started and so far seven different three-circle 
cancels have been found. The explanation so far is that the post-
master at Schtlbelbach needed to repair his canceller which was damaged 
at the top and bottom, so either he or the village blacksmith fixed a 
ring round to hold it together. Hence the outer circle making it 25mm. 
So far the dates are: two circle 23mm from 1.7.1882 to?; three circle 
25mm from 31.10.1893 to 11.2.1896; two circle 23.5mm from 26.11.1896 
to 3.11.1931. Please look in your collections and any three ring ones 
you find make a good photocopy and send it to: Peter Christen, Post-
fach 56, CH-5430 ?'ettingen 1, Switzerland, as soon as possible. 

Now available - the NEW 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN CATALOGUE 1994 

in full colour, 512 pages. The official catalogue of the 
SBHV, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this 
year. Introduction in German and French. "The philatelic 
reference book for young and old" in the NEW 'Libretto'-
binding (thread stitched, opening flat). SFr.22.-- 

Still in great demand 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1993 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT 
address list of A.I.E.P. members. English 

issues and 
introduction. 

SFr.52.50  

address list 
SFr.51 . -- 

ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991/92 
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, CEPT issues and 
of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. 
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE Vol. 3 1992 
All countries of former eastern Europe, address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. 	 SFr.56.-- 
The postage is not included in these prices: 
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L Catalogue 	SFr. 7.30 

Europe, one volume SFr.12.10 
A new Zumstein Western Europe Catalogue, Volume 2 (j-z) 1994 
will come out at the end of 1993. 
For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our agent in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, 
Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (GIROBANK) 
Bern 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you. 

ZUMSTEIN + CIE., Prpr. Hertsch + Co., PO Box, CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland 
New phone numbers from 9.9.93 - 031/312 00 55; Fax: 031/312 23 26  

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
 (nhinhp tar) Ltd__ Chichester GB 
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Gébriider Z'gragge» in der Kius (Ury). by L E Stiles 

As a collector of postal history I acquired an invoice dated 1865. 
I was concerned, however, by the authenticity of the cancellation of 
'Klus'. Andres andHrnmenegger, one of the standard works on Swiss 
postmarks, lists a mark very similar as of Klus in Solothurn. In a 
pre-1914 atlas I have, however, there is a village of Klus marked 
about halfway between Altdorf and Amsteg, on the opposite side of the 
River Reuss(?) from Erstfeld. The modern Hallwag map of Switzerland 
does not show the village, but shows Erstfeld in the position where 
the old atlas shows Klus. I therefore wrote to the Cantonal Archivist 
of Uri to see what help he could give me. He replied as follows: 
"The postal cancellation you submitted to us is that of the branch 
office Klus in the Commune of Erstfeld, Canton Uri. This 'Klus' (for-
merly the designation for a meadow) was not a village, but a farmstead 
with an inn (according to the 'Urner Namenbuch' = Book of Place Names 
in Uri). It stood on the site now occupied by the railway at Erstfeld, 
on the right bank, that is to say, east of the river Reuss, while the 
old village of Erstfeld stood on the left, or east bank of this river. 

pre-1914 atlas is quite accurate, only this 'Klus' So the entry in your 
was not a village. 
Likewise the entry 
on the modern map 
is also accurate, 
because the 
present-day 
village of Erstfeld 
has expanded, for 
the greater part, 
over to this side 
of the Reuss. 
What was Klus thus 
forms, as I have 
indicated, part of 
the modern village 
of Erstfeld; the 
land occupied by C. 
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the railway, and so is no longer marked on modern maps as the name of 
the farmstead. 

The office at Klus in 1865 was only a sub office (neither post office 
nor coaching inn; such offices then existed only in Altdorf, Fluelen and 
Andermatt), and was the sub-office of the then village of Erstfeld. It 
was situated in Klus because the old St Gotthard Road (today the modern 
Cantonal road and since 1882 also the railway line) came through here. 
Following the upgrading of the road about 1820-30 to take wheeled ve-
hicles, it was also used by the post coaches over the St Gotthard. 
'Ury' is the old spelling of 'Uri. The postal item you submitted is 
evidence of the factory which was opened in Klus during the period of 
industrialisation." Peter Robuik, assistant archivist. 

'A Prioritaire' Labels for Swiss A-Mail 	 by M Rutherfoord 

In the August 1990 Newsletter I showed various ways to indicate the fast 
class required by the PTT on all such letters from the 1st February 1991 
The new blue labels in strips of ten were available before D-Day, with 
some printing data on a tab at the bottom, in the usual way, see figure 
Since then there have been three further printings, as far as I know, 
and these are shown in figure 2. Note that at first the usual Form No. 
(237.07) was not used, but a new six-figure number, which has been used 
on all subsequent issues, but in brackets. As can be expected the 
second printing being the smallest is the most difficult to find. Some 
errors are shown in figure 3, unclear lettering and some miscuts, nice 
on cover if you can find them. Figure 4 shows a label 'tied' to a cover 
which is the preferred way to collect them. If anyone  wants a set I will 
send them in the standard strips of ten, against postage costs, please. 
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Definitive stamps: ««Animals» 
Another two values, Sfr 1.50 (goats) and Sfr 2 
(chickens) are being added to the Animals se-
ries of definitives. They replace the correspond-
ing Signs of the Zodiac stamps. 

Fr. 1.50 Goats 
The goat, also known as the poor man's cow, 
is one of the oldest domesticated animals. Swit-
zerland has no fewer than seven native breeds, 
which are found mostly in mountainous re- 

Fr. 2. — Chickens 
The chicken may have been one of the first ani-
mals domesticated by man. As such it is men-
tioned in some 3000-year-old Indian manu-
scripts and also documented in the ancient 

The People at Work definitives series, devoted 
mainly to traditional occupations, continues 
with a 3-franc issue featuring a joiner/cabinet 
maker. It replaces the same value from the Signs 
of the Zodiac set. 

Fr. 3. — Joiner/cabinet-maker 
The joiner's is one of the oldest and most ven-
erable trades, given the importance of working 
wood, the natural raw material par excellence, 
since the earliest times. Over the years modern 
machines and aids have been developed, bring-
ing about major changes in the joiner's craft. 

All the designs in the series are by Basle graph-
ic artist Celestino Piatti, the steel engravings by 
Max Muller, Bern. 

gions. Goats are adaptable, curious, affection-
ate and playful animals noted for their gour-
met tastes in herbs and grasses. 

cultures of China, Japan, Persia and Egypt. It 
was introduced into southeastern and subse-
quently northern Europe by the Romans in their 
campaigns. 

All stamps in the series have been designed by 
Walter Haettenschweiler, Zug, with steel en-
gravings by Pierre Schopfer, La Chaux (Cosso-
nay). 

Nevertheless, this trade still calls for consider-
able manual dexterity and a feel for shapely 
lines. Nowadays, a basic distinction is made 
between joiners, who mainly work on build-
ings, and cabinet-makers, who make furni-
ture. 

Printing 

Recess/offset 
by PTT Stamp 
Printing Office, Bern 

Size: 
24 x 29 mm 

Cylinder 
circumference: 
6 sheets of 50 stamps 
(recess only) 

Paper: 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 

Printing 

Recess/offset 
by PTT Stamp 
Printing Office, Bern 

Size: 
29x24mm 

Cylinder 
circumference: 
6 sheets of 50 stamps 
(recess only) 

Paper: 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 

Definitive stamps «People at Work» 

Prepaid adhesive address label 
The tariff measures coming into effect on 1 July 1994 will be accompanied by im-
provements in the range of postal services and products. These include the so-called 
MINI POST PAC, which consists of a collapsible cardboard box and an adhesive address 
label with imprinted stamp for sending unregistered small packets up to 1 kilo at Sfr 3 
(red) and up to 2 kilos at Sfr 3.50 (blue). 
The stamp design by Hannes Saxer, Bern, is a composition of parcel symbols. 

tow 

ti  

DIE POST 
T _- 

 

Philatelie-Service 
CH-3030 Bern 

Philatelie-Service 

Schweizèrische Bundesbahnén 
nuns dé fer féd érauz 

Strade ferrate federali 

The SFF query in the April issue of 
the Newsletter, page 30, may have 
been answered by Michael Rutherfoord 
with an official SBB envelope, but 
Bob Johnson has now found another 
cancellation from the 'Ticino-that 
shows 'CFF't Any other queries? 

EXCHANGE PACKET 

DON'T FORGET TO SORT OUT SOME MATERIAL FOR THE EXCHANGE PACKET 
MATERIAL IS NEEDED BEFORE THE END OF JUNE 

OR 

AT THE VERY LATEST BY 9TH JULY 

Alcamo !dmgm o  Ammo 
—:o:❑ 
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100 YEARS OF SWISS STAMPS 1843-1943 translated by F J Rosenthal Part VI 
The years from 191C to 1926 brought a series of cantonal coats-

of-arms in multi-coloured typography, which were the creation of  
Rudolf Munger, the eminent master painter of heraldic emblems. He succeeded in  
using the stamps not merely for simple reproductions of cantonal coats-of-arms, but  
to create genuine ornament showpieces of miniature graphic art by mama strong  
colourful composition, both heraldically and artistically. The arms of the cantons  
represent values of the ordinary stamps, and their shading was cleverly attuned  

Figs. 87 	•88 	 98 	 99 	100 	101  

to the colours of the arms. The background is decorated for some stamps by symbols  
from history or religious life (Figs. 87,98,101,) for others by representations of  

agricultural or industrial products (99.100.) Beginning with 1921 a stamp was added  

for foreign mail with the Swiss shield (83). This is flanked by two figures, symbol-
ising for each year one of the major epochs of Swiss history, such as the founding of  

the Confederation, the battles of Sempach and St. Jakob-an-der-airs, the wars of  

Burgundy and the Milanese campaigns.  

From 1927 to 1932 the pictorial motives, method of printing and stamp format  

were changed practically every year. Thus, in 1927 we find a series of stamps  
dedicated to the memory of Heinrich Pestalozzi, (89) copper plate printing in  
addition to multicoloured typography, and for the first time for Swiss stamps,etched  

•..ngraving, as well as the  
first Pro Juventute stamps  
in double format. 	1928 and  
1930 showed three city coats-
of-arms in typography, which  
resembled the earlier series  
of cantonal arms, and which  
have remained to this date  

Figs. 89 	 102 	 103 	
the only stamps in small  
rectangular format. In  

1929 the first landscapes in two-coloured etched engraving appeared (102), which may  
be contrasted with the three landscapes of 1931 with their simple impressive design  
in one-colour etched engraving. In 1932 three values were issued - for the first  
time in the middle format - with representations of popular games (103).  

Following the Pestalozzi series, every year one stamp was subsequently dedicated  
to the memory of a famous Swiss.  

In 1933 a new epoch began with the issue of stamps representing feminine 
costumes, the series concluding with those issued in December 1942. 	In contrast 
to the former series of costumes, it was prepared in two-coloured etched engraving 
and in the middle format. 	The artists, J.Courvoisier, C. Liner and H. Zaugg  

Figs. 90 	91 	 92 	 104 	 107 

show on these stamps primarily the head-dress and bodice, indicating by means of 
a characteristic bit of landscape in the background the region represented by the 
costumes (90,91,92,104,107). The advantages of this method of printing are hére 
shnm to onnrl nffnr•t_ 	F.very strong line is avo ided and the colour tones are  



95  105  106  Figs. 93  

^1q,5 
\fTitniu,rtO fit 1%111ttt  
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delicately shaded in such a fashion as it would be impossible to duplicate by  
means of any other method of printing. is a result the pictures are of an  

extraordinary softness.  

In addition to the costumes, Karl Bickel created for every year one, and  

for 1937, 1941 and 1942 two stamps each for engraved printing, with the portraits  

of famous Swiss personalities, each of which is an unsurpassed masterpiece(93,95,  

.105,106).  

The 25th anniv-
ersary of the Pro  
Juventutc Foundation  
shows on the 1937  
stamps instead of  
the costume pictures  
two charming children's  
heads. These were  
combined within a  

decorative souvenir sheet.  

National Fete Stamps.  From 1910 to 1937 the postal administration issued spec- 
ial postal cards on the occasion of the National Fete  

(1st Ilugust), the proceeds of which went to those philanthropic funds which  
were supported by the Swiss National Fete Committee. From 1938 on special  
stamps were issued annually instead of the postal cards, with the proceeds of  

the surcharge going towards the various funds. They were produced exclusively  
by etched engraving and are the only  
stamps with inscriptions in the 3  

vw 	 official languages. As a rule his- 
torically important landmarks and  
monuments were chosen for the des-
igns. The series thus became a rep-
resentation of places and a remin-
der of battles and sacrifices for  
freedom and homeland. Coincident-
ally it served to publicise those  
areas for the tourist trade.  
on Lake Lucerne, with the massif  

(108). An entirely different artistic conception is shown  
which in commemoration of the Battle of Laupen shows Laupen  

.' 10timato!`amietiitv'enti  

Fir n. 108  

The 1938 stamp represents Moil's Chapel 
of the Urirotstock 
on the 1939 stamp,  

109 	 97 	 110  

Castle (96). In 1940 four stamps show the battle monuments of Seupach, Gionico, 
Calven and the border guard monument of Las Rongiers. They were subsequently 
prepared as a souvenir sheet (112). The celebration of the 650th anniversary 
of the Confederation in 1941 was the occasion for the issue of two stamps: one 

-shows the cradle of the Confederation 
by a representation in relief of  
the Lake of Lucerne (109), while the  
other shows the famous sunken road  
near Kussnacht (97). In 1942 the  
lower value is dedicated to the cel-
ebration of the 2000th anniversary 
of Genova (110), and the higher val-
ue depicts the Soldiers' Memorial 
at Forch. 

to be continued  

DON'T FORGET TO SORT OUT SOME MATERIAL FOR THE EXCHANGE PACKET  - - —_—. . , ,. 	Q=cnD= TrNI Ftvn OF JUNE  
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LONDON MEETING of 11th May 1994 - Seventeen members were present in-
cluding the President and Chairman; apologies were received from M 
Kuriger and Mr & Mrs Dixon. Some very interesting Odds & Ends, includ-
ing new purchases, were produced by nine members resulting in various 
theories and/or answers being given of usage etc. Also interesting was 
the fact that the Editor now has proof that members do read the News-
letter and take note of the contents, for we had Eric Lienhard producing 
Elzevir cancels, more Razor Blades, and examples of Printing Trials. He 
did admit that he was looking for other things, and then realised that 
he was looking at cancels described by Michael Rutherfoord in the March 
issue. The question was also raised of the railway station cancels, also 
mentioned in the last Newsletter, with SFF instead of FFS. 

B Hoddinott produced ones of Lugano and Biasca which were to be resolved 
and Bob Johnson produced his example of the query, inverted letters. He 
showed, in addition, a British reply paid card of April 1940, posted in 
Basel and receiving a British Censor cancel; a 1930 Swiss cash delivery 
notice, covered with lots of Dues. 

F Pickard was querying a few items of 'traditional' postal history and 
was duly assisted. 

J Cordingly in producing his queries which included undecipherable 
cancellations, either bad impressions or different scripts, suggested 
a catalogue of place names spelt backwards would be most useful: We 
managed to decipher (we think) St Betenberg, Frieseheln, Bönigen (blue); 
he also showed a private printed newspaper wrapper from Florence, and 
a say, 7" x 9" envelope-type cover covered in roller cancels of the 1931-
36 type. 
R Johnson showed the two Bundesfeier cards he was missing from his 

display to the Society last December; a Chur Razor Blade cancel of the 
last date of usage at present known (see full table in the last article). 

D Houtris brought examples of the early (1957) printing trials, with 
the values in the top margins. 
M 0 Bidmead displayed the cancellations and cachets of Lake Luzern and 

the Vierwaldstättersee from 1860, as collected and presented by the 
late Dr Felix Ganz of Chicago. 

C Mistely gave us a miscellaneous collection of cards and stamps of 
Liechenstein to study, for so small a country there are lots of 'castles' 
All members present agreed how interesting the evening had been, Geoff 

Hubbard voicing a collective and general vote of thanks. 	M 0 B 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS Tel: 071.794 8078 

P.O. BOX 940 
LONDON 
NW6 2JP 

Your wantlists are still coming in - so I must be doing 

something right. In most cases I can supply almost all 

of your requests. Many of you meet me at the Fairs and 

I shall be attending just two this month. 12 June Oxford 

and 25 June Surbiton. Both are Christine Borwick Fairs 
onrl hnVA vary crnnri narkincr facilities. 
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Did you know? 	 M Rutherfoord 

- that Zumstein, inexplicably, persists in using their own numbering 
for all new K cancels; for instance the latest for 1717 St Ursen has 
the official number of K1401, as given by the SVP with PTT blessing, 
but Zumstein has No. K1408 in the latest issue of the BBZ. Be warned. 
- that a battle is developing over the 'official' Swiss stamp catalogue. 
For years the 'Muller' was used by the Swiss Dealers Association as 
'their' catalogue, then due to a legal vacuum caused by a change of 
ownership, Zumstein stepped in and their catalogue was used by the 
Dealers. Now the firm which prints the SBZ, Birkhäuser, wants to take 
over the 'Muller' and issue it under their name. This would mean that 
they would be producing a major Swiss catalogue without being a stamp-
selling organisation, i.e., neutral as the German Michel, or US Scott. 
- that the PTT List of POs has appeared this year in a larger format, 
and with some more information. At SFr 3 - it is not a bad buy and can 
be ordered direct from the PTT, or from myself. 
- that since the PTT decentralised a number of functions, for instance 
postmarks, there has been no end of confusion due to uncoordinated 
actions. The SVP has had to go to the telephone very often, either to 
straighten things out, or at least to find out what is going on 
- that the hard-to-find Philatelic Office in Luzern has moved to the 
main PO (beautifully restored to its old glory) using the Philatelic 
Bureau cancel and the new K cancel shown on page 80 of the Newsletter 
in October 1993. Well worth a visit. 
- that a year or so ago I mentioned that the PTT had raised the maxi-
mum weight of parcels from 20 to 30 kg. This did not please the PTT 
Workers Union, even though it was done to remain competitive with the 
private firms, but their complaint has resulted in a new label. 
- that on 1st July the inland parcel rates will go up. What is however 
completely new are two self-adhesive address labels with printed-on 
stamps in a new design, for Fr 3 - and Fr 3.50. This introduces a new 
category in the catalogue of postal stationery. 
- that on 30th June a new booklet will appear with ten 80c stamps and 
a window to show the contents. No prizes for those who know where that 
idea came from. The illustration in the PTT leaflet shows all sides 
perforated, this I cannot believe. We will see if the sides are cut 
as with the present 60c stamps (and the 50c before them). 
- that on Friday the 13th of May the well-known Schirmer Tower of 
Luzern's fortified wall burnt out (it is the one which can be walked 
through). As it was well insured there are no plans for a special stamp: 
- that in the April DYK there was a slight joke; 'Regina I',ontium' was 
the name of the company which owned many of the famous hotels on the 
Rigi. It is questionable if the name was ever used by Latin speakers. 

