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A TPO MYSTERY                                                                                                             FRED HOADLEY

The route taken by an item of mail is not always the most straightforward. The letter from Uster (ZH) to 
Diesbach (GL) in 1865 shown above is a good example.

The rail network as it existed at the time shows that Uster was on the main route south from Zürich and 
mail destined for Glarus should have been carried on the more direct Zürich-Glarus route – see the map 
shown  below  left.  However  for  some  reason  this  item  was  carried  on  the  Zürich-Sargans  TPO 
presumably leaving the train at Weesen for onward transit to Glarus, possibly by diligence – see the TPO 
cancel shown below right.

The Glarus post  office applied the transit  cds and the mail  continued to Diesbach 12 kms.  distant. 
Diesbach sub-office was not opened until January 1866, which explains the absence of an arrival mark.

 

                                
HELV  PHIL  SOC  NEWSL.  65th year  No. 11  pp 85 - 92  London  November  2012  ISSN 0951– 0001



Page 86         HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER           November 2012

GOOD TO KNOW ! BY WERNER GATTIKER

The Smooth White Chalky Paper of 1940/41
Just before the appearance of the 1941 recess-printed Historic Designs and Airmail issues, some of the 
previous values appeared on a new paper. One must assume that the chalky paper with grilled gum 
used up to 1940 must have run out, so that when reprints were required of the 20c Airmail the 50c, 60c 
and 80c Helvetia with Sword and three of the four Shield values a new paper had to be introduced, 
bridging the gap until the new recess pictorials were ready. This was a dense, white chalky paper with 
very smooth white gum, feeling a little thicker than the previous grilled paper.  Since this issue was very 
short-lived,  used stamps are  scarce to  rare and worth  more than the  equivalent  mint  stamps.  The 
Zumstein numbers for these stamps are: Airmail 4y, Definitives 113y, 140y, 141y, 163y, 164y and 165y.

How can we tell this smooth white chalky paper from the previous printings?
1. The gum is no longer grilled.
2. The paper is dense and when viewed from the back the printing does not show through at all, 
and the watermark is not always clear. 
3. The paper appears whiter than the older non-grill papers, and the gum is also white and very 
smooth, without any crackling.
4. The printing is smooth and fine, and the colours, particularly on the 90c, 1f. 20, 1f. 50, but also 
on the 50c Helvetia are paler than on the older non-grill papers, similar to the shades on grilled 
paper.
5. The paper is tough, resulting in generally very irregular perfs. Stamps without short or pulled 
perfs. are scarce!

    6. Postmark dates must be 1940 or 1941 (later stragglers possible).

Apart from these definitives, Franchise stamps, initially released on grilled paper in 1935, were also re-
issued in 1943 on this paper, but because they were never issued on ordinary non-grill paper, there is no 
problem in classifying them correctly.

USEFUL NEW BOOKS                                                                                                                   EDITOR

Reported in the AHPS's 'Tell' September 2012 :
'Catalogo Rapido' by Roberto Di Casola. An easy to use guide to Swiss machine cancels. In a single 
loose-leaf volume (25 CHFr. plus postage), it makes it simple to find a particular cancel. For those who 
require a fully comprehensive catalogue, turn to Giovanni Balimann's two-volume version.

'Die Automobil – postbüros der Schweizer PTT 1937 bis 2003' by Giovanni Balimann on the Swiss postal 
bus system. 590 pages, soft-bound, lavishly illustrated in colour. Chapters – History of the Postal Bus, 
Description of the Equipment,  Cancels,  Postal  Stationery  and  Postage  Stamps  for  the  Postal  Bus, 
Etiquettes,  Numbering  of  the  Cancels,  Miscellaneous,  Milestones  in  the  History  of  the  Postal  Bus, 
Literature and an Index of Cancels. Available from Herr Balimann at m-handbuch@bluewin.ch

A  useful  reference  source  for  Swiss  Revenue  Stamps  is  the  catalogue  of  D.  Gainon  which  is 
unfortunately out of print, but is available as a CD-ROM  from Herr Ernst Schätti at Seftigenstrasse, 346, 
CH-3084 Wabern. - CHFr. 10.00. The classic book on early Swiss philately, 'Les Timbres-Poste Suisses 
1843-1862'  by  Mirabaud  and  de  Reuterskiold  can  be  seen  on  the  following  website  : 
http://archive.org/details/lestimbrespostesOOmira

mailto:m-handbuch@bluewin.ch
http://archive.org/details/lestimbrespostesOOmira
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ST GALLEN TPO CANCELLERS                                                                                       BOB MEDLAND

