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EARLY PRIVATELY PRODUCED BUNDESFEIER POSTCARDS                                   DERRICK SLATE

Continuation of the article on Page 16 of the February 2011 edition of the Newsletter

On Ist August each year Switzerland remembers the day the Confederation was formed in 1291. The 
annual national holiday (Bundesfeier) has been celebrated over the years with processions, parties and 
bonfires in towns and villages. On the 16th December 1909 a Commemorative Committee was formed 
which set up the Swiss Federal Commemorative Fund – Pro Patria to put patriotism into practice by 
supporting many cultural and social projects. It has partly funded its work by selling postcards, stamps, 
badges and other souvenirs.  Soon after  the introduction in 1910 of  official  Federal  Commemorative 
postcards (with imprinted stamp for posting within Switzerland) other institutions began to sell  cards 
(without imprinted stamp) to raise money. To counteract the gradual loss of income from the cards the 
Commemorative Fund introduced commemorative badges in 1923 and from 1938 benefited from the 
surcharge on Federal Commemorative stamps, known as  Pro Patria stamps since 1952.

Examples of some of the privately produced Bundesfeier postcards without imprinted stamps issued 
between 1919 and 1938 are shown above and on the next page. Essays for the early stamps are shown 
below : On the left is the 'Rütli Oath Essay' which was produced shortly after 1880. It shows the three 
historic figures taking the Oath surrounded by the same frame layout as used on the issued Standing 
Helvetia definitives. The two other essays were designed and engraved by Keller-Kehr and printed on 
laid  paper  in  1895.  In  the  centre  is  the  'Rütli  Essay'  showing  the  famous  meadow  above  the 
Vierwaldstätter See - there were two versions, in claret and in blue. That on the right is the 'Tell's Chapel 
Essay' showing the famous chapel on the other side of the Lake.
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MORE PRIVATELY PRODUCED BUNDESFEIER POSTCARDS 

Full details of this event taking place 9th and 10th April in Harrogate were distributed together with a 
Booking  Form  with  the  December  Newsletter.  Mislaid  your  copy?  'Phone  or  e-mail  the  Honorary 
Secretary. If you have still to make up your mind whether to join your fellow members for an interesting 
and sociable weekend consider what is on offer : A presentation on “Perforated Sitting Helvetias”, the 
AGM (see next  page for  the formal  Agenda),  the Cup Competitions (full  details  on page 86 of  the 
November 2009 Newsletter) and the Society Dinner. And that is just Saturday! On Sunday morning there 
will be an opportunity to display as many or as few pages of material that you would like to share with 
your friends. These can be on any subject – just appear with them, talk about them if you wish, or purely 
display if you prefer. Either way you are bound to learn something of interest. A fun Auction for those 
wishing to sell and or buy will bring activities to a close by lunchtime. Whilst all this is going on in The 
Old Swan Hotel in Harrogate (one of Yorkshire’s gems) Ian Gilchrist will have a large selection of his 
stock available (see advertisement on the next page). For those of a non-philatelic disposition there are 
numerous local distractions! Those members and their partners who have attended in past years know 
what a pleasant weekend this is and newcomers are assured of a very warm welcome. Just advise the 
Honorary Treasurer (Telephone 01625 613654) that you wish to join in, book your accommodation and 
appear. Your Committee looks forward to seeing you.

THE SOCIETY'S ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING 2011
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Notice is hereby given that the sixty-fourth

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

will be held on

Saturday, 9th April 2011 at 2.00 p.m. prompt at

THE OLD SWAN HOTEL, SWAN ROAD, HARROGATE, NORTH YORKSHIRE HG1 2SR

AGENDA

1.   Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 17th April 2010 and published in the June 2010 

edition of the Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter 
3. Matters arising from the Minutes
4. Chairman’s Address
5. Hon. Secretary’s Report
6. Hon. Treasurer’s Report and Statement of Accounts for year ending 31st December 2010
7. Hon. Treasurer – 2011 Budget and 2012 subscriptions
8. Appointment of  Auditor
9. Hon. Packet Secretary’s Report
10. Librarian’s Report
11. Newsletter – Editor’s Report
12. Website – Webmaster’s Report
13. Election of Officers and Members of the Society’s Committee for 2011 - 2012
14. Motions and Resolutions
15. Any Other Business

NOMINATIONS Nominations  for  the  election  of  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Committee  i.e. 
Chairman, Vice-chairman, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer and (not exceeding) twelve members of 
the  Committee,  should  be sent  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  in  writing  to  reach him  not  later  than 
Thursday, 7th April 2011. Such nominations must carry the assent of the nominee.

