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 SWISS EXHIBITIONS                                                                                                       ERIC LIENHARD

(This is a report of the 192-sheet display presented by Eric at the Society's Annual Meeting on 29th 
March 2008. It is part of an extensive collection of material he has amassed over 50 years of collecting,  
man and boy.)

The first National Exhibitions ('Landesausstellungen') in Switzerland were held in 1883 in Zürich and in 
1896 in Geneva. Eric displayed a number of rare souvenirs of these events. From 1883 there were award 
labels and a special exhibition cancellation, unusually as an arrival at the exhibition. Items from the 1896 
Exhibition  in  Geneva  included  postcards  showing  the  layout  of  the  site  (see  illustration  above)  plus 
publicity labels and two types of exhibition cancels (Pen types 59 and 510).

The 1914 Bern Exhibition 
Eric followed these with a very comprehensive display of the various mementos connected with the third 
National Exhibition held in Bern in 1914. A wealth of Stationery, Labels and Publicity material, both official 
and private, were produced. The Exhibition lasted from 15th May until 2nd November 1914. It was originally 
intended to close on 15th October but, due to the start of World War I, a drop in visitor numbers and a 
consequent loss in income prompted the extension.

The Exhibition was intended  to show Swiss capability in industry, agriculture, trade, transport, science 
and art as well as the health and defence of the nation, the latter being  particularly significant with the 
onset of the World War..

The exhibition area of 500,000 sq. m. was located immediately adjacent to the city. It accommodated 
6,237 exhibitors  in  58 classes.  Some 3.2 million  visitors  attended the exhibition.  The PP Directorate 
provided 18 letterboxes, a post office and a printers with two machines which cancelled the majority of the 
mail. A number of 'collectables' were produced including :
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 SWISS EXHIBITIONS - ERIC LIENHARD (Continued)

Postal Stationery
The Official Postal Stationery was on sale from January 1913  to October 1914.
Inland 5c - 25.3 million issued.      Abroad  10c - 1,566,600 issued.
Exhibition Letters - 5c Green Tell Boy  type III – 34,500 sold.  10c Red Helvetia Bust  -  37,872 sold.
10c Red Tell type II – 32,763 sold.        25c blue Sitting Helvetia – 25,700 sold.
With Exhibition logo – 5c Tell Boy – 2,000 issued.  10c Helvetia – 1,000 issued.    10c Tell – 1,000 issued.
With Zumstein Logo – 5c Tell Boy/15c Tell and 5c Tell Boy/10c Helvetia.
Private Postal Stationery for use by the Exhibition organisers.

Postmarks
Five slogan flag cancels were in use well in advance of the opening of the exhibition – Bern X.12 to XI.14 
Basel III to XI.14     Lausanne XII. 13 to IX.14        St. Gallen XI.13 to XI.14             Zürich V.13 to VIII.14.
Cancels applied at the Exhibition. 2 types of circular date stamps.
The rare 'comet' cds probably used on the de Coppet patented hand cancelling machine. 
Exhibition flag cancels. Displayed Exhibition slogan cancel used on the opening day of the exhibition.

Cards and Envelopes
Official photographic view cards Nos. 1 – 79 (6 numbers not known) in brown or greenish-black. 
Official artists' cards in five different series. Other cards. 7 different types of cards in all.
20 different types of envelopes. Up to 6 different values (2c to 25c in quantities of 500 to 81,000)
Attractive art cards of some of the Exhibition buildings, Bern landmarks, costumes and industry.
Showed two photographic cards of professions and one of the derided green horses.

Publicity Vignettes /Labels (see illustrations below)
Some official and award vignettes in brown, blue and green. The designs were chosen from 25 different 
designs offered by the printer. Eric showed examples of -  8 labels from Bally shoes and 8 labels from 
Seiden Grieder silks  - all in 7 different colours. There are 112 different possibilities, though the colours 
also come in different shades.

A cousin of Eric's mother, a professional photographer, was awarded a silver medal.

A handbook published through the SGSV (Swiss Postal Stationery Society) describes and lists a wealth of 
items and information for the 1914 Exhibition.

