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THE SWISS POSTAL COACH SERVICE PART ONE                                                       DAVID HOPE

No one who  visits  Switzerland  can  fail  to  notice  the  yellow coaches of  the  Swiss  Postal  Coach 
Service. It is now 105 years since the service was introduced and over the ensuing period the network 
has grown to over 780 lines covering some 11,000 kms.

It was on 1st June 1906 that the PTT inaugurated regular services between Bern and Detligen and 
later Bern and Papiermühle using three 14-seater motorised omnibuses of types Saurer, Berna and 
Martini.  The 50th anniversary stamp (Z.324) in 1956 showed the Saurer type postal  coach – see 
illustration of maxi-card below.

Another Saurer vehicle was added to the fleet in 1907. During that year the first garage and repair 
workshop was installed in the courtyard of the main post office in Bollwerk, Bern. In 1921 the main 
workshop was moved to the old abattoir of the Engehalde. Other workshops concerned with the postal 
coaches have since been established in other parts of the country.

Despite the introduction of the motor coaches, horse-drawn vehicles were still more important at this 
stage. Indeed, for some unknown reason, a horse-drawn vehicle replaced the motor coach on the 
Bern-Papiermühle route in  1909.  However  in  1910 a new motor vehicle  was purchased and this 
indicated that the PTT was moving in the direction of motor vehicles. The motor coaches were running 
at a deficit but were carrying six times more passengers than the diligences. Nevertheless in 1913 the 
PTT still had 2,523 horses, 2,231 vehicles and 1,059 sledges. In all the PTT transported 1.8 million 
travellers in that year.
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During the 1850s the PTT had made the decision not to compete with the railways but rather to work 
with them to create an integrated transport system for the benefit of all. Consequently postal coaches 
connect villages with the railway. They often serve areas of small population and, in the early days, 
this led to the service running at a loss.

By 1917 postal  coaches were operating in the following areas: Bern, Le Locle, Uster,  Andermatt, 
Gelterkinden, Airolo, Küblis, Zürich Wiedikon, Martigny, Brig, Wädenswil and Biel. It was at this time 
that the final changeover from horse to motor began in earnest.

In 1918 the postal coach service between Nesslau and Wildhaus, the first truly mountain route, began 
and  proved  the  superiority  of  the  motor  vehicle  for  carrying  passengers.  The  following  year  the 
diligence was replaced between Wildhaus and Buchs by an automobile  'trumpeting,  stinking  and 
polluting'.  However  it  was  to  be  ten  years  before  the  routes  could  be  used  in  winter.  A 50th 
anniversary handstamp was used at Nesslau on 8th May 1968 (Zumstein/Pen S672) – Fig. 1.

An important milestone was reached in 1919 when a postal coach crossed the Simplon Pass. This 
was  the first  crossing of  an  alpine  pass  by the  service.  The 50th anniversary of  this  event  was 
commemorated at Brig on 3rd June 1969 with a special handstamp (Zumstein/Pen S701) – Fig. 2. 
Slogan cancellations (4.2.69.) were used during June and July as follows:  Brig and Sion 1st – 30th 
June (Fig. 3), Visp and Sierre 1st – 31st July . 

              Fig. 1                                      Fig. 2                  Fig. 3

1919 also saw the opening of the line Reichenau – Waldhaus – Flims route. This is illustrated on the 
postal stationery card issued in 1926 (Z.107/032) – Fig. 4. (to be continued).

                                                                                Fig. 4                                                 
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REGISTRATION LABELS OF SWITZERLAND Part 1       MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD and WIM JACOBI

Wim Jacobi and the late Michael Rutherfoord had been working on this article for a long time prior to  
Michael's untimely death. Thankfully Wim has managed to complete it for publication for the benefit of us 
all. It appears in the Newsletter with the kind permission of Michael's widow (Editor)

Introduction

The registration of letters sent by post was introduced in the 1840s. At first one used special cancels - 
see Groups 19 and 20 of the Handbook of Cancels on Swiss stamps 1843 – 1907. For details on the use 
of these cancels see Doorenbos 1977 (see below). From 1892 special numbered labels were used on 
Swiss post for this subject. They were announced on 7th June 1892 and introduced on the 1st July in the 
same year (see announcement in German below). 