RESOLUTIONS  Any member desiring to move a Motion or Resolution at the Annual General 
Meeting must give notice in writing, enclosing the text, to the Hon. Secretary not less than 14 days 
before the Annual General Meeting.

Peter Vonwiller Hon. Secretary.
                                                                                                            David Hope Chairman

HARROGATE 8th to 10th April 2011
I shall be bringing some of my stock to the HPS Annual Meeting. However, 
it is impossible to bring everything. So please contact me well in advance if 

there is any Swiss area of collecting you would like to see.

I am aware that some members will be staying in Harrogate for a few days 
before or after the meeting. As I live in Harrogate, should you wish to come 

and see more of my stock then please do not hesitate to contact me to 
arrange a suitable day and time. Looking forward to our Meeting.

Ian Gilchrist IG Stamps PO Box 15 Harrogate HG1 1SL
E mail admin@igstamps.com
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POSTAL FORMS                                                                                             MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD

Sharp-eyed AHPS Member in Vancouver, Fritz Graf has kindly sent me a remarkable document which I 
have never seen before, although there must have been thousands of them out there once. The reason 
being that they are for internal and international PO use only. The example shown above (front and 
back) of the A6 postcard PTT 219.08, which had a print run of 60,000 in May 1974, was used on 16 th 

November 1985.

The Swiss PO of  Mönchaltorf  in Canton Zürich had received a Registered letter  from Scarborough, 
Ontario Canada (dated 13.11.85.), but could not deliver it as the recipient had instructed them to hold 
back all mail.  They asked if  it had to be returned immediately or only after the usual maximum hold 
period of 1 month. I  suspect that this UPU ruling is still  in force. This is typical  of  the many official 
messages that flow between POs, but we seldom see what the back-room boys are up to, for us.

Keep your eyes open for such 'specials' in dealers' throw-away boxes.

REPORT ON THE NORTHERN GROUP'S MEETING IN FEBRUARY 2011                         DAVID HOPE

'Switzerland 1950 to 2010' was the title of Tony Hoyle's presentation to the Northern Group in February. 
What this referred to was the period during which Tony had visited Switzerland. It was as a result of a 
school visit in 1950 that Tony decided to collect Swiss stamps and in 1953 he joined Helvetia. In 1954 
came his first proper holiday to Interlaken and since then he had been lucky enough to make a total of 
44 visits taking in most areas of the country. These visits tended to influence Tony's collecting interests 
and examples of these were shown. Tony began with five of the mountain railways and cableways: the 
Stanserhorn,  Eggishorn,  Niesen,  Pilatus and Brienzer Rothorn.  Each of  these was illustrated with a 
variety  of  material  including  straightline  cancels  and  circular  date  stamps  from  the  post  offices 
established there. Of particular note was the rare cds of the Stanserhorn, only in use from 1st October 
1939 to 6th October 1940. Few items are known. Hotel cachets included a rare Hotel Klimsenhorn on 
Pilatus. As usual Tony used a variety of postcards to illustrate the five places. The second round covered 
four passes: Grimsel, Gemmi, Maloja and Furka. The Grimsel section showed a postcard of the original 
Hospice along with its straightline cancel and later cds. Also included was a fine study of the 20c Grimsel 
Dam stamp of 1949. The Gemmi section included its straightline cancel and cds as well as the cds of 
Hotel Schwarenbach. The Maloja section included the early Maloyaberg straightline cancel, while in the 
Furka section was a fine Glacier du Rhône cds from the hotel of the same name at Gletsch and a boxed 
'Postablage Furka' of 1883. The final part dealt with the Standing Helvetia issue. Notable here were mint 
blocks  of  four,  proofs  and  the  Paris  reprints.  Apart  from  showing  a  number  of  varieties,  including 
'Helvetta',  paper folds, plate flaws, worn plates and retouches, Tony showed a wide variety of these 
stamps on cover. Notably here were two bulk postings including one of 25 x 1fr and one of 58 x 3fr! 
Finally  there  was  a  study  of  the  20c  orange  showing  varieties,  single  usage  on  cover  and  mixed 
frankings. This was an excellent presentation thoroughly enjoyed by all present.

