Did You Know?
 June 1972
 Some remarkable prices were realised for Swiss slogans (machine cancellations) at the
auction hosted by the Swiss Machine Cancellation Society (VSM) in March 1972.
Of all the lots sold, the auction‟s star item was the rare flag cancel (PTT No. 3.49) a
pictorial flag issued in 1959 for the town of Wil (St. Gallen) in which there appears, after
the name "WIL," the added identification of "ST. GALLEN."
This flag was in use for a very short time, after which it was redesigned, with the "ST.
GALLEN." identification removed. In its second form it is recorded as PTT No. 3.59 and
is worthless.

3.49

3.59

 A further modern rarity has been made by the PTT in rather the same way as the item
mentioned above. During the months of September (in Lugano) and November (in
Chiasso) 1971, the slogan “Sostenete l’aiuto sport svizzero ....” (No. 2.1.74) was used.
It reappeared at Chiasso 2 in February 1972 as No. 2.1.76 with the text changed to “...
l’aiuto allo sport”. This is the third time recently that a „cheap‟ slogan has become rare
due to a minor change in the Italian text. Lucky VSM members got theirs through their
New Issue service.

 That an adjustable wrench or spanner, as shown on the recent 10c. “TCS/ACS Road
Relief” stamp (Z.505) is called an „Engländer‟ in colloquial German. Perhaps because of
an Englishman‟s flexible way of getting to grips with a tough nut of a problem!

 That the Swiss „Luftpost-Katalog‟ is a must for all Swiss airmail collectors, with an
incredible amount of detail on first flights etc. It is also of particular interest to postmark
collectors, as every possible one is shown; including slogan cancels with an „air‟ theme.

 That the “Fund for Furthering Philately” will again benefit from the sale of exhibition
blocks. This time they will receive about 1½ million S.Fr. from the sale of 2,063,000
„NABA 1971‟ miniature sheets. This income is used to finance local and national
exhibitions, as well as books, films, etc.

 That quite a number of old Swiss stamps remain valid to this day.
Q. Which are the oldest? A. The „Symbolic Designs‟ of 17 September 1938, that is: the
definitive high values of Fr.3, 5 and 10.
Other issues still valid are:
Medium-value definitive series (from 15.1.1941)
Low-value definitive series (1.8.1949)
Mobile P.O (8.10.1953)
Europa from first issue (13.7.1957)
Commemoratives from (20.2.1961)
Miniature sheets (from 21.3.1963)
Pro Patria (from 1.6.1964)
Pro Juventute (from 1.12.1964)
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Did You Know?
 July 1972
 Only 150 copies of the German edition of the classic publication “Die Schweizerischen
Postmarken 1843-1862” by Mirabaud-Reuterskiöld, were printed in 1899. Editor‟s note:
a copy of the 1975 English edition is held in The Society‟s library.

 The PTT introduced coin machines for the standard SFr.5 stamp booklets (green).
There is a double unit in Winterthur.

 These SFr.5 booklets received a new German title “Postmarken” (previously
Frankomarken), when the change from „Postal Messengers‟ to „Historical Buildings‟ was
made in June 1970. However, during the changeover period a small number of „wrong‟
stamp sheets were used with both the old and new covers. As far as is known all the
stamps of one booklet were of the same issue.
As each layout produces 20 booklets (80 stamps per tête-bêche sheet) there are 80
different booklet types in existence. By the way, „plating‟ these sheets is not too difficult if
you use the Zumstein advertisements on the rear cover.

 In June the Swiss Parliament debated new postal rates in great detail and passed the
new law. In the main the 20c postcard rate and local letter rate within 10 km., will vanish,
so that all local letters and postcards will cost 30c for 250g.
As all Swiss laws do not become effective for 6 months (to allow citizens – at least
50,000 – to call for a general referendum, as has happened quite often, including the rise
in postal rates about 20 years ago, which the country as a whole rejected), these
changes will not affect the 1972 stamp programme. Coin machines for 10c and 20c
stamps; and 20c postcards will certainly be under review.

 The 40c and 80c portrait stamps of 1971 (Z.498 & 502) were not the first to show
foreigners.

Two other Swiss stamps show a man
from the British Isles.

Alexandre Yersin
1863-1943)

Frederick Grant Banting
(1891-1941)

Q. What was his name and what was he doing in Switzerland? (answer in the next issue)
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Did You Know?
 August 1972
 In July 1972 the PTT installed a new stamp vending machine in the main
(Schanzenpost) post office in Bern. This machine accepts any number of 10c, 20c, 50c
and SFr.1.- coins up to a total of SFr.1.- and delivers combinations of 20c & 30c stamps
accordingly. The 20c is the usual coil stamp (Z.484) and the 30c is the Gais Town Centre
design (Z.416) from hand-made rolls from stamp sheets. If this prototype proves
satisfactory others will follow.

 Collectors of Liechtenstein stamps, postmarks and postal stationery, are fortunate if they
can get hold of one of the best produced handbooks ever seen. Produced in A5 sized
loose-leaf booklets, 4 sections have appeared so far, covering postcards, Registration
labels, postmarks, slogans, franks etc. Not cheap but indispensable. Obtainable from:
The Liechtenstein Study Circle.

 When the Swiss Philatelic Societies held their Delegates' Annual Conference on Sunday,
5th May 1940, they issued a special postcard to commemorate the first century of the
'Penny Black'.
Mobile Post Office No. 3 used a three-line cachet in red: 'LUZERN / 100 Jahre
Briefmarken / 6.V.1840 - 8.V.1940'. Listed as No. 293 in the PEN catalogue this is one of
the rarest, and most expensive, of the MPO postmarks, due no doubt to the tense
political situation at that time.

 Until 1969 all MPO cachets were supposed to be in two colours, either red for a text-only
cachet, or black for those containing any form of illustration. Anything else is incorrect,
and perhaps rare. Now they are all black.

 Since March of this year Bern 1 has been using another test town die (or crown as they
are called here) with time and date reels. This one has a diameter of 25 mm. compared
to the previous, and apparently unsuccessful, 22 mm. dies used experimentally in Bern
and Zürich for a year or so.

 The answer to last month‟s Question is shown on the Pro Juventute (Z.26) and Pro
Patria (Z.56) stamps. These show St. Fridolin, an Irish monk active at the end of the 5th
century in southern Germany and
Switzerland, converting the heathens?
Some encyclopaedias say he was
Scottish, but this is probably because
Ireland was called 'Scotia minor' in some
circles at that time.

 This month‟s Question is also something „foreign‟. On the 1947 Air Mail issue (Z.42) is
shown a famous non-Swiss figure in the background. Now which Swiss stamp shows as
its main item a non-Swiss building?
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Did You Know?
 September 1972
 The new extra-large 40c 'Anti-pollution' stamp comes in small sheets of only 16 stamps
at a price of SFr.6.40 and has an extended period of sale till the end of 1973. I wouldn't
advise speculation, but make sure you get a sheet early.

 The last two extra-specials were sold out quicker than expected. The „boy and girl‟
gymnasts of March 1971 were sold out during the 'NABA' in Basel in June 1971, and the
Pro Aero of February 1972 was most embarrassingly sold out during the 'LUPO' at the
end of April. The latter was also in a small sheet of only 20 stamps.

 A few years ago, around 1960, large quantities of Swiss stamps remained unsold at the
end of the period of sale.

 There is rising interest - and prices - in used Swiss stamps having a 'full' cancellation,
that is a clear indication of place and date of the postmark. Previously an arc in the
lower left hand quarter was preferred, especially for newer issues.

 Only in 1924 was the PTT rule withdrawn that all stamps on a cover had to have their
own postmark strike.

 At least one firm in Switzerland is still producing 'perfins', perhaps the last one. This is
the very large transport firm of Danzas, for their freight office at Koblenz on the Rhine,
for traffic across the river. I have two examples of the 30c. „Radio‟ stamp of this year
(Z.507), each with 2 'D's punched in it at a distance of 20.5 mm. which is the exact width
of the small size of Swiss stamps.

 In less than two years the number of private franking machines in Switzerland has
increased by 20%, from 10,000 to 12,000.

 In the last ten years the number of internal letters has increased by 18% and those to
foreign countries by 31%. But if there are more franking machines there are fewer
stamps for us!

 Marc Moser, onetime PTT official, has just published his 7th book on medieval postal
services. Four volumes on St. Gallen, one on Appenzell, and now two on Basel, all in
German.

 The answer to last month's question is Z.400, the 30c of 1963, which shows the 'Hotel
des Postes' in Paris where the first International Postal Conference had been held 100
years before.

 Question No. 4 is: Which Swiss stamps show a dog on them?
Tip: there are four, and not to be found under Pro Juventute or Air Mail stamps!
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Did You Know?
 October 1972
 Although Winterthur is the sixth largest town in Switzerland (having taken this position
from St. Gallen about 10 years ago), it had its last stamp exhibition 28 years ago?
However, this year on 25/26th November there will be a non-competitive exhibition
organised by the two local clubs and the Winterthur branch of the Swiss Thematic
Society. A Mobile P.O. will be there with a special cachet.

 When a local publicity slogan is introduced (Group 3 in the PTT catalogue) the publicity
pictorial handstamp (if any) is withdrawn. The only exception to this rule, that I know of,
is Zürich 58 (the airport), slogan No.3.111 and K.255a. The reason is that the handstamp
is used in the post office in the main terminal building and the slogan in the post office in
the freight terminal. The latter is not 'public', i.e. only for firms.
There is a third post office even less 'public' in the transit lounge! The first and the third
sell singles and blocks of 4 of all available definitives and commemoratives, a 'mini'
philatelic bureau, mint and CTO.
The UN Swiss agencies stamps (used only) are also on sale, all in pre-packed sets. The
sale of mint UN stamps was stopped when too many innocent (and not so innocent)
travellers used them on their correspondence.

 A very interesting booklet on the Swiss pictorial handstamps was published at the end of
1969 by the Swiss. Thematic Society. This booklet, No. 3 of a series, consists of 101
pages, a very useful description in German of everything shown on the handstamp,
together with an illustration of all versions of each canceller. But perhaps the most useful
feature is that it is arranged alphabetically and not chronologically as the PTT catalogue.
The author is Ernst Schlunegger, and the cost is low at SFr. 10.-

 The „Fund for Furthering Philately‟ will assist in the publication of a definitive work on the
'Strubel' stamps. This will be a collective project and the team leader is Max Hertsch.
Publication will not be this year. This has probably prevented W. Winistorfer from
publishing the reprint of his series of articles in the Swiss monthly 'Philatelica'.

 The answer to Question No. 4 is – Z.356, 469 and Pro Patria 38, 39.
 Question 5: Z.362 has one of the best-known Swiss errors? What is it?
 Talking about errors, remind me to tell you to look at the buckle on Z.356 - its tongue is
the wrong way round!
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Did You Know?
 November 1972
 With the start of the new Pro Juventute series showing roses, a nice mini-collection can
be built up, but don't forget the forerunners. The most prominent is the PJ rose of 1964
and its first-day cancellation in Bern, also the special cds (MPO No. 3) of Geneva on 1921.6.1972 "Ronde de la Rose", if possible on a Z.492.
The very first illustrated MPO cachet showed a rose in red, Bern 8-9.6.1937 (PEN No.
38).

 The two unexpected and unique TP0 special cds of 10.9.72 and 1.10.72, as part of the
125th Railway anniversary celebrations, caused a run on the last remaining 20c stamps
issued in February for this event, as naturally everyone wanted a matching stamp for the
postmark.

 Every year the PJ Secretariat issues a brochure with full details of that year's stamps. I
have most of these going back to 1938. Available in French or German, illustrated.

 All recess printed Swiss stamps are produced in the PTT's own works, and that each pair
of sheets is plate perforated with the multi-pin punch, which moves with the reeled sheet
for a short distance. This is well shown in the award-winning PTT colour film "Perforated
Prints", a must for all clubs, it runs for 50 minutes.
This film, and many others of philatelic interest, can be obtained from the Swiss National
Tourist Office in London.

 A small publication is produced by Hans Grath, entitled “Philatelica”. It has been in
production for the last six years. In German.

 The answer to Question 5: is that seen from the portico side the
towers in the background are transposed, just to get the „40‟ in.
Shown is the Cathedral of St. Pierre, in which the Reformation was
proclaimed in 1536, and in which Calvin then preached and
organised for 30 years. The building incorporates more different
architectural styles than any other in Switzerland.
Cathedral of St. Pierre,
Geneva

A most useful little book entitled “Schweizer Reiss mit Briefmarken"
combines the philatelic and historical side of all the 'Historical Buildings‟ stamps. Sold by
the PTT at SFr.5.80.

 Question 6 is: What other stamp of the „Historical Buildings‟ series shows a similar, but
later corrected error?
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Did You Know?
 December 1972
 When the new postal rates come into force on 1st January 1973, it will cost 60c to send
a letter down the road if larger than B5 (175 x 250mm.) but only 40c to Finland (or any
other CEPT country) if it is under 20 g. in weight.

 Once again the post office in Chiasso and other frontier towns in Canton Ticino are
overwhelmed by couriers bringing mail from Milan and other northern Italian cities to
Switzerland during the strike of Italian postal workers. It helps to reduce the PTT deficit.
A lose of SFr 75 million has been budgeted for 1973.

 „NABA' (1971) CTO blocks are being sold for SFr 1.50 by some dealers at bourses, and
not many takers!

 At a recent auction in Basel a crateful of modern Liechtenstein mint sheets - SFr.30,000
face value - found no bidders at SFr.20,000. On the other hand a block of four Rayon III
(Z.20), on cover fetched SFr, 20,000, plus 10% for the auctioneer.

 The scarcity of classic stamps, in relation to the number of letters sent, is because a
prepaid letter was considered by most recipients as a subtle insult. Did the sender
consider the recipient too poor to pay the postman? Needless to say, this changed with
the introduction of the double-rate fine.

 All members of an affiliated Philatelic Club in Switzerland get a copy of the monthly SBZ
free. So join a Swiss, club if you would like to receive the SBZ regularly. Using your
philatelic knowledge as the 'bridge' you will be surprised how quickly you can improve
your ability to read German and French.

 Zumstein and the Swiss Entires Club are preparing a new edition of their popular 1965
"Ganzsachen" catalogue and appeal for information on corrections etc.

 The PTT refused to send a Mobile Post Office to the recent Philatelic Exhibition in
Winterthur? Not worth the high cost. So those expecting an interesting cachet, with the
two Kyburg lions rampant will be disappointed.

 Question No. 7 is: Which Swiss stamp shows these two lions and what is the
significance of the two anchors shown?

 The answer to Question 6 is: the 70c orange, Z.365. The tower shown is actually on-the
left-hand side of the church. In the ''corrected' version on the SFr. 2.80 stamp (Z.394),
the tower has been removed altogether.
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Did You Know?
 January 1973
 The Pro Juventute ‘roses’ will be for one year only. This subject was chosen to celebrate
their 60th anniversary.

Two local publicity cds show a rose in their design: Rüschlikon on Lake Zürich; and
Weggis on Lake Luzern. On 1st December the rush for cancellations was so high that
the local post offices sent
ent their handstamps to the neighbouring Philatelic Bureau for
more careful application.
The latter also has a publicity slogan, correcting my previous remark in the October 1972
issue of the Newsletter.. Zürich 58 Airport has both. However, Weggis does not have its
own cancelling machine, as the letters, cards etc. are cancelled in Luzern with a Weggis
town die. Vitznau also has this arrangement for the summer months,
months but has no publicity
slogan, only the plain curved lines.
lines

 One
ne of the upheavals caused by the rise in postal rates on 1st January
Jan uary 1973 is that all
vending
g machines for postcards have been blocked up. Only the newer machines will be
modified to issue the new 30c cards later this year. Stamp vending machines, either one
20c or two 10c stamps for a 20c piece, will remain.

 Allll Swiss stamp and postcard vending machines have a handle which is rotated when
the coin is inserted in the appropriate slot. This provides the energy to move the stamp
forward and cut it off.

 Another
nother result of the new postage rates is that the dozen or so 'ticket' issuing machines
in various odd places around the country, hove been removed.
removed
A 'ticket' is a small booklet of 10 stamps
stamp having the same size as a railway ticket. They
used to contain 5c,
c, stamps made up by hand from ordinary sheets,
sheets but follo
following
changed postage rates in 1967,
1967 10c stamps have been used.. 10 different advertising
texts were used.

 Switzerland
witzerland and Austria are, I think, the only countries which put new issues on sale at
all post offices three days in advance of the official first day of validity. Stamps used too
early can cause the item to be taxed at double rates, but generally there is no philatelic
interest in pre-issue
issue cancelled stamps here.

 Question No. 7 refers to the P.J. 10c for 1928 (Zum. PJ46)) which shove the town arms of
Winterthur. The two anchors represent the lake steamers and the diesel engines for sea
seagoing ships built by Sulzer Brothers, the largest engineering firm in Winterthur.

 Question No. 8 concerns the devil: Those who have travelled from Altdorf to Andermatt
will perhaps rememberr that the devil is painted on the rock face above the Schöllenen
bridge, and is barely shown on the 10c Pro Patria of 1953 (Zum. PP62)
PP62). Which other
stamp shows the devil clearly?
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Did You Know?
 February 1973
 The new PEN catalogue has arrived.
arrived. It contains all the special cancellations, all the PO
cachets, and all the first-day
day cds in a single loose-leaf
leaf A4 volume. The explanations are
in four languages, including English, and all postmarks are illustrated. A separate list of
prices in included. An improvement on the previous (separate) volumes, and cheaper!

 The increasing number of special date-stamps
d
mps used by the mobile POs in recent years
makes for extended duplication in the two previous volumes. Not included are the special
flight postmarks,
marks, but less understandable is the omission of the two 'foreign' postmarks
of the IVA Exhibition in Munich in 1965 and for 'Philympia’ in London in 1970. The latter
was, however, used on any letter sent into the Philatelic Bureau
Bu
in Bern for cancelling.

 On the other hand, PEN has included under No.A.1232
.1232 the ordinary date
date-stamp of Sion
2 because the MPO No.3 was used as an auxiliary post office to help out during a
renovation for some reason. But these occasions are never mentioned by the PTT, and
in fact practically every Christmas a mobile post-office
post office helps out where the normal post
postoffice is too small. There is no way of identifying such service by the postmarks used.
This excellently printed catalogue costs SFr.42.- (and SFr.38 for 5) and don'
don't miss it.

 Three times, in 1961, 1963 and 1964,
1964 a mobile PO has been in use for normal Christmas
service in Geneva, during which period the MPO date-stamp
stamp was used on all mail etc.,
without any cachet.
Another
ther special use was when the main station in Luzern burnt down in 1971, then MPO
No.4 did service as a ticket and booking office.

 The
he 25c green Lausanne has had to be reprinted as it is now needed for the 2nd step
printed matter rate: the new stamps will come only at the end of August this year. The
same had to be done with the 40c Geneva when the letter rate to Europe was reduced in
July 1971 and no new stamp was available.

 The
he January 1973 issue of the 'Berner Briefmarken-Zeitung'
Briefmarken
' (BBZ), published by
Zumstein,
stein, has a wealth of information on the PTT
T stamp issuing policy. One item is that
the latest 30c
0c PJ stamp was printed on thicker paper as an experiment. This should keep
the stamps flatter when drying after being soaked off the paper, but that is not the aim of
the experiment!

 Question No 9 is: In addition to those mentioned in the November issue, which other
Swiss stamps show a rose?

 The answer to Question No.8 is to be found amongst the 153 separate pictures on the
ceiling of the 12th century church in Zillis, on the road from
from Chur to the San Bernadino
pass. See the 40c Pro Patria stamp of 1965 (Zum. PP127).
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Did You Know?
 March 1973
 The PTT Philatelic Service in Bern has blotted its otherwise immaculate copybook with
the lack of prior information to their Standing Order customers, and coll
collectors in general,
about the issue of the new 15c tête-bêche
tête bêche and coil stamps on 8th January this year.
As the tête-bêche
bêche sheets for the new SFr.5.SFr.5. booklets were actually printed late in
September (27.IX.73) there can be no excuse about lack of time.

 The
e 'new' 15c Appenzell stamp, made up in coils of 2000 - with a 4-digit
digit number on the

back of each 5th stamp - is not for slot machines, but for private dispensing and applying
machines used by bulk mailers, such as 'Readers' Digest', for reply covers.

 The 30c Gais stamp is also obtainable in rolls of 1000, but these are made up from

sheets, so have a selvedge join every 10th stamp and no back numbering. They are used
mainly in PTT counter dispensers at the parcel counters of the larger post
post-offices, by
private firms and in the experimental slot machine in Bern 1.

 The
he next private railway to be converted to a road-bus
r
bus service this year is the BiascaAcquarossa (BA) route No.70b, and service code No.028.
This is another cds-less TPO,
TPO and one of the two that carry
arry the Postal District 'XI' in the
lower segment of the postmark. For stations along the route see the SBB map
(1:500,000) of which the September
Sept
1969 issue still seems to be the latest edition. An
essential reference for all collectors of railway postmarks.

 Collectors of ordinary cds know about the ‘Ortsverzeichnis', which comes out every year
and is actually part of the official timetable in its postal edition "Kursbuch,
" Kursbuch, Postausgabe"
now at SFr.10.
There is also the latest (1971
1971) edition of the postal codes, arranged alphabetically ((PTT
No.310.02), and another very useful booklet giving
iving all the postcodes in numerical order
(PTT 310.05).
The last two are free, but a Reply Coupon should be enclosed if ordered from the PTT
direct.

 The answer to Question
uestion No.9 is the 1945 Pro
P Juventute 20c (Z.115) and the 1956 Pro
Patria 5c (Z.76),, both showing
showin a rose.

 Question No.10 is: what would you have paid at the PO counter for one each of the
‘fluorescent’ Swiss stamps, which had already appeared on plain paper?
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Did You Know?
 April 1973
 As the PTT did not want to give free publicity to the Restaurant 'Sonne' in the
Toggenburg valley (see latest SFr.1.30 stamp) they did not mention the name of the
village - Krummenau. However, it is no use going there to photograph this remarkable
inn sign, as not only was it replaced about two years ago by an electric one (because of
old age), but the original has been stolen from the storeroom: A small consolation is that
a nice cancellation can be obtained from the village PO, housed in the same building.

 Even though postcards with paid reply are prohibited now in international
communications, Switzerland expressly allows them internally but does not issue them
any longer. Privately they can be used as long as they conform to PTT sta
standards of size
and stiffness.

 Similarly the PTT does not issue aerogrammes anymore,, but private firms can print their
own to PTT standards and benefit from the 70c rate to all countries. The normal 5g (1/6
oz.) rate to Australia, for instance, is SFr. 1.10, but I doubt if any firm uses it.

 Allll letters to European countries are sent by air at no extra cost, and this means in
practice from the Canary Islands to Greenland and across to Kamchatka for 60c. (20g.).
However, to CEPT countries the rate is only 40c).

 Until the 1964 issue, the 'Europa' stamps had been for the foreign postage rates for
letters or postcards. Afterwards the internal letter rate was
wa also considered, following
newspaper articles suggesting that the Swiss population had to be reminded that they
were also part of Europe, but there seems to be no explanation ass to why the 1973 issue
has a 25c value, as this is the rate for printed matter to-day,
to day, for items of the second
weight step, i.e. 50-250g.
This
his type of letter is seldom franked with
wit stamps and rarely cancelled clearly, so the
number of used copies is going to be small.

 The
he answer to Question No.10 Is SFr. 9.30, consisting of 15 values (Z.355L
Z.355L to 371L
371L),
issued between 4.10.63 and sometime in February 1968, and the three PJ of 1963
(Z.200L to 202L).
There were coils and tête--bêche as well, but these were obtainable over the ordinary PO
counter.

 Question No.11 is: which Swiss stamps have appeared, in error, with the fluorescent
effect being on the gummed side only?
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Did You Know?
 May 1973
 Often when the main Philatelic Bureau in Bern is out of stock of some item it can usually
be obtained at one of the other branches, of which there are seven offering a full range
of services, and three with a limited range. For instance the Bureau in Züric
Zürich still has
white paper tête-bêche sheets of the 1960 postal messengers, an item removed from the
official stock list years ago. But branches cannot handle mail orders.

 According to a list just published by the Swiss Machine Cancellation Society (VS
(VSM) there
are 243 cancelling machines in service in 232 Swiss POs (including Liechtenstein and
the UN).
). 101 of these machines are of the small desk type made by Kl
Klüssendorf in Berlin
and used in the smaller PO’s.
PO They can be recognised by the 28 mm. d
diameter town die.
This
his Society is considering changing its name to include all types of postmarks, because
its new issue and exchange packet
pac
schemes take into account all postmarks, and
currently there is no specialist society in Switzerland
Switze
catering for non-mac
machine cancels.

 The popular PTT loose-leaf
leaf catalogue (un-priced)
(un priced) of all slogan and local publicity (K)
cancellations is now definitely sold out, but that the third instalment for 1971 & 1972
should be out any day now. If you want a copy of this excellent catalogue,
c atalogue, write to the
Philatelic Bureau in Bern.

 The cartographic firm of Kümmerly & Frey in Bern have just published a new up-to-date
edition of their multi coloured map of Switzerland, giving all the Postal Code Numbers, as
well as information on train
n and mountain cable connections. Folded or rolled, SFr. 9.80.
Scale: 1:300 000.

 Luzern is now using an interesting slogan to commemorate the centenary of its famous
Glacier Garden, showing the well-known
well known scene of the mammoths surveying the ice
covering Central Switzerland.
itzerland.

 The answer to Question
uestion No.11 is:
is the 10, 20, 25 & 75c. (Z.356L,
356L, 358L, 359L & 366L)
definitives. It happened this way:
way after the roll of paper is gummed on one side, the other
is covered with the fluorescent wash. This is the side onto which the picture is printed.
However, at least one roll had the fluorescent layer put over the gum, so when viewed
from the front the stamp does not fluoresce under U.V. light and proved tto surprised
philatelists that the substance is not mixed into the paper, as had been assumed, with
the violet fibres etc.

 Question No.12 is on Cantonal issues: How many times longer did it take Basel to follow
Geneva, than it took Geneva to follow Zürich?
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Did You Know?
 June 1973
 At long last the PTT is using ‘Hawid’ strips to
t o mount the mint stamps on their collector's
sheets and folders instead of the conventional hinges they have used since 1939.
Hinges will still be used for 'used' stamps.

 The
he UN Philatelic Bureau in Geneva is at last getting over its computer problems w
which
have caused severe delays and general confusion. Under the old system all standing
order customers lost money every time the US dollar was devalued, as all accounts were
kept in that currency. Now,
Now one can choose from a number of major currencies. Usi
Using
solely Swiss francs for stamps issued only in SFr would
uld have been too simple, or
perhaps because Switzerland is not a full UN member!
member

 The
he designer of a postmark is seldom
eldom named, but the UN has announced that the
designer of the UN Geneva 'Drugs Abuse' first-day postmark is none other than Julien
Feneveyres, editor of the well-known
well
PEN postmark catalogues.

 Marc
arc Moser has just issued an interesting booklet on Beat Fischer
Fischer (pronounced
Beehaht), founder of the Bernese posts,
posts which operated in competition with those of
Zürich and St. Gallen from 1765 until 1832. This postal pioneer will be commemorated
on one of the special stamps to be issued in 1974 to celebrate 100 years
ye ars of the Universal
Postal Union.

 The
he 'Bulletin l' of INTERNABA 1974, Centenarium UPU, has appeared for the exhi
exhibition
to be held in Basel from 7th - 16th June. In addition to the essential information in four
languages, there are several very useful articles
articles in German or in English. In particular
particular,
an article by Max Hertsch
ertsch on the 1924 UPU issue is outstanding. He makes the point
that the rarest of all Swiss stamps is the 20c
20 red with comb perforation. Only 2 used
copies are known from the one - or perhaps two - sheets so perforated. Check your
stocks for Z.167B,, i.e. with 24 teeth on the long sides (not 23).
23)

 This
his brings us to Question No.13:
No.13 the
he first Swiss commemoratives were issued for the 25
year Jubilee of the UPU in 1900 (not 1899). Until the 50 year
year Jubilee in 1924 only one
set of specials were issued, namely the 3 PAX stamps of 1919. Now, how many plain
commemorative stamps were issued between the 1924 UPU set and the 1949 75 year
UPU set? (Somewhere between
etween Z.168 and 294).

 The answer to Question
on No.12 is three times'. There were 7 months between the first
stamps of Zürich and Geneva, but 21 months between those of Geneva and Basel. The
dates are 1.3.1843, 30.9.1843 and 1.7.1845, the nicest trio of FDCs one could possibly
imagine!
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Did You Know?
 July 1973

 On the 16th June the 83rd Congress of Delegates from all Swiss Philatelic societies was
held, with one voting delegate per 50 club members. As this meeting has become
somewhat of a rubber-stamp
stamp affair, it was decided to only hold them every 2 years. The
more useful annual Presidents' Conference will remain. A cds of Zürich 54 was used and
a mayor Bourse completed the celebrations.

 An addition to Denis Wilson's interesting article on the 'Stampati ticinesi
ticinesi’, concerns MPO
No.4. This massive affair, first used in Lausanne during the 'Expo 64', cannot negotiate
the sharp curves of the alpine passes, so has never been used in Canton Ticino.
Apparently the old method of getting the drivers of the horse-powered
horse powered post coaches blind
drunk before they could be persuaded
persuaded to attempt the Tremola is no longer official PTT
procedure!

 Once again the PTT has issued a pamphlet for Swiss tourists to take with them on their
foreign holidays. It lists the postal rates for most European,, and other countries, for
letters and postcards
ards posted back to Switzerland. They say this is to prevent holiday
greetings being clouded by one's friends having to pay a fine. However, the chances are
much higher
igher that nobody will bother to collect the fine as most post
ost offices find it too
time-consuming to chase such small amounts.
a

 According to Swiss
wiss postal regulations it is not necessary for the hand or machine
cancellation to fall on the value impression
i
sion of printed postal stationery. This iis because a
cut out 'stamp’ removed from the entire is invalid
valid by itself. I’m not sure if Switzerland is
unique in this respect.

 The
he other day I received an item (not
(n from a philatelist) of PTT postal stationery with a
1973 hand cancel. To my surprise this turned out to be an example of the oldest still
stillvalid piece off postal stationery. Naturally, it had an
n additional postage stamp stuck on to
make up the current rate.

 Question No.14 is: when could the above piece have been issued?
 The answer to Question No.13
No. is: 72 commemoratives were issued between tthe 50th and
75th U.P.U. celebrations.
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Did You Know?
 August 1973
 For those who like fruit-salad
salad on cover there is an excellent example available in
Switzerland now. This large cover, each with an individual
individ ual number up to 1200, has a
picture of Skylab and caption referring to "Space" Philatelic Exhibition WERABA held in
the Luzern Transport Museum from 31.5 to 3.6.73. Then top left there are no less than 6
Swiss stamps with a "space" theme, 20c. Pegasus, 80c. Intelsat,
Intel
10 & 30c. UIT, 15c.
Lenk, and, for good measure, the 1964 75c. EXPO, all cancelled with the WERABA
special cds with the sketch of Copernicus, then to top the lot a Registered label, 6000
Luzern 1.
These covers were then rushed to Warsaw, then to Torun (birthplace
(birt place of Copernicus), to
receive a special cancel of the Philatelic Exhibition on a large commemorative Polish
block on 1.6.73, and a Polish registration label. All this nonsense for £2.00 a piece!

 The Swiss PTT will not cancel any item that already has a cancellation
lation of any kind of any
country on it, so that all double postmarks - as above - have to be cancelled in
Switzerland first. 'Philympia' was another event at which a lot of double cancellations
were manufactured in London.

 A Swiss registration label on a letter of a 'philatelic' nature i.e. a FDC, does not prove
that it has gone
one through the genuine mails and been signed for by the addressee.
Anyone, but especially dealers, can obtain a block of R-labels
R labels to stick onto the covers to
be sent away to receive a special cancellation. The covers are then returned en bloc and
undamaged. This simplification for the PTT is done on condition that all covers are
correctly addressed in ink, i.e. not pencil, and that all R-labels
R labels not used are ret
returned to
the PTT.

 Proof of genuine use can best be obtained by sending 'Express', which also gets an
arrival backstamp (which a registered letter no longer gets). At present rates of SFr.1.50
+ the 30c., this is more than any straight set covers.
cover

 Some slot machines with combined
combined vending of stamps (2x10c & 20c) and postcards (20c
only) have now had the latter modified to sell
se a set of Pro Patria or Pro
ro Juventute at
SFr.2.-, as postcards at the new rate of 30c cannot be sold from the old machines since
the
e first of January this year.

 Most lakes and rivers in Switzerland have appeared on one or more stamps (and
together with a wide range of postmarks make an interesting thematic collection
collection)
Question No.15 is: which stamp shows the Bodensee?

 The answer to Question 14 is: 1938 – the newspaper wrapper with 5c impressed
Edelweiss.

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 8

Did You Know?
 September 1973
 The Swiss monthly "Philatelica" tried, with the help of its readers, to establish the exact
whereabouts of each of the views shown on the new definitives.
defin
But as the artist, Hugo
Wetli,, had been commissioned to submit typical views of only the different regions, this
has proved to be an impossible task. He died exactly 51 weeks before the stamps were
issued.
In the lovely calendar Wetli
tli produced in 1963 for the Swiss National Tourist Office
Office, I
found views very similar to those of the 10 c. and 25 c. values (just couldn't throw that
one away). Here are the "Philatelica" suggestions (LP cancellation in brackets)
brackets):
5c.
10c.
15c.
25c.
30c.
40c.
50c.
60c.
70c.
80c.

Below Mt. Ceneri
neri
Grisons
Central Switzerland
Jura
Simmenthal
Vaud
Valais
Engadine
Above Mt. Ceneri
Eastern Switzerland

Gentilino ?
Splügen
Werthenstein
??
Dӓrstetten
Riex ?
Münster ?
??
Bellinzona
Berlingen

(6925 Gentilino)
(7431 Splügen)
(6106 Werthenstein)
(2127 Les Bayards)
(3771 St. Stephan)
(1098 Espesses)
(3903 Kippel)
(7524 Zuoz)
(6500 Bellinzona, slogan)
(8267 Berlingen)

In case of doubt a cancellation showing a suitable scene was chosen.

 A popularity poll carried out by the same magazine revealed the most liked Swiss stamp
of 1972 was the 30 c. P.J. rose "Papa Meilland", but the graphically excellent portraits
did not do too well.

 The latest Bulletin, No. 115, from the U.N. Philatelic Bureau, although
lthough dated July 1973,
arrived on 31st August - a bit late for those hoping to get an impression of the third
somewhat secret cachet used on all U.N. post since 4th July,
July commemorating tthe new
wing to the main building, as the last date was 3rd September: This has not been a lucky
year for the U.N. Stamp Dept.

 Nobody
obody should miss asking the Philatelic Bureau in Vaduz for a copy of their latest
brochure "Postage Stamp Collecting the Easy Way".
W ay". It's free, too, but really excellently
produced.

 I put Ivan Tillen's question about the strange arrangement of many postal code numbers
in the Grisons to a PTT gentleman in Chur. He agreed completely: And said that they
had been trying for 10 years to
to get some very bad ones, like 7499, changed. From
another source, no less than the PTT house magazine, it appears that a general revision
in the 1980's is being planned. A happy day for the postmark collectors.

 The
he new 30 c. postcard, inland and foreign, shows one of the new Volvo coaches
operated by the PTT. Question No.16 is: which
which stamps show a passenger
passenger-carrying
postal motor coach?

 The
he answer to Question No. 15 is Pro Patria No. 35, showing the station of Rorschach,
Bodensee being the German name for
fo the Lake of Constance.
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Did You Know?
 October 1973
 A second Swiss publisher is issuing a book on philately, the illustrations
illus trations of which can be
obtained only by handing in a certain number of "free gift coupons'. These are from the
packets of products of firms associated
associated with that particular group. The first book was by
"Avanti" and dealt with philately generally, it came out in 1967. The latest is in 2 volumes
and is published by the largest group "Silva". It deals with Swiss stamps only and is by
no less than Max Hertsch
tsch of Zumstein.
All Swiss stamps to date are fully illustrated and described. 4-colour
4 colour printing is used,
except for the older stamps where 12-colour
12 colour is used. The books cost SFr.10.35 each, but
for the illustrations I will have to eat either 1000 bars of
of chocolate or buy some 15 jumbo
boxes of soap powders!

 Another UN Geneva first-day
day post-mark
mark has been designed by PEN, it is for the delayed
Namibia stamp - South-West
West Africa.

 A Swiss publisher is to produce a 200 page, lavishly illustrated, world-wid
world wide postal history
book for the UPU centenary celebrations next year. At SFr. 30.- it should be a good buy.

 In a few years the PTT plan to transfer all Swiss Giro activities to one central computer in
Fribourg, instead of the present 25 offices about the country. Some Zürich accounts are
now being transferred to Fribourg to give the system a try out.
This has resulted in an interesting item of postal stationery, in that the PTT has issued
these subscribers with a number of 30c postcards with a pre-printed
printed text in black on the
back. With these cards the account holder can inform his friends and/or creditors of the
changed number. I don't yet know if other places have issued such cards.

 The Regiophil in Wattwil had some interesting collections on
o n show, especially when one
considers that they were all practically first showings. One must attain silver to qualify for
a National or International Exhibition. Unfortunately the judging was late so that visitors
could not learn much by seeing the best exhibits.
e

 The answer to Question No.16 is as follows: 1949 30c. No. 293; 1949 35c. No. 304;
1953 10o & 30o. Nos. 314,315; 1956 5c. No. 324; 1959 5c. No. 343.
These all show postal coaches. Nos. 210 & 276 show mobile post offices, which do not
carry passengers.

 Question No.17 is which stamp shows "farmers' golf"?
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Did You Know?
 November 1973
 The old Lausanne 25c. (Z.359) was reprinted in February this year but is still not
mentioned by the Philatelic Bureau in Bern's stock list.
As the Europa low value was also 25c.,
25c., which fits no postal rate, one wonders if the local
rate was originally planned to rise from 20c to only 25c instead of 30c., but changed after
the printing order had gone out.

 The 'Switzerland' catalogue, published by the Amateur Collector Ltd., (197
(1974 issue just
out) has caused some interest in Switzerland as it is the only one which lists Swiss
stamps cancelled with the postage due ‘T’ handstamp. However, I think these stamps
should be collected on cover only, as CTO cancels are all too common, even though
forbidden by the PTT

 The well-known
known Swiss 'Biella' stamp albums, with printed illustrations it to indicate each
stamp space, are published in conjunction with the Swiss Dealers Association, so that
they will line up with the Zumstein catalogue. This affects the selection of which errors
will be given catalogue, and thereby album status.
Collectors of the numerous
erous errors and worn-plate
worn plate varieties of coil stamps don't agree
with the choices made by the above group. Müller in Basel tends to go his own way with
his catalogues and albums.

 The first known imperforate Swiss UN stamps were sold over the counter in Geneva, in
June of this year. Two sheets of 70c definitives had the left-hand
hand row of 5 stamps
perforated on one side only.

 Jean Jacques Winkler
ler died on 21st September 1973, a great lose to Swiss philately. His
monumental work on pre-adhesive
adhesive marks is a joy to read, not only for the philatelic
information, but also for the historical background to each type of mark, in fact one
realises that one cannot separate the two when reading this book.

 The answer to Question No.17 is: the game of 'Hornussen' as shown on PP stamp No.54
of 1951 (one of the most expensive PP stamps, issued at the time of the Korean War).
The hard-rubber
rubber puck is hit by a long flail and in flight buzzes like a hornet. The field
fielders
try to bring it down by throwing large bats into its path to prevent the striker achieving a
point.
Played originally in the Emmental,
Emmental it had spread from Bern to the Cantons of Luzern,
Aargau,
gau, Zurich and Thurgau as far as I know. An ancient game played by farmers on
Sunday.

 Question No.18 is to find the town whose post-code
post code most nearly corres
corresponds to the
average of the post-codes
codes of the most northerly, southerly, westerly and easterly vi
villages
of Switzerland.
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Did You Know?
 December 1973
 The
e 25c. Lausanne (Z.No.359L) is now available in rolls of 2,000, but made up from
sheets (as the 30c. Zürich)
Zürich i.e. strips of 10 joined manually
ually and without numbering on
reverse. They can be identified by the sharp top and bottom cuts if used from one of the
private dispensers, or by the selvedge on every 10th stamp. So far Omega have used
them for their Christmas catalogue of exotic watches, which weighs 80 g.
g., and therefore
above the 50 g. limit of the 15c postal rate.
My
y copy was dated 1.10.1973
1.10.19 in Zürich but arrived well into November
November! Wrong date?
The text-less
less slogan was the old wavy line die No. 0,2,19 of 1931,
1931 which I haven't seen
used in Zürich since 1967.

 Bulletin No, 2 has appeared for the INTERNABA,
INTERNA
which lookss like being the exhibition of
all exhibitions. The bulletin is full of interesting articles and details of the show. Of the 84
dealers, no less than 29 will be from the UK.
On the back cover
over the INTERNABA block is shown in colour. It consists of four stamps
showing postal messengers of the Cantons of Basel City 30c.,
., Zug 30c., Uri 60c.
60c., and
Schwyz 80c. Selling price = SFr, 3.-.
The illustrations
trations are taken from the well-known
known series of 13 postcards produced for the
PTT Postal Museum. Date of issue 29.1.1974.

 Stamp
tamp booklets with the new definitives, and therefore tête-bêche sheets, are not on the
PTT programme yet.

 The
he PTT had its first showing in 1907 in the main P.O. in Bern.
Bern That was the beginning
of the Postal Museum. However, in
i the next few years a new home will have to be found;
among the reasons is the flood of new issues which is pouring out.
The Swiss and British P.O’s
P.O s are the only ones to show all the world's stamps, which
come to them on a reciprocal basis from all UPU member countries. A special UPU
Centenary exhibition is now being arranged.

 The
he answer to Question No.18
No
is: most northerly place 8233 Bergen. (S
(SH), most
southerly 6832 Pedrinate (TI), most westerly 1249 Chancy (GE), most easterly 7531
Mustair (GR) - or possibly 7551 Martina (GR),
(G ), but the answer is not affected. The
average of these four numbers is 5911 and the nearest place to this number is 6000
Luzern.

 Question
uestion No.19 is: Which set of four stamps were printed by three different methods?
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Did You Know?
 January 1974
 According to 'Philatelica' there are more of the new 5c ‘Landscapes’ with a double print
than without. Of the 4 sheets of 50 stamps each, only stamps Nos. 9, 19, 29, 39 & 49 of
sheet 4 are 'normal'. Take a careful look at the lowest blue line of the church tower and
collect in pairs.

 One of the latest PTT economy measures is to stop publishing the monthly list of slogan
uses. However, this list will now be sent to those interested by the Swiss Machine
Cancellation Society (VSM).

 At least all new slogans, not only those of Gr. 3 Local Publicity, will now be illustrated in
the weekly official Bulletin.

 The new ‘Landscape’ stamps, especially the 30c are rather dark, so that details of the
postmark are not easily visible.

 Even though the Swiss public buy more stamps with a charity surcharge than any other,
the Pro Juventute Organisation is having talks with the PTT on new methods of raising
their falling income. Perhaps we will see a repeat of the 1953 'booklet' sheet.

 At last the third, and last instalment of the new loose-leaf edition of the classic Andres &
Emmenegger 'Postmarks 1843 to 1907' has been published in four further volumes,
joining the five volumes of the two previous lots.

 At the September ‘Müller Basel’ auction a 'Zürich 4' on a large cover was not sold, but at
the Corinphila auction in Zürich in October a similar stamp on cover fetched SFr.67,000.(plus 10%). Shows how the size of the cover now affects a sale.

 The answer to Question 19 is: the 1927 set of Pro Juventute stamps for the centenary of
Pestalozzi's death. As a trial, the 5c & 10c were printed by the same method as before,
i.e. typo, but the 20c was engraved in steel by Karl Bickel and recess printed by the
Federal Cartographic Institute in Bern, while the 30c was printed by the new
photogravure technique by a firm in Leiden, Holland. Paper and perforations are also
varied.

 Question No.20 is about Karl Bickel, the master engraver, who had a decisive influence
on Swiss stamps. How many stamps (basic versions only) did he design and/or
engrave?
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Did You Know?
 February 1974
 After an interval of only two years, the PTT are asking for permission to increase the
foreign postage rates? Also telegrams, telex and public telephone box rates.

 WGO-OMS-WHO is the title of an excellent A4 sized brochure issued by the Swiss UNO
Stamp Collectors Group and is the first of a number of such special studies.
Even though in German, the illustrations dominate, so should be easily followed by nonGerman-speaking enthusiasts. This Group was founded in 1973 and issues regular
bulletins of interest to UNO collectors.

 With one exception all Swiss post offices are most helpful and will cancel perfectly
anything sent to them by post. The one exception is the Swiss Office in the United
Nations Building, 1211 GENEVE 10 Nations Unies, who pass it to the UN Philatelic
Bureau. Both offices cancel only UN stamps, but the latter's cancel has two stars on
each side of the postmark and no 10. Therefore, it is very difficult to get hand and
machine cancellations without two stars.

 Once again the UN Philatelic Bureau has made a mess of things. On 21st December
they started to use a special cachet on all mail to commemorate the Middle East Peace
Conference, without any notification to collectors!

 Our 21st Question is a special one. Draw a square 6” x 6" and divide it into 16 little
squares each 1½ x 1½. Take 16 different stamps, 4 each of Definitives,
Commemoratives, Pro Juventute and Pro Patria, each type having a 5, 10, 20 & 30c
value.
Place in the top left-hand corner the 5c. Def., top-right the PP 30c., bottom-left the PJ
20c, and bottom-right the Commemorative 10c.
Now place the remaining 12 stamps in such a way that in each horizontal and vertical
row, and also in the two diagonals there is only one of each type and value. All correct
entries written out on a sheet of paper with name and address, received by the secretary
before the March 'News Letter' is sent out, will receive a small prize.

 The answer to Question No.20 is 91, of which 85 were in steel-engraved recess, all
superb examples of artistic craftsmanship. Pro Juventute: 38 from 1927-1964;
Commemoratives: 9 from 1932-1946; Definitives: 35 from 1936-1949; Pro Patria: 3 from
1942-1964. The 33 'Servers of Mankind' of 1935 were printed by typo, while the three
'Federal Defence Loan' of 1936 were produced in photogravure.

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 2

Did You Know?
 March 1974
 Switzerland has the third highest telephone density in the world, following USA and
Sweden? But it also has the highest tele-printer (telex) density. Stockholm has 100.6
telephones per 100 of the population, the highest in the world, but Zürich is second with
'only' 88.9, followed by Paris, Geneva and Basel. All this means fewer letters and,
therefore, fewer stamps for us.

 The PTT is apparently cutting down on the quantity of special non-surcharge stamps
issued to post offices? Philatelists will get their supplies all right, but there will be fewer
available to the general public, i.e. fewer used stamps about.

 From 21st January to 14th February 1974, the mountain village of Amden was cut off by a
rock slide which blocked the road from Weesen at the end of the Walensee. All post was
taken in both directions by military helicopters but this mail was not marked as such by
any official cachet.
However, some Air Philatelists and private firms stepped in and now several thousand
'genuine' covers exist, with multi- coloured cachets for both directions of flight,
registered, and using the helicopter stamp 1972, etc. etc.

 A Private Packet Acceptance Office has now been superseded by a proper PTT post
office at 4153 REINACH (BL) 2 Surbaum on 13.1.74. Usually it is the other way round.
When the PTT move their main office to another more populated end of a village, then
for instance, a nearby shop is allowed to accept parcels. In Winterthur when the
suburban post office of Tőss was moved in 1936, a parcel office was opened in the
Public Baths (soapy, not swimming!) of Tőssfeld over the road.

 The answer to our special Question - No.21 - is as follows:
(one of several possible):
Definitive
5
Pro Patria
10
Commemorative
30
Pro Juventute
20

Commemorative
20
Pro Juventute
30
Definitive
10
Pro Patria
5

Pro Juventute
10
Commemorative
5
Pro Patria
20
Definitive
30

Pro Patria
30
Definitive
20
Pro Juventute
5
Commemorative
10

 Question No.22 is: Which slogan is known as the 'James Bond'?
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Did You Know?
 April 1974
 Although Switzerland is not famous for its stamp errors, there are three amongst the 'Pro
Juventute' that I have recently heard about.
The 1933 20c has a buff background to the Ticino girl in red, and this buff background
has now been found reversed, so far only on one stamp. This means that during the
printing of at least one sheet of 100 stamps the whole cylinder was placed the wrong
way round: One can recognise this error by the white unprinted marks on the girl's left
sleeve and white marks above the church tower.
The next one is the 1938 10c, in which the 8 has become a 5. How often this error
occurred is not known.
It was discovered in 1940 that the PJ 5c value, showing the famous Swiss writer
Gottfried Keller, gave his date of birth as 1818 instead of 1819. All were destroyed
except a few, which later came onto the market under mysterious circumstances.

 On 1st November 1973, the new Triemli hospital in Zürich opened its own post office,
'8063 Zürich 63 Stadtspital Triemli', and I did not bother to get some first-day
cancellations. Now I have come across some covers showing that at first a die was used
without time reels and apparently 'a' only (in lower segment).
From about 1st December 1973, two new dies (slightly longer text) with time reels have
been used 'a' & 'b'. Pity I missed out.

 There is a noticeable increase in interest in International Reply Coupons here. This is
getting to be a complicated subject with the floating (and sinking) rates of exchange.
Have you got yours yet?

 The answer to Question No.22 is that during the 'shooting' of the James Bond film "On
Her Majesty's Secret Service" in and around Mürren, in the winter of 1968/69, the PTT
decided to give 3825 Mürren a Universal type of cancelling machine (22 mm
diameter town die) and a special slogan, showing a
movie camera and a view of the new Schilthorn
mountain-top restaurant. In use from 4.10.1968 until
30.4.1969, but as a recent letter from the PTT indicates
this slogan could be used some time in the future should
a machine be warranted in that area.

 Question No.23 is: How many blocks of 4, each with a different arrangement of 20 & 30c
stamps, can be obtained from the 1953 PJ miniature sheet of 24 stamps?
How many sheets would need to be purchased to get a full set of blocks, and at what
total price?
Would it have been cheaper to buy a booklet instead of a sheet?
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Did You Know?
 May 1974
 The Swiss Machine Cancellation Society (VSM) has now changed its name to the Swiss
Postmark Society (SVP), to include all types of cancellations and marks of the 20th
century, as well as postcode markings, etc.
They now issue a monthly Bulletin which will include the official PTT list of slogans for
the coming month, as well as all Society notices etc., and of course articles of interest to
members and philatelists generally. Mainly German/French.
They have made a reprinting of the PTT catalogue, including additions up to the end of
1972, showing all machine slogans and pictorial cds. The PTT will issue the
supplementary sheets for 1973/4 but the VSP will make a completely new edition in 1976
giving more information.

 The latest printing of the Swiss stamp booklet (SFr 5.- salmon-pink) has new illustrations
in the Zumstein advertisement on the rear cover.

 The first Swiss PO without any letter delivery service at all was opened on 8.4.1974 at
8121 Benglen, on the north-east outskirts of Zürich, in a newly developed estate of about
600 flats in medium-rise blocks. Each household receives a box free, and can collect
their own mail at any time. Parcels are delivered from nearby 8117 Fӓllanden.

 The Swiss PTT does not encourage, nor forbid, box holders to give their box number in
their address. This is because the boxes are arranged mainly alphabetically and
according to size, and the number can be changed at short notice to maintain flexibility.
However, this does cause confusion, as foreign correspondents sometimes think the
postcode number is the box number. It is sufficient for box holders to say simply
"Postfach", "Case postale", or "Casella postale".
Orange-coloured labels are being issued in the
Zürich region accordingly, as many people are now
being given free boxes to compensate for the rapid
introduction of only one delivery per day here in
Zürich.

 The answer to Question No.23 is: 6 different blocks from a minimum of 3 sheets for
SFr.24.-. Each booklet at SFr.4.- had only one mixed pane, so it would not help.
Incidentally I see that only 100 odd fewer booklets were sold than the 84,475 sheets
sold.

 Question 24: What is the significance of the background pattern to the above stamps,
and in fact to all PJ stamps showing insects?
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Did You Know?
 June 1974
 From the 1st July 1974 the basic foreign postage rates, of 1.7.1971, will rise as follows:
20 gram letters to CEPT countries from 40 to 60c., 20 gram letters to all other countries
from 60 to 70c. Postcards will also jump from 30 or 40c to 50c for all countries. Airmail
rates will go up by 10c for the first 5g.

 In the excellent book 'Collecting Postal History', by Prince Dimitri Kandaouroff there is an
interesting error in the caption to the illustration on the 'Contents' page. HPS members
will, I am sure, recognise the coat-of-arms of Basel City, and not the 'German
Corporation of Watermen’ as stated.
This picture was the original from which the PTT postcard of the 'Cantonal Messengers'
series was drawn and which in turn has been used for the 30c stamp of the 'Internaba'
miniature sheet, and also for the official medals for the winners, obverse side.

 The 30c. Gais definitive has also appeared in handmade rolls of 2000 stamps,
unnumbered, with each 10th stamp having a selvedge join. These are made up for
business firms' special mailings.

 The Zumstein Special Catalogue did not come out in time for 'Internaba' as intended.
Apparently the number of price changes expected between now and September was
high enough to justify the delay.

 The Zumstein Ganzsachen Catalogue, for printed stationery, is also delayed and will
probably not appear this year. The interest in this field is rising fast. At a recent MarkenMüller auction, a more than complete set of National Fete postcards realised SFr.7700.

 According to a list published in the March 1974 issue of the SBZ, 30 different official
postcards were issued by the National Fete Organisation, without impressed stamp,
between 1938 and 1960. The sales per year had dropped from 600,000 to 100,000
during this period, so they were then discontinued. They were collected even less than
their predecessors with impressed stamps.

 Question No. 25 is: How many different (Cat. Nos.), official postcards were issued from
1910 to 1937 by the National Fete Organisation?

 The answer to Question No.24 is: that the background of all PJ stamps from 1950-1957
(31 stamps) shows the main food of the particular insect depicted... but please don't ask
me to give the botanical names!
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Did You Know?
 July 1974
 The Swiss PTT does not publish advance information on which Mobile Post Office will be
present for events where a special cto is to be used; saying only that Nos. 2,3,4,5 or 5trailer will be used with MPO date stamp and cachet. This, they say, gives them flexibility
as to which MPO is to be used.

 The postal version of the official railway timetable (Kursbuch) has not appeared for public
sale since summer 1973, not enough sales. The useful little 'Ortsverzeichnis', still at
SFr.1.-, which was part of the postal edition, can be obtained each May.

 Although the voters of the Bernese Jura have decided to form their own Canton Jura, the
exact boundaries are by no means fixed, and it will be at least 5 years, and a lot more
voting, before the 23rd Canton is be born.

 The fourth and final part of the official 'Stempelwerk' (Andres & Emmenegger) is
scheduled for 1974, but is more likely to appear in early 1975. Not sure at this stage if it
will consist of more binders or just additional sheets.

 The Swiss Postal Stationery Society has just issued a most interesting 40-page brochure
"Die Post der Internierte in der Schweiz 1940-1946", by Georges Schild, at Sfr.6.-. For
the 104,886 soldiers of 36 nations interned in Switzerland there were a maximum
number of 330 camps at one time, and about 723 different dateless postmarks were
issued during this period.
All information is supported by official records of the Directorate of the Swiss Field Post.
A nice essay in the interaction between history and philately.

 The Italian Post Office has found a new way of getting rid of their strike-bound
undeliverable mail. They sell it in 100 ton lots to paper-mills and scrap dealers for repulping!
This revelation by the police has caused an even greater rush on the Chiasso PO to
handle mail brought there by private couriers for foreign countries. This scandal has
happened in the Centenary year of the UPU!

 The answer to Question No.25 is: that from 1910 until their end in 1937, 65 different
National Fete picture postcards with an impressed stamp appeared. However from 19311934 a small picture to the left of the 'stamp' was included, showing various views; in all
68 additional cards needed to complete the set.