                                     
                                   Fig. 1                                                                          Fig. 2

Despite their plain appearance, straight-line hand-stamps (SL) struck on letters generate considerable 
interest to the postal historian. Their exact place of use in connection with mail sent by railway Travelling 
Post Offices (TPOs) has been the source of much discussion in recent years. The main question is 
whether they were struck at the railway station accepting mail or on board the TPO itself. At the society’s 
national meeting in Wells this year a page in my display of Swiss postal  cancellations inadvertently 
sparked off earnest debate on the subject: the page showed three different SLs struck on TPO mail from 
St Gallen in the late 1800s. This prompted me to try and find more evidence that might provide an 
answer: the results of my analysis of items posted at St Gallen show that at least some SL cancellers 
were carried on board TPOs, hence must have been struck on mail whilst en route.

The first part of the study was to identify the different St Gallen SLs used on mail sent by TPOs between 
1870 and 1905. Cancellers of this era are catalogued in ‘Grosses Handbuch der Abstemplungen auf 
Schweizer Marken 1843-1907’ by F.X. Andres and Hans Emmenegger,  1973 (AW). Whilst  this is an 
extensive, superb reference work, it is incomplete, particularly from the 1880s onwards and for railway 
cancellers. I have identified a total of 16 different St Gallen SLs used during this period. Of these, no less 
than 12 (including three not listed in AW) are known to have been used on TPO mail – see  Table 1 
below. SL cancellers generally were of robust construction, surviving several decades of use; it is highly 
improbable that so many versions could have been issued just for use at St Gallen station. 

Two examples are shown in Figures 1 and 2 above. Figure 1 shows a card posted on 23/9/1871, struck 
with  ST. GALLEN  (AW  Group  33/23)  and  ST.  GALLEN-ZURICH  BP.BA.  (from  Peter  Vonwiller’s 
collection). Figure 2 shows a card posted on 22/4/1893 with framed ST GALLEN (AW Group 56/95) and 
AMBULANT No 25 on train no. 36.
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Postal staff on TPOs had to check that the franking 
on mail was correct and this had to comply with the 
relevant  rate  for  the  distance  from  posting  to 
destination,  hence  the  point  at  which  mail  was 
received had to be noted somehow. Mail collected in 
bulk  at  stations  either  had  to  be  marked  either 
before loading onto TPOs or noted once the train 
was under way so mail was struck with a SL. In the 
absence of  a  SL on board,  mail  was  or  noted  in 
manuscript  –  see  Figure  3  for  an  example.  The 
actual  cancellation  of  mail  on  TPOs was  effected 
with circular date stamps (CDS) identifiable by the 
words ‘Bahnpost’, ‘Ambulant’ or the particular route. 
The next part of the study was to identify these. 

                                                                              
Figure 3 above shows a letter posted on TPO at Aardorf on 27/8/1888. In the absence of a SL on board, 
acceptance was noted in manuscript. Cancelled with AMBULANT No 54 on train no. 7.

       Table 2

The principal train route through St Gallen was No. 25: close inspection of available material revealed 
that there were at least seven different ‘Ambulant No. 25’ cancellers in use in the 1890s – see Table 2 
above. During this period, as many as 14 trains (in each direction) operated on Route 25: see Figure 4 
below which is an extract from the train schedules for June 1892. Assuming, for example, that the main 
trains all carried TPOs, possibly there were even more cancellers in use at the time.

    Fig. 4

I have seen an example of a card posted on 22/4/1893 with framed ST GALLEN (AW Group 56/95) and 
AMBULANT No 25. (AW 76C/23) – struck on board train no. 36 (illustration to appear in next issue – Ed.)

The next logical step was to see if there was any correlation between the use of the individual SL and 
CDS, evidenced from examples of mail. If they were indeed paired up it would follow that they were 
carried on board the same TPO. Table 3 on the next page shows the results. Through checking various 
sources, I  found a total  of  20 items bearing St Gallen TPO marks. Whilst  this is admittedly a small 
sample of material, results of the analysis are compelling. 
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                                                                          Table 3
In summary:
1. In the early 1870s, SL AW33/23 was used in conjunction with CDS ‘St Gallen-Zurich BP BA’ whilst 
AW33/24 was used with BAHNPOST No 36, later an unknown AMBULANT CDS.
2. In the 1890s, six different versions of SL were used in conjunction with different AMBULANT No. 25 
date-stamps. 
3. None of the SLs was used with more than one CDS. However, several different SLs were used over 
the years with the same CDS. More than one SL may have been carried in each TPO.
4. Conversely, SL AW60/47 was used in connection with no less than five different CDS between 1873 
and 1893. Possible explanations are that this was a spare, used as a replacement; or that it was used at 
St Gallen station prior to mail being put on board TPOs.