NEXT MEETING OF THE HPS NORTHERN GROUP  -  Saturday 5th March -  The Chairman of  the 
Group,  Michael  Proctor,  will  make  the  'Chairman's  Presentation'  ;  Saturday   2nd April  –  AGM  and 
Competitions. Both meetings will commence at 2.00.p.m. in Corporation Mill, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire. 
Further details from David Hope – Tel. 0161 303 0091. 
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REMINISCENCES OF LEO BARESCH                                                                     WERNER GATTIKER 

Leo Baresch was always a keen collector and studious philatelist, and during his career as Managing 
Director of a contractors’ plant business he built up many important collections of mainly classic stamps 
from all  parts of the world including collections of Japan, several Latin American countries, Canada, 
Netherlands,  Switzerland  and  other  European  countries  including,  of  course,  his  native  Austria.  On 
taking early retirement in 1963 he started up his stamp business in London’s Strand, splitting up some of 
his collections as start-up stock, and was soon earning a fine reputation both here and abroad. He was a 
contemporary,  colleague and friend of  other  eminent  philatelists  active  at  that  time,  such as  Frank 
Godden and  Robson  Lowe.  Leo was  also  instrumental  in  setting  up the  Strand Stamp Centre,  an 
instantly successful gallery of some 12 stamp dealers under one roof. The business expanded with a 
new office based in Brighton, until Leo’s infectious enthusiasm and drive were suddenly cut short by 
serious illness and his demise in 1979, so he was spared to see the big crash in the stamp market in the 
early 1980s. 

My involvement with Leo Baresch began when I left my native city of Zürich, Switzerland, in 1966 to join 
his firm as a clerk and general assistant. I found my work and my new life in London too interesting and 
fascinating to return home and so stayed on beyond the originally planned year, eventually becoming 
Leo's junior partner in the early 1970s. On the untimely death of Mr. Baresch in 1979 I oversaw the 
incorporation of the business into a limited company and was asked by the Baresch Family to stay at the 
helm, steering the business through difficult times and easy rides for the last 30 years. After moves from 
the Strand to Covent Garden, then to St. Martin’s Lane, I took the company out of general shop trading 
and  transformed  the  business  into  a  specialist  dealership  catering  for  collectors  of  Austria  and 
Switzerland in particular, from my home base in Sussex.  Now, due to my retirement, the Leo Baresch 
stock  has  been  sold,  and  after  nearly  50  years  another  famous  philatelic  name  will  fade  into  the 
background. (The first part of the Leo Baresch company's extensive stock will be auctioned off at Apex 
Philatelic Auction's next postal auction on 17th March 2011 – Editor).

SWISS POST INTERNATIONAL

Further to his comments on the activities of Swiss Post International in the December 2010 edition of 
HPSN (Page 100), Peter Hobbs has sent in the postal labels on the covers enclosing his latest copies of 
'Focus on Stamps' (see above). That on the left is from the cover normally sent to the Trade and on the 
right  from  the  plastic  cover  sent  to  collectors.  The  letters  SPI  at  top  left  stand  for  'Swiss  Post 
International'. Presumably, Swiss Post International now forward them to this country in bulk where they 
are distributed to individual subscribers by Royal Mail or their agents Parcelroute Services Limited. Peter 
has previously received a copy with a UK Mail Express Parcels and Mail label with a Slough return 
address followed by the mysterious letters ZRH – do they relate to a Zürich connection ?

