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S0ME ASPECTS OF POSTAL HISTORY IN THE JURA REGION                                  NEVILLE NELDER

      Fig. 1      Fig. 2

In a rash moment I offered to make a presentation to the Southern Group at Salisbury on the basis of 
'something to do with the Jura'.  I  then had to consider how I  might  best  present  such fragments of 
material as I had acquired over a period of about three years – a few years longer for my maternal family 
home town of Moutier.

The first question for me to answer was – what is 'the Jura' in this context ? Is it the 23rd Canton ? Is it the 
Jura  mountain  range,  which  stretches from the fringes of  Baselland to  a  point  well  to  the  south  of 
Neuchâtel ? Is there a third, more pragmatic definition ? I decided there was, basing my conclusion on the 
material available to me which, in turn, was based on my collecting whims of recent times. Canton Jura 
was too narrow a geographic definition, particularly as Moutier lies  beyond the boundary. The mountain 
range goes too far south into areas where I had deliberately avoided  acquiring material,  So the result 
was an arbitrary area which embraced Canton Jura and the north west parts of Canton Berne.

The next step was to review my available postal history items. Clearly they were not comprehensive, nor 
in depth for any particular area or subject, so a random set of snapshot subjects it  became plus my 
accumulation of material  for Moutier. I decided that these subjects would be – The Formation of Canton 
Jura ;  historic  postal  routes ;  railways  ;  airmail  ;  military items ;  festival  cards ;  stamps of  the Jura 
(including revenue and fiscal) ; the towns and villages of the Jura ; Moutier and District area and the 
Weissenstein mountain.

To some extent demographic and social history became a feature of the presentation, as I wanted to 
know how the formation of the Canton Jura came about and why the French speaking District of Moutier 
was not included within the canton. I have traced evidence of a separatist campaign for the formation of 
Canton Jura back to the 1940s. By 1950 seven districts in the region – all within Canton Berne – were 
officially recognised as populated by Jurassian people. The emblem was designed by an heraldic artist 
and was officially sanctioned by the Bernese Council in 1951, with seven red and white stripes (for the 
seven districts)  surmounted by a bishop's crozier.  Activists continued to campaign for  independence, 
designing and making use of a label in three languages (as in Fig. 1) and a companion label with the 
words (translated) “Believe in Switzerland; create a free Jura” (Fig. 2).
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     Fig. 3          Fig. 4

A national referendum was held in 1978 to determine the fate of a new canton. Three of the seven 
districts – Ajoie, Franches-Montagnes and Delemont – voted in favour, and Canton Jura officially came 
into  being on  1st January 1979,  embracing those three districts,  but  keeping the  seven-striped flag. 
Curiously,  the  'first  day'  cover  was issued on 25th September  1978 –  the day following the national 
referendum, but note Figure 3 which is dated 11th June 1978, emanating from the Passport Office of the 
Republic and Canton of the Jura. (footnote – a celebratory cancel was prepared for issue on 11th April 
1979, but not used, following 'local disagreements' resulting in its cancellation three days prior to issue - 
my thanks to the information from Michael Rutherfoord in 'Did You Know ?' Oct. 1978 and May 1979).   

My enquiries abut the rejection of Jura within the Moutier District led to an answer going back to the 
fleeing of the Huguenots from persecution in France in the late 1500s. They settled in the Moutier area 
and, being Calvinist Protestants, their religious affinity lay with the German- speaking Protestant people of 
Canton Berne. So for that reason nearly 400 years later they still voted to stay with Berne.

More  recently  discussions  have  continued,  at  national  and  local  level,  about  the  redrawing  of  the 
boundaries, but to no effect. The German – speaking  district was one of the original seven districts voting 
to  stay in  Canton  Berne,  and  remaining  so  until  a  decision  was  made in  1992  to  transfer  into  the 
Baselland Canton. Interestingly, in 1950, Laufen were issued with a cancel titled 'Laufen (Berner-Jura)'. 
The only example I have seen of a German version of the common 'Jura Bernois' (Fig. 4).