 Question No.26 is: Who has been shown on two separate issues of PJ stamps?
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Did You Know?
 August 1974
 A Swiss daily paper recently commented that most countries raise taxes when they want
more money, but that in Liechtenstein they issue a new postage stamp!
On the 5th September, a Fr.10.- will appear, in miniature sheets of 4 - replacing the 1965
issue.

 Not every postmaster in Switzerland is the philatelist's friend. Where I live and also
where we usually go on holiday in the mountains, the postmasters can just tolerate
selling special stamps; consider a clear postmark within limits; but feel that the collecting
of Express labels, etc. to be a definite misuse of public property!

 In my note last month about MPOs, I should have said that this lack of information was
first noted in the PTA of 25th February 1974 for the Curling Championships held in Bern
from 18-23 March, where a semicircular date stamp with fixed date was used.
My effort to find out which MPO was used for this and subsequent special events have
been in vain, with no answer or conflicting answers. It must be noted that as the cds
carries the name of the town the R labels must have the same name on them, so this
trick cannot work either.

 When the 17th UPU Congress closed on 5th July, they had accepted 2 new member
states: Guinea-Bissau and North Korea, making a new total of 153. The next Congress
will be held in Brazil.

 The new Zumstein Special Catalogue (at a record price of SFr.33.-) will appear in
September, and the small stamp booklets, called 'Tickets', will be mentioned for the first
time. Note: they have been mentioned by the Amateur Collector for years!

 The Rayon I plating sheets which appeared during the last year or so in the SBZ can
now be bought as a bound reprint for SFr.80. The high price is justified by the superb
binding and the inclusion of a number of really excellent colour plates. Authors are
Colombi, Staedeli & Streiff. A truly monumental philatelic achievement.

 Sales of Pro Patria stamps are falling again, although the number of sets is about four
times that of 20 years ago, i.e. 3,605,000 for the 60+20c value of 1973. It will be
interesting to see what sales are reached for 1974.

 The answer to Question No.26 is a double: Albrecht von Haller (1709- 1777) was shown
on the 30c PJ of 1934 and on the 5c of 1958, and Niklaus von der Flue (1417-1487)
appears on the 30c of 1929 and on the 10c of 1937.

 Question No.27 is: who has been portrayed on both PJ and PP stamps?
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Did You Know?
 September 1974
 The SBB/PTT TPO’s have now taken on their first girls to work alongside the 700 or so
men at present employed. This follows a general trend to use women to deliver the post,
as well as general sorting and counter work. The latter has for years been done almost
exclusively by girls.
Women can now advance further up the PO ladder than was allowed before, but I don't
think any have yet been made actual head of a branch office. For many women, such
half-day jobs as delivering mail are ideal.

 The St. Gallen Children’s' Festival was postponed time and time again from the original
date of 25th June until 6th August, because of the weather or because of an expected
epidemic of diphtheria, and it did rain on the 6th, following days of sunshine.
But wisely the Philatelic Bureau did not cancel in advance covers etc., sent in by
collectors for the Mobile PO cds and cachet, as they usually do. The last time, in 1971,
they had fallen into the trap, with the result that covers sent in were cancelled on the
planned date of 24th June and the MPO cancelled on the actual day, 6th August.
According to the PEN catalogue, the former are considered more valuable.

 On 19th August a new PO was opened in Zürich to replace the old buildings of 8026
Aussersihl, the counters being protected by bullet-proof glass, as is apparently
necessary in our modern European civilisation. It is remarkable that this is the second
new PO - following 8037 Wipkingen - to have its counters on the first floor, but reached
by escalators from street level, also a sign of the times we live in.

 The Rayon II plating study by Ernst Müller, reprinted from the SBZ, but including
additional colour plates, is now out of print. All the more reason to buy the identically
bound volume on Rayon I.

 The common theme for next year's Europa stamps will be 'Paintings', and for 1976 'Arts
& Crafts’. It will be interesting to see what Switzerland produces.

 The answer to Question No.27 is again Niklaus von der Flue, shown on the PJ of 1929 &
1937, and on the PP of 1962, showing a silver Taler of Obwalden, with the famous
hermit on his knees.

 Question No.28 is inevitable now that the UPU issue is in the new 1975 catalogues!
How many commemoratives were issued between the 75th & 100th UPU Anniversary
sets, i.e. between Z.296 and 552?
There were 0 for the first 25 years, 3 for the second 25, and 72 for the third, and now for
the fourth?
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Did You Know?
 October 1974
 A recent independent 'Gallup' poll indicates that 90% of the Swiss population are
satisfied with their postal services and that 87% think the distribution is fast enough.
However, in the cities the satisfaction is somewhat less than in the country districts.

 A number of slot machines are being re-modified to take 50c coil stamps again, as the
foreign postcard rate is now that high. These stamps have been printed again (Z.485)
much to the disgust of the hoarders. I have noticed that a few of these machines - at the
railway station in Vevey, and in one of the main Bern offices, have never been changed
and are, apparently, just using up the old stocks of rolls.

 Collectors of the 1st August postmarks may have wondered about the buildings shown on
the 1974 cds used at Fribourg. On the left is shown the 'Tour Henri', part of the old
fortifications, and on the right is the new PTT building, mainly to house the new
centralised postal giro offices (see note in 'Did You Know', October 1973).

 The UPU Centenary book mentioned in the October 1973 issue has appeared, at
SFr.48.- but is too general for the serious UPU student. Interesting illustrations of
postmen etc., the world over, postal mechanisation, UPU history and achievements,
philately (by President André Savoie of the Association of Swiss Philatelic Societies, list
of UPU member states etc. Published by Vie Art Cite, Lausanne, in German - "Die Post"
- and I believe in French and, perhaps, in English.

 Collectors of "Electricity" or "Telephone-Radio" on stamps will remember that in 1965 the
International Telegraph Union celebrated its centenary, so is 9 years older than the UPU!
(See Z.431, 436 & 437).

 Since the 1968 August stamp issue for the Liechtenstein 'Silver Wedding', a small threelanguage brochure (German, French, & English) has been issued by the Philatelic
Bureau in Vaduz for each new issue.
The latest, for the 5th September 1974 Fr.10.- issue, has an interesting potted history of
Liechtenstein and its Ruling House. (Price SFr.1.50).

 The answer to Question No.28 is: 175 stamps issued from 1949 - 1974.
 Question No.29 is: When and with which set of stamps did Switzerland regain its lead
over the UK in the number of plain commemorative issues?
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Did You Know?
 November 1974
 A booklet by F. Berger - 'Die Aushilfsstempel der Schweizer Post' has appeared, mostly
reprints of his articles in the Swiss monthly 'Philatelica'. At SFr.3.- a most useful survey
of these elusive emergency, temporary or skeleton handstamps.

 In November each year the senior classes of the local schools in each village collect
orders for Pro Juventute stamps, booklets and Xmas cards. They are distributed 3-4
days in advance of the official day of issue, in parallel with the PTT.
My daughter's class sold SFr.7670.- last year in the village, just over SFr.1.- per head of
the population.

 The Swiss Specialists Club celebrated its 50th birthday with a small exhibition in the
Zürich Town Hall from 1-3 November. About 70 members showed a frame each (of 16
sheets), making it a real jewel of a show.
An excellent cross-section of Swiss philately: from Rayon platings; many studies of 19th
century cancellations; Sperati forgeries; Kocher stamps; Hotel stamps; first booklets of
1904; a block of four of the Gottfried Keller Pro Juventute with incorrect date of birth
(1818), etc. etc. All of the highest quality and presentation.
At the same time they have published a 64 page booklet “Ueber die Frankaturen der
Sitzende Helvetia gezӓhnt" covering the postal usage of these stamps from 1862
onwards, inland & foreign.
16 pages of perfectly printed reproductions of covers in colour make this a fascinating
study. A loose enclosure is a photo-copy of the Swiss Postal Tariff, inland & foreign, of
1st June 1869, most intriguing and itself worth the SFr.10.0 price for the hard-covered
booklet.

 The LUPO organisation have found 50,000 unused aerogrammes, 2nd type, and printed
a picture of the airship 'Lucerne' in the bottom left-hand corner. To bring the 65c value
printed on them up to the 80c now required, the PTT have imprinted an additional 15c in
the same frame as the local postcards, which were up-rated to 20c.
The whole thing selling at SFr.2.- but still a genuine aerogramme that can be used, not
only at the 1975 LUPO exhibition.

 Question No.30 is: A recent non-Swiss stamp showed the oldest post-box still in use in
Switzerland. Where is it situated?

 The answer to Question No.29 is: with the 1932 Peace Conference issue of six stamps.
Up till then there had been nine GB commemoratives and only seven Swiss.
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Did You Know?
 December 1974
 The Swiss PTT has announced massive price increases to cover their ever-rising deficit,
not only for telephones but also postal services, as wages now form 79% of total costs.
In January 1975 the fee for Express letters doubles, from SFr.1.50 to 3.- plus the
postage. In 1976 the letter and postcard rate goes up to 40c., and parcels leap as well.
From 1977 foreign rates will also go up.

 A few months ago I sent a letter addressed to my-self at an old address which I had left
thirteen years previous. The letter came back, having also gone via an intermediate
address I had left twelve years ago!
That cost 50c a time then, now it costs SFr.2.-. Also for the few weeks of a holiday
'change of address', as from 1st January, the cost will rocket to SFr.6.-

 All post office boxes will, however, now be rent-free, as a further labour-saving device.
 Under the long-standing FIP rules a stamp issue will be blacked if the value of the charity
surcharge exceeds half the total postal value of the set.
The 1974 Pro Juventute issue has a postal value of SFr1.55 with a surcharge of 75c,
giving 48.4%. In 1973 it was only 38%, but in 1971 and 1972 it was exactly 50%
The Dutch got into trouble with this a couple of years ago with a very attractive block of
children's Christmas stamps. I expect the Swiss PTT will be more careful.

 The 30c. Simmental (Z.527) is now available in handmade rolls of 1000 stamps, without
control numbers on the back.
This follows the 30c. Zürich and Gais issues, all for use
by private firms and some PTT packet counters. The 25c. Lausanne was also available
in rolls of 2000.

 The biggest price jump I have noticed in the new Zumstein Specialised (1975 XXI
edition) is for the 2 x 20c. 1927 National Fete postcards. Both have moved from SFr.40
to SFr. 475.- each!

 The answer to Question No.30 is: The German BR UPU commemorative shows an old
German letter-box and also the Swiss box designed by Melchior Berri before he drew the
Basel Dove, and which is still in use at the back of the Spalentor (St. Paul's Gate) in
Basel (see 50c. Z.420). A second such box is also still in use at St. Albans in Basel. A
delightful stamp to have in a Swiss collection.

 Question No.31 is an easy one: which stamp shows part of the largest lake entirely
within Switzerland?
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Did You Know?
 January 1975
 In 1973 the PTT issued a folder with twelve beautiful coloured postcards of old
telephones, with descriptions in four languages.

 Another little 'secret' publicity effort by the PTT has come to light. In the spring of 1974 a
sales counter (really more of a drawer) was opened in the newly renovated main PO in
Winterthur – the 8th largest town in Switzerland. Never a word to anyone in advance; and
I use that PO regularly. They were surprised that sales were so low and after a month or
two it was closed.

 In 1959 the PTT issued an interesting booklet "Formular-verzeichnis" (separately in
German, French and Italian). This lists all forms, labels, covers and other printed matter
available from the main stores in Bern, in alphabetical and numerical order, as well as
giving the old numbers, in many cases in use since the turn of the century, and which
were being replaced at the end of the '50s by new longer numbers.
Now a new edition has been issued, PTT 001.10 dt VI 74, without the old superseded
numbers of course, obtainable gratis from PTT GD in Bern.

 I‟m not suggesting every specialist should start collecting an example of every form the
PTT has ever issued, but it is interesting to see how the various labels are grouped, i.e.
those that can appear on an item delivered to the door. Naturally it is tricky to locate
those that appeared and disappeared between 1959 and 1974. Sizes and colours etc.
are not mentioned, nor printing dates.

 The 'Internaba' miniature sheet is predicted as an item for the future with sales of
2,173,503. Of the so-called 'Black Print' 81,542 were sold. Here its future is more difficult
to forecast. It may rise in value or may become a forgotten item. Who knows?

 The promoters of winter sports in Le Brassus have used a slogan in Lausanne and a
MPO cachet every January since 1967. Now all eight villages in the Vallee de Joux are
using, from the 11th January 1975, an identical pictorial cds, only the name of the village
varies.
The Lac de Joux is remarkable in that it has no visible outflow, however, the water does
get to Lake Neuchâtel via underground passages.

 The answer to Question No.31 is Zum. No.67 in the 'Pro Patria 'Rivers & Lakes' series.
 Question No.32 is: Which stamps show three cantonal arms?
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Did You Know?
 February 1975
 With the 30c. '125 Years Federal Posts' stamp of 19.9.1974; the PTT introduced a new
paper, white without violet fibres. This was also used for the 15 and 50c Pro Juventute
stamps, also without correct announcement in their publicity leaflets. At least they have
assured collectors that no stamps have been printed on both types of paper.

 The biggest changeover in machine postmarks since the introduction of postal code
numbers, is now taking place. All the American machines, about 144, are now being
fitted with new 22mm. diameter town dies, in which the fiddly time and date insert
changes is now done with fixed reels (as with ordinary handstamps).
Experiments were started in 1968, with apparently satisfactory results. At the beginning
of January about 50 machines had been changed over.

 A BBZ reader has sent in the location of a third 'Basel Dove' letterbox still in use in
Basel.

 At the end of 1974 the Philatelic Society of Olten celebrated its 75th birthday by issuing a
handsome 80-page brochure. This covers, in German, the whole postal history of Olten
with all postmarks illustrated. Also included is an article on the 1870 'Gratis' stamp, which
was 'born' in Olten, and details about the 'Tripolis bei Olten' cds, etc. etc.

 PEN has published the 1975 supplement to his priced catalogue of all Swiss special
cancellations and MPO cachets. SFr.6 from Editions PEN.
Also from PEN, an excellent booklet has appeared, in French, entitled "Timbres de
Replacement du Ier Arrondissement Postal”, i.e. Geneva and environs. All known
postmarks are listed chronologically from 1893, and also alphabetically.

 The PTT has issued, gratis, a new edition of their numerical list of all postal code
numbers. PTT No.310.05 I 75.

 The answer to Question No.32 is the following four stamps: the arms of Uri, Schwyz and
Unterwalden are shown on the Fr.3.- of 1938 (Z.216) and on the 10c. Pro Patria of 1941
(Z.13). Then in 1965, the arms of Valais, Neuchâtel and Genève appeared on the 20c
stamp (Z.432), celebrating 150 years in the Confederation. The fourth stamp, the 50c of
1967 (Z.243) shows on the base of the statue (which stands in the Bundeshaus in Bern)
the arms of Uri, Schwyz & Unterwalden. These can be clearly seen with a good
magnifying glass. This stamp, by the way, is still valid.

 Question No.33 is which Swiss stamp appeared in slightly different form on both plain
and phosphor payer, not counting the well-known PJ & Buildings stamps?
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Did You Know?
 March 1975
 The reason why only the three princes are depicted on the new Liechtenstein stamps
(issued on 13th March), and not also the princess, is because women still do not have the
vote there. So says the philatelic editor of the “Basler Nachrichten”.
The official rejoinder is that she is too young to be photographed - at 2 years of age!

 The new Swiss stamp issue programme does not include the expected new SFr.3.50
value, already numbered 541 by Zumstein.

 After a life of only four years the French-Swiss monthly "La Bourse aux Timbres" died at
the end of 1974. Pity.

 Joseph Bühler celebrated his 80th birthday at the end of January. Deservedly one of the
best Swiss philatelists, he not only organised the first big Swiss stamp exhibition, the
'NABA' in Zürich, in 1934, but was also the driving force behind the establishment of the
Swiss Postal Museum, and initiated the 'Fund for Furthering Philately', which now runs
practically everything philatelic in Switzerland.

 I noticed in January several red franking dies with a numbers in the 15,000‟s, meaning a
50% increase in the last five years, and fewer stamps in circulation!

 About three times a year, the PTT issue a publicity leaflet called "PTT Brief'” to all big
firms etc. I have read there of quite a few interesting items. For instance, that the 500th
firm has gone over to punched card giro in-payment forms; that giro forms are now
available suitable for OCR (Optical Character Reading) i.e. the computer can read
directly; and that the postcode 'book' is now ready on magnetic tape for computerised
customers.

 The answer to Question No.33 is the BIT 30c with 'overprint for the visit of Pope Paul VI
to Geneva on 10th June 1969. The normal version is still on ordinary paper, but this issue
(7,726,000 copies sold) was on phosphor paper with violet fibres, Z.104.

 Question No.34 is: which were the first Swiss stamps issued with Chinese characters on
them?
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Did You Know?
 April 1975
 In 1951, 300 copies were printed of a booklet on Swiss stickers issued for exhibitions
and other events. Entitled, “Katalog der Ausstellungs & Gelegenheits Marken der
Schweiz”, it is based on the main work of P.F. Rampacher of Budapest.

 A small miracle has taken place in Tagelswangen. At the end of January the PTT closed
the Paketannahmestelle at the local grocery shop. Now following a petition and
consequent pressure from the Cantonal authorities, the
PTT has reinstated the service, as from 3rd March, for the
400 households in the village, which was started on
1.6.1959

 Most, if not all, large Swiss daily newspapers carry at the weekend a ¼ page or so of
philatelic news, opinions and pictures of new issues. Often MPO and special postmarks
in advance of issue. The 'Thurgauer Zeitung' of Frauenfeld goes even further by
mentioning the coming slogans to be used by the six machines in the Canton of
Thurgau.

 The Swiss Postmark Society has issued another up-to-date list of all Swiss cancelling
machines, combined with an alphabetical list of all local publicity slogans, as well as
tables showing the distribution of machines according to canton and postal district.
A copy has been placed in the HPS Library, 9 pages A4.

 A special exhibition of philatelic material and collections will be opened at the MUBA, the
main Swiss industrial fair. Called 'Mubaphil', it should prove of interest to all who can
come to Basel from the 12th to 21st April.

 A full set of eight covers for the opening flight of Swissair to China will cost a minimum of
SFr.20.-, including FL and UN, as SFr.2.- is the rate the PTT is charging for a 20 g. letter.

 The answer to Question No.34 is the set of four official stamps for the UN World Health
Organisation on 13.2.1975. The abbreviation letters are shown in the four official UN
languages Chinese, Russian, English and French.

 Question No.35 is: Which Swiss stamps show the Union Jack?
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Did You Know?
 May 1975
 On the 26th June the UN Geneva will issue two stamps for their 30th anniversary, and a
miniature sheet at same price. Standing order customers are warned that the computer
program has not been updated to cover miniature sheets, and means that none will be
delivered automatically; a pity for those who expect a FDC.

 Sensational is the only word for the 58th auction by Corinphila, to be held in Zürich 28-31
May. They also celebrate their 50th year of auctions, being about the first in Switzerland.
Amongst the most interesting items are eleven Zürich 4‟s, and no less than seventy
Zürich 6‟s; also a cover with a vertical pair of Geneva 4‟s; and a cover with eleven 30c air
stamps dated 23.11.1920.
The 336 pages of the free catalogue contain about half black and white illustrations, and
then eighteen pages in perfect colour.
Corinphila guarantee their stamps for five years from date of sale.

 The publication date and price of the new "Ganzsachen" catalogue cannot yet be given
by Zumstein. Pity.

 The sale of 2.2 million INTERNABA miniature sheets brought in a profit of SFr 2.2 m. to
'help' offset the costs of the exhibition of SFr.1.8 m. This additional income, plus interest
on the capital, puts the Fund for Furthering Philately at SFr. 5.9 m. various books,
publications and films were supported during 1974.

 The Swiss Transport Museum in Luzern is promoting a flight by hot-airship on a flight
from Luzern to Zug and back. Although no special cancellation is available, no less than
SFr.3.60 is the minimum fee, plus 40c for a special cover, per direction. Include me out,
as the saying is.

 The special overprinted aerogramme for the „LUPO‟, held in the Luzern Transport
Museum from 25-27th April (see Helvetia Newsletter - November 1974) was rationed at
the exhibition sales counter at 3-4 a time, but the 50,000 lasted.
One wonders where another 40,000 aerogrammes could come from, with a 45c
impressed value, so that with a 90c. 'Ville de Lucerne' they could be used for the special
first flights to China at SFr.2.-. The dealer in question sells them at SFr.19.50 per set of
4.

 The answer to Question No.35 is: the Union Jack appears on two stamps; the 50c stamp
issued for CERN in Geneva (Z.441), and the 20c EFTA of 1967 (Z.447).

 Question No.36: In which year were Pro Juventute stamps valid for all countries?
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Did You Know?
 June 1975
 The third edition of the „Rollenmarken Katalog‟ (Coil Stamps) by Rene Amrein has just
appeared. Greatly improved and enlarged, it now covers in 150 pages the history of coil
stamps and vending machines from 1910 and includes illustrations of all coil stamps
known, with and without numbers on reverse, together with prices for mint and used
stamps, strips, blocks, and even more exotic, combinations and flaws.
Swiss coil Pro Juventute and Commemoratives, as well as those of Liechtenstein and
U.N. in Geneva, 'Ticket' booklets and red private franks in coils are also shown. Quite an
eye-opener to those who have seen 'everything'.

 The PTT recently opened a philatelic sales counter for current stamps, mint & cto in the
sub-office Zürich 23 main Station. This is similar to that at Zürich 58 Airport and probably
other places too.

 At the Corinphila auction the vertical pair of half-double Geneva‟s went for SFr.220,000
having started at SFr.100,000.

 The first major modification to the SBB network in 50 years, the
Heitersberg tunnel, by-passing Baden on the express line from
Zürich to Bern, was ceremoniously opened on the 27th May. A
very nice special cancel was used.
The next event of this nature will be in 1980 when Zürich Airport
will be connected to the express line from Zürich to St. Gallen.

 The booklet on 'Aushilfstempel', mentioned some time ago, can still be obtained from the
author, Herr F. Berger, for about SFr. 3.- plus postage.

 The answer to Question No.36 is: 1922. Until the UPU Conference held in Madrid in the
autumn of 1921 allowed the general use of surcharged stamps internationally, only the
following countries would accept such stamps as valid: Bavaria (!), Denmark (from whom
the idea came), Italy, Portugal, Russia and Hungary.

 Question No.37 is: Which Great Britain stamp shows the Swiss national flag?
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Did You Know?
 July 1975
 The Corinphila Jubilee Auction was a big success. The total estimated price was SFr.8
million and the actual realisation SFr.11.7 million.

 The hot-airship has flown but was not able to get to Zug, so the covers are waiting
somewhere in Luzern.

 I have been looking at fiscals here. A little while ago interest would have been zero, but
now there are a few people who admit to collecting them, but not really as anything to do
with philately. Two dealers have advertised recently in the 'Ganzsachen' Monthly: R.
Hürlimann of Biel, and Mme E. Wagen of Lausanne.
Don't expect bargains.

 On 13 February 1975 (by coincidence the first-day of the first commemoratives) the
largest shopping centre in Europe was opened. Leaving out all the superlatives relating
to the shops, there is one record figure of interest to philatelists. The full name of the new
P.O. in the building has no less than 24 letters, the longest I can find in Switzerland, not
counting sub-offices, like 'Neuhausen am Rheinfall 2 Zollstrasse' or 'La Chaux-de-Fonds
12 Rotorama Horloger' or 'Spreitenbach 2 Einkaufszentrum'.
Luckily, on 30.10.74, '8301 GLATTZENTRUM b. WALLISELLEN‟, with 24 letters, was
closed. (See illustration right)
The Glatt is the river giving its
name to the valley to the north
of Zürich in which the village of
Wallisellen lies.

 There are quite a few selfservice PO‟s in use now, with
their own cds, used when staffed for a few hours a day, i.e. one cannot stamp one's own
mail. A nice long one is 'Schlieren-Lille Selbstbedienung', but these must be classed as
sub-offices.

 There are five of these self-service PO‟s in Zürich now, but opposition is so great
politically all over Switzerland that the PTT has said no more will be established. No
doubt with an eye on the rising number of unemployed.

 The answer to Question No.37 is: S.G. Nos. 715 & 716, both celebrating EFTA.
Note that on these two, and on the two Swiss stamps mentioned last month, the
proportions of the Swiss flag are shown incorrectly as it is a square flag, not oblong.

 Question No.38 is: which Swiss definitive, still valid, would lose you most money if used
on a letter to-day, based on 1975 Zumstein prices for mint/used?
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Did You Know?
 August 1975
 From 27-29th June 1975 the tenth 'REGIOPHIL' was held in Porrentruy – SFr.1.50 Porte
de France (Z.422). There were 171 exhibitors with 955 frames, of which 9 with 40 frames
were members of the SVP Swiss Postmark Society.
G.A. Nicolet and F. Berger received Silver for Postal Automation and Aushilfstempel
respectively. Other postmark entries did not do as well illustrating the battle still to be
won in getting postmarks recognised by the 'classic' judges. Postmarks have the
disadvantage that they are not expensive enough, even though many are much, more
rare than Basel Doves, Rayons, etc.
Silver at a Regiophil is necessary as minimum qualification to exhibit at a National.

 The next two Regiophil will be held at Dietikon (near Zürich) in 1976, and Lugano in
1977.

 On 30th August the usual annual Zumstein catalogues will appear, and the long-awaited
'Ganzsachen' catalogue in its 6th Edition. More than twice the size of its predecessor, but
at SFr.19.- not cheap.

 As the decision of the Swiss Parliament to raise internal postal rates from 1st January
1976 is still held in the referendum period (and therefore may be rejected by the people)
the Pro Juventute committee are not sure what will be the most suitable values for 1976,
i.e. during the second half of their sales period. So they have decided to issue the same
combinations as last year, but with an additional 10+5c value. This will be printed by the
PTT and have an interesting connection with 'The Day of the Stamp', to be held at
Sarnen, Canton Obwalden, on 1.12.75.

 The above mentioned postal rates change will mean 40c instead of 30c for letters up to
250g, and postcards & printed matter from 15 to 20c. This will mean the reintroduction of
a 20c value in the definitives.

 A dangerous German cancellation faker is on the job again. After being declared not
guilty in Düsseldorf in December 1974, "as his customers suffered no loss"!! He is now
happily advertising for Swiss unused stamps with damaged gum. "These he will wash
and cancel to sell"!!

 The answer to Question No.38 is: Z.244, the Hodler 'Tell' of 1941. This 60c is still valid
stamp and costs SFr.25 unused, but put on a letter its cancelled value is only 5c., i.e.
1/500th!

 Question No.39 is: In which Canton is the highest Swiss Post Office situated?
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Did You Know?
 September 1975
 To my surprise the PTT is not only putting up the inland postal rates from 1st January
1976 but also the foreign rates. Originally these increases were intended to take place
alternately, but even though Switzerland has the lowest rate of inflation in Europe, rises
of 30% or so are apparently justified.

 Another 'last' cds without PLZ has been found by G.A. Nicolet, in use by the GD PTT in
Bern until 4,3.68.

 So-called "Heimat-Sammelungen" postal history collections of a specific canton, region,
district, valley or a single village (home town), are becoming so popular that a special
exhibition category is being considered. My area is everything postal within a 6 km.
radius from Bassersdorf, but it takes a lifetime of searching for such material.

 The popular Pro Juventute booklets have their panes hand-separated and handassembled, so that no edges are machine-cut. They are often used as a small Christmas
present, but as they are not on sale at ordinary post offices they are sold by school
children door-to-door, together with the stamps.
They are naturally on sale at the Philatelic Bureaux; also for standing orders, and at the
PJ secretariat in Zürich. From the latter also can be obtained the booklet, in German or
French, describing the stamps of that year, but unfortunately the secretariat takes no
standing orders.

 Until the price of sets rose above SFr.2, Pro Patria and Pro Juventute stamps could be
obtained from vending machines for a SFr.2 coin. These machines now give only three
stamps of the set, plus a couple of commemoratives to make up the value. As this is not
very satisfactory it has led the PTT to experiment with SFr.5. machines, giving a set of
each, plus a few others.

 Soon - when the rates go up - one will be able to obtain five postcards at 40c each (30c
to-day) from vending machines for SFr.2. At present, cards cannot be obtained from
such machines since the rate went up from 20c to 30c.

 The answer to Question No.39 is Valais. This highest Swiss post office, on the
Jungfraujoch, is politically in the Canton of Valais, but postally in District III, Bern. There
must be only a few feet from the office to the cantonal boundary!

 Question No.40 is: which GB stamp shows a Swiss monument incorrectly?
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Did You Know?
 October 1975
 I visited Heimisbach last Sunday, and after photographing the Post Office had a chat
with the postmaster and found that there is no village of Heimisbach, only a post office,
which lies between the two hamlets of Kramershaus and Thal. The old name of
Dürrgraben represents the whole valley, as does Heimisbach.
In the upper village of Thal, the old wooden schoolhouse has been converted into a
museum containing the books, manuscripts, photos, etc., of Simon Gfeller, who attended
school in these very rooms from 1875 to 1884. His 80 year old son has an exhibition of
paintings in another classroom. All beautifully presented. (See Helvetia Newsletter - July
1975).

 There is still no news of a 20c stamp needed for printed matter from 1.1.76. A 35c and a
SFr.1.10, for 2nd step printed matter and registered letters respectively will come out in
November with the Pro Juventute. There was only one 'spare' Wetli design available and
this was used for the 35c. (Wetli having died recently).

 Just before the Zumstein Ganzsachen Catalogue appeared, a special loose-leaf edition
of the Swiss section of the Dr. Ascher Ganzsachen Catalogue was published in
Düsseldorf at approximately SFr.7. The prices are 1975, but the postcards are only up to
1969.

 The Müller 1976 Catalogue introduces a new system, in that in addition to the usual
bound booklet at SFr.7.90, loose sheets are also available at the same price, but the ring
binder costs SFr.13.,90 and stiff index sheets SFr.6. It is not clear if for next year only the
additional and corrected sheets can be bought,

 Once again a Liechtenstein stamp has been badly printed (they have extremely high
standards in Vaduz) so that only a limited number were on general sale alter all standing
orders had been met. It is the Fr.1.30 issue on 4.9.75 and printed by the Austrian Govt.
Printer, Vienna. (The previous incidents were caused by Harrison).

 The new SFr.2.50 'Solothurn Cock' is printed on the "old' thinner phosphor paper with
violet fibres. I wonder what paper the new SFr.1.10 will be printed on.

 The answer to Question No.40 is the 3d violet of 1949 showing the UPU monument in
Bern. The lady at the right is flying round the wrong way! (S.G.500)

 Question No.41 is: Which Swiss stamp shows the oldest man-made object?
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Did You Know?
 November 1975
 With reference to the July 1975 edition of Did You Know, Dr. Ganz
has found a Swiss Post Office with an even longer name than '8301
Glattzentrum b. Wallisellen‟ (24 letters), i.e. “3361 Röthenbach b.
Herzogenbuchsee” (26 letters). See illustration

 In contrast to Germany and France the sale of Swiss stamps with a
charity surcharge has dropped very little. Reasons are varied but appear to be that
Switzerland has only two such items a year (excluding blocks to finance important
exhibitions), both with a long tradition: a large proportion of households is reached as
school-children sell these stamps from door to door and there is no need for negative
publicity to warn people that the value paid is not the postal value, since at least two
generations know this from personal experience of selling them as children.

 The excellent show of 'Fischer Post' sheets in the PTT Museum (by A. Rauber) has been
superseded by 'Cancellations on Old Swiss Stamps' from the collection of Dr.W.Roth of
Basel (until 19th January 1976), Many unique and fascinating covers are shown with
Sitting Helvetia perf., but mainly on Strubels, together with many mixed frankings.

 I‟m reminded of the collector of classic stamps who, on returning from a lengthy business
trip, found that his wife had a nice little surprise for him. He had once said that stamps
without teeth were usually more valuable than those without, so she had trimmed them
up for him! Moral - never tell your wife too much!

 At the end of August, Ernst Müller celebrated his 70th birthday. At 17 he started his own
stamp business, Marken Müller, and sold it 40 years later. He organised Youth Contests
from 1929, brought out his first popular album in 1938, and did the plating of the Rayon
II. He was also President of the Swiss Stamp Traders' Society for 15 years.
What many do not know is that he was also a founder of the Balair charter firm and
President of the Basel Air Training School. He has also initiated the building of houses,
especially for pensioners. Truly active in many fields.

 The answer to Question No.41 is on the Pro Patria 10c of 1972: the harpoon points
found in Burgӓschi Lake are the oldest man-made objects so far found in Switzerland.

 Question No.42: Where is this lake?
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Did You Know?
 December 1975
 Following the good experience with two stamps of the same value in the same issue,
practiced during 1974, the PTT are now doing it no less than 4 times in 1976: for both
special issues, the Pro Patria and Pro Juventute issues, with the 40c for inland letters up
to 250g. The other two values of each set of four will be: 20c for inland printed matter up
to 50g, and 80c for letters up to 20g, for CEPT countries.

 In February next year an illustrated postcard for 40c (sold at 70c) will be issued to
celebrate 50 years of the Swiss "Ganzsachen" Society. They are holding an exhibition in
Burgdorf in the spring and there will certainly be a special cancellation of some sort as
well. Nice to see this appreciation by the PTT.

 A new gag for UN collectors is to have a letter cancelled on the first-day in Geneva, then
sent by Express (or taken) to New York to have the US UN stamps put on and cancelled
on the same day, thus having the Geneva and New York issues on the same FDC. It
does not work the other way, not because of the sun, but because the Swiss PTT will not
cancel a cancelled letter.

 The new SFr.1.10 has the "old" paper with fibres. Have a look.
 In addition to the usual stamps and coins, the annual "Liechtensteiner Briefmarken
Katalog" published by Phila-Verlag, Vaduz, introduces another special area in 1976,
which has been researched in detail, namely telegraph covers and special postmarks,
so-called signets.

 None of the SFr.20 million material exhibited by Swiss exhibitors at the badly run
'ARPHILA' show in Paris this June suffered permanent damage. This was due to the
personal efforts of the Swiss commissar Max Guggenheim and in spite of the organisers!

 The answer to Question No.42 I quite unwittingly had given at the top of the article last
month! The Burgӓschi Lake lies only 4 km. south of Röthenbach bei Herzogenbuchsee,
and the nearest village, Aeschi, has the same postcode No.3361.
This tiny shallow lake lies on the border between the Cantons of Solothurn and Bern.

 Question No.43 is about First Day Cancels: On the 27th November 1975, a special
cancel was used for the two new definitives issued on the same day as the Pro
Juventute stamps, which have their own cancellation. On which day previously were two
special FDCs used?
The FDCs in three languages used from 1948 to 1959, are not the answer.
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Did You Know?
 January 1976
 The new postal rates from 1st January make all postage at least 33% more
expensive, but some items like minimum COD jump from SFr.1.50 to 3.50, an
ordinary wall calendar to a foreign country from SFr.1.50 to SFr.3.20 etc.
However, some things are better, printed matter can be sent if over 50 pieces,
small packets (foreign) can be properly sealed or tied up, giro transfers to foreign
countries are now free, COD payments can be made at the door with a giro
check, all letters to the Mediterranean littoral now go by airmail at no extra cost,
as in Europe.
 The postage due rate is now the missing amount plus 50c. Under the old system
- twice the missing amount - a letter posted with a 30c stamp instead of 40c
would require 10c x 2 = 20c.
To-day this is 10c + 50c = 60c. But I don't yet know what happens with a foreign
letter with several francs of missing postage.
 On the 5th January, new booklets in green covers appeared, but only at the
philatelic counters at first and at the same price, SFr.5.-. The contents are: a
pane with 2x10c Nӓfels dark blue, with two criss-crossed 'stamps' as in the 1970
issue, to make up the pane of four spaces; two panes each with 4x20c Samedan
green and two panes each with 4x40c Geneva violet (these from a new têtebêche sheet). There have been many adverse comments on the use of these old
'Buildings' stamps again.
 The PTT announced that "as significant quantities of the old 30c postcard are still
in stock they will be overprinted 40c" - again on sale at philatelic counters only
until the old stocks held by post offices are used up (sold with a 10c stamp
added).
 With postal rates changing so often, people frequently get confused and use
values above those actually needed. I have noticed this on Swiss and UK letters,
both internal and foreign. An interesting variation for postmark and cover
collectors, but difficult for those exhibition judges who insist on correctly franked
mail.
 The 'Marken Müller' catalogue shows the corresponding FDC, next to each issue,
a useful feature.
 The answer to Question No.43 is that on 1st June 1966 the Pro Patria set was
issued with its FDC, and the 20c stamp of 'The Fifth Switzerland' (Swiss living
abroad) Z.442 also with its own FDC. New stamps for the UN agencies have also
been issued on the same day as Swiss stamps, as follows: 30.8.73 ITU/WMO
and Com.II; 30.5.74 ILO & PP; 17.2.75 WHO & Com.I.
 Question No.44 is: Switzerland is not one of the 90 or so countries that has
issued triangular stamps, but has come pretty close to it, such as early air show
stickers, soldier stamps and bisects. What is the nearest?
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Did You Know?
 February 1976
 A remarkable philatelic exhibition was on view for four weeks in the Zürich Town Hall. A
well-known postmark collector, W. Sturzenegger, showed in 50 frames, all the Swiss
special postmarks that mention or have a connection with the city of Zürich. But what
made this show unique was that he, being a professional photographer, showed only
photographic enlargements (5-7 times actual size), which made all the detail, in the MPO
cachets for instance, really visible and full of life.
Zürich not only produced the first stamps on the Continent in 1843, but also the first
Swiss special date stamp, for the first Swiss National Exhibition held there in 1883.

 The 1976 Supplement to the PEN Special Cancellations Catalogue is available for SFr.5
(or SFr.6 foreign) post paid, from Editions PEN.

 An excellent booklet has been written by Kasper Michel "Schwyzer Motive auf Schweizer
Briefmarken" and shows in full colour all Swiss stamps (16 of them, or 19 if colour
variations are taken into account) which have a connection with the Canton of Schwyz.
Full philatelic details of each stamp are given, together with a full description of the
scene or person on the stamp, making this a really worthwhile work, and well worth
copying by other cantons. Price SFr.7.80.

 It has taken the PTT 109 years to accept further postal stationery essays submitted by
Alexander Hutter in 1867! They are now used on the special postcard issued on 12.2.76
for the GABRA, to be held in Burgdorf from 21-23 May, see December 1975 issue of the
Newsletter. The 40c is printed in black on the
address side and the 10c in blue, but enlarged
to about 70 mm. on the picture side.
Note in this older essay the decorative
braiding, which in the used version was
replaced by chains of stars, 22 all told, to
represent the 22 cantons.

 Since postal rates went up early this year one sees dozens of different combinations of
old and new stamps used to make up the 40c required for letters. Just with the present
definitives there are 17 combinations from 8 x 5c to 1 x 40c.

 The answer to Question No.44 is the Swiss aerogramme issued in 1962 and 1964,
having a triangular impressed 65c value stamp.

 Question No.45 is: How many single 40c stamps were still valid in January 1976,
including Pro Patria and Pro Juventute?
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Did You Know?
 March 1976
 The UPU 80c. Blair of 1974 has the lowest sale figure of all recent special Swiss stamps.
 At the WERABA Space Philatelic Exhibition, to be held in Zürich-Altstetten from 1-4 April
this year, Prof. J. Piccard will speak about his association with NASA, amongst other
speakers on space subjects. A special cds will be used by the PTT.
There will also be special cancellations available at the official USA, UN Geneva, and
uniquely, USSR post office stands. Some hearty fruit salad is guaranteed.

 There is a rumour that the African child shown on the latest 40c stamp is the youngest
son of Idi Amin of Ugandan notoriety. This has prompted "Philateliac" to mention that in
honour of this, Amin will autograph album pages bearing this stamp during a short stop
he will make at Zürich airport at 5am on 1st April 1976. Any takers?

 The UNO Study Circle in Germany has just published a 100 page tome "UIT-Studie"
covering every possible aspect of UIT stamps, postmarks etc., of the whole world, a
really fantastic philatelic labour of love. Obtainable from UNO-Philatelie, Cologne.

 I have been shown a letter dated 1820 with an alleged postage stamp impressed in top
right-hand corner. The owner thought he had made the discovery of the century, but a
week later, quite by chance, I was shown a bundle of such "letters" from the first half of
the 19th cent.
The albino impression of the Zürich coat-of-arms (28x32mm) carries a value tablet
according to the size of the paper and represents a fiscal due for an official statement.
The longer the statement the higher the price, i.e. a bigger piece of paper needed. In the
lower left corner was always a circular rubber stamp showing the same amount as a
receipt. Result: a pre-adhesive fiscal, not postal, stamp.

 The answer to Question No.45 is: the number of still valid 40c at the beginning of 1976 =
22: consisting of 3 definitives, 9 commemoratives, 4 Europa, 3 Pro Patria and 3 Pro
Juventute.

 Question No.46 is: which British military victory, outside Europe, is commemorated in
Switzerland and mentioned on at least one special cancellation?
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Did You Know?
 April 1976
 The young Swiss designer of the new German definitives, Beat Knoblauch, died in a
tragic accident in the mountains at the end of December 1975. In addition to these he
designed six commemoratives for the German PTT and two for France, 'ARPHILA'.

 The Swiss Federal Council is proposing that future alterations to the postal rates need
not be approved by Parliament, i.e. will not be subject to the referendum system. If
accepted (although itself subject to a possible referendum), this will allow the PTT to
make smaller changes at more frequent intervals and without delay.
Confusion, as with the Pro Juventute rates for the 1975 issue, which meant that a 10c
stamp had to be issued as well, will be avoided in future. The Federal Council (Cabinet)
of seven members will alone approve PTT suggestions.

 The hot-airship has actually made its trip, not from Luzern (Transport Museum) to Zug
and back, but for a few hundred metres only near Sursee. Those who paid SFr.8 for the
two official PTT covers, without a special cancel, will now be feeling happy, perhaps. See
the May 1975 issue of the Newsletter.

 An imperforate corner block of the UN Geneva SFr.10 (first-day 17.4.70) has been
bought at a New York auction for $400. Apparently two sheets were auctioned in New
York in 1972. In the Zumstein BBZ of March 1976, the affair is called "Eine kleine
'Lockheed' Affӓre".

 The fourth part of the new “Stempelwerk” should finally appear this year and will consist
of loose sheets only. The five volumes of text (brown) and three volumes of illustrations
(green) need not be extended.

 The articles by Rene Gees on the UPU 1900 issue have been reprinted and are
available for SFr.15.

 The PTT has brought out a new collection of 12 coloured postcards "Switzerland and its
Post Coaches" at SFr.3. Descriptions in four languages (including English)

 The answer to Question No.46 is: The Battle of Kandahar, Afghanistan (January 1879)
was used by Sir Arnold Lunn when he started the Arlberg-Kandahar Ski Races, the first
of which were held in 1928 in St. Anton and Mürren. The 20th, 26th and 31st were
commemorated by a Swiss special cds in 1955, 1961 and 1966 respectively when the
races were held in Mürren - amongst other years - and not in St. Anton or Garmisch.

 Question No.47 concerns early difficulties with perforating machines. What is the range
of perfs found with the 'Winterthur' stamp of 1850?
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Did You Know?
 May 1976
 Although Switzerland has banned supersonic overflying, the Concorde was the subject
of the postmark used for the 10th Meeting of Aerophilatelists held in Geneva on 24th
April 1976.

 A travelling exhibition "Transportation in Switzerland" has started a nearly two-year trip to
various cities in USA. Included are three frames of Swiss stamps having a transport
theme. A special slogan was used during the opening show in Washington.

 A small catalogue of all Swiss, FL and UN stamps and postmarks with a 'space' theme
was issued at the WERABA exhibition recently. In German at SFr.3.-

 The Swiss Postmark Society (SVP), in conjunction with the PTT, will issue the new
"Local Publicity Datestamp Catalogue" („K‟ cancels) early in 1977. A year later the
"Machine Cancellation Catalogue" will follow. Both loose-leaf A4 ring books, fully
illustrated, with dates of use and a point system indicating rarity, and so the price. As
these catalogues will be supported by "The Fund for Furthering Philately" direct prices
are not allowed.
If any Helvetia Members have noticed any errors in the present PTT catalogue, or have
any suggestions to make for the new issue, please write to me about it.

 The recently issued pair of 'Europa' stamps is remarkable in at least two ways. Firstly,
the 40c has old paper with violet fibres, but the 80c has new paper without fibres;
secondly, they are marvels of only three-colour recess printing, particularly the 80c. The
best effort of the PTT printing department yet.

 The 'Neue Zürcher Zeitung" (NZZ), which seldom has a good word for the PTT, has
voiced its disapproval of the coming 1976 Pro Patria 'Castles'. Such a popular subject
deserves a better stamp design. I‟m afraid that I agree.

 A high-quality catalogue on UN stamps, postmarks and coins has appeared in its 6th
Edition "United Nations Philatelic Numismatic Catalogue & Handbook” by Wollf Hanke,
published (in English) by Lindner. 632 pages and very detailed, a must for UN collectors.

 The answer to Question No.47 is: that the so-called 'Winterthur' was issued imperforate,
but the border design has led many to think that it had teeth!
Perhaps the earliest metric measurement accepted in Anglo-Saxon countries was the
number of teeth per two centimetres, adopted without discussion more than one hundred
years ago.

 Question No.48 is: Which Swiss stamp shows two dogs?
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Did You Know?
 June 1976
 The PTT has shelved its plans for centralising all its Giro activities in one big computer in
Fribourg. The present 25 regional offices will be concentrated into 6 or so centres only,
as the danger of a single catastrophe, technical breakdown or sabotage, is too big a risk
to take.

 According to a very short note in a daily newspaper the PTT has the largest fully
automatic network of pneumatic post tubes in the world. With a total length of 93 km.,
banks and other large customers (182) in 7 cities are served, i.e. interconnected and
connected to the main post office. No stamps or postmarks are used.
The system I saw in Zürich some years ago was delivered by Siemens.

 A useful 60 page booklet in English by Herbert Conway "25 Years of UN Philately" has
appeared at SFr.6.50 from UN Postal Administration, Geneva.

 At the recent GABRA one had to queue up to say "Hello" to ubiquitous Felix Ganz. His,
and the other US exhibits, were exceptionally interesting.

 The new 30c definitive (Z.527) has now been joined by the 25c (Z.526) and 40c (Z.528)
in coils of 2000 stamps, made up from sheets and as is usual for this style, without
numbers on the back.

 An up-dated numerical list of all PLZ numbers, (PTT 310.05), was issued in January this
year. A new edition of the alphabetical list was issued last year (PTT 310.02). Both are
available free from any Postal District H.Q. Postcode lists from all countries, except GB,
also available.

 A little booklet has appeared "Die Geschichte des Postamtes Balzers" by Alfons Kramer
(in German). Obtainable from Zumstein, Bern.

 The official FDC for the SFr.1.10 stamp issued in February of this year showed the
original Basel Dove letter-box, twelve of which were erected in the town a few years
before the stamp appeared, also designed by Melchior Berri. Three are still in use.
 The answer to Question No.48 is the 80c, 'Europa' stamp issued in 1976. A dog is shown
in each of the upper and lower panels.

 Question No.49 concerns a European political party whose emblem is shown on three
Swiss stamps (basic versions) one before their founding, and two after. Which party and
which stamps?
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Did You Know?
 July 1976
 The SBB has found it necessary, as a consequence of their new computerized bookkeeping system, to add a prefix and a suffix digit to their existing four-figure station
numbers. Several months ago the first amended station rubber stamps appeared, which
of course are used to cancel out-of-hours (PTT office) mail as well as the various railway
documents.
If all station rubber stamps are recalled, then a lot of
old interesting cancellations will disappear, but I
hope that these will be kept by station-masters for
cancelling the 'unimportant' mail!

 The Philex-Verlag in Germany publishes one-country simple catalogues in full colour.
Switzerland/Liechtenstein at SFr.4.50 and UN New York/ Geneva at SFr.3.50.~

 In the May/June issue of the PTT Revue, a two-page illustrated article gives more
information on the pneumatic tube postal systems (See also the June 1976 issue of the
Newsletter). The first were installed in 1912, but only in 1926 were non-PTT customers
served, mainly for telegrams.
Geneva now has the most extensive network, 28 km for 25 stations, which include all UN
Offices, and the airport as well as the main post offices. This is a 65 mm dia. System.
However, following successful trials in Montreux with 100 mm diameter tubes, the 60 km.
system in Basel (due to be in fully operational in 1980) will also use this larger size.

 According to a 'Consumer Report', the PTT is taking too long to collect and deliver mail,
i.e. 20% takes more than 24 hours, and 16% of Express letters don't go faster, in fact
some take longer than normal letters.

 No-one can understand why the PTT was not present at the recent 'INTERPHIL' (FL
was) in Philadelphia, although they were represented at Paris, Madrid and Vienna last
year, and will be at the 'ITALIA '76' in Milan in October.

 The answer to Question No.49 is: the Italian Fascist Party, founded in 1919, whose
emblem was the 'Fasces' or bundle of rods carried by the Roman Lictors to symbolize
their collective might. This emblem was used in the design of the SFr.3 stamp of 1914
(Z.129/142) as an Art Noveau decoration only, but in 1925 and
 1950 it represented the arms of the city and Canton of St. Gallen (PJ Z.33 & Z.344).

 Question No.50 is about the sheet of 25 stamps printed during the last war in three
languages. How many different se-tenant blocks of four are there, and how many sheets
would one need to buy?
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Did You Know?
 August 1976
 A lot of nonsense has been written in the SBZ and other magazines about the dangers of
using "plastics" in philately. There are far too many types of synthetic translucent
material available which are used in a dozen different ways, for any sort of safety rules to
be made.
Many more stamps are damaged by 'rust' as the result of humidity and lack of fresh air,
than by the necessary softeners used in many plastics. The risk is low when compared
to the convenience of modern methods of storing and displaying stamps, FDCs, etc.

 The usual PTT parcel 'PP‟ labels and privately printedon 'PP' marks are now sometimes augmented by a large
'G' (see illustrations).

This means
"Grossauftraggeber", i.e.
major customer, who since 1.1.1976 can apply for special
discount rates.

 The PTT seems to like a joke each year; last year it was the hot airship, that didn't fly on
time, this year it‟s a four-horse eight-seat postal coach, which is making a tour through
French-speaking Cantons for Radio Suisse Romande.
From 1.8.1976 to 11.9.1976 it will make 35 stop-overs, and at each one the normal town
cds will be applied, together with a special cachet.
If the weak PTT cover is used this means an outlay of SFr.28, as only addressed letters
at letter rates are accepted, and the postmark collector can order either the first stop
only, or all 35 stops. Poor joke.

 In 1925, philatelic services contributed only 0.87% towards the finances of Liechtenstein.
In 1975 this had risen to 3.1% with a total of Fr.7.2m.

 The postal museum in Vaduz, opened in 1930, has recently been renovated. Not only
are all FL stamps shown in chronological order but also thematically grouped, together
with essays and other items of historical interest. Located in the Englӓnder-haus",
together with the Tourist Office, it is a worthwhile show for all FL collectors.

 A not-so-well-known charity, the Pestalozzi Foundation, uses philately to collect money
to help the education of mainly under-privileged children, mainly by means of balloon
flights. SFr.50,000 was collected by this method last year.

 Question No.51 concerns a stamp issued 125 years ago in Switzerland. What was the
name given to it, inexplicably, as it could never have been used there or even sent there
postally?
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Did You Know?
 September 1976
 On Monday 9th August 1976, the PTT installed four electronic “stamp” vending machines
(see illustration) Each of the four places is identified as follows:
Zürich 23 Hauptbahnhof = A1
Berne 1 Schanzenpost = A2
Grindelwald = A3 (mountain climate)
Geneva 1 Main PO = A4
Any Swiss coin, or combination, is accepted to produce
gummed phosphorescent labels valued at 5c to
Fr,99.95.

 In the village of Zillis, on the popular Alpine route from Chur to Bellinzona, there is now a
small museum for the area. Of postal interest are two items; the last postal horse-drawn
coach used on the Splügen Pass to Italy; and the last postal horse- drawn sleigh in the
Avers Valley.
Also displayed are documents related to the famous ceiling paintings from St. Martin‟s
church at Zillis. As a result of increased interest, due mainly to the Pro Patria stamps
(Z.124-127, 129-132 and 134-137) the church has now been able to buy an organ.

 The PTT in again in trouble with its Italian grammar, following several changed slogans,
in that the 40c 'Ieprosy' stamp of February 1976 commemorating the “Swiss Civil
Servants' Fund to Help Lepers” reads in the Italian version "Swiss Civil Servants' Fund to
help their lepers”!

 A point I missed when the new 1976 postal rates etc. were published last year, was that
the Swiss official aerogrammes (withdrawn) could no longer be used at even the new
rate of SFr.1 to all countries because they did not conform to the 1976 UPU decision that
all sides must be sealed. However, they can still be used at the normal airmail rates. Five
firms are allowed to print private aerogrammes to-day.

 The answer to Question No.51 is the 'so-called' Neuenburg, issued in August 1851 for
use inside Geneva only. The reason behind this special issue and the complications of
changing over from the French to the new Swiss Federal monetary system are dealt with
in detail by M. Hertsch in an article in the BBZ (7/8) of 1976.

 Question No.52 concerns the still valid stamp showing the unlikely scene of a Swiss
soldier casting his vote wearing his steel helmet. Which stamp is it?
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Did You Know?
 October 1976
 Zumstein has decided to give catalogue status to the new vending-machine labels
(shown here last month) but under a separate section, by type only, not impressed value.
Standing order customers have apparently received their mint or FDC items from
Zumstein. Not all dealers agree with this major decision, neither does the PTT. I think it
is correct as these labels fulfil the definition of a postage stamp: "A receipt for payment of
a postal service".

 The three „Rubens‟ stamps issued by Liechtenstein on 9th September 1976, have caused
the biggest 'run' for decades. Sold out days before the 9th. How much was due to
genuine interest from Holland, thematic collectors, etc., or due to market manipulation by
speculators, is difficult to judge.
The new craze of collecting smaller complete sheets certainly pushed the price way up.
Don't pay high prices. The result is that the FL Post has now decided to withdraw the
advance sale of stamps ahead of the first-day, but FDCs will still be accepted two days
after the first-day.

 Now the UN Philatelic Bureau has also had to announce that the two stamps for „25
Years of UN Stamps‟ (8.10.1976) also issued in small sheets of 20 each, were sold out
before date of issue! As there is little interest from thematic collectors, I guess that the
other reason is the right one.

 The new 1977 Zumstein catalogues for Switzerland has a useful addition: A
chronological list of all their numbers with the equivalents from Michel, Gibbons, Scott
and Yvert. Most useful.

 In addition to the German Borek catalogue of CH, FL & UN, in full colour at SFr.6, there
has now appeared a new Swiss catalogue in full colour at SFr.9.80. Neither have much
text.

 Question No.52 is answered by the 1938 Fr.10 (Z.218). Not only one steel-helmeted
soldier is strange (one can understand the political symbolism of those times), but there
are no women voting: or even taking part in any of the three pictures. An HPS member
has drawn my attention to a little known fact that the 1955 issue loses its picture-side
light-beige tone when washed. Checking through some unwashed stamps of pre-1955, it
looks to me that these are the same. Has anyone else seen this effect?

 Question No.53 is: Which other Swiss stamps show a steel-helmeted Swiss soldier of
this century?
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Did You Know?
 November 1976
 In 1977 a new definitive series will begin using the subject of 'Folk Customs', which was
the winning idea from the competition run by the PTT in 1970. This is only four years
after the present series appeared, so I think the reason is that as Hugo Wetli died a year
or so ago they cannot add the additional values needed to-day. This leaves no
alternative to starting a new design, by a new artist. This also means none of these Wetli
definitives will appear in booklets I guess.

 A „new‟ booklet has appeared in salmon instead of the green used so far this year, after
the new 40c postal rate came into being. However, both are using up old stocks of
covers, in that the old list of contents is overprinted as follows:
2 x 10c. 8 x 20c. 8 x 40c.

