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HOTEL POST                                                                                                                  DEREK DAWSON

This is a description of some of the superb material presented by Derek at the afternoon session of the  
HPS Southern Group at its meeting in Salisbury on 24th October 2009. (Editor)

                                                                              Fig. 1

Ruth and I have been collecting Hotel Post for 25 years. Our collection is based only on those hotels who 
charged a fee to carry the mail down from the mountains to the valley post offices. The scarcity of much 
of this material, high prices and forgeries has caused frustration, but perseverance has enabled us to 
build a collection that, I believe, rivals any that can be seen.

We wish to acknowledge the great help that we have had from specialist dealers and fellow collectors 
such as Stuart MacKenzie, Michael Rutherfoord, Fred Pickard, Pierre Kottelat and Zino Inderbizin, a 
specialist  in  Rigi  postmarks.  Within the collection are items from specialist  collectors such as Frank 
Bulstrode and Dr. Lehman. Sadly we were out-bid for five items from Mrs. Alma Lee's collection sold 
through Rapp in Wil CH.

I  have  two  particularly  useful  tips  for  my fellow members  regarding  Hotel  Stamps.  First,  seize  the 
moment if you see something you need for your collection and secondly, obtain valid certificates if you 
are investing in expensive items.

Prior to 1850, long distant travel was confined to a small group of wealthy and hardy souls. A journey 
from England to Switzerland could take up to eighteen days. With the coming of steam trains the journey 
was down to eighteen hours via Paris to Geneva.  Families came to see the Alps,  often staying for 
several weeks to enjoy the views, the dry air, walking and even climbing.

Tourists began to arrive in Luzern where entrepreneurs soon began to provide the infrastructure to look 
after them. A prime example was the development of facilities on the Rigi where the first hotel was built 
of  wood in  1816 on the Kulm (1,800 metres).  Shortly after  this,  in  1825,  the first  Rigi  Kaltbad was 
erected. Given that all the materials had to be transported up from the valley by donkeys and horse and 
cart the development was a great feat. The logistics of catering and getting guests to the hotel were no 
easier, as the journey from the lakeside was three hours walk or ride.

HELV  PHIL  SOC  NEWSL.   63  rd   year  No. 5  pp  35 - 42  London  May  2010  ISSN 0951 – 0001  



Page  36       HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER       May  2010

In 1871 the first mountain railway routes opened. One came from Arth and the other from Vitznau. In 
1873 another from the Rigi Staffel went across to the Rigi Scheideck and the Klösterli. The resultant 
expansion of  the hotels was dramatic. There was, as it were, a 'hotel dynasty' on the Rigi with the Bürgi 
family on the Kulm, the Segessers at the Kaltbad, the Müllers at the Scheideck. and the Schreibers at 
the Staffel and later at the Kulm. At the height of their success there were over 2,000 beds available in 
these hotels alone.

                                     Fig. 2                                                                               Fig. 3

1. The Rigi Area (1800)

In 1864 the federal post office granted the hotels permission to create their own stamps and charge 
guests to carry the post down to the nearest post office. Prior to this it is very likely that a charge was 
made, but only hotel cachets are known. We have three of these from 1856 - one from the Kaltbad down 
to Weggis, one from the Rigi Scheideck which went down to Gersau and one from the Kulm down to ART 
(which later became Arth). The cover shown in Fig. 2 is from the Pilatus collection and has one of the 
earliest private cancellations from the Rigi Kulm together with the federal cancellation from ART.

Our collection of Kaltbad stamps, which were first issued in 1864, includes examples of forgeries and the 
first imperforated stamps in single stamp strips and two blocks of nine and some of the later-issued, 
perforated stamps one of which has a Kaltbad postmark on it. The first hotel on the Rigi Kulm was built in 
1816 by Martin Bürgi. It became very popular and in 1846 his sons completely rebuilt it with the heavy 
stone which features in so many of the postcards. The new hotel catered for up to 130 guests. The 
owners began issuing stamps in 1870 showing a charge of 10 Rp. We have examples of four of the five 
designs in differing printings and a mint block of twenty (which we found in Chur) as well as various hotel 
cancels and cachets on cards. 

There was a famous, major sale of Hotel Post items at an exhibition held at the Rigi Kulm in 1944. A 
number of the, probably forged, items had a RIGI KULM cancel applied to two telegraph stamps. If you 
are ever offered one of  these,  our advice is  'buyers beware'.  If  it  looks too good to be true then it 
probably is !

