
 OTTO BAUMBERGER – SWISS POSTER ARTIST                                                       Jesse 1 dog

The 4th International Flight Meeting was held in Zurich between 23rd July and 1st August 1937. The 
October 1998 HPS Newsletter Pages 74/76 is an article giving details of the mobile post office 
used, the special flight to Sion, the general mail arrangements and the cancellations. Of course a 
major event like this was publicised through the post with a slogan cancellation applied by the 
Zurich office (see illustration on Page 18).

Publicity on mail was all very well in advertising the event away from Zurich. Something more local 
was needed and a poster was produced by Otto Baumberger. Swiss, born in Alstetten in 1889, 
Baumberger  can best  be described as a 'poster  designer'.  After  a 3-year  apprenticeship as a 
lithographer with Emil Winter in Zurich, local grants took him studying in Munich and Paris, where 
in 1913 he became a free lance graphic designer. Returning to Zurich in 1916 he began teaching 
at the Arts an Crafts School. He had wide interests epitomised with his helping to establish the
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(Continued from previous page) Stadtheatre, Zurich. His extensive travels are reflected in his over 
200 posters produced for exhibitions, travel destinations, book illustrations and Swiss firms such as 
PKZ and Jecklin. His later work was for the Red Cross Organisation. He died in 1961 in Weiningen

His work has been said to exemplify the transition in poster design in the first  half  of  the 20th 

Century from the 'painterly artist poster towards the graphically oriented corporate design.'

Collectors of  airmail  have undoubtedly got  examples of  Baumberger's work in the form of  the 
vignette used for the Second International Flight Meeting held during 12th to 21st August 1927. 
Posters with a similar design were produced. Two examples of his poster art work are illustrated on 
Page 17.

WHEN LIECHTENSTEIN MIGHT HAVE REVERTED TO USING SWISS STAMPS ?

An article in the American 'Philatelic Literature Review' (4th Quarter 2008 Page 326) by Douglas 
B.Quine  sets  out  some  of  the  philatelic  pursuits  of  the  renowned  American  philosopher  and 
mathematician  Willard Van Orman Quine (1908 – 2000)  He ran his  own stamp business,  the 
'Orchard Stamp Company',  and established a house journal,  'O.K. Stamp News',  in 1924. The 
article quotes one of the more interesting items in that publication entitled 'Liechtenstein Leaves 
Philately' – an event that the author evidently expected but never actually took place. The item in 
the December 1924 issue read :

“The little Principality of Liechtenstein, high up in the Tyrol Alps, the third smallest independent 
state in the world but a highly efficient producer of postage stamps, has decided to use Swiss 
stamps. Although the country is self-governing,  its post office has been in the management of 
Switzerland since 1921.  However  the  little  state  continued to  issue its  own stamps up to the 
present time. It is reported that the remaining supply of Liechtenstein stamps, numbering about 
nine million has been destroyed. This should make the 1921 – 1924 issues well worth having, as 
these stamps were never over-abundant. The common Liechtenstein stamps today flooding the 
market were issued in 1920, and straightaway sold to a syndicate at less than face value. These 
labels, of course, will not be affected by the supersedure of  Liechtenstein's postal issues.”

Was there any substance behind this rumour ?  Did the Liechtenstein authorities make a decision 
and then change their  mind ? Were all  those stamps really  destroyed ? Perhaps one of  our 
knowledgeable HPS members can enlighten us ? (Editor)

CONGRATULATIONS TO HANS ERNI

It was wonderful to see that Hans Erni is still designing stamps for the Swiss postal authority at the 
age of 100 (ref'. 'Focus on Stamps' 1/2009 page 8).This internationally acclaimed artist and graphic 
designer  has  produced  many  beautiful  stamps.  Particularly  interesting  are  his  Liechtenstein 
commemoratives for the Munich Olympics, Sapporo Winter Olympics and the Principality's 250th 
Anniversary and the '93 Peace miniature sheets and the '72 Human Environment FDC for the UN. 



March 2009       HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER       Page 19

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWS

THE SOCIETY'S ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING 2009

Have you registered to attend this event which will take place on the weekend of the 28th and 29th 

March 2009 in Chester? Full details were sent to Members with the January Newsletter, including a 
booking form. If you intend to come, just fill in your details and send it to the Treasurer, Norton 
Wragg, with your cheque. Despite the 'recession' let us hope we achieve a record attendance.