Label shown reduced 

!Tew stamp booklet  
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OLD GERMAN NAMES FOR MONTHS  

sent 
 

in by Michael Rutherfoord  

Jd.nner 	Heumonat  
Hornung 	Augstmonat  
Mdrzen 	Herbsmonat  
April 	Weinmonat  
Mai 	 Wint ermo nat  
Brachmonat 	Christmonat  

(The tenth month of the year  
seems to be appropriate, Ed.  

EXCHANGE PACKET  

PACKETS WILL BE POSTED EARLY AUGUST. IF YOU WILL BE AWAY  
DURING AUGUST/SEPTEMBER. PLEASE LET ME KNOW ASAP.  

THANKS.  

Now available - the NEW  
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN CATALOGUE 1994  

in full colour, 512 pages. The official catalogue of the  
SBHV, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this  
year. Introduction in German and French. "The philatelic  

reference book for young and old" in the NEW 'Libretto'-
binding (thread stitched, opening flat). SFr.22.-- 

Still in great demand  
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1993  
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT  
address list of A.I.E.P. members. English  

issues and  
introduction  

SFr.52.50  

address lis  
SFr.51.--  

SFr.56.-- 

ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991/92  
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, CEPT issues and  

of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English.  
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN iuttOPE Vol. 3 1992  
All countries of former eastern Europe, address list of  
A.I.E.P. members.  
The postage is not included in these prices:  
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L Catalogue 	SFr. 7.30  

Europe, one volume SFr.12.10  
A new Zumstein Western Europe Catalogue, Volume 2 (j-z) 1994  
will come out at the end of 1993.  
For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer o r 
to our agent in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street , 
Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU.  
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (GIROBANK ) 
Bern 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you.  

ZUMSTEIN + CIE., Prpr. Hertsch + Co., PO Box, CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland  

New phone numbers from 9.9.93 -  031/312 00 55; Fax: 031/312 23 26  

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain   
T-1-#1 	(mi nino ^tor (TR  
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ODDS and ENDS the last London meeting of the season produced these  
two items from Bob Johnson, our Programme Secretary, and he asks:  
The cover from Sweden to Basel in 1958 has received a Telegraph cancel  
on a Swiss 40c stamp. What was the reason for this 'surcharge'? The  
backstamp (inset) is for two days earlier, also the Bundesbahnhof.  

L2.49 

Herr Roman Mlder  

_^. 

SIIMERS  
JURIDISKA BYRA  

Norrlandsgatan 12  
Stockholm  

PostlaTernd, 	Hbuptbahnhof  

B a s e l.  

Suisse  

KUNSTLERPOSTK.kRTE published by Neville of Bern & Genève for the 1914  
Swiss National exhibition. Does anyone know of a catalogue of these?  
The stamp has been placed very accurately in the top right corner, it  

is not pre-printed on the card like the Bundesfeier series.  

 KUNSTLE' _ • STKQ► 	
( lO 

SE 
DER SCHWEIZ 	ti I,  

POSTKARTE CARTE PO AL." CARRGLINXI IL 
u  
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UNDERCOVER MAIL - Some observations by Geoff Hubbard 

At a recent London meeting the subject for discussion was Censor, In-
ternment camps and Undercover mail. However, nobody had any of the 
latter to show, and furthermore the question was raised asking what 
was Undercover mail? Perhaps these few jottings can enlighten those 
who still do not know. 

During the First and Second World Tars mail was often sent from behind 
enemy lines to give information to the Allies. A lot of this mail was 
sent to Post Office Box Numbers - some mail had a return address that 
did not tie up with the stamp used for posting. This was because the 
item was sent unfranked either via a diplomatic bag or by a courier 
and franked at a later date. Even some censor labels do not tie up 
with the mail, especially if one studies the sender's address and the 
destination of the cover. 
Problems during war always occur when one wishes to communicate be-

tween enemy countries. The simple answer was often to route the mail 
through a neutral country. An address would be written on the cover and 
in the neutral country it would be crossed out and the correct address 
inserted. 

During the First World liar a service operated in Switzerland through 
the 'International Freedom Bureau'. Mail was sent addressed but un-
franked undercover to Switzerland where Swiss postage was affixed, 
together with the Bureau cachet and forwarded to the occupied territory. 
Thomas Cook & Sons Ltd. was operating such an undercover address, with 
British Government approval, from September 1917 through P 0 Box Rhöne 
4116, Genève, and in 1918 another location was added, P 0 Box 10473  in 
Zurich. World War II still saw the use of these special addresses, many 
were staffed by Thomas Cook employees or agents working as employees 
of the travel agents. 
Addresses to look out for on Swiss mail, or to be more precise mail 

with a Swiss address and often a censor label or something similar are: 

Olmboui Estaks Rp. Ldl., Ennet- Baden, Schweiz on a cover from Germany 
forwarded to Tanganyika. 

P 0 Box 1780, Genève. A known undercover address, but no further details. 
Helena Lubke, Joliette 3, Lausanne. From Poland to Polish agents in UK. 
Helena Lubke, P 0 Box 25, Lausanne. Covers from Polish resistance to UK 

intelligence. 
Reguma Regen and Gummimantelfabrik, Heerbrugg, St. Gallen. Covers from 

Dutch resistance fighters to UK (Allied) Intelligence. 

This is where my information must come to an end. There are lots of 
addresses known throughout Europe, as well as in the UK. They are all 
well worth looking for since not only is the cover a real piece of 
history but often a dealer will not know what he has in his stock. 
I have often obtained from dealers such covers for £2 - 3; the normal 
retail value of which can be from £50 to £300. 

In conclusion I wish you all happy hunting now that I have been able 
to arm you with this information, however, I still need to know more. 
Should any members have further information please let the Hon. Editor 
know in order that a follow-up article may be published in our very own 
Newsletter. 

(Don't forget that your Editor is still looking for any information 
you may have about the 'Service gratuit pour la transmission de 
Correspondence entre civils, 4 rue Petitot, Genéve' from 1914.) 
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100 YEARS OF SWISS STAMPS 1843- 1 943  
OCCASIONAL ISSUES WITH SURCHARGE  

In view of the importance to the  
ostal system of a national philat- 

elic exhibition, a souvenir bloc was issued in  
1934 for the 'NABA' in Zurich, in which  
4 currently circulating stamps were  
integrated into a bloc, framed with a  
suitable inscription (111). It was avail- 
able at the nominal value of 50 Rp. at  
the exhibition, provided, however, that  
a ticket of admission was also obtained.  
A similar souvenir shoot, containing 2  
stamps of 20 Rp. with the landscapes of  
Castagnola & Lake Lugano, as well as an  
airmail stamp of 10/65 Rp. with a repres- 
entation of Icarus was put on sale in  
1938 under like circumstances at the  
National Philatelic Exhibition in i.arau. 	Fig.111  

During October and November of 1936 three stoJaps of 10, 20 & 
the portrait of a characteristic alpine cowherd, after an earlier 
Ferdinand Hodler were issued with the inscription 'iitO PLTRIA' 
(94). They were also sold jointly as a souvenir shoot at Fr.2 
This issue served to publicise the national defence bonds. 

In order to promote national aviation a number of special  

airmail flights were carried out at the end of M y 1938 on the 

sv.r a.ow occasion of the 'Pro  Aare activi-  
.xr^ 	...... 	ties. An overprinted stamp was 

issued at the unifona rate of 
' 'ti 	75 Rp. which was valid only for 

+'' 	these flights and was not sold 
N . 

	

	 ,. 
KX without cancellation 113 t 

-^,- 	 ;. 	 ^ 	)  
A similar special stamp was  
issued for the publicity flights 

Fig. 113 of May 28, 1941.  

Rp. with  
design by 

translated by F J Rosenthal Part VII  

AIRMAIL STAMPS  
In Switzerland postal shipments were, for the first time, sent by air in  

1913, with the special permission of the postal administration. At the time  
15 occasional flights with airmail delivery were undertaken, the entire pro-
ceeds whereof were destined for the promotion of military aviation. These were  

primarily carried out by Oskar Bider, a pioneer of Swiss aviation. The first  
such flight occurred on March 9, 1913 on the route Basel-Liestal. For 11 - of  
these early airmail flights the promoters sold special labels in agreement  

with the postal authorities, which were to be affixed to all mail that was to  
be carried by air. Apart from the official postage stamps these labels were  
cancelled with souvenir cancellations, so that they may be regarded as a  
sort of prototype of airmail stamps.  

The first official airmail stamp was issued in 1919. After certain experi-
mental flights were undertaken from the beginning of January, the administration  
of the military airport at DUbendorf carried out a regular airmail service 
aurich-Bern-Lausanne-Zurich, from April 33 to October 31, 1919, with an ex-
tension to Geneva in September and October. At first airmail was allowed up 
to 250 g., from June on up to 750 g. Airmail received a. surcharge of 50 Hp. 
for every 250 g., which was to be covered with a special airmail stamp. For 
this purpose the ordinary 50 Rp. stamp received an overprint of the military 
aviation symbol (a propellor) in rod. Since the utilization of this airmail 
was much less than had been expected - in all only 23,530 items were mailed in 
this fashion - the flights were suspended on October 31, 1919. 

From Nov. 11, 1920 to Jan. 15, 1921, it was possible 'we  
ask for airmail delivery for Swiss mail via the L'irrach-Frank- 
furt a.M. airmail service. For the prepayment of the airmail 
surcharge of a uniform rate of 30 Rp., a special airmail stamp  

was created, as in 1919, by providing an ordinary 30 Rp. star 
again with the overprint of the military aviation symbol (115)• 
Both airmail stamps could also be used for Swiss mailings via 	Fig.115 
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the lines Strasburg-Prague and Toulouse-Casablanca, as well as 
for internal postal accounting. In June 1921 they were with- 
drawn from circulation and destroyed. Airmail surcharges were henceforth paid 
by means of ordinary stamps. 

In order to distinguish the ever increasing use of airmail, special stumps 
were to be used from March 1, 1923 onward. On that date six airmail stamps in 
two-coloured typography were issued: 15 & 25 Rp. monoplane (116); 35 & 40 Rp. 
head of an aviator (117); 45 & 50 Rp. biplane (118). The designs are the work 
of Karl Bickel. In 1924 a supplementary value of 20 Rp. was issued, as well as 
three new stamps at 65, 75 Rp. & 1 Fr. on which Icarus, the flying man is shown, 
using a design of P.E. Vibert (119). The same artist also submitted the designs 

Fig.116 	 Fig.117 	 Fig.118 	 Fig.l1> 

for new airy  i  l stamps of 35 & 40 Rp. (120) of 1929 and 2 Fr. (121) of 1930. 
On the occasion of the Geneva Disarmament Conference of 1932, the authorities 
issued, in addition to the aforementioned commemorative stamps, three special 
airmail stamps of 15, 20 & 90 Rp. (122), which were later overprinted with 
new values, together with other stamp remainders, in order that they could be 
used up. 

Fig.120 	 Fig.121 	 Fig.122 

Like the ordinary stamps, the older airmail stamps had to be re-issued in 
steel engraving as a result of the change-over in printing methods. Higher 
denominations were also created. During a limited design competition, held in 
1935, the artists sought to solve the problem too much by way of symbolic, 
purely graphic representations. Airmail stamps lend themselves to the service 
of travel promotion and for that reason attempts were to be Made to create a 
series of stamps with especially effective landscapes. 

This project was entrusted by the PTT to the artist and engraver, Albert 
Yersin who executed this, his first commission with great success. From a series 

• Fig.127 Fig.126 

of pictures of the most diverse 
regions of the four linguistic 
areas, eight denominations were 
finally chosen and put into cir-
culation on May 1, 1941: the 
light blue 30 Rp. stamp (123) 
shows the world-famous 'Jungfrau' 
massif, where is located the 

highest Swiss post office, Jungfraujoch (3457 metres). The fertile Rhone Vallej* 
of the Valais is shown as seen from Sitten on tho grey 40 Rp. (124); the olive-
green 50 Rp. 125 shows the castle and town of Lyon on Lake Geneva. The yellow-
brown 60 Rp. (126 shows the pro-alpinep eaks of the Kamors and Hohon Kasten in 
the Alpstein region. The violet 70 Rp. (127) shows a motive from southern Switz-
erland, the Ticino, with the plain of Magadino and the Maggia delta; the blue-
green 1 Fr. (128) depicts a detail of the Lake of Lucerne with the Buz Benstock 

Fig.128 
	

Fig.129 
	

Fig.130 
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and Pilatus. The brown-red landscape of the 2 Fr. (129) shows the Engadine with 
the well-known lakes of Sils and Silvaplana. To conclude this series of the 
first airmail stamps printed by steel engraving, a new value of 5 Fr. (130) was 
created, on which the rocky chain of the Churfirsten is represented in a dark 
blue colour. Value denominations and indications of country are uniformly 
arranged. 

Instead of the former large format, the horizontal middle format was chosen 
for this new series of stamps for practical reasons. The indication of airmail 
was shown on the pictures by moons of aeroplane, but not so prominently as to 
impair the landscape representation. In order to distinguish the airmail stamps 
from the smaller landscape pictures of the ordinary series, tinted stamp paper 
was used. The Rappen values were printed on a chamois-coloured paper with red 
and blue fibres, the Franc values on a yellow-tinted safety paper with black 
and red fibres. 

Noteworthy is the artistic contrast between the landscapes engraved by the 
experienced engraver Karl Bickel, who reduced the picture into convincing com-
positions with hardness in the graven lines, and the French-speaking artist, 
Albert Yersin, who preferred a naturalistic softness. In this way both series 
differ, yet complement each other profitably in both style and technology. 

To conclude the survey of these stamps, mention should be made of: 

SERVICE STAMPS  

At the request of the Confederate Treasury, the Federal Council decree d on 
April 23, 1909 that all service departments of the Federal Government were to 
deliver postal mailings to the nearest post office for prepayment. In 1910 the 
Post Office of the Federal uilc i  n.; in Berne had accounts with over 70 different 
departmental agencies, so that Garin_,; certain times of the day there was very 
heavy traffic with resultant delays in delivery. At the su g estion of the Var 
poard of Trade, which carried on an extensive correspondence and had offices in 
a number of other cities, those official agencies, with the permission of the 
Treasury Department, were allowed to frank their own nail beginning on Au'ust 1, 
1910. In the interest of inl,r.>ved control the postage stamps of the denomination 
3, 5, 7i, 10, 15, 20 25 & 30 Rp. received the overprint: 'Industrielle Kriegswirt• 
schaft' in a private printing plant. With the reduction of the offices required 
by the war effort, these service; .stamps were withdrawn as from May 15, 1919 and a• 
the same time lost their validity. 

In order to enable the Secretariat General of the League of Nations to 
exercise a better control over the postal expenditure of its various agencies, 
the PTT has since 1922 supplied ordinary current stamps with corresponding over-
prints (Figs 131/2). For like reasons the International Labour Office has since 
1923 received its own service stamps. 

OFFICIAL SMITS  

The agencies of the General Federal Government use for the franking; of their 
domestic mails (insofar as they require postage) as well as their foreign mails, 
special official stamps, so-called administrative stamps. These are postage stamp: 

'of the current issues (3 Rp to 2 Fr.) which are specially marked as stamps of the 
Federal agencies and are supplied to the Federal Government at nominal rates. 

The first such Stamps appeared on January 1st, 1935; a vertical and a hori-
zontal single-row beam of 5 holes each in the size of the stamp perforation were 
arranged in the shape of a cross (Fig. 133). (to be concluded) 



L.ESBUREAUX SONT: 
LYON, chez ALLARD et Ga., Entrepreneurs dela Diligence de Lyon a Geneve. 
GENEVE, a* Bureau des Diligences der Simplon, place du Moiard. 
MILAN, au Bureau des Diligences du Simplon. 
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POSTER FOR THE POST COACH SERVICE OVER THE SIPrPLON IN 1808, see right 

D ILIGENCES  
EN POSTE 

POUR MILAN. 
pppr. : T. tnsport rdé . Voyageurs .et _Marchandises , 

SaisLT.nt.k tT • t De LYON, a GENEVE, en 24 heures, 
De GENEVE. a MILAN, en 84 

Et Retour de meme. 

The SFF mystery, more from Michael Rutherfoord 

The text in three languages shown in last month's Newsletter was from 
a 1914 cover of mine. As this question was also raised by me in the 
SVP Bulletin, a comprehensive answer was made by member G Scherrer of 
Adliswil, four pages: SFF = Strade Ferrate Federali, i.e., 'Iron Road' 
as in French. He says that this was introduced between 1906 and 1908 
on the formation of the SBB. On 23rd June 1944 this was changed by law 
Article 22/c, to FFS 'Ferrovie Federali Svizzere'. Two years was given 
to execute the change, so SFF is seldom seen after 1946. 

