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THE HUNT FOR THE GOLD CENTIME – OVER TWENTY YEARS ON                           BOB MEDLAND

Once again, trawling through back numbers of the HPS Newsletter has provided answers to a puzzle 
arising from a cover I bought recently (see above). The item was posted to Semerang, Java, 'Niederl 
Indien' which is interesting in itself, but the various markings intrigued me. In 1937 the correct postage 
for a normal overseas item weighing up to 20g was 30c ; for printed matter it was only 10c, the amount 
of franking on the cover. The flap of the envelope is still gummed so it must have been only tucked-in 
rather than sealed, in order to permit inspection. Presumably it was duly inspected but the outgoing mail 
transport office determined that the contents did not qualify as printed matter, hence the words 'Printed 
matter' on the front were crossed out and a boxed handstamp T33⅓ struck in violet ink. This was not a 
handstamp that I recalled seeing before – and what did the figures represent ? I found the answer in an 
article in the Newsletter written by David Dixie way back in July 1987 along with a response by Stuart 
Mackenzie in February 1988 (pp 9-10) and a final comment in July 1988 (p 50). For those without the 
benefit of these back-numbers, I will recap briefly.

In the aftermath of World War I,  with wildly fluctuating currency exchange rates, a stable system of 
currency conversion was required and the 1924 Stockholm Conference established the conceptual 'Gold 
Centime' as a conversion factor in relation to the value of the Gold Standard. This enabled different 
countries' postal authorities to advise their counterparts of the correct postage due, collectible for under-
franked international mail.  In the early 1930s one Swiss franc was pegged at 83 gold centimes :  a 
postage shortfall of 20c was therefore marked as T16⅔  and 40c as T33⅓. 

These amounts were common franking deficiencies on outgoing mail so, whilst they were marked on 
covers initially in manuscript, handstamps for these two amounts were issued to post offices handling 
large amounts of international mail – Zürich and Geneva at least. Handstamps for both values came in 
two forms : (a) smaller format (18mm high) in plain font and (b) larger format ( 32 mm high) in seriffed 
font. The known period of use for the handstamps is generally up to the outbreak of World War II 1939 
and – rarely – up to 1942.  My cover is the first that I have come across with one of these markings so I 
would echo the thoughts of 21 years ago, in that these are very scarce – probably due to the fact that the 
handstamps were used solely on outgoing foreign mail and so scattered worldwide.
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SITTING HELVETIA FORGERIES                                                                                    DAVID COLMAN

David was the well  deserved winner of  the HPS's Helvetia  Silver  Cup in  2010 for  his entry 'Sitting  
Helvetia Proofs and Trials'. He has kindly written an article for our Newsletter describing some of the 
most interesting items in his display. My apologies if the illustrations do not fully reflect the quality of  
David's material. (Editor).

    

                   Fig. 1                                           Fig. 2                                          Fig. 3

Francis Fournier produced his famous/notorious facsimiles in Geneva from 1903 to 1917. “Some were 
from  the  stock  of  L.  Mercier  who  had  made  “forgeries”  since  1891  but  went  bankrupt  in  1904. 
Restrictions during WW1 ruined the business of Fournier. On his death the business was continued by 
Charles Hirschberger, who himself died in 1927. To prevent the stock falling into the wrong hands the 
'Union Philatelique de Genève' (UPG) bought all the stock and machinery ….. the stamps were marked 
Faux or  Facsimile  and made up into  480 special  albums which  were  sold  in  1928.”  (Ref.  Helvetia 
Philatelic Society Newsletter, article compiled by Peter Hobbs, July 1998, pages 52 and 53). 

I was lucky enough to be offered seven sheets from one of these books by Ian Gilchrist earlier this year. 
The pages included,  inter  alia,  some Sitting Helvetia Fournier  Facsimiles and some forgeries which 
formed key elements in a competition entry at the HPS's Annual Meeting in Thame. This article just 
deals with some of the forgeries. One of the pages is that reproduced in the above mentioned HPS 
Newsletter.

Possibly the most intriguing entry on the sheets is shown in Fig. 1 above. The rubric states that this 
stamp has been artificially decoloured (to a very pale pink) in preparation for producing a forgery of 
either  the  60c.  bronze  or  1  Fr.  Gold.  What  is  intriguing  is  to  know how this  could  be done while, 
presumably, retaining the very clear cancel. Not all the original red carmine colour was removed. Would 
this not compromise any colour which might somehow be applied ? The process of producing a forgery 
from this starting position is one to puzzle about. 

