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MAIL FROM INTERNMENT CAMPS IN SWITZERLAND                                                  DERRICK SLATE

1. Mail to Great Britain

From late January 1943 to 10th December 1944, initially mail travelled by air via Berlin to Lisbon and 
surface mail reached Lisbon via Paris. Censorship in the U.K. and Germany was similar, but the Germans 
researched into the letters much more thoroughly and sometimes used chemical tests for secret writing.

The first  example  (shown above)  is  an entire  from a British  prisoner  of  war  219843 Field  Engineer 
O'Brien in Schonengrund Internment Camp in the Appenzell to Leyton in London (see Fig. 1). It appears 
to have been sent on 26th March 1944 (handwritten in pencil). Although military mail was sent post free, 
two  10  Cts.  Small  Landscapes  stamps  are  attached  to  cover  the  Airmail  charge  (ref.  Airmail  label 
attached). 

Internees' mail had to be censored in Berlin. A censor mark '365' was applied. On arrival in Berlin, a 
register number '745' was given. It was then passed to the examiner who was probably responsible for 
the rather faint numerals in pencil on the lower part – 7204/17/3 The first digit, 7, indicated Berlin; the next 
three digits, 204, are likely to be the examiner's number; the 17 is probably the day of the month and the 
3  is  the  number  of  pages  in  the  envelope  (a  letter  F  added  would  denote  that  a  photograph  was 
enclosed). A blue chemical ink test mark runs down the left hand side of the cover. 

A German plain brown censor seal is tied to the cover with an 'Ab' in a 20 mm. diameter circle mark. The 
'A' is assumed to be an abbreviation  of 'Auslandbriefprufstelle' (the name of the censor office). The 'b' is 
the identification letter of the particular censor office. 

The examinable mail was meant to pass through the censor office within 24 hours. If there was a very 
large inflow, some items received this “transmission” mark and closed without going through the proper 
censor office. These plain paper seals with 'Ab' in circle were only used between June 1943 and May 
1944.
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When the cover arrived in the UK it passed through the British censor system. Examiner 4236 applied the 
UK P.C. 90 label signifying that it had been seen by the censor. Unfortunately no arrival cancel had been 
applied to help us see how long the whole process had taken.

The second cover (front and part of back shown below) was sent by a British officer '114976 Captain H. 
Jones Lewis'  who must have crossed the border into Switzerland and was placed in a Swiss military 
internment camp. The name of the camp, Wil in Canton St Gallen, appears in the handwritten address on 
the back of the cover and in the cancel mark applied to the 20c small landscape definitive (covering the 
airmail postage charge ref. Airmail label). Such a cover to Great Britain with a named camp cancel is very 
unusual. Like the cover already referred to, ordinary postal charges were waived for military personnel, a 
Swiss censor mark '310' was applied in Bern, a German censor register mark '481' was applied in Berlin 
and the German examiner applied a 6-digit mark in pencil, '7072/8/1' (indicating the Berlin office (7), the 
examiner (072), the day of the month (8) and the number of sheets in the envelope (1).

A German censor tape and seal was applied - Eagle over wreathed swastika, 'b' denotes the Censor 
Office Berlin (Transit and Air Mail North and South America). There is no arrival cancellation in the UK. 
British Examiner 1867 would have applied the UK P. C. 90 censor label.

2. Internment Camp Authorities' Mail

The Swiss Army was placed in charge of the administration of the internment camps during the Second 
World War. Mail  did not  normally flow through the regular postal  system. Instead the Army used the 
Fieldpost system. Shown on Page 85 are the left-hand edges of three official Fieldpost cards used by 
military personnel (for official business). The two-line cancels denote that they were sent from particular 
internment camps by the camp authorities in charge of the internees. The items on the left and in the 
centre were sent from camps for escaped prisoners of war (camp de prisonniers de guerre evades), 
'Bütschwil' and 'Secteur Menthue' – Camp No. 5124  respectively. The item on the right was sent from a 
military quarantine camp (Milit. - Quarantäne – Lager), Gütsch in Canton Luzern – Camp No. 5507. All 
three were sent to the International Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva and the contents would have 
been about POW issues. Two examples of the Fieldpost cancels attached to the cards are also shown.
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Footnote : British citizens must have been interned at many different camps in Switzerland. Towards the 
end of the War there were 600 British in the Caux internment camp who had crossed the border into 
Switzerland when the Italians opened the gates of their POW camps before the Germans arrived. The 
Swiss shot down many planes that crossed their border during the War. It is possible that some of the 
internees may have been British pilots who had entered Swiss territory.