EXTRA * EXTRA * EXTRA Sussex Group Meeting this month, 16th July  

The next meeting (letters R & S) will be on the 16th of July and any 
Helvetia member would be more than welcome if they are in Sussex on 
that date. Sussex Group meetings are held in the Lounge of All Saints 
Church, Patcham, Brighton at 2.45 for 3.00 p.m. 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS Tel: 071-794 8078 

I o8. 

P.O. BOX 940 
LONDON 
NW6 2JP 

The summer months are always slow for trade - 
in May, and only two last month. However, this 
10th July Wokingham; 17th July Sevenoaks; 23rd 
31st July Tonbridge. See the Press for details 
venues - all with good parking. 

I did just three Fairs 
month I am doing four 
July Basingstoke and 
of these very good 



K 1295a  
FD 1.6.94  K 640a  K 1405  

(new)  
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3Q-5.94--8 	 Bellach  

-- = 	see above  
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Did you know? 
	

M Rutherfoord  

- that the new show in the PTT Museum in Bern covers the Simplon road  
from Brig to Domodossola. Extensive documentation & colour prints never  
before shown cover the history from Napoleon's decision in 1799  to have  
a military road, to the opening of the post coach service from Genève  
to Milan in 1808 (see the illustration). The postal history is shown  
in 18 frames by Louis Vuille in masterly fashion. An 80-page booklet  
in German, and separate French text, is available too. It is well  
worth a visit and is open until the 30th of October.  
- that everyone is wondering who took 1 metre from August Piccard. The  
attractive 60c stamp gives his depth record of 10 916m, but the official  
PTT PDC gives him credit for only 10 915m:  
- that on the 15th June 1844 the steam loco 'Napoléon' was driven to 
Basel. It had taken 4 years for permission to advance the 1860m from 
the French border at St. Louis into Switzerland. It took another year 
before it was actually allowed through the Middle Ages town wall into 
Basel itself. Melchior Berri designed the wrought-iron gate which had 
to close the hole every night: A few years later all the town walls 
were removed in Switzerland, and the Modern Age could proceed unimpeded. 
Berri later made the twelve letter boxes (three still being used) which 
preceded his Basel Dove stamp. 
- that the PTT had hoped to issue shares to the public in 1996 after 
privatisation of the postal and telecom services (to benefit whom?), 
but rising opposition and a negative report by the British accountants 
Price Waterhouse has made them think again. 
- that the ASCAT catalogue publisher's jury has given the prize for • 
1994 to the Swiss PTT for its reserved approach to new issues. Well 
done, but how does one get the USA to reduce their output by say 95 % ?  
- that the PTT has just issued the sales figures for the 1992 stamps 
showing a 25% drop in sales of the highest value Pro Patria stamp, 
and a 13% drop in the Pro Juventute 'key' value of 70c. Other values  

of this attractive set were higher. The highest sales were the 50c  

Comics and Circus with 29m each.  
- that the village of Bellach issued a pleasing cover for the first  

day of their new Jubilee cancel where the marble statue 'Venus of  

Bellach', found by a farmer in 1580, is depicted with the village arms.  
- that the disorganised PTT does not mention in the official gazette  

if a place with a changed post code has a K cancel, nor when the name  

is changed. The following three cancels are shown for the first time.  
The SVP had to advise the PTT 'K' New Issue Service of these:  
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Despite the colourful 
label asking for a 
decent cancellation, this 
clerk did the opposite! 
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Now available - the NEW 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN CATALOGUE 1994 

in full colour, 512 pages. The official catalogue of the 
SBHV, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this 
year. Introduction in German and French. "The philatelic 
reference book for young and old" in the NEW 'Libretto'-
binding (thread stitched, opening flat). SFr.22.-- 

Still in great demand 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1993 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT issues and 

.4-- = address list of A.I.E.P. members. English introduction. 
SFr.52.50  

ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991/92 
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, CEPT 
of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. 
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN iu.tOPE Vol. 3 1992 
All countries of former eastern Europe, 
A.I.E.P. members. 
The postage is not included in these prices: 
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L Catalogue 	SFr. 7.30 

Europe, one volume SFr.12.10 
A new Zumstein Western Europe Catalogue, Volume 2 (j-z) 1994 
will come out at the end of 1993. 
For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our agent in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, 
Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (GIROBANK) 
Bern 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you. 
ZUMSTEIN + CIE., Prpr. Hertsch + Co., PO Box, CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland 
New phone numbers from 9.9.93 - 031/312 00 55; Fax: 031/312 23 26  

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
Printed by RPM Reprographics (Chichester) Ltd., Chichester GB 

issues and address list 
SFr.51.--  

address list of 
SF'.56.-- 
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UNDERCOVER i+:AIL - more information from Charles J LaBlonde 

As a follow-up to Geoff Hubbard's writings in the July Newsletter, 
(p 50) about orld ,gar II,I offer the following for consideration: 
The postcard shown below was sent from Glasgow in 1943 to H Ltibke, 
Case 1711, Lausanne, one of the Polish undercover addresses, and was 
censored by both the British and the Germans. Serious students of 
undercover mail need the catalogue published by Charles Entwistle of 

 the Chavril Press in Perth, Scotland who publishes many WW II books, 
and also has price lists and auctions of related material. Even more 
serious students of 	II and other censored mail should join the Cvl  
Censorship Study Group who publish an excellent quarterly bulletin. 
write to: Ron Wike, 20 Isherwood Close, Warrington VIA2 ODJ.  

Currently in 'Tell', the journal of the AHPS, we are publishing the 
contents of some newly uncovered Swiss PTT letters relating to WW II 
mail routing and censorship. This material was discovered by Lichael 
Rutherfoord, copied and translated by me for publication. It is very 
interesting material relative to the postal disruptions early in the 

war. This is 
a good year  
for \'J II re- 
search. I find  
new infor- 
mation in each  
of these Swiss  
PTT letters.  

(Back numbers 
of 'Tell' are 
available in  
the Society  
Library, Ed.) 

Has anyone 
more to add  
to the subject 
for us all? 

SENDER:  

41Lä'  

ADDRESS ONLY TO BE  

F AS b  

'OST  

,SW/  TZ,E/L AND.  

Th : S 	
^- - 

L 1  

c. 	17/1.  
dt.r4-4,47f . 

TI7T.v PWTT, Soo NEWSL 148th year jNo .8 Ipp 57-64 London Aug.1994I ISSN 0951-0001  
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100 YEARS OF SWISS S'TAT PS 1843-1943  translated by P J Rosenthal from  
the original published by the General Direktion PTT, Bern. Part VIII.  

Official Stamps, continued from page 53 last month, where can be found  
the illustrations referred to below.  

In 1930 the perforation was replaced by an overprinted black cross with  

parallel lines. These lines are thicker on the right and at the bottom, Giving  
the impression of being illuminated from the upper left side. The design is the  
work of Albert Yersin (Fig. 134).  

Since February 25, 1942, the cross has been replaced by the Generally  
understood marking 'Officio). It was specially designed for these stamps,  
using the characteristics of Ronan Cursive script, by the artist Herbert i7enger.  

The strong black overprint runs from the left to the right on a light upward  
slant across the centre of the stamps. Corresponding to the format it appears  
smaller on the 3 to 40 Rp. values than on those of 50 rps. to 2 Fr. (Fig. 135). 

 

POSTAGE DUE STAMPS  

Te cover and account for postage due for unstenped or insufficiently  
stamped letter and stage-coach mailings, the first postage due stamps were issued  
on July 1, 1878. Corresponding to the functionalurpose of the stamps, the 
numeral of value was made quite prominent (Fig.136). All eight values were  
is:;ued in blue. From 1083 on the frame was green and the numeral red.  

In 1910 a new design after a model of LTEplattenier was chosen and  

engraved in steel by 11.Geol (Fig. 137) Ina_smzch as those stamps showed the  

Confederate coat-of-arms as a centrepiece an,1 in 1924 the now ordinary stamps 
of 90 RD. to 2 Fr. also showed this, it appeared advisable to replace them by  

a new motif. On the issue of 1')24 (after a design by Louis Salzmann) two  
children show the postage due numeral on a raised oval shield. The country  
designation is shown on the inscription below (Fig.130).  

Since 1930 the postage duo stamps have been printed by means of steel  

engraving. The series is printed in red throughout and shows on each stamp a  
large, slanted numeral; a definitely functional stamp. The design was created  
by Werner :leis k8nig, the steel engraving by G.Mattcr (Fig 139). Originally  
these postage due stamps were not on sale in the post office. The sale of  
cancelled stamps or stamps overprintedi 'SPECIMEN' was permitted for philatelic  

purposes for the first time in 1091; unused postage due stamps were sold for  

the first time in 1907.  

CHARITY STAMPS  

Since 1911 charitable institutions have received, without charge, special  
stamps for franking their unregistered mailings. The amount allotted each year  
to the various users depends upon their respective out put and requirements. As  
a rule three values are distributed, according to printed matter, postcard and  
letter rates. Every user has a control number, which is overprinted in small  
black numbers at the top of the stamps and enables the postal authorities to  
make certain that these stamps are used only by the institution.  

/  /4/  /42  

From 1911 to 1934 the design of the postage due stamps of the 1910 issue  
was utilised. The indication 'PP' (Port paye ) within the value frame and the  
control numbers, in addition to the use of blue tinted paper, were the only  

characteristics which differentiated these stomps from the. j ostage due stamps  
up to 1924 (Fig.l40).  

Karl Bickel hrught the idea of charity forcefully to the fore on the  

stamps which he designed and engraved in steel (issued on January 1, 1935).  
The 5 Rp. stamp shows a Protestant sister of a nursing order (Fig.141) and  
this stamp, with its fine design, assuredly surpasses any other which up to  

- 	 - 	 ., 	'n 	O-^-1-1,11in  
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sister of a nursing or_,or was chosen (Fi£;.l42). The 20 R,. stamp reproduces,  

together with the emblem of the Red Cross, a likeness of Henri Dunant, the  
benefactor who sought to alleviate the suffering on the battlefields (Fig.143).  

This then, is a brief hi:atory of the first 100 years of Swiss stamps,  

giving perhaps a little insight into the selection of suitable designs, both  

for the various definitive series ana the more colourful commemoratives, a  
tradition which will be maintained and surpasoed as time goes on.  

THE END -  

r ̂ 
Uff  
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Der zweite Friihling fiir den ältesten  

Raddampfer der Schweiz  
Festliche Einweihungsfahrt 30. April 1994  

i 3O PR 4  

All five renovated  
paddle-wheelers did  
the trip to Fluelen  
with 'URI' leading.  
Rifler made replica  
cancellers as the  
old ones had been  
discarded each time  
a ship was reno-
vated. Our thanks  
to Michael Ruther-
foord for sending  
this interesting  
souvenir of the  
event.  
Do you have items  
that would fill a  
space like this?  
Send a photocopy.  
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Om .. 151 ■st  
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ONGRESS  

comptoir suisse  
Lalsaime  

14-25 septaebre 1994  

JAZZ  
IFESTIVAL  
WILLI  

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS  Tel: 071-794 8078  

 

P.O. BOX 940  

LONDON  
NW6 2JP  

   

Please meet me at the following venues.11 Aug.Eastbourne 
P.S.event,St.Johns Ambulance HQ at Bourne St. (6.30 to 9.30pm). 
20 Aug.Oxford. 21 Aug.Milton Keynes. Wantlists always welcome and 

,<----_„„ i  .c At discounted prices.  
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SWISS TRIAL PRINTS  by Derrick Slate  

Trial Prints are produced using the same equipment — materials, inks, gummed paper, perforating  

devices etc, as are used for the issued stamp. They are produced after the assembly or the overhaul of a  

rotary press, after the replacement of parts, or the trying out of new materials, such as paper. colours,  

wiping cloths, support belt etc. Special cylinders are used for these prints which show various lines.  

balls and crosses, as well as pictures similar to the issued stamp. These prints show the many possibilities  

of engraving and designing and the capabilities of the machine which print them.  

TRIAL PRINTS HAVE BEEN PRODUCED BY THE FOLLOWING PRINTING METHODS:  

Typography ( Letterpress printed )  
Line — Engraveing ( Recess Printed )  

Line — Engraving and Photogravure Combined  

Line — Engraving and Offset (Lithographed) combined  

Photogravure  

THE PTT HAS/HAD FOUR STAHLSTICH — ROTATIONS MACHINES  

( STEEL ENGRAVING — ROTARY PRESSES )  

SSR I — GOEBEL — Germany  

This machine was made by the Goebel Company in Darmstadt, Germany and was installed in the PTT  

printing works in Bern in 1936. It can print in two colours ( recess and photogravure )  

SSR II — WIFAG — Switzerland  

This machine was made by Winkler, Fallert A.G. of Bern and installed in the PT' printing works in Bern in  

1945 and can only print in one colour ( recess )  

SSR III — WIFAG — Switzerland  

This machine was also made by Winkler, Fallert A.G. of Bern and installed in the PTT printing works in Bern  

in 1966.   It can print in up to three colours ( recess and two photogravure )  

SSR IV — GOEBEL — Germany  

This machine was made by the Goebel Company in Darmstadt, Germany and was installed in the PTT  

printing works in Bern in 1985 ( the printing room had to be modified before installation ). It can print in up  

to seven colours ( three recess and four offset—lithographed ). 

Note: The first stamps produced by SSR IV were the 1986 Europa. 

SSR I SSR II SSR III SSR IV  

Length 8.5 m 6.5 m 8.8 m 15.66 m  

Width 2.6 m 4.2 m 5.4 m 1.8 m  

Weight 15 t 17 t 26 t 47 t  

Operators 4 4 4 to 5 6 to 7  

Printing units 2 1 3 7  

Perforating strokes 74 m 74 m 120 m 1200 m (max)  

Maximum stamps per day 2.5 m 2.5 m 4 m 6 m  

Note. Perforating strokes: SSR Ito SSR III — 1 to 2 sheets per stroke. SSR IV — 2 lines per stroke only.  

NOTES:  

The Recess/Photogravure presses use a very thin quick drying Photogravure ink which gives a screening  

tone to the paper  

The only way to differentiate between the Ordinary and Phosphor Coated Paper is by the use of a  

U. V. lamp  

The PTT are not helpful regarding these prints. I wrote attaching photocopies, asking for certain details and  

received a printed folder which said " neither the numbers printed nor the dates etc. are on record ".  

then the following was underlined in red. " We are unable to enter into correspondence on the subject" !  

^`-- -- 	- 	- - ----_---....-••^ -•^ ^^.+ .v.^Lc  A. I irvinlihts.rlly now material will he found 
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CROSS AND WAVY LINES  

Inscription:  
Designer:  
Printing:  
Printing Machine:  
Paper:  
Sheet Size:  
Pane Numbers:  
Printing Dates on Sheets:  
Sheet Control Numbers:  
Sheet Inscription:  

None  
Karl Bickel  
Recess and Recess/Photogravure Combined  
SSR I  
Ordinary, Grilled and Phosphor Coated  
50 (10 horizontal rows x 5 vertical rows )  
None have been seen  
40 & 41 None on sheet. 1 to 31 Unknown ( not seen  
40 & 41 None on sheet. 1 to 31 Unknown ( not seen  
None  

19?? RECESS — ORDINARY PAPER — BROWNISH GUM  

1 	Olive — Yellow  
2 	Turquoise — Green  
3 	Yellow — Orange  
4 	Black  
5 	Brown  
6 	Red — Brown  
7 	Purple  
8 	Red  
9 	Indigo (shades)  
10 	Blue  
11 	Bright Blue  

19?? RECESS/PHOTOGRAVURE COMBINED — ORDINARY PAPER — BROWNISH GUM  

Recess 
	

Photogavure  

20 	Red 
	

Greenish —  Yellow  

19?? RECESS — GRILLED PAPER — BROWNISH GUM  

30 	Carmine Red  
31 	Purple  

19?? RECESS — PHOSPHOR COATED PAPER — CREAMISH GUM  

40 	Blue  
41 	Orange  

CANCELLED ON CARD:  
No 41 On a card cancelled " BERN 1 — BRIEFVERSAND " without any date etc  

ENVELOPES WITH TYPOGRAPHED PRINTS  
An unused and a used envelope cancelled" BERN 1 BRIEFVERSAND 10-11 12.11 1964 " exists  

with Blue—Green Typographed impressions.  
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THE SUL7ER IS OVER and here are the first meetings of the new season:  

Leeds, September 10th ::embers' Displays; London October 12th letter 'I'. 

One of our members in }`+ales ,  K reeves, is endeavouring to make Swiss  
philately better known. In the South 'bales Philatelic Federation Con-
vention at Port Talbot recently he obtained both a Silver and a Bronze 
medal; he also won the Post  .l History Trophy at his local society.  
However, he has two requests for HELP from members: How can the forgeries  
be detected of the UPU postal stationery card showing the Gotthard mail  

coach?; Why are certain watermarks in the paper of the envelopes used 
for the 1882 'dove over stars' postal stationery considered scarce? 

Gene Kelly, our fiscal stamps expert, has been digging in his own 
archives for a change and produced the lists shown below. These may 
help in deciphering railway and other public transport cancellations. 