N.B.  The Society's  Annual  General  Meeting will  take place during this  event  on Saturday 28th 

March as stated on Page 16 of the February Newsletter and not on the Sunday as suggested 
elsewhere in that edition. 

NEXT MEETINGS OF THE HPS REGIONAL GROUPS

London Group – Wednesday 11th March 2009 at 6.30.p.m. - 'Military Issues'.

Northern Group – Saturday 7th March 2009 at 2.00.p.m. 'Commemoratives (stamps, postcards and 
postmarks)' – All Members.

Southern (Wessex) Group – Saturday 6th June 2009  'Jura Region Postal History' – Neville Nelder.

For further details on the regional groups, including the usual venues of the meetings, see the HPS 
Newsletter for January 2009.

For those seeking greater honours or simply wishing to see the 'best of the best' put a note in your 
diary for the World Stamp Exhibitions in Luoyang, Henan Province in China from 10 th - 16th April 
2009 and in London from 8th - 15th May 2010. Luoyang is a modern city with a long cultural 
heritage. The Exhibition will coincide with the reputedly spectacular Luoyang Peony Festival

LAST MONTH'S NEWSLETTER

The lead article 'A Rare Postal Stationery Watermark' has caused 
some questioning. It is a response to Michael Rutherfoord's article 
'A Rare Postal  Stationery Watermark ?',  note the question  mark, 
which  was  published in  the September  2006 edition  of  the  HPS 
Newsletter.  A clearer picture of the watermark or 'control mark' in 
question with dimensions o 31 x 31 mms. (ref. The Zumstein 'Der 
Ganzsachensammler' 2002 Edition Page 27)  is shown here. It can 
appear in eight different positions on covers Nos. 24 and 25 (ref. 
'Der  Ganzsachensammler').  Are  Stuart's  and  Michael's  examples 
particularly rare?     

For the record, the illustrations of cancellations at the bottom of Michael Rutherfoord's  'Did You 
Know' page were approximately 85% full size. . 

PREVIOUS NEWSLETTERS ON OFFER

Former HPS Member Maurice Newson has a complete run of the Society's Newsletters from April 
1994 to December 2008 he wishes to dispose of. He will gladly forward them to any recent new 
member at cost of postage only. Alternatively, he is prepared  to break them down  into complete 
years (1994/1995/etc.)  but not any individual monthly issues. Thankyou for your offer Maurice. 
Requests through the Editor please.  
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ARE YOU GOING TO WORPEX

on Saturday, 9th May 2009 From 10 a.m. at Oldbury Park Primary School, Oldbury Road, St John's, 
Worcester, WR2 6AA.

The premier one-day Stamp Fair organised by Worcester Philatelic and Postcard Society.
30 plus Dealers. First class homemade refreshments at reasonable prices.

Werner Gattiker of Leo Baresch Ltd. will be back this year with a sales table and will have 
most of his Swiss stock at 'Worpex.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
REPORT OF THE JANUARY MEETING OF THE NORTHERN GROUP

David  Hope writes : The Chairman's Presentation was the subject of the January meeting. Norton 
Wragg  gave a fine display of Charity issues used on cover covering the period 1936 to 1960. 
Norton began with the Pro Patria issues and here he included the 1936 National Defence Fund 
showing the miniature sheet  correctly used on a cover to Germany. Many values were shown 
used  singly to pay printed matter, local letter and national letter rates. The wartime period included 
items censored in Spain and India while two registered covers to Germany (1941) and Holland 
(1943) had two pairs of the issued stamps to correctly pay the postage. A number of covers were 
cancelled with mobile post office postmarks while others showed correct nachnahme usage. The 
1951 issue was shown on two covers posted at Campione d'Italia with the stamps cancelled at 
Lugano.  Finally  Norton  showed  the  1959  set  on  a  FDC  paying  the  printed  matter  rate  plus 
registration and express. 