Not  being  a  specialist  in  TPOs,  I  must  now leave  it  to  other  collectors  to  see  if  there  are  similar 
correlations to be found for other TPO route CDS and hand-stamps.

In conclusion I should like to thank Peter Vonwiller for kindly providing me with accurate copies of items 
from his St Gallen collection and for allowing me to use his example at Figure 1. My grateful thanks also 
to Fred Hoadley similarly for providing copies of examples and for providing me with copies of train route 
schedules for the period.

TPO CANCELS – A DISCOVERY                                                                                     FRED HOADLEY

Checking through some recent  acquisitions I  discovered a cancellation for  the TPO 
route Bern - Aarau that is not recorded in the Müller handbook. The cancel (shown left), 
marked on the front of a folded letter from Bern to Langenthal in 1863, is of the ‘French-
style’, in that the end-terminals are separated by the letter “A” for “to”, instead of the 
normal horizontal bar. 

Similar cancels are recorded in Müller under Group 84A, an example of which was shown in my article 
“Mail by Rail” (ref. HPSN 2010 P. 90). Müller listed four separate cancellers in this group, namely: 

1. BASEL A OLTEN
2. NEUCHÂTEL A PONTARLIER
3. OLTEN A BASEL
4. PONTARLIER A NEUCHÂTEL  

 
I’ve provisionally listed this discovery as type 84A/5, and assume that somewhere there must be an 
example of the canceller for the return journey AARAU A BERN, which I will, again provisionally, list as 
84A/6.

I would be interested to learn if other members have seen examples of either of these two cancellers, 
and if so, perhaps they could let me know, via the Editor. I would particularly like to know the dates of 
use. Finally, are there other so-far undiscovered TPO cancels out there?
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NEXT HPS MEETINGS

The Annual National Meeting and AGM – Monday 15th and Tuesday 16th April 2013 in Worcester. Full 
details and a booking form will be forwarded with the next Newsletter, but I suggest you put the dates in 
your diary now!

Northern Region -  Saturday 17th November 2012 'The Jungfrau Railway'  – Tony Hoyle. Saturday 1st 

December 2012 'Philately of the Jura  Bernois'  –  Neville  Nelder.  Both  meetings  will  take  place  at 
Corporation Mill, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire commencing at 2.00.p.m. Further details from David Hope 
Tel. 0161 303 0091.

Southern Region - Saturday 23rd February 2013 'Cinderellas' - All  Members; Saturday 8th June 2013 
'Public  Health  Documentation  and  Disinfected  Mail'  –  guest  speaker  V.  Denis  Vandervelde.  Both 
meetings will take place at the Cricketfield House Hotel, Wilton Road, Salisbury, Wiltshire commencing 
at 10.30.a.m. Further details from Fred Hoadley Tel. 01403 711987.

THE NORTHERN REGION MEETINGS IN SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER                          DAVID HOPE

The subject New Acquisitions/Members' Choice got the new season off to a fine start in September. Ian 
Gilchrist  showed a  sheet  of  poster  stamp reproductions  for  the  Geneva  Motor  Show;  Allan  Green 
showed Libertas and other essays,  Standing Helvetia  proofs  and Gotthard railway centenary items; 
Dennis Cairns showed photocopies of a Swiss calendar showing various aircraft 1913 - 1930s; David 
Whitworth showed a selection of Debt Recovery envelopes; Gordon Bromberger showed some Suchard 
advertising cards; David Hope showed items related to the 1941 Historical issue, some Second World 
War covers and some railway items.

At the October meeting David Whitworth presented 'Definitives 1960 - 1968'. He began by displaying the 
various stamps with booklets and coils. After this David proceeded to show a vast range of covers and 
cards illustrating the use of these stamps for printed matter, local post, national post, registered and 
express, nachnahme, debt collection, airmail and foreign surface. Of note was an express postcard of 
1973, mis-cut coils, tête-beche usage, an urgent registered 1962, airmail postcards to Africa and USA 
along with mail to Sudan, Lebanon, Philippines, Bermuda and St Kitts. The reduced CEPT rate was 
illustrated along with a 1968 cover with a 20c Swiss definitive cancelled in Konstanz, Germany without 
incurring postage due. On one frame David showed examples of mixed frankings making up the 50c 
rate. He said there were 39 different combinations! Throughout the covers were cancelled with a range 
of postmarks including railway station cancels. All in all a very fine presentation, one to be seen to really 
appreciate its content.

