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THE STAMPS OF LIECHTENSTEIN PRODUCED IN SWITZERLAND 1924 – 1940
MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD

Some Examples of Stamps of Liechtenstein Printed in Switzerland   (Illustrations Enlarged)  

Without going into detail, the modern history of Liechtenstein started after the Great War when in 1921 it 
became  free  from  Austria,  but  in  many  ways  tended  to  look  to  Switzerland  for  assistance.  This  is 
expressed in its stamps – some come from Austria and some from Switzerland. The currency changed 
from Austrian  Crowns  to  Swiss  Francs.  This  has  resulted  in  many combinations  of  stamps used at 
different times, which has created some interesting covers.

In 1924 the first stamps printed in Bern by the PTT appeared on paper with the usual Swiss cross in the 
watermark. In 1933 Courvoisier of La Chaux de Fonds took over. For a couple of years their rotary printed 
stamps had to be perforated by the PTT until they could fit a single – line comb perforator at the exit stage 
of their printing press. Note that the original stamp Printing Works in Bern were situated in the Federal 
Mint but this was purchased by the PTT in 1930. The PTT had always been responsible for all stamps 
printed in Switzerland, also those for foreign countries. This included quality control and dispatching.

During the World War II period all stamps for Liechtenstein were supplied from Switzerland, mainly by 
Courvoisier whose export market had dried up, until in December 1947 when the State Printing Works in 
Vienne could resume production. The table on the next page lists all the Liechtenstein stamps printed and 
perforated in Switzerland until 1940. The 'missing' numbers in the list indicate the stamps produced in 
Austria. Probably a unique list and still subject to correction.

The original purpose of this table was to discover which Liechtenstein stamps had been perforated on the 
1914 Hasler harrow perforator in Bern. Switzerland had used this method from the beginning in 1862 till 
1915 when the London Grover comb perforator took over mainly for the small stamps in sheets of 2x100. 
An exception was that most large stamps, High Values, Air, etc. - about 37 issues in all, were harrow 
perforated in sheets of 25 from 1914 until 1940. A world record of 78 years for harrow perforators from 
1862 until 1940 and unknown to the editors of philatelic manuals, journals, catalogues, etc.
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THE STAMPS OF LIECHTENSTEIN PRODUCED IN SWITZERLAND 1924 – 1940 (continued)

Three  machines  were  supplied  by  Hasler  Bern  and  one  is  on  show  in  the  Philatelic  Bureau  in 
Ostermundigen, a suburb of Bern. This firm is well known to philatelists as they supplied office meter 
machines to firms all over the world, as well as telephones and the first Swiss telegraph systems in the 
1850s.

The 31 stamps of Liechtenstein, in 6 issues, are listed under the type of harrow used i.e. BZ3. All are 
perforated with 23:15 teeth. The conventional 2cm. Number, i.e. 11¾, is of little use for the accuracy 
required when searching through old auction catalogues for likely candidates !

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWS 

The Website - Our Webmaster Fred Hoadley, with the permission of their author Michael Rutherfoord, has 
added (in PDF format) the majority of the long-running series of his 'Did You Know ?' articles up to 1991 
to the Website's reference section. Well worth searching out ! More details to follow.
A New Member - A warm welcome to our latest new member, Mr. Peter Boyce, who resides in East 
Anglia. We hope to see him at one of our national or regional events. (Editor)
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MISSING DATE OF POSTING                                                                     ERIC LIENHARD 

        

I  showed the postcard illustrated above at recent meetings of HPS in London and Salisbury seeking 
answers. None were forthcoming. The stamp is Zu. 1.25 type 3, earliest use as per Zumstein Specialised 
was 14th March 1911 . Any views welcome please?