Schweizerische Bundesbahnen  
Chemins de ter federaux suisses  
Ferrovie tederali svizzere - 

SBB  
CFF  
FFS  

DB 	Basel SBB-Basel Bad Elf  

FS 	Iselle transito- 
Domodossola  

SNCF Detle-Frontiere-Delle  
SSIF Domodossola- 

Camedo transito  
AE Appenielierbarm  
AOMC Aigle-Oiion-Monthey- 

Cnamoery  
BAN Biere-Apples-Morges  
BO Bremaarten-Dietieor.  
ELS Bem-LOtschberg- 

Simpion  
B_T Lime Birsiata  
Br. 	Bera-Neuchate  
Br5 Bnenzersee  
BSG B etersee  
BT 	Booensee-Togoenburc  
STi 	Bte•-Taufteien-ins  
CE\ Vevey-Bioney 

 CGr: La: Leman  
Chemins oe te -
ar. uurz  

CMI. Cnern r s oe te -
aes Montacnes  
Neucnateioisee  

Simmentaibahn 
St. Gallen-Gats-
Appenzell-Altstatten 
Vierwalastättersee  
So:oncLtrn-Moutter  
Solothurn-Niederbipp  
Sudostbann  
Sensetatbann  
Thun-Beatenoucht  
Soiotnum-Zoihkofen-
Bern  
Zurich Seinau-Sihlbrugg  
Trogeneroann  

PIT  

EBT 
 

Emmental-Burgdort-Thun  
FART 

 

Locarno-Cameao transito  
FB 
 

Forchbahn  
FW 
 

Frauenfeld-Wil  
GBS 
 

Gurbetai-Bern- 
Schwarzenburg  

GFM 
 

Cnemins ae ter  
tribourgeots  

LNM 
 

Lacs ae Neucnate; 
el oe Moral  

LSE 
 

Herotswr-Enoeioerg 
MLE 
 

Moutier-Lencnax 
MC 
 

Martiony-Orsieres  
MOE 

 
Montreux- 
Ooenand Berno s  

f.'TnE Mnte•-Tnurcau-Bann  
f:SIC• NvOn-La Cure ;Suisse  

DeEE Oensinger.-Baistne  
G JE Oberaareau-uurx  
FS 	Poni-Brassus  
PHE Rarsenaci -He oer  
Rh5 Rnattscne Ban'  
R %,^ keoiona  

a, va-oe-Travers  

ThS Thunersee  
URh Untersee und Rhein  
VBW Bern-Wort  
VHS Vereinigte  

Huttwil-Bannen  
WE 
 

Waldenburgeroahn  
WM 
 

Wohlen- 
Metsterschwanden  

WSB Wynentai-und  
Sunrentaibann  

YSteC Yverdon-Ste-Croix  

ZSG Zuncnsee  

C,I 
	

Service d'automobiles 
FART 

 

Servizio d'automobili 
FO 
	

Automobildienst 
GAA 
 

Gesellschaft fur 
Autokurse Amnswil 

GFM Service d'automobees  
GFM/VMCV Vevey-Chatei- 

St-Denis/-Bossonnens 

 LLB 
	

Leuk-LeukerOad.  

- Agars. -Albmen.  
- Guttet. -Erschmatt  

MC 
	

Service d'automooties  
RSV 
	

Rheintalische Verkenrs- 
Detrebe  

SMC 
 

Service d'autornooiles  

ST 
	

Sursee-Trienaen- 
Scnoftlana  
Automootidtenst  
Service d'automooiles  
Verkenrscetneoe  
Zurcner Oberland 
Zugenand  
Verkenrsoetneoe  

AL 	Aigle-Leysin  
ARB Arth-Rigi 

ASD Aigle-Sepey-Diablerets 

BB 	Burgenstockbann 
BBBJ Davos-lschalp- 

Jakobsnom  
BBF Flims-Fii oe Cassons 

und Flims-Grauberg 
BGF Grindeiwald-First 
BLM Lauterbrunnen-Murren  
BOB Berner Oberland-Bannen  
BOW Oberdort-Weissenstetn 
ERB Bnenz-Rothorn 
BrB Braunwaidbann  
BVB Bex-Viitars-Bretaye  
BVZ Brig-Viso-Zermatt  
CEV Blaney-Les Pleiaaes  
DIH inieHakeW-Hetmwentluh  
DPB Davos-Weissfiunioch  

Parsennnutte- 
Weissuwhtocr  

DSB Davos-Scnatzalp  
DSS Schwyz-Stoos  
DUIILIC Unterwasser-ittios- 

Chaserrugg  
EB 	Enpelcerg-Brunni  

EG/LG LTKT Engeiberg-
Tiths  

FLP Lugano-Ponte Tress  
FME Cassarate-Monte Bre  
FO 	Furka-Ooeraic  
GGB Gornergratoann  

GN 	Giion-Rocners-ae-Naye  

LO Lausanne-Ouchy  
LRF Rhazuns-Feldis/Veulden  

LRU Raron-Unterbach  
LSC Surlej-Silvaplana- 

Corvatsch  
LSFF/LSFL, LSFP Saas Fee- 

Felskinn, Saas Fee-
Langfluh und Saas Fee-
Plattten  

LSM Stockaip-Meicnsee-Fruti  
LSMS Stecheiberg-Schilthorn  

LSS Schwagalp-Santis  
LSSt Schatzalp-Strelaciass  
LIE Ligerz-Tessenberg  
LTK Twing (Hasiioergt- 

Kaserstatt  
LUOT Untenerzen- 

Tannen000enaic  
LWE Wasserauen-Ebenalo  
LWM Wengen-Manniichen  
LWRK Weggts-Rig; Kaltoad  
LWW Weissfiuhioch- 

Weissflungibte!  
LZR Zweisimmen-Rinaerperg  
MC Mantany-Chatetara  
MG Ferrovta Monte Generoso  
MGi/TG Montreux  

et Territet-Goon  
MME Muottas Muragi-Bann  
MS Lugano- 

Monte San Salvatore 
NB 	Niesenbann  
NCh La Couore-Chaumont 
OC Oroe-Cnavornay 

HE Harderbahn  
JB 	Jungfraubann  
LAF Adhswii-Felsenegg  
LAG Andermatt-Gemsstock  
LAS Les Avants-Sonloup 
LAW Arosa-Weisshorn 
LBBD/LB Betten-Bettmeralp  
LBD Bernina-Diavolezza 
LBG Braunwald-Grotzenbuel  
LBHK Brulisau-rioner Kasten 

 LBK Beckenrted-Kiewenalo 
LCL Curtinatsch-Piz Lagalb  
LCPN Corviglia-Piz Nair  
LDN DalleHwh- 

NieDerridxenbadh  
LOW  Dalienwil-Wirzweti 
LEE Lausanne-Echallens-

Bercner  
LJK Jakobsbad-Kronberg  
LKP Klosters-Gotscnnagrat  

(Parsenn)  
LLAT Leukeroad und  

Albmentenern-
Rtnaernutte  

LLG Leukeroad-Gemmioass  
LLPR Lenzernelae- 

Paroaner Rothorn  
LLTS Lungern Obsee- 

Schonbuet  
LMG Morel-Greicneralp  

(Riederaipl  
LMPK Memnoen-Reutt-

Btamt-Magisaip  

PBILKF/LFP Alpnachstad-
Pilatus Kulm 
Khens-Pilatus Kulm 

RhW Rheineck-Waizenhausen 
SBG Braunwald- 

Kleiner Gumen 
SBN Beatenberg-Niederhom  
SGZ Zugersee 
SMA Munen-Atlmendhubel 
SMC Sterre-Mcrtana-Varmala  
SMtS St-Imier-Mont-Soleil  
SNL Lago di Lugano  
SthB Stanserhornbahn  

StMC/LStMS St. MOhtz-
Corvigha und  
St. Moritz Bad-Signal  

SZU Zurich Seinau-Uetltoerg  
THE Thunersee-Beatenoerg  
TChP Cnamoery-Pianacnaux  
TL Transports lausannots.  

reseau interuroain.  
hanes20-25  

TMPF/TPFM. Moieson-Viiiage- 
Le Moiesor  

TRV Rougemont- 
La Vioemanette 

TSB Tretb-Seeusberg  
VCP Vevey-Mont-Pelenn 
VR 	Les Hauts-Geneveys- 

Villiers  
VRB Vitznau-Rig!  
WAG Wengerna;obann 
ZBB Zugeroergbahn  

SEZ  
SGA  

SGV  
SMB  
SNB  
SOB  
STB  
STI  
SZB  

SZU  
TB  

Schwetzerische PTT-Betriebe 
Entrepnse des PTT sulsses 
Aztenda PTT svizzen 

PTT/BM Bellinzona-Mesocco 
AAG Allaman-Aubonne- 

Gimel 
AAGL Autobus AG Liestal 
AAGR Auto AG Rothenourg  
AAGS Auto AG Schwyz  
ABI 	Autolinee Bleniesi 
ABM Biei-Meinisoerg 
AFA Frutigen-Adeiboaen  
AGS Gunten-Signswil  
AHC Hochdorf-Cham  
AOMC Service d'automooiies  
ARAG Automabit Rottai AG  
ARG Roue-Gimel  
ARL Lugano-Sonvico  

Lugano-Tesserete  
AS 	Autobetneb Sernttai  
ASIC St-imter-Chasserai 	STI  
ASKAe Soiez-,Aeschl 	 VR  
ASKS Sarnen-Kerns-Stans 	VZO  
ASS Schaffhausen-Scnle them  
AT^H Thun--iedigenscnwena; ZVB  
AWA Weesen-Amaen  

Cur Honorary Packet Secretary, Derrick Slate, reports that 13 packets 
are already in circulation. .yore material is needed, but do not send it  

during August. Booklets can be sent from the beginning of September up 
4-- 	1-74;1c,117.  
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Did you know? 	 ._ Rutherfoord  
- that I have not been able to find out why the new rr.8. booklet  

does not have cut edges, which makes me think that perhaps it is 
because sales of the counter sheets were lower than expected, so to  
use up excessive stocks these booklets were made up. So far two print-
ings have been seen, 15.11.93 and 10.2.94. Also the rather primitive 
artwork suggests a rush job, unplanned. Perhaps if sales are good, and 
taking into account that no publicity is made at the counter, then 
perhaps a second edition will follow with cut edges, as with the pres-
ent 60c stamp in the Fr.6.- booklets. 
- that the SVPS (note the change from SVP, which is the same as a 
political party) has issued the third supplement to their Machine 
Cancels Handbook, 23 double-sided pages, covering the new slogans for 
the years 1991/2/3, price 8.- (UK cheaue to me). Supplements 	& 2  
can still be had, for f.18.- each.  
- that Zumstein now use the SVPS/PTT official K cancel numbering sys-
tem, and print a useful old-to-new conversion list in their issue 7/6  
of the BBZ. Note that the 1993 issue of the K-Handbook can still be  
bought for Z13.  
- that also in the same issue of the BBZ there are illustrations of  
the Swiss Paracelsus stamp shown used in Germany, and the almost ident-
ical German version used in Switzerland. This was not a combined issue  
as the Swiss stamp shows him looking to the right and the German one  
looking to the left from, in fact, the same original painting.  
- that again in the same BBZ there is an article on the special card  

used by the Swiss Medical Unit in the lest Sahara as part of the 'J';  
force there.  
- that the number of post offices has dropped by 130 from 1983 to 1993,  
but that 350 further closures are being considered. Postmasters are  

being encouraged to open up some other business to be run in conjunc-
tion with the P0; only a restaurant is not allowed, so far.  
- that in spite of these closures the number of stamps printed has  

increased in 1993 (1992) to 777m (714m), by the PTT 599m (497m) and  
by Courvoisier 178m (217m). The financial link between these two has  

not been disclosed, but it is close. Postcard sales jumped to 12m from  
10m, mainly used for promotional competitions.  
- that the two new stamped labels have been FD cancelled by the PTT  

off the 'stamp', see the illustration. Dr Jan Etter has written in the 
NZZ that this is strictly speaking not correct, as the old rule - that  
stationery items were not to have their impressed stamp cancelled - 
was rescinded by new instructions issued on the 6th _November 1907.  
This was because the PTT were then allowing private firms to have  

'ordinary' stamps impressed on their envelopes in bulk in advance of  
posting. However, many postal clerks still say that the cancel need  

from 	'stamp', 	 1 	t for re-use it is in any awaylrom ^__e 	as if cut out 	 y case  

not valid. 

FD cancel  
on one of 
the new  
stamped  
labels 
issued by 
the ?mT  



Page 64 
	

HELVETIA NEWSLETTER 	 August 1994 

           

           

  

Sitte an die Post: 
Gut iesbarer Datum - Stem 

       

     

Bkte 

frankteren I 

   

           

Michael Rutherfoord sends us this 
envelope where the Police ask for: 
'a clear date cancel' where a fine 
has to be paid by a certain date. 
This is what the Post Office did: 
That did the Police think? 

        

 

An die 

Direktion der Polizel 
des Kantons Zurich 
Rechtsdienst im Strsssenverkehr 

   

  

Adresse des Absenders: 

    

    

8090 Zurich 

     

  

C6 7.73 10000 

        

           

           

           

Now available - the NEW 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN CATALOGUE 1994 

in full colour, 512 pages. The official catalogue of the 
SBHV, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this 
year. Introduction in German and French. "The philatelic 
reference book for young and old" in the NEW 'Libretto'-
binding (thread stitched, opening flat). SFr.22.-- 

Still in great demand 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1993 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT 
address list of A.I.E.P. members. English 

issues and 
introduction. 

SFr.52.50  

address list 
SFr.51.--  

SFr.56.-- 

ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991/92 
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, CEPT issues and 
of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. 
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN SUEOPE Vol. 3 1992 
All countries of former eastern Europe, address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. 
The postage is not included in these prices: 
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L Catalogue 	SFr. 7.30 

Europe, one volume SFr.12.10 
A new Zumstein Western Europe Catalogue, Volume 2 (j-z) 1994 
will come out at the end of 1993. 
For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our agent in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, 
Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (GIROBANK) 
Bern 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you. 

ZUMSTEIN + CIE., Prpr. Hertsch + Co., PO Box, CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland 
New phone numbers from 9.9.93 - 031/312 00 55; Fax: 031/312 23 26  

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
Ti7A 	Chichester GB 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ORDINARY POSTMARKS 1914-1964 by F Molenaar 
in particular, the cancels with postal district number in Roman 
numerals in the lower segment. Originally published in Dutch by the 
Studiegroep Zwitserland in the book celebrating their 25th anniversary 
(This article has been translated by R S Johnson, with the assistance 
of the author.) 

1. Introduction: History  
The well-known work on cancellations by Andres and Emmeneger (A-E) 
concerns itself in principle with the cancels in use from 1843 to 1907. 
Nevertheless some groups of cancels exceed these limits, one group in 
particular, 174B, the so-called segment cancels where the inner circle 
is not continuous so making two separate segments top and bottom. In 
group 174E the upper segment contains a cross and the lower the Postal 
District number (Postkreis = PK) in Roman numerals. In A-E is noted 
'altered form from 1925'. However, this should be 1915 if not even 1914. 
Figure 1, below, shows an illustration of this type of cancel from the 

15th May  
1915 on a  
postcard 
going to  
Holland. The 
introduction 
of this 
modified  
type of 
cancel is 
noted in a 
PTT circular 
No. 812.89  
dated the  
10th July 
1914 which 
laid down 
the cross in 
the upper  
segment and  t 
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the PK number in the lower. Therefore I have taken 1914 as the start 
of the period under study with 1964 as the end, that being when cancels 
with Postcode number were introduced (Postleitzahl = PLZ) from which 
point the PK number was shown in Arabic figures. 

The circular of 1914 mentioned only the content of the segments and 
not their shape, nevertheless, new cancels, in the main, took this 
form - group 174B - after 1914. In addition existing cancels were alt-
ered to meet the requirements of the circular or replaced by new ones 
conforming to the circular. In this way the long date-bridge cancels 
without hour indication (groups 141A, 141B, 144A, t44B, 145, 173A & 
1738) and with hour indication (174A) were modified in service and 
only double circle with hour cancels (our group 3-I) being replaced. 
As far as Razor blade cancels are concerned (compare 172C with 174A & B 
in A-E) this has been dealt with elsewhere and will not be covered. 
2. The Swiss PTT circular of 1914  
The circular introduced a new type of cancel with the PK number in 
Roman numerals in the lower segment. As there are eleven districts the 
figures I - XI can be found. These were to replace the cancels with 
hatching in the segments above and below the date bridge. These hatch-
ings were sometimes very fine (up to 20 thin lines) and sometimes very 
large (five thick lines). The cancels were of two types, one with a 
continuous date bridge and the other with a double circle. Then after 
1914 came the third type, the segment cancels (see part 1). According 
to the circular the upper segment should contain a Swiss cross, but 
where a cancel already had a cross in the lower segment the hatching 
was retained in the upper segment or removed without anything being 
put in its place. As the lower area of the cancel could contain many 
items of subsidiary information or a cross, fleurons, stars, singly 
or in combination, a great variety of these new cancels could occur. 
They were in service until the introduction of the PLZ numbers in 1964 
when they were gradually replaced, the last at tr -  end of 1968. 
Figure 2 Hatched cancels mentioned above 

3. Indication of Time  
As will be explained in detail in part 4 the segment cancels and the 
double circle ones exist in two types, that is with and without an 
indication of the time. The following applies to cancels with time or 
hour indication. According to the Federal decree of 19th April 1918 
the new cancels had to show the hour in Arabic numerals from 1 - 24. 
Before this Roman numerals were used for the morning (I -XII) and 
Arabic figures for the afternoon (1 - 12). Obviously it was not poss-
ible to convert all the cancellers at once and so, to avoid confusion , 

the order of 15th April 1919 laid down that the cancels not already 
converted should, from the 1st May 1919, show the morning hours in 
Arabic figures and the afternoon in Roman figures, that is to say 
precisely the opposite of the previous arrangement. The cancel shown 
on the postcard on the previous page is therefore XI for 11 a.m. 
On the other hand a cancel on a letter of 1931 shows the Roman figure 
VI for 6 p.m., 12 years after the introduction of the figures 1 - 24. a 
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The date of 1931 is all the more remarkable as there exists a list 
of cancels showing the hours 1 - 24, supplied by the PTT Library, and 
this list only shows cancels issued up to the month of September 1924, 
implying that the conversion of the cancels had been completed at 
that time. A cancel of Grange Canal for 1925 with Roman figures also 
does not fit this picture. With this knowledge it is possible to 
detect cancellations which have been turned back. For example a cancel 
which shows the hour with an Arabic numeral 13 or higher in the far 
right of the date bridge should not exist before the 1st May 1919. A 
certificate of authenticity or genuineness can not change this. 
Cancels issued before 1919 must have space after the indication of 

the day - month - year for the hour in Roman or Arabic figures. As a 
rule there were two columns next to each other, the first for the 
Roman and the second for the Arabic with a dash used either after the 
Roman figure or before the Arabic one, for example: 30.X.15.XI- or 
29.IX.15-11. In the illustrations supplied by the PTT Library there 
exist ones where the date ends in X 8 or IV 3, obviously to show what 
was possible with the two types of figures. It goes without saying 
though that when used postally one or the other of the two columns of 
figures was used to indicate the hour and that theoretically figures 
from both columns could not exist in a cancel. Some cancels, however, 
have one or two dashes or a block (i) in place of the hour. In case of 
doubt these have been included in Type I of part 4 along with the 
cancels with indication of hour. 
The Ambulant cancels rarely if ever mention the Postal district 

number. The only exceptions are given by Pfeiffer in his booklet for 
the 10th anniversary of the Studiegroep Zwitserland.(types R6, R15 
and R16 on pages 48 & 49). In these cancels the final number in the 
date bridge shows the number of the train and not the hour. Thus the 
figure 20 does not mean 8 p.m. but train number 20, a fact borne out 
by the existence of numbers higher than 24. (To be continued.) 