The stamp in Fig. 2 is one of the facsimiles on the sheets, but is very crude. It actually has the Fournier 
trademark diagonal blue print “facsimile” printed on the back, which means that technically it should not 
be classed as a forgery. It is such a crude representation of the true stamp that it is hard to think that 
anyone could seriously take it as a valid stamp. The list of discrepancies  is legion, and includes 1) The 
size is wrong: it has 15 vertical perforations instead of 14 and 10 horizontal teeth instead of 12. It is both 
longer  and  narrower.  2)  The  colour  is  too  orange.  3)  The  drawing  of  Helvetia's  robe  is  a  poor 
representation of the true one and 4) There are several differences in the lettering.

There are of course many classes of forgeries, the commonest of which is superimposing a postmark to 
convert a lowly mint stamp into an apparent high value used one. Many of the forgeries on the sheets 
must be adjudged to be of this type since there is no other obvious explanation, although the postmarks 
are (for  possibly obvious  reasons)  not  very clear.  I  judged that  four  of  the  forgeries  on the sheets 
possibly had the same cancel, Ambulant 10 XII 81, as on the forgery shown in Fig. 3. This judgement 
was reinforced on returning home after the presentation at the HPS Annual Meeting in Thame, when I 
realised that a 'used' copy of the 20c orange Z48 stamp (catalogue value F175 as opposed to F1 for a 
mint version) acquired surprisingly cheaply has the same cancel.  The UPG sheets include pages of 
forged cancels. Does any member of HPS have such a sheet with this particular cancel on it ?
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THE END OF THE LONDON 
MEETINGS

As the necessary assurances for sufficient numbers of members to attend the London meetings 
were not obtained, the one held on Wednesday 14th April 2010 will be the last for the foreseeable 

future.  Even for this final meeting, the attendance was low, despite a member from Sussex 
coming to join the small group of regulars. 

The usual report on the meeting is set out below. 

REPORT OF THE HPS's LONDON GROUP MEETING 14h APRIL 2010                CLAUDE MISTELY

The Newsletter Editor, Richard Donithorn,  was warmly welcomed to the meeting.  It was felt that the 
subject of 'Odds and Ends', which had given a lot of enjoyment in the past, would be an appropriate 
finale  for  the London Group meetings.  The presentations  lived up to  expectations,  providing  great 
variety and interesting content.

Derrick Slate started with a list of the First World War Military Correspondence Cards on which there 
had been previous queries. He then showed some unofficial Bundesfeier cards produced during the first 
quarter of the 20th century, some modern Henri Dunant Red Cross material, a cover of the 1939 Red 
Cross stamp with the cross omitted from the special postmark, the 1941 Air Mail set highlighting the 
double print and “white roof “ varieties on the 50c value, a selection of the vignettes issued for the 1925 
International Flight Meeting including mint and used sets, several multiples, a complete sheet of the 50c 
“Suisse-France” value plus a black proof of the 30c value with the alternative script and 50c wordings. 
This was followed by an assortment of PTT Printing trials from the 1970s and 1980s including the 1985 
landscape design in  different  colours,  progress proofs of  those colour varieties and perforated and 
imperforated multiples plus some se-tenant pairs - all scarce and rarely seen items.  Additionally, there 
were many examples of the SBB Type Ae 6/6 locomotive design including many shades, multiples and 
progress proofs.  Finally, Derrick showed scarce examples of Red Cross printed stationery from the two 
world wars for use by interned prisoners of war.  He drew attention to the work of Lady Evelyn Grant 
Duff, CBE who found out that British POWs in Germany were short of bread and made arrangements to 
send regular supplies via Switzerland.  He showed some examples of the stationery that was produced 
to go with the despatches.  He also showed examples of escaped prisoner mail. Surviving examples of 
both of these are scarce.  He concluded with an assortment of the postal information labels used by the 
PTT in the 20th Century.

Fred  Pickard  had  brought  another  attractive  mixture.  There  were  several  1900  UPU  cards  with 
interesting markings plus one that  had been posted back to Switzerland from England with British 
stamps affixed. He also showed some interesting reply cards.  An unusual item was an under franked 
Swiss postal stationery card sent to Italy which had a “slip over” cover with Italian postage due stamps 
affixed. This cover would normally be removed on payment of the amount due.  Finally, there was an 
assortment of Swiss revenues on entires including consular stamps on passport pages, 1919 frontier 
control and travel documents with police stamps and other revenues affixed, a scarce complete booklet 
of  Canton Bern 20c revenues and a good selection of  Canton Ticino revenues,  including some on 
documents.