AN INTERESTING COVER FROM ST. GALLEN  IN 1869                                                  BOB MEDLAND
                                   

Recently  I  was  fortunate  to  acquire  this  attractive  postal  stationery  cover  which  has  a  variety  of 
handstamps that I thought would repay further investigation. Initially I thought that it had been posted from 
St Gallen to the village of Lindau (near Zürich) but then I realised that the TPO (back-stamped) went in 
the wrong direction. I should have recognised earlier that the give-away was in the handstamps ‘PD’ and 
‘RL’ which were used only for mail sent to other countries. And had my geography of the area been better, 
I would have realised that the destination was Lindau in Bavaria, on the north-east shore of the Bodensee 
(Lake Constance). So here is the story told by the various handstamps on the cover.

It was posted in St Gallen and first struck with the St Gallen ‘Brief Exped’ (outgoing mail) circular date 
stamp (CDS) at 8 am on 7th July 1869. St Gallen post office applied two further handstamps. The first 
confirmed that the addressee was within the border area or ‘Rayon Limitrophe’ (RL) which was generally 
30km wide across internal borders. Hence the letter benefited from a reduced postage rate. A further 
handstamp confirmed that the postage paid was sufficient through to the destination or ‘Payé jusqu’à 
Destination’ (PD). This was essentially for the benefit  of the Bavarian postal service, advising that no 
further postage was to be collected on delivery.  The cds struck on the back confirms that  the cover 
travelled by Travelling Post Office (TPO) on the St. Gallen to Chur Train No. 1 the same day. The letter 
would have been taken off the train at St. Magrethen for the border transit. The Lindau arrival mark on the 
back, dated 8th June 1869 (10 am), is identical in style to AW Group 89A, suggesting it came from the 
same manufacturer – Güller?
 
Michael Rutherfoord kindly provided me with some background information on the ‘RL’ arrangements. 
Apparently each post office in the border areas kept a list – perhaps displayed on a noticeboard - of the 
places within this distance, to make it  easy for customers to get the postage right. There were many 
variations in  the charges over  the years,  partly dependent  upon the treaties between the respective 
countries’ postal administrations. 'RL' arrangements were eventually withdrawn on 30th June 1971.
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GERMAN CENSORSHIP OF BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN SWITZERLAND AND 
BRITAIN - ROSALIND RAGG

Whilst searching through the Internet for information on an entirely different issue I came across this 
interesting item from Hansard. It refers to the period of the Second World War before mail between Britain 
and France was routed through Lisbon. 

Extract from the Debate on 'Swiss Correspondence (German Censorship) on the 23  rd   November 1943   
Vol. 393 c1449 para. 62 :

'Mr Kirby asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether he was aware that business letters from 
firms in Switzerland sent by air mail to firms in this country travel via Stuttgart, Germany, where they are 
censored by the enemy; whether similar letters sent to Switzerland from Great Britain are also subject to 
being read and censored by the Germans; and, if so, is he taking steps to ensure that in future  no such 
letters shall pass through enemy hands.

The Assistant Postmaster-General (Mr. Grimston) - I have been asked to reply. It is not possible to get 
mails in or out of Switzerland without their coming under enemy control. The public in this country have 
been warned that mails to Switzerland are liable to censorship  by the enemy and advised to exercise  the 
utmost  discretion  as  to  what  they  send  and  write.  Correspondence  for  Switzerland  is  subject  to 
censorship in this country before despatch.

Mr. Kirby – Is it not possible for the British Government to approach the Swiss Government with a view to 
getting the mails transferred via Spain or Portugal ?

Mr. Grimston – If my hon. Friend will accompany me to the map room afterwards, he will see that it is 
quite impossible to get letters to and from Switzerland without their passing through enemy territory.'