In  1883 the Federal  post  office issued a letter  which withdrew permission for  hotels  to use stamps 
showing a denomination or Franco on mail from their hotels. Most of the hotels created new stamps 
which adhered to the instructions but then became vignettes for advertising. Our material from the Rigi 
Staffel is  unfortunately confined to a postcard and two different Schreiber cachets. The only circular 
stamps, of which a few exist, are beyond our collecting budget. Fig. 1 shows the postcard which has a 
No. 1 Rigi Kulm stamp of 1885, the message 'Gruss aus Schreibers Hotel' and a date stamp of 26-IV-
1898 Vitznau to Birkenhead.  Also,  on its reverse,  is  the large oval Hotel  post  mark of  Dr.  Friedrich 
Schreiber.

In contrast, the Rigi Scheideck is well represented including : a set of postmarked stamps in the pink, 
green and blue colours from 1868; several old postcards from the hotel; examples of the revised 'Pigeon 
Stamps' of 1880 in blue and pink (which were issued after a change of ownership) and a block of the 
pink stamps (the whole original block is believed to be one hundred stamps made in two halves of 5 x 
10). The Rigi Klosterli had no stamps but we do have a cachet of the Schreiber Brothers.
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2. Kurort Stoos above Brunnen

This hotel is represented in our collection with examples of the 1874 stamp No. 2 and the No. 3 red and 
green in blocks of twenty and blue having one stamp taken from the block. Several of these stamps have 
the hotel cachet and one has Brunnen post office marks of 1878 which was an error. Fig 3 shows a 
postcard of 1882 from the hotel to Gersau with the lovely “Müller-Camenzind” postmark perfectly centred 
on the No. 5 hotel stamp. Brunnen post office have applied their post mark perfectly, as has the receiving 
office in Gersau. This fine example appears in the book on Hotel Post illustrated from the Dr. Lehman 
collection before his death. In 1888/95 Stoos had a new Edelweiss design and cachet of which we have 
five of the known colours.

                                  Fig. 4                                                                                  Fig. 5

3. Hotel Pension Sonnenberg – Engelberg

The first stamps showing a view of the hotel were introduced in 1874. It is uncertain that a charge was 
made for the delivery of each issue to the post office as Engelberg had its own post office from 1848 with 
a Federal Service to Lucerne. The stamps were printed in black on various coloured papers including 
white, yellow, green, rose, buff and violet. We are lucky enough to have examples of No. 1 (black on 
white paper, 13½ perforations) on a postcard dated 21. VIII.1880. with the stamp cancelled by the post 
office in Germany (see Fig. 4) and a mint copy of No. 8 – black on yellow paper with 11½ perforations. 
   
4.Hotel Belalp (2,137 m.)

This hotel was situated above Brig by the side of the Aletsch Glacier. We have a postcard of the hotel 
dated 1949 which tells of the guest having to ride on a mule for part of the way up. We also have a 
comprehensive  collection  of  all  three  stamp  issues  in  all  their  colours  from 1873  to  1880.  All  are 
imperforate. We once found a perforated version of one of these stamps. We thought that we had made 
our fortune until we received a charming letter from Mr. Katcher telling us that it was a forgery, of which 
he had a full set of the colours.

5 Maderanertal (Hotel Alpenclub) (1,354 m.)

This  hotel,  sited  in  a  particularly  picturesque location,  was  first  established by a  family  of  amateur 
climbers who needed to be high to make early starts to tackle the higher peaks. The hotel is still there 
and has been renovated.  We have taken our own colour photos of  part  of  the interior,  evoking the 
romantic world of early alpinism. All  the stamps the owners issued were blue.  The first  four issues, 
starting  in  1870,  were  imperforate.  In  1880  came the  first  perforated  stamps  of  which  we  have  a 
complete  mint  block.  To  comply  with  PO  rules  the  stamp  designs  were  changed  in  1884  and  no 
denomination was included, but the three following issues all included the words “EXTRA DIENST” which 
means additional charge.  As well  as examples of  some of  the stamps,  we have several  cards with 
straight line cancels from the hotel.

6. St Gotthard – Hotel du Mont Prosa (2,114 m.)
 
The owner of this hotel was Felix Lombardi from Airolo, and a carriage charge was made from the top of 
the Gotthard to the post office in Airolo. The first stamp issued in 1882 showed a denomination and must 
have been delivered just before the rules changed. Our examples include a green tête-bêche pair and 
also a corner copy. 1884 brought a new design in claret followed by a very dark brown. (Continued at the 
bottom of Page 40)
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THE FORBIDDEN STAMPS OF SWITZERLAND                                            MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD

In 1874 the Universal Postal Union (UPU) was founded to regulate the international posts in all details. 
One of  the simplifications was to have the colour of the definitive stamp, whatever the value, indicate the 
service, namely green for printed matter, red for postcards and blue for letters of the first weight step in 
the international mails only. This would help sorting and preparing the mail and for checking that the 
postage was correct. But various countries, the USA and Greece for instance, had issued numbers of 
special stamps to commemorate local events, so that at the 5th UPU Congress held in Washington in 
1897 it was decided to ban such 'Jubilee' stamps in other colours with limited sales and validity periods 
from the international posts, as they would cause unnecessary confusion in the handling of those mails 
(Article 11).