NEXT MEETING OF THE HPS SOUTHERN GROUP  – Saturday 4th June - 'Definitive Stamps of the 19th 

and 20th Centuries' – All Members. The meeting will commence at 10.30.a.m. at the Cricket Field House 
Hotel,  Wilton  Road,  Salisbury  (on  the  A36  heading  west  out  of  the  city)  –  Web  : 
www.cricketfieldhouse.co.uk.  Werner  Gattiker  is  intending  to  attend  with  his  new stock  of  material. 
Further details from Fred Hoadley : Tel. 01403 711987.

http://www.cricketfieldhouse.co.uk/
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POST FROM THE BODENSEE

A reader from Notting Hill contributed this item for the 'Curiosities' column in Volume XX (Page 477) of 
'The Strand Magazine (An Illustrated Monthly)' published by George Newnes Ltd. in October 1900 :

The unusual,  perhaps unique, cover illustrated above sports stamps from no less than five different 
countries. It highlights the complicated political situation in Europe at the turn of the 19th Century. The 
stamps were all available in the place where it was posted in 1895 – on board a ship on the Bodensee 
(Lake Constance). The five countries bordering the lake at that time were Switzerland, Germany, Austria, 
Bavaria and Würtemberg. It appears that the gentleman posting the letter was either a keen philatelist 
intent on creating an unusual souvenir of his excursion or was not quite sure in which country he was 
when he posted it.  In order not to offend anyone and ensure his missive arrived safely he affixed a 
stamp of each of the bordering countries. The cover was cancelled by the Austrian authorities and was 
addressed to Hildesheim am Hannover. Did he get all his individual country postal rates right ?

PUBLICITY FOR THE SOCIETY                                                                                     ADRIAN KEPPEL

Having been recently appointed as the new Publicity Officer of the Helvetia Philatelic Society, I thought 
I’d better introduce myself to you.  My name is Adrian Keppel and  I live in the south west of Bonnie 
Scotland, although I originate from Holland. I’ve been a stamp collector ever since I  was born, and 
thanks to my “idol”, the late James Mackay, I now not only collect the 1934-1948 landscape definitives of 
Switzerland (thanks to an article on the set that he wrote for Gibbons Stamp Monthly), but I also write for 
various stamp magazines here in Britain. I joined the Helvetia Philatelic Society (HPS) in 2006.

My job as Publicity Officer will be to publicise various goings on of the HPS in the philatelic press. My 
first activities as such were to participate in the forthcoming April issue of 'Stamp & Coin Mart' which I 
expect will  include three articles specifically related to Switzerland. I  hope you will  all  feed me any 
information you like about events or meetings you hold or other activities you might deem worthy of 
publication, so I can feed copy to the various editors. And remember; it always looks better if there are 
pictures included! 

Together with the other HPS officers we’re thinking of  more plans to promote our Society,  such as 
informing local philatelic societies in the area where HPS meetings are held, making more contact with 
foreign Swiss philatelic societies or with other Swiss related societies here in Britain. Any significant 
developments in these areas will be reported in future newsletters. 

Of course you can all do your own bit by bringing the existence of our Society to the attention of other 
philatelists. Why not bring the latest HPS Newsletter or the “Focus on Stamps” magazine to your next 
local society meeting? Also, and this is mainly for those members north of the border: if there is enough 
interest I wouldn’t mind exploring the possibilities of the odd get-together, for example at the annual 
ASPS Congress in Perth. Do get in touch with me if you’d be willing to participate in such meetings.

My email address is rerrick@btopenworld.com
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THE SALGINATOBEL BRIDGE AND BEYOND                                                   RICHARD DONITHORN

Fig. 1 Fig. 2 Fig. 3 Fig. 4         Fig. 5
The only village Derek and Ruth Dawson didn't visit in their tour of the Prättigau last year was Schuders, 
which the locals advised was too difficult to attempt to reach by car, despite the fact that it was linked to 
the rest of the valley by the famous Salginatobel Bridge above Schiers. This famous landmark was an 
elaborate and very early attempt (in 1929) by the pioneering Swiss engineer Robert Maillart to construct 
a streamlined,  reinforced concrete bridge 133 metres long with a 90 metres span over  the Salgina 
Ravine at a height of 90 metres. The bridge was designated by the American Society of Civil Engineers 
as  an  International  Historic  Civil  Engineering  Landmark  in  1990  because  of  its  significance  in  the 
development of engineering. The bridge appears in all its glory on Pro Patria CHF 0.70 + 0.35 stamp 
issued in 2003 (Z1557 - Fig. 1). Other dramatic views of the bridge can be seen in Swiss Post's 'Focus 
on Stamps' 2/2003 P. 10.