SWITZERLAND – THE BASIC FACTS

For those of you who are occasionally asked to give a general talk on Swiss Philately to a local society, 
here are some useful 'facts' about Switzerland to help you. The majority of the figures (published in the 
Guardian in May/June 2009) come from a very useful  publication - 'Europa Regional Surveys of the 
World' – which, in turn, used the 'latest available, impartial data published by international and national 
statistical agencies'. To set the figures in a useful context I have added the nearest equivalent figure for 
the United Kingdom in brackets. I have a feeling that the Global downturn will lead to a significant change 
in some of the figures when statistics are next published, but I'm afraid I don't see this as a 'regular 
feature'. Make of them what you will ! (Editor)

Size – 15,940 square  miles ( UK – 93,628) Population – 7,591,400 (60,975,400)
Density – 476.2 per sq. mile (651.3)
Capital city population – Bern 122,178 (London 7.56M) 
Gross Domestic Product – £194,271M - 22nd in the world (£1,213,893M - 5th)
GDP per head - £25,933 (£20,048) Unemployment  rate  – 3.6% (5.3%)
Average number of children per mother – 1.4 (1.8)   
Average life expectancy – male 79, female 84 (77/81)
Doctors per 1,000 head of population – 4 (2.3)     
Population mix – German 65%, French 18%, Italian 10%, Romansch 1%, Other 6% (N/A)
Religious Make-up – Catholic – 42% (10%), Protestant 35% (43%), No religious affiliation 11% (N/A) 
Foreign tourist visitors – 7,863,957 in 2006 (32,558,000 - probably in 2008)
Highest point – Dufourspitze (Pointe Dufour) 4,634 metres (Ben Nevis – 1,343 metres)       
Area covered by water – 589.9 square miles (1,247 sq. ms.)          
Proportion of Global Carbon emissions –  0.16% (2.01%).
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HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWS

Future Regional Meetings

Northern  Group -  Saturday  3rd  October  -  'Historic  and  Architectural  Monuments' by  Tony  Hoyle 
commencing at 2.00. pm in the canteen at Corporation Mill, Corporation Street, Sowerby Bridge, near 
Halifax. Anyone wishing to attend can obtain a map of the location from Northern Group secretary, David 
Hope (Tel. 0161 303 0091).
Southern Group - Saturday 24th October at 10.30. am - 'Swiss Hotel Post/My Heimat' by Derek and Ruth 
Dawson at the Clovelly Hotel, Salisbury – full details in the August Newsletter. Further details from Fred 
Hoadley (Tel. 01403 711987).
London Group - The Society is doing its best to sustain the London Group but it  will  not be able to 
continue unless more members attend the meetings which are always very much enjoyed by those who 
do come. There are just two meetings scheduled for the rest of the current season, both commencing at 
6.30pm, in Room B327, Macmillan House, by Platform 1, Paddington Station :-
Wednesday 11th November 2009 - 'Swiss Main Line Railways' - Displays by Members. 
Wednesday 14th April  2010 when members are requested to bring 'Odds and Ends'.
Further details from Claude Mistely (Tel. 01737 551689).

 Bruno Spinner

Peter Vonwiller writes : Bruno Spinner was a keen and knowledgeable philatelist who served as the Swiss 
Ambassador to the Court of St. James from 1999 to 2004. In 2002 he co-hosted with the President of the 
Royal Philatelic Society London a reception at the Embassy, the speaker at which was our member Fred 
Pickard. It  was following this that the Ambassador accepted honorary membership of the Society.  He 
represented the Society's views, at the time when Swiss Post radically changed the conditions of their 
New Issue service. On leaving London Bruno Spinner moved to Rome to head up the Swiss Embassy 
there. It is with regret that we learn of his death at the age of sixty-one in late July.

New Distribution Arrangements and a New Printer for the Newsletter

Peter Vonwiller writes : 'The Editor, having sorted out the content and fitting it neatly into eight pages, has 
the added responsibility of ensuring that sufficient copies are available for distribution to our members 
and those Societies with whom we have exchange arrangements. For many years we have been well 
served by RPM Design & Print of Chichester. Following their going into Receivership a few moths ago it 
became  necessary  to  seek  out  a  new printer  capable  of  producing  the  Newsletter  to  our  exacting 
standards. Kall Kwik, also of Chichester, after careful consideration, have now been entrusted with the 
Newsletter’s  production.  The  opportunity  was  taken  at  the  same  time  to  review  our  distribution 
arrangements. No one, including Douglas Houtris himself, knows how many years it is since he took on 
the task of month by month of mailing out the Newsletter. This has entailed folding, inserting, sealing, 
affixing postage stamps and posting literally thousands and thousands of Newsletters. We all owe Doug a 
debt of gratitude that month after month the Newsletter has landed safely on our doormats. In recognition 
of his sterling work the Committee propose offering Doug the only gift that lies within the Society’s remit to 
confer, Honorary Life membership.'