1. The “UPU” Issue of 1900
Who was to break this rule first ? None other than the UPU itself ! From Bern, the seat of the UPU 
organisation,  and with the connivance of the Swiss Post it was proposed to celebrate the 1900 meeting 
in Bern, called to decide on the monument to be erected in Bern to commemorate 25 years of the UPU, 
by the issue of 3 special stamps ! A letter was sent to all member countries asking them to accept these 
“forbidden” stamps, and apparently none objected. In haste the Swiss printed their first 3 commemorative 
stamps and a pair of postcards. Zumstein Nos. 77, 78 and 79 (5, 10 and 25c - Fig 1) and postcards Nos. 
31 (Fig 2) and 32 (5 and 10c) all issued on the 2nd July 1900. Sales and validity  until 31.12.1900.
                         

                                         Fig. 1                                                               Fig. 2

At least all  the colours were correct and no philatelists objected. It  was the haste which caused the 
innumerable printing errors, to the joy of many collectors.

At the 6th UPU Congress held in 1906 in Rome the delegates upheld the restriction on “Jubilee” stamps.

2. The “Pro Juventute” Issues (Fig 3)
The  next  clash  with  the  UPU started  when  the  Swiss  Post  was  asked  by  the  newly  formed  “Pro 
Juventute” charity to issue stamps having a surcharge for their benefit (following the Danish non-postal 
Christmas  labels).  At  first  these  vignettes  were  put  on  sale  at  10c  each  from the  14th to  the  31st 

December, but without postal value. For international use they were supposed to be at the back only, and 
some countries returned them when used on the front, see Table 1.

 Fig. 3
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For the next  issue in  1913 postal  stamps without  showing the surcharge were planned.  Suspecting 
trouble the PO asked all UPU countries to accept these non-UPU stamps, but only 6 agreed. After the 
start of the First World War Russia and Bavaria withdrew their support. Sales during December only, 
validity 3 months till 1915, then 5 months.

Table 1 “Pro Juventute”

 
3. The “Peace” Issue of 1919
In November 1918 the First World War ended and Switzerland issued a set of 3 commemorative stamps 
(Fig. 4) and one postcard (Fig. 5), on 1st August 1919 “for inland use only”, but mentioned in the Circular 
that all UPU countries had been asked to accept them. Only 19 of them did so, see Table 2. Sales until 
31st December.1919. validity till 30th April 1920.

                                    Fig. 4                                                                        Fig. 5

Table 2 “Peace”
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It became very clear that most countries had more pressing problems at that time than checking the 
validity of Swiss stamps, so that such “illegal” covers were seldom noticed or taxed, although all Swiss 
postmasters were directly informed in 1916, '17 and '18 to mark all such covers with the large “T” as 
usual, as required by the UPU rules for non- or underpaid items. Clearly this instruction was not carried 
out. This has made it difficult for collectors to recognise such covers and, if taxed, to realise the reason. 
Such taxed covers are therefore rare, but essential to prove that the UPU rules had been followed.

At the 7th UPU Congress held in 1920 in Madrid all such restrictions were removed from the international 
mails. 

Although not forbidden, the 1843 Cantonals (Z1 to 8), Transitionals (Z9 to 12) and Federals (Z13 to 20) 
of 1852 could not be used for foreign countries, as there was neither name, nor head of state shown for 
identification. This was corrected in 1854 with the allegorical figure of Helvetia and in 1862 with the 
addition of the Latin name of the multi-lingual state “Helvetia”, which still causes some confusion.

The above relates to what  happened in Switzerland, but  other countries had the same problem. By 
checking the catalogues one can see which commemorative stamps should not  have been allowed 
during these 20 years, and then the searching for examples can begin. Robert Wightman of Winterthur 
has found many examples and his large collection received Gold in Bellinzona in 2008 and also in Zürich 
in 2009, as well as attracting much attention from philatelists.

My thanks to the staff of the PTT Historical Archive in Bern for their help. “First published in the Berner  
Briefmarken  Zeitung  in  January  2010  in  German.  Here  by  permission,  in  English  with  the  original  
illustrations.”