In the second part Norton showed the Pro Juventute issue. Again he showed the correct postal use 
of a miniature sheet, that of 1937. Among the variety  of items shown was a 1936  parcel label, a 
5c. printed matter rate to Buenos Aires (1938), the 1941 set on a registered cover to Slovakia and 
three values of the 1949 set used on a nachnahme cover. Norton also showed a range of small 
envelopes rated 5c. or 10c. used to send New Year greetings.  Finally he showed the 1960 set of 
four on a cover to the USA paying the basic foreign letter rate plus airmail fee to 15g. Norton was 
thanked for a fine display which had taken a lot of searching out to find the stamps correctly used 
on cover with clear postmarks.
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SWISS STAMP DESIGN - GOOD OR BAD ?                                         MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD

Probably we all have the general view of the design quality of Swiss stamps as mainly 'Very Good' 
with only a minority of stamps considered 'Poor'. An attractive stamp is very difficult to achieve. The 
majority  of  artists  abhor  the  systems  of  restrictions  :  small  size,  colours,  subject,  printing, 
mandatory legibility of country name and value, the long process of trials, evaluations, selections, 
etc. and therefore don't try.

Exhibitions of non-accepted designs reveal the range of solutions, and usually show clearly that 
the winner  was the best.  The sales  figures however  do indicate  that  certain stamps are best 
sellers, but it would be clearer if we were told how fast they were sold out.

The 'new' stamps have always fascinated newspaper editors, usually triggered off by the inevitable 
letter from the public. The most remarkable case known to all older Swiss collectors was the mass 
hysteria just over 100 years ago, when the new 'Tell Boy' stamps (Z101 – 103) appeared to replace 
the 25 year 'Cross and Numeral' low-value stamps in November 1907. In the PTT Archive in Bern I 
came across the very thick dossier of related newspaper articles from the period containing the 
whole range of defamatory remarks. I can't remember seeing one of acceptance, if anyone had 
dared. The result was the new design of 1909 (Z117) which found acceptance and was in print until 
1933, again almost 25 years later.

The next incidence of public disapproval was in 1923 when seven Air stamps were issued in three 
different designs by Karl Bickel, with the 35c and 40c '”Pilot” stamps (ZF6 and ZF7)  the centre of a 
wave of criticism, which seems unjustified to us today. These two were replaced by the “Winged 
Letter” stamps (ZF14 and ZF15) after a long wait of nearly six years, in 1929.
In my memory, the next major affair was in 1993 when the PTT issued three stamps (Z842 – 844) 
to  celebrate 150 years of  Swiss stamps,  which were not  accepted by the older generation of 
dedicated collectors and rightly so. There were others of poor design – the 20c 'Civil Defence' 
stamp of  1957 (Z330) and then the catastrophic four higher values in the 1987 set  of  five PJ 
stamps (J303 – 306). In 1965 and 1966 there were the excellent ten 'Indigenous Animals' by Hans 
Erni (J210 – 214 and J215 – 219), followed in 1967 by four not-so-good designs (J220 – 223) for 
the same series by C. Piatti well known for his large and famous posters.

In 1986 the PTT concentrated all their stamp printing on their fourth Goebel combination machine 
(SSR4). The first pair (of stamps to be printed on this machine, designed by Hans Erni, was not 
liked by the PO counter staff as it was not easy to distinguish between the 50c and the 90c values 
(Z725 and 726).  The second printing was for  the twelve fine 'Mail  Transport'  definitive stamps 
(K731 – 742) which were suddenly replaced by the seven 'Animals' in 1990, designed by C. Piatti 
(Z789 – 795). At least they were better than the four PJ stamps by him in 1967 (Z220 – 223), but 
why were they introduced at all ? I heard at the time that a new Director of the PTT felt that he 
would like a new set above his name. I agree with Bob Medland (ref. HPS Newsletter December 
2008 Page 91).

Without counting the exact number of Swiss stamp designs, I feel that 99% have been successful. 
However the 1999 UPU stamp pair (Z977 and 978) was inventive, but cast a long shadow into the 
future. I will let others make their judgements on the Swiss stamps of the 21st Century.
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DID YOU KNOW                                                                                     MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD

THAT the SP  published that it intends to  raise the rates for letters to foreign countries and for 
inland parcels. And now something new. For those with a WebStamp licence to print their own 
stamps, either direct onto the cover or onto a stick-on address label, would be allowed a discount if 
they handed in parcels with such a label. At the moment the SP  hardly needs stamps, all franking 
can be handled  by the counter computer-cum-printer for all services to anywhere, but this new 
development takes a new step. Certainly useful  for firms with many different sized parcels.