          
The Swiss Railways Society

We exchange our Newsletter for the journals of several other philatelic organisations. As a bonus, Peter 
Hobbs, your previous Newsletter Editor, recently negotiated a similar arrangement with the (British-based) 
Swiss Railways Society. Their full-colour, quarterly journal is very attractive and is packed with interesting 
articles and masses of colour photographs of the Swiss scenery, stations, engines and rolling stock. The 
copies will be kept in the Society's library for those interested. For further details on the Swiss Railways 
Society – swissrailsoc.org.uk  
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NEWS FROM THE USA

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society has produced a 20-page, full-colour 'Sampler Album' of Swiss 
stamps by themes. It is intended to encourage friends, children or grandchildren to take up collecting. You 
can view it on their website – www.swiss-stamps.org.

The latest edition of their journal 'Tell' (September 2009) includes several articles that may be of interest 
to our members, including : 'Folded Typewriter Labels' ; 'Official Printed-to-Private-Order Cards for Two 
Millers  in Zürich' and 'Swiss Medical Volunteers in Finland during the Winter War'.

One of their Society's members, John Barrett, is seeking help in his search for further examples of Strubel 
covers mailed from Geneva to Jersey City (New Jersey USA) to a W.G.Murray Esq. He has two examples 
in his postal history collection and through research has discovered 25 more. They all appear to have 
been sent by the same person, probably a lady, who had very distinctive, beautiful handwriting – see 
illustration above. Although further examples are more likely to appear in the USA, please have a look to 
see if you have one in your collections. If you find one, I'm sure John would be interested to have any 
details, via the Editor.

READERS' RESPONSES TO PREVIOUS ARTICLES

Edward Manley has written in regarding the article 'Unusual Backstamp' (HPSN May '09 Page 40). He 
writes  :  'I  did  some research but  could not  come up with  a definite  location.  'Alten Hecken'  can be 
translated into 'Old Hedges' and I suspect that the RhB refers to the Rhätische Bahn Grisons'.

Derrick Slate has had further thoughts on the spelling of Bela Sekula's name (see HPSN articles March 
'09 Pages23/24 and September '09 Pages 71/72). He writes : 'I have just found a cover dated 1st May 
1924 from Lucerne to Wildegg (arrival 2nd May 1924). The printed cover has Eugen Szekula but the 'z' 
has a line through it. It looks like it has been overprinted – too neat to be hand-crossed through. May be 
this is near the time that he dropped the 'z' ?' 

http://www.swiss-stamps.org/
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DID YOU KNOW ?                                                                                             MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD

THAT the Swiss Dealers' Centenary in Rapperswil was a resoundingly successful exhibition. Being non-
competitive meant that items were sometimes presented in non-standard fashion and in other ways often 
looked different. Mainly it was dealers who were showing that they were also philatelists and revealing 
their treasures from all over the world. I doubt if so many Swiss classic stamps have ever been under one 
roof before. Situated between the railway station and the Lake of Zürich in the new buildings of the local 
Technical College which are very accessible, with good lighting and a good view. There was a restaurant 
and plenty of seating. Altogether a pleasant atmosphere. I had the pleasure to meet several HPS and 
AHPS Members old and new. See Fig. 1 below for the innovative FD cancel of the special stamp.