Claude Mistely showed some 19th century stamped covers, two commemorative military cards; a blue 
League of Nations label depicting a map of the world and an overprint in black, which, in response to a 
plea for information, Fred Pickard suggested might be in Esperanto, that was affixed to the back of an
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envelope that was posted in Geneva in 1933; an Italian postcard addressed to Bern, posted in March 
1910,  sent  on  a  TPO,  which  would  have  been  carried  through  the  Simplon  Tunnel;  more  Italian 
postcards,  carried  across  Lake  Maggiore  by  ship  to  and  from Locarno,  again,  with  a  request  for 
information about the service; some interesting addressed mail; a 1918 censor cover from South Africa; 
and “T” dues on stamps affixed to covers from Switzerland, Liechtenstein and Campione d’Italia.   He 
concluded with a selection of cards and labels depicting reproductions of the posters for some of the 
Swiss Ski Races between 1905 and 1927 and for the Winter Olympic Games of 1928.

The final display was by Vice-Chairman Eric Lienhard. He showed two out of the four frames he had 
exhibited at GABRA ’09 in Switzerland consisting of some outstanding 19th century postal and cantonal 
documents with revenue stamps affixed.  He then produced a scarce 1909 envelope,  addressed to 
Berlin, that was franked with two publicity labels that had a stamp implant, in the style of the Kocher 
stamps that had been produced by Ernest Doehler, a Zürich plate maker. To finish, there were several 
unusual items from the Swiss National Exhibitions of 1914 and 1939.

All present expressed their appreciation of the interest and quality of the evening’s displays and their 
great  regret  at  the  demise  of  the  London  Group.  The  lack  of  numbers  had  not  diminished  the 
enthusiasm of those who came regularly to the meetings.  These gatherings would be greatly missed. 

REMINISCENCES ON THE 'LAST' LONDON GROUP MEETING                       RICHARD DONITHORN
 
I expect many members in the South East have often thought that they should support  the London 
Group, but have never taken the final step to turn up at a meeting. I am no exception. Claude's plea for 
help finally forced me into action and I duly caught the train (only £7 return from the South Coast through 
a special pre-booked offer on the Internet !) up to the 'Great Wen'. I always suspected that this Group's 
meetings were of 'superior quality' and I was not disappointed.  What have I been missing all these 
years? Their so-called 'Odds and Ends' covered most of the more unusual and 'difficult to find' aspects of 
Swiss  philately  –  the  items  chosen  from  their  'stock'  usually  being  in  the  'very  unusual'  category 
often the 'variety' of the 'variety', or an element of a theme that has only been collected or studied by a 
small handful of Swiss collectors – a truly diverse cornucopia.  

I  defy  any  specialist  Swiss  collector  not  to  benefit  from the  collective  wisdom on  show at  such  a 
gathering of four (and some times five) of our most knowledgeable and long-standing colleagues. Surely 
there must be a way to ensure that they can continue to meet and display their material for many years 
to come? To have regular opportunities 'on tap' to view parts of their collectively massive accumulation of 
Swiss material would be a privilege that all members should take full advantage of.  

It might be useful to compare our situation with that being experienced by our cousins in America – a 
much larger country with a significantly higher numbers of members. The American HPS has very few 
formal meetings, primarily, perhaps, because of the large distances and therefore the high travel costs 
involved in bringing a group together. The original Helvetia Society for Collectors of Switzerland in the 
USA (which was founded in 1938 and reached a peak of national activity in the late 1940s) once had six 
'branches' holding meetings and social events in Chicago, Detroit and on the East Coast in New York, 
Northern New Jersey, Philadelphia and Albany. Today the successor organisation, the American HPS, 
has only one so-called 'chapter' based in Seattle. In an attempt to improve the situation a small group of 
members recently met in Manhattan in an attempt to establish a second chapter in the New York area.

I hope that our Society, supported by it's individual members, will find a way forward as these social 
events are one of the keys to ensuring that the Society remains a 'friendly club' rather than just another 
impersonal organisation. 