       Fig. 5      Fig. 6

In 1998, the people of Moutier district voted again on the question and failed by only 41 votes to change 
cantonal  allegiance.  At  a national  level  the debate was reopened in  2000,  with  one option being to 
incorporate  Neuchâtel  and district  within  the Jura  region,  but  this  too has,  for  the time being,  been 
rejected.
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And, of course, there is always one oddity – in this case the 71 strong commune of Vellerat. It is located 
in the mountains above Moutier and fell within that district, and so its fate in Canton Berne was apparently 
sealed, despite the inhabitants voting to join the Jura and its only access road coming in from the Jura. 
But  the  inhabitants  did  not  give  up  their  cause;  and  it  took  nearly  18  years,  much  lobbying  and 
bureaucracy, including the establishment of their own passport control, before their wishes were granted. 
(Fig. 5). 

And now for some philatelic commentary and illustrations in some of the subject areas.

The early express and postal routes were few and far between in the Jura owing to the difficulties caused 
by the topography, consisting mainly of limestone mountains riven by gorges. Records show only ten 
routes, most of which were operated once a day (with three of them running twice per day), operating 
between hotels and inns within the major centres of population. These routes commenced in the late 
1700s, but the first record of a timetable that I can find is for 1850 when the formal postal system was 
inaugurated. Coaches often ran through the night, and only the most significant routes were operated 
twice in twenty-four hours. Figure 6 shows a diligence with three horses outside the post office at La 
Chaux–de–Fonds in October 1892.

Gradually the iron road took over, starting in 1872, and by 1900 nearly all the important routes had been 
superseded, although the rail network was not completed until 1913.

Rail postal history for the area is not easy to come by, with only a few examples having come my way. I 
included such stamps as I have for the Jura Industrial Railway (seemingly built for passengers as much 
as for goods) even though it is technically out of my defined geographic area. And, of course, the strange 
case of the Tavennes – Tramelan railway, for which I have one of the stamps issued. Opened in 1884 to 
provide access to Tramelan from the main rail network, the route had to wait a further 29 years to extend 
through to Le Noirmont, with trains run by a separate company.

          Fig. 7    Fig. 8

As there was a paucity of airmail material for the region (due to there being no major airport and only 
three minor airports in the Jura) I concentrated on the celebratory flight from Les Rangiers – above St 
Ursanne and, just outside the area, the flying day festival at Granges close to Soleure – both held in 
1924. The most interesting element of the Les Rangiers mail is that the vignette has no less than five 
varieties. Figure 7 shows that vignette, but the card is an odd item in that the vignette is affixed but it was 
never sent by air, and was posted by surface mail a day later, without a stamp. Did it miss the flight ?

Finally, I showed two incoming items – a card and a cover – carried by Zepplin from Vaduz to Lausanne 
in 1931 which have the special cancel for that flight. They completed their journey at Moutier and are a 
rare airmail feature of my collection.

Searching through the catalogue for stamps that could represent the Jura proved challenging with less 
than a dozen qualifying – surely a disproportionately small representation for an area of 840 sq. kms. with 
a population of 69,000, as compared to the country as a whole. Municipal revenue stamps were more 
rewarding, with most of them coming from a source in America.
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About a dozen communities – some of them being surprisingly small – created an issue, but I have been 
unable to establish their reasons for wishing to issue such stamps. Many are uninspired in design and 
colour – presumably to keep costs down – but,  for  example,  the commune of Court  did produce an 
attractive issue – undated (Fig. 8).

Turning to cancels for post offices throughout the area, few out-going postal items seem to emerge as 
relatively few tourists visit the region. Commercial mail is more available due to the watch-making industry 
in the area, and it has produced some interesting material which I was able to exhibit.

A study of village names shows how common is the prefix 'Cour ….' (a yard or court) and the suffix '…. 
vilier' (from an old word 'villare', a village) in the Jura area. I still have a long way to go to acquire a full set 
for the Canton.