SHARING OUR KNOWLEDGE                                                                   DEREK AND RUTH DAWSON

In responding to the Newsletter Questionnaire Derek and Ruth raised an interesting issue : “Why is there 
so much secrecy in the Club about who collects what ? While showing our Hotel Post on one occasion I 
was able, through the interest of a couple of members, to purchase two lovely items from them. Just 
recently Derrick Slate wrote to me about a hotel on the Rigi which I was able to pinpoint for him from 
maps I had of the mountain produced as 'give-aways' by the Rigi Kaltbad Hotel. It is very nice to be able 
to do this sort of thing. I got from Derrick a marvellous scan of the foyer of the Rigi Kulm Hotel. I would 
think a complete list of all our members and their collecting interests would enable lots of inter-member 
information to pass to and fro to everyone's advantage. Our collecting interests are free for all members 
to know, together with our address, 'phone number and email.”

A few years ago, to direct our services more effectively to those aspects of Swiss philately which most 
interested our members, the Society produced a list of members' interests on a voluntary basis and on 
the understanding that personal details would not be divulged to others. This list is now out of date. A 
related  question  was  included  in  the  recent  newsletter  questionnaire,  but  the  response  rate  was 
relatively low. The Society could send out a fresh, single-question questionnaire to update and improve 
our  information  base.  From this,  if  individual  members  agreed  to  participate,  we  could  provide  all 
members  with  details  of  their  particular  collecting  interests  (or  send  this  information  only  to  those 
members with known similar  interests).  Doing so would enable greater  interaction and possibly the 
setting up of one or two 'study groups'. What do you think ? Views to Editor please. (Honorary Secretary) 
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A SOCIETY LOGO                                                                                                      PETER VONWILLER

From time to time consideration has been given to designing a Society logo which could be incorporated 
into the Newsletter Masthead, the Website and all printed matter. For some unknown reason nothing has 
ever materialised. Living as we do in the age of 'Image' may be we should consider this subject afresh. 
So please put your “thinking caps on” and let the Editor have your ideas – these can be in the form of a 
description or budding artists may like to sketch out their ideas. Either way it is important that the logo 
should instantly be recognised as Swiss and Philatelic. Do bear in mind that the Swiss authorities may 
not be enthusiastic about the use of an issued postage stamp design, nor the depiction of the Swiss 
Cross or the Crossbow in certain formats. If this project engenders, as it is hoped, considerable interest 
maybe we could end up with a competition when our Honorary Treasurer might be persuaded to come 
up with a prize ! Over to you.

A REQUEST FOR HELP

Our Society has been contacted by a philatelist in the USA, Kenneth Rothschild. In collaboration with a 
French  collector,  he  is  compiling  a  booklet  detailing  those  Swiss  Franchise  stamps  issued  to 
organisations concerned with aiding the deaf. To this end he needs scans of stamps (on or off cover) 
with the following numbers:-

Small 50, 58,123, 221, 255, 276, 277, 278, 389, 403, 418, 451, 466, 588 and 672.
     Large 167, 1401,342, 526, 516, 619, 855, 859,1041,1074 and 1121.

Any member  having examples of  the specified stamps and willing to  assist,  should e-mail  Kenneth 
Rothschild at ksrothschild@gmail.com Contributors will I understand be acknowledged in the published 
booklet.

REPORT ON THE SWISS NATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION IN NIDWALDEN                               EDITOR

A gloriously sunny Stans, the home of Arnold von Winkelried, provided an ideal location for my first visit 
to a 'Swiss National'. Yellow double-decker Post buses were on hand specifically to transport visitors 
from the small railway station to the site. The impressive modern sports centre and adjoining museum 
buildings offered ample space and light for the displays of the 250+ exhibitors and numerous dealers' 
stands. There were plenty of enthusiastic collectors milling around the Swiss Post's and the VSPhV's 
souvenirs, the stamp designers offering to sign their autographs and the remarkable exhibits of specially 
invited guests. Those that particularly caught my fancy were the 150th Anniversary of the Sitting Helvetia 
issue, the Postcards of Nidwalden and, pride of place, a wonderful display of Hans Erni's preliminary 
sketches and designs for several of his Swiss postage stamps – all in stunning colours. 

A special effort had been made to cater for young collectors at the Junaphilex 2012 exhibition which ran 
in parallel and many were present on both the days I was there. Among the visitors I bumped into were 
Ian Gilchrist, Werner Gattiker and our American friend Richard Hall. I also spent some time at our regular 
advertiser Rölli Schär's stand, amongst others. 