GABRA III has produced a special postal stationery card with a 
special 60c franking (inset) and an illustration of the first 
Swiss postal mandat of 1867 on the verso. 
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ANOTHER AIRMAIL PUZZLE from M Rutherfoord 

The cover below had been discarded as 'incomplete', but I found it 
fascinating to work out what was the stamp that had been removed from 
the upper right corner. The letter was posted and registered in Zurich 
HPO on 9th May 1940 to take part in the special flight of 9.5.40 in 
aid of the National Fund (for rearming) and the Red Cross, as shown by 
the special cancel in red. The Field PO No. 30 stamped their arrival 
mark on the same day. See page SF 38 of the 'Luftpost-Handbuch'. Time 
of day was not shown as such mail was considered to be Philatelic. 
However, this letter still had a long way to go. The next day Germany 
invaded the Low Countries. 
On the 15th a transit mark was applied in Naples, and on the 20th a 

Registered mark in Hong Kong, on the rear. There a Censor mark, No. 13, 
was also applied. On the 29th the letter arrived at its destination, 
Tientsin in China. Airmail all the way? What was the missing stamp? 
More valuable than a set of National Fete? 



Printing Cylinder 
circumference: 
4 sheets of 40 stamps 

Paper: 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 

Recess/offset 
by PTT Stamp 
Printing Office, Bern 

Size: 
39,6 x 30 mm 

DIE POST TJ' Philatelie-Service 
CH-3030 Bern 
Telefon 031 -338 27 28 
Fax 031 -338 73 08 
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The postal administrations of the three coun-
tries agreed on the same portrait for the stamp 
but selected a different background each. Bel-
gium chose a view of Liège, Georges Simenon's 
birthplace, France the Quai des Orfèvres in 
Paris, the scene of the Maigret novels, and Swit- 

Georges Simenon 

Georges Simenon was born on 13 February 
1903 in Liege and grew up in a lower middle-
class family. His father worked for an insur-
ance company and his mother ran a little 
boarding house for foreign students. Simenon 
decided on a career in journalism at the early 
age of 16, when he joined the «Gazette de 
Liège» as an apprentice, his first opportunity to 
show his writing talents. In 1922 he moved to 
Paris, where he produced several hundred short 
stories for newspapers and magazines under 
seventeen different pseudonyms. The first 
work published under his own name was 

STOP AIDS Campaign 

In recent years, AIDS has spread throughout 
the world, and since there is no effective med-
ical treatment or vaccination as yet, preven-
tion is currently the only way of slowing down 
this alarming trend. Acting on government or-
ders, the Swiss Federal Office of Health is mak-
ing major efforts to head off this epidemic, con-
centrating on broad-based STOP AIDS 
campaigns designed to persuade the general 
public to adopt preventive measures. The Postal 
Service is supporting the current campaign with 
a special stamp that will be issued to tie in with 
World AIDS Day, set by the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) for 1 December. 
After campaigns spread over seven years, the 
importance of the condom and its use are now 
firmly established in most people's minds. Ad- 

zerland Echandens Castle, near Lausanne, 
where Simenon lived for many years. The de-
sign for the Swiss stamp was redrawn and steel 
engraved by Pierre Schopfer from La Chaux 
(Cossonay). The portrait common to all three 
stamps is by the Belgian artist D. Roegiest. 

«Pietr-le-Lefton» (1931), which also introduced 
the figure of Inspector Maigret, later to be-
come inseparably linked with the name of 
Georges Simenon and bringing him worldwide 
fame, not least through subsequent films of 
many of his novels. All in all, Simenon wrote 
80 detective stories featuring Inspector Mai-
gret. Simenon's total literary output under his 
own name comprises some 200 books. Trans-
lated into more than 50 languages, approxi-
mately 600 million copies have been sold all 
over the world. After spending more than ten 
years in Canada and the USA, Georges Sime-
non returned to Europe, settling in Switzerland 
in 1956. He died in Lausanne on 4 September 
1989. 

mittedly, condoms are not the only form of pro-
tection. Lasting, mutual fidelity in a partner-
ship is just as effective, and many people think 
that it would be more sensible to focus on fi-
delity as the best possible protection. However, 
the facts and the seriousness of the illness force 
us to take a realistic view of things and to adopt 
pragmatic solutions. We would all prefer not 
to have to discuss AIDS, but because it must 
not become a taboo subject, we have to talk 
about preventive measures as a whole, includ-
ing condoms. And, of course, we should not 
forget that the various methods of prevention 
always represent a further ray of hope. 
Niki de Saint Phalle's stamp design with its live-
ly, cheerful colours seeks to express this hope 
with maximum impact. 

Joint issue by Switzerland, Belgium and France 

Printing 

Rotogravure; 
Hélio Courvoisier SA, 
La Chaux-de-Fonds 

Size: 
25,7 x 36 mm  

Cylinder 
circumference: 
2 sheets of 50 stamps 

Paper: 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS Td: 071-794 8078 

P.O. BOX 940 
LONDON 
NW6 2JP 

Access 

 

Meet me this month at Surbiton on 10 Sept. & Basingstoke on 24 
Sept.I shall be taking a break this month for a well earned rest. 
However still send me your wants as well as items that you wish 
to sell off. Particularly looking for Bundesfeier cards and 
covers. 



New Philatelic Office covers  

RATHAUS  

PHILATELIE PTT 8022 ZÜRICH  
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For collectors of postal ephemera there are now available in children's  
toy Post Offices not only the 50c postal stationery card but also a  
sheet of PJ stamps. The card is shown against a genuine for compar-
ison. The PJ stamps are miniatures of the 1985 issue and come in a  
sheet of fifty, ten rows of five made up of 5 x 35c, 20 x 50c, 15 x  
80c and 10 x 90c. How long before someone makes an enlarged photocopy  
of these?  

CARTE POSTALE  

POSTKARTE  

CARTOLINA POSTALE  

RECENT CANCELS ISSUED BY THE PTT  

See the last  
page for an  
up-to-date  
list of the  
K-cancel  
numbers  

o^ 
‘A" 

 
14.-9.94-10 c"  

COMPTOIR 
 \ SUISSE  



hIKJINIIPUSTIVAL 

RHEINKNIE  
SESSION 94  
14.-211.OKTOBER  

zBeR^ of ma  

13.-  23. Oktober  
St.Gallen  

4. IX.- 6. X!. 1994  

Saura  

Museo d'Arte Moderns. Lugano  

itll, 	I 	IIIpi11L  

EXPOSITION) 7-16 OCT.1994  
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Did you know? 
	

M Rutherfoord  

- that the PTT are at last doing something about the totally unnecess-
ary UN/Helvetia stamps for the BIT, WHO and others. They will withdraw 
from sale all those issued up to 1989 at the end of 1994. All future 
issues will be on sale for only 5 years from issue date. The sugges-
tion has been made to make only one issue for all these International 
Offices collectively. Either that or scrap the whole system. 
- that the newest candidate for another UN Int. Office stamps will be 
the WTO, the successor to GATT, in Geneva. We will see what happens. 
- that the SBB has issued their 'Railway Map' again, at Fr.14.80 a 
good buy for railway fans. Compared with the 1990 issue I can only see 
that the closed Herzogenbuchsee to Solothurn line has been deleted. 
As before there are useful maps of 13 towns. The scale of 300 000 : 1 
makes it a handy guide to all of Switzerland. 
- that now is the time to note that the 'Basler Taube '95' Philatelic 
Exhibition will run in Basel from the 17th to the 25th of June 1995, 
in the Mustermess, an International and National show of importance. 
- that the auction in the Spring of 1995 by Schwarzenbach will be a 
big affair as exhibitors will be trying to top up their collections. 
- that the idea of suppressing the red, blue and yellow colours to get 
only the black of the cancellation does not seem to be possible with 
the usual colour copying machines, at least not without the aid of a 
willing maintenance engineer. One firm flatly refused to copy stamps 
at all, and said that wanting to obtain the cancel alone seemed a very 
suspicious operation altogether, in fact almost proof of criminal 
intent. I left in a hurry. 
- that 50 years ago the three Olympic stamps were on sale and went so 
fast that a second printing had to be made by Courvoisier, but they 
could not get more paper from Biberist, so had to turn to the Zurich 
firm of Sihl. Not only were the fibres shorter, but the gum was no 
longer mat and yellow, being shiny and less yellowish. It is remark-
able that the colour matched so well from one printing to the next. As 
fewer of the 2nd edition were sold, they are the more expensive today. 
These paper mills are the oldest 'Works' in Switzerland. 
- that in the SVPS Bulletin for July 1994 there is a long reprinted 
PTT article in German and French on the PTT-designed cancelling ma-
chines as used virtually exclusively in Switzerland today. Breaking a 
light beam triggers electronically the rotation of the die head, in- 
stead of the old USA system of the cover mechanically striking the 
mechanism to cancel the cover. 
- that another anniversary is being celebrated this year, 70 years of 
Swiss currency in Liechtenstein. However, on the 1st of February 1921 
the Swiss PTT had taken over the posts, and on the same day issued the 
10 Heller stamp with a 2 rappen overprint. So that proves that Swiss  
coins were in use before 1924, during the change-over period. 
- that the illustration is from the new covers used by the Philatelic 
Office in the head post office of Luzern. It shows the old Municipal 
Offices, the Rathaus, not as one might imagine the Philatelic office 
itself. (See opposite.)  

APPRENDS LA VILLE • 
le plus tilt possible  

t 
Education et prévention 

Section genevoise  



K 1389 
K 36b 
K 1390 
K 1391 
K 1392 
K 1393 
K 1394 
K 1395 
K 1396 
K 605a 
K 1397 
K 1398 
K 1399 
K 1400 
K 1401 
K 1402 
K 1403 
K 1404 
K 344c 
K 1405 
K 640a 

6313 Menzingen 
3920 Zermatt 
6515 Gudo 
8598 Bottighofen 
6370 Stans 
4657 Dulliken 
5512 Wohlenschwil 
5524 Niederwil 
8422 Pfungen 
9658 Wildhaus 
2202 Chambrelien 
5432 Neuenhof 
5506 Mägenwil 
5707 Seengen 
1717 St. Ursen 
5445 Eggenwil 
2534 Orvin 
2805 Soyhieres 
9043 Trogen Kinderdorf 
1988 Thyon-Les Collons 
9450 Liichingen 

03 Jan 1994 
01 Feb 1994 
29 Jan 1994 
01 Feb 1994 
01 Mar 1994 
14 Mar 1994 
14 Mar 1994 
14 Mar 1994 
14 Nar 1994 
15 Mar 1994 
21 Mar 1994 
11 Apr1994 
11 Apr 1994 
11 Apr 1994 
02 May 1994 
28 May 1994 
04 Jun 1994 
10 Jun 1994 
12 Jun 1994 
30 May 1994 
30 May 1994 
01 Jun 1994 
01 Jul 1994 
02 Jul 1994 

K 1295a 8965 Berikon 2 
K 1406 1022 Chavannes-pres-Renens 
K 1407 8155 Niederhasli 
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K-Cancel Update 
Charles J. LaBlonde 

This is a follow up to the last list of K cancels which 
appeared in the March Tell. That list included all K-
numbers for 1993. This list shows 1994 cancels to date. 

Recall that individual postal districts are in charge of 
their own K-cancels. The cancels are issued without 
numbers and the Swiss Cancel Collector's Society assigns 
the numbers later. The PTT has made a mess out of the 
K cancel business. 

You may note some date and numbering inversions 
near the end of the list. These are caused by the PTT 
announcing in the official Amtsblatt post office reorgani-
zations, closings, mergers, postcode changes, etc., without 
noting which of these actions affect K cancels. This makes 
getting last day cancels very difficult. 

This information is reproduced 
from 'Tell', the journal of the 
AHPS. Subscriptions can be 
arranged for members through 
our Hon. Treasurer. 

Now available - the NEW 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN CATALOGUE 1994 

in full colour, 512 pages. The official catalogue of the 
SBHY, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this 
year. Introduction in German and French. "The philatelic 
reference book for young and old" in the NEW 'Libretto'-
binding (thread stitched, opening flat). SFr.22.-- 

Still in great demand 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1993 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT 
address list of A.I.E.P. members. English 

ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991/92 
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, CEPT issues and 
of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. 
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN .UKOPE Vol. 3 1992 
All countries of former eastern Europe, address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. 
The postage is not included in these prices: 
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L Catalogue 

Europe, one volume SFr.12.10 
A new Zumstein Western Europe Catalogue, Volume 2 (j-z) 1994 
will come out at the end of 1993. 
For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our agent in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, 
Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (GIROBANK) 
Bern 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you. 

ZUMSTEIN + CIE., Prpr. Hertsch + Co., PO Box, CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland 
New phone numbers from 9.9.93 - 031/312 00 55; Fax: 031/312 23 26 

issues and 
introduction. 

SFr.52.50  

address list 
SFr.51.--  

SFr.56.--  

SFr. 7.30 

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
Printed by RPM Renrozranhics (Chichester) Ltd__ Chichester aR 
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O C T O B E R 1 9 9 4 	 48th year 

ANNUAL GENERAL l+FETING  

In accordance with the Society's Rules NOTICE is hereby given that the 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held on WEDNESDAY 9th November 1994 at 
6.30 p.m. prompt at the Victory Services Club, Seymour St., London WC2. 

AGENDA 1 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 10th November 
1993 and published in the Helvetia Philatelic Society News-
letter of December 1993 

2 Matters arising from the Minutes 
3 Chairman's Address  
4 Hon. Secretary's Report  
5 Eon. Treasurer's Report and Statement of Accounts  
6 Hon. Packet Secretary's Report  
7 Election of Officers and Members of the Society's Committee 

for 1994/5 
8 Motions and Resolutions 
9 Any Other Business 

NOMINATIONS  

Nominations for the Election of Officers and Members of the Committee, 
i.e., Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon. Secretary, Eon. Treasurer, and (not 
exceeding TWELVE Members of the Committee, should be sent to the Hon. 
Secretary IN WRITING to reach him not later than Monday 7th November 199 . 

RESOLUTIONS  

Any member desiring to move a Resolution or Motion at the Annual General 
Meeting must give notice IN WRITITG, enclosing the text of the resol-
ution, to the Hon. Secretary Not less than 14 days before the Annual  
General Meeting. 

The _.GM will be follow-ed by an AUCTION. 