THAT a week after the above announcement the SP revealed another ingenious  plan, 'Send Your 
Parcel CO2 Neutral'. You can pay 1c – 10c more, depending on distance, which will be used to buy 
collectively the usual type of CO2 Certificates. Payment in cash at the  counter or by your Web 
Stamp. First Day was 11th February 2009 with no warning. Thanks to Giovanni Balimann I can 
show you the 'pro clima' counter label as used on a letter – see Figure 1.

THAT Figure 2 should be recognised by older Members.  It  has now appeared in  the German 
Gärtner auction catalogue (Lot 3392) and poses some questions. However, after a bit of searching, 
I found that I had written a two-part article on it in 1984 ! See HNL or SBZ for July and August. The 
gist is that  at the NABA Zuri Exhibition two well known philatelists had shown examples that they 
had found separately (including  Figure 2) and suggested that for the first four mysterious booklets 
in the Zumstein Spez list  for 1904/5 interspace sheets of 90 stamps were made , but not one 
example was kept by the Post nor sold to collectors. Since then I have heard nothing except that in 
the Gärtner auction catalogue there is a lot (3593) consisting of two hand-written pages, in English, 
mentioning the date of 1984 and that in 1989 it had been confirmed that the first booklet panes 
used in 1904 were of the  type with interspaces. All four panes from the 5c and the 10c booklets 
are shown, with perforated margins having the control mark 11.

THAT as many Members are keen on Swiss trains I mention a new booklet “Bahnhöfe der Stadt 
Zürich” which covers all stations with many historic illustrations. A4 sized 128 pages for CHF 25- 
Did you know that there are three steep “mountain railways” in Zurich, two with two cars balanced, 
and one is 810m long. All date from the 19th century, but all have been renovated recently. And they 
never seem to stop building new stations, new lines and new tunnels, at the moment a new direct 
underground line from Zürich Main Station to Oerlikon.

THAT the preparations for the GABRA V non-competitive exhibition to be held in Bern 9 th - 11th 

October 2009 are well under way. Free entry. The sub-title is '100 Years Universal Postal Union 
Movement' as Georges Schild realised  that this has been shown on more stamps in the world than 
any other subject during the last 100 years.

                             Fig. 1                                                                        Fig. 2
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THE SUPER CON MAN                                                                                         BILL HORNADGE

This article was published in 'The Cinderella Philatelist' in July 2008 and is reproduced with the 
kind permission of the author of the article and the editor of the Journal. The material is part of Mr. 
Hornadge's memoirs which were originally published in serialised form in 'Stamp News' in April 
2003. 

Every calling has its black sheep and philately is no exception. A whole parade of characters with 
dubious ethics has passed by since the hobby of stamp collecting became a trade. Although the 
most respected members of the dealers' fraternity strongly deplore the activities of the black sheep 
in their  midst,  it  must be admitted that some of them lend a distinctive colour to an otherwise 
routine calling. 

One  such  individual  was  Bela  Sekula  (his  family  name  was  Szekula  but  he  dropped  the  'z' 
somewhere along the way) who was born  in Budapest, Hungary, on 9th February 1881 and who 
was a very considerable and controversial figure on the international stamp scene until his death 
in 1966 at the age of 85. Which tends to support the old adage that only the good die young.

He gained a  reputation for crooked dealings at an early age and when he moved to Geneva in 
1902 the American magazine Mekeel's Stamp Collector noted the transfer and commented that 
“Sekula was a notorious dealer given to blackmailing”. By 1904 he had outstayed his welcome in 
Geneva and returned to Budapest leaving behind him a trail of unpaid debts, a habit he continued 
through a long lifetime of wanderings.

World War I found him again stationed in Switzerland, this time in Lucerne where he lived for many 
years. He was a frequent visitor to London in the 1930s and made a great impression on a whole 
generation  of  cash-starved dealers by his  high living and lavish entertaining.  He managed to 
achieve this by moving frequently and not paying his bills, always leaving in his wake a tail of 
anguished creditors.

Bela Sekula dealt mainly in the dregs of philatelic merchandise - fakes, forgeries and all sorts of 
material of dubious reputation and origin. It was also widely suspected in the trade that a lot of 
what he peddled  may have fallen off the back of a truck. Nobody was able to prove that Bela was 
a fence  for stolen philatelic merchandise, but the finger of suspicion was pointed strongly in his 
direction on more than one occasion.