Having been used over the years to a diet of, at most, three or four outings to displays of Swiss material 
(say 120 frames per year), I must admit I was a little overwhelmed by the cornucopia of material before 
me. Initially rambling aimlessly between the exhibits I soon realised I needed a 'viewing strategy' if I were 
to maximise the benefits of my visit. Turning to the comprehensive, 80-page show catalogue I set off for 
some of the key exhibits – the Meisterklasse (reserved for those who had obtained a Grand-Prix or at 
least three Gold Medals at National or International level) and the Guest Exhibits. Among the items that 
caught my fancy were a beautiful display of early postcards (Vogel Bernd) and some fine Airmail and 
Zeppelin material (Roger Muller, Martin Edmond, Forster Eckhard and Ian Gilchrist with his SCADTA 
display). Elsewhere, I was particularly taken with Harlen F. Stone's two exhibits: 'International Postage 
Due Charges 1862–1907' (Gold) and 'Stamp-Imprinted Envelopes (Gross Gold), George Strubel's 'Swiss 
Airmail up to 1939' (with many 1913 First Flights and two Bider-signed covers), Eric Werner's 'Campione 
(Vermeil), Reinhold Huber's 'Landscape and Technology issues 1934-1959' (Gold), Robert Wightman's 
'International Special Stamps pre-1921' (Gross Gold), Peter Michael's 'The IKW Issue 1918-1919' and 
Willy  Monnet's  Architectural  Maximum  Cards.  And  beyond  the  Exhibition  -  all  the  wonders  of  the 
Vierwaldstättersee area. A wonderful experience. My advice is to put GLABRA 2013 in your diary now! 

mailto:aksrothschild@gmail.com
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THE SOCIETY LIBRARY                                                                                            PETER VONWILLER

With a pending house move this autumn, and after more years in post than most of us can remember, 
Derrick Slate decided that it was time to step down as The Librarian. Derrick gave the Committee plenty 
of time to consider who might best succeed him. It was necessary to find not only an enthusiastic and 
knowledgeable person prepared to meet the needs of the Society’s membership but someone with the 
facilities for the safekeeping of the Library’s content. It is therefore with considerable pleasure that we 
can  announce  the  appointment  of  our  well-known  Committee  member  Bob  Medland  as  the  new 
Librarian. The transportation of books, journals etc. to their new home, a not inconsiderable task, has 
been undertaken by Don Symonds and his wife. We thank them for carrying out this task so efficiently. 
Next April’s Annual National Meeting will provide an opportunity to formally thank Derrick for his years of 
loyal service and officially welcome Bob. Meanwhile Bob would like to share a few of his initial thoughts 
as he takes up his new position :

"The society is very fortunate in owning a substantial library of books etc. mostly on Swiss philately and 
related subjects.  I  wonder how many members appreciate how much there is and what the various 
books and documents have to offer. Over the months to come I intend to carry out a complete review of 
the library’s contents, then highlighting in the Newsletter some of the more interesting tomes. I will also 
supply a regular note in the Newsletter, summarising contents of the most recent publications received. 
There are also proposals to merge the Society’s Northern Group’s library with the main one so I will have 
plenty to do over the forthcoming winter months. My contact details are set out below."

CONTACTING YOUR SOCIETY'S OFFICERS

Are you taking full advantage of the Society's services ?  Here are the latest contact details :

 The Chairman, David Hope Tel. 0161 303 0091   Email hope.david@yahoo.co.uk     

The Secretary, Peter Vonwiller - see details in the heading on the first page of every Newsletter. Email : 
peter.vonwiller@btinternet.com

The Treasurer, Norton Wragg - Tel. 01625 613654    Email norton.wragg@ntlworld.com  

Packet Secretary, Richard Akers - Address : 'Belmont', Church Lane, Stoke Bruerne, Northamptonshire 
NN12 7SG   Tel. 01604 863328   Email : rjakers@hotmail.co.uk  

Librarian, Bob Medland – Tel. 01761 452959 or 07702 537000    Email : hirundo@dsl.pipex.com 

Webmaster, Fred Hoadley - Tel. 01403 711987    Email : fred.hoadley@btinternet.com

Publicity Officer, Adrian Keppel. - Tel. 01557 500510   Email : rerrick@btopenworld.com

Newsletter Distributor, Rosalind Ragg - Tel. 01386 438276   Email : rosalind.ragg@btinternet.com

Newsletter Editor, Richard Donithorn - see details in the heading on the first page of every Newsletter.
Email : katedonithorn@hotmail.com
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