Act. Nr. 1498. 1.
20. Nummerierung der eingeschriebene Briefpostgegenstände.

(Vom 7. Juni 1892.)

Vom 1. Juli 1892 an sollen die rekommandirten Briefpostgegenstände und die Einzugs-mandate im 
inneren der Schweiz und nach dem Ausland, sowie die Werthbriefe und Werthschachteln nach 
dem Ausland mit einer gedruckten Etiquette (Aufgabenummer) versehen werden, welche in Form 
und Ausstattung dem nachstehenden Muster entspricht:

(D ie Einfassung der Buchstabe R und die Nummer sind roth gedruckt).

Diese Aufgabenummern werden in 2 Serien erstellt, nämlich  in einer Serie bis auf 100  und  in 
einer solchen  bis  auf 1000. Die größere Serie wird nur den wichtigeren Poststellen geliefert.

Mit der Inkraftsetzung des neuen Verfahrens haben die sämtlichen rechnungspflichtigen Poststellen in 
ihren Aufgaberegistern für rekommandirte Gegenstände und für Einzugsmandate  mit  der Zahl 1 zu 
beginnen.  Sodann  ist  die  Reihefolge  bei  der  Eintragung  der  Einschreibsendungen  stets  genau 
innezuhalten,  damit die Ordnungszahlen im Register mit den verwendeten Aufgabenummern immer 
übereinstimmen. Ist eine Nummerserie aufgebraucht, so wird in den Registern wieder mit  der Zahl 1 
begonnen.

Die außer Verwendung gelangenden Stempel <Chargé> und <R> sind nach Erhalt der gedruckten 
Aufgabenummern der Kreispostdirektion (Materialabtheilung) einzusenden.

The booklets with these labels were known as PTT Form Number 215.
This study excludes: FL, UN, parcels, PP, private printings, counter computer printings, stamped 
on and Registered Value. We have grouped the remainder into six categories:

A. Gummed and framed
B. Gummed frameless
C. Self-stick, bar-coded 
D. LSI system Self-stick, barcode & clear  
E. Return to previous Registration system
F. Foreign letter only.

GROUP A    Gummed and framed.     
Form number: Size: Used from: Until: For:
215 48 x 17 mm. and

52 x22 mm
1.7.1892 1945 53 years
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Type 0
    

This is a forerunner,  privately issued by Benziger,  Einsiedeln. used for the registered post  of  the 
company. Since this company also printed stamps for the PTT, among them the famous “Benziger 
Platte”, it is possible that they were trying to promote the case for specially produced labels for all 
registered post similar to those that had been in use in Elsace-Lotharingen, the annexed area of 
Germany, since 1871.

Type 1

First announced in PO Circular of 7th June 1892, that on 1st July 1892 numbered labels would be 
used for all registered letters, inland and  foreign. Red for the frame, the "R" and the numerals. The 
place name in black. There are 3 shades of red to be found (see G-V Catalogue). The numbers 
were type set, from 1 to 1000.

Type 2 

Printed in sheets of 25 (as recently discovered in the PTT Historical Archive) a set of 40 sheets 
would give the usual 1,000 labels. Four or eight sheets for 100 or 200 labels for the smaller POs. 
The sheets would be stapled together,  most  probably with  a card backing.  For separation the 
sheets were grid-pierced in one stroke (all 25 labels pierced on all 4 sides), to assist tearing the 
labels apart, but not always successfully. Many labels are seen with incorrectly cut edges made by 
the counter clerk. Nominal size of label:   48.5 x 18 mm; size of frame: 44.5 x 14 mm. These sheets 
were produced until 1st February 1914.
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Type 3 

Type 2    

About  1902  the  label  design  and  the  complex  printing 
procedure  was  simplified  by  using  black  only,  and  the 
figures  were  spaced  further  apart.  At  first  the  same 
colourless  grid-piercing  was  used,  but  other  experiments 
were made to solve the tearing problem. 
Type 2a

 