POSTAGE DUE FROM HOPEDALE ?                                                                         IAN GILCHRIST

I recently purchased a rather interesting cover (see above) that puzzles me and wonder if the members 
may be able to help? It is a 3c. envelope updated to 30c. (question – is this the correct rate ?) sent Airmail 
from Hopedale USA on the 12th June 1940 to Sulzer Freres, Winterthur Switzerland. Arrival back stamp 
Winterthur 1 briefversand 18th June 1940 – 15.

Then here is  the mystery -  a  40c Grey Swiss landscape stamp has been applied on the  front  and 
cancelled with Telegraph 18th June 1940 Winterthur. However the stamp also has been punched (the 
punch hole does not go through the envelope only the stamp). I can think of a number of questions :
1. Was the envelope under-paid and therefore was the 40c. stamp being used as a postage due ?
2. Why does the 40c. stamp have the punch hole?
3. Why is it cancelled with the telegraph cancel? There is no indication of an express fee being paid.
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HELVETIA  PHILATELIC  SOCIETY NEWS

FORTHCOMNG REGIONAL MEETINGS

London Group – Wednesday 11th November at  6.30.p.m. – 'Swiss Main Line Railways' – Displays by 
Members  at  Macmillan  House,  Paddington  Station.  Further  details  from Claude  Mistely  (Tel.  01737 
551689).
Northern Group – Saturday 7th November – Members attending are asked to bring along short displays  of 
their choice. Saturday 5th December – 'Over 10c and Under 1Fr.' - All Members ??? Both meetings will 
commence at 2.00.p.m. in Corporation Mill, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire.

THE 2010 ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY

Peter Vonwiller writes : This is planned for the weekend of 17th - 18th April next year to take place at the 
Oxford Belfry hotel. Full details of this increasingly popular event, together with a Booking Form, will be 
circulated with the December Newsletter. Best though to make a note of the date in your new diary now.

THE HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY'S COMPETITIONS 

David Hope writes : The Society's two competitions, open to all members, are judged and cups awarded 
at the Annual National Meeting. They are :

The Helvetia Silver Cup – this competition covers stamps (i.e. postage, charity, postage due, airmail), 
postal stationery, revenues, thematic, cinderella (e.g. soldier stamps). 

The Moore Trophy – this competition covers any aspect of postal history (e.g. routes, rates, postage due, 
TPO, censored) including aerophilatelic (flown covers). The criteria being that the philatelic items shown 
have passed through the postal system.

Each entry is to comprise 16 sheets. Double sheets count as two ordinary sheets.
Judging of the entries will be by those members attending the National  Meeting.
The  basic judging criteria are philatelic knowledge and study of the subject, condition and presentation.

After due consideration of the entries members will vote for their top three entries in each competition by 
entering their choices on the judging slip provided. Marks will then be awarded as follows to determine 
the winner and runner-up in each competition: a first place will receive 3 marks, a second place 2 marks 
and a third place 1 mark. (In the event of a tie the number of first places awarded shall decide the winner. 
If there is still a tie then members will re-judge the tied entries to reach a decision.)

If a member wishes to take part in the competition but is unable to attend the National Meeting then it will 
be in order for him/her to send a photocopy of the entry,  preferably in colour,  to be received by the 
Chairman or Secretary by the Wednesday before the Meeting.

Where the owner of the winning entry is not able to be present the trophy will remain with the Society. If 
possible it will be presented to the winner at a regional meeting. Certificates will be sent to the winners 
and runners-up.

A NEW MEMBER - A warm welcome is extended to our latest new member, Mr. John Cumes, who lives 
in Germany. 

A WANTS REQUEST                                                                                                             

John Cumes, our new member, writes : After spending years muddling around in the not too demanding 
world of “Collecting” from General, through Single Country to Postal History, I have decided to attempt an 
excursion into the rarified world of Philately proper ! With this aim I intend to see if I can become involved 
with the Schweiz UPU 1900 issue. No doubt I am not the first, but I am determined to have a go. Werner 
Gattiker has kindly procured a copy of the 'René Gees' handbook for me and I have garnered some 
copies of the three values over the past few weeks. I would be glad of any spare copies from members at 
reasonable terms, so that I can get going over the coming winter evenings – many thanks ! (N.B. I will 
provide you with John's contact details if you wish to help him - Editor).