I have only a few military items, but those that I have are unusual. Festival cards have proved to be 
interesting although again not many have come my way. Finally I examined the material which I had 
collected for Moutier and its immediate surrounding area. One feature is the number of official covers 
produced there. It is the administrative headquarters of the District, ranging over formal offices dealing 
with  such aspects  as  unemployment,  debt  recovery,  registry  office,  land  registration  and  tourism.  In 
common with many other towns and resorts in the country – I suspect – the production of cards was 
popular between 1880 and 1915 with a profusion depicting Moutier town and of the gorge to the north of 
the town (see Figs. 9 and 10).

Fig. 9   Fig. 10

One item of interest is on a later card which bears a red cachet (A252 in the catalogue – see Fig. 11) for a 
philatelic exhibition held at Moutier on 22nd/23rd April 1939 – 'Exposition Philatelique, Moutier'. I have not 
been able to find out more about this exhibition or why it was held. Any information please to the Editor for 
onward transmission. 

Fig. 11    Fig. 12

I have been able to identify fourteen different  types of  cancel for Moutier,  commencing in 1819 – in 
German –  with  a  number  of  variations  on  the  double  ring  cancel  and  a  straight  line  strike.  I  have 
transposed these onto two sheets so that ready comparison can be made.   

I finish this article at the top of a local mountain, the Weissenstein. It hosts a health resort hotel which 
boasted a nice cachet. Fig. 12 shows the cachet and the cancellation for the mountain, there being no 
other  dwellings  in  the  vicinity.  Whilst  I  cannot  hope to refer  to  all  the  material  which  I  displayed  at 
Salisbury, I have tried to give some insight and background to it. I hope that I have been successful.
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REPORT OF THE NORTHERN GROUP'S MEETING IN NOVEMBER 2009                          DAVID HOPE

“Members' Choice” was the subject of the November meeting of the Northern Group. As usual with this 
subject a variety of material was shown. David Hope began with a presentation of the Europa issues from 
1957 to 2008. Apart from the stamps, he also showed a number of the issues used on cards and covers 
to show their postal use. Norton Wragg then showed a number of the Pro Patria stamps used on cards 
and covers including registered, nachnamme and express. A highlight was a cover to a Swiss member of 
the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission in Korea - not common. Michael Proctor showed a variety of 
items including Pro Patria, a Pro Juventute cover postmarked three days before the official issue date in 
1971, a Tell Boy 5c. green with 'F' instead of the second 'E' in Helvetia. An unusual item was a 5c. printed 
matter envelope handstamped 30.11.34. with a machine cancel of  13.4.35 !  Finally he showed three 
sheets of Courvoisier Trial Prints. Tony Hoyle then gave a presentation entitled 'The Rhine'. Gathering 
together items from various parts of his collection, he illustrated the course of the Rhine from its origin to 
Basel through stamps, postal stationery, cards, postcards, cancellations and his own photos. Ian Gilchrist 
showed some covers franked with pairs of stamps of similar design such as the Helvetia 10c. of 1907 and 
1909. Also a half sheet of booklet stamps for general use in post offices. Philip Vaughan showed aspects 
of  Canton  Bern  illustrated  with  stamps,  postmarks  and  postcards.  Finally  David  Colman  showed 
examples of the Bela Sekula stamps of the 1930s which he had found in a stock book purchased at 
auction along with a selection of postage due stamps with examples on cover. All in all a very interesting 
meeting.

REPORT  OF THE SOUTHERN GROUP'S MEETING IN OCTOBER 2009                    HENRY TOWERS

This meeting,  lead by Derek and Ruth Dawson was held on the 11th Anniversary to  the day of  the 
founding of the 'Southern Group'. Like the inaugural meeting in Wimbourne (attended by five people) the 
20 members and their partners were confronted with heavy rain as they made their way towards the 
familiar, welcoming sight of the Clovelly Hotel in Salisbury.