The 1939 'Landi' Exhibition in Z  ü  rich   

Eric attended this exhibition as a young schoolboy. He enjoyed trips on the 'Schiffli Bahn', a canal boat 
ride  through the Exhibition and sought the community flag for his boyhood home of Degersheim amongst 
the hundreds of flags on the 'Flag Walk'.

The Exhibition took 30 months from planning to completion. 49,572 visitors attended on the opening day, 
6th May 1939.  In all it attracted 10,506,735 visitors of whom 1,770,140 enjoyed the  boat canal trips and 
826,738 the cable car trips across the lake. Whilst all this was going on, General Guisan was sworn in as 
the Commander of the Swiss Army on 30th August 1939 and General Mobilisation commenced on 1st 

September 1939.
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SWISS EXHIBITIONS - ERIC LIENHARD (Continued)

Hans Erni painted a mural for the 1939 Exhibition and on the 5th March 2009 he was honoured by the 
issue of two  stamps of his design, having reached the grand old age of 100 on 21st February 2009.

Related Stamps 
Z 219 – 227 Landi publicity 1st February 1939.        Z228 – 239 Crossbow   6th May 1939.

Postmarks (according to the Pen Catalogue)
Pavillon and Doerfli  -  20.IV  to  29.X         Enge and Postbureau  -  4.V   to  29.X
Slogan 'PTT Pavillon 6 Mai bis 31 Oktober' used 6th  to 11th May is rare.

 'PTT Pavillon 6 Mai bis 29 Oktober' used 12 May to 29 Oct.
General publicity slogan – in 3 languages from 1938. 
From postal stationery catalogue - red cancel 'Wehrvorfuehrung Zürich 1939 Schweiz. Landesaustellung'
Used on 30.7.39. ; 1.8.39 and 5/6.8.39.

Lettercards
The Swiss Post issued lettercards only on the occasion of the 1939 National Exhibition. They were given 
out singly, or could be bought  for Fr. 3.60 in a chamois coloured paper envelope 175 x 222 mm. carrying 
a three language inscription. At bottom left printing details VI.39.1000. They had the same pictures (in 
dark green) on the front as the contemporary postcards. The back carried another picture showing a 
tourist attraction usually reachable by the alpine postal service. The total number of lettercards issued 
was 56,000 - Cat. No. 5  German text (43,680), No. 6  French text (6,160), No. 7 Italian text (6,160). 
There were 2 different card thicknesses – 170 gr/sq m. and 250 gr/sq. m. The date of issue was  6th May 
1939 and they were valid until 31st December 1940. Lettercards posted after this date were treated as 
unfranked and taxed. Withdrawal or exchange for other stamps did not take place.

They normally had an imprinted 20c. Red stamp, but examples without the stamp imprint were given out 
free at post offices. There are two different series, the second in two different issues :

Series 1  green/black no stamp position outline      6th May 1939
Series 2 blue/black stamp outline printed

1st issue no stamp outline 170gr/sq.m.   29th July 1939
2nd issue with stamp outline   250gr./sq.m.    29th July 19392

            
Exhibition Postcards
Two series each of 10c and 20c cards in three official languages. Letter cards and postcards are listed in 
the Zumstein Postal Stationery Catalogue. There exist, at a guess,  2 – 300 different  photographic cards 
by 3 different publishers showing various aspects of the Exhibition.

1964 Exposition Lausanne

Eric  showed the four  related stamps and special  postmarks,  official  colour postcards of  the site and 
photographs of his visit to the Exhibition.

2002 Expo Murten/Biel/Yverdon les Bains/Neuch  â  tel/Jura  

Eric showed the stamps and miniature sheets that were issued.