November 2009    HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER     Page  87

REPORTS FROM OUR MEMBERS ON THE SWISS STAMP DEALERS' ASSOCIATION'S EXHIBITION 
IN RAPPERSWIL 10  th   - 12  th   SEPTEMBER 2009  

Several  of  our  Members  managed  to  visit  this  event  held  on  the  shores  of  the  Zürichsee  in  mid  - 
September. The photograph above, taken by Werner Gattiker, shows several of them enjoying a happy 
reunion – from left to right Herr Rolf Rölli of the well-known Swiss auction house, our regular contributor 
to the Newsletter Michael Rutherfoord, member Jonathan Cartwright and our Treasurer Norton Wragg 
and his wife Margaret.

Derek and Ruth Dawson attended the event on all three days and have kindly sent in this report :
The Exhibition was held in the local college which provided plenty of space both for the Dealers and 
Exhibitors. It was never over busy which allowed time and space to meet most people, particularly those 
from whom we had bought items in auctions. There must have been about 20 dealers and both Ruth and 
I found one or two items to add to our collections. We saw none of the other HPS members except of 
course  our  very  reliable,  old  friend  Michael  Rutherfoord  who  introduced  us  to  the  President  of  the 
American HPS Harlan Stone and his wife who had come from New York. We also met Herr Dittli from 
Amsteg who earlier in the year had requested information on Maderanertal. We also met Pierre Kottelat 
who has taken over the works of his father Marcel on the Hotel Post. We had lunch on the final day with 
Michael, Pierre and Joseph Dittli so hopefully the Society will benefit from the new contacts.

The exhibitions were stunning ! It's hard to choose 'specials' but we have tried. First was a display of 128 
Hotel Post items. This was a far wider collection than our own. Not only did it  have some 'gems' of 
postally used Hotel  Stamps,  but  also wonderful  post  cards and postmarks from all  over Switzerland. 
Second was the Harlan Stone display of 128 sheets of Sitting Helvetia (perforated) which was packed 
with rare items going to virtually everywhere in the world. Third was a Pro Juventute display of incredible 
depth  displayed  on  double–width  sheets  which  allowed  a  spread  of  wider  items.  Fourth  was  an 
unbelievable display of Rayons which showed  two complete made-up sheets and each and every stamp 
plated. Envelopes with multiples and different values were commonplace within this exhibition. Lastly we 
were quite taken with 'Vignette Stamps' that each contained a space for a postal stamp built into it. We've 
never seen such stamps before. They advertised all sorts from butchers, bakers to candlestick makers.

I think it must have been a successful exhibition, although perhaps it was a little disappointing that more 
folks did not take advantage of the opportunity to see the superb items on display. From Rapperswil we 
went  on to the Toggenburg for a week before driving home via the Alsace and Cambrai plus a little 
investment in wine before our boat home. A useful tip – from Basel to Chur is “Motorway”. The Zürich By-
pass opened about two months ago after about twelve years of work and, like most things in Switzerland, 
it is superb.
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SWITZERLAND'S FIRST SYNTHETIC STAMP                                                 JOHN BARRETT Ph. D.

Sent in by John Barrett Ph.D. an AHPS member living in Texas. Much of the material was previously 
published in the AHPS's journal 'Tell' last September – 'Project : The W. G. Murray Esq. Strubel Cover 
Census' 

Swizerland's first 'synhetic stamp' was the  'Strubel' 1 Fr. gray-violet issue (Zumstein No. 27D). The 
new (2005) publication “Das Grosse Strubel Handbuch 2005” by Urs Hermann lists this stamp as 
27B2ge. He has divided the entire Strubel period into : Munich Printing (A) with 3 'periods' and 
Bern Printing (B) with 4 'periods'. His treatment is more realistic than previous publications (such 
as Hans Hunzicker's). Various examples are shown below.