=TIT DuTT . fins: !TEWSL 48th year No .10 pp 73 -80 London Oct .1994 ISSN 0951-0001 

25th September 1994 
R A Hoyle Hon. Secretary 
C I Mistely Chairman 

ALL 11_,Y31-3723  who can are asked to attend this meeting, when they have 
the opportunity to criticise the running of the Society and to put 
forward suggestions for futäre policy. 
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SWISS TRIAL PRINTS by Derrick Slate (continued from p61, August) 

CROSS AND BALL 

None 
Karl Bickel 
Typography and Recess 
SSR II 
Granite, Ordinary, Phosphor Coated (with violet fibres) and Phosphor Coated 
50 (10 horizontal rows x 5 vertical rows ) 
None have been seen for 50, 60, and 120 to 123 
70 to 77 have one to four dashes. All others have pane numbers of 1 to 4 
See below 
Sheets seen have numbers 
70 to 72 have values in upper margins. All others seen do not have values 
70 to 72:- 10c per print = -.50 1.- 1.50 2.- 2.50 3.- 3.50 4.- 4.50 5.-
None 

Printing Dates on Sheet: 

Inscription: 
Designer: 
Printing: 
Printing Machine: 
Paper: 
Sheet Size: 
Pane Numbers: 

Printing Dates on Sheets: 
Sheet Control Numbers: 
Value in Margin: 

Sheet Inscription: 

19?? TYPOGRAPHY - CHALKY GRANITE PAPER - NOT SEEN WITH GUM (ALL STUCK DOWN) 

50 	Pale Scarlet 
	

Unknown ( not seen ) 

19?? TYPOGRAPHY - ORDINARY TONED PAPER - NOT SEEN WITH GUM (ALL STUCK DOWN) 

60 
	

Deep Red 
	

Unknown ( not seen ) 

1945 RECESS — ORDINARY PAPER — BROWN GUM (VARIOUS TONES) 

70 	Scarlet (shades) 
71 	Very Deep Red 
72 	Grey - Green (shades) 
73 	Blue 
74 	Purple 
75 	Slate - Violet 
76 	Chestnut 
77 	Yellow - Orange 

121X45 
-4 IX 45 
111X45 
Unknown ( not seen ) 
Unknown ( not seen ) 
Unknown ( not seen ) 
Unknown ( not seen ) 
Unknown ( not seen ) 

VARIETIES: 
No. 70a to 77a Blob/Dash Under Ball 3/4 mm Long. No.1/3 in sheet (top row, third print along) 
Only seen on sheet with four dashes 

1950 RECESS - ORDINARY PAPER (HORIZONTAL LINES, MOTTLED) - BROWN GUM 

80 	Scarlet 
81 	Bronze - Green (shades) 
82 	Bright - Blue (Shades) 
83 	Deep Blue 
84 	Turquoise - Blue 
85 	Bright Purple 
86 	Brown 
87 	Red - Brown 
88 	Yellow - Orange 

VARIETIES: 
an. n i ina 9 1 /4 mm Lona in Ball 

- 3 VII 50 
- 3 VII 50 
- 3 VII 50 
-3 VII 50 
- 3 VII 50 
- 3 VII 50 
- 3 VII 50 
- 3 VII 50 
- 3 VII 50 
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1957 RECESS — ORDINARY THINNER PAPER (SOME FAINT DIAGONAL LINES) — WHITE GLOSS 
GUM 

90 	Red (Shades) 	 11 XI 57 
91 	Light Bronze — Green (Shades) 	 12 XI 57 
92 	Blue (Shades) 	 11 XI 57 
93 	Purple (Shades) 	 11 XI 57 
94 	Red Brown (Shades) 	 11 XI 57 
95 	Yellow — Orange (Shades) 	 12 XI 57 

VARIETIES: 
No. 90a to 95a A Line 1 mm Long in Ball — No. 2/7 in sheet (second row down, seventh print 
along) Only seen on pane number 2 

No. 90b to 95b A Thick Line 2 1/2 mm Long — No. 2/8 in sheet (second row down, eighth print 
along) Only seen on pane number 2 

1964 RECESS — PHOSPHOR COATED PAPER WITH VIOLET FIBRES (SOME FAINT DIAGONAL 
LINES) — WHITE GLOSS GUM 

100 	Bright Scarlet 	 —4 11 64 
101 	Deep Purple (Shades) 	 —4 11 64 

19?? RECESS — PHOSPHOR COATED PAPER (SOME FAINT DIAGONAL LINES) — WHITE GUM 
(ALMOST A MATT APPEARANCE) 

120 	Scarlet 	 Unknown ( not seen) 
121 	Sage Green 	 Unknown ( not seen) 
122 	Deep Purple 	 Unknown ( not seen) 
123 	Red Brown 	 Unknown ( not seen) 

1982 RECESS — PHOSPHOR COATED PAPER — CREAMISH GLOSS GUM 

130 	Light Brown 
	

11 VIII 82 

VARIETIES: 
No. 130a Smudgy print 

1983 RECESS — ORDINARY PAPER (WITH VIOLET FIBRES) — CREAMISH GLOSS GUM 

140 	Red — Brown 
	 14 III 83 

(To be continued.) 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EU ROSTAMPS Tel: 071-794 8078 

P.O. BOX 940 
LONDON 
NW6 2JP 

*STOP PRESS* tout now 
	 X 

The new small Zumstein isiv 	 and I am taking orders 
now,many prices have changed. The price is expected to be £11.50 
post free. 	Meet me at the following Fairs:- 2 Oct. Hatfield, 
22 Oct. Sittingbourne and 29 Oct Thatcham. 	New venues for 1995 

Chinaford Derby, Greenford and Leicester. 
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THE DEVELOPLENT OF THE ORDINARY POSTMARKS 1914-1964 by F Molenaar 
Part 4 Division into Groups (continued from p 67, September 1994) 

The cancels which form the subject of this article are divided into 
three groups, two of which can in turn be divided into two types. This 
is why it is easier to speak of five groups: 
1 Group 1, type I: segment cancels with hour indication (or train No.). 
2 Group 1, type II: segment cancels without hour indication. 
3 Group 2: cancels with long date bridge, always with hour indication 

(or train number). 
4 Group 3, type I: double ring cancels with hour indication (no train 

cancels in this group). 
5 Group 4, type II: double ring cancels without hour indication. 
Within the five groups a great variety can be found. In the lower 
segment there is always the PK number in Roman numerals. The other 
parts of the cancel vary considerably. The upper segment can contain 
hatching, a cross, a numeral, or nothing. Above and below between the 
two rings, where present, can be a cross, subsidiary information, one, 
two or three stars, two fleurons, a number or letter, a combination of 
any of these or even nothing at all. 
For these reasons illustrations have been made of each group and 

numbered as follows: 
Group 1 - I 	nos 
Group 1 - II 	nos 
Group 2 	nos 
Group 3 - I 	nos 
Group 3 - II 	nos 

In many impressions of cancels the straight lines are missing, some-
times above, sometimes below, sometimes both. These variations are 
not illustrated because it is not often certain that complete im-
pressions exist. There is an exception for Group 3 - I because there 
is convincing evidence that the cancels illustrated without horizon-
tal inner lines only occur in this form. By way of exception cancels 
also occur of which one of the rings, or a part, is missing. There is 
also more uncertainty over the question whether it is a case of an 
incomplete impression or the cancel always appears this way. There 
are no illustrations of these varieties. 

The description of the elements of the cancel, with hatching, cross, 
subsidiary information and such words still do not show exactly how 
these parts look. Thus there are three types of hatching: fine, with 
about 20 small bars; medium, about 12 bars; coarse, with 5 to 9 bars. 
Fine hatching occurs in the cancels in question very infrequently - 
only in two or three items in Group 3 - II. See the distinct exception 
in illustration 51. The medium hatching is found only in Group 3 - I, 
see illustrations 37 & 38. Coarse hatching is found in Groups 1 - II, 
2 and 3 - II. Group 1 - I contains no kind of hatching; this is logical 
as Group 1 - I has no adapted 'old' cancels. 

The cross also exists in different forms. It can be shaded or 'straight' 
and in the latter case small or large. Small crosses occur above all 
in the segment cancels from the final period, thus shortly before 
being abolished. Very occasionally a cross is filled in instead of 
being hollow, see illustration 64a. 

Ths subsidiary information can be geographical or indicate the kind 
of office. If it indicates the canton then this is mostly in brackets. 
(See for instance, the illustrations 1, 3, 5b, 11, 12, 14, 18, 34, 37, 
ZA 	Rg nn An inn =da_} 

1 to 9 
10 to 19 
20 to 29 
30 to 41 
50 to 71 
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illustrations. 
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Illustrations for Group 1 - I  

Our member in Canada, Ed C .,alton (see also page 78) would appreciate  

ANY help or information on the following: 
Now I have a puzzle: I have collected the Strubel issue for some years  
and have a reasonable cross section of foreign covers. Being a Canadian  
these past 44 years (with a Swiss background!), I have been on the  
lookout for a Strubel cover to Canada. During 10 years of looking at  
hundreds of covers, mostly in Swiss auction catalogues, there were many  
to U.S.A. and Great Britain. Many other countries were also represented,  

but not one was addressed to Canada. (My objective at the time was the  
study of foreign postal rates). Up to now I have not pursued my search,  

but now I wonder if there even was any mail from Switzerland to Canada  

during the Strubel period? Perhaps social conditions in Canada at the  

time, did not encourage Swiss commerce or immigration.  

It would be very interesting to me and to some other Strubel collectors  
in Canada, to learn whether examples exist of covers from Switzerland to  
Canada, during the Strubel period.  

.r„_: ity of I ICs addressed to Anthony Hickson or John  
;Tm r eves onen arc reÜcrt any you see.  
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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 

London 12th October Letter 'I' - All `.:embers. 
9th November AGM and auction. 

Leeds 5th November Chairman's Display. 
Sussex Group 12th November Letters 'T' & 'U' - All Members. 

Make a note now on your 1995 calendars of the Seminar in Chippenham 
on the 22nd April 1995. See your Programme Card for details. 

NORTHERN GROUP - The Northern Group began their 1994/95 session on the 
10th of September with the first meeting, as usual, being devoted to 
short displays by those present. Six members combined to produce a 
selection of varied and interesting material with many new acquisitions 
and an enjoyable afternoon was had by all. 	 R A H 

Our member Dennis Cairns writes from Lancashire to hazard a guess in 
reply to Michael Rutherfoord's query on page 68 last month. 
"I suggest that the missing stamp would be for 65c, either No. 10 or 
10z of the airmail series. Why? The flat rate for this special flight 
was 1 Fr, either inland or abroad, plus any registration or express 
fees. This particular cover would merit an additional 30c, that being 
the foreign registration fee at that time, making a total charge of 
1.30 ±r. The National Fate set accounts for 65c, leaving the difference 
of another 65c to be made up by the only single stamp available for 
that amount: 
"It is unlikely that the cover would be flown the whole distance. 

Research done some years ago by Roland Kohl of the Swiss Aerophilatelic 
Society indicated that at this particular period, mail from Switzer- 
land to China was sent by rail either to Naples or Brindisi in Italy, 
hence the Naples transit mark 6 days after the cover was first flown. " 

This page was still in the machine when what should turn up in the post 
this morning but the following from our member Ed Walton in Canada: 
Now we have two suggeations - what do you think? Deadline date for the 
next issue is October 24th. 

I enjoyed reading your September issue of NEWSLETTER, which 
I received just a few days ago. Mr. Rutherfoord presented a nice 
conundrum, in the form of a cover from Zurich to Tientsin; I suggest 
that the missing stamp is the 35c airmail #14z and come to this 
conclusion as follows. 
I believe that during this period (the letter was cancelled 9.V.40) 
airmail from Switzerland to Asia was carried by train to Naples, to be 
carried by KLM, which had its European terminus at Naples by this time, 
to Bangkok and from there by Imperial Airways to Hong Kong. 
The item is a bit similar to one that I have, posted in UZWIL to Manila, 
receiving Hong Kong transit stamp 20 MR 40 and the triangular Hong Kong 
censor mark, (censor 4). The letter was franked Fr.0.80 consisting of 
0.30 single letter rate and 0.50 air surcharge to the Philippines. (See 
POSTGESCHICHTE Nr.48, Nov. 1991 p.26) 
The same reference gives the surcharge to China as Fr.1.00. However the 
rate for these special flights was Fr.1.00, including registration. 
(Ref . SLH, SF40.2a) Since I can see only 0.65 worth of franking, the 
missing amount is 0.35c It is possible therefor that a 35c airmail 
stamp was used to make up the air-rate. For someone obviously phila- 
telically inclined, the # 14z would be a nice stamp to use and it fits 

the space and cancellation. 
This is my suggested solution to the 'puzzle', but I hope that you will 
have many more suggestions! 
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Did you know? 
	

M Rutherfoord  

- that with a first edition of 10 000, the Swiss Dealers Association  
has put their new catalogue on the market, basically the old Mailer,  
but with new co-ordinated prices. The only other price list is the  
traditional Zumstein still, now with net prices, whatever that should  
mean, at least dealers are not being supplied at these low levels.  
There is more information in the Lumstein and I think the colours are  
better, but we will see who wins. The Zumstein is 2.50 fr cheaper,  
and is now in hard covers. Cne hears that a dealer will sell using  

their catalogue, but will buy using the Zumstein pricelist. 
 - that followers of Marilyn Monroe - and who isn't - should not miss  

the 1994 ZUspa cancel, devoted to the fifties, and the symbol herself.  
- that for those with a video camera they might be interested in some  

experiments I have made using the camera/TV set as a closed circuit.  
In this way it is possible to enlarge a stamp or cancel 20 to 30 times, 
depending on the size of the screen, and in full colour too. With my 
Sony and with back lighting I can lay two thin photocopies over each 
other to compare the smallest details. Try it. 
- that together with Germany, Sweden, France, Netherlands and Canada, 
Switzerland has founded a new company with TNT to form the 0D's1' (General  
Delivery Worldwide) to combat the private parcel delivery firms.  
- that in the same direction the PTT has now extended its city internal  

special express service "142" (that is the special telephone number)  
to cover traffic between the big five cities, under the name "PTT-
Rapid 142 Intercity". The prices are double or more than the present  

registered express, but delivery is guaranteed within 3 to 6 hours.  
The minimum charge is 59 fr, or 65 fr to or from Zurich, plus 5 fr  
for every kilogram above 20 kg, up to 30 kg. Not cheap, but cheaper  
than the others, especially with the quantity discounts available. Not  

for circuit packets though.  
- that Corinphila will run its big auction from 24th to 29th October  

in Zurich, and the next Rölli auction will be in Luzern in February  

1995. Sellers should note that Rölli is now one of the biggest auction 
firms and their specialised knowledge of cancels especially is to the 
benefit of all.  
- that the Swiss cancel for the new combined issue with France and  

Belgium has an oval form, the first since the special air cancels from 
the late 1920s. ithout a date this shape has been used for a number  
of mobile post office cachets. 
- that on the 1st January 1995 Switzerland introduces VAT, instead of  

a wartime purchase tax system. Stamps are excluded if the business is  

less than SFr 75 000 per annum. Full details in the September 33Z. 
- that Gene Kelly has published the 6th volume on Fiscal stamps, this 
time on the Canton of -Luzern, 198 pages, plus five full-sized copies  

of complete sheets. SPr.45.- direct from him.  
- that the other day I found two new cancels in the PTI Library among  
new file cards. The first ' ertzeichen' I discovered is used only on  
official letters, not on stamps; the other one can be used on star :;s,  
but again only by the mail order department of the I'hzlu .tel c Bureau  

e r- t 	 i 	- 	to ra  o e 	 closed. 	t 
in _ 1 r:^ ^-s^er^'^ir.â^-gem. 	e ^^.rk^ r^^, ^ 	 office is clos u. she first  
day was Zecs.. -oer 1993 I am told, has anyone seen one about this time  

be 	 establish ; ' the first day of use? to b able to eU ^-^^1^:._  

(S e e v r  the rage, among; ne  

re'Y lv isc vere.. C nr o  s.  



Now available - the NEW 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN -CATALOGUE 1995  
in full colour, 528 pages. Complete with all stamps issued to the 
end of this year. Introduction in German and French. 'The 
philatelic reference book for young and old'. SFR. 22.--  

Still in great demand 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE-CATALOGUE, Vol. 1 (A - I) 1993 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT-issues and adress-list 
of A.I.E.P.-members. English introduction. SFR . 52.50  

ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE-CATALOGUE, 
Vol. 3, 1992.AII countries of former eastern Europe, 
adress-list of A.I.E.P.-members 	 SFR. 56.--  

zumsbein  
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New PTT covers in yellow/red 
and yellow/green have this 
interesting map of Switzerland 
made up of the area postcodes. 
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The first entry in the K-cancel 
list on page 72 last month should 
be K 469a 6313 Llenzingen 03 Jan 1994  
and not as published. 
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PHILATELIE PTT 3000 BERN 

Another of the Philatelic 
Bureau new-style covers. 

The postage is not included in these prices. Printed matter, registered 
Switzerland/FL-catalogue 	 SFR. 6.80 
Europe-catalogue, one volume 	 SFR. 12.10 

A new ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE-CATALOGUE (2 Volumes) 1995 will come out at the 
beginning of 1995. 
For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our agent 
in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, Strand, London 
WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN, please use our postal account (Girobank) Berne 30-334-1 
for pre-payments, thank you. 
ZUMSTEIN & CIE., Propr. Hertsch & Co., P.O.Box, CH-3001 Berne 7, Switzerland 
Phone No. 010 41 31 312 00 55 	 Fax No. 010 41 31 312 23 26  

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain  
• , - 	 „T,OR „__^_ _-.....ti :.,^  (rIVNi ,.inc¢+cT) T,+A 	 (lR  
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ZURICH - TIENTSIN FLIGHT COVER PUZZLE - more from Michael Rutherfoord 

During his recent visit to Switzerland I took the opportunity of 
discussing this puzzle with Charles LaBlonde: later we went for con-
firmation of our theories to Roland Kohl in Ztrich. 
First we looked at the following books: Schw. Luftpost-Handbuch, 

page SF-38; Zumstein Spezialkatalog, pages 569/70; Zumstein Schw./FL 
1995, page 143; Postgeschichte 48/91, pages 26/7 (found quickly, thanks 
to Ed Walton); and in the PTT Library in Bern, the PTA 17/40, pages 
121/3, dated 17.IV.1940. 
Rates for that time were: 20g foreign letter - 30c; foreign regis-

tration - 30c; airmail surcharge to China, per 5g - 1.00; total 1.60. 
The sender probably wrote quite often to this firm in Tientsin so knew 
the rates, when he heard about this special flight at Fr.1 he thought 
he could combine it, making the total cost Fr.2.60. The PTA mentions 
'inland and foreign, express and registration possible' but neither 
allows, nor forbids, airmail to a foreign country. Our cover bears the 
faint note '3g Chiasso 2' in pencil. 

The only single stamp near to this was the Fr.2- air, No. 13. Charles 
LaBlonde noticed that the surface of the envelope under the missing 
stamp was slightly disturbed, proving that it was one stamp (cancel) 
and a big one. This proved that it had been very carefully removed, 
not wrinkling the cover at all. So with a full set of National Féte 
there was only 5c too much. The letters for the special flight had to 
be sent under cover to one of the 16 main POs listed, by the 6th May. 
The registration remark required by the UPU (and still does) 'Ein-
schreiben' has been covered by the R-label by the clerk, who realised 
that the rate was only Fr2.30, as the Special flight fee included the 
foreign charge, therefore he did not need to turn the cover over, as 
the stamps on the front were already 20c too much. However, the clerk 
applying the Peldpost military arrival mark (in Bern-Belpmoos), then 
illegally cancelled the two stamps on the back as well. 

The next auestion is: was the stamp the 13y (1930) on plain paper, 
or 13z (1935) on grilled paper? My reasoning said the owner of the 
cover removed the stamp to see if it was the expensive 13y or the 
cheaper 13z; and it was the fol.mer: If it had been the latter he would 
have replaced it carefully and sold the complete cover. Roland Kohl 

(continued at the bottom of the following page) 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ORDINARY POSTMARKS 1914-1964 by F 1iolenaar 
Part 5 - 1. Group 1, Type I  (continued from page 77, October 1994) 

This is clearly the most common cancel group. Almost all large offices 
use this cancel type, sometimes alternating with or together with the 
cancels in group 2 (long date-bridge). Also one often sees at one 
office a cancel with three stars below and a cancel with subsidiary 
information. How many varieties there are is not at all clear. The 
investigation of this is hindered by the fact that a certain cancel, 
although containing the same components, is altered. This can happen 
by the letters or the stars in the cancel being spaced wider or nar- 
rower. A shadowed cross can be altered into a symmetrical cross. Also it 
can happen that it is merely a question of using different cancels with 
slight variations simultaneously. 