 For the 1st August National Fete special cancellation used in Zürich this year (the famous
Ganymede boy on the lake front), a small error occurred in the Philatelic Bureau in
Zürich where all posted-in items are cancelled (items handed in at the Mobile PO are
cancelled immediately). Instead of using the 'Zürich' registered labels, which line up with
the PO shown on the cds, MPO R-labels were used in error, thus breaking the rule
introduced on 19.4.1967.

 The PTT Rechenzentrum recently celebrated its 50th birthday. This computer centre,
one of the first in Europe, was the first postal administration to use punched cards for
giro transactions in 1952. At that time they were in Zürich, from 1947 to 1967, otherwise
they have been in Bern.
The various cancellations used by their machines have always been rare, and a favourite
trick is not to pay one's telephone account. This causes the computer to send a special
letter, plus a 1 Fr. fine, but a nicely cancelled cover is used. To-day they are more cooperative, and philatelic wishes are usually met, not least by the new machines.

 Question No.50 was either too easy or too difficult. The correct answer is nine blocks
from a minimum of three sheets. Usually these stamps are collected in strips of three,
but occasionally a block of four is found and it is useful to know that some are more
common than others.

 The answer to Question No.53 is the 20c of 1964 (Z.408). The shape of the helmet has
now been changed from one designed by an artist to a shape more suitable for to-day's
military problems.

 Question No.54 concerns the Zürich artist Max Hunziker, who died recently. His first four
„Signs of the Zodiac‟ have just appeared on the latest Liechtenstein stamps and one can
assume that the complete set of twelve are ready for printing in 1977 and probably the
last in 1978, Which Swiss stamp uses one of his works?
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Did You Know?
 December 1976
 Following the issue of the new 'automatic' labels on 9.8.1976, I contacted the makers,
FRAMA AG of Lauperswil BE (one of the three largest franking machine firms in
Switzerland) and learnt, among a host of things, that they have also supplied the PTT
with two other experimental machines, for use by clerks at parcel counters at Zürich 1
Sihlpost and Fribourg 1, and issue a gummed label on white paper 72x32mm., having
the same printing head as the public coin-operated machines and also for any amount
up to SFr.99.95.
They have been in use continuously since
January 1976 and although discovered by
a few collectors there has been no mention
anywhere in print, until now! The amount
needed for a parcel is punched onto the
keys of an adding machine-like keyboard,
the customer pays in cash and the label is
stuck onto the parcel. As the place and
date are already printed on the label no
cancellation is needed. The number at the bottom shows first the Postal District No. VIII
for Zürich and II for Fribourg, the figure 1 after the stroke is used to identify each
individual machine within that district.
I have asked Zumstein if they are going to list them as 'pre-cancels'.

 Two 'illegal' cancellations of Swiss stamps have come to light. They were in use during
the two international exhibitions held recently, i.e. Hafnia, and in Milan. Neither were
mentioned in the official PTA bulletin. PEN will not list them.

 The seven-member Federal Council can now change postal rates without the timeconsuming parliamentary and initiative procedures.

 The PTT were forced to reveal their 1977 programme earlier than usual due to a broken
promise whereby one newspaper got hold of the list too soon.

 The next Regiophil will be held in 1977 at Lugano and then in 1980 at the charming
medieval town of Zofingen.

 The answer to Question No.54 is that Max Hunziker's picture was used for the Pro Patria
50c of 1970 (Z.149). His style is quite unmistakable.

 Question No.55 is: How many Swiss stamps show a sport?
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Did You Know?
 January 1977
 Zumstein will not catalogue the new parcel label I mentioned last month. They consider
them to be franking labels to be put on letters anywhere, as they are already cancelled
with date and place of issue. I can only concur, but an interesting item to have. The
minimum value would be SFr.1 for a parcel under 1 kilo.

 The definition of a parcel inside Switzerland is if the weight is over 250 g., below that
weight it is a letter at the standard rate of 40c. If a letter exceeds B5 in size, 250 x 175
mm. or is thicker than 2 mm. the price is 70c.

 I got the definitive version of the 1976 booklet just after Christmas. It is green with the
Zumstein advert on the back cover in the same way as the previous salmon coloured
version.

 Only Pro Juventute booklets can be put on a standing order from the Philatelic Bureau in
Bern.

 Two series of each stamp issue is the minimum one can put on a standing order from
Bern, but for this one gets a very nice New Year card, which always contains a real
stamp, cancelled in Bern. This year it was the wonderful 80c 'Europa', with matching
design on the cover.

 For those with spare multiples of SFr.175.- lying around there was a unique chance
recently to get rid of them. The firm Philmail, which specialises in such things, produced
a very special FDC on 4.10.1976, the day when the first of the new series of Swiss
banknotes appeared.
The note was for SFr.100 and carries the picture of the Swiss-Italian architect Borromini.
Onto such notes a 50c stamp of 1969 (Z.473) showing the same picture of Borromini
was stuck and then cancelled on the 4th. The limited edition was apparently sold out
within ten days. At least we will always be worth SFr.100!

 Apparently at recent auctions (with record sales) and at bourses, the number of
foreigners was large, especially from the UK and USA, indicating that many consider
stamps a very good investment in those countries with high rates of inflation. Swiss
inflation is now less than 1% per year.

 I find there are 26 Swiss stamps illustrating sports (Question No.55). From the Specials
12; Air 3; PJ 3; PP 6; Premiums 2. Note that alphorn blowing is classed under music, not
sport!

 Question No.56 concerns the special cancellation shown on page 87 of the 'News
Letter'. Compare this carefully with the stamp (Z.520) to find an interesting error.

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 1

Did You Know?
 February 1977
 The special cancellation used at the small, but comprehensive exhibition held in the Glatt
Shopping Centre to commemorate 25 years of the Swiss Thematic Club, showed a very
famous Zürcher, Johann Jakob Scheuchzer, born 2.8.1672 (the house is still standing)
and died on 23.6.1733, having held many important civic duties.
He was one of those great 18th century all-round geniuses, scientist, geologist, botanist,
historian and doctor. He was the first to measure the height of the main Swiss peaks
(one near the Finsteraarhorn has been named after him) and was one of the first to study
fossils.
His contacts with England were close. Sir Isaac Newton helped in the publication of
some of his main works, and his youngest son studied, and died, in London.

 Many youngsters will buy the new set of special stamps, showing the JUPHILEX
balloons, and be confronted with one of the strangest dilemmas ever presented by the
PTT. On the one hand the 20c stamp for the Blue Cross (the teetotallers symbol) and on
the other, the 40c, with Bachus, patron of the wine-growers festival in Vevey!

 An empty envelope must be franked at the letter rate to go through the mails, but with a
piece of newspaper inside it can go at the printed paper rate at half the cost!

 I discovered again an old PTT rule that states that an envelope may be sent with some
of the postage on the back (i.e. tolerated), but a postcard must have the full postage on
the same side as the address in order to go through the mails. Possibly this is one of the
reasons why maximum cards have never caught on in Switzerland.

 Counters are appearing at various popular places which will sell the full range of all
current Swiss stamps, mint and cto in sets. Only the stamps of the UN offices are sold
„used‟ only. For many years there have been such counters at Zürich 58 Flughafen, and
the transit lounge, as well as at Geneva airport.
Now new ones are at Aarau Main PO, Chur, Neuenburg, Glattzentrum and Zürich 23
Main Station at least. The one in Winterthur appeared unannounced for a short time.

 The answer to Question No.56 will not please Australians. The 'designer' of the cds die
was so busy copying the dish aerial of the 15c Leuk stamp that he didn't notice he had
attached Australia - part of the world map background - to the made-in-Japan equipment!

 Question No.57 concerns Swiss airmail stamps. Which pair of stamps, having the same
picture, had to be replaced because of public disapproval of the design?
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Did You Know?
 March 1977
 The new edition of the 'K' postmarks catalogue will be issued in April by the Swiss
Postmark Society, with the assistance of the PTT and the Fund for Furthering Philately.
In 1978 this Club will issue the 'Handbook of Swiss Slogan Cancellations', also with all
items illustrated and priced (i.e. a scarcity rating is given).
The name of this Club was changed a few years ago from the 'Swiss Machine
Cancellation Society' to the present form, to include all types of postmarks. The
abbreviation of the name in German is „EL‟ which is more convenient.

 In the February issue of the BBZ, Mr. Katcher is congratulated on his part in the
discovery of a further tête-bêche pair of the „Large Numeral‟ issue of 1882. All known
pairs of the 5 & 15c were illustrated in this article by Max Hertsch.

 On the 11th March the UN Office in Geneva issued a single 80c stamp showing the new
building of the 14th sub-office of the UN, the WIPO (World Organisation for Intellectual
Property).
Started in 1974 this looks after patents and copyrights.

 In the latest supplement to the PEN Cancellations Catalogue (Sfr.7.80 including foreign
postage) all 35 of the rather boring cancellations collected by the "Faites Diligence' last
August and September are priced, and mentioned if a regular datestamp or publicity cds
was used. One error of date used for some of the Martigny covers is mentioned, but not
the error by the PTT which sent to its standing order subscribers the first place, Bonfol,
cancelled 2nd August instead of 1st August. This they corrected later with an instruction
that the incorrect covers be destroyed.

 The answer to Question No.57 is the pair of Air Stamps issued in 1923, the 35 & 40c
definitives (Z.6/7). These stamps by Karl Bickel were withdrawn after a great deal of
public criticism, and replaced in 1929 by another 'Flying Letter' (Z.14/15). We can be
thankful the young Bickel was not put off for ever, after the apparent failure of his first
efforts at designing stamps.

 Question No.58 concerns First Day cancellations. When was the first one used in Bern,
for how long, and in which language?
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Did You Know?
 April 1977
 The special Mittelholzer Commemoration flight covers have not yet been back-stamped
in Nairobi, all others having come back in dribs and drabs. Apparently a PTT man will
have to travel there to do the job in the end!
The plane shown on the cachet used for the 1st Mittelholzer Africa flight in 1926 (see
February 1977 issue of the Newsletter) is not of the actual Dornier Mercury used, but of
the Junkers A20 he used for the previous trips to Spitsbergen and Persia. Perhaps this
plane was being considered for the flight when the cachet was engraved.

 On 2nd May it will be 30 years since the first Atlantic crossing by Swissair from Geneva
to Washington (New York was closed due to bad weather). Specialists can note that the
DC4 shown on the special stamp (Z.42) has the registration HN-ILA, but it was actually
HN-ILI which made the pioneer flight!

 All the Wetli „Landscapes‟ have now appeared in coils of 1000, except the 15c which has
sold out (25c. 2000 for Omega Watch Factory), made up by hand from counter sheets,
unnumbered on reverse, with every 10th stamp having a selvedge join, and ends of plain
perforated paper.
Because of the rarity of these „ends‟ coil collectors are taking advantage of the PTT offer
to make up any value into coils if at least five rolls are ordered. So the 5, 10c, 35, 50 and
60c values are now 'on sale', but not from the PTT, unless you order 5 x 1000!

 At the 1971 NABA in Basel, there was a special PTT exhibition on the Gotthard postal
route across Switzerland. A separate printing from the catalogue was later obtainable on
this fascinating exhibition. No doubt as a result of its success, Arthur Wyss, curator of the
PTT Museum, has now expanded the whole story into a larger than A4 size, 270 page
book entitled “St. Gotthard - Via Helvetica". With about 300 illustrations, 50 in colour, it
seems an excellent buy for a club library. Text in German, French, Italian or English.

 The special PTT cover for the „JUPHILEX' held in Bern from 7-14 April also uses
balloons as motif, as the 80c stamp, designed by 15 year old Daniel Froidevaux of St.
Blaine. The special cancel is an adaptation of the stamp design that came third.

 The answer to Question No.58 was 1948, in the three languages separately, but these
cancellers were used only
for Pro Patria and Pro
Juventute issues of 1948. In
1949 the design was
changed to exclude the
cords of the post-horns.
(See illustrations).

 Question No.59 is: following the special cancellation used at Birrlupfig on 17.2.1977 to
commemorate 150 years since the death of Pestalozzi, which Swiss stamps show him?
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Did You Know?
 May 1977
 The PTT has broken even for the first time since 1971, thanks mainly to the small rise
(1%) in costs in Switzerland, Letter post was down by 1.6%, parcels also down by 1.9%,
but the increased postal rates of January 1976 brought in the cash.

 The Swiss Transport Museum in Luzern has done well out of the Mittelholzer
Commemorative Flight to Africa; nearly 600,000 covers at Fr.3.- each (over 3 tons!).
The special flight 20 years ago took only 12,000 covers, and the original 400. The plane
used for the 1976 flight was a DC-6B of Balair HB-IBS, and nearly all the passengers
paid for their 17 day trip.

 The fourth part of the "Stempelwerk" has been promised for distribution at the
'LEMANEX' to be held at Lausanne from 26 May to 4 June 1978.

 The "Publicity Date-stamps of Switzerland” has now been issued. The price is now down
to £4.40, as the weight is just below the critical threshold of 1 kg.

 In an article in the May issue of „Philatelica', Rene Amrein announces the discovery of
several examples of the first Swiss coil stamps, identified by the mis-cut of the red 10c
(Z.61B) in particular. The example shown is dated 9.V.02 Genève Exp.Let.
It is known that experimental German "Sielaff" machines were in operation in Bern and
Geneva at this time. In 1910, 24 machines were then installed. The stamp coils were
made up from sheets.

 The UN Postal Administration has issued a very complete list of all stamps they have
issued in the first 25 years, from 1951 to 1976.

 The Phila-Verlag, 9490 Vaduz will publish a special issue of their "Liechtensteiner
Briefmarkenkatalog und Handbuch", containing not only all the stamps from 1912 to
1977, but also all the special articles which were in the various previous annuals. Limited
edition so order early.

 The answer to Question No.59: stamps showing Pestalozzi are PJ 1927, 20 and 30c.
1946 10c with BIE overprint in red, 1958 UN BIE officials - monument in Yverdon, and
again in 1960; also various special & machine cancels - quite a nice collection.

 Question No.60. Held over for lack of space.
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Did You Know?
 June 1977
 More than 1000 copies of the new 'K' Handbook were delivered by the end of May,
including the 'free' copy sent to each affiliated Club for their Library, which is a condition
laid down by the Fund for Furthering Philately when they support any publication.

 During the 'Regiophil‟, held in Lugano from 17-19 June, Marken Müller held one of their
auctions, offering especially cancellations from Ticino & Graubünden.

 The 'Regiophil' organiser provided no less than ten special covers for use by different
sections during the show. Each had the same enlargement of the current 5c definitive in
a different colour. This stamp shows the Sottoceneri, i.e. the area of Lugano.
The Hungarians issued a special stamp to be sold only at their stand during the
exhibition!

 The next event will be the 'Day of the Stamp', to be held in St. Imier on 3-4 Dec. The
town is in the French-speaking part of Canton Bern, but will not become part of the new
canton of Jura (which is still in the throes of constitutional tangles).

 For 'LEMANEX' to be held in Lausanne next year, Zumstein will bring out a new edition
of their Special Catalogue. It‟s rumoured that the prices for the 'standard' errors will jump.

 The Fortress of Sargans, shown on this year's Pro Patria 70c stamp, houses a combined
restaurant and museum, so one has the chance of having a good meal (at a very
reasonable price) in a unique atmosphere. The official Pro Patria FDC shows a goose (=
gans), the coat-of-arms of Sargans, and combines well with publicity cds No. K.586.

 The PTT has started to put the first of the three new parcel-handling centres into
operation, at Dӓniken just west of Aarau. The re-organisation has affected the post
carried by the private railways of the Aarau-Menziken-Wynentalerbahn, in that it will now be transported by road.
To celebrate this sad event a special cover has been issued,
cancelled with the last day of operation. The post-wagon, in use
since 29.7.1966, will be repainted and used by the Rhӓtische
Bahn.

 Question No.60 is: On the 4th April the second new banknote was issued showing
Albrecht von Haller. Luckily the two stamps with his portrait are no longer valid, so no
'maximum' first-day banknotes could be made. Which are these two stamps?
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Did You Know?
 July 1977
 Hans Gaudard has just died, having been pensioned from the PTT Stamp Dept. in 1966,
following 33 years of outstanding service to Swiss philately. As a trained typographer
and hobby artist he had unique knowledge which he used to introduce photogravure and
to utilize the genius of his friend Karl Bickel to raise the standard of Swiss stamps into
world class. His various publications helped to introduce thousands to an appreciation of
stamp production.

 Felix Ganz and Robert Hürlimann are making a last appeal for any new information on
Swiss perfins, as they expect to publish their new Handbook late this year.

 On 7th July a remarkable date is possible -7.-7.77--7 on Swiss stamps and covers.
Previously „6‟ was too early in the morning and the months were
in Roman figures. Five 8s and five 9s will be possible, if we still
have postmarks then!
Recently I found a cover with 12.XII.12-12 on it, so it is an
on-going game.

 The pictorial cancel, with its slogan of 'Midst healthy forests' fits the recent 20c stamp
commemorating 100 years of forest conservation in Switzerland. Nobody may cut a tree
down, even his own, unless he plants at least one in compensation.

 I have found two articles in German in the PTT house magazine which should interest all
postmark collectors. The first, published in 1946 deals with the development of machine
cancellations in Switzerland from the time of the first experimental machine of 1911 to
the immediate post-war period. 8 pages plus pages of illustrations. The author, Eduard
Greminger, was the PTT side of the team which produced the first catalogue of Swiss
slogans in 1950.
The other article, also by E. Greminger, was published in 1949 and deals with the
different types of Swiss cancellations. A copy of this (16 pages with numerous
illustrations) is in the HPS library, and a copy of the former will be soon.

 The answer to Question No.60 is about the SFr.500 banknote newly issued on 4.4.1977,
showing Albrecht von Haller, naturalist, doctor, poet etc., (like Scheuchzer). He is shown
twice on Pro Juventute stamps in 1934 and 1958. He lived from 1708 to 1777.

 Question No.61 concerns the view on one of this year's Europa stamps which was used
for a previous Swiss stamp. Which one?
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Did You Know?
 August 1977
 During the recent „Regiophil‟ in Lugano there was also an international Philatelic
Literature Fair, the Catalogue of which has now been issued. Articles cover the Literature
scene in most countries, including USA but excluding the UK. However, the main list of
publications and organisations, with addresses, is invaluable.

 The PTT have announced that the 1978 Pro Patria stamps will again show castles, and
that the Pro Juventute will start a new series of „coats-of-arms‟ of various towns and
villages whereby the language, culture and heraldic value will play the major role, and
not size. This series could last for several hundred years! The size of the stamps will be
large, so as not to confuse with the old series of cantonal coats-of-arms.

 A block showing Ships on Swiss Lakes will be issued on 4th March at a price of SFr.5 to
support the „LEMANEX‟.

 Every post office in Switzerland was inundated on 7.7.77 with requests for postmarks, I
don't know how much profit the PTT made, but the German PTT has estimated half a
million DM on this day at 7777 Salem and 777 Ueberlingen on the Lake of Constance.

 A Swiss Soldier Stamp Handbook and Catalogue will be issued later this year, in
German. If the background information comes up to expectations it will be excellent.
More details as soon as possible.

 In the Fafleralp Hotel, at the head of the Lötschental, I found that the letter-box in the
foyer is one of the old PTT types, and still painted dark green, Yellow was introduced in
the early 1930's I believe, and gradually the dark green was replaced.

 On the day of issue of the two new UN postcards, 27.6.1977, the two previous cards (30
+ 10c stamp, 30 + 40c stamp) were withdrawn from sale, i.e. overlapping.

 There are three answers to Question No. 61, i.e. Pro Patria 40c of 1954, the Air Fr.2.- of
1941, and most interestingly the Pro Juventute 5c of 1931. This stamp showed,
according to the catalogue for more than 40 years, "the lakes of St. Moritz and
Silvaplana". Then an observant collector identified a view looking southwest, showing the
lake of Silvaplana in the foreground and the lake of Sils in the background, with the
young Inn river between them, as shown in detail on the recent Europa 80c stamp. The
catalogues were corrected a few years ago.

 Question No.62 is: Which Swiss stamp shows the same coat-ofarms as shown on the Rütli cancellation used on 1 August 1977 see illustration.
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Did You Know?
 September 1977
 In Sursee during the annual „Gansabhauet‟ on 11 November (see description of the 35c
stamp in last month's Newsletter) the goose is definitely dead before the performance
starts. The Swiss SPCA would not allow anything else in any case.

 The Fr.3 “Matthew" stamp is likely to be replaced in 1979 by a smaller sized stamp of the
„Architecture‟ series, so that this will be continuous up to Fr.3.50.

 Guido Nobel, General Director of the Post Dept. has recently stated that "Philatelic
Sales" bring in about SFr.20 million annually, i.e. about a £ per man, woman and child in
Switzerland. Further, that of the 782 m. stamps printed in 1976 no less than 363 m. were
for 40c letter.

 France issued a single stamp on 25th June for FFr.1.50, commemorating the battle of
Nancy in 1477, which was a continuation of the battles of Grandson and Murten.
The Swiss, or rather Cantonal troops, are represented on this new stamp by the banner
of Bern, if you look carefully.

 On 1st September, all the Swiss catalogues appeared. I find that the Müller is particularly
interesting as all the first-day cancellations are shown next to the appropriate stamps.
German only, but with French and English introduction and chapter headings. Zumstein
numbers also given next to their own. The older issues are covered in more detail than in
the small Zumstein. Sfr.8.- from Marken Müller AG.

 All Wetli Swiss definitives have now appeared in made up rolls. The only way to 'prove'
they have been made up by the PTT is the roll end and beginning of unprinted stamp
paper, with hand-written date at beginning.
As each counter sheet has five horizontal rows of ten stamps each, the minimum
quantity in five rolls of 1000 stamps each is 20 sheets. After removing the selvedge,
except a narrow strip on one side, the sheets are hand-joined together in a long band.
This is put into the special machine for splitting into five separate rolls. At the same time
the numbering of each 5th stamp can be done.

 Since April 197 the 50c definitive of Liechtenstein has been available in rolls of 1000,
made up from sheets by hand, therefore unnumbered. One machine in use, the few
others still dispense similarly made up 10 and 20c stamps, i.e. two 10c for 20c, whereby
every 5th pair will have a join.

 The answer to Question No.62 is: the 5c Pro Juventute of 1930 showing the arms of
Fribourg without the eagle. See description in last month's Newsletter.

 Question No.63 is: Which of the new definitives possibly could not be accepted by a
certain group of countries? Why and by whom?
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Did You Know?
 October 1977
 The PTT have now published their report on 'plastics' in the September issue of SBZ
(see my previous remarks in the August 1976 & January 1977 issues of the Newsletter).
The main weight of the article was on the reddish tingeing of envelopes with an internal
grey overprint. This is caused by a complicated chemical reaction with the solvent of soft
PVC only. Therefore, they recommend that philatelists should use only the so-called
"hard PVC" - "solvent-free" or also "photo-proof" better quality, indicated by a light fold
not being removable.
What to do with the ruined covers or slogan cut-outs? Again PTT tests have proved that
soaking in lead-free "pure" petrol (which does not affect gum at all) and letting them dry
in air, will remove all signs of staining. Thank heavens!
Apparently no other plastics or their solvents have this effect. The PTT is to be
congratulated on their research, initiated by complaints by Philatelic Service customers.
It takes 3-4 years for the effect to be noticeable.

 The "Circolo Filatelico-Bellinzona" has published a 90-page A4 sized book on "Some
Aspects of the Postal History of the Ticino and Lake Maggiore" by Gino Negrini, in Italian
& German, with many interesting illustrations on ship and mainly air-post subjects. A
copy has been ordered for the HPS Library at SFr.16.50.

 From an article in the NZZ Philatelic corner, it seems that for the first time an interest is
being taken in the printing dates of Swiss stamps. The strip of 10 at the left-hand edge of
each sheet has the Form No.1 - 4, the date, and consecutive sheet number. It seems
this issue has been printed on two different machines. The 20, 40, 70 & 80c have the
date in exactly the same position as the previous Wetli and „Architectural‟ series. The
new 5, 10, 35, 50 and 90c have the date at the other lower end, and the top and bottom
selvedge‟s are wider but tear easier as they have a perforation hole on the edge.

 The answer to Question No.63 is: that the Arab countries might object to the new 70c
stamp (foreign postcard rate) as it carries an inscription in Hebrew! Can someone read
and decipher it?

 Question No.64 is also about the new stamps. How many of them have a title in SwissGerman on them?
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Did You Know?
 November 1977
 The new 'Soldier Stamp Catalogue "Die Soldatenmarken der Schweiz” by H. Sulzer is
actually in two volumes. Vol. I has the text and prices (56 pages of invaluable
background information, 52 pages WWI and 188 pages WWII), while Vol. 2 has the
illustrations of all main types (7 pages WWI, 51 pages WWII), about 24 per page.
The black background is unfortunate, and there is a lack of page number correlation, as
both are alphabetical. The catalogue has been well received, but one dealer has told me
he has had more offers to sell to him than to buy stamps from him, SFr.36 over the
counter, in German only.

 The PTT has just put a neat new Presentation Folder on sale at SFr.10, in German,
French, Italian or English, containing a set of the 11 Wetli definitives and a set of the 9
new „Folklore‟ issue, with a 40c St. Gotthard on the front. All stamps arranged
geographically, plus short notes on Swiss history, languages, culture etc. The folder has
five double sheets, in a plastic case.

 The five-part article that appeared in the BBZ during 1976/7 on "Die Schweizerischen
Bahnpoststempen mit Linienausgabe von Beginn bis heute", will be available as an
extended reprint. A copy has been ordered for the Library. SFr.12.50 from Zumstein,
including postage.

 All the coil stamps with large numeral, issued on 17.9.1970, which I bought in sheets of
50 from the philatelic counters, were printed in March or April of 1970. Now the 20c is out
of stock in sheets, but is certainly still being used in vending machines, and will be for a
time as the PTT state that no new coil stamps (or booklets) will be made from the current
definitives. As the PTT say no more 20c sheets will be available to collectors, I suspect
they have tremendous stocks in hand, in finished rolls.
Sales from vending machines have certainly dropped with the rise in postal rates and
perhaps because of the drop in numbers of foreign workers. A bit of a mystery.

 During a visit, organised by the SVP, to the new PTT parcels sorting centre at Dӓniken,
near Olten, we found that they have their own cancellers, although
this was never published in the PTA, probably because they have
no public counter for normal PO business, only parcel acceptance
for large firms. See illustration.

 The answer to Question No.64 is: three values, 35c, 50c and 90c.
 Question No.65 is: Which two of the nine new definitives do not suggest an area near
one of the eight Philatelic Bureaux, and which Bureau falls out?
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Did You Know?
 December 1977
 In the December issue of the BBZ, Max Hertsch unveiled the sensation of. 1977, the
discovery of a used tête-bêche pair of the 15c yellow „Cross & Numeral‟ (Z.63A),
cancelled Bauma 20.IV.83.

 On the 10th November the stamp label vending machine (A1) in Zürich Main Station was
exchanged for a new model. This has the usual two slots for coins from 50c to Fr.5.-, a
better value display, but four buttons, one as before to get a label for the displayed value,
then three new ones, for 40, 70 and 80c.
This means one can put in say a Fr.5.- piece, then press the 40c button ten times, the
70c once then the first button to get one's 'change' as a 30c label. I expect the others will
also be changed in time. The number of Swiss coins rejected is almost zero. A Belgian
franc was accepted as a 20c piece for a good PTT profit!

 Those collectors of 'K' local publicity cancels had better hurry if they have not yet ordered
a copy of the SVP catalogue-cum-handbook. The 3000 printed will all be sold soon.

 The lovely Pro Juventute roses have a peculiarity not seen before. The tab text all round,
except top, is in one language only, i.e. Latin name of that rose, except the 40c, which
has French text only.
Post offices with names like Rosenberg, Rosental etc., or with a rose in their publicity
cancel or slogan, had a busy time. While Rosental was having new and additional
cancellers made, an emergency cancel was in use.

 I should have found out before that the SBB reissued their railway station map last year.
Now costs SFr.3.

 In the November issue of the BBZ there was an interesting 'find' mentioned. During the
war years some stamp paper was made with half the thickness of the usual paper, but
this reserve stock was used only in 1948 to print 5c (Z.202y) and 20c (Z.215y), têtebêche sheets for booklets, and some BIE 10c (Z.24).
A limited number of pairs can be obtained from Zumstein for Fr.1,200 each, unused.

 The answer to Question No.65 is: the 5c. (Chur might get a Philatelic counter soon, it is
rumoured) and the 90c in Lötschental. The Bureau in Lausanne is the odd man out.

 Question No.66 is: For which years did Switzerland miss issuing a Europa stamp before
the CEPT was founded?
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Did You Know?
 January 1978
 The Swiss Telephone Dept had a very good idea of introducing a scheme, whereby a
telephone conversation could be ‘given’ to a friend - a sort of telephone token.
A form can be obtained at any post office and any amount above SFr.20 paid in to the
recipient's telephone account. At the same time one received a postcard with which to
inform the recipient of the gift. The card, with a forget-me-not picture on the front, is prepaid with the usual PTT impression in red, but this time in letterpress, i.e. very clear.
Not only is this card an official ‘Ganzsachen' but comes in all three languages. Genuinely
used ones will be good to find, especially as the card is rather thin and easily damaged.
Of course the French ones are only to be had in Western Switzerland and Italian ones in
the Canton Ticino, so that is a difficulty.

 Another type of PTT postcard is also being followed with interest. It started with the
'Gansabhauet' in Sursee on 11.11.1977; not only did the PTT provide an attractive
special cancellation, but also a postcard with an exact replica of the 35c stamp on the
front, with space for a block of four and the cancel. But strangely enough there is no
mention of its source, although sold only by the Philatelic Offices.
This was followed by the 'Escalade' 40c in Geneva on 10.12.77, but with the Mobile P.O.
cancel, and on 31.12.77 by the 'Achetringele'
50c Laupen. The two others which could have
been done at this time, i.e. 5 and 20c, will
perhaps come in a year's time. The 80c for the
‘Vogel Gryff’ in Basel on 13th January 1978 is
already announced. A very attractive series,
poorly handled.

 At last it has become law that the Federal Council alone, and not the whole Parliament,
can decide on postal rates and changes.

 PEN has brought out a brochure on all machine cancellations of the UN in Geneva.
Sfr.12-14, in French. Complete, and useful to UN collectors. A5 size, 18 pages.

 The 1977 supplement to the 1973 PEN catalogue of all Swiss special and MPO
cancellations is now available at SFr.11, but he hopes you would prefer to buy a copy of
his new up-to-date 1978 Edition.
PEN also publishes in March a French/German catalogue of all known ‘Aushilfstempel',
about 5000!

 The answer to Question No.66 is: that CEPT was founded in 1959 in Montreux (see
Z.347-350), but for previous years of Europa common issues, Switzerland did not issue
stamps in 1956 and 1958.

 With the great interest in gutter pairs these days, Question No.67 is: In which year did
Switzerland sell to collectors the first inter-space pair, including the large punched hole?
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Did You Know?
 February 1978
 The PTT have explained why it is almost impossible to find un-smeared copies of the
1977 (25th August) 'Culture Protection' 40c used stamp. The stamps were test-varnished
after printing and this impervious layer cannot absorb any of the cancelling ink.
Apparently the test was made to check the effect when used on the forthcoming Pro
Juventute stamps, to prevent the silver (and gold?) printing coming off. We will see.

 A new issue of the PTT postal codes (alphabetical) was issued in November 1977.
 A new cover design for the green SFr.5 stamp booklet had appeared. This uses the
rectangular PTT signet, instead of the old post-horn, and, curiously, is stapled twice. The
contents and rear cover advertisement for Zumstein remain unchanged.

 The popular set of PTT postcards "The Messengers of the 13 Old Cantons" has now
come in a new edition; the cards have a beige background and are varnished. The
packet too is beige and has another picture.

 The UN Geneva failed to inform everyone, including their New York office, that at the
exhibition held last October in Paris they were selling a special new type of souvenir card
for FFr.10. Each had a SFr.3 UN Geneva 'definitive' stuck on and cancelled with their
ordinary date stamp.
Those not sold at the exhibition can now be bought from dealers, the well-informed ones
that is; at a multiple of the original price. One wonders if they realise how much damage
they do to their already shaky reputation by such completely unnecessary tricks.

 Although I’m not in favour of the UN PTT special agency stamps, UIT, UPU etc., as there
is no real postal necessity for them, I must report that the PTT have a few left of a
special version of their red presentation folder, containing only the recently issued
stamps of these five agencies, i.e. 1973-76 at SFr.17.
All stamps of the earlier editions, 1956-60 are still on sale in Bern (except superseded
colours) but not for long, so order if you still need them. CTO also available and is almost
the only way to get used copies.

 The answer to Question No.67 is: 1910 according to Müller.
 Question No.68 is: How many of the stamps just mentioned are available from the
Philatelic Bureau in Bern, and at what face value, both old and new editions?

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 2

Did You Know?
 March 1978
 At the beginning of February 1978, a regional organisation of all philatelic societies
around Zürich held their third annual non-competitive exhibition in the Glatt Shopping
Centre. As usual with such shows one sees a lot of unusual exhibits that contain material
which is not considered in a competitive (but boring) show. More than 60 varied exhibits
in 356 frames, about half thematic. Bourse at the weekend too. Good publicity for the
clubs taking part.

 At the above show I saw, in a very good Pro Juventute collection, a nice forged cancel
on a 1912 vignette, in that a cancel had been used which could not have existed in 1912,
i.e. postal district number in the lower segment was in roman numerals. This system
started in 1915 at the earliest. Most places received either a new canceller or had their
old one modified during the 1920’s. Some places never!

 One of the difficulties of publishing information on postmarks is that one inadvertently
helps the forgers to select the correct type when they turn a cheap mint stamp into an
expensive 'used' one - from SFr.5 to SFr.175 in the case of the PJ mentioned above.
That is also why the PTT does not allow the reproduction of postmarks (or stamps) within
30% of the correct size. The forger might get the type right, but not the exact
diameter, thus revealing the forgery to the expert.

 For the first time since 1961 (Europa issue, 18.9.61) a French 'Jour
d'emission' is being used for the special issues of 9.3.1978, instead
of the usual 'Ausgabetag' of Bern, because of the LEMANEX being
held in Lausanne this year.
(See illustration - note, no stops).

 At the last moment the SVP persuaded the PTT to issue the four LEMANEX slogan
cancellations (one per language) on the day of issue of the stamps on 9th March, instead
of the planned 15th.

 The answer to Question No.68 is: .42 old stamps (7 per agency) at a set price of
SFr.22.50 and 20 new stamps (4 per agency, except BIE) at SFr.14.20.
Note that the old ones are all the same values per agency, but new ones have slightly
different nominal values.

 Question No.69 refers to the LEMANEX block: which other Swiss stamps show
something of the lake steamers?
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Did You Know?
 April 1978
 On the 11th March the SVP had a Club Auction of about 170 postmark items and very
high prices were achieved for 'K' cancels; the highest was for K.259 Riffelalp, catalogued
at SFr.250. A cover fetched no less than SFr.505. This post office above Zermatt was
burnt down early in May 1961, together with the hotel buildings in which it was situated.
As the publicity cancel had been in use only since the previous 1st September, not many
cancels exist on letter. It is less rare on PTT sheetlet (catalogued SFr.150), because of
the standing orders for these with the PTT.

 In November 1977 Monaco issued a stamp commemorating 75 years since the first tests
made there of "Goudronnage" or asphalting, by a Swiss Dr. Guglielminetti. He was the
first to use a mixture of gravel, sand and filler, held together by bitumen.

 Another country has also produced a set of stamps with a Swiss connection, i.e.
Grenada, with a set of four stamps showing ceiling pictures from the church in Zillis.
They prove very well that one cannot just reproduce a photo, but must redraw the
subject to make a successful stamp, as the PTT did with their 12 views of the same
subject.

 In addition to telephone, radio, TV and electricity bills, one can now have one's Philatelic
Bureau standing order account charged directly to one's giro account automatically.

 The PTT have now started to provide 24 hour 'Bankomat' outlets for their giro account
holders.

 The automatic stamp vending machine (A1) in Zürich main station has been changed
back to the original one-button type (see DYK of December 1977). It seems that none of
the other three were changed, but that the PTT has now ordered several hundred, each
with its own number.

 I have found out from the PTT that the 70c definitive showing the age-old procession in
Mendrisio, had its original Hebrew text purposely modified, so that Arab countries would
not refuse letters so franked. (See Question No.63 in September and October 1977
DYK).

 The answer to Question No.69 is really none. It is quite incredible that such a subject, so
popular not only with tourists, has never been shown until now. The 5c ‘Transport
Museum’ stamp of 1959 comes nearest, while the 10c Pro Juventute of 1928 shows two
anchors to represent the Sulzer Engineering Works in Winterthur, who built many lake
steamers, including the 'La Suisse', 20c stamp of the LEMANEX block. The 10c Pro
Patria of 1942 shows a boat of doubtful origin. However, many cancels and slogans
show lake steamers.

 Question No.70 is: Which ship on the LEMANEX block is doing something peculiar?
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Did You Know?
 May 1978
 The PTT is out of the red, and has been able to pay back its debts from the deficit years
of 1971-3. This means that all plans for raising the postal rates have been shelved.
Swiss inflation is running at about 1% per year.

 The 'Lemanex' block comes packed in two versions. The first, obtainable only from the
Philatelic Bureaux, contains a set of six, numbered 1-6, i.e. one rotation of the printing
cylinder. Sale price SFr.30 with label in red, in clear plastic sealed cover. The second
type is for ordinary counters and contains 20 blocks more or less with same number,
Sale price Sfr.100 with label in black, also in sealed clear plastic cover. So one has to be
careful if one is in the habit of sending the wife down to the local PO for a 'packet of
blocks!

 Packets of ordinary and special stamps also come in two different packs, both of 500 or
1000 stamps. Those at the Philatelic Bureaux are unfolded and specially sorted out for
good perfs of those printed by the PTT in Bern.

 The number of stamps printed for the PTT has dropped by a quarter in the last 15 years,
due to the doubling of the number of office meters in use. The PTT prints in recess about
three to four times the number provided by Courvoisier in photogravure. About 750m
total printed in 1977.

 The total production of Courvoisier, for almost 60 postal administrations, is delivered to
the PTT printing works for checking, including all waste, as the weight must be exactly
that of the paper rolls used, less the weight of the perfs! All checking is done, therefore,
by the PTT only, for all countries. The PTT inspector permanently at Courvoisier seals all
machines, printing cylinders etc. to provide the high security needed.

 The eight special, and very attractive, official 'Lemanex' covers, one per stamp of the
block, show not only the ship in question, but also a plan view, of the lake and the badge
or pennant of the operating company. The small initials 'USPS' in the lower left corner do
not stand for 'United States Postal Service' but for 'Union Societes Philatélique Suisse'.

 Opinion is hardening here towards collecting blocks only as a unit, as sold by the PTT,
and not splitting them up into all sorts of combinations. Therefore, only for
counter sheets would pairs and blocks of four be considered.

se-tenant

 The answer to Question No.70 is: that the 'Verbano' has its sails filled, but with the wind
blowing the smoke the other way. After a lot of discussion the consensus is that the wind
is blowing from the side!

 Question No.71 is: Which other stamps show the same buildings as this year's 'Europa'
pair?
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Did You Know?
 June 1978
 During 'Lemanex', as with all previous exhibitions, a vast number of old but still valid
stamps held by speculators large and small, were used to make all sorts of combinations
with the 'Lemanex' stamps, e.g. 25c ‘Lausanne’, stamps of other exhibitions etc. The
PTT happily cancel them, glad to have them permanently removed from the possibility of
postal use.

 The small post office at 1234 Vessy, near Geneva was inundated on 5th June with
requests for cancellations to give 1234 5.6.78-9, but I doubt if it has a time reel in the
cancel.

 Liechtenstein has done it again. On 1st June, Duke Franz Josef II celebrated 40 years'
reign by having four values showing views of his castle in Vaduz. However, these very
attractive stamps were issued only in sheetlets of eight stamps each.
Dealers were loath to break up sheets, and they were right as the issue was sold out in a
day or so. Now a set of sheets cost about four times nominal of SFr.19.20, and singles
are also difficult to find.
The above stamps were also issued on postcards having the same picture, but as they
were cancelled with the First Day cancel the term used by the FL Philatelic Bureau
"Maximum Cards" is clearly wrong. Sold out on first day.

 The double stapling used for the 'new' SFr.5 booklet (see February 1978 issue of the
Newsletter) was also used for last printing of booklet with the old PTT signet. I think this
must be a very rare type, as I have seen a few in only two POs here. At least I found out
from the PTT that the reason for this double stapling is to prevent the booklets becoming
jammed in vending machines.

 Zumstein brought out the 22nd edition of their "Specialised" on time for 'Lemanex'. I was
unfortunately too late with my suggestion that the 'table of postal rates.' which they
printed some years ago in the BBZ, should be up-dated and included, but they promise
to do so next time.

 Zumstein also brought out for 'Lemanex' a new book on the "Standing Helvetia" stamps.
By Georges Valko, in German, entitled "Ueber den Druckprozess & die Abarten der
stehenden Helvetia 1882-1907", 78 pages, 180 illustrations, at SFr.20.

 The answer to Question No.71 is: the 40c shows the same building as the 10c of 1956
(Z.325), and the 80c was shown on the 1924 pair, 20 & 30c (Z.167/8).

 Question No.72 is: If a twelve-stamp Pro Patria series had been made using the lake
steamers of the 'Lemanex' block, which other lakes would you have used?
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Did You Know?
 July 1978
 26th June was the first day of sale for "Do it Yourself" labels from the four test vending
machines without the numbers A1 to A4. Those in the know managed to get FDCs.
During the next five years 500 of these new units will replace some of the 3400
machines now in use. They will be put up mainly at railway stations and main PO’s. The
labels will carry no identifying number, thank heaven!

 The Swiss Aero-Philatelists have issued a new edition of their 'Luftpost' catalogue, giving
details of all first flights, etc. SFr.32. Essential for those interested in this field.

 On 1st July the Albula line of the Rhâtian Railway celebrated its 75
birthday. The special cancel will not have been used often on
Z307, taking up my previous remarks in the Newsletter into
account, i.e. SFr.9 mint, 10c used!

 PEN also brought out his magnum opus on the 500 'Aushilfstempel' of Switzerland in
time for 'Lemanex’. Price: SFr.43/46.

 As well as the above, the fourth part of the new "Stempelwerk" appeared at 'Lemanex',
consisting of loose sheets only. SFr.30. This is now complete.

 The answer to Question No.72 is: Swiss lakes in order of size (with value of stamp in
‘cents’ from 'Lemanex' block. Geneva. (20, 40), Constance (40), Neuchâtel (40),
Maggiore (20), Luzern (40), Zürich (80), Lugano, Thun, Biel, Zug, Brienz (70) and the
Walensee.

 Question No.73 is: Now that we have twelve castles of different types shown on the last
three years of Pro Patria stamps, a very nice mini-collection of castles and fortifications
could be made. Which other Swiss stamps do you suggest?
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Did You Know?
 August 1978
 In a recent BBZ there was an article "Brief aus Chicago" by Felix Ganz, in which the
American Philatelic Society have put the Lemanex block on their long list of unnecessary
issues, too big and too expensive. Quite right too, but for the PTT to be put into the same
list as those countries which produce virtually nothing else, is a bit unjust.

 The Fr.1.30 "Sun" of the 1973 Architecture series is likely to become the key value. Only
to be found in sets of singles at the Philatelic Counter, but perhaps at some small PO’s
still. Used examples are difficult to find in good condition.

 The 50c airmail stamp (Z.2) had been given the first-day of 30.4.1919, i.e. before the 30c
value, until now; when an article by Hr E. auf der Maur, in the latest BBZ throws the
whole matter open!
Almost sixty years late he has discovered that five previous flights were made by the
Swiss Air Force from Dübendorf-Bern-Lausanne, and back. The reason being that the
SBB was short of coal, also strikes were holding up the trains, so that delays of up to
three hours were being felt in post deliveries, such as Zürich to Bern. Shows what can
still be discovered to-day in an area thought to have been thoroughly researched.

 All the exhibitors at Lemanex received a copy of an 80 page A5 book in French "Les
Postes du Valais" by Louis Vuille, of which one hears excellent reports, but I cannot yet
say where a copy may be obtained, as it was published by the Lemanex Organisational
Committee.

 Michel has also brought out a "Specialised Swiss/Liechtenstein" catalogue at DM16.
 On 3rd July this year two further automatic label vending machines were installed in
Basel and Luzern.

 The answer to Question No.73 is: that there are quite a number of castles and
fortifications; sometimes ruins only, shown on Swiss stamps. In the Pro Patria group:
1938 Laupen; 1942 Geneva; 1944 Mesocco. In the Pro Juventute group: 1930/1941
Schaffhausen; 1930 Fribourg; Sion 1934, and also on the 1953 MPO issue.
Among specials I can find only two: 1948 Neuchatel and 1958 Nyon. In definitive series
there are some interesting ones, but often the military-to-civil relationship is difficult to
determine. There are the 5 and 10c values in the old 1935 Landscapes issue. In the
Historical Buildings series are Basel, Lenzburg, Bern, Luzern, Neuchâtel, Schaffhausen,
Porrentruy, Frauenfeld and Liestal.

 Question No.74 is: which stamps show military uniforms and arms, to make up an
interesting thematic-type mini-collection?
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Did You Know?
 September 1978
 The latest sub-office to be opened in Zürich is "TMC", as it is situated in the new sevenstorey "Textil and Mode Center". This complex, on the clearway to
the airport, houses about 200 textile and fashion wholesalers, so
deserves its own P.O., which will also serve this new developed
area. (see illustration)

 In connection with the issue of the Fr.1 and 2 on plain
phosphorescent paper (see details in September 1978 issue of the Newsletter), although
a first-day of 24.8.78 was announced for sales from the Philatelic Counters, no New
Issue service was provided, but sent-in collectors' FDCs were still being first-day
cancelled on the 31st. It was not stated if all future reprints of other values will be
announced.

 With the reprint of the 40c Geneva ‘Escalade’ stamp on the same date, violet-fibred
paper, we have just the opposite to the above. No other values will be reprinted on this
paper.

 28 years after the Air India plane "Malabar Princess", on its way from Bombay and Cairo
to Geneva and London, crashed on Mont Blanc at a height of 4747 m., one of its post
bags has been found at the foot of a glacier and the contents distributed to eleven
different European countries.
I wonder if the covers were stamped "Delayed by
Glacier Mail"!

 The answer to Question No.74 is a bit difficult. Should one include the Tell and Tell Boy
with their crossbows? I suggest the Fr.10 of 1938 with a helmeted soldier, and of course
the 1941 Historical Figures, and the 20c girl of 1965, but the 40c of 1974 shows a target
pistol (not a military weapon).
The Pro Juventute 30c of 1921-25 depicts soldiers in different uniforms, but should one
include the Pro Patria frontier guard of 1948, the 1950 target shooting and the 50c
daggers of 1975?

 I don't think the PTT would have decided to issue the 40c SUVA se-tenant sheet on 14th
September, if they had known at the time what a fuss would be made about the
'Lemanex' miniature sheet with all its combinations, or would they?

 This brings me to the inevitable Question No.75: How many stamps are needed to obtain
a full set of single pairs, strips of three, blocks of four and six?
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Did You Know?
 October 1978
 Quite without warning the Swiss PTT issued a 40c stamp on Monday, 25th September to
celebrate the birth of the new Canton Jura. On Sunday there was the official referendum
and when the positive result was announced on TV news at 8p.m. that evening, they
also showed the new stamp. No first-day special covers or cancels.

 Another Swiss-German MPO cachet has appeared. See
Illustration right.

 'Philatelica' has a regular 'Post Office of the Month' feature, for which readers send in a
report of good philatelic service and decent cancellations. Recently the PTT house
magazine started to reprint these articles, and created quite a lot of interest amongst
postmasters, and a further spur towards better service to collectors.

 Another watermark has appeared on Swiss (and Liechtenstein) postcards, type V, in
1978 on the 'old' issue and now on the new one issued on 14th September. This is an 'L'
for Landquart.
On this new card the 'all-over' phosphor of the bus issue, and previous, has been
dropped in favour of a fluorescent bar 7 x 28 mm. to the left of the value block. This is to
give a better effect in the ALF machines, as a third one has now been installed in
Geneva, following Bern and Lausanne.

 The number of PTT New Issue subscribers increased by 10% during 1977, to a total of
147,300. Philatelic sales are about SFr.25m.

 The answer to Question No.75 is: 63 stamps, nearly 1½ sheets: three singles, three
vertical pairs, three horizontal pairs, three vertical strips of three, three horizontal strips of
three, three blocks of four, three horizontal blocks of six.
I have not included vertical blocks of six, as the standard PTT strip of three, as on the
FDCs, is horizontal, but this would then make the total 81, or SFr.16.20.

 The next Question - No.76 - on this interesting sheet is about the blocks of four. The
three types can be given the name of the language of the stamp in the top left-hand
corner, and a total of ten blocks can be obtained from each sheet.
How would one
divide up three sheets into thirty blocks to give the lowest number of Italian blocks and
equal numbers of German and French blocks?
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Did You Know?
 November 1978
 On the 9th October the PTT announced in the PTA that 2,009,378 copies of the
LEMANEX miniature sheet were issued, i.e. sold; lower than I had expected, considering
that the last one (INTERNABA, 1974) went to 2,173,505. As so many sheets were split
up because of the combinations, the number of complete sheets in speculators hands
must be small.

 A Society is likely to be formed in Switzerland for collectors of First Day Covers. Some
years ago, a similar specialist society was created for collectors of blocks of four. I’m
thinking of forming a club for collectors of upside down postmarks, or downside-up as
they say in Australia.

 Genuine old FDCs, i.e. from the time before the term existed, are much sought-after. Lot
249 of the first auction by a new firm "Interphila Monatsauktion AG" of Zürich, held on
30th September, was a cover with both 1918 Pro Juventute stamps cancelled on the
first-day 1.12.18, to Copenhagen and correctly franked. Bidding started at SFr.3250 and
ended at SFr.10, 000 + 12%. Fantastic or ridiculous - what can one say?
The above firm has postmarks on cover as their main feature. So has Rölli in Luzern; for
instance in their seventh such auction in September, a K13 on cover, Villars-sur-Ollon
with the cloud, went for SFr.1600 + 12% - incredible!

 The famous Dr. H. Faucherre collection sold by the Rapp auction firm, brought in
SFr.1459, 455 for the Basel Orphanage. Mostly a postmark collection in depth.

 The 3 x 40c. se-tenant strip carries the initials of the State Insurance Accident
Organisation in the three languages, as follows:
SUVA = Schweizerische Unfallversicherungeanstalt
CNA
= Caisse nationale suisse d'assurance en cas d'accidents
INSAI = Instituto nationale svizzero di assicurasione contro gli infortuni

 The answer to Question No.76 will be given next time, as a sketch.
 Question No.77 is: which countries did not accept Swiss Pro Juventute surcharged
stamps on letters and postcards, etc., and until when?
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Did You Know?
 December 1978
 About 200 people knew about the 'secret' Jura stamp, and kept it to themselves. A cover
was quickly placed over the old flat-bed machine, used for first-day cancelling sheets of
stamps in the PTT Printing Works in Bern, during a visit of foreign journalists a week or
so before issue.
Each of the eleven Postal Districts were sent all the stamps for their PO’s in advance in
sealed cases, the contents known only to the directors, As soon as the result of the
referendum was clear at about 5 p.m. on Sunday, the packets were distributed, so that
all PO’s had a sufficient supply on Monday morning, ready for the rush.
If special FDCs had been made and distributed, too many people would have been
involved for safety.

 In 1976, 250 postmen were bitten by dogs. However, the PTT can legally refuse to
deliver letters to owners of unfriendly dogs.

 In November the Briefmarken-Tauschclub of Bern celebrated its 75th birthday. Not only
did they have a cachet issued with a special PO cds, but they published an excellent
brochure on the posts of Bern. All known handstamps up to about 1900 are listed. A
copy has been obtained for the HPS Library, but all the articles are in German.

 In a leaflet publicising the Giro service the PTT say there are no less than 19,022 post
boxes in Switzerland, However, as far as I know there is never any pre-selection made,
e.g., town, country or overseas slots.

 In the October issue of the Newsletter I made a small mistake by saying that the
luminescent bar on the new PTT postcard was fluorescent, but a careful check in
darkness has shown that there is a slight afterglow, i.e. definitely phosphorescent.

 There is a proposal afoot to introduce a three-star designation in stamp catalogues: "gum
without stamp"!

 The first 'K' cds with a Swiss-German text was K.700 EGGERSREIT with the text
"äschöns Gebiet", 7.8.78. Now another has appeared, K.709 on 28.10.78 for
GEROLDSWIL.

 The answer to Question No.77 is: that until the issue of 1921, only Bavaria, Denmark,
Italy, Portugal, Russia and Hungary would accept letters bearing Pro Juventute stamps.

 Question No. 78 is: How many stamps with heraldic arms will have appeared by the end
of 1978, excluding the Swiss cross in all its forms?
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Did You Know?
 January 1979
 On the 31st July 1978 the 'Lemanex' block was withdrawn from sale at all PO‟s (as had
been originally announced), but it is now available again in the annual packs: price
SFr.20 for 18.20 worth of stamps plus 1.80 for the attractive red hard-covered folder (155
x 215 mm.) This can be used as a swop booklet etc.

 At the same Rölli auction at which K.13 with cloud went for SFr.1600 (rumour has it this
was found by the seller in an English circulation packet for £1 for the stamps on the
cover) the same cancellation went for 10c.
In a stockbook lot there were about 500 odd K cancels of below average quality, but a
bidder had seen a perfect K.13 there too; he got the lot for SFr.60!

 The first time that all Swiss stamps of the year were valid together and could be
cancelled on the same cover, was 25 years ago, on 1 December 1955.
I now have 25 such covers, although one now needs 2 large covers per year, excluding
blocks.

 On the 4th December 1978, the ninth Philatelic Office was opened in Chur. A special
cover was issued, with text in German, Italian and two Romansch dialects.

 When the main Philatelic Office in Bern reopened in the new Parkterasse (above the
railway station) on 14.5.1964, special envelopes were issued in German and French and
(not known in Switzerland) also in English, for English-speaking standing order
customers. I bought one at 'Stampex' some years ago.

 A new philatelic magazine „PHILAPOST‟ has appeared. Published every three months, it
will contain articles of interest to the "politically interested collector", whatever that may
mean, and for the collectors of Soldier stamps.
Printed on art paper the reproductions are very good.

 The 1979 „Europa‟ stamps for all CEPT countries, will be devoted, to the "History of
Posts and Telecommunications", with Switzerland putting in the Basel Dove post-box
(three still in use) and the Jungfraujoch with its highest PO in Europe, and a mass of
radio and TV relay aerials.
1980 will be "Famous People", rather uninspiring, and 1981 "Folklore".

 The answer to Question No.78 is: the number of Swiss heraldic stamps is 56, made up
of: Definitives 8; Pro Juventute 56; Pro Patria 12, and of course many cancellations,
making an interesting collection.

 Question No.79 is about the old Pro Juventute 'Arms‟ stamps, namely the 10c of 1925
(Z.34) - what does the „VR‟ stand for?
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Did You Know?
 February 1979
 The new 'cut' booklets have an identical make-up as before, but have a salmon pink
cover with new design. The stamp paper is fibre-free. There is a strong feeling amongst
collectors that complete sheets should not be put on sale, as there would be far too
many combinations available.
The German PO also discontinued the sale of sheets for booklets when they introduced
cut edges.

 The PTT Philatelic Bureau have assured me that an announcement will appear in the
PTA, when the next middle-value definitive stamps are to be released on the new fibrefree phosphorescent paper. The SFr.1 and 2 having come out on 24th August 1978.