Other Items he displayed were from the :

 Shooting and Gymnastic Festivals                                Trade Exhibitions 
1898 Neuchâtel Federal Shooting Festival                     1901 Basel Trade Exhibition       
1901 Luzern Federal Shooting Festival                          1901 Vevey Agriculture/Fine Art/Industry exhibition
1903 Zürich Federal  Gymnastic Festival                       1903 Lausanne Festival Vaudois
1904 St. Gallen Federal Shooting Festival                     1903 Frauenfeld Agricultural Exhibition
1905 Zürich Federal Song Festival                                 1910 Lausanne Federal Agricultural Exhibition
1907 Zürich Federal Shooting Festival
1910 Bern Federal Shooting Festival
1912 Basel Federal Gymnastics Festival
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HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWS

CONTACTS FOR THE SOCIETY'S SERVICES

Are you keen to make maximum use of the Society's services ? Richard Akers, the Packet Secretary, can 
be contacted by telephone on 01604 – 863328. Derrick Slate, the Society's Librarian, can be contacted on 
01992  –  421784.  The  Email  address  of  our  Webmaster,  Fred  Hoadley,  is  webmaster@swiss-
philately.co.uk Telephone – 01403 – 711987. Details of the Secretary and the Newsletter Editor are in the 
Newsletter title block on the first page of this and all editions.

REGIONAL GROUPS

The London Group have finalised the subjects of their next three meetings as follows : Wednesday 9th 

September 2009 - “Canton Valais”  ;  Wednesday 11th November 2009 - “Swiss Main Line Railways” ; 
Wednesday 14th April 2010 - “Odds and Ends”. All Members are invited to bring items for display and 
discussion. All meetings will be held in Room B327, Macmillan House, B Block, Paddington Station (the 
entrance is alongside Platform 1) London W2.

The Northern Group – details of their first meeting of the new season will be set out in the September 
edition of the Newsletter.

The Southern Group's Autumn Meeting will take place at the Clovelly Hotel, Salisbury on Saturday 24th 

October  (10.30.am  –  4.00.pm).The  guest  speakers  will  be  Derek  and  Ruth  Dawson.  Derek  will  be 
showing items  from his collection of Swiss Hotel Post and Ruth will entertain with a display entitled '”My 
Heimat Collection”. Members are invited to bring along items relating to the Hotel Post of Switzerland for a 
display and discussion session to complete what promises to be a most enjoyable day. Teas, coffees and 
light buffet lunch will be available.

AUCTION RESULTS

Corinphila Auktionen AG have forwarded the detailed 'Lists of Prices Realised' at their various auctions 
which took place in June this year. They will be held in the Society's Library if anyone wishes to look at 
them. Corinphila report that the prices 'show the continuing strength of the Philatelic Market.' They include 
very high values for a rare 'Winterthur' cover, an unused strip of five 'Zürich 4's and a vertical 'Double 
Geneva'. Details are available on their forthcoming auctions in March 2010 in Zürich, both for potential 
buyers or sellers.

NEWS OF MEMBERS

One of our long-standing members, John Atkinson, has resigned from the Society as failing health has 
forced him to give up collecting. Cavendish will be auctioning his collection some time in October. We 
wish him well.

The Society has been informed of the death of one of our past members, Mr. F. G. Hall. Condolences 
have been sent to his family. 

Edward Quinton has written to express his appreciation for the information he has received so far on the 
'Unusual Black Print' (HPS Newsletter July 2009 Page 51). Has anyone got anything else to add ?

mailto:webmaster@swiss-phlately.co.uk
mailto:webmaster@swiss-phlately.co.uk
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REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN (WESSEX) GROUP'S MEETING 6  th   JUNE 2009  

Seventeen members and partners attended the 'Summer Event' in Salisbury. Apologies were received 
from Derek and Ruth Dawson, Peter and Joan Hobbs and Peter and Hazel Vonwiller. Fred Pickard sent 
his best wishes. Fred Hoadley chaired and Neville Nelder lead the event on Jura-related material. Neville 
began with a three-session display entitled 'Various Aspects of Post in the Jura'.  He concentrated on 
material from Canton Jura, the Jura Industrial Railway and his 'heimat' of Moutier in neighbouring Canton 
Bern. A detailed article based on his presentation will appear in a future edition of the Newsletter. Those 
attending had been invited to bring related material to back up the main speaker and several seized the 
opportunity to share some of their cherished items with their fellow members.