CABLE-CARS IN THE PEAK DISTRICT

My reference to 'The Heights of Abraham' in the July edition of the Newsletter (Page 58) prompted the 
Editor of 'Swiss Express' (the journal of the British Swiss Railways Society), Malcolm Bulpitt, to point out 
to me that there is a short article on the subject by Michael Farr in their June 2010 edition. The cable car 
is located in the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site at Matlock Bath. Malcolm believes that the 
cable  car  was  manufactured  by  a  French  rather  than  a  Swiss  company,  as  I  had  suggested. 
Nevertheless I am sure a ride on it,  or the ski-lift  in Aviemore, would help to remind all of us of the 
pleasures of a trip to Switzerland, without crossing the Channel.
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NEW GLARUS, WISCONSIN                                                                                         NORTON WRAGG

I recently bought the cover illustrated above and on examination read the address properly ! Out of 
curiosity I then 'Googled' New Glarus, Wisconsin and found that it has a very interesting connection with 
Switzerland. Two gentlemen went out from Glarus to find land for a possible settlement in America in the 
1840s. There were other settlers from Switzerland who moved to the area at the same time leading to it 
becoming known as 'Little Switzerland'. The nearest large town is Madison. I thought that it would make 
an interesting sideline.

Further Information from PTT Museum literature : “Between 1820 and 1860 approximately 50,000 Swiss 
immigrants settled in  what  is now the USA,  mainly in the Midwest.  Between 1860 and 1880 Swiss 
immigrants numbered some 50,000. New Glarus was first settled on 17th August 1845 by a group of 
immigrants from the canton Glarus. Durst and Streiff, the advance riding unit and in possession of all the 
cash, were for a while reported missing. When another Durst and Lagler found them they were in the 
process of building a large house for the immigrants at the location of today's school and church.”

A New Glarus, Wi 53574 cancel was still in use in April 1989 and probably beyond. If anyone has any 
covers or cards from Switzerland to this area or any further information on the emigration from Glarus I 
would be interested in hearing from them.

 INFORMATION SOURCES

Interested in the United Nations Geneva issues ? UNO Philatelie (UNOP) describes itself as the world's 
largest association for United Nation's stamp collecting – information can be found on the last page of 
the  Michel  specialised  Catalogue  for  2011  (Spezialkatalog  2011)  of  the  United  Nations  Postal 
Administration or at www.uno-philatelie.de (in German only). And don't forget the website swissinfo.ch – 
a mine of information for all things Swiss.

ACCESS TO PHILATELIC JOURNAL INDEXES

The Royal Philatelic Society London has started a very ambitious project of mounting indexes to over 
2,000 philatelic journals on its website. 25 are now up including the AHPS's 'Tell'. You can view all the 
indexes on  www.rpsl.org.uk. Note – some features/content are reserved for  RPS members, at  least 
during the shake-out period.

FUTURE REGIONAL MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY 

The Southern Group -  Saturday 23rd October  at  10.00.  a.m.  for  10.30.  a.m. in  Salisbury.  The main 
speaker will be Claude Mistely with a display entitled "The Swiss Military 1291-1930". Further details in 
the June edition of the HPS Newsletter Page 48 or from Fred Hoadley : Tel. 01403 711987.

The Northern Group – Saturday 11th September at 2.00. p.m. Derek and Ruth Dawson will give a display 
on “Hotel Posts, My Heimat and Soldier Stamps” in Corporation Mill, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire. Further 
details from David Hope : Tel. 0161 303 0091. 

http://www.rpsl.org.uk/
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FOOTBALL STAMPS

Well, the Swiss team did not make it to the Final of the World Cup  but they did establish a new record 
for the number of minutes a team in the latter stages of the competition has prevented the opposition 
from scoring. Good reason to create a mini-themed collection perhaps ? The most relevant stamps the 
PTT has produced on the topic of Football are (Stanley Gibbons cat. nos.) :

SG 552 World Cup in 1954 ; 797 Swiss FA ; 1284 World Cup in 1994/Swiss F.A.; 1599 FIFA ; 1601 UEFA 
; 1643 Football for Visually Impaired + sheetlet ; 1681 Youth Football + sheetlet ; 1708 Women's Football 
+ sheetlet ; 1760 Active Football + sheetlet ; 1761 European Championships in 2008 + sheetlet ; 1762 
Hop Suisse + sheetlet ; J 314 Sport ; LW4 International Olympic Committee Official stamp.