 For three days before Christmas 21st-23rd), an 'old' custom was revived, following years
of prodding, in that Bethlehem, the suburb of Bern, once again had a special Christmas
cancellation. In the years 1956 to 1960 a special PO and cancellation were in use for the
two weeks around Christmas. The custom was discontinued when the village got its own
PO, Bern 27, in 1961.
The new cancellation (see December 1978 issue of the Newsletter) is a bit different from
previous ones shown in the PEN catalogue, with fixed date.

 In 1978, a new club was founded in Geneva, "The Great Britain and Commonwealth
Philatelic Society (Switzerland)", with a good number of members all over the country. A
circulation packet has started and a new issue service is planned. Articles are required
for their monthly 'News'.

 The new slogan used in Bern for the centenary
of the Art Gallery has a nice humorous touch in
that the Bernese bear is shown off his place in
the town arms, when looking at it

 Last September the PTT introduced a new „R‟ label for their packets to standing order
customers. The printed invoice contains a field which shows through the window of the
envelope, similar to a previous type used years ago. In this field is written '3000 Bern 1
Annahme‟, a large red R, then the computer printed five-figure number.

 The answer to Question No.79 is that in 1597, when the Canton of Appenzell split, with
the Protestant 'outer' part leaving the 'inner' old Catholic part, the new half Canton was
allowed to retain the original arms, but with indication of “Ausserrhoden" (= outer forest
clearing), which in Swiss-German is written "Ussroden", but as Roman inscriptions used
a 'V' for 'U', the result became 'VR' and has been used ever since.

 Question No.80 is: the new series of four „Portraits‟, the last for the time being, was
designed by Hans Erni, to be released around his 70th birthday. Which other stamps has
he designed?
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Did You Know?
 March 1979
 On 31st December 1978 there were 275 cancelling machines in use in Switzerland,
including FL & UN Geneva (two each). Of these, 152 are American 'Flier' type and 123
German Klüssendorf. The eight largest PO‟s have 23 machines between them, including
the two ALF units in Bern and Geneva.
In 1977 and 1978 only one Flier and one German machine were put into service,
showing the downturn in business, when compared with the 40 machines put into use on
5th December 1967, 33 of them German table models, this day being a record.

 The PTT has turned in another bumper profit for 1978, SFr.450m, which has caused an
immediate drop in prices for local and foreign telephone calls, so the telephone has
brought in more money than the post! How many postal administrations count on slow
delivery of the mail to push up telephone calls!

 From the beginning of February to 3rd June, in the Postal Museum in Bern, there is a
unique exhibition of telegraph history, especially about the 'Telegraph' stamps. These
were a complete flop, as it was much easier to pay for a telegram in cash at the counter
than to work out the cost and put stamps on the form before handing it in.
Actually it's a wonder that they existed as long as they did, 1868 to 1886. At this time it
was permitted to use ordinary stamps if one wanted to, and this is still possible today: A
special field for specialists.

 In 1978 the number of standing order customers of the PTT Philatelic Service increased
again by 10% to 160,000. Deliveries are post-free if at least two sets are ordered, and
everyone gets a very nice New Year's card too.

 The Liechtenstein Philatelic Service has 95,000 customers, and the UN Geneva 25,000.
By the number of printed stamps which have to be destroyed by the latter each year,
they are not doing as well as hoped. But the extreme symbolism of all issues makes their
stamps uninteresting in the long run.

 The answer to Question No.80 is: that Hans Erni of Meggen, near Luzern, had previously
designed eight Swiss stamps, i.e. 1949 Pro Aero, 10c Water God in 1964, 20c Pegasus
in 1969, and the five „Portraits‟ in 1972. All outstanding designs.

 Question No.81 is: Who are the foreigners who have taken up residence in Switzerland
and are shown on Swiss stamps?
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Did You Know?
 April 1979
 As their contribution to the 1979 "Year of the Child", the PTT have equipped twelve
mobile exhibition vans that will travel around different school playgrounds from 30th April
to 29th September.
The first 'PTT-Mobil' as they are called, was shown on TV one evening in late March,
outside the Swiss Parliament building in Bern, with the PTTresponsible Federal Councillor Ritschard in attendance to a class of
children - no doubt a dry run to discover what they broke first!
Not only can they practice cancelling letters (see the Romansch
example above of the four different cancels to be used), but also use
pushbutton phones, send telexes, use television cassettes etc. Only
for organised school classes.

 Another flood of 'Spring' auctions is upon us. Where all this material comes from, and
who has the cash to pay the millions asked, is a bit of a mystery.

 In 1978 the PTT delivered 756m stamps to post offices and collectors, of which 544m
were printed in their works and only 212m by Courvoisier. In 1977 606m and 155m
respectively.

 Zumstein discovered a neat error in a press release from Monaco in a six-stamp series
celebrating the centennial of their opera house. The 70c value carries the name of the
Swiss composer Arthur Honegger, but spelt Honneger. Zumstein complained
immediately and we will see what comes next.

 'Lemanex' had a loss of SFr.1.2m, but the profit from the block sales was just over
SFr.3m, so that the net benefit to the "Fund for Furthering Philately' was SFr.1.8m.
However, the low interest rates now being paid in Switzerland, about 2% has reduced
the 'income' to the fund for various projects.

 In 1983 there will be a major International Thematic Exhibition in Basel, the "Tembal".
 The answer to Question No.81, as far as I can discover, is two men: Rousseau - 1962
Pro Patria (Z.108) and Einstein - 1972 (Z.514).

 Question No.82 is: Without looking up the catalogue, can you say when a Swiss stamp
appeared showing the above Swiss composer?
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Did You Know?
 May 1979
 This year‟s 40c „Europa‟ stamp shows an old post-box with the Basel Dove motif. The
post-box was the creation of Melchior Berri, who also designed the Basel Dove stamp.
There are three of the original twelve post-boxes still in use.
This motive has been used before on the FDC of the SFr.1.10 stamp of 1975, and on a
German stamp too.

 Sometime in 1978 the PTT started to use a 'whiter' paper for their 'R' labels, which is
being collected by the few label collectors here. The number of post offices with old
stocks of 'R' labels without postcode must now be about zero.

 The new publicity datestamp K.731 used by Feldis/Veulden not
only has a text in Romansch, but in the rare Sutsilvan dialect, one
of the five recognised Romansch written dialects.
“Sulegl ruos a beala vesta” - "Sun, quiet and beautiful view" of the
3000m high Piz Beverin shown on the cancel.

 A third type of 'automatic label' will be catalogued by Zumstein. The first type was with
the four trial numbers, A1-A4, the second type with no number (as in use everywhere).
The third, with slightly smaller text, was first put into use in Zürich 23 in March; the new
cliché is made of zinc and should wear less than the previously used plastic.

 The Swiss Thematic Club has brought out a second volume, also by Ernst Schlunegger,
describing all the Swiss Local Publicity Datestamps, which continues where the first
volume left off in 1969. Each is arranged alphabetically, and is complete up to 19th
March 1979. In German and priced at SFr.15.

 The new Philatelic counter in Chur 2 (the old main PO in a lovely building in the town, i.e.
not the station) has shown an extraordinary initiative in selling no less than 20 covers
with the arms of various Bündner tourist centres, as well as some other special event
covers etc.
Also their 'R' label says "7002 Chur 2 Wertzeichen" which is unusual, in that if located in
the same building as a normal PO then their 'R' labels are used.
Normally, a special 'Wertzeichen' label is used only if the Philatelic counter is situated
away from a PO, as in Luzern.

 The answer to Question No.82 is: the 80c of 21.9.1972 (Z.515).
 While on the subject, Question No.83 is: which other Swiss composers have been shown
on their stamps?
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Did You Know?
 June 1979
 Once again the impossible has happened, and again in connection with the new Canton
Jura. Last year it was the unannounced issuing of a commemorative stamp, this year the
non-use of an announced special postmark, which was to have been used on 11th April
by a Mobile PO to celebrate the "Day of Sovereignty' of the new Canton.
On the 8th April the whole festival was called off by the Jura politicians because they did
not like some of the home truths pronounced by the Federal Councillor most responsible
for supporting them in their "Fight for Freedom".
An unfortunate small-minded affair.
About 40,000 items had already been cancelled by the PTT, and it
was announced that these would all be destroyed. One hopes that
none have been kept as special souvenirs (to turn up in a few
years' time). Only the stamp value will be refunded, so that this has
caused a bit of a fuss, especially for the local Philatelic Society,
which had 50,000 covers printed for sale at an exhibition of Jura Philately.

 The first and last time an event did not take place, and for which a special cancel (and a
specially issued stamp had been announced) was in Feb. 1977 when the World
Championship in Ice Speed Skating was cancelled at the last minute because the ice
was too wet in Davos (see March 1977 issue of the Newsletter).
This cancellation was, however, made because cancelled items had already been sent
on their way back to collectors, and so a precedent had already been created. But to
have continued with the Jura "event" would not have been politically possible, so one
can understand the PTT's dilemma, and decision.

 The answer to Question No.83 is: that in addition to Honegger, there is Othmar Schoeck
on the 50c of 1969 (Z.474), Abbe Joseph Bover on the 20c of 1978 (Z.612) and Hans
Georg Naegeli on the 5c Pro Juventute of 1936 (Z.77). The 5c Pro Patria of 1954
mentions Father Alberich Zwyssig.

 Question No.84 is about the sixteen Pro Patria stamps showing castles, now that the
series is completed. In which Canton are most of these situated?
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Did You Know?
 July 1979
 The PTT are still in trouble over the non-use of the “Jura" special cancellation of 11th
April. All 40,000 unsealed covers have been apparently destroyed, senders receiving the
stamp value only in return. But before sealed covers can be destroyed they have to be
opened in order to return the contents, and for this they need the written agreement of
the sender. It seems that some senders are not giving permission to let the PTT look at
the piece of cardboard stiffener inside. There will be some genuine letters as well of
course.
It would have been much easier to have cancelled the lot, and then added a cachet in
French 'Event not held'.

 A correspondent to the Neue Zürcher Zeitung's weekly philatelic column has suggested
as so many rare stamps are being re-gummed these days (to please those who feel the
gum more important than the stamp itself), that the remains of a hinge actually should be
taken as proof that the gum is genuine.

 The 1980 Zumstein pocket catalogue will have all FL stamps in colour as well this year.
A new feature is that for an extra SFr.1.50 one can have a spiral binding. This useful 'layflat' version is copied from the Kottelat catalogue, which has been doing it for years.

 In 1978 a number of sheets of the 40c 'Escalade‟ definitive were dated „6.IV.88‟, forms 2
and 4 only.

 In connection with 'The Year of the Child' the PTT are having a special show in the PTT
Museum in Bern, in which toys with a PO flavour are on show; old children's telephone
sets, etc. In addition children are being asked for their ideas for a new PTT Museum, and
also half-day courses on stamp-collecting.

 Last weekend I visited the newly arranged PTT section of the Transport Museum in
Luzern. Not only were all the stages of steel-engraved stamp printing on show for threecolour printing (of a new printing-trial stamp), but a lovely model of a complete printing
press also, and partially working too.

 It is claimed the Rapp auction held on 23-28 April in Zürich was the 'biggest philatelic
auction ever held anywhere. 10,630 world lots were all sold. Also the total reserve was
SFr.9m; the price achieved was over SFr.25m, plus 12%.

 The answer to Question No.84 is: that the Canton of Vaud has the greatest number of
„Pro Patria castles‟, i.e. four: Grandson; Aigle; Chillon and Oron.

 Question No.85 is: which other events were not held on the published date and received
an excusing cachet?
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Did You Know?
 August 1979
 To put the record straight the PTT did pay 40c per cover, plus the stamps, for the
aborted 11th April „Jura‟ cancellation.

 Schönenwerd has had its cancelling machine taken away (it has gone to Menziken) due
to falling business caused mainly by the decline in the fortunes of the local Bally Shoe
Factory, sold by the family to a financier, Bally certainly had a meter canceller, but
smaller secondary firms did not.

 Luzern has recently had some interesting machine slogans. The one for the 50th
National Shooting Festival was in the four national languages, while the other is in
Esperanto, to welcome the 64th World Congress on 28th July. There have been a
number of Esperanto
postmarks over the years
in Switzerland.

 The 1979 edition of the alphabetical and numerical Postcodes have just come out, with a
special section in the former on the recent changes, to list all the post offices in the new
Canton Jura, their postcodes not having been changed.

 In the June issue of "Tell” (voice of the American HPS), I found something I had not been
able to discover in Switzerland, i.e. that there were twelve PTT 'Mobile' in use in the
summer: seven in German-speaking schools; three in French and one each in Italian and
Romansch areas. These units are fitted-out containers without wheels.

 Collectors of Switzerland on foreign stamps will be delighted with the Fr.20 stamp to be
issued by Liechtenstein on 6th September, as it shows St. Luzius and St. Florian from
frescoes in the old church in Waltensburg/Vuorz near Ilanz in Graubünden. It is
interesting to note that the Philatelic Bureau in Vaduz will take back these stamps from
standing order customers who find the amount too much.

 Winkler's classic 'Vorphilatelie‟ will not be revised and extended, but only corrected and
reprinted for the next National Exhibition in 1982. First editions reach about SFr.200 at
auctions these days.

 There will be an International Meeting of UN Collectors in Geneva on 5/6 October to
celebrate 10 years of UN stamps from Geneva.

 The answer to Question No.85 is: the Julier Alpine Winter Post of 1935. Those from St.
Moritz to Chur are rarer than those in the other direction.

 Question No.86 is: which other Liechtenstein stamps show St. Luzius?
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Did You Know?
 September 1979
 Both Müller of Basel and Kottelat of Bern have issued their 1980 catalogues, in colour
too, and as with Zumstein for Switzerland, Liechtenstein & UN Geneva. Kottelat has
been able to use the same colour blocks as Müller, which are somewhat deeper in tone
that those of Zumstein. All are priced at SFr.8.50, but with Kottelat this includes the
useful spiral 'lay-flat' binding.

 As last year I was too late to buy the first delivery of the Michel 1980 Specialized
Switzerland/Liechtenstein Catalogue, which shows the interest given to this annual.

 Only 40,244 "progressive prints" of the 'Lemanex‟ 20c stamp were distributed or 'sold'.
This big miscalculation by the organisers will hopefully inhibit future souvenirs of this
kind.

 In fourteen main PO‟s, the parcel counters have been using, since June 1979, FRAMA
automatic (cancelled, i.e. dated) label issuing machines. This time-saving system has
been in use in various other countries for years. Brazil and South Africa come to mind,
so is not as new in conception as the 'stamps' of similar appearance. The latter have
been catalogued by Zumstein, for all three
types, together with FDCs, but the former
will not be catalogued, a moot point.
(See illustration)
Note that "II/1" denotes first machine in
second postal district.

 The SVP has bitten off more than it can chew with their ambitious revision of the PTT
slogan catalogue, started after the very successful „K Handbook", published in 1977. A
supplement to the latter will most likely appear this year. It is hoped that the slogan
'Handbook' will come out in 1980, covering all slogans used up to the end of 1979. HPS
Members will get definite news in this column as soon as possible.

 A Women's Lib group has complained, correctly, that the PTT has not shown any Swiss
women in their recent series of portrait stamps.

 The answer to Question No.86 is: that St. Luzius was also depicted on Liechtenstein
stamps in 1942, 20c (Z.166), 1966 Fr.10 (Z.206), 1959 Fr.1 (Z.344) and 1968 Fr.2
(Z.632).

 Question No.87 is: which Swiss stamp (it comes in four versions) commemorates a
famous battle which took place outside the present borders of Switzerland?
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Did You Know?
 October 1979
 The new SFr.3 stamp showing the baptismal font of the church in Saanen, Bernese
Oberland (or bare-knees Oberland as someone once said) is the first stamp of the
Architectural series to be printed only 'on the new fibre-less paper.
700,000 SFr.3 stamps are needed per month, therefore as the new stamp is half the size
of the old one, only half the printing time is needed. The Express fee is SFr.3.

 The SFr.3.50 stamp showing the Benedictine church in Engelberg is the last of the
historical monument series still in service, and is therefore to be replaced next year with
an Architectural motif.

 The PTT have said that the three remaining „Evangelists‟ will not be replaced by a new
high-value trio before 1982.

 A new philatelic publication on postal history etc. will appear in 1980, by H. R.
Schwarzenbacher and printed in German. A sample has been sent to all those on the
distribution list of the "Interphil" auctions.

 The Swiss PTT has now followed Vaduz (and hoping for the same financial success) in
issuing a so-called maximum card for the ESA 80c stamp on 6.9.79. As with FL the
Swiss postmark has no connection with the subject shown on the stamp and card, and is
therefore not a 'maximum' at all, but look at the prices in the new Tanner catalogue.

 Under "philatelic" pressure the PTT is going to change its rules in 1980 to allow
maximum cards to be cancelled on the address side with another postmark.

 A large supplement to the Sulser "Soldatenmarken" catalogue is to appear in October,
with new areas covered, such as military postcards etc.

 The answer to Question No.87 is: the Battle of Calven 1499 sited about 6 km. from the
Swiss border in the Müstair valley, in the German-speaking part of Italy. See Pro Patria
stamps and miniature sheet of 1940 (Z.5, 7 and 10).

 Question No.88 is about the latest set of commemorative stamps which have just been
issued. Two are horizontal, two are vertical, a unique layout for Switzerland. When last
did two vertical stamps come out on the same day, commemoratives that is, not Pro
Patria, Pro Juventute or Europa?
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Did You Know?
 November 1979
 The Swiss Philatelic Bureaux are selling an attractive booklet for SFr.5 called “Swiss by
Choice and Ancestry”, containing the eight mint portrait stamps issued in 1978 and 1979.
The title should read “or Ancestry”. Available in German, French, Italian and English, with
potted biographies.

 The SVP internal auction held in the Transport Museum in Luzern on 27th October
(together with three short talks on exhibition sheet layout) was a big success, proving
that good quality "Italian' slogans are going up and up in price. A well-known error slogan
"Grosser Preis der SCWEIZ”, i.e. without 'H' went up to SFr.54 (No.4.5.78a of 1951).

 The second volume of the pair “Die Schweizerischen Privatbahnen”, by the Avanti
Verlag, is available at SFr.12. Together all non-nationalised railways are dealt with in
detail, including rack and rope railways. Maps of each region show the exact route of
each line, excellent photos show rolling stock against typical landscapes. Technical data
includes, in many cases, last year's profit.

 A typical „private‟ railway is a limited liability company with the greater part of the shares
held by the Canton, villages served and other public bodies, with only a very small
number of shares in the hands of individuals today. Increasing support comes from
Federal funds. A list is given of the railways that have been replaced by motor buses, or
vanished.

 For the first time in a Swiss town, the HPO got a local publicity slogan (No.3.209) and the
sub-office an LP cancel (K.755), on the same day. The glider
represents the well-known glidingclub nearby but the exact historical
significance of the Swiss-German
saying “From Grenchen by Jove”, I
have not yet discovered.

 Early next year the PTT will have 32 „Postomat‟ 24-hour banking dispensers in service
for their Giro customers. Philatelically, not of great interest, but it does indicate their
marketing attitude and desire to keep abreast of latest commercial developments
In the latest Rölli auction catalogue an S13 Villars reached Sfr.2000, plus 10; it was a de
luxe cover, but still....!

 The answer to Question No.88 is: the pair of stamps issued in 1924 to commemorate 50
years of the UPU (Z.167/168).

 Question No.89 is: what was the period of validity of these stamps?
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Did You Know?
 December 1979
 Many a tourist has ambled along the Carl Spitteler promenade in Luzern, and now the
Swedes have issued a stamp in his honour, as he received the Nobel Prize for Literature
in 1919. The background of this stamp shows his 1845 birthplace, Liestal.
He died in Luzern in 1924. A pity Switzerland was not the first to honour this Swiss poet.

 The PTT has supported the Pro Juventute Committee very well with new and special
cancellers for the arms stamps, a special for Schwamendingen and two new 'K‟ cancels
for Cadre and Ferrey, with first-day being the same day as the stamp. But with Rüte they
have slipped, there is no such place. It is a district in Canton Appenzell IR. Nearest
cancel is the „K‟ for Weissbad.

 A German dealer has apparently bought up all the Folklore 'maximum‟ cards the PTT put
on sale with blocks of four matching stamps. In this way he can hold the market if these
six can be called forerunners to the official No.1, the ESA 80c maximum card sold by the
PTT on 6.9.79. He will do even better if the latter gets the number 7 with philatelists.

 An interesting error has turned up after 17 years: the 1960 Pro Patria miniature sheet
without the red signet and decorations at the top. There were eight blocks per printed
sheet, so where are the other seven?

 In February next year the new SFr.3.50 definitive will appear, showing the Astronomical
Clock in the Zytglogge Tower, Bern. This looks like the end of the 1960 Historical
Buildings set.

 There has been a lot of comment recently that too few children are shown on Pro
Juventute stamps, and that the arms series would have been better on Pro Patria
stamps.

 The new Pro Patria sets will have Tradesmen‟s Signs as the subject, a nice idea and
suitable for many thematic collections.

 On 24th November 1979 the Saas Fee K.32b was withdrawn, as somebody in the PTT
discovered that they had also had a local publicity slogan 3.147 since December 1971,
and double publicity is not allowed!

 The answer to Question No.89 is: from 9.10.24 until 30.11.24, but by special decree any
letters posted in a box on the last day, too late for collection that day, could be cancelled
for the first collection only on the 1st December, i.e. with the Pro Juventute stamps.
(See illustration).

 Question No.90 is an easy one: which Swiss stamp shows the birth place of Carl
Spitteler?

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 12

Did You Know?
 January 1980
 The special 'Jura' stamp has broken all records for a 40c non-definitive with more than
40.3m sold, about 50% more than usual.
The most sought-after postmark on this stamp is the machine cancel of the first-day
(25.9.79) in Delemont, the capital, with the publicity slogan 'Delemont, a coeur du Jura'.
All items sent in by post were hand-cancelled days later in Neuchâtel, Head PO of Postal
District IV.

 No postal changes have been made necessary by the new Canton, as the PTT,
correctly, considers itself above political delineations. Only four cancellers had their 'BE'
changed to 'JU' behind the village name.

 Liechtenstein had costs of just over SFr.1m for all stamp printing and distribution etc. in
1979. Ignoring the Fr.20, there were 18 stamps at 70c on average with a print of each of
about ¾m (they issue sales figures about seven years later) means a sale value of
nearly 9 million. Profit SFr.8m.

 Liechtenstein must be one of the few countries with more standing order customers than
indigenous population!

 On 1st July 1979 the PTT unified the various cancellers used by the 100 odd tiny 'Letter
Acceptance Offices‟ (not to be confused with Parcel Acceptance Offices) so that all
became hour reels in a standard cds. Previously some had straight-line cancellers, with
or without postcode, or else without time reels, or nothing at all.

 During 1980 (between 17.3.80 and 20.10.80) all 1700 small PO‟s still possessing cds
without hour reels, will get replacement cancellers with the hour reels.
What do the collectors of last day, and first day postmarks do?
The full list may be obtained from 'GD PTT PB 13, 3030 Bern. Unfortunately, there is no
up-to-date list available of the above letter and parcel acceptance offices. I tried.

 Some philatelic firms are selling old 'worthless' share certificates, such as the bankrupt
'Brazil Railway Co.' of 100 years ago, etc. etc.

 The answer to Question No.90 is: the SFr.2.20 (Z.425) Liestal tower of the Historical
Monuments definitive series.

 Question No.91 really belongs to 1979, the 'Year of the Child': How many children are
portrayed on Swiss stamps?

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 1

Did You Know?
 February 1980
 The cancelled 1940 National Fete block is rising in price above the unused 'NABA' block
of 1934, if one can take recent auction results as correct. Watch out for faked
cancellations.

 The 1600 Swiss PO‟s without the time in their datestamps, more than a third of all PO‟s,
will receive new cancellers this year in the biggest standardisation sweep since the
postcode was introduced in 1964/5.

 Only three years after changing the designs of their four decorated covers for collectors,
the PTT have recently introduced new ones, i.e. suitable for the following cancellations,
mobile post offices, special events, local publicity and the four main national annual
exhibitions (Auto Salon Geneva, Comptoir Lausanne, MUBA Basel, and OLMA St.
Gallen. Very attractive, but difficult to illustrate.

 At the sixth Coil Stamp Auction a FDC of 9.8.75 with all four machine labels A1-A4
fetched SFr.350, and a set of four FDC reached SFr.220.

 The Swiss firm Frama AG, of Lauperswil (BE), who make the above vending machines,
have supplied at least three to Norway and now six will come to Great Britain, in red,
instead of Swiss PTT yellow, and suitable for all UK coins, except old sixpences. Get
ready to send me FDCs!

 As from 1st January 1980 the old PTT definition of 'a letter is something below 250g in
weight, and a parcel if heavier' has been modified, in that now an envelope, if below
500g can be sent as a letter (and is quicker) for SFr.1, or SFr.2 if registered, but with a
small 'R‟ label.

 Due to the creation of the new Canton Jura the German-speaking Laufental (13 PO‟s) is
cut off. They are now voting if they should leave Canton Bern and join Solothurn, Basel
City or Basel Country. At the moment, in a complicated and long drawn out process, it
looks as though the Basel Country is the favourite.
Postally there will be no change as they are all in District V since 1849. I doubt if there
will be a new stamp for this.

 Question No.91 is somewhat hard to answer as it is not easy to see which figures are
actually children. My estimate is eleven in the definitives (three appear on the 50c
„Bergun‟ stamp), six in the Pro Patria, and only thirteen in the Children's stamps, the Pro
Juventute. Multiple stamps counting as one. Making a total of 30. Any comments?

 Question No.92 concerns the moon shown on the new Jubilee cds for Stetten. Why they
chose such a subject I don‟t know, but which other stamp shows the moon?
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Did You Know?
 March 1980
 The PTT had made another bumper profit in 1979 - now over SFr.1000m in three years,
which shows that amongst other things the 33% jump in the standard letter rate (from 30
to 40c) was a bit too much in 1976.

 The first supplement to the 1977 SVP Local Publicity cds Handbook ('K' cancels) is now
available, covering the years 1977-1979 with all cancels illustrated, new alphabetical and
numerical lists, additions to tables and the most important price revisions.

 In the four years 1974-77 the average number of new „K' cancels was 18, now for the
last two years it is 40.. This shows the effect of the rise in interest in this type of
cancellation amongst collectors which has been noted by publicity agents generally.

 The 50th Automobile Salon in Geneva this year will celebrate not only with a special
stamp and cancel, but also by showing the 50 odd thematic cancels from all over the
world having transport as a theme. Nice idea.

 The number of Swiss stamps printed in Switzerland dropped in 1979 from 756m to
737m. The PTT printed 531m and Courvoisier 206m. However, there were 4.1% more
letters sent (and 5.5% more inland telephone calls, 11.7% more foreign calls).
The number of franking machines rose to 18,810 by about the biggest annual jump ever,
over 1000, doubling the total in 11 years.

 Corinphila is having its 63rd auction in March this year. 7400 lots at an estimated value of
SFr.8m. The 390 page catalogue (free to potential buyers) has 16 pages in colour and
200 pages with b & w illustrations. Not only are all lots guaranteed for five year but the
mark-up still remains at the old 10%

 Once again the UN Geneva has issued a private cachet,
announced at the last minute, for a
small show held in Monthey from 7-9
February. PEN lists these but they
are not mentioned in the Swiss PTA,
so are not official, See illustration

 The answer to Question No.92 is: the 50c EXPO of 1963 (Z.404) which shows
something pretty near to the moon.

 Question No.93 is suggested by the latest motor vehicle stamp, the 80c of 21st
February. How many vehicles have been shown on Swiss stamps so far?
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Did You Know?
 April 1980
 A court case is pending concerning faked FDCs of 9.8.76 for DIY machine labels, as
some have been found on registered covers which are not mentioned in the PTT lists,
and also on the new post cards which came out three weeks later. Sad story.

 A study group has been formed for the Swiss Postage Dues, especially the very early
issues. Contact Fritz Buchmüller, Sennheimerstrasse 14, 4054 Basel, if you have useful
information.

 The PTT stealthily issued new SFr.5 stamp booklets in December 1979 or early January
this year, cover colour blue, but contents identical to current salmon pink issue. Normally
a change of colour indicates a change of content, but in this case denotes that the inside
adverts are different, i.e. for the German 'new issues' giant Sieger, and Lindner albums.
The former advert is in four languages, French, German, Italian and Romansch, adverts
on reverse remain the same, i.e. twenty different.

 On 15th April all 65 postmarks in Liechtenstein are to be changed to
include the full name. The event has been well publicised and
twelve ordinary cds ('a' ident only) may be ordered from the
Philatelic Bureau in Vaduz, but the true collector will also want the
first-day and last-day of the others, such as three machine dies, four
hand-rollers, Philatelic Bureau (seven all same) and perhaps the
MPO.

 The 1980 Liechtenstein „Europa‟ pair of stamps was sold out on the day of issue. As the
majority of collectors have a standing order, the counter sheetlets (of 20) keep only the
speculators happy, for a time.

 During the big garden show "Grün 80" in Basel (12 April-12 October) there will be a
special cancelling machine in operation with its own die.

 On 18.2.80, Burgdorf 2 put a new 'K‟ cancel into service, and the last day of the old one,
which was slightly damaged, was the 16th. But now an observant collector has found
some covers with the new one, dated 14th February.
It seems that the philatelically-minded manager of the local bank sent out his annual
report to 1500 customers with a Pro Juventute block of four on each cover. These were
carefully cancelled, twice, by the postmaster, who used his nice new canceller!

 The answer to Question No.93 is: nine stamps, which show eleven motor vehicles.
 Question No.94 is: when did Liechtenstein last use their MPO cancellers?
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Did You Know?
 May 1980
 To celebrate the visit of Queen Elizabeth II to Switzerland (29th April to 2nd May), there
is an exhibition of UN special stamps, illustrating her reign, in the PTT Museum. This
collection, by Kurt Rolli of Lyss, will also show many of the philatelic curiosities of these
issues.
It‟s a pity the PTT didn‟t issue a special cancellation for this very popular and successful
visit, for instance for her opening of the new train line under Zürich airport, which comes
into service on 1st June this year, giving direct mainline service onto the Geneva-St.
Gallen line.

 The long-awaited "Sankt Gotthard - Via Helvetica" by Arthur Wyss of the PTT Museum,
Bern, has at last appeared. 262 pages, large-sized, 50 of the 300 odd illustrations in
colour, packed with information on the political, transport, and postal history etc., of this
major Alpine pass.
Every cancellation type on the places en route, from Basel to Milan, is shown on
oversize reproductions of old covers,
There are editions in German. French, Italian
and English but rather daunting at SFr.96 each.

 Another long-awaited book has appeared, following a first edition in 1946:
"Freistempelkatalog Schweiz/Liechtenstein 1980" by Heiner Durst of Rüschlikon.
This covers in full detail practically all there is to know about Swiss franking machines
and their impressions.
178 A5 pages, innumerable illustrations, with pricing to show
relative scarcity, SFr.18.
This catalogue-cum-handbook should assist and promote the collecting of these
cancellations, a fascinating area untouched by speculators and 'philatelic‟ managers.
However, where does one find the rare ones?

 By his find-of-the-century, Heinz Katcher has shaken the Swiss philatelic world with his
5c postage due on „rays‟ of 1878.

 The answer to Question No.94 is: only in 1956 and 1962 did
the Swiss PTT loan one of their
Mobile Post Offices to Vaduz. As the
text of the canceller already includes
the full name, these have not been
remade.

 Question No.95 is: that as the new 40c Europa stamp shows J.K. Kern, one of the
founders of the U.P.U., which stamp shows a Swiss contemporary also concerned with
this event?
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Did You Know?
 June 1980
 It is interesting to see that a well-organised Philatelic Bureau such as that of
Liechtenstein can make a classic error, in that they destroyed all their Olympic stamps
(due for issue on 9.6.80), but can hardly expect dozens of journalists all over the world to
send back their blocks of four, which they received in advance of issue for comment.
The perversity of philatelists will now send the price of these 'labels‟ through the roof. It
was courageous of the Principality to join the Olympic boycott, but now they are in
trouble. For three days following the announcement they didn't answer the phone!

 The 90th Congress of the Association of Swiss Philatelic Societies was held in
Weinfelden, in the building shown on slogan No.3.1.57. There was also a small
exhibition, mostly of material from Canton Thurgau, and on the Sunday a bourse.
The PTT MPO was in attendance on both days. These affairs give a boost to the local
Club. 283 delegates were present, with simultaneous translation, German-French and
vice-versa.
At this Congress the new Exhibition Rules were approved. This and other items had
been discussed at the Meeting of Presidents held in Bern on 3.5.1980. About 90 Clubs
were represented.

 Another small exhibition is being held in Thurgau‟s capital, Frauenfeld, in the house of
J.K. Kern, on the various stages in the production of this year's 40c 'Europa' stamp, as
well as other items of interest connected with philately in Thurgau.

 Four slogans came out on 2.6.80, publicity for writing postcards. In the three official
languages and also in Romansch, but with a German text as well.
This is because in
Chur, where the slogan is being used, they are mainly German-speaking.
The official Romansch dialect, Sulsilvan, is not used
where a suitable cancelling machine is available, so
this is the new solution.

 The answer to Question No.95 is: the 30c of 1976 - E. Borel.
 Question No.96 is about the next rarest Swiss stamp which could exist twice, but has not
yet been seen. What is it?
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Did You Know?
 July 1980
 The PTT has had to postpone the introduction of the new cancellers with time reels, to
the small post offices of the Zürich postal district (VIII) from 16.6.80 to 20.10.80, because
the supplier cannot cope as there are nearly 1600 new ones to make.

 Several members have asked me about the long-promised SVP edition of the Slogan
Catalogue, the 'M‟ Handbook. Well it is progressing, most of the periods of use are done,
variants fixed, town die register virtually finished, all illustrations are available, but it has
still to be put together. Publication this year is likely. This column will bring the good
news to you in time.

 Unexpectedly, not many foreign owners of the 'K' Handbook' have bought the 1980
Supplement.

 Another anniversary is being celebrated this year: 50 Years of Courvoisier. The PTT can
be pleased they‟ve supported this firm during the difficult years of the early thirties. Now
they deliver regularly to about 25 foreign administrations, on and off to about 60 all-told.
As the Swiss PTT check the whole printing process and the shipping for these foreign
customers, it is almost impossible for a pirate firm to have their 'labels' printed by
Courvoisier.

 I have come across the first
Swiss combined Registered &
address label (with red
border), from the State-run
Employees Accident
Insurance Fund, the SUVA, in
Luzern, see illustration left,
showing how the number is
put in by computer at the
same time as the address is
written. There are likely to be
other users of this system.

 The answer to Question No.96 is: that just before the Katcher 5c „rayed‟ postage due
was announced, the NZZ carried an article on the then rarest stamp in their view, as
follows: On each sheet of 50 of the 1924 Fr.1.20 (Z.164/1) the error 'HFLVETIA' (with 'F'
instead of 'E') appears twice. The next year 2400 sheets were overprinted 'Societé des
Nations', but one sheet got inverted. Therefore the combination 'F' and inverted text must
exist, twice, somewhere!

 Question No.97 is: which Swiss stamps have been issued in connection with the SUVA?
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Did You Know?
 August 1980
 The 70c PTT Jubilee stamp is the only one of the set with an explanatory test, and that in
German. Probably, at the last moment someone realised it was the only one that would
not immediately be recognised by the housewife next door.

 In connection with this 50th anniversary there will be a special display at the PTT
Museum in Bern, starting on 5th September.

I hope to see it, and will report on it.

 The new special Souvenir No.3 pack, will be issued on this day for the same reason and
will contain not only mint blocks of each of the four PTT commemoratives, but also a
special recess printed multi-coloured miniature sheet (postally non-valid) at SFr.10 in any
of four languages, including English.

 It costs SFr.5 to have one‟s holiday mail re-directed, but this year one is given a colourful
postcard with publicity matter. On this card, in colour in the top left-hand corner, is
printed the symbol and text shown in the June issue of the Newsletter, but in four
languages, with English “Make friends - write cards” replacing the Romansch.
This card, with one of the four slogan cancellations, will be a collectable item.

 On the 2nd June a Telefunken ALF machine was put into service in Basel 2. So far only
the wavy line 'slogan‟ has been seen, having the same small size as used in the similar
machine in Geneva 1, i.e. 34 x 17 mm.

 Once again a small surprise comes from Luzern, another Registration variation, in that
the 'R' is a wider shape, and the number is only three-figure. So far this type has had
four figures (six in a couple of places). The two colours seem to be difficult to handle.
Lugano has always been all black and
Winterthur 1
all red, with
many
variations in
other places.

 The answer to Question No.97 is: in 1968 the 10c (Z.457) and in 1978 the three setenant 40c (Z.609-611). There were also slogans used at these times.

 Question No.98 is: which of the implements shown on the 1980 Pro Patria stamps could
have been useful in connection with a certain 5c stamp?
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Did You Know?
 September 1980
 The issue of the PTT Souvenir No.3 booklet has been thoroughly mismanaged by the
PTT's usually efficient Philatelic Bureau, as they did not realise that there would be big
interest in the perforated un-gummed vignette shown right.
To keep dealers out, this souvenir sheet was
not mentioned in the PTA, or in press notices,
so they are all annoyed as well.
It‟s not known where the price will end up, in
our perverted land of philately. At the moment
everyone is waiting for the doubtful news that
a reprint will be made by the PTT.
I ordered a small quantity of booklets on 30th
July, only to be told on 1st September that the
English version was sold out in Bern. However
the Philatelic counter in Zürich had them, but would only sell two per customer, all
languages together!
My daughter in Lausanne got the last five in English for me, but one could buy as many
of the others as one liked.
This was also the case at the actual sales counter in Bern, except for English and Italian.
St. Gallen on the other hand rationed from the beginning. Very annoying.

 No less than 20 different machine slogans in even more places were available for
suitable cancellation of the new stamps, as well as two for the new postcard. Usually the
PTT section which organises the circulation of the slogans has no idea what new stamps
will be issued, so many a chance is missed.
However, this was not too bad as they usually cannot do a good clean machine cancel in
any case. Too many Swiss machines have been far too long in service.

 The new Gibbons catalogue for Switzerland (with Italy) is not a good buy at £6.50, when
compared with the Amateur Collector Catalogue, or the all-colour small Zumstein at half
the price.

 The Swiss Fund for Furthering Philately has a capital of SFr.7.8m, but to-day's interest
rates of 2-3% will provide little income for daily use. They intend to increase radio and TV
promotion.

 In the latest issue of the BBZ is an interesting article on "50 Years PTT Stamp Printing
Works". The PTT head said on TV that modern methods of communication and franking
were reducing the demand for stamps and that this tendency could only increase in
future, but that the PTT was still trying to improve its standards.

 The answer to Question No.98 is: that the 5c of 1961 (Z.375) shows a brick wall which
could be built with the tools shown on the new 20c Pro Patria stamp.

 Question No.99 is: the new 70c stamp shows a stamp engraving being transferred to the
printing roller, but what stamp is it?
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Did You Know?
 October 1980
 The saga of the Souvenir No.3 sheet continues, in that the PTT were completely sold out
by the day of issue, and dealers are now asking between SFr.30 - 55, depending on
language. The vignette alone from SFr.20 - 30. The number printed will not be published.

 The PTT has published a book in German and French, on “50 Years of Swiss Printing
Works". Lavishly illustrated in colour, it sells at SFr.18, which includes a copy of the
above-mentioned vignette!

 The Gotthard maximum card was also sold out on the day of issue: Although this is only
the second, there are a number of interesting forerunners. In 1954 the PTT issued two
for the World Cup football matches, one for the first-day and one for the last-day, selling
at SFr.140 and 160 each to-day. Another card, issued in 1956, was for 50 Years of
Autopost, now selling at SFr.75.
These two were 'discovered' by readers of 'Philatelica', complete with the official PTT
announcements. The others are the six Folk Customs postcards, at about SFr.180 the
set. These were sold by the PTT at SFr.15 the set with blocks of four stamps.

 At the recent BPE, I thought that HPS member Ivan Tillen deserved better than only a
Diploma for his interesting "Retourzettel" display, especially when one looked at some of
the 'Bronze' thematic entries.

 Schwarzenbach in Zürich has published a catalogue of all FDCs "Ersttag-Katalog,
Schweiz - UNO Genf", at SFr.7.50. This covers more than the well-known Tanner
catalogue, in that single stamps with first-day cancel are also covered. Of note is his
statement that FDCs made before the PTT started in 1959, which are unaddressed, are
worth more than those with an address. This is because there is the illogical attitude in
Switzerland that an FDC should not have an address!

 The only place still selling some of the old poster reproductions as postcards is Zürich
Airport, Terminal B main bookstore. They now want 90c a piece, so it would be
worthwhile to find other places, further away from Zürich.

 The answer to Question No.99 is: that I think it shows the SFr.2.50 definitive of 1975
(Z.542).

 Question No.100 is: which Swiss stamps, other than SUVA issues, shows workmen?
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Did You Know?
 November 1980
 The set of four Souvenir No.3 booklets is now running at SFr.200 at some dealers but I
am not so sure that dealers are buying; they would rather exchange two German for one
Italian or English booklet. A side effect of this run is that two previous Souvenirs are now
sold out, following practically no sales for a year or so. So the PTT is pleased.

 The Postal District VI in Aarau has decided to open three Philatelic Counters at Aarau,
Baden and Zofingen. Usually, the full range of items is not offered at these counters, for
instance blank FDCs are not sold.

 The Office in Chur has about twenty covers of different resorts etc. on sale showing their
coats of arms in colour, or similar.

 During the recent annual UPU Consultative Meeting in Bern, for the first time, they would
not cancel their own special stamps, even if on a card or loose. Almost the last legitimate
method of getting such UN Agency stamps cancelled now removed. Pity.

 On the 1st October the truly world-famous philatelic firm of Zumstein & Cie in Bern,
celebrated their 75th Anniversary. Their authoritative house magazine, the Berner
Briefmarken Zeitung (BBZ) came out all in gold and carried articles on the history of the
firm, photos of all staff, descriptions of the instruments they have for examining stamps
and other items. Also pages in colour of beautiful items on sale.

 PTT Standing Order customers for special cancellations on cover got a pleasant surprise
recently when they received the Liechtenstein special cancel of 24.5.80 celebrating '50
Years of the Ring of FL Collectors" on a Swiss PTT cover and on Swiss stamps!

 For the first time the 25 Swiss Giro offices were allowed to cancel, by hand and machine,
covers with a stamp, i.e. that for their own Jubilee, on 5.9.80. One does occasionally see
covers cancelled with a „Checkamt‟ hand cancel, but these are all „under the counter'
private efforts.

 The answer to Question No.100 is: that workmen are also shown on the 50c of 1969
(Z.470) and on the 5c Pro Patria of 1947 (Z.34).

 Question No.101 is: when did the Swiss PTT change the colour of their letter boxes from
dark green to yellow?
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Did You Know?
 December 1980
 The PTT is in trouble with the Fund for Furthering Philately because their Jubilee book
on “75 Years of Swiss Printing Works" was heavily subsidised by the Fund, as it is a
handbook for all collectors on methods of printing, but now because of the "rare"
Souvenir No.3 sheet, the book costs SFr.75 from dealers, who bought it for as little as
SFr.10 from the PTT in bulk!
Some dealers in Zürich are asking for SFr.280 for a set of four of these Souvenir
booklets. However, they don't seem to be so keen on buying.
A number of specialists got their Souvenir sheetlets first-day cancelled by putting either a
small coil 10c stamp in the middle, or a stamp alongside. Silly I think to trick an
unsuspecting girl at the counter into this illegality.

 The 40c. Geneva definitive temporary issue with fibres is no longer on sale in Bern, but
Zürich Philatelic Bureau still has them. I have not seen many used ones about. Very
often they are somewhat lighter in colour than those without fibres, but there is always a
big range of colours in popular definitives as they are reprinted several times per year.

 Not many people take an interest in the printing dates and form numbers here, nor which
machine has been used, as shown in the relationship, date to sheet number.

 After 40 years of continuous service the PTT underground railway, running only 340m
from the Main station to the Main PO in Zürich, has been taken out of operation.
However, a new trackless wagon will be put into service soon. This will have an
electronic device which will follow a cable buried in the concrete floor.

 Liechtenstein has coil machines which issue stamps made up from sheets, so that
collectors go after the joins. Now special issue stamps will be used instead of the
previous definitives, giving more variety, and certainly more sales. Switzerland did this
too, but only for the „Landi‟ in Zürich and Expo in Lausanne.

 The answer to Question No.101 is: and a surprise to all persons I have asked -1939, for
the „Landi‟ held in Zürich. In 1949 the colour was changed slightly from a straw-yellow to
the present orange-yellow. However, yellow was introduced in 1850 to unify the colours
previously used by the separate Cantons and to establish the right of way for PTT
vehicles on all roads, but letter-boxes were all dark green until 1939.

 Question No.102 is: that although „offset‟ has never been used to print Swiss stamps, a
recent item was produced this way. What is it?

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 12

Did You Know?
 January 1981
 With 24 new stamps announced by the PTT for 1981, the upper limit for
commemoratives is being reached, as the 'normal' is 18, but of course this is still
ridiculous when compared to some countries.

 The PTT has stated that at least ten years must elapse before a subject can be used
again on a stamp, yet the Pro Juventute „arms of Wolfenschiessen‟ would clash with the
70c definitive of 1967, and the coming 'Restoration of St. Pierre' in Geneva with the
same subject on the 40c.

 The number of special postmarks has risen again this year; Local publicity „K‟, from 47 to
54; Specials including MPO‟s from 67 to 71, and machine slogans from 79 to 84. The
trend is still upwards.

 I found the article by Dr. Ganz on 'Parcel Labels' fascinating (published in the Newsletter,
1980), especially the old ones. For once I can answer one of his questions. The 'G'
mentioned in the November part was mentioned in the DYK column of August 1976
when it was first introduced, to indicate a 'Gross' or 'Grand' customer to whom the PTT
would give a rebate if the year's postage paid exceeded a certain large amount. Mainly
for mail order firms.

 The slogan illustrated has been used for the last few years during December, all over
Switzerland, in the three separate languages. The Italian one, clearly impressed, is
rather rare. All Italian language slogans are hard to come by, as there are only five or six
machines in use in the Canton
Ticino, compared with much higher
numbers north of the Alps.

 All Swiss letter boxes are now being modified to accept roll film, in that a special shaped
widening of the slot is filed in on old boxes and provided in new ones from the factory.
Pressure from Kodak, etc?

 All letter boxes now show details of all collections, plus if appropriate, times of collection
at the nearest railway station. This is usually about 7 pm, 7 days a week.

 The answer to Question No.102 is: the 1980 postcard, printed for the first time by offset.
 Question No.103 is a bit different. I have just received a letter from the UK, weight 67g,
franked with 25p, with a circular 'To Pay' fraction, from Glasgow T 8/13½.
should I have to pay here in Switzerland?
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Did You Know?
 February 1981
 Once upon a time the PTT used the colour of stamp booklet covers as a guide to the
make-up and total value of the contents. Since the introduction of the cut panes and
single value of SFr.5, they now use a different colour for each edition, roughly a year's
supply.
This is the answer I have received from the PTT, because I had noticed that the original
cut pane booklets had salmon pink covers, then a year ago dark blue appeared (as
noted in this column) with new adverts, now I have just bought green-covered booklets,
with the same adverts.
They swear that this is not a dodge to increase sales, which could be true as very few
collect booklets here. There‟s more interest in the UK and Germany.

 A suggestion was made in the Swiss parliament last year that sports stamps with
premium (as with Pro Juventute and Pro Patria) should be considered by the PTT.
This idea has not been well received by philatelists. The German ones have not been
popular.

 Last year, Groth AG (Philatelica Monthly) printed more than 5m FDC and max cards, for
a large range of subjects in Switzerland, UN, FL., space projects etc.

 On the 9th March this year, by popular request, the PTT will use a
three-language first-day cancel which remains neutral. Illustrated
cancellations are only used for Pro Juventute and Pro Patria issues.
See illustration:

 On the 12th November 1980, the Ticino PO of 6936 Cademario was broken into, and
amongst other items their canceller was stolen. Until a replacement could be made an
emergency rectangular canceller was used, unannounced as could be expected.
However, according to the BBZ, the new one will be made with a 'secret‟ variation from
the original, so that incorrect usage, on giro forms, etc., can easily be detected by the
PO.

 There will be an international Air and Space philatelic exhibition in the Transport
Museum in Luzern, the „LURABA 81', from 20-29 March.

 The 14th REGIOPHIL will be held in St. Gallen from 11-13 September.
 The answer to Question No.103 was: either SFr.1.05 or nothing.
 Question No.104 is: when was the first PTT folder for new issues put out?
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Did You Know?
 March 1981
 On 13 February, Karl Bickel celebrated his 95th birthday with TV interviews and
newspaper articles. Philatelists tend to forget that the creation of dozens of wonderful
line-engraved stamps is only a part of his artistic output.

 From 2-5 April 1981, a Class III exhibition in Winterthur, the
'WIBRA', will be held as part of the de-centralizing programme.

 Last summer (DYK, August 1980) I mentioned the postcards the PTT distributed, with
the four-language slogan "Write cards - make friends". Now I find several versions have
been issued with a snow-scene.

 The Rapp auction of last November had a turnover of SFr.33m. Lot 1796 made history at
SFr.260000, a Type 34 Rayon II with frame, on cover, from the Grandson sheet, poorly
cancelled on the second, 2.10.1850.

 Wengen, one of the last places that used to have
a 'K' cancel and has had a machine for years, has
now introduced a slogan, a most attractive picture.
See illustration right.

 I have often thought that it would be useful if one could obtain a photocopy of a specific
exhibit at an exhibition, for reference and study. A step in the right direction is when the
information is published, as is the case with the prize-winning 'Geneva' study by AHPS
member Lt. Col. Charles LaBlonde in Zumstein's BBZ.

 The answer to Question No.104 is: 1956, 25 years ago. Since then 180 numbered
folders have been issued, with mint or cto stamps. At first the mint stamps were hinged,
but for the last 10 years or so Hawid strips have been used.

 Question No.105 is: which Swiss stamp first carried publicity for a coming event, as
opposed to a commemorative?
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Did You Know?
 April 1981
 Last year, the PTT got into trouble with late delivery of new issues, this year seems to be
worse. Standing orders were delivered on time, but items which had to be ordered
separately - the two cards and small sheet, have still not been delivered to all. In fact the
1000 letters of apology they rushed out were soon out of stock, I have received neither.

 There is apparently a mistake in the French text on the new 40c stamp, which reads
“Année de l'handicap” (note Franglais); this should be “Année du handicape”.

 In 1970 the PTT issued three slogans “Work in a Hospital” in each of the three
languages. Unfortunately the Italian was spelt “L‟hospedale”. An SVP member ordered
his usual five of each new slogan and got the error.

As the machine was then stopped and the slogan removed for rectification, this slogan,
sold to his friends for 70c has become the greatest Swiss rarity. The first one auctioned
sold for SFr.200 at the SVP club auction held in Thun on 21st March. This will increase
interest in slogans.

 At the same auction the well-known 'Wil St.Gallen' local publicity cancel, plus two of the
slogans, went for SFr.120 and 155 respectively, which is less than the SFr.320 paid at
the recent Rölli auction, where there were far more non-SVP members.

 The Langenthal & District Philatelic Club celebrate their Golden Jubilee in April with a
small exhibition and publication of an excellent booklet giving the Club history and Post
Offices, and is well illustrated with old postcards etc. It shows all postmarks and
cancellations used from the time of the Fischer Post to the new publicity slogan, which
comes out on their anniversary. Included in the publication are all station cancels,
MPO‟s, slogans, dater dies, etc., a wonderful example for all other clubs to follow.

 In the latest issue of “Postgeschichte” by Hans Schwarzenbach, Zürich, the story of the
Rigi posts is concluded.

 The answer to Question No.105 is: that the first Swiss stamp to carry publicity for a
coming event was in fact the nine stamps issued for the 1939 National Exposition, which
contained the first Swiss combined line-engraved and photogravure stamps.

 Question No.106 is: which stamp shows a five-in-hand coach?
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Did You Know?
 May 1981
 The 1981 edition of the PTT Postcodes (alphabetical) has just been released. As with
last year it lists all the Jura PO‟s and other recent changes. Write direct to the GD 3030
Bern for a copy.

 The Fund for Furthering Philately has nearly SFr.8m capital, even after supporting a
number of events in 1980. With interest rates below 3% it is not creating much income.

 The cancellation used for the 'Day of Aero-Philately' at Lodrino in Canton Ticino on
25.4.81 is certainly one of the
poorest ever produced. The
official cover, in the usual US size (smaller than C6) is very
attractive, showing one of the three Swiss JU 52s dropping a stick
of parachutists in the Alps. More reminiscent of Crete in 1941 than
Switzerland in 1981. These 1937 planes, still in perfect condition,
are about to be phased out from the Swiss Air Force.

 The 'Regiophil XIV' will be held in St. Gallen from 10-13 September. Prices in
Switzerland are not rising very much, relative to the UK, so that such visits and holidays
are becoming a good option.

 Another interesting exhibition, the JUPHILA, will be held in Biel from 2-4 October, for
junior collectors from France and Switzerland.

 At the last Rölli auction at Villars, K.13 with cloud, on a very rare PTT folder, fetched
SFr.3000. The highest price for any Swiss cancellation.

 This year will see the installation of the 20,000th business franking machine. This trend
is shown in the dropping figures of stamps printed. In 1979, 390m definitives and 347m
specials.

 On 29th March Erwin Bosshard died. As head of the PTT Stamp Department he had
been a friend of philatelists for nearly two decades, being the son of a postman and
himself a collector. One of his main works was the creation of the 'Fund', quite one of the
most important events for our hobby.

 The answer to Question No.106 is: the 20c of 1949 (Z.No.292).
 Question No.107 is: which 'Day of the Stamp‟ postcard also shows a five in hand mail
coach (this seems to be a typically Swiss arrangement)?
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Did You Know?
 June 1981
 Due to the postponement of the Pope‟s visit to Switzerland, the special cancellation had
to be withdrawn. We will never know how many covers were sent is before the attack,
but it seems certain that none had actually been cancelled
(remember the Jura debacle).
As the cancellation shows the Einsiedeln Monastery as well, untold
numbers of stamps of the old historical Monuments series SFr.1.70,
2.00 and 2.20 will have been stuck on covers ready for cancelling.

 In the April edition of the BBZ, Zumstein report that, amongst collectors, there is a ratio
of 4 to 1 against the PTT issuing an annual set of stamps with a surcharge for a Sports
fund. We will see if a trial is made next year, it is beginning to look likely.

 The Swiss Ganzsachenverein (Postal History Club) intends to publish a
handbook/catalogue on „R‟ labels. The first part has appeared in their monthly bulletin.

 An interesting error occurred recently in the printing of a 'book' of 1000 „R‟ labels, in that
the eighth label of each strip of ten was for an entirely different PO. The postmaster had
used thirty such strips before a collector pointed out the error to him.
He always cancelled, quite unnecessarily, not only the stamps but every „R‟ label as well.
This provided proof that the wrong label had not been stuck on later, but also that he was
not exactly looking at what he was cancelling!

 On the back of the recent Anker maximum card (a deserved success) is mentioned that
the original hangs in the Lausanne Art Gallery. I have now read that there are three
versions of this painting, one of which is in the Sheffield Art Gallery. I would be grateful if
a member there in the UK could check what the differences are - if the picture is really
there at all.

 The poor Lodrino cancellation (see DYK, May 1981) had to be remade due to a spelling
error is the Italian text. The original cancel is shown on page 126 of the April SBZ, as
part of a mock up, with AEROFILETALIA. This was corrected in time to
AEROFILATELIA. So it appears that sometimes the PTT do notice their mistakes in
Italian spelling and grammar.

 The answer to Question No.107 is: the card of 1943 showing the famous painting of a
Gotthard post coach, by Rudolf Kohler, on display in the Zürich Art Gallery.