Derek feels that a mystery remains as to why such a major, very expensive structure should have been 
built in such a secluded location to provide an easy link to the outside world for the residents of a hamlet 
of,  at  that time, probably no more than four dwellings.  Perhaps it  was because it  would have done 
'minimal damage' and not hit the national news if the experimental construction techniques used had 
failed or anything else had gone wrong ? Can anyone provide a definitive answer ? 

Robert  Maillart (1872  –  1940)  was  famous  for  realising  the  technical  potential  of  new  materials, 
particularly reinforced concrete and metal. He studied at Zürich's Federal Institute of Technology, leaving 
in 1894 and eventually setting up on his own in 1902. He arrived at a new aesthetic for concrete using it 
to  span  by curves.  Adopting  this  technique  he built  many very elegant  bridges  in  Switzerland.  His 
Tavenasa Bridge (1905) over the Rhine was the first in which arch and roadway were structurally one. 
Others included the bridges over the Aare at Aarburg (1911), over the Arve at Vessey Nr. Geneva (1936) 
and the Salginatobel (1929) mentioned above.

Maillart was also famous for 'flat-slab' concrete mushroom construction. The technique involves a post 
and a mushroom top spreading from it that are one inseparable concrete unit. This allowed upper floors 
and roofs to be constructed without supporting beams. His 5-storey Federal Grain Store in Altdorf (1912) 
was the first beamless floor slab in Europe.

Unfortunately there is no portrait of Maillart on Swiss stamps Such an honour is reserved for two other 
outstanding engineers - Hans Ulrich Grubenmann (1709 – 83) – on Z1798 in 2009 and Othmar Ammann 
(1879 – 1965) on Z622 in 1979.

Hans Ulrich Grubenmann (1709 – 1783) was born in Teufen (Ct. Appenzell). He worked closely with his 
brothers  Jakob  and  Johannes.  They  were  important  for  introducing  wooden,  truss-framed  bridge 
structures which reduced the number of pier-supports that were needed, thus making it possible to span 
longer  distances.  Grubenmann  designed  many  elegant,  covered  wooden  bridges  in  Switzerland 
including the first major bridges over River Rhine in Reichenau (70 metre span) and the bridge over the 
River Linth nr. Ziegelbrücke (Ct. Glarus). His most famous bridge was probably that over the Rhine in 
Schaffhausen (1759) which is shown, along with his portrait, on the commemorative stamp issued in 
2009 (Z1798 – Fig 2). It was burnt down by the retreating French army in 1799 and later replaced by a 
stone structure shown on definitives Z200, 207 and 289. Another of his four-trestle (62 metre span), 
covered, wooden bridges provided access to Wettingen Monastery (now a teacher training college) – the 
Innere Wynigen Bridge (1776) over the Emme Canal/River Limmat at Burgdorf (Ct. Berne). The latest 
version of the original bridge design is shown on two stamps - Pro Patria CHF 0.70 + 0.35 in 2003 (SG 
1556 – Fig. 3) and one of the NABA Baden CHF 0.85 + 0.15 stamps related to the MS (SG 1686) issued 
in 2006. Grubenmann was also a successful architect, responsible for designing a number of important 
buildings including churches in Wädenswil and Trogen.
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Unlike Grubenmann,  Othmar H. Ammann achieved considerable worldwide renown in his lifetime. He 
was a native of Feuerthalen near Schaffhausen and, like Maillart, he studied under Wilhelm Ritter at the 
Federal Institute of Technology in Zürich before emigrating to the USA in 1904. As a result, although he 
was involved in  the  design of  one or  two bridges in  Switzerland,  he is  much more famous for  his 
involvement in the design and construction of major bridges in the USA. He is particularly remembered 
for his work in the New York area including the Hell Gate, George Washington, Triborough – Bronx – 
Whitestone, Bayonne and Verrazano Narrows Bridges as Engineer, the Head and later consultant to the 
NY Harbour authorities. He was also consultant engineer on the San Francisco Golden Gate Bridge. 