Our amiable host, Fred Hoadley began proceedings by introducing the main presentations by Ruth and 
Derek Dawson. Ruth's topic was 'My Heimat' – a fine collection of covers, cards, photographs and other 
documents from the Prättigau, a valley in Graübunden, north west of Klosters. Unfrequented by tourists, 
this  was  a  charming  land  of  meadows  and  woodland  with  the  high  peaks  as  background,  of  tiny 
settlements and isolated farmsteads. Here Ruth grew up, helping with hay making, etc. It must have been 
a very happy childhood. Her fine display of philatelic material and related items, delightfully presented – 
even  a  marriage  certificate  –  showed  a  most  impressive  array  of  straight-line  cancels  from  the 
settlements dotted along the main valley : places like Saas, Jenaz and Kublis, and other features, like 
Maillart's 1930 magnificent concrete bridge at Schiers, (see Z280 Pro Patria), an internationally important 
structure,  but  which  according to  Ruth  leads  virtually  nowhere  !  It  was  a  good  example  of  how an 
outstanding collection can be made of a relatively small area. Doubtless her own children will be delighted 
with it.

After lunch came Derek's magnificent display of Swiss Hotel Posts. He explained that he only collected 
material from hotels which had actually charged for postage. He began with stamps from Rigi-Kaltbad, 
the first hotel to produce its own stamps and from which he even had one of the original cut-outs and then 
on to  Rigi-Scheideck  and Rigi-Kulm –  but  these were  not  just  single  stamps but  whole  blocks  and 
occasionally sheetlets …. mouthwatering stuff for HPS members ! Also shown, amongst many others, 
were the scarce examples of the 5c. Green of the Hotel du Mont Prosa, on the St. Gotthard (a hairy drive 
to find it, said Derek) and the charming Edelweiss and Ribbons design for Kurort Stoos in various colours, 
to name but a few items. It really was a privilege to view this outstanding collection.

After members had shown their contributions, Claude Mistely gave an admirable and richly deserved vote 
of thanks to Ruth and Derek for a wholly enriching day. Sadly this was the last occasion that we shall be 
meeting at the 'Clovelly' – to be converted into holiday flats, we hear. They have been kind hosts over the 
years and we wish them well. Details of the new venue are set out on Page 92 of the December edition.
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HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWS

A FOND FAREWELL TO THE ''DID YOU KNOW ?'' COLUMN

Michael Rutherfoord began writing this very popular column in the Newsletter in 1972. Since then it has 
appeared without fail 12 times a year. Sadly his last “Did You Know ?” appeared last month. Michael was 
awarded Honorary Life Membership of the Society several years ago in recognition of his services to our 
members.  Messages of appreciation from some of our 'senior members' are set out below :

Tony Hoyle, our Immediate Past President - ' When I received a letter from your editor asking me to write 
a few lines about Michael Rutherfoord's contributions to the Newsletter the first thing I did was to look 
back through my copies to see if I could find when he wrote his first “Did You Know ?”. As far as I can find, 
his first column was in the June 1972 issue, but I am sure that I shall be corrected if I am wrong. During 
the  following  37  years  he  has  provided  members  with  an  amazing  amount  of  information  about 
Switzerland and Swiss Philately and has always been ready to answer members' questions.

I first met Michael in Luzern in 1983 and have seen him many times since and have found him only too 
ready to tell me about his researches and events of interest in Switzerland. I only wish I could remember 
only half of what he has told me. What I can say, however, is that his “Did You Know ?” columns have 
certainly allowed me to say that “I Do Know” about many things which I would probably not have heard 
anything about. On behalf of all members of Helvetia, I would like to thank him for all he has done for the 
Society over the years and extend to him our very best wishes for the future.'

Claude Mistely,  our  President  –  Michael  has  always  been  very generous in  partaking  his  extensive 
knowledge to fellow collectors in the UK, USA and Switzerland. I particularly recall a visit to Zürich where 
Michael introduced me to a number of sites that I had never seen before. Although he is an expert on 
many subjects from Classic Swiss through to Pro Aero Flights and beyond, his column will perhaps best 
be remembered for the results of his meticulous research into the modern operation of the PTT/Swiss 
Post and the complexities of computerised postal systems. He deserves a medal for this work alone.   

David Hope, our Chairman – 'I have always looked forward to reading Michael's column. So many varied 
snippets of information that complement the 'heavier' content of the longer articles. It is good to see that 
many of them are on the Society's website and accessible to a wider audience in the future. A fitting 
'thank you' to Michael.'

