Problems in the International Use of Post Cards

With reference to publications of the UPU and the Swiss Post Office

Based on the rules regarding the international use of post-cards which | have identified, | have divided this
presentation into the following periods:

1.

10.

Up to 30 June 1875 (before the General Postal Union agreement of 9 October 1874 came into
effect): Agreements between individual countries

The GPU came into effect as from 1 July 1875 (France 1 January 1876): Post cards had to be
prepaid and the rate was defined by the GPU as half the letter-rate, the norm for which was 25c.
During a transition period, letter-rates between 20c and 32c were permitted. Of the Latin Monetary
Union countries, Belgium and Switzerland set their post card rates at 10c; France, Greece and ltaly
set their rates at 15¢c. France charged an additional 5c¢ for sea carriage to the USA (using the GPU
option to charge a supplement of up to half the letter-rate for sea carriage of over 300 nautical miles).

The 1878 UPU Congress in Paris resolved that:

i. The maximum size for a post card was 14 x 9 cm

ii. A post card must bear the inscription “Union Postale Universelle” and the name of the issuing
country in the local language and in French

The Swiss Postal Tariff of 1 August 1881 explained that

i. The address-side of a post card may bear only: the address, the sender's printed or rubber-
stamped name and address, other postal notations (e.g. “Express” etc.)

ii. Private post cards are not permitted (i.e. only postal stationery cards are allowed)

iii. The attaching or sticking of objects (e.g. glitter material) onto post cards is not permitted

The 1885 UPU Congress in Lisbon resolved that a post card must bear
i. the inscription “Carte Postale / Union Postale Universelle”
ii. the inscription “Coté reserve a I'adresse” in French and in the local language

Commemorative post cards of Switzerland and other countries up to 1897 often conflicted with

the provisions regarding the addition of designs and decoration to the address-side.

The Swiss Postal Circular no. 261 of 16 November 1892 explained that:

i. Designs and advertising may be printed on the back of a post card, but not on the address-side

ii. The Swiss P.O. will also forward private post cards of this kind abroad without treating them as
under-franked letters; but there is a risk that postage due will be charged at the destination

iii. Postage due will only be charged on post cards with designs or advertising on the front which arrive
from abroad if the sending country has already marked them with a “T” as underpaid

The 1897 UPU Congress in Washington relaxed the provisions regarding additions to the address-
side so as to permit designs and decoration

The 1906 UPU Congress in Rome rescinded the provisions forbidding messages on the address-
side — the so-called “divided front” had already been introduced by some countries for inland use

Other aspects not mentioned above

i. Post cards with short greeting at the printed matter rate
ii. Reply paid postal cards

iii. Single taxation of foreign post-free military post cards
iv. Required inscription obscured or text in franking field

v. Innocent use of stationery cut-outs on postal cards

The calculation of postage due on post cards

i. 1July 1875 to 31 March 1879: twice the correct postage, less the franking

ii. 1 April 1879 to 31 December 1975: twice the missing postage, sometimes reduced to 5/8 or 7/10

iii. Fully unpaid post cards are an exception. The UPU’s intention was that twice the letter-rate would
be charged — but from ca. 1900, the receiving country charged twice its own foreign post card rate












































































