The period of use of these cancels begins in 1915. There are indi-
cations that a few cancels had already been issued in 1914, but their 
actual use on stamp or cover in 1914 has not been proved. We are talking 
of cancels of OBERWINTERTHUR, MARTH1LEN, CASSARATE (all with * below), 
R0M NSHORN 2 with *BA} EOF* below, and four cancels from ST GALLEN with 
(below) aRIEFTRAGER, MANDATE, BRIEFAUFGABE & CHF,CKB.Z. and * * above, 
which are depicted in the documentation of the Swiss FTT. The cancels in 
this case were in use up to 1966. 
2. Group 1, type II  
These cancels without time indication were used in the smaller offices. 
They are not often seen but are very numerous. Up to now more than 1400 
cancels have been registered. Most of the types are as in illustrations 
13 and 14 with three stars or with subsidiary information between two 
stars, the latter predominating. Then follows the type illustrated in 
11 i.e., as 14 but without stars. The cancel illustrated in 16a with 
one star below is not scarce. All the other types are rare, while those 
illustrated in 15 and 16b are unique. I have never seen a cancel of 16b, 
that was given by the late Felix Ganz in his study. 

The period of use of these cancels probably began during 1915. In the 
PTT documentation the earliest date is given LITZIRUTI 8.VII.15. This 
is likely to be the date it was issued. I am not certain when it was 
first used. The withdrawal of these cancels for replacement with those 
with PLZ was completed in 1967. Der Postempelsammler  gives THUSIS BAHNHOF/ 
POSTR,ISENDE 27 . XII.67 as last use. my own records go no further than 
RUERAS 28.VI.67. 
3. Group 2  
As mentioned in 1. the cancels of this group were used in the large and 
medium sized offices. They are found moderately often. However their 
number is not so large. Up to now about 359 different cancels have been 
recorded, but intensive research could well bring another hundred or 
more to light. 

The period in which these cancels exist begins early in 1915. By 1964 
they are less in evidence. It is even a question whether they reach up 
to that year. My last recorded date is LOCARNO 1, 13.VII.63.-. 

(continued from the previous page.) 

thinks it just fell off somewhere on its travels: 
There were nearly 58 000 covers flown (i.e., more than 23 000Frs for 

both the Red Cross and the National Fund) and Roland Kohl thinks that 
not many could have been flown to a foreign country. Who has seen one? 
Also, which airline flew the cover to Tientsin from Hong Kong; other- 
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This group includes the razor-blade type, which has been thoroughly 
researched, the latest summary being in Der Poststempelsammler 5/91, 
by P Guinand so I will not deal with them here. (See also the HNL 
of April & May 1993 for the full story.) 
4. Group 3, type 1  
We now deal with the double ring cancels with hour indication.  This is 
a small group of cancels mainly in offices in the large towns. However, 
they occur also in a few offices in Graubunden, such as Bever, Innerarosa 
and Zernez. The variation is great, because cancels are to be found 
where the horizontal lines of the date bridge are always broken, 
compared to those where they are whole. Compare the illustrations 30 
with 30a, 31 with 31a, 32 with 32a etc. As mentioned the group is not 
large, only some 70 offices. 

This group also began in 1915. Especially is this valid for the 
'forerunners' ZURICH 15 and OLTEN 1. I call these forerunners because 
the oddly formed ornaments in the lower part of the cancel appear 
nowhere else (see figure 6). The existence of the cancel OLTEN 1 on a 
used piece has not been confirmed. We do know, however, that the PTT 
did issue this cancel. The earliest recorded 'definitive' cancel is 
BELP 22.I1.16.-2. The last so far is in 1959. 
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Group 2 continued  
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5. Group 3, type II  
This last group covers cancels from a great number of small offices.  

Thanks to the thorough work of the late Dr Ganz about 2000 cancels be-
longing to this group have been recorded. It reveals a great variety in  
these cancels and their appearance progresses very slowly after 1915.  

For further interpretation we must return to the PTT circular of 1914.  

Here we note that the 'remaining' cancels - those not new or sent for  
alteration - had to be changed later ('ehalten wir uns ftir später vor')  

This can explain why group 3 - II (the double-ring cancels) clearly  

were introduced later than group 1 - II (the segment cancels). It also  
explains the great variety of the double-ring cancels. Those existing  

cancels were altered and the existing double-ring ones contained many  

variations. In addition to this, the alteration occurred in many differ -

ent ways whereby the requirement of the cross in the upper and the PK  
number in the lower segment was not closely observed. The alteration  
took the form of removing the 'Schraffierung' (hatching or shading).  

This was done in two stages. First the lower segment was erased to allow  
the insertion of the PK number. Then the hatching was removed from the  

upper segment. It must be observed that the old double-ring cancel - 
with hatching in both segments - occurred in two types: 1. with cross  
below the ring, and 2. with subsidiary information.  

(This article will be concluded with further illustration  



Printing 

Rotogravure; 
Héllo Courvoisier SA, 
La Chaux-de-Fonds 

Size: 
33,4 x 28 mm 

Cylinder 
circumference: 
2 sheets of 50 stamps 

Paper: 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 

PTT 

DIE POST 11  
3000 BERN 

Giomo d'emissione 
Jour d'émission 
Ausgabetag 

28.11.94 
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Christmas stamp, Mushrooms 

The four-year «Woods — Part of the Child's 
World» series ends with a further link in the 
forest ecosystem — mushrooms. They, like all 
other living things in the forest environment, 
both give and take. They supply trees with 
nourishment while the trees provide them 
with the necessary habitat. 
Woods go through countless changes in the 
course of their lives. Young woods with small 

This peaceful coexistence and cooperation 
fosters variety. However; if the woods are not 
cared for, the mushrooms too will soon disap-
pear. The same as its predecessors, this last set 
in the series is intended to make us more aware 
of and responsive to the vital but threatened 
wood habitat. The four stamps are the work of 
Béat Brusch from Lausanne. 

60+30 c. Christmas candles 

This mushroom with its bright violet or brown-
ish-lilac cap is found from September to late 
autumn — and in warm spots as early as May — 
in gardens and orchards as well as in coniferous 
and deciduous woods. Though initially convex 
and curved, the bald, smooth cap gradually 
flattens and may even become depressed. Its 

Found under aspens from June to October, this 
mushroom with its dark orange-red hemi-
spherical cap, which may be up to 15 cm wide, 
is becoming increasingly rare. Its white scaly 
stem (between 8 and 20 cm long) gradually 

This mushroom is particularly at home at the 
base of coniferous or deciduous trees, such as 
apple trees, where its pale straw to rust-yellow 
convex-shaped cap (which may flatten out and 
become uneven) can be found between Sep-
tember and November. It has a dense covering 
of reddish-brown scales (hence its Latin name) 

It was on 1 July 1845 that the «Basle Dove», one of 
the world's most famous stamps, was issued. To corn-
memorate its 150th anniversary «BASLER TAUBE 95», 
a national philatelic exhibition with European partici-
pation, will be held in Basle from 17 to 25 June 1995. 
To publicize this major philatelic event in advance, the 
standard Swiss PTT postcard will be temporarily re-
placed by a special issue to be sold from 28 Novem-
ber 1994 until stocks are exhausted. 

Its stamp will feature a modified version of the «BAS-
LER TAUBE 95» logo used in other publicity for the 
exhibition. It was designed by the advertising agency 
of Zepf & Zepf in Reussbi hl. The card will be white 
instead of the usual buff colour. 
The «BASLER TAUBE 95» postcard can be ordered by 
telepone or post from the PTT Philatelic Office, mint 
or cancelled, with first-day postmark 28.11.1994. It 
will be sent automatically to postal stationery sub-
scribers. 

28.11.1994 

trees extract little moisture from the soil, thus 
providing other plants — such as mushrooms — 
with a habitat. However; as the trees grow, their 
shadows lengthen, thicker layers of leaves and 
needles carpet the ground and new species 
of mushrooms replace the old ones. Under-
growth develops as a result of seeding and 
causes some mushrooms to die off, letting 
others take their place. 

You may be wondering what happens with the 
proceeds from the sale of this issue. Ten per-
cent of the premium on stamps sold by the PTT 
is earmarked for national child, youth and fam-
ily welfare work. The remainder enables the Pro 
Juventute Foundation to promote and support 
numerous projects for children, young people 
and their families, ranging from direct assis-
tance benefiting individuals and families to 
socio-political awareness-raising campaigns. 

under the cap. Its stem shades from lilac into 
whitish lilac and is between 5 and 7 cm long, 
with a downy apex, but otherwise smooth or 
ridged. Its base is surrounded by lilac-brown or 
violet spores. The violet to whitish lilac edible 
flesh is tender and soft and has a perfumed to 
radish-like flavour. 

turns from orange-red to reddish-brown. The 
whitish or yellowish-grey tubes are com-
pressed round the stem and in older mush-
rooms protrude from under the cap cuticle. The 
edible flesh first turns lilac and then black. 

and a ragged edge. Its waxy-yellow gills are 
tightly crowded under the cap, while its stem 
(5 to 10 cm long) has a smooth white apical 
ring, but later becomes scaly. The white to yel-
lowish-white flesh with its rad ishy flavour is not 
really recommended for eating. 

Printing 

Offset 

Size: 
Card 148 x 105 mm 
Stamp 
41,8 x 33 mm 

Paper: 
White cardboard 

The artist himself chose candles for a Christ- 	enhancing the visual appeal of Advent wreths, 
mas stamp matching the set. With their warm, 	Christmas trees or decorated fir branches. 
pleasant light they create a festive atmosphere, 

60+30 c. Wood Blewit (Lepista nuda) 

delicate lilac-tinged gills are closely grouped 

80+40 c. Red Boletus (Leccinum aurantiacum) 

100+50 c. Shaggy Pholiota (Pholiota squarrosa) 

New postcard to promote «BASLER TAUBE 95» 

Philatelie 
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NORTHERN GROUP - Mail from Switzerland to the UK during the Second  

World War was the subject of the display given by Mr D Ripley to  

Northern Group members in Leeds on October the 1st.  
He began by saying that his studies on this most interesting subject  

began following the purchase of a large collection of covers which had  

mostly been sent to the same firm during the early years of the war.  

He described the many problems encountered by the postal service  

during the war years in getting mail through to the UK and how these  

were overcome. His talk covered postal rates from 1939 to the end of  
the war, and the airmail services which operated. He displayed a large  

collection of covers showing postal rates, censor marks, express mail,  
and Red Cross mail and concluded with some beautiful photographs of  

planes which were in service during the war years.  
A most interesting and informative afternoon which was greatly  

enjoyed by members. 	 R A H  

The LONDON meeting of the 12th October saw 13 members with 2 visitors being  

highly entertained and informed with a hugely diverse selection of items somehow  

associated with the letter I. From the seven members who had brought displays of  

varying size, Eric Leinhard and Fred Pickard started the show with a variety of  

material including fiscals from Interlaken, Infantry soldier stamps, internal and  

international money orders and covers showing inland postal rates. Of particular  

interest were, an example of the inverted background to the 20ct value of the 1933 PJ  

issue and the International Offices (League of Nations) overprints contrasted with  

their staid replacements. A second display provided cancellations from railway  

stations whose name began with I, and, from Derek Slate, mail from internment  

camps including stationery specifically produced for this use. Bob Johnson showed  

franchise stamps from Institutions and explained the differences in numbering on the  

1911 and 1926 versions. Claude Mistely produced a third display of over 21 different  

I topics - from Icarus to isobars, from information labels to INABA, from instruments  

to the indominatable Swiss themselves and many others - with stamps, covers and  

maximum cards. But for many of those present the highlight of the evening was the  

display of correspondence to Islers of Wohlen that Mavis Bidmead provided.  

Assembled by individual purchases over a period of years in this country and from  

abroad the items spanned the years 1810 -1850. The international contact of the firm  

was well demonstrated by over fifty items, all described with details of their route  

marks and postal rate markings - a splendid display which deserved greater time for  

study and discussion. Geoff Hubbard gave the vote of thanks. 	 J A C  

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EU ROSTAMPS  Tel: 071.794 8078  

 

P.O. BOX 940  
LONDON 
NW6 2JP  

 

Access  

L  1^ 

 

I shall be at the following Fairs this month:- 19 Nov. Harrow,  
20 Nov. Milton Keynes, 26 Nov. Basingstoke, 27 Nov. Tonbridge,  
3 Dec. Oxford. I always have a good stock to suit most pockets,  
stamps are u/m as well as m/m and good to fine used. Covers,  
Postal History,Stationery (Official and Private) also available.  
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Did you know? 	 M Rutherfoord 

- that the GABRA III in Burgdorf was a great success. Several HPS 
members were to be seen; Alma Lee and Fred Pickard exhibited. Gener- 
ally more attention was being paid to the exhibits than is normally 
the case. The catalogue contained articles of permanent value, in 
fact all three. 
- that Zumstein produced their supplement to the 'Ganzsachen' cata-
logue containing price corrections and additions, 39 pages, in German, 
for SFr.20-. 
- that as No. 1 the 'Ganzsachen-Sammler-Vereins SGSV' produced a book-
let on the National Exhibition of 1914,  by Georges Schild and Hansjörg 
Fankhauser (who also had the material on show), 75 pages, in German, 
for SFr.15-.  I doubt if anyone realised that so many postcards and 
other printed items had been issued during the exhibition. 
- that another book was issued by the SGSV at the GABRA, but without 
a number, A4, in French, covering all riscals issued in Switzerland. 
Very well laid out; SFr.50-. 
- that just before, the'Schw. Vereinigung ff.ir Postgeschichte' (used 
to be 'Schw. Spezial Sammlerverein') published a bound 80 page book 
on 'Eidgenössische Fahrpost' or Federal Packet Post, by Emil Ruegg, 
and deals specifically with the routes over the Alps in Graubunden up 
to 1907. All illustrations in colour, in German, for SFr.60-. Not a 
book for beginners. 
- that Dr Thomas Keller has just published a most interesting and 
comprehensive book, in German, on the 'Ship post on the Lake of Zurich 
in the 19th century'. All the details one can wish for, extensive 
illustrations, mostly in colour, tables, plans, letters and cancel- 
lations, hard cover, nearly A4, 248 pages for SFr.165-. Rather dear. 
- that as was to be expected the PTT has received, and more to come, 
piles of letters complaining about the new AIDS stamp. Some people 
really don't have anything else to do. 
- that the PTT Museum now has the special exhibit on Scouting by 
Walter Grob of Lutry, which covers the first 50 years, and which has 
received Gold plus awards at a number of exhibitions. In four show-
cases are also scouting memorabilia, many unique. This show lasts 
until 26th February 1995. Well worth a visit if this interests you. 
- that the firm of ATM Seitz in Luzern has found out that the PTT has 
extended their SFS service in that receipts can now be printed out on 
request. The first seems to have been in Luzern on 17th September 1994. 
More than 1000 are planned, beginning in the Postal Regions of Luzern 
and Lausanne. Payment can be made by 'Postcard', i.e., deducted auto-
matically from one's account. This is useful for firms which bring a 
number of parcels or airmail letters to the counter, and require a 
collective receipt. At the moment this must be added up manually by 
the counter clerk. 
- that Zumstein have just issued a useful A5 
booklet on their complete range of services, 
devices, etc. A new design and attractive layout. 
Just in time for Christmas, 64 pages in German 
and free, much of interest, including a list of 
books in stock. 	On the right is an example of one 	POSTCARD 	45073106 

of the new PTT receipts which can 	TOTAL 	FR. 0.80 

be printed out on request. 	 17.09.94 	15.49 
(Shawn here reduced in size. 
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NEW DISCOVERY OF BuNDESFEIER CARD  

The latest issue of Postgeschichte shows  
a new find - card No. 3 of 1912 over-
printed with a birth announcement for a  
boy who arrived, appropriately, on the  
1st August - Swiss National Day.  

Call to all  
collectors.  

A new edition  
of the First  
Date and  
Special  
Catalogue is  
to be published  
shortly. Please  
check your items  
to see if you  
can help with  
this task of  
recording the  
earliest dates  
of use of all  
stamps and cards  

Now available - the NEW 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN-CATALOGUE 1995  
in full colour, 528 pages. Complete with all stamps issued to the 
end of this year. Introduction in German and French. "The 
philatelic reference book for young and old". 	SFR. 22.--  

Still in great demand 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE-CATALOGUE, Vol. 1 (A - I) 1993 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT-issues and adress-list 
of A.1.E.P.-members. English introduction. SFR . 52.50  

ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE-CATALOGUE, 
Vol. 3, 1992.AII countries of former eastern Europe, 
adress-list of A.I.E.P.-members 	 SFR. 56.-  

The postage is not included in these prices. Printed matter, registered 
Switzerland/FL-catalogue 	 SFR. 6.80 
Europe-catalogue, one volume 	 SFR. 12.10 

A new ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE-CATALOGUE (2 Volumes) 1995 will come out at the 
beginning of 1995. 
For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our agent 
in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, Strand, London 
WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN, please use our postal account (Girobank) Berne 30-334-
for pre-payments, thank you. 
ZUMSTEIN & CIE., Propr. Hertsch & Co., P.O.Box, CH-3001 Berne 7, Switzerland 
Phone No. 010 41 31 312 00 55 	 Fax No. 010 41 31 312 23 26 

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain  
P c r +oA 1,ir T PM 	 (Chichester' Ltd__ Chi nhester GB  
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DECEMBER 1 9 9 4 	 48th year 

MINUTES of the FORTY - EIGHTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the HELVETIA 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY held at 6.45 p.m. on WEDNESDAY 9th NOVEMBER 1994 at the 
Victory Services Club, Seymour Street, London, with 18 members present and 2 visitors. 