The pigment used for a printing of this stamp was discovered by accident by an 18-year old English 
chemist,  William  Perkin,  while  trying  to  produce  synthetic  quinine  from  coal-tar  waste.  Quinine  (an 
alkaloid)  was  then  (1856)  the  only  satisfactory  treatment  for  malaria,  the  scourge  of  the  15th -  19th 

Centuries. It was only available by the extraction of cinchona tree bark from Peru and Bolivia.

In August, shortly after his 'discovery' of this 'mauve' (aniline purple) pigment, Perkin filed a patent after 
finding out that it was a 'new' colour which dyed silk, cotton and other fabrics quite well. Queen Victoria 
was often seen in mauve dresses ! To this time, all fabric dyes were natural products (indigo, madder, 
cochineal, woad, saffron, etc.) and were very expensive.

The entire Perkin family went  into business producing the first  of  the 'aniline'  dyes in late 1857, and 
became fairly wealthy within ten years.  However Perkin had failed to file the patent  abroad within 6 
months, and 'purple-like' dyes began to appear on the continent in early 1858. 19th Century espionage ! 

Research to date has shown that the Swiss Mint used this 'mauve' dye on at least one printing of the 1Fr. 
Stamp of the 'Strubel' issues of 1854 – 1862.

Printing using natural pigments (logwood-madder) February 1855 – 1857.

              5/5/58        13/6/60

Printing using the new synthetic mauve/aniline dye. Early 1858.
This aniline-derived pigment is extremely labile to light, heat and chlorine - containing water, therefore you 
can see degrees of fading/degradation of each stamp. Don't forget that these are 150 years old !

THE SOCIETY'S PACKET

Richard Akers, our Pacet Secretary writes : I am pleased to inform members that I have just received a 
large number of booklets of scarce Airmail vignettes, Poster stamps and Soldier stamps for circulation in 
the Packet. Please can I remind members that they are to confirm that they have telephoned ahead on 
the remittance advice note as requested by our insurers.
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DID YOU KNOW ?                                                                                             MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD

THAT   Gabra  V was  a  great  success,  with  high  attendance  especially  on  the  Friday  (The  official 
postcard is  shown at  the bottom of  the page).  There was a high proportion of  exhibits from outside 
Switzerland, but all were interesting, with many discussions to be seen. A lot to see and learn. Some 
excellent UPU 1900 collections were on display with unique material, and many others not usually seen. 
HPS Members Harlan Stone, Fred Pickard and Eric Lienhard were there, probably others too. Two new 
catalogues were presented at Gabra V - the 9th Edition of the Zumstein Ganzsachen (not the 11th as on 
the title page!), in blue cover for CHF 90.- and the remarkable 5 volume Postcard Catalogue by Martin 
Baer  of  the  Ganzsachen-Verein,  with  every  card  illustrated  in  colour  and  described  in  German  on 
separate loose-leaf pages. All card prices are in Vol. 5. The price of the Postcard Catalogue is CHF 250.- 
for the full set of 5. It is worth it for the club library, and libraries have a good discount I was told. 

THAT  in the Bern City Parliament there was also an UPU exhibition with remarkable historic photos of 
the various designs for the monument and of the winning model. Also world-wide philatelic collections, 
somewhat marred by the poor lighting. At the monument itself was a high level ceremony on the Friday 9th 

(World Post Day) to officially open the centenary celebrations in Bern, the only city to be a home to an UN 
organisation outside of New York, Geneva and Vienna.

THAT  the Swiss Special Stamp for the occasion is for the UPU organisation only, and is not valid for 
normal use. I have not bought it,  and think all these restricted issues should be abolished at last, or 
issued by the UN itself.

THAT  the Swiss Dealers Association introduced at their Rapperswil centenary show a new decoration, 
namely an attractive lapel pin,  the “Golden Dove” with a red background, for those publicising Swiss 
Philately. First recipient was Hans Erni for all the stamps and cancellations he has designed, the second 
Harlan Stone (very well deserved on both sides of the Atlantic) and then from England Joseph Hackmey 
for his well-presented, exceptional collection of Swiss classics.

THAT  in our library there is a copy of the 1861 edition of Murray's Switzerland (Book No. 436). I have a 
reprint of the first edition of 1838 and refer to it quite often, a remarkable description of Switzerland in 
those days. Try it to enjoy and learn a lot.