 Question No.108 is about stone heaving, shown on the latest 80c Europa stamp, and on
which other two stamps?
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Did You Know?
 July 1981
 Mr. Katcher will be surprised to learn that according to the 'WIPA' catalogue a 5c rayedcentre postage due stamp was on show at the exhibition in the green of the 1883 issue.
Unfortunately, the text for that page of illustrations was not printed,

 New foreign postal rates were introduced by the PTT on the 1st July. Main points of
interest are that: Registration increases from 70c to SFr.1, but the compensation goes up
to SFr.150; the airmail first step is raised from 5 to 10g and all letter mail goes by air
now, in two categories, Europe (CEPT) and Mediterranean countries, and the rest. More
or less a reduction to most people.

 Collectors of International Reply Coupons may be interested to know that the German
'Congress' together with the Swiss Ganzsachenverein has issued a catalogue covering
the world. Of the four basic types, all printed in Switzerland, no less than 47 varieties are
known for Switzerland, since they first came out in 1907.

 During a recent visit to the FRAMA Co. in Lauperswil, in Emmental, I learnt that the six
machines in England will start their trials in September this year. The modifications made
in response to PO requests will make operation less easy than the original Swiss label
issuing machines.

 In June, the Kirchenfeld suburb of Bern, where the Postal Museum and the majority of
embassies are located, celebrated its 100 year Jubilee.
The then still open fields were bought up by a London
based Bern Land Co. Ltd., who developed it with the cooperation of the authorities. Still the most pleasant part of
Bern.

 At the recent Corinphila auction in Zürich, SFr.19,000 plus 10%, was paid for a 'Zürich 6'
on cover, from Thalweil to Uster, in perfect condition. Cat, value was 5,000.

 The answer to Question No.108 is: the 10c Pro Juventute of 1932 and the 10c Pro Patria
of 1950.

 Question No.109 is: from which Canton does the girl, on the current 'Europa' stamp,
come from?
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Did You Know?
 August 1981
 No little consternation was caused amongst SVP members on receiving a letter from the
Field Post Office Director stating "that the collection of any Field Post or other Military
cancellations was expressly forbidden by law”.
This letter resulted from a member's request to military barracks for cancellations,
previously requested successfully at other places. This was taken up by the SVP and the
FPO had to climb down a bit in that they said "requesting" from outside is not allowed.
The interest in such cancels is increasing. At the 'WIBRA' there was an important exhibit
on the early FPO cancels by B. Stuts of Winterthur.

 All exhibitors at 'LEMANEX 1978‟ received an excellent present, an A4 sized well
illustrated “Les Postes du Valais" by Louis Vuille. It could not be purchased they said.
Now I find that it is on sale at the PTT Museum in Bern at SFr.12 in French only; well
worth it for the specialist.

 The new large sized Express label No.236.34 of 1978 (which has to be stamped with the
date) is also available as a self-adhesive, and more difficult to collect.

 A machine cancellation slogan is being used at Interlaken from 1st August until 6th
September to publicise the Unspunnen 'Costume and Alp-herds Festival', of which the
stone depicted on the 'Europa‟ stamp (and others) is shown.
The weight of this stone is 83.5 kg and it has been
heaved to the record distance of 2.4 metres. It carries the
date 1805, but might be even older.

 In reply to an SVP Member's question about the Geneva 'bulge' postmarks of c.1880, the
two most informative answers were received from HPS members, E.J. Rawnsley and
C.J. LaBlonde. The SVP Editor mentioned the high level of knowledge to be found in the
UK. Monthly publications are exchanged by the way.

 A few months ago, Max Frei, the Technical Director of Helio Courvoisier, retired after 35
years' service, a period during which many tremendous changes have been made in
stamp printing. When Max joined the company, they had a staff of six.

 The PTT Souvenir No.2, portraits of men who became Swiss, was reprinted, but in
German only. This edition has '30 000 d' after the No. Whether this difference will boost
the price or not is doubtful, as the prices being asked for all three souvenirs have come
down recently.

 The answer to Question No.109 is: that the girl shown on the 40c 'Europa' stamp comes
from Canton Vaud, judging by the little knob at the top of her straw hat.

 Question No.110 is: why on the recent Pro Patria stamp is the 'French word 'Bureau'
used for a PO in German-speaking Graubünden, i.e. Splügen?

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 8

Did You Know?
 September 1981
 No doubt you have all found the discrepancy between the two “Crossbow - Buy Swiss”
stamps, the first issued in 1958 commemorating 25 years and the second, just issued for
50 years, 1931-1981.
However, back in 1957, a slogan was
issued in three languages, also
claiming 25 years - and they say time
is the art of the Swiss!

 I recently purchased from Zumstein‟s a copy of the booklet issued in 1978 by the
„Studiegroep Zwitserland' of Holland, to celebrate their 10 years of activity. The text is in
Dutch and German. The main article covers, in more detail than I have seen elsewhere,
the TPO cancels used on Swiss Federal and private railways, giving the number of every
train per cds. Postmarks of all lake steamers, too, by W.J. Pfeiffer.

 The present exhibition in the PTT Museum in Bern has 20 frames from the 'Electricity'
thematic collection of Dr. R. Portman, a retired dentist of Bern. He is one of the leading
instructors and supporters of junior philately.

 I have found some copies of the booklets published by the Rhӓtische Bahn in 1968,
showing maps of all routes, with photos in colour, also some of locomotives.
Text in German, French, Italian and English. 24pages, about 20x20 cm. Interesting
background information for TPO collectors.

 For anyone keen on collecting famous Swiss on non-Swiss stamps, there has been a set
of seven issued recently by Romania. The 55 Lei value shows a St. Bernard dog.

 It‟s not just the UK that has trouble in finding the perfect luminescence substance for
their stamps. Germany also, but the Basel firm of Sandoz has produced a new
substance „Cartex DP‟, which, after three years of trials, is to be adopted.

 With more than 4,000 lots, the Rölli auction of 17-19 September seems to be putting an
amazing variety of material in front of collectors. Only FL and CH material, but stamps,
cards, letters etc., with special emphasis on cancellations, and good quality.

 The answer to Question No.110 is: that 'Bureau' is a typical French word used in
German-speaking parts of Switzerland. Often spelt 'Buro' in German to-day. These
French words sometimes make it difficult for Germans to understand Swiss who are
doing their best to speak „High-German‟.

 Question No.111 is: which other Swiss stamps show a crossbow?

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 9

Did You Know?
 October 1981
 Zumstein will catalogue three new variations of the Frama machine labels as a new
fibreless white paper (Z4) and a less smeary ink, being more orange than carmine, (Z5
on fibre paper, Z6 on white are now being used).
Which combination, Z4 or Z5, will be the rarest one cannot tell yet, as ink and paper are
being replaced haphazardly in hundreds of vending machine. Old paper and old ink is
Z3.

 This new quick-drying ink was introduced because of trade union pressure (which is
rarely necessary in Switzerland) as counter clerks could not clean their fingers after
working with the pre-cancelled parcel labels, also Frama machines now in use in many
PO‟s.

 In recent months, usage of the Furka-Oberalp Railway summer-only stretch from
Oberwald to Realp has been hectic. Next year the new tunnel will be in use allowing allyear service from the Valais to Graubünden. As I experienced myself it was standing
room only, and twice the number of trains. As no postal service is provided it was
pointless attempting to get a Gletsch station cancel. PTT post is carried of course.

 Typical of the UN Geneva overload and general chaos, is the notification I received on
16th September of one of their ridiculous exhibition cachets for the „Riccione 81‟, 29
August to 1st September.

 There is a new type of red franking machine
dater die in use since about 10th September
1981, for the placeless cancellations of
computerised mail from some of the big banks.

 W. Sturzenegger has just published an 80 page a5 booklet, in German
"Sehenwürdigkeiten der Schweiz" or "Sights of Switzerland", illustrated with enlarged
stamps, postmarks and PTT postcard pictures of 76 interesting places. A joy to look at,
with a delightful text. A copy is available from the HPS Library.

 The answer to Question No.111 is: that a crossbow is shown on the many Tell and Tell
Boy stamps, starting in 1907, also on the 60c of the 1941 Historical set (Z.244).

 Question No.112 is about the Diet of Stans. Which stamps show the saving adviser
Niklaus van der Flue?
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Did You Know?
 November 1981
 On the 20th October the PTT Philatelic Sales Counter in Bern moved to new Offices in
the Zeughausgasse 19 (Artillery Lane) almost opposite Zumstein's. The new location is
most appropriate as it is in the renovated „Rathaus des Aeusseren Standes‟, in which the
founding conference of the UPU was held in 1874. Old canceller still in use I‟m told.
The old offices in Parkterrasse 10, which were so difficult to find, will remain for mail
orders etc.

 In addition to the nine main Philatelic Offices (Bern, Geneva, Lausanne, Basel, Zürich,
Luzern, St. Gallen, Chur and Lugano) there are an increasing number of PO‟s with a
Philatelic Counter at which a limited range of items can be bought. Airports, Shopping
Centres, Zürich Main Station and resorts like St. Moritz, Gstaad, etc.

 The SFr.10 stamp, St. Mark (Z.382) can turn from blue to green if left in strong sunlight,
so don't fall for colour varieties at a good price.

 The RSV (Rollenmarken-Sammlerverein = Coil-Stamp Society) has organised about
fourteen talks in various parts of Switzerland so far this year. Membership has risen from
the original 50 in 1974 to the present 450.

 The SVP (Postmark Society) has published a second Edition of their very successful
"Local Publicity Datestamp Handbook" (K cancels) which includes all cds up to the end
of 1979. Price is SFr.29, in German and French. Also includes the updated tables of the
Supplement issued in 1980.

 A remarkable exhibition has been held in Oberaegeri, Canton Zug, on the creation an4
printing of postage stamps, based on the work of Heinrich Heusser, who died in 1979.
He engraved a large number of Swiss and Liechtenstein stamps, for instance the four
postal history stamps of 1960, high values of 1961 (the Evangelists) and present folklore
definitives.

 At the end of November 1981, Zumstein will issue the 23rd edition of their specialised
catalogue/handbook.

 The PTT Printing Works in Bern has received the order to print a six value set on old
writing for the Faroe Islands.

 The answer to Question No.112 is: Niklaus van der Flue is shown on the 30c Pro
Juventute of 1929 (Z.52), and the 10c Pro Juventute of 1937 (Z.82), and the SFr.5
definitive of 1938 (Z.217). He died in 1487.

 Question No.113 is: which Swiss stamps show the UPU building in Bern?
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Did You Know?
 December 1981
 The PTT have just announced they are planning to increase the internal postal rates in
1984, i.e. the present 40c (for letters up to 250g) will become 50c. This is because the
Federal Government expects them to hand over at least SFr.150m every year.

 Work has started on a new building for the PTT Postal Museum in Bern, situated behind
the Historical Museum at Helvetia Platz, where the present Postal Museum shares a
building with the Alpine Museum.

 For the first time, this year's set of four Pro Juventute stamps will all have an LP cancel,
three having their first-day with the relevant stamp. Only the 40c Benken has had a
pictorial cancellation for years.

 At the opening of the new Bureau in Bern on 20.10.81, Guido Nobel, PTT chief, gave
some interesting information, that they have 70 staff for philatelic offices, which handle
185,000 regular customers, 80,000 outside Switzerland.

 It is now possible to place a standing order for PTT maximum cards, souvenirs and
booklets, only PK so far.

 In 1982 there will be a small sheet of 10 x 40c stamps for the Gotthard Railway
Centenary, and that the middle value definitive will start to have a new series of 'Signs of
the Zodiac'. Not very original, and limited to twelve values, or pictures at least.

 A good example of useful co-operation between a Museum and a local Philatelic Society
is given by the preparation and presentation of ten frames to the Swiss Air Force
Museum in Dübendorf by the Glatt Valley Philatelic Society.
In October seven7 frames were put on display showing all the soldier stamps, mint and
on cover, of all squadrons and the attached services. Three frames are to follow with
cancellations of the balloon and anti-aircraft units, etc.

 The Swiss Transport Museum in Luzern, one of the most-visited Museums in Europe,
also has some extensive thematic collections of the highest standard on all types of
transport.

 The answer to Question No.113 is: that the UPU building in Bern is shown on the two
stamps of 1924, for the 50th anniversary, Z.167-168. Also in 1978 on the 80c Europa
(Z.608).

 Question No.114 goes back to Question No.108 - which other Swiss stamps show a girl
in a hat similar to that on the 40c Europa of 1981?
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Did You Know?
 January 1982
 In 1982 the PTT will introduce 30 day invoices for all inland deliveries of stamps. This
must be the first time any postal administration trusts its customers so much, all others
want payment in advance or offer COD only.

 The latest Zumstein Specialised catalogue, at SFr.42.50, contains a fabulous amount of
essential information for all collectors. A welcome addition is the ten pages of tariff
details, although foreign registered seems to have been left out.
Twenty pages are devoted to Coil stamps, and there are two pages on the vending
machine labels.

 The set of the first four vending machine labels, A1-A4, is catalogued at SFr.110 (mint or
used) irrespective of values shown. Groth finds that SFr.150 is correct, but he will sell a
set of four FDC‟s at SFr.195, where Zumstein says 400. The fact is Groth is buying (until
stocked up) a set of four labels at SFr.100 each.
The new types 4 and 5 (see October 1981 issue of the Newsletter) of these labels have
settled down, making type 5 the rarest, as the paper was changed almost all over before
the ink was changed, so that SFr.4 is being asked by Groth. What price a genuine
cover?

 Many places with a common postcode (PLZ) are now getting their own individual
number.

 The Swiss graphic artist Rene Baur of Geneva designed the Ettore Bugatti stamp of
Monaco (5.11.81). He also runs a philatelic business, is builder of model cars and a
specialist for the stamps of Monaco.

 The small sheet of 10 x 40c stamps for 100 Years of the Gotthard railway tunnel to be
issued on 18.2.82, are arranged in a peculiar way; in three columns. On the left five
stamps showing a steam loco; in the middle a valueless vignette, showing a scene from
the Airolo monument; while the right-hand column has five stamps showing a modern
electric loco. Single stamps will be sold over the counter.

 The answer to Question No.114 is: that a girl of Vaud is shown on the 10c Pro Juventute
stamp of 1916 and 5c of 1933. The typical hat with its little knob at the top is also shown
on the 10c special stamp of 1935.

 Question No.115 is: which Swiss stamp shows a mended pot?
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Did You Know?
 February 1982
 The necessity for the 30c definitive stamp, to be issued on 25 November 1982, is due to
the demand for this additional value at PO counters. This has resulted in an
unprecedented reprinting of the old 30c Simmental definitive of 1973. I have found such
a reprinting dated 4.VIII.81 at local PO‟s.

 History was made with slogan No.1.94, issued on Monday 4th January. It is the first
slogan to have appeared in five languages, as the first four-language slogan came in
1980 (see June 1980 issue of the Newsletter) German, French, Italian and combined
German with Romansch (using the dialect of Surselva). This latest slogan is in Ladin,
another of the five Romansch dialects.
The slogan is also the first from the group "Postal Publicity" to be used on a Klüssendorf
cancelling machine, shown by the 28 mm diameter dater die.

 In two special exhibitions the PTT will show, for the first time, original printing plates of
the 'Cross & Numeral' and 'Standing Helvetia' stamps of 1882. The first is in Zofingen 2021 March, the second in Lausanne 27-28 March. Extensive collections of the stamps
themselves will also be shown.
For the above, Zumstein are publishing a remarkable book on the most popular of all
Swiss stamp issues “100 Years of Standing Helvetia”, in German & French, 260 A4
pages, 16 colour prints, 1500 other illustrations, at SFr.98.

 From 29 January- 6 February, another Philatelic Exhibition was held in the large
Glattzentrum shopping centre, just outside Zürich. On Fridays and Saturdays there were
also large bourses with dealers in all the main concourses. In this way a tremendous
boost is given to philately.

 The answer to Question No.115 is: the 15c Pro Patria of 1973 (Z.158).
I admit that only when I saw an enlargement of this stamp, in the house magazine of the
Sandoz chemical firm of Basel, did I realise it had been mended!
A large number of Celtic pre-Roman finds have been made during factory excavations at
this site, giving much background to the early history of Basel.

 Question No.116 is: which was the first multi-coloured Swiss stamp?
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Did You Know?
 March 1982
 The first Swiss „Great Train Robbery‟ happened just outside Lugano on the 1st February
in the late evening, when the Genoa-Zürich express was stopped and all bags removed
at gunpoint. The PTT estimates that about SFr.1.5m is missing, as only ten bags, of
many more, were taken. The five/six robbers got across the nearby border to Italy by
rowing boat.
If some of the ordinary mail is recovered, what will be stamped onto the covers –
“delayed by robbers”?

 From 31st July to 8th August the 'LIBA 82' will be held in Vaduz, a must for all
Liechtenstein collectors.

 Another very interesting exhibition will be held in the Transport Museum in Luzern from
11-13 June, to celebrate 100 Years of the Gotthard railway, the Railway P.S. and
Thematic Clubs are having competitions too.

 On 1st June 1882, in „The Black Ox', the Philatelic Club of Basel was founded. To
celebrate this jubilee various events have been planned, including an Exhibition and
Bourse, from 24-28 September in the Mustermesse building, and the publication of a
major book on the “Strubels" by Walter d'Aujourd'hui.

 Marc Moser has brought out another book on his favourite subject "Botenwesen", i.e.
postal messengers of the Middle Ages. This one is about the Abbey of Muri. Vol.1 15961684, with a number of modern photos etc. give depth to the study.

 The Local Publicity (LP) cancel K.844 of Mund, in the Valais between Brig and Visp,
shows a saffron plant grown there uniquely since time immemorial. This plant comes
from Kashmir and is used as a spice and colouring dye, but how did it get to Switzerland
and only to this village!
It had nearly died out, when in 1978 a guild was founded to promote
its cultivation; now with 62 members; and a record harvest of 100
grams is expected from new bulb imported from Kashmir. Dried, it in
used in rice and the local bread.

 The answer to Question No.116 is: the set of tax stamps of 1910. Printed in red & bluegreen in letter-press, they show the Eiger, Mönch & Jungfrau peaks of the Bernese
Oberland.

 Question No.117 is: which Swiss stamp has its period of validity printed on its face?
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Did You Know?
 April 1982
 In February this year the PITT published the official sales figures for a number of issues,
the 1960 definitives (proof that those can now be considered dead) and a number of
special issues from 1928 until the „Pro Aero‟ of 1981. A few of the 1960 issue had been
given before, as shown in Zumstein, this seems to complete the list, for plain (W) and
phosphor (L) paper.
The 10c had the highest quantity, and highest ratio of W to L, namely 1,488m to 139m.
Only three values had fewer W than L: 40c; 75c; and 80c.
The rarest is the 15c brown muleteer and mule on L paper, only 6m, but 28m on W.

 For some reason the 90c Schaffhausen Munot castle is still being used up in a number
of PO‟s, taken from reserve stocks I suspect. These stocks are regularly up-dated and
are held in case of emergency.

 The 1981 'PEN' catalogue supplementary sheets have come out, with a newly
discovered oval cachet of 1870 used in Zürich for the Federal Shooting Match. Also
included are a number of price corrections.

 A new term is creeping in: 'FD' for 'Früh-Datum', i.e. early date, for those stamps for
which an official day of issue is not known. Not to be confused with 'FDC', which is also
used in German; usually a decorated cover having souvenir value.

 The PTT Museum now has a show of Gotthard material, until 27th June, jointly opened by
the Directors of the PTT and SBB. Together with the show in Luzern, mentioned last
month, a lot of interesting items will be presented for this important centenary.

Two slogans will be used in
several places, in German
(north of the Alps), and
Italian in the south, as
shown.

 The German giant new-issue firm, Sieger, has placed an advert, for his Swiss agent firm,
on all transparent envelopes used by the PTT for mint stamps. So many have sent in the
coupon that information on albums, accessories etc. is out of print, but one does get the
gift pair of nice gold-plated tweezers. I don't know what happens if a UK address is
given!

 The answer to Question No.117 is: the first Pro Juventute stamp of 1913.
 Question No.118 is: although there was no philatelic recognition in 1981, to mark 450
years since the death of the Swiss reformer, there had been a stamp issued with his
portrait. Who was he and when was the stamp issued?
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Did You Know?
 May 1982
 An interesting catalogue/handbook “Automatenmarken, Paketannahmemarken” has
been published by the author Rene Amrein, on all the various types of Swiss vending
machine and parcel labels. In German, A5, 80 pages of which 8 are in good colour, at
SFr.14.50.
Note that the pre-cancelled parcel labels are not recognised by Zumstein, and many
collectors, as being 'stamps' at all.

 A certain amount of excitement has been caused by the revelation of how collectors
have tried to make vending machines produce misprints by spraying in liquids and
gasses, to block the reels. In winter, water vapour has frozen up the wheels, and some
thought they could reproduce this effect.

 The 'Philajeunex 82' held in Bulle over Easter, celebrated 75 Years
since Tell's son Walter first appeared on Swiss stamps in 1907.
510 frames were on show by young philatelists, 81 Swiss and 29
foreign.

 In Canton Aargau there are now three philatelic counters in operation, in Aarau, Baden
and Zofingen main PO‟s.

 For collectors of Swiss symbols on foreign stamps, France issued a FFr.1.90 stamp on
15 March for the Bale-Mulhouse airport. The tail of a Swiss plane can just be seen
behind a prominent French plane.

 According to the SBZ, it seems some collectors are paying, SFr.5 to 10 for individual
vignettes from the 'Lemanex' block, so perhaps one should be advised to hang onto the
Gotthard one.

 Quite a lot of these Gotthard stamps are found on ordinary mail, with and without
vignette. The PTT could hardly cope with orders for FDCs, and had to reprint covers, a
rare thing.

 Winterthur is in the cancellation news lately. Due to last minute efforts of the Philatelic
Society, a belated slogan could be made for 'Technorama‟ and also an MPO and special
cds for the opening on 8-9 May. Then on 27 May the Pro Patria FDC and cds show the
crown of the well-known 'Krone Hotel‟ in Winterthur.

 The answer to Question No.118 is: Ulrich Zwingli, the Swiss reformer shown on the 10c
of 1969 (Z.471), and who died in 1531.

 Question No.119 is: which stamps have been issued for Winterthur?
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Did You Know?
 June 1982
 On 23rd May all train, ship and bus timetables in Switzerland changed from the old
historical to "Standard interval scheduling", increasing the number of trains by 20-30%
This upheaval only affects philately a little, in that TPO route numbers are changed in
many cases.

 In place of the old 1:500'000 Railway map of Switzerland, the SBB have just issued a
new 1:300'000 map showing all the new route numbers etc. for SFr.9.80.

 On 24th May Bassersdorf PO was again in a building, after nearly 20 years in a
'temporary' wooden hut. Parcels can be 'handed in' at any time through a special chute,
and stamps obtained from a larger range of vending machines. The suggested 'K' cds
did not appear for the opening.
A weighing machine is also accessible day and night. The opening times have been
extended to the Swiss standard, of 7.30 to 12.00, then 13.45 to 1800, with 7.30 to 11.00
on Saturdays. As before there will be two deliveries per day, except for one on Saturday
and none on Sunday, although during this time and in the evenings Express letters can
fetched from the railway station, which also empties the posting box at the station once
per weekend day.

 New booklets appeared in April, unannounced by the PTT as usual. See separate article
in the Newsletter, June 1982.

 The PTT Printing Works in Bern supplied the two values which appeared in Luxembourg
on 4th May 1982. This is not the first order from this customer.

 Preparations are well in hand for the 'TEMBAL '83' exhibition in Basel from 21st - 29th
May 1983, for thematic collections.

 A new philatelic publication has appeared “Prattler Phila-Post” from Chreusa-Phil in
Pratteln, near Basel. Good articles on machine cancellations in the first number.

 The answer to Question No.119 is: that the following five stamps have been issued with
a Winterthur subject, not many for the 6th largest city in Switzerland: 10c Pro Juventute
of 1928 shows the city arms, and the 5c Pro Juventute of 1961 Jonas Furrer, federal
councillor; in 1980 the City Hall is shown on the 70c and in 1981 another 20c special
stamp was issued for the just-opened 'Technorama', while in 1982 the 80c Pro Patria
shows the Hotel Krone.

 Question No.120 is: which other commemorative can be linked to the 20c above?
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Did You Know?
 July 1982
 A week after taking over their new Post Office in Bassersdorf, the K.875 cds was issued.
Not very imposing, but it shows a school house, not very common on 'K' cds.

The school house was built in 1904 to replace the previous one of
1829. It now houses the village library and some offices. On the left
is indicated the rebuilt village offices, and on the right the „Löw (Lion)
Landgast Haus' of considerable age. David Niven knows the
restaurant, I‟m told. Population of Bassersdorf is nearly 6000.

 The Furka tunnel opened on 25.6.82 after a four week delay. Cost four times original
estimate. Special cds a railway wagon for taking cars through from the Rhöne to the
Rhine valley in winter, now possible for the first time. Realp at eastern end also decided
to have a 'K‟ cds on the 25th, showing the new tunnel opening.

 There are 167 ships, with a total carrying capacity of 63,000 persons, operating on Swiss
lakes and rivers this summer. I guess there must be about 30 which have a letter posting
box on board and a private cachet for all items posted there.

 The PTT will not issue the old style Year Set of stamps in the nice red wallet at the end
of 1982, but instead a folder with descriptions in four languages (including English) of
each stamp. This will exclude the UN officials.

 The special exhibition, from 29th June to 10th October, in the PTT Museum in Bern, will
show the special "100 Years of Standing Helvetia" as in Zofingen and Lausanne. Well
worth a visit.

 Only a short distance away the new PTT Museum is being built behind the Historical
Museum. This will give more space.

 Five and a half million 'Pro Aero' SFr.3 stamps were sold in 1981, which made 11m for
the PTT and SFr.5m for the 'Pro Aero' fund. Not bad.

 The new WIPO stamps just issued for the UN Agency have an interesting clause in the
contract made with the Swiss PTT. To counter claims by philatelists that these stamps
have no real use, as meter franking is normally used, the WIPO has to use a certain
proportion of real stamps. We will see.

 The answer to Question No.120 is: that the 20c stamp shows the voltage regulator of the
Jungfrau railway, which had its 50th anniversary commemorated with the 20c stamp of
1962 (Z.387).

 Question No.121 is: which Swiss stamp shows a legless warrior?
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Did You Know?
 August 1982
 Two years after the second edition, H. Dürst has now issued the third edition of his
"Freistempelkatalog Schweiz / Liechtenstein", covering all red franking machine
impressions, including the official ones and the automatic labels of various sorts. Prices
are given, more as an indication of scarcity than for sales. UN Geneva also included.
Now 194 pages, soft covers, A5 in German. SFr.22.

 Surcharge stamps for sport are again in the news, with the PTT raising doubts on
effectiveness of regular issues, which would only lower sales of the long-established Pro
Juventute and Pro Patria stamps. Perhaps a surcharge miniature sheet will be issued in
1984 for the next Olympics.

 Old stocks of the 80c „Piccard‟ of 1978 are being dug out by
collectors for the special cancel etc. being made for the 50th
anniversary of his stratosphere ascent.
Arranged by the active Glatt Valley Philatelic Society, as
was the Day of the Aerophilatelists this spring.

 Marc Moser, ex postal Director of St.Gallen region, has issued yet another book on the
old messengers of Switzerland. This is Vol. 4, on St. Gallen, and thicker than the
previous three volumes together. For serious postal historia ns only, although many of
the illustrations are interesting.

 There are now 100 booklet vending machines installed in Switzerland. They are all of
Swedish manufacture (Sterner), but modified to PTT requirements by SODECO of
Geneva. The first was installed in 1972. They have two complete systems in each: two
slots for SFr.5 coins only; two levers to pull, and two exit slots. Each stack holds about
75 booklets.

 According to PTT statistics for 1981 the number of stamps produced has risen again, by
41m to a total of 800m, this in spite of the 380 automatic vending machines installed by
the end of 1981.
Sales of 40c postcards have dropped again, by nearly a million to about 10.6m.

 Philatelic counters have broken all records for sales, and the number of subscribers has
risen to 187,500.

 The answer to Question No.121 is: that a legless warrior, i.e. wounded, is shown on the
80c of 1941 (and still valid) from a famous painting of Hodler's „Retreat from the Battle of
Marignano‟, where Swiss infantry were beaten by the cannon of the French in 1515.
Switzerland could never again take on an industrialised country. Individual mercenaries,
however, still did service in foreign armies.

 Question No.122 is: which of the 1982 inn signs shows damage, which has since been
repaired?
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Did You Know?
 September 1982
 The new middle-value definitives, called 'Signs of the Zodiac' by the PTT, the first five
values of which were issued on 23rd August, have raised a lot of comment, from “nonChristian” to poor colour difference. I think they should have been called 'Landscapes
with Zodiacal Decoration', i.e. neither fish nor fowl.

 The new maximum card is certainly the best yet produced by the PTT, showing that the
FIP rules are being followed i.e., the picture is not a reproduction of the stamp, only the
same subject.

 After 100 years of trams in Zürich, see the 20c stamp issued in August (Z.672), the
network is still being extended, so that together
with new trolley-buses, the smelly diesel buses
are declining in number. Illustration is that used
for the first-day cancel.

 The 1982 Michel 'Switzerland & Liechtenstein Specialised' has just come out, and
contains many useful notes. With the Frama automatic labels they follow the Groth
numbers, not Zumstein - pity. Of interest is that the cover shows the answer to my
Question No.122.

 Collectors of 'Swiss on foreign stamps' might be interested to know that the US 20c
stamp in July "Aging Together" shows Josef Karl Ackle, who emigrated from Switzerland
50 years ago.

 This year the 1st August „National Day' special cancels start again with cantonal capitals
- Glarus and Aarau, in addition to the historic Rütli cancel. These cancels make a nice
little side collection.

 To answer a Member's question, 'PTA‟ means „PTT Amtsblatt'. This official bulletin
comes out at least weekly, in all three languages, German, French and Italian, giving
details of all new regulations, stamps, cancels, post offices, stamps sold, suspended
services due to war, strikes etc, as well as situations vacant. Cost is SFr.15 per year
(foreign SFr.28).
Postmark collectors find it useful as all cancels, including machine slogans, are
illustrated a month or so in advance. Liechtenstein stamps etc., are also included.
It used to include the monthly slogans „in use' table. This information can now be
obtained from the Swiss Postmark Society, monthly - without being a member - for
SFr.20-23 p.a.

 The answer to Question No.122 is: the 20c Pro Patria of 1982. The inner end of the
support had been bent downwards by a mass of snow sliding off the roof, just before the
photographer arrived. The damage has since been put right.

 Question No.123 is: that now the first definitives have appeared with the year of issue
printed on, when did the first special stamps have this new feature?
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Did You Know?
 October 1982
 Veteran philatelist and catalogue publisher PEN has died. He did so such to promote the
collection of postmarks, not only of his home area, Valais, but also of machine, special
and MPO, through articles and catalogues, not forgetting his pioneer work on „Temporary
Cancels‟. Who will now carry on his best-known catalogue of Special and MPO cancels,
with its annual supplement?

 I found a copy of the SBB map of Switzerland of 1911 at the Zürich "Flea Market", for
one franc. Most interesting: Chur-Arosa, Oberalp etc, not yet built, the Jungfraubahn only
to Eismeer, and many private lines 'in' `which are now 'out'.

 Another new 'R' for registered has appeared. In an article some years ago I described
the perforated or rouletted white stickers 12 x 18 mm. with an 11 mm. „R‟ in red printed
on, to identify foreign letters which were not clearly defined as registered. There was also
later a red rubber-stamped 'R' about 8 mm. high. All rare. Now it is a stamped on 'R', but
16-17 mm. high.

 A teacher from Zürich, W. Tschudy, has taken 13 years to walk to each and every one of
the 3895 post offices in Switzerland, to get a cancellation. Some effort. New offices, and
changes, should still keep him going for a while.

 A firm in Bern is offering 'the chance of a lifetime' with 25 gold-plated full-size replicas of
famous Swiss stamps at SFr.96 each, i.e. one per month. Four of them are actually
vignettes. I wonder how the well-printed publicity leaflet will help to sell the complete
collection one day!

 In the BBZ, Zumstein state that the 'Standing Helvetia' stamps will be re-numbered to
line up with the recent discoveries, as shown in the latest book, published by Zumstein, a
work of art and love in itself. (Copy in HPS Library).

 The 'Strubels' will require some new numbering, following the book by Walter
d'Aujourd'hui, the Basel philatelist. (Copy in HPS Library). See the July issue of the
Newsletter for description of both.

 When the PTT Philatelic Bureau sent a new leaflet to all standing order customers and
asked for changes, they never expected such a rush. The increase was so great that all
deliveries were closed down before new staff could be taken on.

 The answer to Question No.123 is: that the first special stamps to have the year of issue
printed at the bottom, was the 'Europa' pair of 1974. Then it was dropped, and only in
1980 was it re-introduced to conform to a new international rule.

 Question No.124 is: which Swiss stamp carried in Latin the saying "Light after
darkness"?

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 10

Did You Know?
 November 1982
 Frau Rölli of the Swiss auction firm, which specialises in postmarks and covers etc.,
recently won a TV quiz show prize. Her subject was the recent Falklands conflict.

 Two small points of interest noticed in the new “100 Years of Standing Helvetia”, by
Zumstein, mentioned in DYK last February. Firstly that no-one knows who drew and/or
engraved the design. Secondly that the perforation was done by harrow, on a variable
number of sheets of 100 stamps each. I had thought that, harrow perforation of a single
sheet at a time, had been introduced only in the 1930‟s.

 The latest special exhibition in the Swiss Postal Museum in Bern is devoted to Dr. Robert
Koch who discovered the TB bacillus 100 years ago.

 The Swiss Government is trying again to get the PTT to raise the postal rates in 1984,
the last inland increase was in January 1976 from 30 to 40c. Will the new increase be
only 25%, from 40 to 50c?
I think they might also lower the weight of the first stage, from the present 250g to say
100g. We will see.

 The Swiss 'Ganzsachen' (stationery) Philatelic Society has given up the idea of putting
out a list of all 'R' labels used in Switzerland. Pity. I think someone should try to do at
least those labels used for special events and MPOs. Any offers?

 Some months ago the 20,000th business franking machine was put into use. It took from
1923 to 1969 for the first 10,000. The present recession has slowed down the rate of
increase per year by only a little, so far.

 In the SBZ is a recent warning about a dangerous faker. Someone noticed that a lot of
expensive air stamps (Z.24a) were being bought up. Investigation showed that this
stamp was being cut in half and used to replace the "cheaper" version of this stamp on
cover, making an even bigger price difference.

 The answer to Question No.124 is: the SFr.1 of the 1932 Disarmament Conference set
(Z.190), which bears the Latin inscription "Post Tendas Lux". Note that for the present
Disarmament Conference in Geneva, no special stamp is envisaged.

 Question No.125 is: to commemorate the excellent "LIBRA 82" exhibition, held in Vaduz
in August this year, which Liechtenstein stamp shows a remarkable lady with five
breasts?
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Did You Know?
 December 1982
 The best known Swiss designer and engraver of Swiss stamps, Karl Bickel has died at
the age of 97. He is also known for the numerous paintings and sculptures produced
during his long life.

 There is now a Philatelic counter in the main PO of Winterthur, selling most items. There
are now six in Canton Zürich.

 During the weekend of 19-21 November there was an 'international' meeting by Groth of
'Philatelica‟ for his customers and others. A number of foreign philatelic bureaus had
agents there: China, USSR, UK, RSA etc. There were various lectures on ATM, coil
stamps, UNO etc. Also an exhibition, mainly UNO but also some others of interest, i.e.
three frames of Swiss perfins, which I found fascinating. Catalogues for their eighth ATM
auction were available.

 ATM is becoming the accepted name for the Frama automatic vending machine „do it
yourself‟ labels, and for other makes too, of course. Groth in Unteraegeri is now issuing a
sales magazine “ATM Times” in over 100,000 copies for this field for his customers,
mostly in Germany.
The three Christmas stamps from Liechtenstein show sculptures from Chur cathedral,
and the 70c value of 'Famous Visitors/Guests' shows Jurg Jenatsch, well known to Swiss
collectors.

 The UNOP, international study group for UNO philately in Cologne, have issued another
excellent booklet, on the cancellations of "Genève Office Temporaire”, 54 pages of
excellent illustrations etc. in German, about SFr.6. What makes these cancellations so
difficult is that only about half were announced in the official Swiss PTA.

 Zumstein will carry on the PEN catalogues of special and MPO cancellations, and the
'Temporary' cancels by Dr. Berger of Grenchen as before.

 The illustration below shows a PPI used by a firm in Chur, in which the new local
publicity slogan is copied, but enlarged,
from the PTT's 40x20 mm, to 51x26
mm. and clearly printed.

 The answer to Question No.125 is: to be found in the background of the SFr.1 „Rubens‟
of 1976 (Z.598). I first noticed the remarkable feature an enlargement.

 Question No.126 is related to the new Pro Juventute stamps, issued on the 70th
anniversary of their first stamps: namely how many Swiss stamps have shown roses, not
counting the numerous Tax and Frank stamps showing Alpine Roses?
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Did You Know?
 January 1983
 The three 'figure only' coil stamps (Z.483-485) of 1970 are now being made on the new
SSR 3 printing machine in the PTT's own works in Bern, as the original recess machine
of 1936, the Goebels, or SSR 1, is now definitely pensioned off.
This means the number on the reverse of every fifth stamp is no longer upside down.
Before this was generally known, some smart dealers were selling such 'errors' for
SFr.25 a piece. So far only the 20c has been seen, but the 10c and 50c will soon follow.
Because the new cylinder diameter is larger, it seems that now every 16th stamp has
perhaps a narrow or wide 'correction' tooth, instead of each 12th as before, but I have
not yet seen this myself.

 The next NABA will be held in Zürich from 22 June to 1 July 1984, just 50 years after the
first one. National Exhibitions are every six years in Switzerland.

 This year the 'TEMBAL‟, for Thematic collections, will be held in Basel from 21-29 May,
another date not to miss.

 To send a wall calendar from Switzerland to the UK, 400g without commercial
advertising, cost 38p, but the same calendar sent from UK to UK addresses costs 50p,
but has less chance of damage.

 Fred Dolder is now 85 and still flying gas balloons all over the place, 570 so far, now
mainly to raise money for children's charities, by taking special covers along for
philatelists and others.

 Liechtenstein now gets 12% of its state income from philatelists via its sale of stamps.
Which countries are now trying to do the same?

 I was not quite correct last month in saying that there are now six Philatelic Counters in
Canton Zürich, as noted in the press on the occasion of the opening of such a counter in
Winterthur, as it should have said "in the Postal Region VIII Zürich".
The six are (in addition to the main office in the Fraumünsterpost, 8022 Zürich), Zürich
Airport, Zürich Main Station, Glatt Zentrum (Shopping Centre), Winterthur Main PO,
Schaffhausen Main PO, and in Kreuzlingen Main PO, Canton Thurgau.

 The answer to Question No.126 is: that roses are shown on Swiss stamps on the Pro
Juventute of 1964, and four times on PJ issues of 1972, 1977 and 1982: in 1971 the 20c
commemorative showed a stylised rose as well, making fourteen in all.

 Question No.127 is: from a recent book by Dr. Schweighart of Austria, on all the stamps
of the world illustrating ploughs, of the 273 stamps shown which came from Switzerland?
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Did You Know?
 February 1983
 In the SBZ of January 1983 there is a warning that a large number of cheap (as mint)
Sitting Helvetia stamps have appeared in strips and blocks with very nice clear
cancellations - but applied in 1982!
Only the expert knows that the main body of the postmark did not exist at the date
shown. So far:
Glarus Briefpost 2 XII 81 IX- and 22 VIII 83 XI-;
Winterthur 2 XII 81 IX- and 30 I 82 XII, and
Zürich Brf.Exp. 30 I 82 XII- and 16 X 69 IX-, have been found.
Note that the date block is separate it the method of postmark production chosen by the
faker, so can appear in various combinations.
The PTT red-faced department has been on overtime because of the new SFr.2 Zodiac
stamp for February 17th. The artist used an incorrectly printed illustration, so that the
biggest glacier is flowing the wrong way!
The PTT has said this cannot be remedied in time. Another bad mark against this series.

 The PTT is certainly sorry that this new stamp - with the mirror-imaged glacier - did not
have a higher face value, as astonishing quantities have been ordered by the public, all
banking on a later corrected reprint. Bad luck.

 During a recent visit to the PTT Museum in Bern (20 frame thematic show on Dr. Koch
and TB in general) I discovered some new (1980) booklets and postcards. Four A5, 25page booklets, each available at SFr.1 in three languages (excluding English) describe
the Post, Telephone, Telegraph and Radio communications.

 Another booklet at SFr.7 was produced for 75 years of Postal Bus Services, with many
interesting illustrations. Text in German/French only. A copy will be acquired for the HPS
Library.

 Zumstein has cleared up the coil stamp mystery in the BBZ of January 1983. As I
guessed, the stamps are printed upside down now in relation to previously, and the
correction tooth can now be every 14th stamp and not every 12th as before.
Zumstein will now reduce the price of their 'number upside down' as this is now standard.
The 10c has also now been seen in the new printing.

 The answer to Question No.127 is: that a plough is shown on only one Swiss stamp, the
10c of 1941 (Z.252) when Switzerland was trying to reduce the import of Germanpermitted foodstuffs during WWII.

 Question No.128 is: which other Swiss stamps show glaciers?
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Did You Know?
 March 1983
 In some American philatelic magazines last year, including 'TELL' of the AHPS, there
appeared reports on a completely new procedure with Swiss UPU stamps which would
enable anyone to have such stamps cancelled at the UPU PO, Berne 15, and that this
would start in May 1983.
My enquiries to the PTT and UPU have brought only the vaguest of confirmations. I think
the US reporters 'jumped the gun'. I suspect that this new system will start when a new
UPU stamp appears on 22nd August 1983. Full details will follow as soon as I can
establish them.

 A certain amount of political humour has been released in Switzerland, with the issue of
the 20c fish stamp on the 17th February this year, which shows an "Egli” fish (in English:
perch). The humour is become Egli is the name of one of the two new Federal
Councillors who took up office on 1st January 1983. The practice is that a living Swiss is
not to be portrayed on a stamp, until now!

 On a short holiday in the mountains I came across the private railway - Chemin-de-fer
Aigle- Le Sepey-Les Diablerets (ASD), which is still using the electric locomotives and
rolling stock from the time of the opening in 1913.
This railway, of great scenic interest, is apparently due for
scrapping next year. Luckily I managed to get some station
cancellations of Les Diablerets, and in the same office, the
next station called Vers l'Eglise, because the
Stationmaster let as do all my own cancelling!

 The 16th Rölli auction held on 17-19 February attracted a lot of attention for a
remarkable amount of interesting material (some obviously from the UK): further details
of prices realised next month.

 The answer to Question No.128 is: that I can find only two named glaciers: The Rhöne
glacier on the 15c stamp of 1934 and 1936, and the Tschierva glacier in the Engadine on
the 50c of 1939.

 Question No.129 is: which Swiss stamp was the first to show a specific person?
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Did You Know?
 April 1983
 Max Hertsch of Zumstein's is to be the eighth Swiss to sign the 'Roll of Distinguished
Philatelists' in October this year, an extremely rare honour for a professional dealer, but
his research, publishing and jury work is also exceptional.

 It now looks certain that on 1st March 1984 the PTT will have to increase the internal
letter rate (for 250 g.) from 40 to 50c, but not as bad as the last rise on 1st January 1976.
As the central government want at least SFr.150m. from the posts every year, politicians
are saying the postage rise is just an indirect tax. We will see.

 A 1981 press report, that mechanised sorting and coding of internal mail will be
accomplished by 1990, has been confirmed, in that next year Geneva and Basel will get
new equipment for line coding with ten desks each.
In 1985 the existing '2 out of 5' bars per digit desks in Bern will be replaced, and in 1987
Lausanne will be mechanised, also ten desks each. Zürich will receive 27 desks in 1990.
All this means that about 50 sub-offices will no longer have their own cancelling
machines, as it is expected that all cancelling will be done centrally. Thereby this number
of smaller POs will get machines for the first time.

 Another famous stamp designer has passed away, Niklaus Stoecklin. Designer of 41
Swiss stamps, he is best remembered for the 16 Pro Juventute insects of the years
1950, 1952, 1954 and 1956, including the highest priced 'bee'. The background of each
picture shows the favourite food of that insect.

 I thank all those Members who have sent nicely cancelled stamps on their letters to me,
by placing them 70 mm from the right-hand edge of the envelope.

 The increasing interest in postal history is met by the new Michel 'Ganzsachen Katalog,
Europa West 1983' in which 40 out of 600 pages are devoted to Switzerland.

 This year it is hoped the seventh edition of Zumstein's 'Ganzsachen Schweiz' will appear
(the sixth edition was in 1975), having been prepared with the co-operation of the Swiss
Ganzsachenverein.

 The answer to Question No.129 is: the pair of 1927 Pro Juventute stamps, 20 and 30c,
showing Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi, the first nameable person on Swiss stamps.

 Question No.130 is: which Swiss stamps show designers' errors?
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Did You Know?
 May 1983
 The SVP "Machine Cancellations Handbook" in French and German, with all slogans
illustrated, and all dies of all towns shown, is now ready for printing, and the negotiations
for the subsidy from the Fund for Furthering Philately have started.
Stand by for further details.

 A listing of all „R‟ labels (Registration) used in Switzerland has died at birth. The Swiss
Ganzsachenverein does not have the members who could or would tackle this immense
task. Pity, I would have thought that a start could have been made with Exhibition and
then MPO labels at least.

 On 20th April, San Marino issued two stamps honouring the Swiss explorer Auguste
Piccard. As the PTT issued a stamp in 1978 (Z.620) it is doubtful if the centenary of his
birth in 1984 will be noted by another stamp.

 There will be no special Swiss stamp in 1983 to celebrate 200 years of manned balloons,
only a special cds in Mürren on 18th June, during the annual balloon meeting.

 A rather unusual collection is to be seen in the Postal Museum in Bern from 19.4.83 to
26.6.83, i.e. *China and Mongolia on Letters" by Peter Holcombe of Luzern. Some of the
interesting covers are shown in the April SBZ.

 The Philatelic Bureau in Bern now distributes „business reply‟ envelopes to all customers
in Switzerland, so that orders can be sent in free. Nice idea.

 The SBZ financial guru Alfred Itel (ex Philargus) tips the overprinted 70c Sitting Helvetia
of 1915 (Z.135) in which the right-hand '8' (of 80) has a broken line. Mint/Used price is
now SFr.375/650, and he says there was a print of 3000 such damaged overprints, and
that many were lost but still turn up somewhere.
I note that the mint price of the original 70c stamp is higher at SFr.400/10, even though
the number printed was six times greater.

 The answer to Question No.130 is: seven - see the May issue of the Newsletter for
details of these design errors.

 Question No.131 is: which Swiss stamp shows the same subject as the new 80c
„Europa'?
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Did You Know?
 June 1983
 I was overwhelmed with surprise when W.Cdr Bulstrode told me over the phone I was to
receive the 'Rauch Trophy'. Thank you and I hope the pen will do its job for our Society.

 The 1983 stamp booklets (only SFr.5) appeared in May with an attractive new light-blue
cover. Picture on front and basic layout same as before, except for the Zumstein advert
which is now inside the front cover. Only five different stamp subjects, all new, but text
only in German.

 The new postal rates in 1984 will certainly mean new booklet stamps, meaning that the
'narrow space' selvedge crosses have only been on sale for only two years.
See my article in the June 1982 edition of the Helvetia Newsletter.

 With only 12,000 tickets sold the 'TEMBAL‟ in Basel did not reach the expected 20,000
visitors from the region of southern Germany and & eastern France
but it was a superb well-organised show for
thematic beginners and specialists alike. With
40 postal administrations taking part, a lot of
information could be picked up. Excellent
catalogue – copy in HPS library.

The Swedish stand were selling a very nice maxi-card, their new SKr.3 stamp of a horse,
cancelled with their special cds, but the main picture is the 20c Pro Patria stamp of 1965
showing one of the Three Kings, on his horse, taken from the Zillis church ceiling.

 A unique book “Motivhandbuch Schweiz” was issued by the SMV (Swiss Motive Society)
in time for the 'Tembal' show. No.20 in their booklet series, A5, in German only, it
describes on 390 pages the content of each and every Swiss stamp, postcards etc. The
compiler, Dr. Schlunegger, drew on the services of 24 Society specialists for information
from their study areas. Copy obtained for the HPS library.

 From the excellent “Postgeschichte” (H. Schwarzenbach) house have come the first two
facsimile booklets on the old posts of Bern 1849 and of the Graubünden 1853. Similar
ones will be published when worthwhile originals are found. Do HPS members know of
anything suitable?

 Not many collectors noticed that the new „K' cds of Sent, issued on 30th May, because of
change of PLZ from 7551 to 7554, also had the slogan text changed from German to
Romansch.

 The answer to Question No.131 is: that the cog-rail locomotive on the latest 80c „Europa‟
stamp was designed by N. Riggenbach, who is depicted on the 5c Pro Juventute of 1942
(Z.101)

 Question No.132 is: which stamps can be associated with the latest 20c Pro Patria
stamp?
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Did You Know?
 July 1983
 An interesting series of A5 booklets is being produced privately by P. Meier & T.
Diggelmann, on plate flaws and retouches: the first covers the photogravure (i.e.
Courvoisier) Swiss stamps during the period 1940-1950. In German only, 72 pages,
many illustrations, detailed description of the printing process and its difficulties.

 There seems to be an increase in rumours that the PTT intend to re-issue the recent
SFr.2 stamp showing the glacier in mirror image. So perhaps stock up on sheets, or at
least some nicely used stamps, before the right ones come.

 In the March Bulletin of the SVP, the editor Dr. J. Etter included one of the four 'K'
cancels showing the Aletsch glacier, with the glacier drawn mirror image, as per the
stamp, saying that the KX' cancels were all being changed over in combination with the
stamp.
In his illustration he inserted the date 1.4.83. Some members sent in covers for the new
cancellation and then complained to the PTT that they had been given the old 'wrong'
ones. A very successful leg-pull!

 As reported elsewhere, Josua Bühler, one of the most important men in Swiss philately,
has died at the age of 89. He put the collecting of covers into postal history, which 50
years ago, was not easy, so we all have him to thank a great deal.

 During a recent tour of the main Zürich post office, the Sihlpost, I learnt that in 1985 the
complete parcel handling side will be in the new centre at Mülligen (a part of Schlieren)
just to the west of the Zürich city limit.
Automatic parcel sorting will be concentrated here for the entire eastern part of
Switzerland. After renovation of the 35 year old Sihlpost the new 27 desk MLO will be
installed to handle all letters of the region in about 1990.

 An extensive show of covers and documents on 200 years of ballooning started in the
PTT Museum on 27.6.83 and runs to 4.9.83.

 The 'REGIOPHIL XVI‟ in Chur, from 8-11 September 1983, is going to be an important
event. A lot of new ideas are being tried out, especially to help juniors and new-comers.
The first of a series of books on the cancellations of Graubünden, namely that for Chur,
will be issued for the event, loose-leaf style.

 The answer to Question No.132 Is: that the latest 20c Pro Patria stamp shows the old
coat of arms of the House of Kyburg, with one lion only. When they achieved more
freedom they were allowed to have two lions, which are shown on the Pro Juventute 5c
stamp of 1926 and 10c of 1928. The family castle itself appears on the 20c Pro Patria
stamp of 1976.

 Question No.133 is: that the latest 40c 'Europa' stamp shows a marvellous clock which,
by the way, still works. Which other Swiss stamps show clocks or time?
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Did You Know?
 August 1983
 Swiss philately, and Basel in particular, has lost a stalwart in the recent death of Walter
d‟Aujourd‟Hui, just after his 79th birthday. Every exhibition held in Basel during decades
has profited from his help, and his latest book on the re-classification of the 'Strubels' is a
milestone in Swiss philatelic research.

 I learnt a lot from Mr. D. M. Slate's excellent article on 'Trial Prints' (published in the
Newsletter throughout 1983). My 'collection' of such items now has even more holes
than before. These 'stamps' fetch large sums from unsuspecting collectors in Germany,
especially when they have been 'expertised'!
This has made the PTT somewhat reluctant to hand out quantities lately, but that should
not stop them giving out information on them. However, our type of detailed question
probably poses problems which their sketchy records could never cover, therefore their
reluctance.

 The August issue of "Switzerland", the four-language monthly of the Swiss National
Tourist Office, has Altdorf and Tell country generally, as the motif. A lot of interesting
photos and background information, also on postal coach routes. The July issue covered
the Great St. Bernard, with a photo of the original of the 20c stamp of 22nd August, in
the wonderful museum in Martigny.

 The Fund for Furthering Philately has agreed to support the SVP “Handbook on Swiss
Machine Cancellations". More details later.

 In the September 1983 issue of the BBZ, Max Hertsch announces the discovery of
another inverted background to a 1933 Pro Juventute stamp, this time on the 5c girl from
Vaud. The 20c inverted was found ten years ago.
Who will find the 10c girl from Bern with the beige background inverted - remember there
are 100 stamps per sheet? This was the first printing by Courvoisier when they used a
sheet-fed press, which allowed such errors to occur, and they were still learning.

 The answer to Question No.133 is: that time is shown on six Swiss stamps:
20c Pro Juventute of 1923 (Z.27),
60c definitives of 1960 (Z.364) and SFr.3.50 in 1980 (Z.613),
20c special of 1967 (Z.450), and 15c clock museum (Z.545),
80c „Europa‟ of 1976 (Z.577).
Include some of the many slogans and quite a nice little collection can be made.

 Question No.134 was asked by Dr. Ganz: which Cantons do not drain any of their rain
into the Rhine?
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Did You Know?
 September 1983
 The number of stamps printed has risen by 3% in 1982, against all predictions, 308
million from Courvoisier, 517m. by the PTT in their printing works. In 1982 the number of
Frama machines for 'automatic' stamps rose from 380 to 450, and the private franking
machines from 19,519 to 20,153. New issue customers rose to 193,100, but the PTT still
refuses to say how much cash they extract from philatelists.

 The exhibition in the PTT Museum is now devoted to Forests & Forestry, part of a 1000
sheet collection. Appropriate because of acid rain damage in all forests, including
Switzerland, but also because the surcharge on this year's Pro Patria stamps went
largely towards forests and their upkeep.

 Following his RDP award, Max Hertsch of Zumstein is to receive a similar honour from
France, the „Academie de Philatelie‟.

 The Swiss Parliament has again spent time discussing sport stamps with surcharge. The
Pro Juventute and Pro Patria organisations feel they will get even less support, and the
PTT is against it. It is possible that perhaps at odd times a single stamp will be offered
with a surcharge, as for the Pro Aero.

 Followers of the ATM, i.e. „automatic' stamps from Frama machines, will be interested to
learn that in the future the PTT will not exchange value reels when small differences in
size and shape are noticed under the microscope.

 For the first time, an MPO (No.5 Trailer) was set up for the first-day of a 'K' cancellation,
i.e. for Cormondreche on 16.5.83. Pity the picture is not very exciting.

 The illustrated slogan "900 Johr Dalbenloch" used in Basel 2 during August is a nice
example of Swiss-German and in typical Basel version too.
Dalbe means St. Alban, loch being the low ground near
the Rhine where this monastery was started 900 years
ago. "Spalentor" is also difficult to translate, it means St.
Paul's gate, and is shown on the old 50c stamp, which
we will soon be able to use again for normal postage.

 The answer to Question No.134 is: Geneva is the only Canton that does not send some
of its rain water into the Rhine, and that was difficult to prove but detailed maps showed
it clearly. This might be of interest to 'Rhine' thematic collectors.

 Question No.135 is: the new 20c stamp shows an object now on show in Martigny.
Which other Swiss stamps show another famous object found there?
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Did You Know?
 October 1983
 The new catalogues have appeared on time at the end of August. Expensive items up,
cheap down, with exceptions. The discount per set is now generally lower. FDCs now
listed by Zumstein, at tremendous prices for old, virtually unique covers.

 Müller has capitulated and now uses Zumstein (& Michel) Nos. instead of his own. His
catalogue is now identical to that issued by the Swiss Dealers Association, called the
"Helvetia".

 On the 11th September, Laufental voters decided to stay with Canton Bern and not to be
integrated into Canton Basel Country. So postally nothing will change.