In 1922 new tests were made with a fine black dashed line 
between the labels  to indicate the piercing and to assist 
manual  cutting.  For this  reason the original  printing form 
was modified to increase the spacing between the labels, 
so that the label was increased from 48.5 x 18 mm  to  52 x 
20 mm, but the frame remained. Some tests seem to have 
been made with a label height of 22 mm. All vertical edges 
are now straight cut.
This means that a completely new layout was made using 
the existing printing blocks for sheets of 50 or 100, so that 
100 strips of 10 could be stapled after the sheets had been 
assembled  and  then machine  cut  into  booklets  of  1,000 
labels  (as  used  until  Type  10  in  the  year  2000).  Even 
though there are various piercing layouts and heights of 20 
& 22 mm to be found, the same Type 2a can apply: 52 x 21 
mm.
Type 2b

Here the frame size was changed in about 1925 from 44.5 
x 14 mm to 46 x 12.5 mm i.e. wider and lower, giving a 
label size of 52 x 18 mm. Not generally issued. 
Type 3  

Although black was kept,  the numbering (without a "No") 
was done with a continuous 3-figure numerator: 001 to 000 
in 1926 (above or below parts of the adjacent numerals can 
be seen sometimes).  As  both vertical  sides  were  cut  as 
before, it can be assumed that here too books of 100 strips 
were made up. The horizontal piercing was done without 
black lining, with fine and very fine spacing. Some manual 
cutting can be found as well. As the PTT had introduced the 
"A4" paper sizes in 1924/5 the nominal! size became D9/2 
= 48 x 17 mm. With the frame size of 40 x 12.5 mm. "R" is 
8.5 mm high. A vertical strip is shown left. (To be continued)
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RESPONSES TO THE NEWSLETTER QUESTIONNAIRE                                                    THE EDITOR

From a current membership of approximately 140, 39 questionnaires have been completed and returned 
to date. Thankyou to all those who have taken time out to help improve your Society's services. The 
answers to the key questions are encouraging and members have come up with a large number of 
suggestions for improvement which will be considered by your Committee. The range of the members' 
collecting interests emphasises the difficulty of catering for all tastes. N.B. When looking at the statistics, 
below be aware that some members did not answer all the questions. 

General 'Likes' and 'Dislikes' - 22 Members specifically indicated that they liked the Newsletter, 3 made it 
clear that they did not consider it  necessary to make any changes. There were few common 'likes'. 
Particular  'likes'  mentioned  included  'the  variety',  'the  8-page  format',  'interesting  and  informative 
articles', 'newsiness', 'readability' and 'regularity of publication'. Others mentioned : articles that stimulate 
a new collecting interest, articles that address specialist interests, short articles on specific postal items 
and Society news.

There were only a few 'dislikes' mentioned. There were no common 'dislikes'. One member felt that there 
were not enough 'interesting articles' and another advocated a return to the style and format pre-2004. 
The other individual criticisms related more to balance and format - see below. Examples - 'Not enough 
philatelic articles', 'Too much postal History' and 'Long articles with little philatelic interest'.

Balance - 30 thought the balance between 'philatelic articles' and 'news' was 'about right', only 4 did not.

Subject Matter - 30 thought the subject matter was 'about right', 4 that it was 'too specialist and 2 'too 
superficial'.  Several  members  acknowledged  that,  although  their  particular  interests  were  quite 
specialist, there was a need to meet a wide range of interests and cater for 'relative novices' in the 
hobby.  One or two expressed the need to ensure that the content of  the Newsletter maintained the 
Society's reputation as a serious organisation catering for the Swiss specialist. They understood that the 
content of the Newsletter was largely dependent on the input from the members themselves.

Improving the Content - There was a very encouraging level of response to this question – 30 in total. 16 
specifically indicated that they were generally happy with the content.  Two members suggested that 
there should be fewer 'esoteric' and 'fly-speck varieties' articles. There were few common suggestions 
for improvement but lots of good ideas. They included :

More 'philatelic' or 'serious' articles and more on stamps per se.  
A replacement for the 'Did You Know ?' column (x3).
A  regular feature for 'relative novices', partly to attract new members (x3).
Regular inclusion of the officers' contact details (x3).
Swiss Post news – e.g. on postal rate changes or new regulations.
Details of new issues, including background information a la 'Focus on Stamps'
More contributions from Members,  possibly stimulated by trying to commission more knowledgeable 
members to produce updated articles on key subjects. 
Members' news and photos of regional meetings.
Details of how to obtain HPS 'products' e.g. DVDs.
A buy/sell/swap corner. 
Pictures of high-priced auction items.
Cross-references to related articles in previous HPSNs. 
A regular monthly pointer to previously published, interesting articles for members to look up. 
An occasional thematic subject. 
A system for putting collectors with similar interests in touch with each other.