Additional items might include the Commemorative booklet published in 1998, maxi-cards and several 
special cancellations. The PTT may have to turn to cycling next as a sporting stamp theme – as I finalise 
this edition of the Newsletter the Swiss rider Fabian Cancellara wears the 'Yellow Jersey' for a second 
day in the Tour de France, having won the opening day time-trial !
 
SWISS RAILWAY VIDEOS              STUART  R. MACKENZIE

With reference to the Editor's note 'Swiss Reminiscences', in the April edition of the Newsletter, herewith 
is  a  list  of  Swiss  Railway  videos  that  were  transmitted  some  time  ago  on  the  television  Travel 
programme (running time without adverts !)

  Running Time
The Davos Line (RLB) Landquart – Davos – Filisur 52 min
BCS Lötschberg (1995) Brig – Thun 46
Transports Publics du Chaslais (2004) 44
The Emmetal Railways (1993) SMB/EBT Moutier – Solothurn – Thun N/A
MOB Montreux – Oberland Bernois Railway  (1991) Montreux – Zweisimmen N/A
The Arosa Line (1997) Chur – Arosa 51
SBB The Brünig Line (Part 1) (1992) Interlaken – Meiringen 53
SBB The Brünig Line (Part 2) (1992) Meiringen – Luzern 53
SBB The Appenzell Railway (1994) Gossau – Appenzell – Wasserauen N/A
BOB/SPB/BLM  (Part 1) Interlaken – Lauterbrunnen -  Grindelwald 49
The Jungfrau Railways (Part 2) Grindelwald – Lauterbrunnen to Jungfrau 50
The Engadine Line (1996) St Moritz – Scuol – Tarasp 46
VHB The Emmental Railways (1995) Langenthal – Langenau – Huttwil 48
Transports Publics (Part 1) (2003) Du Chaslais (BUB) Bex – Villars – Col de Bretaye 45
The Albula Line (1990) RLB Chur – St Moritz 50
The Bodensee Toggenburg Railway (1994) Rapperswil Romanshorn 52
SBB – Gotthard Line North (1994) Zürich – Göschenen 48 
The Glacier Express (1995) BVZ/FO/RhB Gornergratbahn Railways Zermatt – Brig – Disentis 47
SBB Gotthard Line South (1994) Chiasso – Airola 48 
The Glacier Express RhB (1950) Disentis – St Moritz 50 
The Fribourg Railways (1997) Gruyères Line – Palezieux – Montbovon 47 
The Bernina Express (1960) St Moritz – Tirano 50 
The Vereina Line (1990) Scuol – Landquart (RhB) 46 
Chemins de Fer du Jura (2001) La Chaux de Fonds – Glovelier 48 

            
There are also a number of companies producing DVDs including MITV, Ltd. REOS, Van Den Burg, and 
Eisenbahn-Videothek (Editor).
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HELP PLEASE !

I  know  that  some  of  our  members  receive  foreign  journals  such  as  the  SBB,  the  SVPS's  'Der 
Poststempelsammler' or Zumstein's 'Berner Briefmarken Zeitung' and are fluent in, or at least have a 
good understanding of, the language in which they are written – usually French or German. I am looking 
to such people to consider submitting translations of 'little snippets of information/news' from them (with 
acknowledgements) that could be useful or interesting to other members. I try to do this periodically for 
'Tell', 'Flash' and the American 'Philatelic Literature Review' (which of course are in English). (Editor)

STAMPEX NEWS

Autumn Stampex 2010 will take place in the Business Design Centre in Islington, London on 15 th - 18th 

September.  It  is  a full  National  Exhibition including Multiframe Postcards.  The Association of  British 
Philatelic Societies (ABPS) will be holding a seminar on 'Exhibiting' there on the 18th and further such 
seminars elsewhere in the country later in 2010 and 2011. 

A full National Exhibition is also scheduled for Sheffield on 6th - 7th May 2011and in Perth on 18th - 20th 

October 2012 at the Dewar's Centre in Glover Street.