The meeting was chaired by Mr. G. Hubbard, the Vice - Chairman. 

1. Apologies for absence were received from Peter Hobbs, Claude Mistely, R.A. Hoyle, Mr & 
Mrs Dawson, and M.J.Kuriger 

2. The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 10th November 
1993 and published in the 'Helvetia Newsletter' dated December 1993 were taken as read. 
Their adoption was proposed by Mr F Pickard, seconded by Mr D. Houtris and carried 
unanimously. 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

3. The Chairman's Address was read out by the Vice - Chairman. 
I do apologise for not being with you this evening, due to an 
unexpected temporary displacement abroad. 

I am delighted to report another good year for the Society. 
The programmes in London and the regions went well with 
reasonable attendances. I was very pleased to have been able to 
go to one of the Northern Group meetings where I received a very 
warm welcome. We had another successful seminar at Chippenham, 
again very ably organised by Wendy Lamble. I am very grateful 
for the backing of all our hard working Officers and other members 
of the Committecwithout whom the Society would not be able to 
function. I extend my most sincere thanks to them. Long may we 
continue to have such dedicated people serving us! 

Your Committee has agreed that the Society should participate in 
Midpex 1995, the combined specialist societies' event that I 
mentioned at last year's AGM. A Midlands member, Mr Bryan Proctor 
has very kindly offered to provide the necessary on the spot 
co-ordination for the Society and we are very grateful to him. 
Midpex 1995 is being held on Saturday 10th June 1995 between 
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. at the Midlands Sports Centre for the Disabled, 
Tile Hill, Coventry, Warwickshire. I hope that there will be a 
good attendance from our members. 

*mTST InuTT. snn NEWSL 148th year lNo .12 1pp 89-96 London Dec.1994IISSN 0951-0001 
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I am concerned that we have not yet been able to devise a 
suitable way of honouring our prominent deceased members after 
the proposal for a Roll of Honour was rejected last year. 
I believe it is important that past services should not be forgotterr. 
and I would welcome any suggestions from members. 

You will have noted that this is our 48th AGM. The Society will 
be celebrating its 50th Anniversary in 1.995 and your Committee 
will be considering how the Society should commemorate this mile-
stone. We will keep you informed of developments. 

Lasibut not least, my wholehearted thanks to you, the members, 
for your support that enables our Society to continue to flourish 
and go from strength to strength. 

4. The Hon. Secretary's Report was read out by the Vice - Chairman. 

You will, as usual, appreciate that it is difficult for me to report 
on the Society as a whole as I am not able to attend the London 
meetings and, therefore, am not in touch with much that is going on. 
I am, however, still happy to act as the 'collecting and distribution ' 

point for mail, new members etc. if that is still your wish. 
As far as the Northern Group is concerned I can report .r_other en-

joyable year with an average attendance of eleven. The highlight of 
the year was the visit of the Chairman, Lr C P Tistely, in i_arch. It 
is also worth recording the award of the Rauch Trophy to ,_r D Cairns 
for his series of articles about Swissair. 

Please extend my best wishes to all members with thanks for their 
support and work for the Society over the year. 
5. The Hon. Treasurer's Report was read out by the Vice - Chairman. Copies of the accounts 

were circulated to members at the meeting. It was noted that they still had to be audited. 
The Treasurer would initially apologise for not being able to attend 
the AGM this year, but during the last 3 months has been overseas for 
a considerable part of the time. Whilst I can assure you that the 
Society's finances are in good hands, it has meant that the preparation 
of the year-end accounts have not been audited to date. This will, how-
ever, be completed subject to the auditor within the next 2 weeks. 

The Treasurer reports that for the financial year to 31st August 1994 
there was an excess of expenditure over income amounting to £178.74. 

There have been 27 new members to the Society, and the overall mem-
bership has increased by five. The increase in subscriptions has meant 
that the main income of the Society has risen by nearly £400 last year , 

but expenditure has also risen more than expected. 
From the Income and Expenditure account the joining of the Association 

of British Philatelic Society, the overall cost of the Newsletter, and 
rent of rooms have more than contributed to the deficit. In particular 
for the Newsletter the postal increases last year meant an initial 
large increase in the postage costs for the overseas mailing. By the 
kindness of Col. LaBlonde this cost has been mitigated for most of 
the financial year and the current postage costs are close to those in 
1992/93. There has been a drop in advertising income and this has been 
reflected in the increased cost of the Newsletter. 

Coming to the next year, 1994 - 1995, I believe the Society can 
continue financially without an increase in subscriptions for this year , 

though there is likely to be a loss on the year. Members can help by 
purchasing from the exchange packet, and if there are those who would 
like to advertise in the Newsletter, or know of others who may be 
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I would, therefore, recommend the adoption of this report and the 
accounts, subject to them being audited and any comments being included 
in the final issue that will be forwarded to all members. 

With expenditure in excess of income it was suggested that Herr Werner Gattiker from Leo 
Baresch Limited be approached with a view to advertising in the Newsletter: members 
approved. Mr Hubbard commented that he was pleased that the Hon. Treasurer had not P  
proposed an increase in sub iptions. Some discussion arose concerning the item 'Subscritions 
to Philatelic Journals' and w at and where these Journals were. The answers were: SBZ and 
BBZ in the hands of the librarian. The circulation of these journals using a postal list was 
proposed by Mrs M. Bidmead and seconded by Mr R.S. Johnson, but a preliminary notice in 
the Newsletter to gauge interest was needed, together with some idea of postage costs to 
members on the list. 

6. The Hon. Packet Secretary presented his report. 
1993/1994 

204 Booklets were submitted , 38% more than 1992/93. The total value was £12003.30 

36% more than 1992/93. 

Sales amounted to £5064.10 42.18% of the total value. This is very similar to the last 

14 years average of 43.05%. 

28 Packets were circulated. 

One packet was lost (£416.70 Gross) and one packet returned to the owner was lost 
but the insurance company was not approached as the Post Office has paid the difference 
between sales and actual value (£7.82). As this balances out and has only just been finalised 
it does not appear in the accounts. 

TSB interest has gone down 77% and donations for the lost packet amounted to £14 
(we did not receive any donation from the most expensive booklet, although the owner 
received 100% of sales ! )The society has to pay £25 excess insurance for every lost packet. 

1994/1995 

So far this year, 157 Booklets have been received, with a value of £10630.53. This is an 
increase on the same period last year of £1216. 

Sales are ahead of last year. 

There are now 144 members on the circulation list, which is exactly the same as last year 
(several deletions and additions! ) 

One packet was lost at the beginning of the circuit (value lost £533.99 gross) and I have 
just received a letter from the Post Office with the paperwork ( still wet and no stamps ) 
for packet A that "was recovered from a river following the unfortunate incident of a hijack of 
a Royal Mail Van on 24 October 1994." The value lost for this packet is £553.73 gross. 

More booklets are urgently needed before Christmas, please. 



Page 9 2 
	

HELVETIA NE7SLETTER 
	

December 1994 

There was some discussion about the loss of packets, the insurer's responsibility and the 
amount of compensation available from the Post Office. Members were assured that the 
matter was being dealt with by the insurers. The Hon. Packet Secretary displayed the remains 
of one packet that had been salvaged from a river after a mail van hijack. Members declined to 
smell the contents! Mr E Leinhard congratulated the Packet Secretary on his efforts for the 
Society and this was unanimously endorsed. 

7. Election of Officers and Committee for 1994/95. No new nominations had been received 
and with the existing members willing to stand again the following were elected en bloc: 

Chairman: Mr C.P. Mistely Press Officer & BPS Rep. Mr F. Pickard 
Vice - Chairman: Mr G. Hubbard Committee: 
Hon. Secretary: Mr R.A. Hoyle London: Mr D. Houtris 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr M.J. Kuriger Mr R.S. Johnson 
Hon. Packet Secretary: Mr D.M. Slate Northern: Mr R.A. Hoyle 
Newsletter Editor: Mr P. Hobbs Mr D. Cairns 
Librarian: Mr R. Hafner West: Mrs W. Lamble 

8. Motions and Resolutions: There were none. 

9. Any other business. The Vice - Chairman announced the election of a new honorary 
member, Mrs M. Bidmead for her services to the Society over the years. The good lady 
expressed herself as being possibly unladylike but nevertheless 'gob-smacked'. This 
election by the Committee was greeting with considerable approval by the members 
present. Mrs A. Lee, our President, thanked all who had made the Society the success that 
it is, and with no other business the meeting closed at 7.15 p.m. 

The LONDON MEETING of the 9th November provided not just the AGM but also an 
opportunity for an auction of Swiss and philatelic items surplus to members requirements. 
Geoff Hubbard took the role of the auctioneer thus making the evening a complete Geoff 
Hubbard performance with him having run the AGM and presented various reports in the 
absence of their authors. An extraordinary range of over 50 lots was available from packets of 
storage envelopes, collections of postmarks, collections of advertising labels(vignettes), strips 
of téte-béche stamps from the 1936 definitive series, full sheets of commemorative stamps, to a 
miscellany of covers with rare FRAMA labels, travelling post office cancellations, Ticino ovals, 
and many others. Although for a number of items bidding could not be described as being 
particularly brisk despite the efforts of the autione:er a great deal of fun and enjoyment was 
had. Prices for items with no reserve were generally ridiculously low and if you were not 
present you missed some splendid bargains. Surprisingly some items did not provide a 
bidder, with for example, Pro Juventute material including the French and German language 
early booklets remaining unsold, and one member still looking for new owners for two covers 
with Ticino ovals. 	 JAC 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EU ROSTAMPS Tel: 071 -794 8078 

P.O. BOX 940 
LONDON 
NW6 2JP 

Meet me at five more good Fairs this month:- 	4 Dec. Hatfield, 
10 Dec. Surbiton, 11 Dec. Wokingham, 17 Dec. Thatcham, 18 Dec. 
Sevenoaks. Please send me your requirements before the Christmas 
rush begins and finally, MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL MY SUPPORTERS 
AND FRIENDS AND A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. 
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REPLIES TO QUERIES - Bob Johnson reports the following in response to 
Queries he has posed in the Newsletter and elsewhere: 
1. Newsletter July 1994, page 49 - Telegraph cancel on a publicity 
stamp. Mrs Mavis Bidmead that the Telegraph cancel might have some-
thing to do with Pneumatic mail but Bernard Lucas, who wrote the 
article on this subject in the Newsletter of June 1993 indicated that 
the 40c stamp paid the rate for the Poste Reatante fee, further that 
the Telegraph cancel happened to be nearest at hand as the Telegraph 
and Poste Restante shared the same counter. 
2. Newsletter April 1994, page 30 and June 1994, age 43 - the use of 
'SFF' instead of 'PFS' in Ticino Railway cancels; also 'OFF' on a 
Cadenazzo Railway cancel. A reader of the S'TT journal states in issue 
7/94 that the designation 'SFF' was introduced between 1906 and 1908 
and lasted until 1946 (despite a regulation by the S33 that the ab-
breviation should be changed to 'FSS' from 23.6.44). He has seen 
Chiasso, Capolago, Castione, Biasca and Lugano with 'SFF'. HaS _ NY 
OTHER READER seen any other Ticino Railway Station cancel with 'SFF' or 
any with ' CFF' apart from Cadenazzo. He also quotes Biasca, Oastione, 
Capolago and Locarno with 'SBB': has anyone seen other Ticino places 
with 'SBB' in a Railway Station cancel? 
3. At the London meeting of the Society on 12th October this year Rob 
asked who had used the number '80' on a Franchise stamp issued to an 
Institution as he could not find this number in the list printed in 
the BBZ giving the names of users. Fred Pickard sent him an extract 
from 'Tell' which Quotes this number (as well as 580 & 580) as being 
allotted by the PTT to sheets sold to collectors. 

Bob Johnson would be interested in obtaining any covers used by 
Institutions in the Ticino - offers via the Editor please. 

H.L.KATCHER 

AND THE STAFF OF THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD 

TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY OF WISHING ALL 

HELVETIA MEMBERS 

A JOYOUS FESTIVE SEASON AND A HEALTHY AND 

PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. 
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NORTHERN GROUP meeting of 5th November 1994 - Chairman's Display. 
The Northern Group were delighted to welcome Mrs V Davis to her first 
meeting following a stay in hospital, and she entertained members with 
a varied display of stamps, covers, cards and cancellations. 
She began with a cover of 1743 from Geneva to London and followed 

with other postal history items, some attractive early postcards, 1900 
UPU, military mail, steamer cancellations and a selection of stamps 
and covers from the 1920s and 1930s. 

The second part of her display was devoted to airmails and she de- 
scribed the development of the airmail service in Switzerland and 
displayed a large selection of flight covers, postcards, stamps and 
photographs. 	 R A H 

American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

As happened last year, the Society is able to collect subcriptions for membership of 
the American Helvetia Philatelic Society. This Society issues a bi-monthly 
publication and will allow you be in contact with more Swiss collectors. 

Membership for this year for British members is £20.00 and to take advantage of 
this, subscriptions can be sent to our Treasurer, whose address is at the top of the 
Newsletter. 

SWISS SOLDIER STAMPS 
WORLD WAR II 

I AM IN THE PROCESS OF SPLITTING UP A 14 VOLUME 
SPECIALIZED COLLECTION 

INCLUDING IMPERFS. MINIATURE SHEETS 
PROOFS ETC. AND MANY UP ITEMS 

SOME COVERS ALSO AVAILABLE 

WANTS LISTS WELCOME 

IAN GILCHRIST, IG STAMPS 
P.O. BOX 15, HARROGATE, NORTH YORKSHIRE SL1 1JB 

TEL. 01423 523152 FAX 01 423 564210 
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Did you know? 
	

11 Rutherfoord  

- that looking for something else on one of the glass frames in the  
PTT Museum in Bern, I suddenly saw a nice-looking Razor .lade cancel, 
'Luzern 1.JII.02-.11', a week earlier than so far noted, I found on 
coming home; Guinand No.8.02. 
- that next year the PIT rates go up again, due to rising costs and 
to move more letters into the 'A' stream. The '3' letters, larger than 
B5 and for quantities of more than 3000, go up by 3c. Foreign 'A'  

remains the same, but 'B' letters above 20g go up, and registration 
up from Pr.2.50 to 3.- (still cheaper than the FR.3.20 for inland 
letters). 
- that I forgot to mention the name of the author of the book on fiscal 
stanps in French last month; it is Denis Gainon. Our member Gene Kelly 
is not very happy about the accuracy and completeness and you can ask 
for a copy of his review direct from him. 
- that postal mechanisation is proceeding apace. Geneva has 5ust put 
two new.EG ILV sorting machines into operation, and Easel has replaced 
it's 10-year old facing and cancellation machine with the same type 
of Japanese machine as used in Zurich. The PIT no longer will give a 
good rebate to those firms sorting their bulk mail as the PIT can now 
do it cheaper themselves, right down to the the post;,^an's walk for all 
major centres. 
- that a new 120-page book in German 'Kit Dampf and Gloria' deals with 
66 Swiss lake stesmers in great detail, a good buy for enthusiasts at 
a price of SPr.49.80.  
- that since the PIT postcards went up to 60c they have not been sold. 
in glued booklets (the last was four of 50c for Fr.2.- from vending 
machines). Now there are no more coin machines, but the PIT sell over 
the counter ten cards in an envelope for Fr.6.-. 
- that a new printing of the 'A' post blue label has been made on 8.93, 
the 5th it seems. The printing is poor, the white A is speckled with 
'fly spots', but I have not tried plating them: See figure below. 
- that as the Cold '.gar cools down the Swiss Army is being reduced by 
roughly a third. One of the least popular steps is the dissolving of 
the Pigeon Post Units after 77 years; 7000 birds are in service and a 
further 30 000 can be called up. It is their owners who will lose out 
when the Army stops their subsidies. 
- that another move is to reduce the number of Field POs from the 
present 28 to 22, and to call them Fieldpost Companies. Only one will 
be based in the Tessin, as before, four in the French-speaking parts, 
five before, then 17 in the German-speaking parts, 22 before. Ahead of 
the First Day at the beginning of January 1995 we can publish what 

--the new cancels will look like, and not very exciting at all. The older 
ones from before the First World War -were better. The three types are 
shown below: German with FP Kp above and French below; French with the 
texts reversed; Italian with German below. The last figure shows the 
rare old type equivalent of better appearance made some 80 years ago.  

Prioritaire  

PTT 237.07 (124 320) 8.93 10 Mo. LP  
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Now available - the NEW 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN-CATALOGUE 1995 
in full colour, 528 pages. Complete with all stamps issued to the 
end of this year. Introduction in German and French. The 
philatelic reference book for young and old'. 	SFR. 22.-- 

zurristein Still in great demand 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE-CATALOGUE, Vol. 1 (A - I) 1993 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT-issues and adress-list 
of A.I.E.P.-members. English introduction. SFR . 52.50 

ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE-CATALOGUE, 
Vol. 3, 1992.All countries of former eastern Europe, 
adress-list of A.I.E.P.-members 	 SFR. 56.-- 

The postage is not included in these prices. Printed matter, registered 
Switzerland/FL-catalogue 	 SFR. 6.80 
Europe-catalogue, one volume 	 SFR. 12.10 

A new ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE-CATALOGUE (2 Volumes) 1995 will come out at the 
beginning of 1995. 
For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our agent 
in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, Strand, London 
WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN, please use our postal account (Girobank) Berne 30-334-1 
for pre-payments, thank you. 
ZUMSTEIN & CIE., Propr. Hertsch & Co., P.O.Box, CH-3001 Berne 7, Switzerland 
Phone No. 010 41 31 312 00 55 	 Fax No. 010 41 31 312 23 26 

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
1:),;.„4,A 	RAM RpntWoribhieS (Chichester) Ltd., Chichester GB 
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