 In an old 'Philatelica' of 1969, I found a note about yet another error on a Swiss stamp. If
you look carefully at the SFr.2.20 Liestal of 1964 (Z.425) you will see that the artist
removed two strokes of the VIII when only one could be covered by the narrow minute
hand of the clock face.

 The PTT has confirmed that they will not change the date on their definitives when a
reprint is made, which can happen several times a year. The date will remain that of the
year of original issue. Good.

 If anyone has a good idea for a new subject for a Pro Juventute, Pro Patria, or definitive
series, then they should send it in now to the Philatelic Bureau, CH-3030 BERN. Some
recent suggestions have been mushrooms, specific locomotives, small villages etc.

 The „REGIOPHIL XVI‟ in Chur, was a great success, with a varied range of collections.
The NABA card 2 was given away free, showing two old letters from Graubünden, with
text in Romansch too.

 The answer to Question No.135 is: the 30c Pro Patria of 1974 (Z.163) showing the
Roman Bull diety, with the middle horn missing, and his left ear too. One of six parts
found of an over life-size group of bull and warrior. All these and a lot more are
excellently displayed in the new Museum.

 Question No.136 is: the new special stamps show on the 40c two Swiss dogs, but are
not the first shown on Swiss stamps. Which are the others?
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Did You Know?
 November 1983
 The long-awaited “Handbook of Swiss Machine Cancellations” has finally been issued by
the SVP, in two A4 loose-leaf volumes, in French and German, containing an astonishing
amount of information, with all cancellations illustrated.
Price is about SFr.50. A copy will be placed in the HPS Library soon.

 My note in the August issue of the Newsletter on the Locarno-Arona lake steamer cancel
produced an immediate reply from Dr. Ganz, in which he drew my attention to a threepart article in 'TELL', March-May 1979, by Laurence Moore, on all the markings of Lago
Maggiore, including extensive lists answering my naive questions.

 To celebrate the 2nd centenary of the death of Leonard Euler (born in Basel in 1707) the
DDR issued a 20pf stamp in November, in view of the 25 years of his very active life
spent in Berlin. Another nice “Swiss on a non-Swiss stamp" for collectors of such things.

 The first slogan cancel showing a cat has appeared, for an exhibition held in Neuchâtel.
No Swiss stamp shows a cat as yet - only lions.

 I have not yet found a vending machine that produces the 1983 blue SFr.5 booklets, still
the old grey ones in stock. However, the 1983 pink 'booklets' of 5 x 40c postcards have
appeared in Winterthur, instead of the previous grey ones. This is the first time that the
PTT has a different colour for the stamp and postcard covers, in recent times anyway. It
seems booklet sales are slipping below their estimate, perhaps because of the more
versatile Frama machines?

 The answer to Question No.136 is: the 5c Pro Patria of 1948, a Customs dog, and then
the little dog accompanying the postal messenger of Schwyz, shown on the 10c
definitive of 1960.

 Question No.137 is: inevitably, which Swiss stamp shows Leonard Euler, mentioned
above? You should get very close without the catalogue!
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Did You Know?
 December 1983
 According to the latest BBZ, someone is forging the 40c definitive. The colour is well
matched, but the offset printing and line perforation is an immediate give-away to a
philatelist, also the very white non-phosphor paper. Who would do such a thing? The
BBZ suggests, perhaps, a manufacturer of postally used 'unique' items for philatelists
with more money than sense. Watch out.
The last such known forgery case was in 1919, of the 25c. The missing blue and red
fibres, and the watermark, helped the PTT discover the forged stamps.

 The new SVP “Handbook of Swiss Machine Cancellations” includes the slogans used in
Liechtenstein and UN Geneva, in all, over 20,000 combinations of slogans and town die
are given. The slogans and town dies are all illustrated. The former according to the PTT
number, the latter alphabetically, up to the end of 1982.
Because the Fund for Furthering Philately has subsidised this Handbook, all 142
Philatelic Clubs in Switzerland, if in the Association, get a free copy for their Library.

 Alfred Itel, of Basel, well-known author of the monthly commentary on the philatelic
market in the SBZ, has died at the age of 65. For decades he wrote under the nom-deplume of „Philargus‟, but more recently under his own name. He helped the SVP for
years in various capacities.

 An attentive philatelist has discovered yet another error on a Swiss stamp. According to
the BBZ, the 80c value of the 1974 „Internaba‟ block shows the same belt buckle error as
the 10c postal messenger stamp. Both subjects from Canton Schwyz, funnily enough!

 The Swiss National Tourist Office has produced a new 1:500,000 map of Switzerland,
showing all roads, railways and towns etc. This map is virtually free and is essential for
every collector of Swiss stamps. Of the various language combinations available,
German/English is likely to be the most popular.

 My source of 'T" cancelled stamps has now dried up, as
Winterthur main PO introduced, about the middle of July, a
franking machine (old Hasler) in their „Box' delivery
department. As illustration, it is in red.

 The answer to Question No.137 is: that Euler, well-known to all students of engineering
the world over, is also shown on the 5c Pro Juventute of 1957.

 Question No.138 is: when was the 25c stamp mentioned above first issued?
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Did You Know?
 January 1984
 The PTT have announced that in view of the new postal rates on 1st March, a new SFr.5
booklet will be issued on 1st February, with a yellow cover containing Folklore stamps:
4x5c, 4x10c, 4x35c and 6x50. These five panes will be glued, not stapled, and will not
have interleaves, because of the thickness limit. The panes will be cut from sheets
(which as before will not be sold) and the gum is now matt.

 With about a year's delay I can announce that the PTT have changed their logo, as
shown (with slogan example of old type), which is now appearing on all printed matter.
The horizontal lines
suggest, heraldically,
blue, but coloured
examples show the
old red.
Old type

New type

 The PTT Museum is currently showing, until the end of January, some of their new
acquisitions. Two important gifts will particularly interest specialists: Postmarks of
Geneva 1458 to 1851, from W. Liniger, and the posts of Appenzell from E. Bosshard. In
addition one of the largest existing collections of Hotel Post items.

 On Sunday 24th June this year in Zürich (opening of the 'NABA') there will be a 2 km
long postal-philatelic procession through the city. A unique event, and well worth seeing.
400 collections have been accepted for the 'NABA', all getting the number of frames
requested.

 There were ten more special cancels in 1983 than in 1982, i.e. 75 in total, made up as
follows: 21 special PO; 23 special PO in an MPO; 20 PO with cachet; 2 temporary PO
(Geneva) with cachet and 9 FD cancels.

 The number of pictorial 'K' cancels has, thank heaven, dropped from 59 in 1982 to 41 in
1983. According to a PTT 'leak' this should drop further in 1984.

 An Austrian stamp shows a Nobel prize holder, physicist W. Paulim, who became Swiss
in 1948, following a long stay in the USA. So three countries can claim him.

 The UPU in Bern will not distribute 'Frama' labels to all member countries, as they do not
recognise them as stamps. Considering the daily output of 'junk' stamps which are,
apparently, acceptable, one wonders how they judge these bits of paper. The whole idea
of sending everyone's stamps to all members is rather out of date.

 The answer to Question No.138 is: that this 25c stamp first appeared in 1907.
 Question No.139 is the result of my suddenly noticing that the Pro Patria stamps
generally have a horizontal shape, whereas the Pro Juventute stamps are almost always
of vertical shape. The question is: how many PJ stamps are of greater width than height?
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Did You Know?
 February 1984
 The new SFr.5 booklet (1.2.84) has a change of picture on the front cover otherwise the
make-up is identical to the rare blue covered booklets
of 1983. Zumstein have the same five illustrations
inside the front cover, in German text only. The matt
gum is invisible but sticks well. The thinner make-up
allows 40% more booklets to be stacked in each
vending machine.

 When the new postal rates come into force on the 1st
March, there will be a type of two-tier post introduced
into Switzerland for the first time. Printed matter can
be sent for 25c (instead of 35c., i.e. 75% increase above old rate) if a minimum of 50
items are handed in and slower delivery is acceptable.
This service has to be indicated by a star for all types of franking.
When I have some examples I will do a separate article. The
chance of such stars being found on foreign post is rare.

 The new exhibition in the Post Museum in Bern from now until 8.4.84 is from the
collection of H.U. Wahlen on the pre-history and history of WWII, with many interesting
covers etc., from all over Europe. Effect on Switzerland also shown.

 The unusual and invaluable article on Swiss Federal Railways postcards, and other,
similar cards (published in the Newsletter during 1983/1984), covers ground not easily
available to most collectors, but the persistence shown by the author, B. Hoddinott is to
be commended.
The reason why this system has fallen away is two-fold: why pay 40c for a postcard (now
50c) when a local telephone call costs only 10c. In addition, this type of minimal load is
fast disappearing from railway traffic, so that practically all small stations do not have the
facilities any more. Up with petrol consumption, down with the trees.

 Listed in the NZZ are the twelve places in Switzerland where the PLZ can be matched by
a date this year, from 1.2.84 for 1284 Chancy, to 6.9.84 for 6984 Pura.

 The PTT announced well in advance that on 16.1.84 new style ink ribbons would be
introduced for the first 19 Frama ATM machines. They are to be congratulated on this
change of heart (there was ridiculous secrecy before) but I cannot see any difference in
the impressions. The other 480 machines will be changed later.

 The SBZ has written about a new method of faking cancellations to up-rate cheap mint
stamps (the old favourite). Three elements are used; a number of dater dies without date
reels, date block without time, then various times. These are then impressed onto the
stamps one after the other, but usually not positioned correctly, so that a careful check
reveals the forgery.

 The answer to Question No.139 is: that there were only 18 horizontal Pro Juventute
stamps in the last 70 years, during which time 285 stamps were printed.

 Question No. 140 is: with the new booklets, there have been six stamps taken from the
current series of Folklore definitives. Is this a record?
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Did You Know?
 March 1984
 The NABA Bulletin No.3 has come out with a lot more detailed information about the
great show to be held from 22 June to 1 July in the Züspa Exhibition Centre in Oerlikon.
There will be too many cards and covers available, but the PTT will be glad for every
stamp they can cancel.

 At last the PTT are dropping the horrible word "Wertzeichen", official word for stamps,
and changing their Philatelic Counter cancellers in the five German-speaking offices to
"Philatelie", but not in Bern, yet.

 The private railway Aigle-Le Sepey-Les Diablerets has been reprieved, and will not close
as had been expected. The villages en route will put up the money to save it.

 Collectors of covers with correctly used single stamps had a heyday between 21
February and 1 March, between the issue of the new stamps and the change in postal
rates, as well as the new booklet stamps on the 1st February.
All this makes one realise what stamps are actually for, to meet the rate for as many
services as possible, with the fewest stamps. As only the registered and express
services changed for foreign letters this time, genuine uses were restricted. For SFr.4.50
a double weight letter could be sent to the USA or an express postcard for SFr.4.00. An
express registered sea-mail printed-matter postcard to the USA seemed a bit too much
for me, with only five words of conventional greetings on it.

 The SFr.1.80 „Zodiac‟ stamp has now even less use than before, so there is speculation
about it being withdrawn to make way for another value. I have never seen one used on
ordinary mail.

 The new postcard, with impressed 50c stamp showing part of the typical design work on
the Haus Pedrun in Andeer (16th cent.) on the St. Bernardino route, also has a phosphor
bar 7 mm wide to the left of the stamp to the full height of the stamp. As with the previous
postcard, the watermark is "L".

 The vending machine booklets now have only four cards for the standard SFr.2 but the
covers are now yellow, and of course thinner than that of the new booklets. There are
the same five Zumstein adverts as in the booklets.

 A new book has come out on the Centenary of the "Seetalbahn", which started off in
1883 as the "Lake Valley Railway" by a British firm. In spite of being taken over by the
SBB years ago, it still has many unique features.

 The answer to Question No.140 is: “No”. The second Historical Buildings set had seven,
the Landscapes of 1936 had nine, and of course the Tell and Tell Boy had at least
twenty.

 Question No.141 is: which Swiss stamps show a letter?
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Did You Know?
 April 1984
 Many PTT customers seem to be using the "Non-fast" 25c rate for printed matter, i.e. for
what the Americans call "junk mail", instead of the new 35c. That means one sees a lot
of stars on mail now. I will send in pictures of the varieties I have found as soon as I have
a few more.
 The new „Autotron‟ marks are being used in the PTT printing works. They are much
thicker and in all the colours used. This new
equipment can now control the sideways
accuracy of the perforations, and probably
the successive colours too. Previously PTT
printed stamps had poor perforation
centring, when compared to Courvoisier.
New-style
Old-style
New-style

 I have discovered that the
"landing" cancellation
given to postal items
carried by balloon (almost
exclusively for charities today) is not that of the nearest post office, but that of a PO designated by the PTT, taking
into account availability of staff and volume of mail carried.
So the more letters or cards, the further from the actual spot of landing, unless one lands
on the roof of the Main PO, and I‟m sure there is a regulation against that.

 At last month‟s AGM all SVP members were given a pair of slogans on covers (in
German and French), celebrating 25
years of the Society, with parts of the
slogan in gold, from a very limited
printing.

 The new PTT Museum will open in
1987, near the old site in Bern.

 The UN in Geneva has sent free to all
standing customers a brochure in four
languages, containing details of all the special cachets they have used at various
exhibitions etc, from 1972 until December 1983. They do not mention that because they
are not published in the Swiss PTA they cannot be considered official. Still a useful
booklet.

 The twin brothers, Auguste and Jean Piccard, are shown on a number of stamps, the
latest, for Auguste, have appeared in Monaco, on the centenary of his birth (he died in
1962). These stamps belong in a collection of Swiss on foreign stamps. His son,
Jacques, has also been down to 10,000 m. below sea level.

 The answer to Question No.141 is more than I thought, but you must look them up
yourself: Z.355, 356, 588, 645, Air 14, 15, Pro Patria 42, M/S 50, and UPU 10. Quite a
collection in itself, but the 1984 one is the best.

 Question No.142 is: which Swiss stamp shows the gentleman mentioned above?
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Did You Know?
 May 1984
 The very nice NABA block breaks new ground in a number of ways. Swiss-German
"Züri" instead of "Zürich", the picture spread over 4 stamps, each showing one of the four
famous churches, and a vapour trail of a high-flying aircraft for Aero-philatelists. All for
only SFr.3.

 Postal bidders should avoid bidding at auctions if the term “Verkauf an den
Meistbietenden” is used anywhere, because this means that your high and successful
bid will not be reduced to one step above the next highest, i.e. you will always have to
pay the amount you stated, and will never know that you have been tricked.

 At least two new catalogues/handbooks will appear for the NABA; the Zumstein
Ganzsachen Schweiz (Stationery etc.) and the Luftpost-Katalog, for the 'air' collectors.

 Belgium has given its Grande Prix for the best 'Europa' stamp to the Swiss PTT for the
40c „Astronomical Globe‟ by J. Bürgi in 1983, well-deserved.

 The next PTT Museum show is on "Ship Post on Rivers & Lakes", from 10th April until
17th June, from the collection of Emile Antonini of Geneva, covering the world, including
some rare Swiss cancels.

 The SVP operate a special New Issue Service for all new handstamps and new PP
cancels, run by Hr R. Baumann. He can speak and write English well. He has just
completed an extra-special coverage of all machine cancelling machines in Switzerland
and Liechtenstein for the new PP and star 'flags', about 250 of them, and sold 50
complete sets. If interested in this service, open to non-members, send a request to the
Society.

 I missed the „Ferphilex 84‟ exhibition in Montreux, mainly railway collections, but the
illustrations show the new SBB loco No.10103 very well. Illustrations below show; the
slogan used from 3rd January, the special cancel used at the show, and the UN cachet.

 There have recently been five articles in the SBZ on Registered covers of the Cross &
Numeral of 1882-1905. These will be specially produced as a set if there are enough
buyers.

 The answer to Question No.142 is: that Auguste Piccard is shown on the 80c of 1978
(Z.620).

 Question No.143 is about the NABA block: for one set of all singles, pairs, threes, and
the strip of four, six blocks will have to be bought, with some odds left over to be used on
ordinary letters. Which two stamps will be least often used on such mail?
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Did You Know?
 June 1984
 The PTT issued another new SFr.5 booklet at the end of March, with the covers in a
paler yellow, like the old cream, but otherwise identical. For specialists however, the five
different Zumstein advert panes are now at the back, and not in the previous difficult-toread inside front cover position. The change of colour apparently indicates the quantity
printed for the advertisers and no longer the internal make up. Therefore, this new rule
applies to all the "cut" booklets, i.e. since 1979.

 One sees more and more 50c stamp vending machines about, as substitute for the 20c
in many cases, but combined with a 10c device. This means that the chances of finding
a 20c with "upside No." are very small. I have found such a 50c stamp coil with very
nicely cut edges, not torn as before. The PTT must have introduced a new cutting
machine which does not tear the stamps as before.

 The PTT artist understood more about heraldry than the NABA artist. See the NABA
signet (below), as used in all their mono-colour publications, but the angled lining
indicates green, instead of the correct Zürich blue (which should be horizontal.)

This was put right in the five slogans which appeared in May (above right), where, for the
first time, the new written language called 'Romansch Grischun' is included. This is
intended to give a common written base to the five different spoken dialects in the
Grisons.

 Another Romansch first is show here, as the
title of the games is given in three languages:
German, Italian and the new 'Romansch
Grischun'. This slogan also appeared on 1st
May

 There will be three special hand-stamps used during the NABA, one for the whole
period, one for the Procession (Umzug) on the 24th June,
and one for the Youth Day on 1st July, and also one for the
Day of issue of the NABA block, 24.5.84, in which the
existing Zürich special cancellation is used with an event
cachet.

 The answer to Question No.143 is: the two inner stamps, those showing the
Fraumünster and the Wasserkirche, as there are two spares of each end value per set.

 Question No.144 is: which was the last Swiss stamp to be issued with limited validity?
Exclude blocks.
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Did You Know?
 July 1984
 The SVP were awarded Gold at „NABA‟ for their Machine Cancellations Handbook,
apparently the first time gold has ever been given in the Literature class in Switzerland.

 A number of books appeared at the 'NABA' which I hadn't mentioned before. “100 Years
Philatelia SC of Zürich”, 72 pages in German, beautifully illustrated articles. Also “The
Zürich 4 & 6”, by J. Gnagi of the PTT, 114 pages in German, lovely illustrations.

 The third of the Spezi booklets has also appeared, on flaws, retouches etc. This one
covering printing errors etc. Copies of all three will be the HPS Library soon.

 The SVP, as part of its 25 Year Jubilee, has been given the honour of showing twenty
frames of cancellations in the PTT Postal Museum, until middle of September.

 The Fund for Furthering Philately had SFr.7.62m in hand, before the 'NABA' which, with
about 33,000 visitors and large sales of the block, will not have a loss of any size.

 The first cancellation with a text in the Romansch dialect of Surmiran has appeared at
Tinizong (German Tinzen) on 4.6.84 (see below). Under the name Tinnetio this was a
staging post on the Roman road from Chur, over either the Julier or Septimer Pass to
Chiavenna in Italy.
Note that two words are pure Latin, and the middle one is very near,
proving the origin of Romansch. Swiss banknotes also use
Surmiran, as it lies between the northern Surselva and the southern
Latin of the Engadine.

 The three National Fete special cancellations for the 1st August have been announced.
The illustrations show: the Rütli, taken from the Seal of Appenzell before the Canton split
in 1597; the cancel to be used in Appenzell (Inner region), showing the Rathaus, the
Cantonal seat of
Government; and, for the
other chosen capital, that of
Sion in the Valais, showing
the chapel "Tous les
Saints".

 The Swiss Ganzsachen Verein (Postal Stationery Club) have announced that in
September 1984 they will host the 'GABRA II' Exhibition, again in Burgdorf. The only
stamps allowed will be Perfins.

 The answer to Question No.144 is: the Pro Juventute set of 1963, 30th November.
 Question No.145 is: that on p.47 of the June 'News Letter', Fig.8, there is a serious
heraldic error. What is it?
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Did You Know?
 August 1984
 The 'NABA' block is on sale only until 31st October 1984, unlike all commemorative
stamps which remain on sale for a year (or even longer, unofficially). So make sure you
have some, in case they sell out before the last day of sale.

 Hans Schwarzenbach has now issued his new 'First-Day' catalogue for the 'NABA' in a
completely new and revised form, entitled "Ersttag and Spezialkatalog, SchweizLiechtenstein-UNO Genf", 214 pages in German, for SFr.22. New features include
complete coverage of Pro Juventute cards and covers, Pro Patria cards, priced
definitives back to 1936, and for special stamps right back to 1900.

 Not all non-Swiss know that there are Swiss terrorists, or freedom fighters, depending on
one's standpoint, fighting for an expansion of the new Canton Jura, i.e. for those Frenchspeaking villages in Canton Bern which did not vote in favour of joining the new Jura.
Two recent acts are shown on Swiss stamps as it happens. The Pro Patria of 1940
shows "Fritz" on the 30c stamp (Z.6), so named because a well-known Fritz Kämpf stood
as the model for this famous monument for the 1914-18 war, standing on the western
border of Switzerland. On the last day of May, the terrorists pulled it over and broke off
the head, but it has now been repaired and re-erected.
A few days later the Unspunnen stone, shown on the 80c „Europa‟ of 1981 (Z.655) was
stolen for the same political reasons, but has not yet been recovered.

 No less than 25 new machine slogans will appear in September, a record I think.
Amongst them are three in handwriting, "Write a letter" in the three official languages.

 50 years ago the outcry started against the seven definitives issued on 2 July 1934, the
new letterpress Landscapes. 28 months later the recess-printed stamps by Karl Bickel
appeared. These two issues also mark the changeover from WZ III to paper without
watermark, and started off the PTT printing its own stamps.

 The answer to Question No.145 is: that in the banner the diagonal dividing the upper
white from the lower blue field is going the wrong way, but was corrected on the special
cover used for the procession on 2nd June.

 Question No.146 is: that in a recent survey of European stamps, Switzerland has the
greatest ratio of men to women. What is the ratio?
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Did You Know?
 September 1984
 The „small‟ Zumstein catalogue has come out with a number of new and useful features,
completely new layout, colour descriptions left out as stamps are in colour, price of cover
for each stamp given, colour key code on right-hand edge of all pages for each group or
section. Essential for all collectors and it helps you to learn German and French.

 The Swiss monthly „Philatelica‟ is carrying out a publicity campaign to increase
subscribers; will still be SFr.19.50 for 1985.

 A book appeared for the 'NABA', entitled “Die kleine Vitrine” (The Small Showcase) by P.
Albiez of Basel, in German, 80 pages, many illustrations, some in colour. A delightful
collection of odd stories about philately. One I liked was that in 1845 when the first
railway was built from Strasburg to Basel it had to penetrate the old medieval town wall.
So Melchior Berri, who had just designed the "Basel Dove" stamp, designed the iron
gate, which was used to close up the hole in the wall during the night, until 1859 when
the wall was broken down.
How many other towns in Europe, or elsewhere, have had this mixture of old and new?

 For a period of only 14 days, a combination of the old 'Rayon' and the new 'Strubel'
stamps were allowed on letters. Such 'Misch-Frankaturen' from the second half of
September 1854 are rare, but two2 of the estimated 30 are on Auction by the well-known
Luzern firm of Rölli on 20-22 September.

 The Liechtenstein firm of Alfons Marxer has brought out a new edition of their Handbook,
which gives a lot of information on stamps and coins of Liechtenstein.

 I have found a booklet, A4, 32 pages in German on "Louis Favre", published by the
Technorama in Winterthur on the 1983 occasion of their special exhibition on the man
behind the building of the Gotthard tunnel 100 years ago. SFr.6 a copy.

 The answer to Question No.146 is: that during the first three decades after the war there
were 3.2 men shown for every woman, and that during the last decade this has changed
to 4 - 1.
Interestingly, Liechtenstein has improved from 1.26 - 1 to 1.17 - 1 during the same
periods, and is the best in Europe.

Question No.147 is: when did Switzerland last issue a 45c stamp?
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Did You Know?
 October 1984
 The Zumstein catalogue has many new ideas and items in it. The useful colouring of the
page edge is taken from the 'NABA' catalogue, the descriptions of the various grades of
paper has been sorted out at last, every type is given a number, 1-16, but no doubt due
to pressure of time the Pro Patria stamps still have the old system.

 I‟m assured that the price of specific stamps on cover does not mean that there must be
only one stamp per cover, but the total must result in a correct postal rate for the cover
shown, and that the stamps must be from the same set, i.e. the new 45c stamp must be
combined with the 5c „Folklore‟ of 1977, to make up the present 50c rate.

 The Pro Patria stamps of 1982 did not do as well as in 1981, and have fallen even
further behind the Pro Juventute stamps in sales.

 The SMV (Thematic Club) has brought out a companion volume to their Swiss
“Motivhandbuch” for all Liechtenstein stamps, which are all illustrated. The first volume
sold out almost immediately, and it looks as if the second will do same. The descriptions
are even longer than was generally the case for the Swiss stamps.

 One of the 'Misch-frankatur' mentioned last month was sold in the Rölli auction for
SFr.25,000 but several collectors have worked out that it was in effect over-franked by
the addition of the Rayon.

 The big new PO in Geneva is now at the station, so that, since June, cancellations now
read 1200 Genève 2, instead of 1. All letters posted in the city are now in orange
fluorescent bar-coding and automatically sorted. The earliest example I have is dated 14
June 1984.
The new Basel 2 MLO also started to use this coding system from 16.7.84

 The first use of the French canceller of new MPO 6 was in
the delightful village of Le Landeron at the top of the lake
of Biel, which has just had the 11th 'Flea-market' there,
now the largest open-air affair in Switzerland. I even found
more covers and cancellations than expected.

 The answer to Question No.147 is: that on 1st March 1923, a 45c airmail stamp was
issued (Z.8).

 Question No.148 is: which Swiss stamps show an emperor?
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Did You Know?
 November 1984
 It was a great pleasure to meet so many old and new friends during my recent visit to
England, at the London meeting on 10th October, and at B.P.E.
Congratulations on the awards of 4 Silver and 1 Bronze, won by HPS members, surely a
record.

 The new postcard issued in secrecy by the PTT is shown here. They had only some
sheets of old uncut 40c postcards (Z.177) which they overprinted with the standard 10c
value tablet, to bring them up to the new 50c rate. Too few they said to tell even their
own Philatelic Bureaus. In June these got issued as normal supplies to PO‟s.
Only in early October did I hear about it,
and a friend found one such booklet of
four at the standard price of SFr.2.
Recently more have appeared so it seems
that some Head PO‟s have sent in their
old stock, now overprinted, but sold loose.
An item to look for, especially used.

 A new type of cancel was introduced by the PTT, following the German example, to help
firms hoodwink receivers of junk mail into thinking that the letter is something more
important. As shown here a stamp is cancelled in black by a private business franking
machine which has a special 24mm diam. town die, with a permit number.
The Roman numeral is the postal region (I to XI) followed by an Arabic number per
district, starting at 11, from where the mail is posted. The post town shown is where the
returned letter will be sent; Zürich 1 in this case, dated 22.10.84. I believe the very first
was on 17th October.
This will become a new cancel to
collect, as perhaps it will be
dropped in a year or so. It seems
the PTT expect only about 30-40
mail order and charities will be
interested. Instead of a neutral
slogan, any text is allowed.
But what do you call them?

 The answer to Question No.148 is: that in 1921 the 40c Pro Juventute (Z.20) shows
Emperor Rudolf of Habsburg and the 30c Pro Patria of 1972 shows the Roman Emperor
Marcus Aurelius (Z.156).

 Question No.149 is: that fish have been shown on Swiss stamps more often than I
thought ... which ones?
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Did You Know?
 December 1984
 A by-product of the new 35c Pro Juventute stamp, showing Heidi with a friend, is that the
worst or only error on a „K‟ pictorial cds has been eliminated. The old cancel K.517
shows a girl with two long plaits, presumably
blonde, but the new one K.517a, shows a girl
answering to Johanna Spyri (PJ Z.138 5c 1951)
whose book shows short black curly hair. FirstDay coinciding with first-day of stamps,
26.11.84.
K 517

K 517a

 The Philatelisten-Club (not to be confused with the Philatelisten-Verein) in Winterthur
has just celebrated its 100th birthday with an exhibition and publication of an excellent
book “Die Postgeschichte von Winterthur bis 1900” in German, for SFr.16.80, 80 pages,
many coloured illustrations, hard back.

 Before coils were made from 'endless' printed strips for vending machines, counter
sheets were cut up and joined by hand. This short piece of overlap is now greatly sought
after as proof that a particular stamp was used for this purpose (as PTT records are so
poor from a philatelic viewpoint).
As these sheets were of 10 rows of 10 only, one bright lad in the PTT had the idea of
printing bigger sheets, namely 10 x 30, so that only half the number of joins need be
made. This has been proved by the discovery of three strips of 20 stamps of the 'Tell
Boy' being found over the years in different places, the significance being only recently
realised. There is always something new under the sun.

 The PTT, under pressure from their staff, are allowing more and more counters to be
'non-smokers' only. Now there is talk of making that a general rule all over, but a drop in
sales is expected, especially in country PO‟s.

 The newest 'accident' with Frama labels is that in Seen PO (8405 Winterthur) the paper
roll was put in inside out so that the impression came onto the gummed side of the
paper. At least, for a price, one can now exhibit stamp and gum quite conveniently.

 At the beginning of 1984 the Philatelic Bureau in Vaduz announced that they would
follow the Swiss postal rate changes on 1 March 1984, and that the following stamps
would be withdrawn from sale at the end of 1984: Nos. 320, 270, 280, the series No. 250
and the postcards of 1976.

 The answer to Question No.149 is: that fish have been shown on the following Swiss
stamps: 20c of 1959 (Z.345), SFr.1.10 of 1982 (Z.678), 20c of 1983 (Z.689), 5c Pro
Juventute of 1921 (Z.22), 20c Pro Patria of 1961 (Z.105), 10c & 30c of 1965 (Z.124 &
126), 50c of 1968 (Z.141) and 40c of 1973 (Z.160)

 Question No.150 is: that the present series of four Pro Juventute stamps show a large
proportion of foreigners. Which series showed even more?
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Did You Know?
 January 1985
 The SVP will issue a second supplement to their Local Publicity Handbook (K cancels) in
March 1985, covering the years 1980 to 1984. This has been delayed by the „M‟
Handbook. Price and ordering details will be given in the next 'News Letter'. There are
still some copies of the original Handbook and Supplement 1 available, and their prices
will also be given then.

 Quite recently an SVP member discovered a new version of the Sierre cancel (K34:3)
the most noticeable difference, is that all items in the upper segment touch the line
above the date in the new version only (K34z:3).
Only one other has been found, dated 1964, but there must be
hundreds in the UK. We would like to estimate last-day of K34 and
first-day of K34z, so please let me know what you have as soon as
possible, and anything else too, of course.

 A remarkable error has been discovered by Claude Mistely. The No. 157 shown on the
plane of the 20c air stamp of 1944 (Z.38) belongs to a Fokker single-engine plane and
not to the three-engine one shown. Swissair have confirmed this to me, but have not said
what it should have been. I think 190 from my records.

 The fourth "Spezi" booklet has appeared, continuing the study of printing errors of
photogravure stamps. Very good indeed, but in German. Copy will be in the Library.

 The NABA ZÜRI exhibit on Karl Bickel Sr. is now on show at the Postal Museum in Bern
until 3 March 1985.

 For those with change left in their pockets can subscribe to a "wonderful" offer of 25
replicas in gold-plated silver of famous "Soldier Stamps", in a leather case, with a
leather-bound volume "History of the Swiss Army". Only 5000 sets will be made, and I
hope our readers are not on the list.

 The answer to Question No.150 is: to me, the 1974 UPU set in which two of the three
were foreigners.

 Question No.151 is taken from an article in the Rapp auction firm's quarterly magazine
on collecting: which Swiss stamps show a post-horn as part of the design, i.e. not a small
detail?
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Did You Know?
 February 1985
 The vast number of railway enthusiasts amongst philatelists will be glad to hear that the
PTT has just bought its first four locomotives: They will be used for shunting at their
parcels sorting centres of Däniken and (to be opened) Zürich-Müllingen. By buying their
own electric shunters (Type Ee 3/3) they are independent of the SBB.

 The SVP Supplement No. 2 to their K-Handbook is making progress, but all prices are
not yet fixed for publication. Next month for sure.

 Zumstein has taken over the PEN catalogue, since the owner's death a few years ago,
and has now published the Special & MPO cancellations for 1982-1984 for SFr.20.

 In their January issue of the BBZ, Zumstein announced that there are two versions of the
10c overprint on the old 40c postcards. The single cards (returned from PO‟s) were
overprinted in letterpress, somewhat thicker, while the cards still in large uncut sheets
were overprinted in offset, somewhat thinner, and made into booklets of four cards each.
These are the rare ones. See illustrations below.

 A well-known couple from (or possibly 'of') Wales spent some days in Malbun recently.
This upper valley of Liechtenstein was uninhabited in winter only 50 years ago, as shown
on two stamps, the 50 Rp of 1930 (Z.92) and the 1Fr. Zeppelin of 1931 (Z.7). What a
change!

 The answer to Question No.151 is: that the following stamps show a post-horn: the
Transitionals, i.e. the so-called „Vaud‟ 4c & 5c, and the „Winterthur‟; the Rayons; 10c
MPO of 1937 & 1946; the 1943 Centenary of Swiss stamps issue; all three values for the
Federal Post Centenary; 5c Pro Patria in 1950 for Federal Posts centenary; the pair in
1953 for the MPO‟s; 5c in 1955 for the Lausanne Philatelic Exhibition; 5c in 1956 for the
50 years of Postal Coaches; 10c for the St.Gallen exhibition in 1959; 20c postal
messenger stamp of 1960; the „Europa‟ issue of 1967 and 1973 perhaps; The 30c for the
1971 NABA in Basel; 30c in 1974 for 125 years of PTT.
A post-horn is also shown in the old emblem for the 1978 LEMANEX; the 40c PTT of
1980, and finally, three of the four Pro Patria stamps in 1981.

 Question No.152 is: that now the first stamp has just appeared with a text in Romansch,
which Swiss stamps carry a text in English?
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Did You Know?
 March 1985
 For more than a year now I have seen badly registered
labels, in that the red „R‟ is twice the thickness of the
normal letter. There must have been a colossal piece of
bad printing somewhere.

 The PTT opened their first Philatelic Office in Bern on 15.8.43, but
I find it remarkable that they are
still using the same R-label,
without the PLZ, after 42 years!

 The February 1985 edition of the BBZ pictures a double-impression to
be found on the new 45c definitives, affecting a number of stamps in
the two lower sheet rows, mainly in the middle. This defect has not been caused by
paper movement during printing, but by inaccurate placing of the transfer roller during repressing the worn cylinder. Therefore, it has most likely been corrected already.
The 25c of the same issue date shows such small defects that it will not be catalogued.
Nothing has been found on the 60c so far.

 Many HPS members have no doubt noticed that Cuba is printing its stamps, and for
others as well, on larger and larger pieces of paper. The reason is to be found in the
above mentioned BBZ. It seems that the Denner supermarket chain in Switzerland, as
one of the last, has now entered the philatelic sphere, but instead of selling highly priced
FDCs etc. it is offering 8 of the above stamps for every 10-roll multi-pack of toilet paper!

 Everyone knows the two famous stamp printers in Switzerland, the PTT and Courvoisier,
but few know of the third, Impressor SA, in Prilly near Lausanne. The customers are
some former French colonial states in Africa, such as Chad.

 The new Supplement 2 of the K-Handbook will contain details of 285 new „K‟ cancels,
and a few others, on about 20 double-sided pages. The price is not yet quite fixed, but is
expected to be £4 to £5.

 The answer to Question No.152 is: that all Swiss stamps with an English text have
something to do with air travel, the opening of airports of Zürich and Basel in 1953 and
1979, and the three Swissair anniversaries in 1956, 1960 and 1981.

 Question No.153 is: that the new 80c stamp shows a "high dam". Which other Swiss
stamps show such a type of dam?
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Did You Know?
 April 1985
 The first Swiss Sport stamp, 50c + 20c surcharge will appear in February 1986. One
stamp every three to four years has been agreed to by the PTT. However, the Sport
organisations are planning a major campaign to sell 15m stamps via special covers,
booklets (as Pro Juventute from sheets) etc. etc. That is the catch - beware.

 A video of the NABA procession through the streets of Zürich is planned, as recorded by
Swiss TV, if enough orders are received; in German only.
A record can also be obtained of the special march written for the NABA opening
ceremony.

 The exhibition now on at the Swiss Postal Museum until 9th June 1985 covers the Tax
stamps, by Mr. F. Buchmaller of Basel and Mr. W. Eigenmann of Kilchberg.
Much material from the PTT Archives and storerooms is on show for the first time, such
as the original blocks and galvanos. The solution to Mr. Katcher's rayed 5c has so far not
been found.

 In 1963 a German specialist discovered that the red cancellation used during the first,
and only, International Gliding Camp on the Jungfraujoch, from 4th to 18th September
1935, came in two versions, as shown.
This fact has come to light via an American
collector, who has strikes of type „b‟, the rarer
one? Note the relationship of certain letters to
the 'corners' of the segments.
Type ‘a’

Type’b’

 The answer to Question No.153 is: that a high dam is also shown on the famous 20c
stamp of 1949 (Z.301). A dam situated at such height provides high pressure water for
electricity during the shorter peak periods, while a low dam as on the 30c from the same
set (Z.303), that of Verbois on the Rhone below Geneva, provides low pressure water for
the continuous generation of base-load electricity.

 Question No.154 is: in which year did the CEPT quadruple post-horn first appear, and for
which subsequent years?
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Did You Know?
 May 1985
 The 1984 Conference in Hamburg decided to increase the monies to be paid for
international postal services. This means that the Swiss PTT will have to pass these
costs onto their faithful customers, you and me. Therefore, the postal rates will increase
early in 1986. The previous rise was in January 1976, not bad.

 On the 27/28 April 1985 in Interlaken, the SVPhV held a symposium on general philatelic
organisations, attended by over 100 delegates from 50 of the 141 affiliated clubs.
Amongst the 23 speakers were PTT and SBZ officials, with interesting facts.

 The Fund for Furthering Philately has spent, since it was founded in 1965, the sum of
SFr.11.25m on exhibitions, new frames, literature, youth groups etc., and still has
SFr.6m capital in hand.

 Sri Lanka has just issued a stamp printed in Hungary, but on paper made in Switzerland.
 On 11th May there will be a general festival from Zürich-Oerlikon to Bülach for the
opening of the double train line all the way to Bülach. There will be attractions at all
stations on this line, with cheap tickets between them. The MPO cachet illustrated shows
one of the new SBB/PTT TPOs.
Above the letter-box on the left there is a new style of
identification No., a yellow block with the new PTT
logo on the left then a three-figure No. in black, 900
and so on, very prominent.

 The next illustration shows the private cachet used by the company that runs the ships
on the Lake of Zürich, to celebrate the 150 years since the
first ship, the 'Minerva' sailed. More information later about
this event.

 The old Paddle-wheel steamer "Unterwald" has now finished its refitting (saved from the
scrap yard following public outcry and subscription) and will be re-launched on 16th May,
but no postal cancel that I can find.

 The answer to Question No.154 is: that in 1964 the 'Europa‟ stamps first showed the four
post-horn signet, or logo, and this was used again in 1967, 1974-1976, 1979 and then
from 1981 onwards.

 Question No.155 is about music, as this is the subject of the 'Europa' stamps this year:
which Swiss stamps show musical instruments?
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Did You Know?
 June 1985
 Your correspondent was not invited by the PTT to the opening ceremony, on 3rd June, of
the largest multi-million SFr Parcel Sorting Office, 8010 Zürich-Mülligen.
The office will employ 1000 staff and use 14 km. of conveyor belts to handle all parcels
for eastern Switzerland, using lots of the latest electronic memories.
Guided tours are booked for more than a year in advance.

 Sales of the 'NABA-ZÜRI' block reached about 2½ m, adding nearly 1m to the Fund for
Furthering Philately, making its capital now SFr.8,332,791.97.

 The Bern Philatelic Society celebrates its Centenary this year, with a Bourse and
exhibition on 14-16 June, and a book for all members. Dr. Ganz is showing his collection
of cancels and covers on 'Bern' towns in the USA, the result of an incredible amount of
research, as many of these “Bern villes” no longer exist.

 I was pleased to have seen the 'Regiophil' in Solothurn during the weekend of 18th May,
and to see the 'Silver' exhibit of HPS Member R. Wightman, who is also the Treasurer of
the Winterthur Philatelic Society. His subject "Italian Occupation of the Dodecanese" is a
bit exotic by Swiss standards. Useful catalogue - copy in the Library.

 The Fund for Furthering Philately has just paid SFr.240, 000 for Hr Liniger's postmark
collection, which is of infinite value, especially for the 19th century marks.
A substantial part of this extensive collection was bought by him, in the 1940s, from a
scrap-paper merchant who had been given the job of clearing out a lot of old PTT junk,
including the old PO postmark impression books of all the old Post Offices.

 The machine cancellation in Ladin which was made for the PO‟s of Samedan, Scuol and
Pontresina only, has been lost in the post, so a new one has been made, in Romansch
Grischun this time, making it the sixth language used for this slogan, "Write Cards and
Make Friends".

 For the first time there was no MPO with a
special cancellation at this year's MUBA in
Basel; it seems that the organisers wanted a lot
more from the PTT as parking fee than they
were prepared to pay. There was a machine
slogan, as before.

 The answer to Question No.155 is: that there are, excluding post-horns, only three Swiss
stamps showing musical instruments, the 20c of 1955 plus the 40c Pro Patria of 1951,
both showing an alphorn and a guitar on the 1975 „Europa‟ 30c.

 Question No.156 is: which philatelic item has carried the greatest surcharge? Note that
this year's Pro Patria has a face value of SFr.2.60 and a surcharge of SFr.1.15.

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 6

Did You Know?
 July 1985
 The PTT are proposing, for the 1986 foreign postal rate increases: a letter rate change
from 80 to 90c for CEPT countries and 90 to 100c for the rest, with the airmails
increasing the same. Parcels by even more.

 The illustration right shows the first-day cancel used for the gift
packs at the opening ceremony of the new parcel distribution centre
at Zürich-Mülligen on 29th May.
The actual PO opened on 3rd June and, we have discovered, it has
an unannounced cancelling machine for PP only.

 The illustration below shows a curiosity that might become the leader of a pack.
For the first time, since being allowed to
do this in 1981, the PTT has a Swiss and
a French stamp and cancellation
together on the same envelope, which is
normally forbidden, but is possible for
philatelic shows etc., where both
administrations have a stand.

 This year marks 75 years of the Military Airfield of Dübendorf-Wangen. Combined with
various military exhibitions there is a special show in the aviation museum and a special
philatelic exhibition in the village of Wangen on the northern side of the field.
The special cancel below shows the Swissair use of the field for their services pre-war by
the DC-3. Then a Farman as one of the first planes to use the field
in 1911, then a US-made Tiger
fighter of the present Swiss Air
Force, then a Klemm private
plane for the AeCs interest. The
slogan cancel used in both Zürich
and Dübendorf is shown right.

 The Swiss Bank Corporation has a large window display in its main Bern building,
showing all the Swiss stamps connected with the Canton of Bern, a very successful
piece of advertising.

 The answer to Question No.156 is: the special block of 1945 in aid of War victims, which
sold at SFr.10, of which only SFr.3 was for possible postage. In the 1950s the FIP made
a rule that the surcharge must not exceed 50% of the postage part. This has been strictly
adhered to by Switzerland ever since.

 Question No.157 is: how many stamps did the Bank put on show in Bern?
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Did You Know?
 August 1985
 Following my note in last month's DYK on the FIP rule about surcharges, I came across
a correction made in 1948, in that the 50% limit was removed for philatelic exhibitions.

 The 1st August cancellation used in Fribourg, shown in last month‟s Newsletter, has
caused some raised eyebrows here. Jean Tinguely makes moving statues, fountains etc,
using scrap metal wheels, levers, rods, belts etc., which whirr and bang away, "much
ado about nothing", reflecting our over-technical society which produces only useless
movement. He is not popular in all circles.

 The PTT have announced that a new booklet will go on sale on 2nd September 1985,
priced at SFr.10, containing the same stamps as the SFr.5 booklet, but with ten more of
the 50c value. This means that the pane with the two hatched spaces will not appear.
These will be counter sold only, as the present vending machines are only for a single
SFr.5 coin.

 The PTT provide cancelled booklets, on the first day of issue (no pre-release sales) in
that each pane is cancelled with „BERN Annahme‟, without pulling the booklet to pieces.
This can be requested at any time at any post office, but will probably not be done so
carefully.

 The SVP Supplement 2 to their Handbook of Local Publicity Cancellations will be ready
early in September. Price will be SFr.14.

 The illustration below is from a new book that has appeared for the celebrations for 150
Years of Steam Ships on the Lake of Zürich.
It is a collection of articles by 12 or
more authors on various aspects, a
lot of old authentic information, plans,
etc. are included. Put together by
Josua Dürst.
150 pages in German, many
illustrations, it costs SFr.25.

 The owners of the old sailing ships were not pleased at all at this new development. Today all fleets are thriving, with commuters and holidaymakers.

 The answer to Question No.157 is: 31 stamps were put on show in Bern. But I have
noticed in a leaflet they sent me that one has been forgotten, the 35c of 1960, as they
show only the SFr.1.30 of 1963, of the same guild house in Biel. Otherwise no paper
varieties are shown or similar non-specialist items.

 Question No.158 is: which Swiss stamp shows a shell or scallop, and why?
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Did You Know?
 September 1985
 All those members who order a 'K' Cancel Handbook Supplement No. 2 from the HPS
will get an introduction in English, which will help them with the main Handbook too.

 The first-day cancel shown was applied to a new Italian stamp of
350 Lire issued on 1.6.85 in a tourism series, but it shows a town
that belonged to Switzerland from 1510-1797, together with quite
an area of land. After being taken by Napoleon it was not handed
back at the Congress of Vienna in 1815. Still regretted in
Switzerland.

 At the large air-show held at Dübendorf on the 31.8.85 (see July DYK) there were two
MPOs, Nos. 5 & 6, a rare concession, for the 100,000 spectators.
The door of the B17 Flying Fortress could not be opened in flight, so the covers on board
could not be dropped in their containers over Bex as planned.

 The new "small" Zumstein catalogue for 1986 has again tables to give the equivalent
Michel and Yvert Nos., which had been dropped for two years, but I see that the SG &
Scott Nos. have not been re-introduced.

 Next time you see a Schweppes advert, or drink some, remember that it was invented,
i.e. carbonated water in commercial quantities, by a Swiss, Jacob S. of Geneva in 1883.
This remarkable piece of news I gleaned from the blurb on the latest 22p Jersey stamp
of the Huguenot issue.

 From 29 August until 1 December, the exhibition in the PTT Museum will be on the 19th
century cancellations of Canton Glarus, from the collection of Paul Feser of Solothurn.
This will be popular amongst the specialists.

 There are big auctions in September: 5-7th Marken Müller in Basel; 12-14th Rölli in
Luzern; 23-28th Corinphila in Zürich. This will set the trend for 1986; will let you know
later if anything can be learnt.

 The first-day cancel of 2nd September in Liechtenstein shows an old picture of a
diamond resisting a blow with a hammer. A diamond used to be called a “luminous
stone” in German and became "Liechtenstein” but why is not explained.

 The answer to Question No.158 is: the 20c Pro Juventute of 1981 with two shells.
 Question No.159 is: why was the SFr.3 stamp redrawn in 1931 when the high values
were re-issued in new colours?
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Did You Know?
 October 1985
 Together with the new SFr.10 booklet on 2.9.85, the PTT issued a new version of the
SFr.5 booklet, this time with an orange cover, and for the first time in 20 odd years,
without an advert for Zumstein.
This booklet will not be supplied by the PTT under standing orders, as they do not
consider it as a new type.

 The 1985 Pro Juventute booklet will contain only three panes of 4 x 50c stamps, with no
'Christmas Card' 35c stamps. I wonder if this is a good idea, as sales are dropping.

 The GABRA II in Burgdorf was most interesting and the organisers' invitations to foreign
collectors provided a wide coverage of good, not-to-otherwise seen exhibits, as it was all
non-competitive. A copy of the catalogue is in the HPS Library.
Two interesting articles to be recommended: one by Max Schio (organiser) on the
Express labels (with a reference to Ivan Tillen's article in 'Postal History International' of
1973), and the other by Jann Etter on the newly discovered postcard (Z.151a) with
official 10c addition.

 The recent 'K' cancel No.991 of Wermatswil commemorates the
farmer Jakob Gujer, who changed the whole system of farming in
Switzerland and surrounding countries. He was visited by many
European notables, including Goethe, and introduced the potato to
Switzerland, and winter feeding of cattle, natural fertilisation of fields,
composting, etc.

 Two interesting booklets have been published here recently of interest to philatelists:
"Schiffe aus Alter Zeit" on the ships of Lake Luzern, SFr.12. 61 pages with 11 ships
shown in black & white, 1984, and “Glattfeldens Postverbindungen zur Zeit Gottfried
Keller", published by the Social Democratic Party of Glattfelden, no less, with many
pictures of postal historical interest, SFr.13.

 A booklet is being prepared for issue in 1987 to commemorate 50 years of Swiss MPO‟s.
The assistance of philatelists is being sought to compile a listing of all the different 'R'
labels.

 The answer to Question No.159 is: that at the time in 1931, Switzerland was most
worried about the political interference of Italian Fascists, mainly in Canton Ticino, so the
decision was taken to remove the Fascist bundles with axe from at least that stamp, but
could not be taken from the arms of St.Gallen.

 Question No.160 is: that the Bakers Centenary has been shown on the current 50c
stamp. Which other stamps show bread?
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Did You Know?
 November 1985
 13 years after their draft listing of Swiss Perfins, R. Hürlimann & F. Ganz have now
published their definitive list in a neat little book covering this fascinating subject in great
detail, in German, French and English, 138 A5 sized pages for SFr.18.50.

 Very few collectors in Switzerland know, or want to know, that the first (1967) coding and
sorting plant is going to be dismantled and replaced by a more modern Telefunken
installation in 1986, which will include an optical character recognition (OCR) part. This
means that the present set of 8 yellow coding bars will be replaced by a line of 16
orange-red bars along the bottom edge of the covers, as at present in Basel and
Geneva.

 100,000 visitors to the Zurich Airport Open Weekend (26/27 October) for the baptism of
the new Terminal A Finger-dock, could see two items of philatelic interest. An excellent
display by the PTT of early, and present, airmail photos, documents etc, and the large
baggage handling plant with electronic control but using Flight Nos. instead of post-c
des. At 9000 bags per hour its capacity is more in-line with the new PTT sorting plant for
parcels at Mülligen.

 The „LUPO 85‟ held in the Transport Museum in Luzern attracted over 7000 spectators
to an excellent varied show, Paris balloons in space, with all exhibitors getting the same
medallion.

 The Pro Juventute stamps will have 80 & 90c to replace the old 70 & 80c, in accordance
with the new 1986 foreign letter rate. Up to now the 70c has always been the most
difficult to find; now it will be the 80c for foreign postcards, and not only for Pro Juventute
sets.

 The slogan illustrated here is to be used in Bellinzona
in November as publicity for a Day of the Stamp in
Aquarossa, and is remarkable, not for its reference to
the new Pro Juventute „Hansel & Gretl‟ stamp, but that
it shows a postmark on a postmark, a rare item.

 The answer to Question No.160 is: that bread as such is not shown on any stamp, only a
croissant on the 80c Pro Patria of 1980.

 Question No.161 is: wheat is shown on a number of stamps, but which?
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Did You Know?
 December 1985
 The Swiss foreign postal rates go up on 1st January 1986 from their old January 1965
level, as follows:
Letters:
Letters:
Postcards:
Printed Matter:*
Printed Matter:

20g
CEPT
20g
Mediterranean
Europe + Mediterranean
“
“
“
“

80c/90c (old/new)
90/110
Rest 120/140
70/80
Rest 100/110
50/60
Rest 60/70
65/80
Rest 70/90

Note that all by air except *, and that five words of conventional greetings on a postcard
still rate as printed matter. Registration 150/200.

 The new printing machine in the PTT's works, the SSR IV (Stahl-Stich Rotation) has
already printed the 1986 „Europa‟ stamps in a combined engraved and offset process.
It can print up to seven colours in the same run, and the PTT have high hopes of even
more beautiful definitives etc., although they will
still be using Courvoisier as before.
"Specimen" trial prints can be obtained from the
Philatelic service in Bern. See illustration.
The PTT prints about 650m stamps per year.
On the 9th September 1986, only 6 of the 12
new definitives will appear, i.e. 5, 10, 25, 35, 80
and 90c, according to the latest information.

 The Swiss monthly "Philatelica", which was always first with the news, will cease
publication as from January 1986. Also the quarterly "Rapport" (on collecting in general)
by the Rapp auction house has gone too. Pity.
The German monthly "Briefmarkenspiegel" has taken over "Philatelica" and some sort of
combined publication will be made.

 The PTT Museum has acquired two extensive collections, part of which will be on show
until 2nd February 1986, covering Telegraph stamps & cancels, and Customs cancels.
Both subjects have been winning medals etc. and specialists can see them now on
display, and later for study when the new Museum opens.

 Last year the Philatelic Office in Luzern moved to the Buobenmatt shopping centre, just
west of the end of the covered bridge. An attractive brochure is available with illustrations
of 55 stamps from Central Switzerland in colour (Tell & Tell Boy are missing). A list is
given of no less than 40 PO‟s that have philatelic counters in the area, a record for
Switzerland I think.

 The answer to Question No.161 is: that wheat is shown on the following stamps: 30c Pax
of 1945 (Z.263); 10c 1954 (Z.316); 30c 1963 (Z.308) and the 20c Pro Juventute of 1921
(Z.19).

 Question No.162 is: which Swiss stamp shows a plant specially associated with
Christmas?
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Did You Know?
 January 1986
 The PTT has started a big campaign to win subscribers to the Standing Order Service for
Special (S) and local Publicity (K) cancellations. Attractive leaflets are available in four
languages. Strangely, their existing service for MPO cancels is not mentioned. Collection
sheets and sheetlets have got a bit mixed up too.

 Over 4000 copies of the SVP Handbook
Han
have been sold since it first came out in 1977.
Members and Bulletin-only
only subscribers have received two double-page
page updates, a total
of 56.

 The last
ast cancel in 1985 was K1010 on 11.12.85. For
or the 49 years since the first one in
1942, that makes an average of nearly 24 per year, but as 102 pages have now been
filled, this gives a total of 1424 different cancels, an average of 31 per year. The
difference is mainly due to the introduction of the postcodes, and to changes of it, as well
as new designs.

 Swiss sculptor Alberto Giacometti has been honoured by a French
large sized Art stamp showing two dogs in his typical style. The
first-day cancel is shown here.

 Dr.. H. Kaumann has discovered a new facet of the printing of the stamps having the
multiple crosses WIII watermark. They can be either with crosses horizontal or vertical,
as shown on the modified
odified sketch from the SBZ of December
Dec
1985, depending how the
sheet was cut from the roll of watermarked paper.
As some issues come entirely in one or other
othe
orientation (as far as can be determined so
far) and others in both, Zumstein intend to
record this variation in their catalogues. Single
stamps cannot show enough crosses, but the
direction of curling, when wet, can be an
indication (my suggestion).

 The
he New York Museum of Modern Art is showing paintings from the Prince of
Liechtenstein's collection for the first time. Three are shown on the stamps issued on 2
2nd
September and are also contained in a new type of publication, a folder, A5 size,
showing on each page a representation of the three paintings, together with a mint
stamp in a Hawid mount. Very nice.

 The
he answer to Question No.162
No.
is: that mistletoe is shown on the 60c P
Pro Juventute of
1974 (Z.251). This parasite is quite extensive in Graubünden,
Graub nden, to be seen on many trees
at about 1000 m., but had only recently become a Christmas symbol here.