Eric Lienhard, our Vice-Chairman - “Every now and then the unthinkable happens – no more “Did You 
Know ?” from Michael every month. We shall slowly sink into ignorance, no longer knowing !! To my great 
regret, I've not been fortunate enough to meet Michael in person very often, but on those occasions I've 
been spellbound by the range of knowledge imparted. Michael is unfailingly helpful, despite his workload, 
and a treasured friend. A very sincere 'Thank You' Michael – but I'm not giving up on you !'

Michael intends to send in occasional articles on the results of his latest research, as he has always 
done, but perhaps at a more leisurely pace. On a personal note, Michael has been a great friend and help 
to me in the two and a half years that I have been your Editor. We all owe him a great deal.

If any Members can send in short items of ''philatelic news from Switzerland” perhaps gleaned from their 
reading  of  French  or  German-language  journals  (with  acknowledgements),  it  would  be  very  much 
appreciated. We have a 'big gap' to fill. (Editor)



January  2010      HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER       Page 7

CEDRIC DRY – AN OBITUARY                                                                                           IAN GILCHRIST

It is with great sadness we have to announce the death of our member Cedric Dry MA on 24th November 
2009 aged 73 after a long illness, bravely borne. After gaining his Master of Arts he found his career as an 
art teacher in painting and sculpture and as a fine craftsman in furniture making. Many pieces adorn his 
and his daughters' homes today. Shortly after his marriage to Valerie, his wife of fifty years, they moved to 
Hong Kong where they both taught a range of subjects. Cedric's father, an antique dealer, led him to 
collect many things including Chinese antiques and Greek coins. In particular he formed a magnificent 
collection of Old Jade and Chinese stamps and postal history. On his return to the UK he taught locally in 
York and built a collection of that city's postal history. As a teacher, he began to collect British school 
attendance medals and in 1992 he published a book on the subject that has since become the definitive 
work.

A severe back injury forced him into early retirement in 1989. Whilst he was in constant pain, he was then 
able to concentrate on his love of philately including Austria, Sardinia, French colonies and Great Britain 
where he specialised in Penny Blacks and Reds and Two-penny Blues all with the letters “CD” (and yes 
the £5 Orange). 

About ten years ago Cedric decided that he needed a new country to collect and purchased a packet of 
300 Swiss. He found them so interesting that he telephoned the dealer and ordered another 700. His 
Swiss collection was born. He then contacted Dennis Cairns, the Northern Region Secretary at the time, 
and  joined  our  society.  Over  the  next  nine  years  Cedric  formed  many  Swiss  collections,  the  main 
strengths  being  the  Helvetica  Republic  and  subsequently  all  the  Swiss  Cantons,  Rayons  including 
reconstructed plates and Standing Helvetia. The Northern Group had the pleasure on many Saturdays to 
see his specialist collections including “Strubels” based on Herbert Brach's book (probably the first in the 
UK and maybe in the world); “Napoleon and Switzerland”; “Route Marks”; “The Fischer Post” and two 
displays of forgeries.

Cedric had a particular method of displaying and presenting that gave all members the opportunity to fully 
understand the subject on display. Whilst a quiet and reserved person, he never hesitated in imparting 
knowledge to others in a kind and friendly way. He always asked for comments on what he showed, 
knowing that one of the joys of philately is that there is always something new to learn. He was not a pot 
hunter, he just enjoyed sharing his stamps and covers with others. However, his displays won a number 
of the Society's trophies including the Moore Bowl for his “5Rp Strubel” and the Annual Cup Competition 
for “The Forgeries of the Geneva 5 Centimes of 1849” in April 2002.

Cedric's final philatelic challenge was a study of the forgeries of the Swiss Cantonal and Federal issues, 
sections of which he has shown to a number of the Society's members. The way in which these 400+ 
pages were presented led to the members asking if his collection could be recorded and made available 
to help them and others to identify genuine and forged stamps. This request resulted in Cedric giving the 
Society the right to publish details of his collection. It is hoped to start work soon on this major project to 
make his forgery collection available on DVD in 2010.

The world has lost a gentleman a great father, an artist and a dedicated philatelist who will be missed in 
many parts of the world. Cedric leaves his widow Val, two daughters and three grandchildren who, I know, 
will expand some of his magnificent collections.