HOTEL POST (Continued from Page 37)                                                                        DEREK DAWSON

7.Pioratal – Hotel Pension Piora (1,942 m.)

This hotel was also owned by Felix Lombardi. The first blue stamp was issued in 1882 and shows the the 
hotel with the Fossbach on the right hand side and the charge (5) to take letters to Airolo. The very first 
were imperforated (possibly samples) submitted by the printers. They were followed by the revised issue 
(view of the hotel  beside the Ritmosee, without the charge) in 1887 in claret and finally dark brown. Our 
collection includes examples of  all  three stamps on postcards with straight  line cancels and circular 
cancels.  Fig 5 shows a postcard with Federal  stamp dated 1.IX.  89.  Airolo together  with  the newly 
designed claret hotel stamp with a hotel cachet and an arrival cancellation for Dresden. The hotel was 
taken down in 1951 when a dam was put up in Piora and the lake extended for hydro-electric power. At 
the same time a funicular was built which is the steepest in Europe at 87.5%. 

We visited  the  Gotthard  and  Piora  last  year  and  plan  to  visit  Belalp  this  year.  It  is  a  collection  in 
progress ! 

Footnote - Our President, Claude Mistely, closed the meeting in Salisbury with a vote of thanks to Derek  
and Ruth. He said that : “he had learnt a great deal from their fascinating and exceptionally presented  
display. It was a real 'tour de force' on a very specialist field where material in such good condition was 
in very short  supply.  It  had been a privilege to see one of the finest displays of Hotel Post outside  
Switzerland”.(Editor)
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REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE NORTHERN GROUP IN MARCH 2010                     DAVID HOPE

The Northern Group were pleased to welcome Bob Medland for his presentation on 'Cancellations'. Bob 
began by explaining that he had based this collection on the A & E standard work on cancellations. To 
start  with  he showed various  cancels  showing  origins  and routes  or  special  service  charges.  Then 
followed PD marks for foreign mail along with PP for internal mail, later used for discounts on bulk mail. 
Cross border mail was then shown. Next came a variety of handstamps for postage due including the 
large 'T' and 'T' in circle. In particular he showed the small landscape issue of 1948 with 'T' in circle 
handstamps which are rare. Then came Taxe Perçue marks and Annulé marks. Finally the first round 
was completed with some official mail including a letter of 1869  to a local catholic priest referring to 
Pope Pius IX's remission of sins  announcement – referred to in his article in the April edition of the 
Newsletter. In the second round Bob showed a variety of straightline cancels from various places along 
with examples of  Ticino ovals.  These were followed by box cancels  from places such as Bern and 
Montreux. Then came examples of the Elzevir single circle type of cancel, the double circle with cross in 
circle at the base and some Geneva bulge cancels. Finally came some examples of TPOs. All in all this 
was superb material, well written up and displayed. Bob was thanked by chairman, David Whitworth, for 
an excellent presentation enjoyed by all  present.  (The report  of  the April  meeting will  appear in the 
Newsletter next month. The new season of the Northern Group will begin in September 2010 – details to 
follow in due course.)

LONDON 2010 FESTIVAL OF STAMPS

There  is  still  time for  you  to  make arrangements  to  attend one  or  more  of  the  venues where  this 
international event is taking place. Although it is intended as a year-long celebration the key highlights 
are taking place in London in May. The main exhibition, the London 2010 International Stamp Exhibition 
with competitive displays to view and over 150 postal authorities' and dealers' stands to visit runs from 8th 

to 15th May at the Business Design Centre 52, Upper Street, Islington, London N1. Being an international 
event, there should be many foreign dealers in attendance. There are also 100 dealers expected to be at 
'Philatex Extra' on May 5th and 6th in the Royal Horticultural Halls – an international stamps and covers 
show  with  emphasis  on  postal  history.  Other  major  attractions  which  may have  some  interest  to 
collectors of Swiss-related material include special exhibitions at the British Library Philatelic Collections 
(96 Euston Road, London NW1 - running from 1st February 2010 throughout the year, including 'The 
British Library Philatelic Rarities') and at the British Postal Museum and Archive (Phoenix Place, London 
WC1 – Open weekend  29th/30th May including 'Treasures from the Archive', details of other events and 
openings are available from the Museum). The key exhibition of the Festival is entitled 'Empire Mail : 
George V and the GPO' at the Guildhall Art Gallery, Guildhall Yard, London EC2 from 7th May to 25th July. 
The ABPS are involved in a host of more local or specialist events throughout the year, including displays 
in Aberdeen and Bletchley Park, – see http://www.london 2010.org.uk for further details.