When it  was first  opened the Verrazano Narrows Bridge, which links the boroughs of Brooklyn and 
Staten Island, held the record as the heaviest and longest, main span suspension bridge (4,260 ft.) in 
the World. It held this position until 1981 when the Humber Bridge (main span 4,625 ft.) was opened. 
The Verrazano Narrows Bridge appears on stamps of  Switzerland (Z622 which includes Ammann's 
portrait – Fig. 4), USA (SG 1240 – Fig. 5), British Honduras (SG 321) and Italy (SG 1123/4). Rather than 
Ammann, the Italian stamps show a portrait of the man after whom the Straits and Bridge are named – 
General Giovanni da Verrazano (sometimes spelt Verrazzano) an Italian navigator born near Florence 
who in 1524 was the first European visitor to the area that became New York Harbour. 

Historic  Civil  Engineering  Landmarks -  Like  the  Salginatobel  Bridge,  the  American  Society  of  Civil 
Engineers designated the George Washington Bridge NY and the Golden Gate Bridge as International 
Historic  Civil  Engineering Landmarks and the Triborough Bridge NY as a US National  Historic  Civil 
Engineering Landmark. In case there are some avid thematic collectors among you looking for a new 
collecting area, in 2010 there were 251 designated International Historic Civil Engineering Landmarks, 
the vast majority  being in the USA. Among the more well-known outside the States are several in the 
UK including Telford's Iron Bridge over the Severn England (1779), the Caledonian Canal Great Glen 
Scotland  (1822),  the  Menai  and  Conwy Suspension  Bridges  Wales  (1826)  and  the  Great  Western 
Railway England/Wales (1838). 

World Heritage Sites  - Another growing thematic collecting subject is World Heritage Sites designated 
by UNESCO. The first six World Heritage Sites in Switzerland were the 'Benedictine Convent of St John 
at Müstair' ; the 'Convent of St Gall' ; 'Monte San Giorgio' ; the 'Old City of Berne' ; the 'Swiss Alps – 
Jungfrau  –  Aletsch'  and  the  'Three  Castles,  Defensive  Wall  and  Ramparts  of  the  Market  Town  of 
Bellinzone'. They were each the subject of Swiss stamps specifically commemorating their designation 
issued in 2003 and 2004 (SG 1563 – 67 and 1618). Since then four more sites have been designated – 
'Swiss  Tectonic  Area  Sardona' ;  'La  Chaux  de  Fonds/Le  Lôcle  (watchmaking/town  planning)'  ;  the 
'Lavaux Vineyard Terraces above Lake Geneva' (perhaps best exemplified on the PTT's trial print for the 
Goebel  press  in  1985  or  the  Pro  Patria  stamp  B65  in  1953)  and  the  'Rhaetian  Railway  in  the 
Albula/Bernina Landscapes'. 

None of Grubenmann's,  Maillart's or Ammann's bridges have yet achieved UNESCO World Heritage 
status, unlike the 196 bridges and viaducts on the Rhaetian Railway system.  Some of the structures on 
the system are the subject of Swiss stamps including Z307 and Z773 which show the sharply curved, 
230  feet  high,  425  feet  long,  masonry  Landwasser  Viaduct  (1902)  and  the  Bernina  Railway 
commemorative  stamp issued  in  2010.  The famous  spiral  viaduct  near  Brusio  is  illustrated  on  the 
selvage of the miniature sheetlet and the official postcard issued in conjunction with the Bernina stamp. 
The Landwasser Viaduct also appeared on an Italian stamp issued last year.  

There are many more Swiss stamps illustrating bridges and viaducts in Switzerland – over 50 at the last 
count (plus at least 92 K-cancels !). A full list will appear in a future article. 

Acknowledgements – PTT/Swiss Post publications related to various new stamp issues.
UNESCO and American Society of Civil Engineers' websites.

Penguin Dictionary of Architecture and Landscape Architecture 5th Edition 1998.
Swiss Travel Wonderland – Cecil J. Allen – Ian Allan 1972.
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