HEINZ KATCHER

Members will be very sorry to hear of the death in December of the well-known philatelic dealer and good 
friend  of  the  Society,  Heinz  Katcher  (The  Amateur  Collector  Ltd.  and  its  publication  “The  Swiss 
Philatelist”). A full obituary will appear in the February edition.

FUTURE REGIONAL MEETINGS

Northern Group – Saturday 9th January 2010 commencing at 2.00.p.m. - “Cancellations” - Bob Medland in 
Corporation Mill, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire.  Southern Group – Saturday 20th February. London Group - 
Wednesday 14th April – further details in the December (P. 92) and September (P.74) 2009 editions of the 
Newsletter. P.S. Our member, Fred Hoadley, will be giving a presentation on Swiss Philately subjects at 
Chichester Philatelic Society in West Sussex on 22nd February 2010.
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WISHING A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL

THE SOCIETY'S ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING – SATURDAY 17  th   – SUNDAY 18  th   APRIL 2010   

Peter Vonwiller writes - Details of this event along with a booking form were sent out with the December 
Newsletter  and a number of  bookings have already (early December)  been received.  It  would make 
planning so much easier if those of you who are still thinking about it would please make your booking 
without too much further delay. If you live near to Oxford and/or are unable to attend on both days we 
would be very pleased to see you for the Saturday (incl. the AGM and Society Dinner) or Sunday events.

Members travelling by train – if you would contact the Honorary Secretary (contact details at the top of 
Page  1  of  the  Newsletter)  letting  him  know  date  and  time  of  arrival  at  Oxford  railway  station, 
arrangements will be made for you to be met and conveyed by car to the Oxford Belfry Hotel.

Oxford has many attractions, but car parking is not one of them! Therefore for those partners wanting to 
visit the city on Saturday or Sunday, arrangements will be made to provide transport to the nearest “Park 
and Ride” facility. Those seeking B & B accommodation can, if they wish, contact the Honorary Secretary 
who will be pleased  to provide addresses.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Stanley Gibbons Ltd. has published the 7th Edition of their Part 8 Italy and Switzerland Catalogue and has 
very kindly provided the Society a complimentary copy for our Library. A full review will appear in the 
February edition of the Newsletter. If you wish to have your own copy, let the HPS Editor know. If there 
are 10 or more members interested then we would be entitled to a 10% reduction on the retail price of 
£42.50 per copy.

“The Internment of Foreign Military in Switzerland 1859, 1871 and 1916 – 1919.” by Georges Schilds. 
Further details on  g.schild@datacomm.ch A detailed report  will  appear in the February edition of the 
Newsletter.

The December 2009 edition of the British Swiss Railway Society's journal includes a short  article by 
Michael Farr on “Swiss Post and the Little Red One” (stamps related to the Rhätische Bahn).

….... and don't forget the new, 4-volume edition of the SVPS's Handbook of Swiss Machine Cancellations 
by Giovanni Balimann which was published in December and referred to in the last “Did You Know ?”. 

PRO  PATRIA CATALOGUE -  I  have  sent  out  a  number  of  copies  of  Müller's  copiously  illustrated 
catalogue of Pro Patria items. I still have one left, so could the member who ordered and is expecting 
one, please remind me who he or she is and I will forward it a.s.a.p. Many thanks and apologies. (Editor).

TO ALL  ART LOVERS - Those members who live near Liverpool might like to visit Tate Liverpool where 
there is an exhibition on display until the 10th January 2010 entitled “Joyous Machines : Michael Landy 
and Jean Tinguely”  supported by the Swiss Arts  Council,  Prohelvetia.  Jean Tinguely's  designs have 
appeared on three Swiss stamps – Z 749, Z 769 (jointly with France)  and W 73 (Pro Sport) and the 
Liechtenstein stamp Z 1026.

STAMPEX - A One-Frame Exhibition (including Postcards) will be held at Spring Stampex in the Business 
Design Centre (BDC), Islington, London on 24th - 27th February 2010 The deadline for the receipt of entry 
forms is the 15th January. 
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