THAT   the new strip of three 85c stamps for the ceremonial march of the Appenzeller livestock up to the 
higher pastures and down again in the autumn is the best for this year. This has become a great tourist 
attraction, but if there were no tourists it would be done in exactly the same way, as for hundreds of years.

THAT   once upon a time anything one found in an archive one had to copy out oneself by hand; then 
Zerox came along and one could make good copies until librarians objected to their books being bent in 
the process. Now it is common to use a digital camera with anti-shake and poor-light facilities to make 
perfect colour pictures  which can be enlarged, copied and studied at home. So don't forget your camera 
when next you go to a reference library or archive.

THAT   the GABRA V is approaching fast, Bern 9th - 11th October (Friday, Saturday, Sunday). According to 
the catalogue there will be just over 100 exhibits, 21 dealers and a special UPU show in eight parts. As it 
is traditionally non-competitive there will  be many new things to see there and there only. The theme 
being that the well-known UPU monument in Bern (25 Years UPU) has been shown on more stamps the 
world over than any other motif. For an unknown reason the UPU has decided to have its own show in 
the Berner Rathaus at the same time. Additionally there will be a high level ceremony at the Monument 
itself on the 9th October this being the World Post Day from 11:00 to 13:00.

THAT   a fellow collector of curiosities has sent me a cancellation dated 9.9.9 – 9,(see Fig. 2) however 
non-retouchable in average SP quality from “8044 Zürich 44 Zürichberg”. Do you remember in 1999 there 
was a panic that all older computers would fail at the moment of New Year 2000. They didn't, but about 20 
odd cancelling machines had never been provided with a 2 in the appropriate date reel. At the time I 
showed some examples of how the various P0s tried to solve the problem. All were then provided with 
correct reels except for 8044 (don't ask why!). Now this will be done for 2010 at last, so this is a rare 
cancel and a “snap number”. Thanks to Hans Häfeli, the self-stick stamp specialist - see  AHPSN's 'Tell' 
front page article by Richard T. Hall (May '08) and HPSN - 'Did You Know?' (Dec. '07) and P. 59  Aug. '08.

THAT   you can be sent every newsletter/price list by Markus Seitz in Luzern giving the latest Swiss ATM 
issues,  new  counter  labels,  etc.  and  their  variations,  by  internet  www.atms.ch after  contacting 
22atms@atms.ch  . From his latest Newsletter No. 124 I have learnt of the new WebStamp shown in Fig. 
3 where the short vertical bar indicates that the sender is a business customer, for statistical purposes 
they say. This was possible from 1st August 2009 (a National Holiday) at the Zürich Airport, as shown by 
the reduced Local Publicity Datestamp with the new Postcode of 8060. 

THAT   perfin experts know that the large shipping firm of Danzas AG was one of the last to use this out-
dated method of preventing misuse of their stamps. Fig. 4 shows the oldest use of their “D” that I have 
ever seen. As their perforating plate was laid out for the old small stamp size there are two “Ds” on the 
newer, larger stamps for 2nd see the 2 of 72. This example was used on 19.4.72. in their sub-office in 
Koblenz where four train lines cross, opposite the German town of Waldshut across the Rhine. Perhaps 
you have a later example, or one with two clear “Ds” ?

     Fig.1 Fig. 2  Fig. 3                                             Fig. 4

mailto:22atms@atms.ch
http://www.atms.ch/
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REPORT OF THE LONDON GROUP MEETING 9  th   SEPTEMBER 2009 – CANTON VALAIS  

Claude Mistely writes  - Attendance was unfortunately very poor for the first meeting of the new season. 
Douglas  Houtris  and  Fred  Pickard  had  apologised  for  their  absences.  Vice-Chairman Eric  Lienhard, 
Claude Mistely and Derrick Slate gave displays, which provided a good overview of the principal places in 
the canton.