THAT  another book I constantly refer to is “Motivhandbuch Schweiz” by Earnst Schlunegger, 570 pages 
showing all Swiss stamps with descriptions in German from 1843 till 1990, written for thematic collectors, 
but useful to all. A similar work exists for Liechtenstein stamps from 1912 till 1984, including postcards.

THAT  one of the new Philatelic Bureau creations for booklet stamps is for Princess Lillifee with sparkling 
multi-coloured  tinsel  for  children.  It  brings  to  mind  that  a  century  ago  practically  every  PO circular 
threatened drastic action for those sprinkling such tinsel over greetings postcards, which as a powder was 
damaging other items, etc. I must add that today's tinsel is well stuck on, so they have learnt something 
since.

THAT  again I thank Markus Seitz for warning all ATM collectors that as Frama no longer makes their 
machines the red colour is no longer available, so that the SP has to supply units with black ink for all 
labels, as used for the pictorial issues. Now the older definitive with the tiny map of Switzerland in green 
will have the postmark frame and date in black instead of in red. All machines, starting in Geneva, will be 
modified in turn. The new paper will be printed by Cartor in France with the map in green but sharper. 
More details from www.atms.ch 

http://www.atms.ch/
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REPORT OF THE NORTHERN GROUP'S MEETING IN OCTOBER        DAVID HOPE

Northern Group report:  Because of  the unavailability of  the scheduled presentation for  October  Tony 
Hoyle  moved  his  presentation  on  'Historic  and  Architectural  Monuments  forward  from  November. 
Members present received a treat. Tony began by explaining that he got interested in architecture when 
he  studied  'History  of  Architecture'  at  school.  Collecting  Switzerland  has  provided  a  wide  range  of 
architectural subjects along with the monuments as well. Tony also pointed out that he was only showing 
items that he had seen himself on visits to Switzerland. As a result we were treated to three rounds on the 
topic  showing  that  Tony has  been  all  round  the  country.  He  began  with  a  round  on  buildings  and 
monuments showing the buildings definitives of the 1960s and 70s. These were shown on maximum 
cards and postmarks as well as the stamps. Tony also included photographs which he had taken himself, 
some showing the inside of the buildings where possible. Among the monuments included were the Rütli, 
the Tell monument in Altdorf and the Winkelried monument in Stans. Bridges were also included in this 
section with the Kapell bridge at Luzern prominent, including a photo of it on fire. This round finished with 
the Ballenberg Museum and various farmhouses. Round 2 dealt with castles. In particular Tony showed 
the Pro Patria issues once more illustrated with maximum cards, postmarks, postcards and photos as 
well as the stamps. The final round showed Churches and Cathedrals. Included here was St Gallen which 
Tony said  was  one  of  his  favourites.  Tony also  included  large  maps  of  Switzerland  on  which  were 
mounted the various stamps to show where the buildings and monuments were to be found. This was a 
beautifully presented and informative display showing what can be done with the topic. Tony was thanked 
by the Chairman, David Whitworth.

NEWS OF INTEREST

Browsing through the Autumn edition of  the journal of  the Association of British Philatelic Societies I 
noticed one or two items of news which may be of some interest to our members : Calling all postcard 
collectors  – the ABPS are thinking of introducing a Picture Postcard National Exhibition Class at Spring 
Stampex 2010 in the One-Frame Competition. 

The world stamp exhibition held in  Luoyang in  China on 10th -  16th April  this year attracted 600,000 
visitors. Dealers take note ! Some queued for up to five hours to see the items on display from the Royal 
Philatelic collection. A number of British exhibitors received Gold or Large Vermeil medals. 

Mablethorpe and Sutton Philatelic Society held a number of cup competitions recently including – 'Non-
specialised',  the 'Novelty Cup'  and 'Four  Sheets under  £5'.  Some ideas perhaps for  attracting more 
entries for your local society's competitions. 

Many collectors wishing to exhibit at the London 2010 Festival of Stamps (8th - 10th May) are going to be 
disappointed. There is only room to accommodate 2,500 frames to meet the demand for 5,000. The size 
of the venue, the Business Design Centre in Islington, means that those exhibits that will be displayed will 
do so in two instalments – Traditional, Revenues, Postal Stationery and One-frame classes on the first 
four days and Postal History, Aerophilately, Thematics and Youth classes on the last four days. Among the 
simultaneous exhibitions being held is one at the British Library arranged by the British Library Philatelic 
Collections. (Editor)
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