Bob Medland  had recently acquired a 1864 cover from Tiefencasten (Canton Graubunden) which had 
been sent right across the country to Neuchâtel with backstamps (transit marks) of the various TPOs and 
offices it had passed through; also some early postcards illustrating the famous Landwasser Viaduct that 
is nearby. His 'pièce de résistance' was an unstamped official cover of April 1869 from Lenz to Schmitten, 
also near Tiefencasten. It contained hand-written instructions in Latin for the local priest regarding Pope 
Pius IX's Jubilee. This Pope held office for an unprecedented 32 years during a very turbulent period of 
European history in the mid-19th Century.  At that time Italy was in the process of unification and the Papal 
State was under threat from various warring factions including Garabaldi's army. The Swiss mercenaries 
had withdrawn from the Vatican City in 1860 and the Pope's only military and political support was from 
Emperor Napoleon III  in France. To strengthen his position, the Pope seems to have called upon the 
support of his followers across Europe by encouraging them to celebrate his Jubilee. If they did so, he 
offered the forgiveness of sins for those who prayed for him, encouraging them to purchase indulgences. 
Two months later – perhaps no coincidence – the Pope called the first Vatican Council which issued the 
'Decree of Papal Infallability' which provided further help for him to hold onto his seat of power. These 
chance purchases through the Internet, at comparatively little cost, had set Bob off along a fascinating 
research trail deep into 19th Century history.  

Eric Lienhard showed :  Examples of 9 varieties of the stamps issued by the Jura Industrial  Railway; 
covers which had both private cancels of  the Company and razor-blade postmarks; Postal  stationery 
cards and Suchard cards showing views of the Jura; Revenue stamps from six different Municipalities in 
the Jura area and, for completeness, the coloured Frama label depicting the 'Jura in the Spring'.

Werner Gattiker presented some interesting Bundesfeier  Airmail  Cards which he had just  purchased. 
Such cards were issued from 1928 to 1931 and Werner showed the 1929 and 1931 cards, one of each 
denomination flown from each of the 9 (1931: 8) airports. On National Day, 1st August, these cards could 
be posted for flights between all Swiss airports in use: Geneva, Lausanne, Berne, Le Locle, La Chaux-de-
Fonds, Biel, Basel, Zürich and St. Gallen, i.e. a possible 72 different routes. 23,172 cards were flown on 
1.8.1929  but  with  two  different  pictures  and  two  different  denominations  available,  if  used  in  equal 
numbers, only about 5,500 of each card type would have been transported, divided up into 72 routes 
making an average of less than 100 cards per route. In 1931 two picture cards, each of two values, were 
again issued, but this time each had one of two different small pictures on the address side, i.e. 8 different 
card types in all. Records show that on National Day 1931 only 8,489 cards were flown in total on the 
potential 56 routes (Biel was no longer served) i.e. an average of only about 150 cards per route. Divided 
up into the 8 card types available this allows, on average, less than 20 cards per card type per route. 
Werner posed some questions: How rare are some of  these cards? How many survived? Do all  the 
possible permutations even exist? If these flown cards are so rare, how much are they worth to those 
seeking ‘completeness’ to their collection? 

Rosalind Ragg reminded the audience that climate change was altering the form of the Matterhorn (e.g. 
through  melting  of  the  permafrost)  which  necessitated  ongoing  monitoring  and  occasional  minor 
adjustment  of  the  Swiss/Italian  border.  Rosalind  is  an  enthusiast  for  the  Internet.  She  had  recently 
discovered some postcards from the 1950s posted in the small village of Iserables north of Verbier in the 
Valais. The sender of one of them was seeking funds for the restoration of the local church which had 
been the victim of fire on three occasions in its history. Being inquisitive, she turned to the Internet and 
found that the settlement had a population of only about 1,000 people. The local webcam allowed her to 
view the settlement and its vicinity. The church looked  to be in a good state of repair ! 