Subjects for More Detailed Coverage - A diverse range of no less than 40 subjects were suggested. The 
most commonly mentioned were:  Airmails, Stamps per se, A new 'Did You Know ?'- type column (4x 
each) and Background Swiss history, the 'Classics' (including design, printing methods, plate errors), 
Translations of key articles and a regular feature for 'relative novices' (3x each).

Improvements to Format, Layout etc. - 16 respondents indicated that they were happy with the format, 
layout, frequency, distribution, etc. and did not suggest any ways of improvement. A further 9 had no 
comments. 
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Three  respondents  expressed  strong  dislikes  suggesting  that  it  was  'dull  and  unimaginative',  'an 
unexciting format', 'too uniform a layout' and 'not attractive enough to entice new readers'. 
Respondents suggestions varied from : 

• reverting  to the pre-December 2004 format and style including a Swiss map mast-head.
• producing a  more substantial  magazine/brochure-like  format,  if  only  for  the  'occasional 

larger, more philatelic issue'.
• publication only 4 or 6 times a year.
• adopting a clean/clearer layout ; using boxes or frames to highlight important items.
• varying  headings  and  formats  to  distinguish  between  short  and  long  articles  (e.g.  two 

columns for short items) and varying type-settings. 
• dividing the newsletter into regular, clearly defined sections – News, Q and A, etc.
• improving the illustrations (x2).
• more colour (x4).

There were no specific concerns regarding the distribution arrangements. 

Reprinting  Articles -  22  members  indicated  that  they  would  like  to  see  'key  articles'  from previous 
newsletters reprinted in the Newsletter. 12 would not. Long-standing members with specialist interests 
and  knowledge  pointed  out  that  they  had  absorbed  much  of  the  information  in  past  editions. 
Nevertheless, a number of them understood that it would be beneficial for newer members if reprints 
were included occasionally. Several  members who did not want reprints pointed out that past articles 
could easily be accessed on the Society's website,  from the Library or  by purchasing the Society's 
Archive DVD.

Reprints from Other Journals - 27 members indicated that they would like to see more articles from other 
journals reproduced in the Newsletter. 7 would not. The translation problem was acknowledged.

The Internet and the Website - 19 members thought the content and roles of the Society's Newsletter 
and Website were complimentary/fully compatible. 2 did not. 9 said they did not have an opinion on this 
question because they could not/had not accessed the Website (n.b. a further 4 who did not respond to 
this  question  admitted  that  they  did  not  use  website  addresses).  Several  members  recognised  the 
importance of  the Website  as an archival  research resource and a shop window for  promoting the 
Society and attracting new members. It was suggested that the Website be further promoted through the 
Newsletter and its scope be extended e.g. to provide tailored information for 'relative novices', publish 
longer articles in one piece or illustrate interesting displays from members' collections. 

Website Addresses - 19 members used the website addresses quoted in the Newsletter, 16 did not.

Adverts and Auction News - 16 members thought we should not devote more space to commercial 
advertising/auction  news  (without  specifying)  and  2  specified  that  they  were  opposed  to  more 
advertising. 11 were in favour, of devoting more space to commercial advertising/auction news (without 
specifying). 4 made it clear that they specifically wanted more auction news and 4 more indicated that 
they were prepared to accept more space for adverts (if it provided more revenue that could be used to 
improve the Newsletter). 

GOOD TO KNOW !                                                                                                    WERNER GATTIKER

Grilled Paper or Grilled Gum?