The Great St Bernard Pass was featured by Eric and Claude with cards depicting different views of the 
hospice and the surrounding mountains, some with cachets for the hotel and the hospice from the 1920s 
and  1930s,  the  monks,  rescues  of  both  people  and  vehicles,  a  historical  illustration  of  General 
Bonaparte’s visit to the hospice, at the head of his army and, of course, the St Bernard dogs. There was 
also a maximum card of the 1989 Publicity stamp commemorating 2,000 years of the Grand St Bernard 
Pass.

Eric, using postcards and stamps, showed aspects of the towns of Aigle, Brig, St Maurice, Sion and of the 
Simplon Rail Tunnel. He touched upon the contribution made to the development of the area around Brig 
by members of the Stockalper family during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Claude showed 
material on the Simplon Road and its usage by postal stage coaches and the PTT alpine motor coaches. 
Eric  also displayed some revenue stamps from the canton and communes (including Brig,  Martigny, 
Monthey, St Maurice and Sierre) and a selection of the so-called “tourist revenues” of Valais, including 
some used on documents.

Derrick Slate produced a very comprehensive selection of material on Zermatt and the surrounding area, 
which included a page of postage and military stamps with illustrations of the Matterhorn, for which he 
also had an attractive selection of postcard views.  He showed many views of the town and outlined the 
history of the famous Seiler hotels, which had seven establishments in the area.  He gave an account of 
the Gornergrat Railway and the re-opening of the Riffelalp tram running between the Railway Station and 
the Hotel. He also touched on the Visp to Zermatt Railway, which was extended to Brig in 1961.

As  an  extra,  although  unrelated,  item  Derrick  showed  five  Swiss  internment  camp  letters  covering 
correspondence from a British POW, Mr A Greener, who was interned in Switzerland.  The letters were 
addressed to members of Mr Greener’s family in England, sent via Germany and covered the period from 
the 2nd February to 2nd May 1944.  Most had German censor marks.  This was a very unusual and special 
record of wartime history. Claude Mistely, as London Chairman expressed thanks to all participants for the 
high quality of their displays.                                                                                  

                      REPORT OF THE NORTHERN GROUP MEETING SEPTEMBER 2009                       

David Hope writes : The Northern Group met at its new venue with “New Acquisitions/Members' Choice” 
getting the season underway. Chairman David Whitworth began with a fine display of the small landscape 
issue of 1936 used on cover. He followed this up with three examples of the 3c. each cancelled with 
different PP postmarks. Then came examples of single usage of various values. An unusual cover was 
one with both plain and grilled examples of the 10c. dark brown making up the 20c. letter rate. The 
various special services, registered, express and nachnahme were shown along with examples of Official 
overprints. A cover for the 1948 Helicopter post was also shown. Finally he pointed out the cover from 
1948 addressed to Princess Elizabeth, Duchess of Edinburgh ! Secretary David Hope followed up with a 
range of  the Historical  Issue of  1941 including a single usage of  the 1Fr  50 on an airmail  cover  to 
Honduras, airmail covers to Argentina, parcel labels, demand for payment cards and a cover postmarked 
with a temporary replacement cancel. Then followed a selection of Bundesfieir Cards without imprinted 
stamps from the period 1938 to 1960. Finally some censor marks on Swiss mail during the two World 
Wars along with a postcard  showing the original plan for the Jungfrau Railway. The third display was 
given by David Colman with a variety of items starting with examples of the Zürich 4, Geneva and Orts 
Post  with  certificates.  Then followed the small  landscapes 5c.,  10c.  and 20c.  on  oily  paper  and an 
unrecorded essay showing Chillon Castle. Finally he showed a variety of airmail covers including one with 
a 1 Fr. Pax stamp to the USA and another with the 2 Fr. Pax to Britain. All in all a fine start to the season.

PLEASE KEEP THOSE ITEMS FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER COMING IN. 
NEWS, VIEWS, LEARNED ARTICLES AND ANSWERS TO QUERIES ALWAYS WELCOME. 

DON'T BE AFRAID TO HAVE A GO !

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
Printed by Kall Kwik Chichester GB