Claude Mistely thanked all those who had contributed to a very enjoyable day. In particular to Neville 
Nelder for his painstaking research, dogged collecting instinct and beautifully presented display.
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1934 EXPRESS COVERS TO GEBRUDER SULZER, WINTERTHUR                     JOHN CORDINGLEY

The November 2004 Helvetia Newsletter has illustrations of two covers sent in by Stuart MacKenzie both 
addressed to the firm Sulzer’s in Winterthur. Dated 1934 the Swiss post office had added an EXPRESS 
label and a 40c Helvetia with sword stamp so that the firm could get the correspondence faster during 
this particular period of recession. A Greek and a Chinese stamped cover were shown. The article further 
noted that  Michael  Rutherfoord had seen other  such letters  treated this  way but  mainly from South 
American countries

It  has taken me over four years to find a cover such as these for my collection. But it  has specific 
differences. Addressed to Gebruder Sulzer A.G. this airmail cover (illustrated below) is from Buenos Aires 
and dated 27th January 1934. It  has the EXPRESS label on the front but extra ‘fee’ stamps on the 
reverse – 50c Helvetia with sword plus a 10c postage due, both cancelled in Winterthur on 5th February 
1934.

Two queries now come to mind. Why, if  the standard EXPRESS fee in 1934 was 60c, was only 40c 
applied to Stuart’s covers and 60c applied to the one illustrated here, and then why a standard 50c stamp 
plus a 10c postage due? The cover bears no indication of any underpayment in Argentina. 

FISCAL QUERY                                                                      WERNER GATTIKER and ERIC LIENHARD

An Answer to Fred Hoadley's query regarding the 'Sargans Labels' ref. HPS Newsletter July 2009 Page 
58 “Fiscal Query”: 

Werner Gattiker and Eric Lienhard were the first  to respond. They both believe them to be 'discount 
stamps' which Eric remembers his family using when he was a youth in Switzerland. Werner writes : 
“Judging by the inscriptions on them (i.e."Rabattverein" = Discount Society), I would say that they are not 
fiscal stamps, but discount stamps, such as the Co-op or Green Shield stamps we used to have in this 
country. Shoppers would get stamps to the value of their purchases, stick them in collecting books which, 
when full, could be redeemed for 5% (in Zurich in my youth it would even be 8%) of their face value. 
Normally such stamps were very plain and utilitarian - these Sargans ones are much more attractive! But 
they are neither postage, nor revenue stamps.”  
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PECULIAR PERFORATIONS                                                    MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD

Answers to Questions in the HPS Newsletters May 1997 Page 36 and July 1997 Page 50.

More answers delayed by the investigation needed ! One discovery is that the Tell Boy is one of the most 
difficult  areas,  during and after  the  Great  War  with  the shortage,  the new comb machine,  the many 
changes of the rates and the short printing runs. I have found hardly any corner blocks and have never 
seen a sheet, so I am grateful for these three examples. Please send copies to the Editor of any that you 
have found.

The two examples sent in by Mr. K. O. Shipley are of the 3c.Brown-orange of 1915  Z137, overprinted 
with 2 ½ in 1920  Z146. The illustrations are repeated here. Fig. 1 is from the top-left corner of an original 
printing and harrow-perforated. Notice the wide margins with no perforations. It is however possible that it 
is also from the top-left corner of an early comb perforated sheet. 

The example in Fig. 2 is comb perforated, from the lower-left corner of  the LH sheet and shows the Tell 
Boy in the 'reclining' position  and not in the usual upright stance. This requires a different comb and was 
only occasionally used, perhaps because of paper shrinkage and this confused me greatly !

The example in Fig.  3 submitted by Mr.  Les Stiles shows a pair  of  5c.  Orange of  1921 Z152 comb 
perforated from the top-left corner of the RH sheet, standing. 

Harrow Perforation was used from the first for the 1862 Sitting Helvetia till towards the late 1930s, far 
longer than for any of the few other countries using this method. Usually a full sheet of 100 stamps was 
perforated at one stroke. Standard stamp size 12:14 teeth. None in margins. Sheets of 50 (1913) and 25 
stamps (1914 till 1940) were also produced.

Comb Perforation started in late 1913 and was used until about 1937. The standard method for most 
countries.  Two  sheets  of  100  stamps  were  always  perforated  together,  side  by  side,  11  rows  in 
succession.  Also 12:14  teeth as standard. Top, or start, margin never perforated, but through lower 
margin always. The perforated pair are then cut apart.