In order to stop stamps and particularly whole sheets of stamps curling the PTT used a device to gently 
break  up  the  gum  surface  of  stamp  sheets  by  impressing  a  pattern  of  horizontal  and  vertical 
indentations, the so-called “grill”. This grill was used primarily between about 1933 and 1940. The grill 
pattern was impressed strongly enough to still show up on the back of used stamps once the gum has 
been removed. While this was purely a method to treat the gum of stamp sheets, strictly speaking we 
should talk about stamps with “grilled gum”, but in general parlance the term “grilled paper” has taken 
hold, both for mint and used stamps, although both SG and SBK now correctly talk of stamps with grilled 
gum in their catalogue listings. Whichever term you use, in practice there is no distinction. In a future 
article I will give some hints as to how best to tell grilled papers from “ordinary” papers.
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OBITUARY – BOB JOHNSON                                                                                       CLAUDE MISTELY

Sadly, we have to report the death in early February from a heart attack of Bob Johnson, one of the 
Society’s longest serving members who joined in 1957. He gave considerable support to the Society 
over the years and participated actively in the numerous meetings he attended. His main Swiss interest 
was the Ticino canton and he had a lot of expertise in the philately of this region. This provided the 
source of many interesting displays. His other philatelic interests were the Netherlands and particularly, 
Scandinavia with emphasis on Denmark.  He was an active member of the specialist societies for both of 
these areas and was able to provide some links with Swiss interests in them. 

Bob was born in Yorkshire and raised in Glasgow due to his father’s work. He was called up into the 
Royal Navy in the latter part of the Second World War and his ship took him out to Australia. When he 
was demobbed, he returned to England to live in West London. Bob will be greatly missed from our 
Society meetings. 

(Grateful thanks to Roger J Partridge, past President of the Scandinavian Philatelic Society, for providing  
additional background on Bob.)

NEWS FROM AMERICA

The AHPS have produced a bumper, glossy full-colour 60-page special edition of 'Tell'  (March 2012) 
which is almost  entirely devoted to a profusely illustrated article by their  former president  Ernest  L. 
Bergman  and  AHPS  secretary  Richard  T.  Hall,  who  so  capably  edited  the  society’s  Philately  of 
Switzerland.  The article “Switzerland in World War II: Its Defence – Its Survival – Its Refugees” is based 
on Bergman’s collection of refugee and internment mail, his personal memories of that time as a refugee 
himself, and historical research by Hall. It is well worth careful study. A copy is available for inspection in 
our Society's Library. The cost of publication and mailing was made possible through donations from Dr. 
Bergman and another generous member of the Society.

If you want a personal copy of this edition of 'Tell' it is obtainable at $20 including postage and a coupon 
entitling you $10 off  AHPS membership dues if  you later decide to join.  Please contact the AHPS's 
Secretary  Dick  Hall  –  P.O.  Box  15053,  Asheville,  NC  28813,  USA or  email  rtravis@alum.mit.edu. 
Alternatively, if you wish to join the AHPS this year at an annual subscription charge of $30 you will 
receive all six editions of 'Tell' issued in 2012 including this one. AHPS Membership applications can be 
downloaded from their website www.swiss-stamps.org and should be mailed to Dick Hall.

ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING REMINDER

When you are reading this  we will  be about  two weeks away from the main event  of  the Helvetia 
Philatelic Society this year, taking place on 16th and 17th April in Wells, Somerset. If you haven't booked 
in already, there is still time if you get in touch with our Treasurer straight away. If you cannot attend on 
both days or stay overnight, it will be possible to attend on either the Monday or Tuesday only - this may 
be a particularly useful option if you live in easy travelling distance of Wells. You must let the Treasurer 
know you are coming and book for coffee breaks and lunch on the day (and/or the Society Dinner on the 
Monday). Werner Gattiker has confirmed that he will be attending the Meeting with a selection from his 
current stock for, as he says: 'people to browse and hopefully be tempted to buy a few bits'.  

NEXT MEETINGS OF THE REGIONAL GROUPS

Northern – The final meeting of the season is the AGM and Competition which takes place on Saturday, 
31st March at Corporation Mill, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire commencing at 2.00.p.m. Further details from 
David Hope Tel. 0161 303 0091.
Southern -  The summer meeting has been moved to Saturday 16th  June to avoid clashing with the 
Queen’s Jubilee celebrations, when travelling may prove difficult. The subject will be: “Postcards with 
Pictures”  –  members'  displays,  and  will  take  place  at  the  Cricketfield  House  Hotel,  Wilton  Road, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire commencing at 10.30.a.m. Further details from Fred Hoadley Tel. 01403 711987.
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