PHILATELIC LITERATURE

The  American  Philatelic  Research  Library's  journal,  the  'Philatelic  Literature  Review',  has  recently 
published a two-part article on books related to 'Prisoner of War and Internee Mail' (4th Quarter 2009 and 
1st Quarter 2010 Pages 43 – 57) including schedules of relevant exhibits and mail auction catalogues in 
the Library. The list of books includes several related to Switzerland :

“Altschweiz – was nicht im Katalog steht” - Josua Buhler – Fonds zur Forderung der Philatelie, Bern, 
1968 (47 pages).
“World War II Mail from Switzerland to Great Britain, Canada and the United States : A Postal History 
Handbook” – Charles J. LaBlonde – American Helvetia Society 1999/2003 (222 pages).
“Swiss Internment Cancels and Other Markings :  A Preliminary Draft   Published in  Connection with 
Remarks by Robert C. Ross at Collector's Club, New York City on May 1st 1974” – Robert C. Ross 1974 
(14 pages).
“Swiss Red Cross Stamps and Special Franchise Stamps 1870/71” – Sandoz Ltd. (16 pages).
“Die  Post  der  Internierten  in  der  Schweiz  1940-1946”  –  Georges  Schild  -  Herausgegeben  vom 
Schweizerischen  Ganzachen  –  Sammler  –  Verein  in  Zussamenarbeit  mit  der  Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
Zensur, Weslar (40 pages).
“Schweizer Militarpostkarten und Gansachen 1914/18, 1939/45” – Heinrich Sulser 1979 (136 pages).

A list of related article titles will be printed in the Journal later this year. 

In passing, I noticed that one PLR reader was hoping to sell a copy of a Quartermain 1975 reprint of the 
1899 'classic work' - “The Postage Stamps of Switzerland 1843 – 62” by Paul Mirabaud and Alex de 
Reuterskiold (266 pages, 14 plates, 700 cancels illustrated) for $96.
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A RESPONSE TO A PREVIOUS QUERY                                                                           IAN GILCHRIST

Here is some additional information in response to Michael Rutherfoord's article in the August 2009 
edition of the HPS Newsletter Page  65 :

THE H.L. KATCHER 'HELVETIA' TROPHY                                                                 EDWARD QUINTON

In response to the request in the last HPS Newsletter for information on previous holders of this trophy, I 
have looked at back-copies of the Newsletter for information.

Wing Commander R.F.Bulstrode was awarded it six times - in 1971 (for 'History of the Silk Thread Issues 
1854-62'), 1975 ('Hotel Post Stamps'), 1978 (subject not known), 1982 ('Proofs and Essays 1843 to mid-
20th Century'),  1983 ('20th Century Proofs and Essays') and 1984 ('Proofs, Essays and Forgeries of the 
19th Century'). Other winners were :

1970 Mr. L. Moore ('History of the Silk Thread Issues'), 1972, 1972  Miss A. Grunberg ( 'Strubels'), 1973 
Mr. S. R. MacKenzie ('Pre-stamp Covers of the Old Confederation and Helvetic Republic'), 1974 Mr. A. 
S. Newell ('Switzerland in the Air'), 1976 Mrs. S. Hertzberg ('Early Swiss Postage-Dues 1878 – 1910'), 
1977 Mr. S. R. MacKenzie ('Postal History of the Postage-Dues 1910 and Provisionals 1916-24'), 1980 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Rawnsley ('18th and 19th Century Postmarks of  Switzerland'),  1981 Mrs.  E.  J.  Rawnsley 
('Sitting Helvetia Perf. 1862 – 78') and 1985 Mr. G. W. Hubbard ('The Introduction of Postage Dues to 
Switzerland'). The trophy was not awarded in 1979 and, presumably, not after 1985 ?

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
Printed by the Design and Digital Printcentre, Chichester GB

I enclose a scan that may help in this matter 
– see illustration. As far as I am aware this 
sheet was not specially printed. There was 
a surplus of sheets that were produced for 
making the booklets, and in order not to 
waste the stamps the sheets were cut 
down the centre of blank paper to form the 
sheets of 30. You do not see them very 
often but they are listed in the Zumstein 
catalogue. 

Rolf Rölli has informed me that “Sulzer had 
a special arrangement with the Post. The 
Post had to deliver all(?) their mail from 
abroad by express. For this purpose the 
post had to stick an express stamp on the 
covers. Probably Sulzer had bought a 
number of these stamps as a reserve and 
the post kept them until they received one of 
these letters from abroad. In our opinion, the 
round hole was punched by the Post – 
why ? These covers are not common. 
These Sulzer express frankings do not all 
have a hole; earlier issues were used 
without.” I hope this helps. 