Counter  Sheets -  The perforated sheets of  100 stamps were always halved.  The only way to see a 
complete sheet is to find one of the booklet sheets sold to collectors if possible.

THE SOCIETY'S WEBSITE

I hope that those members who have computer access are taking full advantage of the Website. Thanks 
to the Webmaster,  Fred Hoadley, it  is becoming an ever more useful source of information on Swiss 
Philately, including links to other relevant websites. Fred would be pleased to receive feedback on your 
experiences in using it. In particular, any suggestions on how it might be improved, including any snippets 
of information that might be usefully added to the pages. (Editor)
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DID YOU KNOW ?                                                                                             MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD

THAT   surprise surprise, an important Swiss postage inland rate has been reduced, as from 1.7.09. 
almost without warning. Large letters B4-size have tumbled 10 – 20%  with now only two weight steps 
instead of three. So now we have up to 500g; 2. /1.80 Fr. (A/B) with Registration 5.- , and then up to 
1000g; 4. /3.60 Fr. R = 6 -. Thickness in all cases 20mm max.  Pity that any FDCs will not fit onto the 
usual exhibition sheets unless one changes from A4  to A3 size, as some collectors now do to increase 
the number of covers shown, and also in the ”Open” class.

THAT  in May I mentioned the two versions of the 1.30c stamp with and without the blue Priority tab and it 
will not be the last as the rates change in the future. Keep a close check on this small variation to the 
“teeth” of these self-stick stamps.  The US term for these cuts of the stamp paper, but not the backing 
paper, is apparently a “kiss-cut”.

THAT  the new SP management has in fact carried on closing the least  profitable POs in town and 
country,  and has a few new ideas - for instance deliveries only in the afternoons to match the ever-
spreading,  early-morning  collections  only.  Strangely  the  numbers  of  A-letters  delivered  within  the 
advertised period is dropping. But there are various  definitions of “public service” available.

THAT  in an article on the name “Zürich”, as used by a number of townlets in the USA and Canada, it was 
also  mentioned  that  Asteroid  No.  13025  also  has  the  name  “Zürich”.  (Addition  to  last  month's 
“Winterthur”). You can look up  www.swissroots.org for more about Swiss settlements in  North America.

THAT  on the 7th September '09 Liechtenstein is issuing five series of stamps one of which, showing 
butterflies, is especially interesting. This issue is remarkable as it is the first to be produced entirely in the 
Principality  from creation, design to printing in sheets of 20 on self-stick paper, but perforated and slit for 
the easy removal of any individual stamp from the backing sheet. The stamp glue is water-soluble, so 
there will be no trouble in removing such a stamp from an envelope. Worldwide a new concept.

THAT  our sister society across the Atlantic, AHPS, has rejuvenated their popular beginners'  20-page 
album  “A Swiss Sampler” using themes from Swiss stamps. Pre-printed in colour with a full description of 
each stamp it is a joy to behold, and should interest beginners and others by giving a good overview of 
the possibilities. Perhaps you know www.swissstamps.org already? This is the time to have a good look, 
especially at he long list of terms  which are competently explained and illustrated.

THAT  another important book has been published as No. VIII for the Swiss Postal History Society by the 
well-known Richard Schafer “Schweiz - Frankreich – Transit 1798-1850”. 420 pages, all illustrations in 
colour,  with  a 30-page summary in  English.  Further details,  prices,  etc.  from  Andreas Grünewald at 
prephilately@aol.com

THAT  an attractive example of a colourful modern PP “stamp” is shown  in Fig. 1. Fig. 2 is an example of 
a  design error  in  that   the FD cancel   for  this  PJ issue of  December  1979 (Z271)  indicated a blue 
background of the arms of the shield correct red i.e. horizontal lines instead of vertical. Do you remember, 
water lies horizontal and blood drips downwards as explained in my article in the April 2007 issue of the 
Newsletter, Page 26 ?    

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
Printed by Kallkwik Chichester GB

Fig. 1.

Fig.2.

http://www.swissstamps.org/
http://www.swissroots.org/