 Question No.163 is on the WIII watermark and the note and excellent sketch on p.21 of
the Amateur Collector Catalogue. Why is Z.190 the exception?
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Did You Know?
 February 1986
 Although I’m
m not an enthusiast for mixing philately with numismatics I think it should be
mentioned that in June this year the special SFr.5 piece will also commemorate the
Battle of Sempach in 1306.
Such valid coins have been produced in silver in 1936, 1939, 1941, 19
1944, 1948 and
1963,
63, and the older ones cost hundreds of francs to-day.
to
Cupro-nickel
nickel coins have been
issued since 1974, and often have a motif similar to stamps of the year.

 The
he SBB have issued a booklet in German, 44 A4 pages for SFr.12 on all the railway
issues, machines, wagons, etc. in the Transport Museum in Luzern.
A most useful collection of specifications, photos etc. but not much on TPOs.

 HPS member Royy Christian has drawn my attention to a most useful SBB publ
publication:
"Scheinennetz Schweiz"" in German & French, bound A4, 170 pages of details on the
fixed installations of all railways in Switzerland. Numerous b & w photos show many
historic details not found elsewhere.

 The Swiss Fund for Furthering Philately has made a big
big financial contribution to the
publication of a three-volume
volume history of Sardinia, in Italian, which received a large gold
medal at the 'Italia' exhibition. Although
Althoug accompanied by a summary in German, French
and English, I cannot see what most
mos clubs in Switzerland
itzerland will do with it (each club gets a
free copy), at SFr.240 the lot, and that other literature on Swiss stamps etc. would have
been more deserving.
What about the postal history of Bongo-Bongo?
Bongo
Although
though I admit that the Kingdom of
Sardinia included half mainland Italy in those days.

 In celebration of the new stamp for 2000 years of Roman Switzerland,
Switzerland Chur has brought
out a new 'K' cancel for the first-day of the 80c
value. Note that as Chur 2 has a machine
publicity slogan, this cancel is for Chur
Ch 1.
Sempach
empach has brought out a new version of K398
for the nice 50c (As shown right).

 The
he answer to Question No.163
No.
is: that stamp Z.190 was printed by Courvo
Courvoisier in
photogravure on plain white paper, their first for the PTT.

 Question No.164 is about the Romans in a way:
way Edward Gibbon (“Decline
Decline & Fall of the
Roman Empire”)) spent the five most formative years of his life in Lausanne where he
met his only girl friend. After he had returned home to England, she married and had a
famous daughter who is portrayed on a Swiss 80c stamp. What is the name of the
daughter?
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Did You Know?
 March 1986
 One
ne of the additional pleasures of visiting the PTT Postal Museum in Bern is to see
which new publications they have on sale, things you can get nowhere else, and which
you did not even know existed, as publicity is so badly coordinated (but I have now made
a few concrete suggestions which may help philatelists).
One item to be recommended is a new set of 32 postcards (those on sale singly),
additions to the four well-kn
known sets of about a dozen cards each, at SFr.10
SFr.10, the
cheapest full-colour
colour picture postcards in Switzerland and all of interest to one's philatelic
friends.

 No.2
2 in the PTT brochure series is "Die
"
Posthausschilder der Schweiz",
", 80 pages of
fascinating pictures
tures of post-house
post
shields through the ages;
es; in German and French.

 Post
ost Offices in Switzerland are obliged (by
(b decree) to give and receive change in
virtually unlimited amounts. Coins are issued in standard rolls, which POs, banks and
others make up and stamp on the outside.
Recently a Turkish "guest worker" obtained a roll of 20c pieces for his wife to use in the
coin-operated
operated washing machine in their block of flats (common practice). But they didn't
work, so he took them back to the PO
P to complain. They turned
urned out to be Fr.20 gold
"Vrenelis" worth £50
50 each,
each and have exactly the same diameter as the 20c piece.
The outside of the roll was clearly marked "20" (50 years ago), but the abnormal lengt
length
had not been noticed, neither at the PO or bank, where they had been handed in as part
of a deceased's estate.

 The
he last numismatic note for a long time is that due to the ever-spreading
ever spreading "plastic
money" the Swiss Mint is cutting down production of coins by 25-30%.
25
.

 The UN in Geneva up-rated
rated their 70c postcard
postc
to
80c by printing in a red frank for the additional
10c, but never told anyone at any time, so firstday cancelled can be considered rare.

 The answer to Question No.164
No.
is: that the daughter
er became Madame de Stael, shown
in 1969 on Z.475.

 Question No.165 is: which
ich Pro
P Juventute stamp indicates the Battle of Sempach?
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Did You Know?
 April 1986
 I’ve just passed the first stage of my philatelic apprenticeship, as I have now received my
"Veterans" lapel badge, for 25 years membership of an affiliated Union of Swiss
Philatelic Society,, namely the Swiss Thematic Club. What will the next 25 years bring?

 Once
nce again a general symposium was held, in Zürich
Z rich this time, for all affiliated member
clubs, to air any problems, and for the committee to show how complex the whole
philatelic business was getting. Sadly I was on holiday.

 The
he present show in the PTT Museum is the large gold winning exhibit (NABA) by
E.Brenzikofer on the theme of ‘Play and Sport in Ice and Snow’,, running until 25th May.
It is a terrific display.
y. He is a leading member of SMV from Bern.

 The
he Swiss 'Europa' stamps are coming out this year, for the first time, together with the
Pro Patria on 27th May, instead of 3-4
3 4 weeks ahead. The PTT think that only four issues
a year can be handled to the satisfaction
satisfaction of its customers. Quite right too.

 The
he SMV publication No. 21 "Motivhandbuch Liechtenstein",
", a description of all stamps
of Liechtenstein, has surpassed all records;
records over 9000 copies have been sold so far. The
one on Swiss stamps was sold out soon
s
after publication.

 There is now a flood of philatelic promotional leaflets from 9485 Nendeln (make your
fortune etc. type) issued by the German firm of Sieger AG. The only interesting thing
about them is the cancellation, being one of the new black private frank
nking machine
impressions, made to look like something important.
As can be seen in the example left,
the cancel clearly shows the (FL),
the IX of Swiss Postal Region St.
Gallen, and the number of the PTT
licence held by Sieger, or his
advertising agent (the first was No.
11).

 The answer to Question No.165
No.
is: the 40c Pro Juventute stamp of 1922 (Z
(Z.24), showing
Duke Leopold of Austria, and the symbolic Winkelried of Central Switzerland. Note that
this battle is also commemorated on
n the National Fete 5c stamp of 1940 (Z.3).

 Question No.166 is: How many Swiss stamps refer to the Roman conquest?
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Did You Know?
 May 1986
 The
he PTT has just announced that to balance their books in a fairer way they intend to
raise postal rates, but make telephone calls cheaper: When this will take place was not
mentioned, but not this year certainly.

 The
he PTT Head, Guido Nobel, is well versed in philatelic affairs (I have heard him speak
on more than one occasion) but has said in his defence that it didn't matter that he gave
away
way to guests at his birthday party SFr.30,000 of PTT FDCs
FDC "as these were worthless".
Was he right? Is the PTT wise to tell that to their FDC customers?

 Most
ost stamp collectors take out a PTT
PT subscription for a mint and a used
used, in singles and
blocks of four,, and a set of FDCs
FDC with a set and each value on its cover, single and as
blocks of four.. That makes 16 actual sets per issue. The blocks of four I object to. For
resale the used must be with gum and with a first-day cancellation:
ion: Such blocks on
modern FDCs are truly worthless.

 The
he April issue of the SBZ has an article in French listing all the known numbers to be
found on the Franco stamps issued to charities etc from 1911 to 1940.
Arranged according to canton the early numbers
numbers are given, then the new numbers from
1926 of which blocks were issued to each postal region (I
( to XI).
I). These stamps should
be collected on cover iff possible,
possible to show the name of the charity, or better still, to show
nothing, as the sending institution's
institutio
name was in the number code.

 The well-known
known firm of Ziegler has given up selling from the old 1st floor shop near the
Zürich
rich station after 57 years. Their stock and new-issue
new issue customers have been taken over
by the firm of Mr.. & Mrs. Bietenholz,
Bietenhol who have
ve run a stamp business from Dietikon, near
Zürich,
rich, for 15 years and are well-known
well
at all bourses and shows.

 The
he special cancel shown, for 650 years of the Zürich Guilds, also
shows what an attractive stamp could be produced for the local
philatelic counter, if the PTT
PT were to drop the present very dry,
sober postmark. And all the other counters as well.
See also the 'NABA-ZÜRI'I' special postmark of 1984.

 For
or the 1987 Stage III Regiophil to be held in Luzern in May, a new idea is to be tried
out, in that exhibits will be grouped in three periods: up to 1907, up to 1945
1945, and modern
stamps. This is to give younger collectors a better chance, as the old stamps can hardly
be collected to-day.
day. This follows a German trend.

 The
e answer to Question No.166
No.
is: that 14 Swiss stamps show Roman items. See article
now running in the Newsletter.
Newsletter

 Question No.167 is: how many stamps show pre-historic
pre
items?
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Did You Know?
 June 1986
 The
he ninth Swiss to sign the "Roll of Distinguished Philatelists" will be Paola Vollmeier for
his three-volume
volume work on the “Postal History of Sardinia”,, as well as many other activities
on forgeries etc.

 SVP
VP members are about to get their third double-sided
double
sheet of 'K Cancel' updates,
since the issue of the 2nd full Supplement it the beginning of 1985.
19 85. Only the pictures, no
lists, are included in their monthly Bulletin, from time to time, as soon as another 28 new
cancels are announced by the PTT.

 The title in French "Les
Les Rappen-Helvetia”
Rappen
of Zumstein's new book is rather confusing to
German and other non-French
French speaking collectors, as the German "Strubel
" Strubel A
Ausgaben"
is clearer. However, this excellent book is in both languages. and
a d a glance at such a
Strubel (disarrayed hair) stamp, shows where both titles come from.

 The Pestalozzi
stalozzi Fund for children
child
celebrates its 20th Balloon flight from M
Mürren over the
Alps. As the price per flown cover is about £3 to £4, its popularity is limited, but the
cause is worthwhile supporting.

 A curiosity of Swiss postal history is revealed in the latest issue of the BBZ. Two letters
are illustrated, from Zürich to Kefikon, of 1847 and 1848, each with a Zürich 6 stamp, but
without postage due mark, even though the address is clearly given,
given as Kef
Kefikon, Canton
Thurgau is outside the limits of the Zürich cantonal stamps. The key is that they are both
addressed to the Schloss Kefikon, through which the cantonal border ran
ran.
Today the problem is solved by Zürich giving up some land so that the Schloss is now
completely in Thurgau.

 that the current exhibition in the PTT Museum in Bern until 3rd August 1986 covers
Europe, firstly by the collection of Ch. Aeberhard of Lausanne, covering the History of
Europe from WWI until after WWII as shown on stamps and cancels, secondly by the
collection of all ‘Europa’ stamps, for their 30th birthday.

 This year's ‘Europa’ stamps are not popular with the PO counter staff, no matter how
artistic, the value can hardly be identified, and the colours are not the usual, in fact the
reverse of reddish for local and bluish for foreign.

 The
e answer to Question No.167
No
is: only six if man-made
made objects are considered, or it can
be raised by 16 if the fossils and minerals of the Pro
P Patria stamps of 1958 to 1961 are
taken into account.

 Question No.168 is: for
or which of the 30 Years of Europa
Europ stamps did Switzerland not
issue any such stamps?
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Did You Know?
 July 1986
 A new post office was opened on 20th May in Zug, at the station, for rapid handling on
and off the trains. As can be seen in Fig. 1 the PTT made a mistake, in that they forgot
the '7' indicating the postal region, based on Luzern.
The number of the region can only be omitted on
cancels used at a region’s main post office. The
cancellers 'a' to 'n' had to be replaced, as shown
in Fig. 2.
Fig. 1

Fig. 2

 In
n the Hans Erni building, at the Transport Museum in Luzern, there is an extensive
exhibition of the drafts and sketches
sketches he did before the final design was completed for this
year's 'Europa' stamps. Well worth seeing. Also in the show are the stages of the printing
process, including a complete cylinder.
In the main PTT section are various items of philatelic interest such as a thematic
collection devoted to transport, and a working model of a printing press for stamp
production.

 Another
other exhibition to see is that of the United Nations in Geneva; this postal museum is
situated in the main UN building
uilding and has all UN issues, but I believe not in any great
depth.

 Forr collectors of Liechtenstein there is also the Postal Museum in Vaduz which has a
great deal of material on display.

 Liechtenstein
iechtenstein has announced that next year, as part
part of its celebrations for 75 years of
their own stamps, they intend to introduce local publicity cancellations for all 11 post
offices, showing some local view or building. There has been a movement afoot, for
years, to introduce this Swis
wiss-style publicity.
ty. The numbering of these cancels, we
assume, will be an integral part of the Swiss 'K' numbers. The machine slogans they use
exclusively have also 'Swiss' numbers, as do, of course,
course the Swiss slogans they use for
general publicity.

 Twice now a Swiss-only
ly slogan has been
bee used in error: for instance one for 'Swiss
Health Spas' and one showing a Swiss cross for saving energy. These are much sought
after and have a correspondingly high price.

 The
he latest Swiss 'Europa' Maxi-cards
Maxi
have caused some justified complaints to be made,
in that they, as several previous ones, do not fulfil the PTT rules for such cards; there is
insufficient correlation
elation between the three
thre elements: picture, stamp and cancel.

 The answer to Question
estion No.168
No.
is: that in 1958 only Switzerland did not issue a
an
'Europa' stamp.

 Question No.169 is: how many Swiss artists, i.e. well-known
well known in Switzerland, have had
their work reproduced on Swiss stamps?
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Did You Know?
 August 1986
 The 1986 ‘Europa’ stamps have two additional features: as well as being the first to be
printed on the new machine, i.e. a finer perforation of 13½ and not the previous 11¾;
there is also a new synthet
etic
ic gum. This is PVA as used in the UK, but without the green
tinge, so that the mat surface is clear and a lot
lot of people think there is no gum at all.

 One
ne of the old houses at the top of the Gotthard Pass has been
turned into a museum of all subjects associated with the Pass. To
celebrate the opening on 1st August a special cancel will be used,
showing the five-in-hand
hand coach used from 1835-1881.
1835

 The re-building
building of the 56 year old Sihlpost, Zürich's
Z rich's HPO, has just begun, and will take
about 10 years before all is modernised, with better train access and full 30
30-desk
automatic letter handling equipment. Zürich must
st be the largest city in Europe still sorting
letters as in the 1930s!

 A new railway tunnel has been approved in the Engadine, called the 'Vereina', to run
under the Fluela Pass, from Klosters
K
to Lavin.

 Germany
ermany has recently issued a special stamp showing
showing the Swiss theologian Karl Barth,
who died in 1968, but was born 100 years ago in Basel.

 In
n the latest issue of the BBZ there is the first article by H. Jäckl
J ckl of the SASV
SASV, on the
intriguing subject of analysing the periods of use of the stamps issued from 1843 to 1852
according to their geographical distribution, i.e. which stamps were issued by which
postal region.

 The
he local newspaper of Schaffhausen had an interesting article on AHPS m
member Gene
Kelly and his successful searches for new types and data
data on Swiss fiscals. Good
hunting!

 The
he answer to Question No.169
No.
is: that about five well-known Swiss
iss artists have had
their works reproduced on stamps. First there are the 1941 Historical Motive
Motives; the 60,
70, 80 & 90c are from monumental paintings by F. Hodler (see 40c Pro Juventute of
1953). Next there are the three ‘Europa’ stamps of 1975 and the 1981 70c by A. Anker.
Not to be forgotten are the eight glass paintings shown on the Pro Patria
atria stamps of 1970
& 1971.
71. Of the many stamps by Hans Erni, I don't
n't know which are 'originals' and which
are from larger works.

 Question No.170 is: when
hen did Swiss stamps last make a change of perforation?
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Did You Know?
 September 1986
 Due
ue to the ever increasing number of post-office
office robberies, the PTT will now financially
assist postmasters
ostmasters to keep a large dog in the smaller POs during working hours. Do they
have yellow collars?

 The
he exhibition at present running
runnin in the PTT Museum is on 'Pre-philately,
philately, i.e. postal
history before stamps were used, and is not the same for all Cantons. M. Gutzwiller of
Basel is showing his medal-winning
medal winning collection, which started off as a 'Heimat' collection
of Luzern.
The arrangement is that of the Winkler handbook, which only in 1968 made such studies
acceptable to Swiss philatelists.

 From 27 September until 19 October
Oct
in St.Gallen, there
is a major show of the works of Karl Bickel, of which
stamp engraving forms only a part. The centenary of his
birth in 1886 is also celebrated
brated by a machine slogan for
the above exhibition (as shown): He died at the age of 96
in 1982.

 The editor of the BBZ, Gaudenz Müller, had his views on the new definitives published in
the Zürich daily NZZ, in which he criticised the PTT for putting outt a set of stamps which
could have been issued by any country as there is nothing particularly
p
Swiss about them.
As these will be in use during the period of the 700 years of the Swiss Confederation
celebrations in 1991 a great
eat opportunity has been wasted.

 A small exhibition of the Junior Section of the Oerlikon Philatelic Society
ociety, commemorates
30 years of Junior courses in philately. Most philatelic societies in Switzerland run these
courses at least once a year, and receive considerable financial help from the Fund for
Furthering Philately. Courses are also run on a national basis for leaders and instructors
for junior groups.

 Austria has just issued a stamp with a Swiss connection, the monastery of St. Gerold in
the Vorarlberg, because it was to this shelter that the monks
nks of Einsiedeln fled when the
French occupied
upied Switzerland in 1798.

 The
he answer to Question No.170
No.
is: Swiss perforations have remained remarkably
constant at 11¾ ever since the very first 'Sitting Helvetia' of 1862. Courvoisier also use
11½. The last change of note I can find was in 1929 when Enschede of Holland
produced the four Pro Juventute stamps with 11/11¼.

 Question No.171 is: which Swiss stamps show postmen at work, excluding coach
drivers?
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Did You Know?
 October 1986
 After
fter nearly 20 years a MPO is going to the Ticino again. No.6 will be at
attending the Biannual Delegates' Conference of the Society of Swiss Philatelic Clubs (VSPhV) and the
cachet shown on the right will be used.
MPO Nos. 4 & 5 never went ‘over the
hill’,, as they are too large.
The above Society (VSPhV) is to have
a new President. Personal animosities
having led to a break-up
break
of the Central
Committee. Unfortunately not a rare event amongst philatelists.

 Next year (1987) will see the 50th
50 anniversary of MPOs in Switzerland, as they started in
1937, one year after Great
reat Britain.

 New
w FRAMA DIY label machines are replacing the older type at key places, railway
stations, HPOs etc. They have a block of 12 buttons, 0-9,
0 9, plus one for repeatedly
producing the selected value, one to say how much cash is left.
This makes it very easy to get dozens of the non-standard
non
ndard values, such as 25 or 35c for
postmark collectors; Labels for airmail letters etc. No change of label desi
design as the PTT
prefer something lousy which will not reduce sales of their pretty stamps!

 The
he new coding installation by AEG-Telefunken
AEG Telefunken has started up in Bern 1, Schanzenpost.
The official date was 1st September
Sept
but live mail was coded from about 26th June
onwards. The first OCR machine
mac
is undergoing trials.

 In
n 1988 Germany and Switzerland will follow the fashion and issue a special joint Europa
common designed stamp to celebrate their long-standing
long
postal co-operation.
operation.

 The
he new 1986/87 small Zumstein catalogue appeared on time. An additional section is
the listing of the National Fete postcards. The new method of classifying the 16 different
types of paper used to print Swiss stamps so far,, has not been extended to cover the P
Pro
Patria section. I wonder why?

 The postmark illustrated
ated here is by Hans Erni, and couldn't
be resisted.

 The answer to Question
uestion No.171
No.
is: Swiss postmen are
shown at work on the 1949 Pro
P Patria 5c, and on the four postal history stamps of 1960
the 5, 10 & 20c are clear,, but does the 15c actually depict postal transport?

 Question No.172 is to include the coaches excluded next time.
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Did You Know?
 November 1986
 The special
pecial cancellation shown, to be used in Dübendorf,
D bendorf, commemorates one of the
major military processions of the region. Following three weeks of service, cul
culminating in
a week of large scale manoeuvres together with the Civil Defence
organisations, the march past takes place on the Dübendorf
D
military
airfield.
12,000 men, 500 tracked and 2000 other vehicles take part, with
planes of the Swiss Air Force above.

 50 years ago it was all quite different. On 1 October 1936 three stamps publicising the
Federal Defence Loan were issued, when the Swiss Government realised that they did
not have the money to re--equip
equip their Army. With the enormous success o
of this Loan,
modern aircraft and guns could be bought (from Germany) and the home production
increased. The obvious wish to defend themselves was not misinterpreted to the north
and south of the country.

 In
n November the number of major and minor auctions reaches its peak, together with
numerous club internal auctions, millions change hands, and give an indication how
philately stands for the coming season.

 The
he PTT and the Union of Swiss Philatelic clubs is undertaking a major campaign to
increase the interest
terest in Swiss stamps. The recent boost to 'K' and special cancellation
standing orders was much larger
lar
than the PTT had anticipated,, but is that collecting
collecting, just
to get something through the post?
If a good proportion of these new collectors start going backwards, then the campaign
has been a success.

 The answer to Question No.172
No.
is: nine.. In 1937 the famous 10c yellow and black stamp
(Z.210), which came out again in 1946 (Z.276). In 1949 there were the 20 & 30c
(Z.292/293), and also the 35c definitive (Z.304) showing two PTT coaches; in 1953 came
two new versions, 10 & 20c (Z.314/315); in 1956 the 5c (Z.324),, and in 1959 another 5c
(Z.343); and in 1980 the 40c (Z.646). The coach on depicted on the 50c of 1963 (Z.4
(Z.400)
is almost certainly a French
nch coach.

 Question No.173 is about the processions of the above-mentioned
mentioned three stamps of the
Federal Defence Loan:: where
where is the landscape shown in the background?
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Did You Know?
 December 1986
 Another record has been broken at a Swiss auction, i.e. in Zürich
rich by Hans
Schwarzenbach.
chwarzenbach. Fig. 1 shows part of the complete cover (plated 4.VII.24) which went for
SFr.6500. Slogan
logan No. 4.1.23 is one of the rarest, as it was in use for only six days at the
beginning of the July 1924 holiday period.
Then someone
decided the date
of the Garden
Show must be
included and
Fig. 1
this became the cheap
one, as the text is not often seen clearly..
Figures 2 & 3 show the original and the final text, to help
you look through your slogans for 1924. Good hunting!

 This year's sales of Pro Juventute
uventute stamps will be looked at very critically. The high
numbers sold is almost entirely due to school children who collect orders door to door
and deliver later, but this effort has been steadily dropping,
drop
reflected in the total numbers
sold. This year there is a partial and misjudged refusal by teachers to organise the
campaign at their schools, because of the PJ Committee’s attitude to gipsy children
years ago.

 The
he present exhibition in the PTT Museum
eum is devoted to the 'Sitting Helvetia perf.'
stamps, and in particular to the various postal rates and services which applied during
the years 1862 to 1883. All stamps shown are correctly used on cover, which is the way
it should be, and this is becoming fashionable now.

 The
he PTT has developed a special paper, dark blue in colour, as a substitute for the old
sealing wax used at the back of insured "V" letters. A strip is stuck across
ross the envelope
flap at the back, then heated seals" are pressed into the paper, less messy than the old
red wax.

 Just
ust to the east of Schaffhausen lies the German enclave of Büsingen,, totally
surrounded. It has a German 7701 and a Swiss 8258
258 postcode. Swiss inland postal rates
apply to letters to and from Switzerland, but those from Büsingen have to use German
stamps; but a letter costs less, as Swiss
wiss rates are lower than German.

 The answer to Question No.173
No.
is: the Lake of Luzern. But as the figure by Hodler is of a
Freiburger cowherd, I can't understand the connection with Luzern, nor can I find it in a
large book of Hodler's paintings. A mystery.
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Did You Know?
 January 1987
 This is the first year when the PTT have not issued a few jubilee cancellations on the first
day of postal business, either the 2nd or 3rd January, depending on the canton. We will
see how many come during the year, as there were six in 1986.

 Not all jubilee cancellation: i.e., those with '800 or so years' in the text, become „K‟
cancels, that is with this date removed during the year following its use.

 In the new PTT standing order service for special cancels (S), the MPO cancels with
cachet are included, I have been told, but a special cover is used. Has anyone seen
these?

 According to an article in the December edition of the SBZ, a postcard has lain dormant
for 80 years, after being thrown out of a Zeppelin over Luzern. Other cards are known to
have been thrown out over other places, but this is the first to be found.

 The PTT has a rule that only 50 and 100 year anniversaries can be commemorated with
a stamp, therefore there will be no miniature sheet for 75 years of Pro Juventute in 1987;
only an additional stamp in the set.

 Many firms in the UK are not aware that Switzerland is not a member of the EEC (and
can never be, but that is another story) and therefore put only 18p and not 22p on letters.
HPS members are better informed, but no tax is asked for.

 The two illustrations show
firstly a new version of the
Swiss black private cancel
applied to junk mail, and
the new neutral flag used
by Liechtenstein for the
same purpose.
Note on the latter that the Swiss cross
has been deleted but the curved lines
are mirror-imaged. The 30c is included
to give
a variation from the usual 25c used by
this philatelic house.
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Did You Know?
 February 1987
 The illustration shows the first of Liechtenstein‟s „K‟ cancels,
9485 Nendeln. During 1987 the other ten PO‟s will also get
theirs. The building shown housed the first PO outside Vaduz,
and is now a farmhouse again.

 It was only in 1853, that the houses in each street in Zurich were
numbered to aid postal and other deliveries. Previously only the house name and
perhaps the street were used officially. In 1800 there were 1100 house names in use,
many dating back to the Middle Ages and of great historical interest.

 Part of the immense amount of work being done by enthusiasts to get the Furka Oberalp
steam trains back in service to Gletsch and beyond, has been to locate the four engines
sold to French Indo-China in 1947. They have now found two, in poor condition, as left
when the Americans destroyed the line 18 years ago during the Vietnam War.

 The Swiss Coil Collectors Club has issued an authoritative listing of the different types of
ATM (Frama) labels of Switzerland.

 Ernest A Kehr, one of the great philatelic journalists, especially for aerophilately, has
died in New York. He was an international jury member and an RDP. He will be sadly
missed by his many friends.

 To those who have never experienced it, Nachnahme is the Swiss equivalent of Cash on
Delivery and is widely used to collect things such as stamp club subscriptions.
Look at the new 80c stamp (Z.740) and you will see the postman has a bag; this also
contains the „purse‟ with change in case you have none.

 An unknown collector discovered this SFr.2.50 stamp (Z.542) on the usual white paper
with violet fibres, but without the phosphor coating, which is applied before printing and is
only visible under ultra-violet light.
The PTT admitted that, without telling collectors, they had printed
about five million stamps in July 1984 on paper left over from an
order for Luxembourg (where no stamps are tagged). The reason
given was that stocks of this parcel value were getting low and
the replacement stamp in the Zodiac series was still seven
months away, so a short run was made. Secret until now!
It will be difficult to get a fine used copy as this value was seldom used on letters. You
might spot it by the duller, less reddish look of the new stamp, but the only reliable way is
with a UV lamp. Good hunting, you may be lucky!
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Did You Know?
 March 1987
 The president of the Swiss Coil Collectors Club, Herr J. Schalch, has issued a second
edition of his ATM Handbook and Catalogue, as the first edition of 500 was sold out. For
about SFr.35, all one can want to know. In German, A5, loose-leaf pages.

 AHPS member Gene Kelly's Catalogue of the Fiscal stamps of the Cantons of Thurgau,
St. Gallen, and Schaffhausen is the most researched book on the subject. His highly
personalised listing will help collectors for years. In English, SFr.30.

 Herr H. Dürst has brought out a third, shortened, edition of his catalogue of the Meter
Franks of Switzerland. In German at SFr.10.

 The biggest event between the NABA ZURI and
the GENEVE 90 is going to be the LUNABA 87, in
which a National and a Regional, together with a
new development, „Mophila‟ for modern philately,
is being combined, with the Germans coming in
as well at about 10%.

 On the 12th March there will be a special cancellation used in Geneva for 50 years of
MPO‟s. The first of a series of articles on the Swiss versions and types has appeared in
the BBZ.

 In the January Did You Know, I was not clear about the Zeppelin cards. These were from
LZ 4 on its flight over Switzerland in July 1908.
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Did You Know?
 April 1987
 On the main TV News the other night there was an item, against a background of stamps
that Purchase Tax was to be charged on all stamp sales. I think this is aimed at the big
auction houses as 9.6% would dampen their sales.
We will see what actually comes of this as there is no VAT here.

 There is a special exhibition of old and new, Swiss and
some foreign TPOs in Baden, with the slogan illustrated
here:

 Until 31st May, the guest exhibition in the PTT Museum in Bern covers the FrancoPrussian War of 1870/1, i.e. the postal history, by R Pittier.
Many of the items shown would not be allowed in a 'proper' exhibition, such as
documents, maps, and engravings.

 For the first time a large town, Neuchâtel, is supplying all its eight PO‟s with „K‟
cancellers, all having the same picture; a cheap solution, as the PTT charges SFr.700
per canceller, but the artwork is common to all.

 The 10c coil stamp has now appeared with the control number in black, but the paper
used is still phosphor. This means the PTT did not change the paper at the same time.
The 50c is probably also affected. The 20c will not be reprinted as it is no longer used,
except for a couple of odd places.

 The special stamps of 10th March were printed by Courvoisier on the same mat gummed
paper as the PTT have been using for some time now.

 A useful and well-illustrated book “Les Timbres Fiscaux Cantonaux de Fribourg”, by
Denis Gainon & Robert Hürlimann, is now available and is the first complete and up-todate study of the Fribourg Fiscals.
Without some knowledge of the legal basis for the various taxes it is difficult to
appreciate the different issues, so the first four pages explain this and the corresponding
nomenclature in easy to understand French.
Many previously missing issues have been added, along with ten new ones never before
described, bringing surprises to revenue collectors.
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Did You Know?
 May 1987
 The printing firm of Courvoisier in La Chaux-de-Fonds has been sold by the family
owners to a group of publishers and watch-makers. The interest is in offset printing now,
also for stamps, to remain competitive in world markets.

 The first PTT agreement with the Federal Railways was made 65 years ago, in that
Express letters were accepted and cancelled by the SBB/CFF if correctly franked.
Two year's later this service was extended to all letters, outside PTT hours. However, the
number of stations closing, or becoming self-service, is rising very steeply, so that it is
now difficult to find many of the well-known station cancels.

 On the 24th April, the Day of the Aerophilatelists was held in the main concourse at
Zürich airport, with a small exhibition of suitable objects and a bourse. (See April issue of
the Newsletter)

 9000 lots were sold at the Corinphila auction in Zürich at the end of March, at roughly
double the start prices.

 A special St. Gabriel exhibition will be held from the 8th to the 10th
of May. This is the patron saint for philately, and Christian themes
will be seen.

 Publicity cancels for the LUNABA exhibition in Luzern.

 Another special cancel, this time for the TPOs
exhibition in Baden,
mentioned in last month‟s DYK.

 And finally, a special cancel for the
opening of the rail connection to
Geneva Airport.
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Did You Know?
 June 1987
 The SFr.2.50 weathercock of Solothurn (Z.542v) without phosphor, has now reached
SFr.60 mint and SFr.30 used, if you can find one. The name in German, "Turmhahn", i.e.
tower-cock, is not correct, as a few phone calls confirmed that it can rotate with the wind.
The church, or rather the cathedral of St. Ursanne is catholic, so it is rare for the
protestant symbol to be used.

 The SBB have issued a new edition of their excellent map of all railways in Switzerland,
scale 1:300 000, price SFr.12.80. It shows the cantonal boundaries very clearly, which is
useful to collectors.

 The show of ten TPOs in Baden consisted of old and new French, and new German,
Austrian and Italian coaches, and the following five Swiss, Nos.223 of 1894 from the
Transport Museum in Luzern, plus 301, 386, 955, and 961.

 The Pro Patria organisers are trying a new sales method this year. Households have
been sent a coloured leaflet showing all the four stamps and a green Giro payment form
to order a wide variety of packets of mixed stamps. If successful, I guess this will be
used by the Pro Juventute as well.

 Mr Katcher's find, the 5c rayed Postage Due stamp, is prominently on show at the
Lunaba. The first day, a public holiday, Ascension Day, had large crowds. Report to
follow.
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Did You Know?
 July 1987
 With a credit card (of the big four) you can pay for: stamps etc. at the nine Bureaux;
Postbus tickets at the larger places, and telephone or telegraph calls from the manned
telephone offices. This means that the PTT are selling stamps at a discount which is not
allowed.

 On the 27th April 1987 the foundation stone of the new PTT Museum was laid by Dr
Hans-Werner Binz, President of the GD PTT, near the existing museum in Bern
Kirchenfeld. The opening is planned for 1990.

 The present exhibition in the PTT Museum is part of the Gold exhibit on 'Birds' of Herr
Fernand Martenet of Monthey. He is showing about a quarter of his 20-year collection
based on ornithological families etc.

 Frama machines are about to be tested whereby a PTT telephone credit card can be
used as well as coins. Plastic money is creeping into everything.

 It was in 1893 that the Swiss Private Railways (6 years before they became the state
SBB) opened a ticket-cum-tourist office in London. Today they are only 5-10 in private
hands, and special legislation has just been passed to handle their enormous deficits by
state, canton and village. Because of 'Green' pressure even extensive renewal and
conservation projects are now acceptable.

 Every year the 16 Official Union of Swiss Philatelic Societies experts handle about 7000
cases, of which about 20 are fakes. However the main difficulty is finding candidates for
the future.

 In Switzerland a village becomes a town when it has 10,000
inhabitants, but Kloten, where Zürich's airport lies, has taken 26
years to accept this fact in its cancellations, as it's „K‟ cancel was
issued on 23.12.61, 3 months after passing the critical number.
Even in 1970 when this was superseded by a machine cancel the
opportunity was not taken, only the plane was changed.
Now in July the slogan reads
'Flughafenstadt' instead of
'Flughafendorf', but the plane
has not been modernised this
time.
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Did You Know?
 August 1987
 The new gum, colourless and mat, introduced generally this year (but already tried in the
1984 booklets) has given the PTT a lot of trouble as it was not evenly applied. The
reason given for the change is that the new SSR IV printing machine runs very hot to
fast-dry the inks, therefore a heat-resisting gum was needed. The amount is 10g/m². Pity
it is not flavoured.

 There will be a series of talks on TV this winter to give a boost to philately. A number of
new publicity leaflets have been issued, in English too.

 The Fund for Furthering Philately still can't spend the interest on the capital each year,
which is now well over SFr.8m. SFr.55,000 went for Youth groups and SFr.31,000 for
help with various publications, but they will not support any supplements or up-dates of
handbooks, catalogues etc. Pity.

 The LUNABA was the last exhibition under the old FIP rules, now one of the main
changes is that 'research' gets 35% points. For 'presentation' there are only 55, so
expensive, complicated what-nots, so beloved in Switzerland, will not in future
compensate for lack of philatelic knowledge. We will see.

 Both the Pro Patria and Pro Juventute organisations depend mainly on the stamp
surcharge to finance their good works, so therefore the 'stamps sold' statistics are of the
greatest interest to them, and to collectors too. The Pro Juventute sells about twice the
Pro Patria ones, and gets about SFr.2m and 4m respectively, but the Pro Juventute is
continually falling, while the Pro Patria is more stable.

 The number of stamps actually produced is still climbing, 1.7% rise in 1986, in spite of a
5% rise in numbers of franking machines (to 24,600) and 20% rise of FRAMA dispensers
(to 650). Courvoisier printed 228m and the PTT 565m stamps.

 The number of standing order holders has slightly increased inland, but continues to
drop outside. The PTT does not say so but the number of stamps per order has dropped
considerably.

 The PTT were more than glad that the official French prize for the best stamp in Europe
in 1986 was won by the two Hans Erni „Europa‟ designs.
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Did You Know?
 September 1987
 The PTT have stated that the postcard type 3 mentioned in my article “Another Phosphor
Incident” (see April issue of the Newsletter) does not exist, i.e. the old phosphor bar on
unwatermarked paper.

 All six definitives of 1986 have now been put on sale printed on the new fluorescent
paper. The earliest printing dates I have found are:
5c
10c
25c
35c
80c
90c

3.2.87
18.5.87
2.7.87
12.2.87
23.2.87
9.3.87

 The Tourism stamps of 4th September come in two versions; those from sheets are on
the new fluorescent, mat-gummed paper, while those from the block are on the old
paper, phosphor with shiny gum, using up old stocks for this special print run. At least
the perfs are the same at 11¾.

 The eight Philatelic counters outside Bern now also have proper K-type pictorial cancels.
Attractive FDCs have been issued for each. However, the old, plain 28mm cancels can
still be obtained on demand, and will be used for ordinary duties, as ordinary date
stamps are used in POs which have a K-canceller.

 In 1988 Switzerland will follow the fashion and issue a common stamp, with France, for
the artist Jean Tinguely, a Swiss who lives in Paris. This year's 90c Europa stamp was
also devoted to him.

 The Rölli Auction in September included a number of collections of foreign stamps, for
the first time.

 In the June issue of Hans Schwarzenbach's “Postgeschichte” are two articles of
particular interest, the introduction of the Federal stamps in Zurich in 1850 and a listing
of the first discovered dates of use of the Tax stamps.
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Did You Know?
 October 1987
 The new 'Floods' 50+50c stamp was conceived, printed and distributed to all Swiss POs
in less than a week, incredible. The date of 7.9.87 on the stamp is the day of issue, and
not the day of the flood.
It would have been better to have had 1987 only as the floods were
on 18th July and 24th August, and were the worst this century.
Poschiavo was hit twice and the Gotthard railway line was closed for
the longest period in its history.

 FIP rules state that the surcharge on a stamp must not exceed 50% of the face value,
but there is a clause exempting surcharges for a national disaster.

 The present exhibition in the PTT Museum shows the cancellations of the Canton of
Fribourg from 1789 to 1900, collected by Dr. M. Kottelat over a period of 40 years.

 Herr Jacob Gnägi of the PTT Stamp Dept. in Bern has an article on Hotel Posts in the
latest issue of the SBZ, covering the comprehensive collection in the PTT Museum. The
best information one can have on them.

 The new Tourism block is the first Swiss miniature sheet issued without a surcharge, so
is to be found in the main part of the catalogue (1988 issue now out). Most collectors, it
seems, would have preferred different pictures on the block, instead of repetitions of the
sheet ones.

 Without any warning MPO No 3 made its last trip on the 11-13th September, to the 75th
Anniversary of Schaffhausen Philatelic Society.

 No collector of Liechtenstein stamps can afford to be without the excellent book for “75
Years FL Stamps”, 146 pages, numerous illustrations and a bargain at Sfr.25.

 According to the BBZ some stamps have appeared with a colour, usually the red,
chemically removed. Courvoisier are very worried about this apparent threat to the
quality of their printing and warn all collectors to be careful.

 The PTT and SBB are running into trouble; they cannot pay staff enough under present
government rules and so cannot keep or attract new staff. Service firms, banks and
others are absorbing more and more people. This is affecting the standard of PTT and
SBB service to all.
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Did You Know?
 November 1987
 Switzerland has the world record for the number of parcels received per person per year
via the post, namely 28; the figure for W Germany is 4 and France only 0.1.
Most parcels will be less than 2 kg, which cost only SFr.2. More packets can be handled
more cheaply by the PTT, and there are few private carriers in the country.

 The TV news has just announced that the UPU meeting in Bern is to discuss the EMS,
(the Express Mail Service, Datapost in the UK, Priority Mail in US), for International
parcels where the competition from the large number of private carriers is great, but they
are probably too late.

 The UPU is celebrating the 30th anniversary of its Consultative Council this month. The
lettering on the special cancellation is the smallest I have ever seen.

 Sales of the 50+50c stamp for the disaster relief have dropped to a disappointing level as
not enough publicity is being given to them. I have visited all four main regions recently
and the clearing up continues, but it will take years to clear the mud and boulders from
these narrow valleys.

 Many collectors are complaining that the new mat-gummed stamps cannot be easily
washed and dried, the gum is too strong.

 The new catalogues are out, mainly the Zumstein and the Müller, both in full colour.
Either of these are a must for collectors of Swiss stamps.

 Zumstein have taken over the PEN catalogue, following the sad loss of Pén in 1982. As
there have been no annual supplements lately the demand for a new edition has
increased. The New Zumstein Pén will appear before Christmas, another 'must'.
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Did You Know?
 December 1987
 Pitney Bowes have put the first two-colour business franking machine in operation. Date
and value marks in red as before, but slogan in blue. Inking is no problem and
impressions can be made without the blue part.
As is usual in Switzerland, but unique in the world, the date die can be 'lifted' so that the
letter must be cancelled by the post office. In the early days, 1922, Hasler machines had
no date die at all.

 Every year the PTT issues a 'Year Set' in booklet form with descriptions. Now they are
also offering all stamps on one Hawid sheet; but it is already in some trouble as it, and
the booklet were printed before the Floods stamp. This will now follow in the 1988 set.
Both can be put on a standing order.

 A neat way of using the four-figure Swiss postcode is now on trial. Railway ticket coin
machines; punch in your destination postcode and out comes the ticket.

 Another surprise in 1987 is the set of maximum cards from the Pro Juventute
Organisation, but only direct from them (see November issue of the Newsletter).

 By the time you read this it will have been decided by the Swiss voters, on 6th
December, if the SBB/CFF is to be modernised with high-speed trains and other
improvements.

 The first statement from the sporting body reveals that a provisional amount of SFr.2.4
million has been made on the 1986 sport stamp.

 FDCs of the Floods stamp are now on sale at Philatelic Counters, certainly not
'cancelled' on the 7th September, but still quite attractive, four-language text in violet.

 Arthur Wyss, former head of the PTT Postal Museum, has brought out a book “Die Post
in der Schweiz”, 300 pages with 100 colour and 250 b&w illustrations. German text only,
SFr.79.
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Did You Know?
 January 1988
 Two new Federal Councillors have been elected to join the team of seven. One is Herr
Adolf Ogi, the sport-minded Member of Parliament who forced through the 50+20c
Sports stamp in 1986. He wanted a set a year, now he is in a better position to get his
way.

 The 'Bahn 2000' project was accepted by the voters in December and will lead to an
even greater integration of the rail system and the PTT.

 More and more articles are appearing in the philatelic press on the advantages of using
a home computer for philately. In the SVP the alphabetical and numerical lists are being
fed into a PC for the next „K‟ Handbook supplement, to come out about Easter 1988, for
the years 1985-87. The illustrations will be as before.

 Until 28th February 1988 the display in the PTT Museum in Bern will be '100 Years of
Stamps' by T Haefeli of Corseaux. The first part has all the Jubilee stamps issued in
1940 and the second part covers all the stamps in use at that time in 190 countries and
regions of the world.

 A new book on soldier stamps has come out, reminiscences more than a catalogue, 96
pages, 32 colour plates, in German. The authors are given as: Prof H R Kurz, military
historian, Dr Massarotti, ex army staff and H Sulser, editor of the well-known soldier
stamp catalogue.
The stamps alone cannot be exhibited at an official affair, but on cover, with postage
stamps, used, they can form an interesting addition to many special collections. SFr.59
from Ott Verlag Thun.

 In 1988 France and Switzerland will issue a combined stamp for the Swiss-French artist
Jean Tinguely (80c Europa, 1987). At some future date Switzerland will print a stamp for
France in compensation.

 Every month the PTT Library issues a list of all philatelic articles that have appeared
recently. From the December issue I see, among many items of interest, a publication by
the PTT & BID, Bern on Hotel Posts in Switzerland, two parts each some 300 pages
long. Books loaned cost nothing. Photocopies of articles are made, as well as free
searches.
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Did You Know?
 February 1988
 To celebrate its Centenary, the monthly magazine SBZ has a golden cover this year and
it seems more colour is used inside.

 Rather belatedly, I have found yet another surprise in the fluorescent saga. The red ink
used for business franking machines has had a fluorescent-reaction chemical added.
This is cheaper than using phosphor and is the basic reason for the change due to the
increase in such machines.
The earliest date I have is 24.4.85, a few in 1986 and many more towards the end of
1987. It is only occasionally visible under ordinary light as a brighter pink.

 In the latest edition of SBZ, Jakob Gnägi of the PTT reveals the plans for the new PTT
Museum just south of the present one. This has been used since 1936, although
founded in 1907, and in 1949 telephone and telegraph were added to the original 'post
only' coverage.

 I have on occasion mentioned a foreign stamp or postmark commemorating a Swiss or
Switzerland. Now the Swiss Thematic Society have published a booklet (No.23) with all
these items, Some 200 persons or firms, collected together. In German, SFr.19.

 The artist Alex Diggelmann has died in Zürich. He designed five Swiss stamps, the 5 &
10c of the 1948 Olympics at St. Moritz, the Piz Palü in 1970, and in 1971 the pair for
Youth and Sport.

 About 800 small places in Switzerland will get individual post codes, as they were in
groups before. This means that about 90 K-cancels will be re-issued with a new number
and many will take the opportunity to use a new picture. The change will be on 30th May
and will affect all the handstamps as well as registration and other labels.

 A 72 page brochure has been issued by the Cultural Commission of the Canton of
Schwyz (No.43) on the history of the posts. A previous brochure covered the stamps of
Schwyz.

 The PTT publicised a new item on their programme late in 1987 and invited standing
orders. They called it Year Set Type 3, without any descriptions, but with UN Offices
stamps. I have now discovered these sets were also available, for export only, for 1985
& 1986, but no one here knew of them.
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Did You Know?
 March 1988
 The PTT made a record profit in 1987, to be reflected in lower phone charges but no
postage reduction. At least we know it won't be going up soon.

 The exhibition in the PTT Museum from 1st March to 12th June will be the well-known
top collection of classic stamps that has always been exhibited as „Winkelried‟.

 At this year's Mustermesse there will be a follow-up of the TV series in that at „Lubaphil‟,
youngsters, and others, will be taught the basics of philately.

 There was a TV talk recently about women on Swiss Stamps; only four, against 94 men;
leaving aside Helvetia and other folklore figures. The speaker then presented a list of
candidates; we will see what the PTT does now.

 Joseph Schalch has issued a supplement to his ATM (Frama) catalogue (SFr.13.). Very
useful as it has a new, unified and simplified numbering, a compromise between his and
Zumstein.

 The municipality of Wohlen, Canton Aargau, opened their new PO on the 9th November
1987 and produced a 24-page booklet on their history, complete with all handstamps
used but no machine dies. Free from KPD CH-5000 Aarau I.

 The PTT have issued a new postcard, with a 50c frank impression, to advise recipients
of a gift payment into their phone account. But perverse philatelists will find the card
suitable for machine and other cancellations.
Perhaps because of this experience with the previous card this one is 210mm long, i.e.
not suitable for putting on an album page. The fluorescent bar is to the left of the frank.

 The quarterly "Der Aushang" originally only for Zug Philatelic Society members, is now
available on subscription from the editor, Thomas Galliker. The title translates as the
advertising poster and covers all sorts of things.
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Did You Know?
 April 1988
 It has taken 70 years for a philatelist to discover a new stamp variant. Max Hertsch in the
March issue of the BBZ reports at length on this important new find.
In October 1918, 25c stamps were on sale at the Langnau (Bern) PO with light green
toning instead of light blue. Probably caused by a sheet of a previous printing of the 30c,
50c or Fr.1 value, having the first sheet of a run for the 25c being printed with the uncleaned colour roller of a previous run of either the 30c, 50c or Fr.1 value, which used
light-green toning.
Only four such errors have been found so far. The LH
illustration shows the block used for the dark blue of the
picture, the RH that of the light blue toning; Z.109 of
1908.
Note: A translated copy of the BBZ article appears in the
December 1988 issue of the Newsletter.

 Ernst Müller (founder of the firm) now about 83, has given to the City of Basel his unique
reconstruction of all 1040 stamps of all the printing plates of the Rayon II.

 The third Supplement to the SVP Handbook of Local Pictorial Datestamps (K-cancels) is
now available. In German & French, 17 double-sided pages with clear illustrations of all
224 cancels from 1985 to 1987, including a few of 1988.

 By coincidence, the SMV (Thematics), have also just issued the third booklet in their
series “Die Motive der Schweizer Werbestempel”, to cover, in German, a description of
the places shown on each K-cancel. This is No. 23 and costs SFr.25. Nos. 3 and 15 are
in the HPS Library.

 Of the 800-odd places that are taking a new postcode at the end of May, 95 have a Kcancel in addition to their ordinary date-stamps, but only four of these have a new
picture. Only these four will be illustrated in the PTT Gazette (and in the Newsletter).
There are also two places having 'Leihkronen', i.e., their town die is actually used in the
machine of a nearby, larger, place. Usually for the floods of tourists' postcards,
sometimes for business mail as well.

 Charles LaBlonde and I visited the PTT Museum in February and found, among many
other items, some new publications had appeared. A new set of postcards, 12 old
posters showing postal coaches, and a colourful 62-page brochure, in German, on the
old posts of Luzern.
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Did You Know?
 May 1988
 The PTT pays the SBB more than SFr.100m annually to draw their TPOs around the
country and to take their postbags in SBB baggage wagons. The actual figure is not
published.

 In Egg (near Zürich and pronounced 'Eck') a special exhibition was held over the
weekend 30th April/1st May on 'Philately and Literature', with the PTT Library taking part.
A 'special show was devoted to '100 years SBZ'. Also various philatelic subjects such as
'Heimat' collections of the Zürich region etc.

 The definition of a philatelist is someone who is not interested in philatelic material!
 Instead of updating Winkler's classic work, the tendency is to have a comprehensive
definitive book on the canton or area. A start was made with the Cancellations of Chur,
and now such a book has appeared on “The Posts of the Canton Schaffhausen”, in
German, covering not only the Thurn and Taxis era, but also the connections to Zürich.
SFr.59, written by Rudolf C Rehm, 312 pages with numerous illustrations and 25 covers
shown in colour, up to the end of the 19th century.

 The PTT is losing staff at a great rate. With unemployment practically zero, and the
government's policy on wages for its staff, the PTT and SBB cannot replace leavers. This
is particularly serious in Geneva and Zurich. Poor service to philatelists and poor
postmarking is becoming noticeable.

 Dr. Jann Etter has issued a catalogue on the black private franking marks. This is a
valiant attempt to catch a moving target of unrecorded data. Vital for a heroic band of
enthusiasts.

 The SBB has reissued its very successful A4 booklet of 1976 on their Steam
Locomotives, all illustrated in 80 pages, in German and French, SFr.18.

 For the impending flood of 94 places to get a new PLZ, and therefore a new „K‟ cancel,
the PTT have provided a special cover, for their subscribers mainly.
These have a printed-on star to get the discounted rate of 25c, which is normally 35c.
The covers sold at philatelic counters do not have this star, but it can be put on if you
have 50 or more covers.
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Did You Know?
 June 1988
 Many people are asking “is an over-franked Last Day Cover worth as much as SFr.29
000?” Apparently yes, when it has a set of the UPU 1900 Anniversary stamps, all type C,
is registered and in auction at Rölli in Luzern.

 The SBB has laid 60 000 tons of granite blocks between Erstfeld and Bodio to prevent
the floods of 1987 being repeated.

 This year the number of pages in the weekly PTT Bulletin devoted to 'Situations Vacant'
has risen to record levels.

 Someone in the philatelic column of the local Zürich paper has calculated that the ratio of
men to women on Swiss stamps has shown a steady trend toward unity lately, and more
than other countries, especially Austria which has an opposite tendency.

 Also in the same issue is the suggestion that „50 years of Swiss Publicity stamps‟ should
be celebrated this year, as the first to appear for a forthcoming event were those of 1938
for the National Exhibition of 1939.

 Since the 15th of May a new type of sorting system has been operating in the Zürich
Main PO, for large covers only; I do not yet have full details.
A number of girls operate in parallel, reading off the postcode, typing it into the electronic
memory, then putting the cover on to a conveyor belt. When it reaches the appropriate
slot it drops into the bag for that place. No coding of the covers themselves is needed.
Supplied by AEG Telefunken.

 A new slogan running on a Zürich cancelling machine has
the text shown. Note the Swiss-German "Fäscht" and not
the German "Fest". In any case they both mean "Festival",
with fireworks from barges on the lake.

 All makers of private cancelling machines are requested by the PTT to supply only red
ink with fluorescent additive. Old ink can be used up, but the new type will soon be
compulsory.
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Did You Know?
 July 1988
 The PTT are considering re-introducing limited validity for all special and definitive
postage stamps, but are meeting with great resistance. It is likely that they will make only
the oldest stamps of the 1930s and 1940s invalid, i.e., the 1938 high values, 1941
medium values, perhaps the 1949 low values, and, of course, the post cards of 1935 and
the Edelweiss newspaper wrapper of 1938.

 As the Post and the Railways have always been combined in the same Ministry in Bern,
they were always mutually dependent in many ways. When the Railways introduced
Central European Time about a century ago, with morning (a.m.) times in Roman figures
and afternoon (p.m.) times in Arabic, then the Post had to do the same.
When the railway timetable changes from winter to summer, and vice versa, all sorts of
postal changes are also implemented, only some of which are noticed by the collector.
This year postmark collectors have certainly noticed the change of postcode in 900-odd
places on the 30th May, i.e., when the Summer Railway Timetable came into force.

 The present exhibition in the PTT Museum is combined with that in the Alpine Museum
in the same building, for 125 years of the Swiss Alpine Club, a British idea.
The well-known Winterthur thematic collector, Max Walter, is showing his Gold Medal
collection „The Alps‟ until October.

 On the 8th of August there will be all hell let loose in a tiny village, Heiligkreuz, east of
Sargans, all because of its postcode - 8888. Special covers will be available and a Kcancel will make its debut.

 We have a very nice small sheet for 50 years Pro Aero but the stamp shows the German
JU 52, the paratroops plane. Anyway Zumstein in the SBZ now asks why 75 years of the
first airmail of 9th March 1913 has not been celebrated, at least with a cancellation, and
they blame themselves for not noticing it before.
Those first flights were also made to finance the purchase of military aircraft, for the
same reason.

 The PTT have just announced stamp sales figures for various issues from the 1970s with
the following of particular interest:
Fr.2.50
50+20c
50+50c

Weathercock
Pro Sport
Floods Fund

47 823 000 with phosphor, 5 017 000 without phosphor;
13 001 000;
8 278 000.
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Did You Know?
 August 1988
 On the 8th September, that is 5 days before the first-day of the Specials II stamps, a new
style of Fr.5 booklet will appear. As sales of the present Folklore booklet have dropped to
nearly zero (too many odd values) the PTT now has a double strip of five, i.e. ten 5c
stamps showing the usual postman, but with cut edges, and glued in as in the UK and
Sweden, with the strip folded over.
The cover is white with PTT adverts. Being thinner more can be stocked in the
machines.

 In the PTT Museum (see last month's DYK) there is also a unique display by Walter
Grob of photos, cards and private cancellations of all SAC huts.

 Someone has found that the original of the security background used for all Frama labels
is that of the luxury tax stamps used during the last war. Now ridiculous prices are being
asked for such 'forerunners'.

 On the 2nd July the new building housing the Air Force Museum, next to the military
airfield in Dübendorf, was opened, with a special flight to Munich of a Swiss JU 52.
Now on 2nd August a publicity slogan will be used in Dübendorf 1 cancelling machine for
the first time, and will be used for alternate months in future.
Shown are: a Swiss fighter prototype
of 1918, the DH 4 (not to be confused
with De Haviland); the Mirage III; and
the JU 52. The old K-cancel of
Dübendorf 2, near the museum,
shows a Bleriot.

 From 19th to 20th October the „AD ASTRA 89‟ will be held in Zürich, covering all aspects
of aeronautical philately.

 It is amazing that for 50 years of Pro Patria stamps no special block has been issued.
Generally, sales are falling, as for Pro Juventute.