Bela also had the deplorable habit of cultivating newcomers to the trade, especially those in remote 
areas of the world, and of undertaking to buy from them substantial quantities of stamps, then 
ignoring all  requests of  payment when the goods were shipped to him. As he belonged to no 
philatelic trade societies – simply none would have admitted him to membership – he was able to 
thumb his nose at the established philatelic world for an incredible span of time.

My first contact with him was in 1937 when I was dabbling in stamps as a teenager, and quite 
innocent of the perils of the commercial world. At the time I was also publishing a small bi-monthly 
magazine,  'The  Australian  Stamp  Collector'.  He  must  have  read  some  reference  to  it  in  an 
overseas publication because he immediately sent me a  full page buying advertisement to be run 
on the back page of every issue until further notice at the full rate of thirty shillings a page. This 
was a really big deal – my first full-page advertiser, but when he had not paid any of the accounts I 
sent him I was forced to the conclusion that I was being conned and dropped the advertisement.

When I received his advertisement I wrote to him for his price list and in return he sent a huge 
parcel of material on approval. It frightened the wits out of me as it was priced up at seven hundred 
pounds sterling and I hadn't seen that much in the way of philatelic value in one place in my short 
life. However, even my inexperienced eye was able to discern that, despite the high price tags, this 
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(Continued from previous page) was very dubious material indeed. I parcelled it  up and sent it 
straight back to Bela by registered post. Which, no doubt, saved me endless trouble.

During World War II Bela found it impossible to conduct business by mail from Switzerland so he 
moved to New York where he stayed for many years. He never made the same splash in New York 
as he had done on the continent in the pre-war era. Perhaps this was because in New York he was 
only one shark amongst many. Doubtless he met his match at the hands of some of the tough 
cookies who operated in Nassau Street and along Broadway in that period.

There was however, one side of his many activities where he continued to lead the way, and that 
was in his extensive amatory exploits which quickly earned him the title of 'Super Stud'. American 
stamp  dealers  were  quick  to  learn  that  it  was  wise  policy  to  lock  up  their  daughters  (and 
secretaries) when Bela was in town.

Henry Harris, who operated the world's largest stamp firm of H.E.Harris & Co. of Boston, once told 
me of the problems Bela caused him on his first and only visit to the firm. Bela had an appointment 
to see Henry at 10 a.m. But he arrived early while Henry was still handling his morning mail. He 
sent a message down to the reception area asking Bela to wait a while.

A short time later, after Henry had finished his correspondence, he sent his secretary down to the 
reception area for Bela, but he was missing from the area and so was the telephone receptionist. 
Bela had taken a fancy to her and had offered her ten dollars to go off with him to his hotel nearby. 
The pair turned up an hour later and Bela was very upset when Henry (who was a bit strait laced in 
such matters) fired the girl and refused to see Bela or have any dealings with him. Bela wasn't 
concerned about the girl, but he needed some sales to get him back to New York and he appeared 
quite shocked by Henry's old fashioned attitude to business.

In his later years in New York, Bela's fortunes were often at a low ebb and he was forced to act as 
a front  man for  some of  the city's  wholesalers  to  peddle material  of  dubious quality that  they 
weren't prepared to trade in, in their own names.

I met Bela only once and that was in 1956 when he maintained a small suite of offices in a fairly 
seedy  New  York  West-side  hotel  whose  management  no  doubt  had  cause  to  regret  the 
arrangement. I visited him, not out of any expectation of being able to do any trade, but to see at 
first hand the legendary Bela Sekula.

In one sense he lived up to the legend in that his office was graced by not one, but two once 
attractive but now a little blowzy and shop-worn blondes. Bela himself was still an impressive figure 
despite his age, but there was little fire in the belly. He was anxious to get his hands on some 
Australian  dollars  but  his  merchandise  was  of  such  dubious  nature  that  no  business  was 
transacted  and  I  left.  I  hadn't  the  heart  to  remind  him  of  the  money  he  owed  from  those 
advertisements in my little magazine of the past.

Within a matter of months of that meeting Bela had slipped out of New York leaving behind him the 
usual trail of debts. He returned to his adopted country, Switzerland, and set up in business  in 
Zurich where he continued on his merry way of conning people until his death.
(To be continued in a future Newsletter – Ed.)
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