See : http://www.london2010.org.uk/component/content/article/39/96partners for full details.

If  you  miss  all  this  'Thematix',  the  national  thematic  exhibition,  takes  place  at  the  Stoop  Memorial 
Ground, Twickenham, London (home of Harlequins Rugby Club) on 2nd and 3rd July 2010. And, if you still 
have some resources left over, there is 'Lunaba', taking place in Luzern from  3rd to 5th September 2010 
(see www.lunaba.ch). 

I notice that in the latest issue of 'Focus on Stamps' the PTT intend to attend stamp fairs and exhibitions 
abroad this year in Milan, Paris, Essen, Berlin, Sindelfingen and Verona – but unfortunately no mention 
of  London 2010 ! (Editor)

http://www.london2010.org.uk/component/content/article/39/96partners
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REPORT OF THE SOCIETY'S ANNUAL MEETING - 14th/15  th   APRIL 2010  

Twenty six of our members and their partners attended this very entertaining event at the well-appointed 
Oxford Belfry Hotel in a picturesque rural setting near Thame. Thanks must go to Henry Towers and 
Peter Vonwiller for organising the venue, Norton Wragg for co-ordinating the booking and undertaking 
most of the essential background work, Rosalind Ragg for providing the display frames and standing in 
for the Honorary Secretary at the AGM, the two main speakers, Fred Hoadley and Norton (again !), and 
the Society's Chairman, David Hope, who hosted and chaired the event. At the Annual Dinner the Rev. 
Kit Jarman kindly said the Grace and after calling for silence asked those present to stand to remember 
Cedric Dry and Heinz Katcher. Press ganged to run the Auction, he provided comic relief through his 
unique auctioneering skills. Werner Gattiker of Leo Baresch Ltd. brought a wide range of material which 
resulted  in  'bees around the honey pot'  whenever  there was a break  in  proceedings.  Reports  from 
several 'partners' suggested they enjoyed their various visits to the attractions of 'the City of Dreaming 
Spires', the neighbouring picturesque villages and the delights of the hotel's swimming pool and grounds. 
Full details of the displays and the minutes of the Annual General Meeting will appear in the Newsletter 
in June and July.

The entries for the two cup competitions were, once again, of a very high standard and highlighted the 
enormous variety of themes available to Swiss collectors. The members present judged the exhibits and 
the winners were : 
The Helvetia Silver Cup –                        Winner - 'Sitting Helvetia Proofs and Trials' – David Colman; 

                              Runner-up – 'Study of the 1960 20c Definitive' – Rosalind Ragg. 
The Moore Bowl (for Postal History) –     Winner – 'Postage Due' – Bob Medland ; 

       Runner-up – 'Mail Carried by Walter Mittelholzer' – Ken Reeves.

Other entries,  not  far behind the winners, were – 'Swiss Soldier  Stamps 1939/45'  and 'Swiss Meter 
Marks' – David Hope and 'Graubünden Postal History' – Derek and Ruth Dawson. Congratulations and 
thanks to everyone for upholding the traditions of the Society. (Editor) 

GET WELL SOON !

Several of our members are suffering from various ailments. We wish them all a very speedy recovery so 
that, amongst other things, they can fully enjoy the pleasures of philately and meeting up again with old 
friends.

FUTURE SOCIETY MEETING
.

Southern - Saturday 5th June at 10.00.a.m. for 10.30.a.m. at the Cricket Field House Hotel, Wilton Road, 
Salisbury (on the A36 heading west out of the city) – Web : www.cricketfieldhouse.co.uk Morning session 
– 'Circular  Cancellations'  led by Bob Medland with contributions (especially for  later  periods and K-
cancellers)  from  other  members.  Afternoon  session  'Pot-pourri'  from  all  members,  including  'Latest 
Acquisitions and Interests' (Bob Medland will lead with 'Taxe Perçue'. Further details from Fred Hoadley : 
Tel.  01403  711987.  Werner  Gattiker  hopes  to  attend  the  meeting  in  the  Autumn,  but  not  in  June.

 CALL FOR MORE WRITERS

Many thanks must go to our 'regular contributors' such as Derrick Slate, Bob Medland, Werner Gattiker 
Derek Dawson and Michael Rutherfoord, but there is still room for more. Don't delay – put pen to paper 
on your favourite Swiss philately subject. I will find a place for it in a future edition. I am also always 
interested in positive suggestions on how to improve the Newsletter. Let me know the subjects you would 
like tackled over the coming year. (Editor) 
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