 Samoa shows in their Expo 88 set for 200 Years Australia, a-Swiss built monorail as
used in the expo. Canada also showed a similar train for their Vancouver show in 1986.

 Michel issued their Switzerland Special catalogue in June; it can be recommended for all
collectors, and will help them to learn German too.

 The PTT have asked that all addresses should not have the post town underlined as this
confuses the OCR machines (at present only one in Bern, but more planned for Zürich).
They also said that only 1% of letters have hand-written addresses.
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Did You Know?
 September 1988
 The great event of 8.8.88 was celebrated in 8888 Heiligkreuz with champagne and full
media coverage and a team cancelled 200 000 items in the space of a week or so; a
record for a cancel first day.
The attractive special cover had to be reprinted twice, making 30 000 in all, and a rarity
value of 0.

 The high court has decided that Purchase Tax, at 6.2% retail and 9.3% wholesale must
be charged on all philatelic material, e.g., stamps for collectors, FDCs and auctions. The
complications are untold, more to follow. Starts on 1st January 1989.

 The most recent PTT service is called Telegiro. From your home or office you can make
payments direct by phone. More useful for firms as not many homes have the
interconnection facilities, it is one computer talking to another.

 Four important collections have been given recently to the PTT Museum by collectors,
making a total of 33 since 1943. They will be on show in the new building in a year or so.

 Georges Schild has pulled another plum out of his historical researches, namely covers
sent by doctors of the Red Cross team despatched to help Finland in 1940. No stamps
but a 5-line cachet stating the origin. Details in the September BBZ.

 In the same BBZ, Walter Eigenmann reveals some new factors of the 'Postage Free'
stamps of 1927 & 1934. Fascinating for specialists.

 Collectors are getting tired of the unimaginative centenary issues with which we have
been blessed, and are to be totally immersed next year. The trouble is that once started
with A then B, C & D have also a 'right' to the same privilege, and most have the political
muscle to get it. But does the result please anyone?
The attractions of a holiday in Switzerland, say?

 Hans Schwarzenbach (Postgeschichte and auctions) notifies a change of address to
Oberdorfstrasse 8, CH-8001 Zurich from the 1st of October.

 Alfred Müller of Bern died on the 23rd June. A remarkable collector, he is perhaps best
known for his work on the „Handbuch der Abstemplungen‟, and for his Ambulant
research.
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Did You Know?
 October 1988
 The Purchase Tax problem is becoming a little clearer. Liechtenstein stamps will follow
Switzerland, as they are in a common customs area. UNO Geneva position is not clear.
Cancelled modern stamps, cancelled and mint non-valid stamps, FDCs, sheetlets etc.
will be liable to tax; all foreign stamps too. An 8-page 'clarification' is available.

 The SBB has issued two new sets of postcards, on new locos, and on the Brünig railway.
About SFr.11 each; order direct.

 The PTT postal coach office in Bern has just published a new map of all their routes,
large size with text in four languages, including English. Post-horn tunes are given for
saying in advance how many horses need to be changed at the next stop, for instance.

 The new booklet which came out on 8.9.88 poses some queries, which I have not yet
been able to answer. Fig 1 shows outside view of opened booklet, same size as before.
Fig 2 inside view, without pane of stamps, also white. Note marks, type B, LH on cover,
RH on selvedge, which is
not perforated through. Fig
3 is the green slip at the top
of each packet of 25
booklets.

Fig.1

Fig.2

Fig.3

 The PTT gave out this postcard free at the special show at this year's Comptoir Suisse in
Lausanne. The picture side is black and yellow. It does not need to be cancelled, as it is
'PP', but if it goes in the new coding system, at present on test in Lausanne, it gets the
reddish bars which prove postal usage.
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Did You Know?
 November 1988
 Zumstein has used a new idea in their 1989 catalogue in that adjacent to every price
change there is a little arrow to indicate if the change is an increase or a decrease.
Most of the high items have come down. The additional Fr.2 for the spiral binding is well
worth it, as the pages lie flat when opened.

 From the coding bars on letters date stamped in Zürich 1 it is clear these have been
sorted either in Bern or Basel, as Zürich does not yet have a sorting machine, but due to
shortage of staff they cannot cope with the mail. Most pillar boxes are being emptied only
once a day, instead of twice or three times at least.
Parliament will not agree to an increase in wages, so many staff are leaving in Geneva,
Lausanne and Zürich. The private mail couriers are glad to take them.

 The SVP have issued the first supplement to their 1983 Handbook of Swiss Machine
Cancellations. Only the new issues are illustrated, including town dies, but no corrections
are made. Price is SFr.21; post free in Europe, or from Vera Trinder.

 The next exhibition in the PTT Museum in Bern is by the well-known specialist Karl
Probst, who shows his unique collection of coil stamps, perfins etc., for roughly the last
100 years. From 4th October to 18th December.

 The 50c Sport stamp of 1986 brought in SFr.2.345m for the promotion of sport generally
in Switzerland. However, 67% of the 13m stamps sold were bought by sports clubs.

 The SBB/CFF have computerised the numbering of their locos now, to line up with the
coaches and wagons. Instead of Re4/4IV 10101 for instance, it is now 440 101.

 As there are more AIDS victims in Switzerland per capita than anywhere else in Europe,
extreme measures have to be taken. A machine slogan, No. 4.6.215, is to be used in
each of the three language areas, but uniquely each one has the text in English too.
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Did You Know?
 December 1988
 Although not directly philatelic, it is a sign of up-to-date PTT thinking that I now have a
Postomat (Automatic Teller Machine) 'Plus' card with which I can pay in three (at the
moment) supermarkets.
By inserting it in the machine at the checkout I can have the amount directly charged to
my Giro account. In 1990 the PTT plan to equip all retailers in Biel with this system,
perhaps with a slogan for philatelists.

 I was wrong to mention last time that letters from Zürich were being sorted in Bern, as
shown by typical Bern coding. The truth is that Zürich now has two Telefunken OCR
machines, so that letters with machine-readable addresses are now coded with the same
'desk' number, 28, as in Bern.
This was not the only surprise. Since about January 1988 Basel also has an OCR
machine as an addition to its 12 video desks, and when Lausanne opened its MLO in
September it also had video desks and an OCR machine. Geneva will get one in
October next year, and one is planned for Luzern too: The confusing thing is that all five
OCR machines use the desk number '28'. This fooled me.

 The 45c is the least-used of the present definitives, closely followed by the 60c. Both can
be used alone only for some of the printed matter steps. Stamps of the old folklore series
are still to be found at smaller POs, a long time after the first-day of 10th March 1987 of
the present Postmen series.

 Ten times more postcards are sent inside Switzerland than letters; to foreign countries
there are 20 times more. The inland cards are, I guess, more answers to competitions on
PTT cards than Picture postcards. Inland rate is 50c for both cards and letters.

 The 'Verband' of Swiss Philatelic Societies have issued an A4 loose-leaf book, in colour,
for those taking part in a course of philately, either as an adult or teenager. All facets of
philately are divided into 13 categories. Very good effort to get more members.

 On the 12th December, Thundorf (Toondorf; „Th‟ as in Thames) will celebrate 1100 years
of recorded history. The name suggests that in all likelihood it was founded in the 8th
century by settlers from the north in Charlemagne's time, as many -dorf villages in
northern Switzerland were started like that, but only much later
recorded in writing.
Thundorf has nothing to do with Thun (BE), as it lies in Canton
Thurgau, just east of the capital, Frauenfeld. The special cancel will
run until the end of 1989, a record.
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Did You Know?
 January 1989
 The Purchase Tax situation is still not clear. I have had an answer from the Philatelic
Bureau in Bern to my questions, in which they say the matter is not yet decided, and it
starts in 2 weeks. My guess is that all concerned are trying to find a face-saving way out,
as not even the Finance Dept. think it worth the trouble.
Twenty per cent of the members of the Swiss Dealers Association have said they will
stop trading.
Auctions are apparently not affected as they are only middlemen, the sellers and buyers
must deal with the 'Wust' authorities direct.
Twice the Swiss voters have rejected a simpler, and conforming to that in the EEC, VAT
system.

 The Swiss Locomotive Works (SLM) in Winterthur, part of the Sulzer Group, intends to
build 12 narrow gauge, oil-burning steam locomotives for the Brienzer Rothorn Bahn and
others in Austria and Germany. Hope it all works out.

 The Italian PTT is issuing a stamp for the 450th anniversary of the birth of Carlo
Borromeo, Archbishop of Milan, who in 1560 became known as the Protector of
Helvetiae. He is the patron saint of the Diocese of Lugano.

 It has been noticed that Liechtenstein is the only country in the world which has issued
Airmail stamps without having an airport. The nearest they got was on the 10th June
1931 when, near Schaan, a Zeppelin let down a rope on to which the post bag was
attached and hauled aboard.

 The youngest postmaster was only 11 when his father died in 1819 and left him in
charge in Ballwil LU. This is taken from the recently published 'Luzerner Postgeschichte',
136 pages with many illustrations in colour; assisted by the Fund for Furthering Philately.
A copy is being obtained for the Society's Library.

 In the recent Schwarzenbach Auction in Zürich a fine used example of the rare card 83z
went for SFr.550. In 1924 the existing stocks of the 25c rate to foreign countries (No. 70
of 1921) were overprinted with 20c, the new rate introduced on 1st May 1924. There
must be more around in the UK. The 'z'
means horizontally perforated.
The cards could be bought in strips and
fed into a typewriter instead of singly.
This is what makes them so rare today.
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Did You Know?
 February 1989
 The PTT has crept neatly out of the purchase tax affair. They will pay it all themselves,
but the price of all covers and collector's sheets increases by 10c above the 1974 prices.
Not a bad solution.

 Joint stamp designs are not easy to arrange. An interesting article on a proposed joint
Swiss UK skiing stamp is in the May 1988 issue of Gibbon's monthly. The Swiss PTT
was agreeable, but...

 The present exhibition in the PTT Museum, Bern, is on the first Russian stamps, by Hr Z
S Mikulsky of St Gallen. Thousands of Swiss accompanied (unwillingly) Napoleon on his
trip to Moscow. Did they ever write home?
Does anyone have a cover written by Lenin during his years in Zürich? That would be
interesting.

 This year there will be no end of Jubilees. Three special ones have been mentioned; 50
years of publicity stamps, i.e., stamps bringing advance publicity for an exhibition or
similar, in this case the 1939 Landi in Zurich; 75 years of the Tell Head, three values
came out in July 1914, perhaps as part of the realisation that Switzerland must take a
stand for itself in European politics; then 125 years since the Hotel Rigi Kaltbad
introduced the first hotel stamps.

 In 1928 the 'Union Philatélique de Genève' published a book of the forgeries of Fournier,
in 480 copies, real collector's items today. One came up in the recent Kronenberg
auction in Basel at a starting price of SFr.2400.

 A new 75c definitive has suddenly been added to the 1989 new issues as the inland rate
for parcels is going up by 25c per step in May. This makes a 75c stamp necessary, they
say.

 In the December 1988 SBZ there is an article giving more information on the escorted
trains of 1919 to the Balkans. These trains carried goods for sale mostly, not free items
of assistance.

 Max Guggenheim of Basel has discovered a missing cancellation that now completes
the set of eight, Philatelic Bureau, Bern, cancellations used from 1943 to 1964, shown in
the K Handbook of the SVP. There are four main types, with
dot, ring, star or nothing on each side of 'Bern', but with and
without background to the Swiss Cross. (See illustration.)
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Did You Know?
 March 1989
 Not only the 50c steps of the parcel post jump to 75c, but Registration goes to 150c and
the Express fee rises to SFr.5. Foreign rates are not affected. Starts on 1st May 1989.

 Eight countries (CH, B, GB, L, MC, NZ, N, and S) are the first to take part in a new
international Business Reply Service. A special layout has to be followed, complete with
Par Avion imprint and a prominent Réponse Payée Suisse in the middle.
Cost to be paid in Switzerland on the letter's return is air rate to the sender's country,
plus 5c.

 Starting on 9th January this year all new or
replacement hand-roller cancellers have the date
die rotated by 90°. See the illustration. This goes
back to the pre-PLZ layout used up to about 1965.

 A new pack of four postcards has appeared,
with a yellow cover, dated 1988/89. As the
previous issue with bright green cover (and all
the changes from phosphor to fluorescent etc.)
was dated 1986/87, it seems that an issue for
1987/88 was not made.

 The Free Postage stamps of 1911 to 1921 (Z.2A onward) with a „P‟ on either side of the
value are worth studying. The „PP‟ means, according to an article in the Postgeschichte
of December 1988 by R Helbling, “Pour Philantropie” not “Port Payé”, and there is much
more of interest in the article.
By coincidence a brochure has just appeared, in German, by R Schaal on these stamps
used in connection with the Neumunster Hospital, Zurich, run by nuns since the Middle
Ages. These numbered stamps must always be collected on cover, to link the name of
the charitable institute with the number on the stamp. (Price SFr.15.)

 J Gartmann has produced another book on Graubünden, this time on its stamps,
covering all Swiss and many (if not all) foreign stamps connected with the subject.
Practically all in colour, German, 147 pages SFr.38. Most useful and interesting.
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Did You Know?
 April 1989
 To the average collector the FIP (Federation Internationale de Philatelie) rates about the
level of the KGB as far as publicity is concerned. This has now changed as there is a
permanent secretary in Zürich who issues their bulletin „Flash‟ to those interested, four
times a year.
Printed in French, German, English and Spanish it details all competition rules and other
decisions affecting collectors, and international exhibitors in particular.

 Another publication has been face-lifted, and renamed 'Zack'. This is distributed every
two months, free, to all young collectors belonging to the Youth Section of a recognised
Philatelic Society.
It was very good before, and now under a new editorial committee promises to be even
better. Editor is Christina Rölli of Luzern.

 The Philatelic counter in Chur has again shown its initiative by issuing a set of four FDCs
for the 80c Rhätische Bahn (RhB) stamp. Using the Bern first-day covers the
cancellations are Bahnpost, then „K‟ cancels for Brusio, Filisur and Langwies, which all
show an RhB viaduct, for 7.3.89.
This will be followed by machine slogans in a number of languages and sizes for eleven
towns on RhB routes.

 The machine slogan now in Lugano will give great
pleasure to all chess players and others, with its “come
play with us” slogan and lively figures, especially
combined with the 30c stamp of 1968
(Z.464)

 In 1990 a new design of FRAMA ATM labels will appear, with full philatelic acceptance
(after 14 years), that means FDCs and inclusion in their Sales List.

 I’m sure that Charlie Chaplin is the only Englishman to be
honoured with a special cancellation, to be used in the village
where he lived after being refused re-entry into the USA, on 16th
April to celebrate the centenary of his birth in London. Illustrated
is the monument erected in this village.
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Did You Know?
 May 1989
 The Zürich Sechseläute Festival has taken place on the third Monday of April since 1953
because of the better weather to be expected later in April, rather than the original date
of the Monday following the spring equinox, which often collided with Easter.
The 'Ringing of the Bell at Six' was introduced in the 14th C. to tell the town workers that
the so-called 'Light Day' (when one worked only when there was enough light in the
winter) was annulled, and that all had to work until six during the summer.
At the autumn equinox the 'Light Day' became valid again (but is no longer celebrated).
But it rained all day this year, again.

 The Pro Juventute Secretariat in Zürich sells 'old' stamps of theirs until exhausted, long
after the published withdrawal dates.

 The PTT have given some interesting figures for philatelists. The number of business
meter franking machines has risen during 1988 from 26 000 to nearly 28 000, and the
Frama ATMs from 740 to 850 (1000 are planned).
This is part of the reason for the drop in the number of stamps printed from 802 to 788
million.
The drop in PTT standing order customers has been halted, with a slight rise in 1988 to
192 000 at the end of the year. Of these 120 000 are inland and 72 000 foreign.

 The machine cancellation slogan for the Centennial of
the Rhätische Bahn was delayed due to a spelling error,
discovered at the last minute, in the new Romansch
Grischun language (the common written language for
the five dialects).

 An important date should be noted. The next big National Exhibition will be held in
Geneva from the 5th to the 16th of September 1990,
and the publicity has started already.
Shown here is the machine slogan to be used.
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Did You Know?
 June 1989
 The PTT has just started a massive publicity campaign for their Philatelic Bureaux.
At all POs a free poster calendar can be obtained, A2 size, with 12 full-colour stamp
reproductions for the months May 1989 to April 1990, in German and probably French.
Very nice, try to order from UK by writing to: GD PTT, Philatelic Bureau, CH-3030 Bern,
Switzerland.

 It took 25 years to discover that the date die of a franking meter used by a sausage
factory in Klus had not been modified to include the postcode. Naturally it was found by
an SVP member and not by a PTT inspector or meter reader.
Swiss meters are paid for monthly, after use, i.e. no pre-payment is needed. This has
helped their use.

 In the April BBZ is an interesting article on Express labels. One of the references
mentioned by the author Max Schio is a 1973 article by the HPS member Ivan Tillen who
has done such a lot for label collecting, including pushing me into it. Thanks Ivan.

 A new Fragile label has appeared, in a combined form, red
with black fingers, peelable, PTT No. 236.27-1, 100 x 71(76).

 -that one important item of foreign mail also went up with the
inland rates on 1st May, namely the Express fee, from SFr.4 to SFr.5. Otherwise the
foreign letter rates have remained unchanged.

 For the Centenary of the Swiss Field PO, Arthur Wyss (ex Postal Museum) has written a
32-page brochure, in German. This can be obtained from: Feldpostdirektion, CH-3030
Bern, for SFr.2 plus postage.

 At the end of May the first stage of the new extensive Zürich S-Bahn network comes into
service (Express trains with double-decker coaches), whereby the
station at Letten in Zürich closes. Does anyone have a cancellation
of this station?
Does anyone want a map of the new system, which opens in May
next year? The area covered is Brugg, Winterthur, Rapperswil, and
Zug.
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Did You Know?
 July 1989
 Without any visible announcement or marketing effort the Pro Patria Committee in Zürich
put on sale a well-designed stamp booklet, but only available mail order, five at a time, or
from Zürich Philatelic Counter but not from Bern. The cover is black, with a stapled-in
strip of ten 50+20c PP stamps, neatly folded, for SFr.7.50 including 50c for making up.
All in a clear plastic wallet like the Pro Juventute ones, from which it is obviously copied.
Because of the lack of notice first day cancels will be rare.
The new Pro Patria booklet (see opposite) was issued
as a pilot run in only 20 places in Switzerland, but
including both Zurich and Winterthur. The actual selling
being done by school children, together with the stamps.
Only 10 000 were printed. If successful all the country
will be covered in years to come.

 At long last the Frama label machine has been adapted to take the 'Taxcard', as Phonecards are known here. With the same card, bought for SFr.20 or 10 at any PO, you can
phone or make Frama labels.

 Pitney Bowes have put out two new franking meter value frames. The type 6900 appears
with two extra '0' signs; the company have not yet been able to explain their purpose to
me. A new type 6500 machine on sale here has four digits and is suitable for high-speed
electronic control.

6900

6500

 The Durst Handbook on meters has been reprinted to include type 6900, with coloured
publicity slogans (mentioned here before), given catalogue No. 4L.

 Boston (USA) member Charles LaBlonde won a Gold at the recent Boston National
Stamp Show with his collection of 160 sheets of Old Geneva, and was also successful
with it at Stampex and NABA. His modern collection of Swiss machine cancellations has
won several Silvers in the USA.

 A wonderful book has been published on 75 Years of the Lötschbergbahn. In German,
with 480 pages & 1600 illustrations for SFr.118.

 For SFr.5 the cancellation specialist Karl Gebert of Ebnat-Kappel has published a
regional booklet, this time on the various cancels of Alttoggenburg.
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Did You Know?
 August 1989
 Just on his retirement from the Chicago School of Music, and as he was settling down to
the mammoth task of bringing order to the Swiss ordinary cancellations of the 20th
century, Felix Ganz experienced an unexpected heart attack. We wish him a speedy
recovery.

 The Pro Patria booklet is still rocking the boat (see last month‟s DYK); official or not?
Catalogue or not? Anyway it seems that the original printing was for 20 000 and an
additional run of about 10 000 was then made. The latter are paler, and the last line of
the inside front cover is all bold, not only the price, as in the first printing.
The booklet was on sale in the cantons of Bern, Fribourg and Geneva, but only at a
limited number of places each.

 The Geneva 2 MLO started trials with its new OCR coding machine about 1st June, in
addition to the 14 video coding desks there already. The greatest part of the foreign
airmail coming to Switzerland is coded and sorted there.

 The PTT Museum exhibition from 27th June to 1st October is by Rudolf Rehm of Stein
am Rhein on the "Postal History of the Canton Schaffhausen". Being on the northern
border of Switzerland ensured that the area had a colourful and interesting development
of its postal service.

 The rates for foreign registration did not go up on 1st May from SFr.2, so the
compensation paid remains SFr.300, inland and foreign.

 Two foreign cancels have appeared lately which deserve mention. The first from a Swiss
Day in San Marino is as simple as possible. The second from Japan shows not only a
DC 10 and the Matterhorn, but also the date,
1st June in the first year of the new

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 8

Did You Know?
 September 1989
 PTT staffing in the city of Zürich is 700 persons short, so 10% of the POs have been
closed during the holiday period and nearly all others have somewhat reduced hours.
Nobody is pleased.

 In the BBZ for August a call is made for the Swiss stamp (normal issue) which occurs
least often on cover, not necessarily alone, and the proposal made is for the Fr.1 gold
(Z.51) on a COD cover for Fr.1.10. Has any member a suggestion to make?

 Although the French revolution had a profound effect on Swiss life, there is very little
philatelic evidence. As far as I can think only one event is commemorated on a stamp,
the 30c Pro Juventute of 1926, plus the LUNABA special cancel for
1987, and three machine cancels.
On 10th August 1792 the Swiss Guards
were holding back the mob successfully
when Louis XVI ordered them to stop
firing. In the retreat 550 were killed and
only a few got back to Switzerland. In 1821, the monument by
Thorwaldsen, 30 feet long cut in the rock, was unveiled in Luzern; A tourist attraction
ever since.

 SWISSPHILA '93 is a proposed international exhibition in either Geneva or, more likely,
Zürich, to commemorate 150 years of Swiss stamps, and 50 years since the Swiss
rescued the FIP from the hands of the Nazis who wanted to control the worldwide
organisation for their own purposes. See BBZ for August.

 In 1949 one of the proposed, but not used, stamps for the
„Technology and Landscapes‟ definitives showed the rack
railway on Pilatus, which now celebrates its centenary; pity it
was missed out. However, such a series would not be possible
today.

 PSI does not always mean “pounds per square inch". The cds shown is for a PO opened
on 1st March within the "Paul Scherer Institute", part of a Federal
Atomic Research Establishment, but open to the public.
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Did You Know?
 October 1989
 The Pro Patria booklet is still in the news. Hardly had type 2 been found when types 3 &
4 turned up, i.e. with blank inside covers, and with imprint of a smaller Zürich bank for
publicity purposes (I have seen none of these, but 2 & 3 can be bought).
Now a forged issue has been found, privately printed cover with genuine first-day
cancelled stamps inside the stapled cover. The Pro Patria Fund is taking this dealer to
court. How will all this affect their decision on a 1990 booklet?

 The Sport stamps, 50+20c, have also come out in booklet form, but are considered less
collectable than Pro Patria. Time will tell.

 During the „NABA Züri‟ some will recall, there was an exciting find publicised by the
Luzern dealer Kurt Trüssel on the possibility that the first four booklets (1904) were made
up from special sheets with a gutter for row 4 (see my article in the July 1984 issue of the
Newsletter). Now Rölli of Luzern has found an incorrectly made up booklet, in that one of
the four pages of six 10c red 'Figure' stamps was inserted turned around by 180°.
Therefore a full 'stamp', unprinted, but with a control mark was found in each line. If this
was not enough, Hr J Knägi of the PTT Stamp Dept. has now found the original pastedup half sheets used to illustrate to the printers how these special sheets were to be made
up. All nicely illustrated in the August edition of BBZ and the September SBZ, in colour.
Has any member anything to add?

 The WIPA in Vienna has declared the Swiss 30c of the Posts and Transport series to be
the best stamp of 1988. One cannot expect the rate for a letter to drop from 50 to 30c
thereby.

 At the PhilexFrance „89 show, 12 members of the Swiss Thematic Society (SMV)
exhibited and all got a prize: 5 gold, 4 large vermeil and 3 vermeil; can anyone beat that?
In Sofia the judges gave a gold medal at the Bulgaria 89 to the Liechtenstein poster
which shows all their stamps in full colour and size issued in 75 years.
Well over 10 000 copies were sold.
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Did You Know?
 November 1989
 The PTT have announced in the press that they intend to introduce a two-tier delivery
system for letters, with printed matter in sealed covers. How they will sort 1st from 2nd
was not mentioned. We are in for some fun!

 The SBB has designated a further group of stations to be automated, i.e. run from a
nearby central control room and, therefore, unmanned. The public are not happy to have
these 250 stations on self-service as well. This means that weekend letters will not be
cancelled by the SBB stationmaster, but left for the PTT to collect on Monday.

 The National Sports committee which issued the
second Sport stamp, 50+20c, on 25.8.89, also issued
an attractive green booklet containing 10 stamps for
SFR.7. German version illustrated, with French and
Italian available.

 The Pro Juventute stamps to be issued on 24.11.89 are much better than the designs of
the previous two years; maxicards are available at SFr.8 the set of four.

 During the sale of Pro Juventute stamps by schoolchildren from 11th Nov to 9
December, Sports stamps cannot be sold the same way.
This applies to Pro Patria stamps as well during their sales period of 10th May to 14th
June 1990.

 The world-wide thematic club "The Philatelic Music Circle" has chosen the Swiss Pro
Patria stamps of 1989 as best music stamps of the year.

 The PTT Museum will be showing a major thematic collection on Wine from 3rd October
to 17th December loaned to them by the company Provins from Sion in the Valais.

 VHS videos are now available for sale of the Gotthard Railway (60min), and the Jura
Railways (14min) in German or French. More are certain to follow.

 A book in French has appeared on the Aigle-Le Sepey-Diablerets railway 1914-1989,
159 pages, SFr 49.

 Yet another red meter mark has appeared
with two additional '0' which were quickly
removed when I asked the PTT "What are
they for?"
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Did You Know?
 December 1989
 The Laufental decided six years ago to remain in Canton Bern, but now have voted to
join Canton Baselland, as the previous voting had been declared unfair.
Cancellers may have to have their lower
segment identification changed from 3 to 4. We
will see what happens after the Baselland
population have voted on accepting them.
The map shown here gives the layout of this
complex corner of Switzerland, made more so
by the new Canton Jura. From a geographical
point of view it would be neater if Solothurn
were to take over the Laufental, but they won't
have them!

 The Presidents of the member societies of the VSPhV have decided that there should
not be an International in 1993 to celebrate 150 years of Swiss stamps.
There will probably be local shows in Zürich and Geneva.

 Winterthur will be the location of a combined exhibition of a new grouping of the societies
of Germany, Austria & Switzerland, together with a so-called 'small' Swiss National show
in 1993.

 The K Handbook Supplement No.4 will be issued by the SVP in January 1990, covering
the years 1988 and 1989. All 180 new cancellations illustrated, together with new
alphabetical and numerical lists. sometimes trying to purchase special types of Swiss
stamps, say corner blocks, from the Philatelic Bureau in Bern and the various counters,
is like asking a bank for a gold brick - free.

 An observant member has pointed out to me an error in this column in August in that the
date in Japanese is the 29th of June in the year one. I hope to get it right next time,
sorry.

 When you read this I will be a card-carrying OAP, with lots of time, at last, to answer all
your queries promptly, and to complete the articles various patient editors have
requested on some of the murky corners of Swiss philately.
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Did You Know?
 January 1990
 Those who pay their Swiss bills by International Giro (the quickest and cheapest way)
have noticed that the Swiss Giro account number has been extended by an additional
digit, e.g., 84-8297-1.
This so-called Check-digit should indicate an error of transcription in the main number.
The PTT have now told me how this complex check is made. Anyone interested can
send me a few empty UK stamp booklets for the answer.

 Luzern 2 Bahnhof is becoming mechanised. They have a flats-sorter, and will get letter
coding and sorting plant in operation in March. This is the first such installation outside
the "big five" and ahead of Winterthur and St. Gallen, 6th and 7th largest places.

 Auction houses have raised their percentage of the knock-down price to 18% on all lots
to cover purchase tax. Foreign buyers cannot be exempted.

 The 90c „Fonoteca‟ stamp of the 2nd Specials set was clearly the worst of 1989. I liked
the 75c definitive.

 The second Sport stamp, with surcharge, has been a flop. I have seen only one used on
cover. Counter sales are near zero. The millions handed out by sponsors for a few
spectacle sports have had their effect on the man in the street, or on the PO counter
sales.

 On the 1st December at the official "Day of the Stamp" exhibition in Stäfa, on the Lake of
Zürich, also a Grade 3 competition, the President of the Fund for Furthering Philately,
Charles Baumann, presented three prizes for literature; namely to Arthur Wyss for "Die
Post in der Schweiz", Dr G Balimann (as editor) for "Postgeschichte Aarau", and to the
Philatelic Society Valais/Haut-Leman for their publication "Rhone Philatelie" which
appears every three months. This is a new development.

 Stäfa used to be the second largest place in the Canton of Zürich, and the special
cancellation shows the "Patriot" from one of the fights of 1795 between Zürich town and
country.

 Stäfa is also the home of Th. Gut & Co., publishers of a wide range of interesting books,
many on ships and railways. A set of eight covers the railways of the region, at SFr.8
each a good buy.

 The Helvetia Genève 90 PTT block will contain four stamps of 50c nominal value, with a
total price of SFr.3. Date of issue 6th September.
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Did You Know?
 February 1990
 The Postmen definitives are to be replaced by a series of domestic animals, 5 to 90c,
starting with a cat on 6th March 1990. The designer is Celestino Piatti, winner of the
'secret' competition, who did the unsuccessful Pro Juventute animals of 1967 and 1968,
but the new ones are in an improved style.

 Extensive use of the present 50c cylinder caused more wear than could be repaired by
re-chroming, as a new transfer operation is no longer considered practicable (which
means that possible double impressions are excluded).

 The PTT has been under pressure for years to produce such a 'popular' thematic set of
stamps, but the opponents will have a field day with their criticism of them being not
specifically Swiss.

 The pudding cap worn by the postman on the 50c stamp has not yet been generally
introduced (I have seen only one, in Versam-Station) so the general public don't
recognise him. Also there have been comments that the car shown is too obviously a
VW Golf.

 The PTT has decided to computerise all existing Swiss cancels. However the existing
well-known numbering of the K, S, A, and machine cancellations will be kept, as well as
those of the 8-volume Stempelwerk.
This systemisation will allow a specific postmark, or range of marks or marks of a place
or time period to be called up. What would be of great assistance during the planning
stage would be if members would think out typical questions and send them to me. Later
specialists will be asked to help in their particular area.

 According to Jann Etter in the NZZ there were the lowest number of new cancellations,
special, K, and machine of the 1980s last year, 216.

 Hans Schwarzenbach suggests in his latest 'Postgeschichte' that an International Postal
History Society should be formed to cover the whole complex subject.

 The 80 & 90c definitives have been available in 1000 rolls for about a year now,
unknown to collectors. These should be collected as strips of 12 as they are made up by
hand from sheets.

 As a footnote, the PTT have announced, to staff only so far, that during the predicted
shortage of 50c definitives, until 6th March the 50c „Reka‟ will be on sale. The new
printing has a most peculiar acrid smell, surely worth a catalogue note.
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Did You Know?
 March 1990
 The PTT will be selling the Pro Patria booklet in the same way as the Pro Juventute
booklets, i.e. it can be put on standing order. This makes the first 'unofficial' booklet of
1989 most attractive, to those who have one Prices have doubled again.

 Luzern 2, the new PO between the railway station and the lake, started coding trials on
the 8th January, but the official opening is the 5th March. However they still do not have
an ALF machine so there has been no 28 mm town die yet.

 In May the SVP will issue the second Supplement to their two-volume Handbook of
Swiss Machine Cancellations, covering the years 1988 & 1989, with all slogans
illustrated.

 The PTT say they have studied „self-adhesive‟ stamps, but have concluded that they are
uneconomical, environmentally damaging, and would not be liked by philatelists. I am
glad and think the trials in other countries will confirm this.

 On the 5th March Liechtenstein will bring out a 'Penny Black' for SFr1.50; but why did
they use the corner letters F, E and not F, L?

 The Liechtenstein Handbook has been extended, and corrected, with the 31st
Supplement, making 2200 pages in all. I doubt if any other country has been covered in
such detail.

 The Palexpo Exhibition Halls are situated virtually at the airport in Geneva. So don't
forget the GENÈVE 90 from 5th to 16th September. The last National in Geneva was in
1943.

 At last I have found a canceller with only two stars, i.e. with no text between. See below,
Basel Flugplatz.

 This brings me to a question. As a non-specialist 'Air' collector, I have a theory, namely
that only those covers cancelled with 'Poste Aerienne', 'Flugpost', 'Luftpost' or 'Posta
Aerea' were actually flown, and that this cancel was never used for any other postal
purpose.
Other cancels could be used
for flown covers, as I am
referring mainly to
commercial mail. See the first
three cancels. The second
group of three are typical
examples of sub-offices
situated at the airfields of
Basel, Geneva and Zürich
only. That means that such
cancels with the word
'Aviation', 'Aeroport',
'Flugplatz' do not prove a
flown cover. Have members any comments or observations?
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Did You Know?
 April 1990
 Liechtenstein will issue mourning stamps on 5th June, SFr.2 for Princess Gina and SFr.3
for Prince Franz Josef II, both in sheetlets of eight stamps.

 On the 27th February (also from the March issue of the BBZ), in the old UPU building in
Bern, the English-based Philatelic Music Circle presented the Robert Stolz Trophy to the
brothers Eugen and Max Lenz for their Pro Patria stamps of 1988.
The Lenz brothers have designed 59 Swiss stamps. At the above celebration PTT
Director Clivaz also announced that the unending series of Jubilee of this or that is to be
stopped, or at least reduced. Other more popular series will be introduced. At last the
penny has dropped.

 The PTT Museum in Bern has been closed since the 1st of March, pending removal to
the new premises down the road at Helvetia-Strasse 16. Festive opening on 23rd June
1990. Will I be invited? Doubtful.

 For the recent new issues two K cancels were found which fitted the stamp fairly well.
The 50c cat was matched to the village
of Watt (K350a:61) with its slogan of
"am Katzensee" (as there is no
cancellation showing a cat).
For the 50c special stamp, Madiswil (K445:41)
was chosen as it shows a left-handed reaper.
The scythe is normal but the man had made a
deal with a farmer that if he could mow a certain field, left-handed, by sunset, he could
marry the daughter.
He did, and so they lived happily ever
after, so says the legend, but it suits
the stamp very well.

The special PTT covers for the individual
stamps are used for such efforts.
See the illustrations.

 The SVP are ready to publish the second supplement to the M Handbook of Swiss
Machine Cancellations. The price is SFr.21.50 in Europe and SFr.25.50 to the USA and
elsewhere. This update covers the years 1988 & 89. Don't forget the fourth supplement
to the K Handbook is also on sale now with payment as above: SFr.15, Europe SFr.18,
and USA SFr.21.
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Did You Know?
 May 1990
 The PTT now definitely plan to introduce a two-tier A and B postal system as from 1st
February 1991, with 'printed matter' being done away with, as well as the PP stars. No
changes to the stamps are envisaged as separation will be done by the sender, business
etc., or manually during sorting. The actual prices have not yet been issued.

 The highest price for a single Swiss classic stamp on cover was achieved as Lot 1 on the
first day of the Corinphila auction in Zürich on 24th March, No 17I with complete frame to
cross. Starting price was SFr.200 000 but the end was 420 000 plus 15% plus 6.2%
sales tax, to make a grand total of SFr.507 000!

 According to the BBZ the reprint of the 50c special stamp of 1989 was on a slightly
different paper, in that under the long wave UV lamp it shows up a little brighter, which I
can confirm. Short wave shows this up too, i.e., the fluorescent coating is slightly
different. Zumstein will not be cataloguing this.

 The Thematic Club SMV is about to issue a second edition of their popular
“Motivhandbuch Schweiz” by Dr E Schlunegger, describing all Swiss stamps in detail; in
German, 570 pages, A5, SFr.50.

 The PTT are issuing three very nice postcards for the opening of their new Museum on
the 22nd June, but the cards have the first-day cancel of 22.5.90 if ordered direct.
However, I believe there will be a new K cancel for the actual opening day, which will be
more appropriate.

 Marken Müller AG has had a new management since 1st January. This well-known firm,
just behind Zumstein, in Basel, issues the annual catalogue which is also used by the
Swiss Dealers Association.
About four times a year they issue a magazine of special offers, albums etc., and
sometimes with useful articles. The latest issue is 64 pages, with coloured covers. Their
half-yearly auctions are popular as they are deliberately for the small customers.

 There seems to be more publicity for the Regional exhibition in Sierre on 26/7th May
than for GENÈVE 90 in September. The special cancellation to be used shows a girl
serving Raclette.
Special cheese from the Val de Bagnes is cut in half and the
cut face heated until it can be scraped (racler) as molten cheese
on to a plate. It is eaten with steamed potatoes, pickled white onions,
gherkins and, of course, the local white wine, Fendant. Enough to
make anyone a thematic collector.
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Did You Know?
 June 1990
 The PTT have started a major experiment to lure large firms away from the private
couriers. If they have an average of 250 letters a day to foreign countries they will be
charged on a total weight basis, not per letter. The normal red franking machine is used
with simplified dies (see the example below).
As the new system was started last year
there must be thousands of examples lying
around. I have been told that a large Swiss
bank was the first customer.

 The new Europa stamps show the main post offices in Geneva and Luzern, the former
still being renovated. Chur would have been a good choice too. But these charming old
buildings have, in fact, been superseded in terms of actual post office traffic by the new
buildings built on to the main railway stations; Bern and Basel too. Zürich Sihlpost was
built like that in the 1930s and is now being rebuilt and extended.

 Another step towards full automation is that starting in May when 500 more Frama
counter machines will be installed, not only at the parcel counters but also at letter
counters. This means it is less necessary to issue new stamps to match every part of the
new tariffs, and far fewer high to medium stamps will be used.
The other figure shows a label from Zug 5, a
special parcels office at the railway station. As
these labels are usually very poorly 'printed' they
have not been considered collectable, except by
ATM buffs, but now if used on letters it is a
different matter. They are not normally cancelled.

 The firm 'ATM Seitz AG, Postfach, CH-6002 Luzern' can supply a full set of FDCs. They
are called SFS - Schalterfreistempel - counter franking stamps, or cancels.
These SFS will not be hand or machine cancelled, unless a mint copy is used after the
printed date and time on a letter posted separately. It might then be called 'invalid'. When
these SFS first appeared in 1976 the PTT would not sell mint at all. Note: Schalch lists
these in its catalogue at SFr.900 for the best and 380 for the commonest versions.

 Use the Postcode to buy your railway ticket. At the end of May 1990 the Canton of Zürich
combined all train, bus, tram, trolleybus, ship and even aerial cable car, into one
homogenous transport undertaking. Not only bigger than any existing Swiss Regional
system, it has 800-odd ticket vending machines in which you punch buttons according to
the four-figure postcode of the desired destination.
A list is contained in the anodised aluminium front plate of all 300-odd places catered for,
with their postcodes. In addition, tickets to all main Swiss destinations can be obtained at
all railway stations by the same method. These machines accept SFr.20 notes as well,
and all give change. The Swiss manufacturer is Autelca/Ascom, i.e., same as supplier to
UK, but I doubt if a version for UK postcodes is being developed.
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Did You Know?
 July 1990
 In February next year the B rate will be 50c, as now, but the 80c rate for A letters has not
yet been confirmed by parliament, as proposed by the PTT. So it looks likely that the lefthanded postman will soon be superseded.

 All those stars will disappear from slow letters, i.e., printed matter, at 25c, but we will see
if the new rate doubles the speed. Postmark collectors suffer another blow in any case,
pity. The government has insisted that the PTT hand over the usual SFr.150m every
year, so an increase, after 6 years, is inevitable.

 Some years ago I mentioned old steam engines in the jungles of Vietnam, lying on the
line destroyed by the Americans. Now a team from the Furka Steam Club are going out
to fetch them back, for a million francs. All four were made by the SLM in Winterthur, two
left the Furka Oberalp Railway 40 years ago. Another three were too far gone, so have
been broken up for spares. It will be a great adventure.

 A special small exhibition at the Swiss National Museum, next to the Zürich Main
Railway Station, shows items from their collection of articles of the Gotthard Post, and
their main item is on its way to Bern, with a dressed-up crew, for the opening of the new
PTT Museum on 22nd June, namely Post Coach No. 880 "Flüelen - Camerlata" (just
south of Como).
Another coach will come from Basel. The Museum has also issued a slim 60-page
booklet "Der Gotthard-Postwagen" at SFr.15.

 All collectors will know Koller's famous picture of the Gotthard Post pulled by five horses
with a stray calf running in front. What is now being shown for the first time to the public
at the above exhibition is a second version, done in 1874 especially for an Englishman,
and now in the possession of a Swiss bank.

 New Zealand has issued two Exhibition blocks, each with a Swiss stamp, as one of a
block of four, the Zürich 4, and the Basel Dove. Note that these items are not valid for
postage.

 1990 is the Centenary of the death of Gottfried Keller. There was a 5c Pro Juventute
stamp issued 40 years ago, now nothing, except a special SFr.5 piece.

 Felix Ganz has found another
2-star cancel for me, and you.
See the illustration
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Did You Know?
 August 1990
 The PTT received 233 749 replies to their 'Best Stamp' competition. 22.7% voted for the
90c Tinguely stamp of 1988, probably because it was the largest. In the western Cantons
the St. Bernard Hospice and dog got a lot of votes, 9.7%; third place went to the JU 52
with Matterhorn. Food for thought. For the years 1988 & 1989, 45 were offered.

 The A post is now definitely going to be 80c, but the PTT hope that there will not be too
many of them otherwise the costs of sorting will be too high. Note that changes might still
occur. New rises for 1992 are planned by the PTT.

 In 1985 the Circolo Filatelico di Bellinzona published "Note di Storia Postale del Cantone
Ticino 1798-1848", 100 A4 pages, many illustrations, SFr.20 plus postage. Very useful.

 The „Nuova Edizioni Trilingue SA‟ of 6962 Viganello has just published "Post Hotel" in
Italian and German, the story of the hotels built along the postal routes in the central alps
of Switzerland; 252 pages, 223 illustrations, 42 in colour.
Also from this publisher the famous Wyss "Die Poste" in Italian as well as a number of
others on ships and railways.

 I‟m sure Fred Smith has made an important discovery of the missing cross on the church
of Castagnola (see July issue of the Newsletter). There is no cross there now and going
through about 25 postcards back to 6.8.10, I could see none. The original Bickel essay
(for a 15c stamp) shows a cross. I think this is the error. He could not believe the photo
he had before him, so he put in the "missing" cross. Congratulations!

 At the end of June the first bilateral, Italian-Swiss, exhibition was
held in Bellinzona. Much information on lake posts, Gotthard etc.
The special cancellation is illustrated here. This event formed part
of the 1400 years celebrations of Bellinzona.
Also shown are the illustrations used for the
machine slogan (the obelisk commemorating
the 100 years freedom of the Ticino, 18031903) and the hand cancel used by San Marino at their stand
showing the Uri castle.
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Did You Know?
 September 1990
 When you read this GENÈVE
90 will be over and we will all
hope that it will not be another
47 years before the next
National is held in this charming
city.

 The August issue of the SBZ contains a number of articles with a Geneva touch, with
many illustrations in colour. The September issue of the BBZ has an article on Geneva
too, a list of the postal equipment on hand at the time of the Federal Post "takeover",
namely the 1st October 1849.

 I will try to find out the significance of the eight countries shown on the HPO of Geneva.
Take a magnifying glass to the recent 90c Europa stamp to see which countries are
shown.
The answer is not in the just-published "Motivhandbuch
Schweiz", No.25 in the SMV series. For SFr.50 you get 570
pages of everything you want to know about Swiss stamps, all
illustrated too.
That is, except for the above!
I will mention this to Dr E Schlunegger, after congratulating him on the most magnificent
book of 1990. He mentions the error found by HPS member Claude Mistely on the 20c
airmail stamp of 1944, i.e., via the BBZ note I put in at the time.

 The PTT is the 13th largest concern in Switzerland according to a recently published
book of business statistics. Nestlé is the biggest, but the PTT is the largest investor in
new equipment and facilities.

 For the first time since 1964 the PTT has not issued the annual Postcode booklets,
alphabetical and numerical. These are free at all PO‟s. I suppose they are still recovering
from the shock of renumbering about a quarter of all PO‟s a year or so ago. There is also
a large 1:300 000 map available showing the location of all PO‟s, about SFr.16.

 The SBB have issued a new edition of their "Rail-map", 1:300 000 at SFr.14.80, showing
the new S-Bahn tunnel north of Zürich, and a set of coloured maps of 13 cities
(simplified) as well as all railways and stations, together with the cantonal boundaries,
etc. A must for all railway collectors.

 I‟m collating the two-colour R hand-stamps which have been in use at the larger Swiss
PO‟s since about 1972, and also used by some banks and municipal offices.
The red R has to be inked separately and carefully from
the rest in black, so naturally
all combinations are to be
found. Winterthur 1 used all
red for about four years,
while Ticino inclined to all
black. Recently I have seen a couple designed for all black
use. See illustrations. Can anyone help with photocopies of examples?
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Did You Know?
 October 1990
 The news of the sudden death of Felix Ganz cast a shadow over the thoughts of all his
APS, AHPS, and Swiss friends attending the GENÈVE 90 show. How we will miss him
for advice and information on all aspects of Swiss philately and especially postmarks. He
had just completed the first stage of his 8-part study of all 20th century circular
datestamps, to be incorporated into the PTT Museum documentation. He certainly had
the greatest collection, and not only of cancels.

 A specialist book has been issued by the organisers of GENÈVE 90 on the stamps of
Geneva 1843-54, at a price of SFr.100 in a limited edition of 1000 copies. With more
than 100 coloured illustrations it is a must for all Geneva collectors, in German and
French together.

 Another important book, on the “Postwesen in Helvetien 1793” has been published for
specialists by the PTT Museum, 720 pages and richly illustrated. In German only, SFr.80
from the PTT Museum. A copy has been purchased for the HPS Library.

 Yet another very useful book “Die Posttaxen der Schweiz ab 1862” was published by the
Youth Section for GENÈVE 90, Volume 1 Inland SFr.12. Most rates are shown on photos
of covers. Volume 2 will cover foreign and airmail rates in a year or so. A best seller!

 I got an answer about the countries shown on the Europa 90 stamp (see last month's
DYK). As well as the eight on the front, Switzerland and its immediate neighbours plus
Russia and GB, there are four on each side and five at the back, which are all obscured
now by scaffolding. This makes 21, the signatories of the UPU in 1874.

 Not many were pleased with the stamps in the block for GENÈVE 90 and in fact I found
practically all the unsuccessful drafts, shown in the PTT stand, to be better than those
used, especially the colours.

 The PTT will not be too pleased with the sales figures either. Hardly ever more than two
people waiting for cancellations etc. at the sales stands. Geneva is just a bit too far off
the beaten track for the decreasing mass of collectors. A great pity as there was plenty
to see and learn.

 St. Moritz and Lugano received from Bern swopped-over Genève 90 machine slogans,
and neither place noticed this until a collector phoned in. Lugano then back-dated theirs
to the 5th, the first day, after they had received the correct slogan. One dealer has a set
of six on sale for SFr.80! Red faces again.
Illustration right shows the French version used at Genève
2; the German version was used at Zürich 1
and the other languages as above.

 Pierre Guinand's A4 size loose-leaf update of the Catalogue of the Temporary
Cancellations (see July issue of the Newsletter) was also on sale at the Geneva show
for SFr.68. A wonderful work it is and certainly it will be the most authoritative for a long
time.
However he is not the only one to fall into the translators trap. I think that the German
term 'Aushilfsstempel' should be 'Temporary' and not relate to 'Replacement' Cancel.
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Did You Know?
 November 1990
 On 5.11.90 the PTT issued Frama (ATM) labels on mat-gummed paper with the security
overprint of multiple PTT logos in yellow. The paper is the same as before, i.e. phosphorcoated white paper with an overprinted fluorescent layer; both overprints by
photogravure. The value imprint remains in red as before.
First-day covers are available, but no pre-sales of the labels. Packets of the four values
are available, mint or used. At 30 machines at various PO‟s the new paper will be
available on the 5th; other machines (about 700) as the old paper runs out. The 30
machines are all Type
2710, i.e. with ten buttons
to give any value.
However not a very
exciting new design, a
missed opportunity. The
FDC is not as nice as the
illustration; the PTT logo is embossed
and not printed in black and red, pity.

 In the August issue of SBZ there appeared a long-awaited article on the PD tabs of
Geneva. M. André Fawer has put all available information together, that will be difficult to
add to, but everything is possible.

 The second supplement to the SVP Handbook (2 volumes) on Machine Cancellations
(slogans) is now on sale at SFr 22. It includes additions up to the end of 1989.

 A new edition of Sulser's "Soldatenmarken" will appear in early December at a price of
SFr 54.

 The Philatelic Bureau in Vaduz has brought out a new edition of their catalogue, covering
not only their stamps in colour, but also stationery and cancels, including priced errors.
At SFr 20 for 320 pages it can be considered a good buy.

 The Pro Patria office in Zürich issues an A5 booklet each year with details of their
stamps, covered more extensively than in the PTT leaflets. Available in separate
language editions.

 The Geneva coat of arms has the motto "Post tenebra lux" (After darkness light). This
has been 'modified' to "La poste dans les tenebres c'est du luxe", i.e. Post in darkness is
a luxury.

 The SBB is proposing a number of major changes, closing a lot of stations, but also
running buses parallel to the line. For instance only buses would serve the Gotthard
route from Erstfeld to Biasca for passengers, as the through express trains and goods
trains (EC) need the limited capacity.
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Did You Know?
 December 1990
 For the first time two different cachets will be used in the Mobile Post Office No.6 in
Zürich on the 8th and 9th December for the annual Pro Juventute and Christmas Market
events. These have never before
fallen on the same day. Both
cachets on the same envelope
with the MPO date cancel, is not
allowed. We will see.

 I have a copy of a new catalogue, 288 pages with full colour illustrations, of all known
tops of the small cream containers for coffee that you get in cafes here. Even though
thousands of copies have been sold I doubt if this field is a serious competitor to
philately, but it shows that the desire to collect is present in a great number of people
who have not touched stamps.
The subjects, some in series of more than a hundred, are incredibly varied, from deaf
and dumb language to painted Easter eggs (but no stamps yet). The rarest set of five
went for SFr.6000!

 At last a book is coming out on “Grosse Schweizer and Schweizerinnen”, 100 portraits.
The previous edition of 1938 had only men. Not all those chosen for stamps are in it, but
most. In German, more than 600 pages, illustrated, for SFr.75.

 Part of the turmoil on the A & B post will see the end of the aerogramme in Switzerland.
Now for SFr.1.20 a private aerogramme can be sent anywhere in the world, but without
enclosures. Other terms such as postcard, letter or printed matter disappear in relation to
rates. The small C7 New Year's Greetings covers will also need an additional 20c,
equals 70c B and 1Fr. A post, so they will disappear I think.

 Another peculiarity of the PTT will vanish. At the moment to qualify for the Printed Matter
lower rate a postmark collector must include any sort of newspaper cutting in his cover,
because an empty cover goes at the higher letter rate!

 In spite of contrary statements the PTT will put another 200 odd Frama counter
machines (SFS) in service this year. For inland use these labels should only be applied if
the amount is above SFr.5. but for foreign letters the limit does not apply, unless one
demands stamps be used. What have you seen on your letters?

 On the 15th January two new definitives will appear; a rabbit for the 70c non-priority B
letters to European and Mediterranean countries; and two owls for 80c priority A inland
letters. Suggestions for snails and tortoises are not accepted.

 Illustrated here is the temporary post office
cancel used at the Helvetia GENÈVE 90
Exhibition earlier this year.
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Did You Know?
 January 1991
 For the third time the Swiss parliament is discussing replacing the 1940 Purchase Tax
with the EC-compatible VAT system. If this is accepted by the voters it might mean that
philatelic items will be excluded once again.

 The PTT is supplying another batch of SFS label machines to a large number of POs
ahead of schedule, so that we have the inexplicable situation of small branch offices with
two machines and the main PO still with the single machine they have had for years.
Most peculiar.

 The new PTT logo is well suited to the large illuminated signs the PTT is putting up
outside many POs, having a yellow background it is attractive by day and night. This was
not possible with the old logo.

 The Day of the Stamp cancellation shown in the November 1990 issue of HNL has an
interesting history as it refers to the coal mine Käpfnach in Horgen, with the first
reference made in 1548, but only in 1663 was coal successfully mined. However, the
high sulphur (smelly) content, and the cheapness of wood, closed the mine.
In 1708 and 1763 attempts were made to start again but failed. From 1784 to 1911 many
hundreds of thousands of tons were mined. During both World Wars coal was again
mined, with more than 200 men employed. Not exactly the conventional picture of
Switzerland! Now the mine is a museum.

 In the PTT Official Bulletin for 17th September the PTT announced that the 35c stamp
(showing the counter clerk and the special camera in the background for photographing
all R-parcels) would be available in 10 000 rolls, as requested by the junk mail firms for
normal (faster) printed matter now, and for the B rate from February 1991. Only a strip of
11 can prove the roll source as none will be numbered at the rear, as with the 25c a
couple of years ago.

 The reprinted 40c Geneva Escalade stamp was available from Philatelic counters about
the New Year, but as it was printed on the same SSR 3 machine as before it is on the
old phosphor paper as is still used for all middle value stamps. The gum is also shiny,
but the general front view is whiter when compared to the old printings.

 The repeated use of the number K1272 (see HNL, December 1990) should have raised
a few eyebrows. The illustrations shown here tell the story.
On the 3.7.70 Schwanden, in
Canton Glarus, started to use
K531 until the Jubilee cancel,
which was in use from 11.6.90
to 1.9.90 (usually special
cancels run to the end of the
year).

K531

Jubilee cancel

K531a

Then K531 was used again until the Jubilee cancel had its '750 years' machined out and
put into use on 10.12.90. But in error the next free number K1272 was used, until put
right by the SVP and K531a allocated, but without Official correction. Note that GL is now
no longer in brackets, new rule!
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Did You Know?
 February 1991
 The A & B publicity is gaining strength, leaflets all over, stickers on all posting boxes.
The new label "A Prioritaire" (French is the UPU
language) has appeared with a new reference number,
see the illustration. If anyone would like a new rates
booklet, let me know.

 The 'stars' are gone, in use from 1.3.84 till 31.1.91, they indicated bulk "non-fast"
delivery, now in effect the B rate (see my article in the March 1989 edition of HNL). If
anyone would like examples my offer stands.

 For machine slogan collectors, a new dumb slogan "PP A" will be issued to all 320 odd
POs having cancelling machines to use from 1.2.91. Who will use this rate, 80c for a
minimum of 50 letters, is a bit of a mystery, so we consider this
slogan will be a rarity, especially for the smaller places. See the
illustration but it will be in three sizes as usual; anyone
interested in a few FDCs?

 Contrary to all expectations Switzerland will not be issuing a special stamp for 700c or a
banknote for 700 Francs, this super-Jubilee year of 1991, however there will be a surfeit
of souvenirs.

 For the first time in more than 10 years the number of special cancellations used in 1990
was below 200, i.e., 190 against an average of about 250 previously. This is according to
Jann Etter in the NZZ.

 There are 120 members in a Swiss club of phonecard collectors. About 100 different
cards have been issued, mainly with private adverts on them. Some 200m cards have
been made by Landis & Gyr in Zug who make the equipment. They have just issued their
own, SFr.5 (PTT have 10 & 20 Frs.) in a run of only 500 for their guests.

 In the new PTT Museum in Bern the special exhibition is by Georges Schild of Bern on
the POW, Red Cross and other charities in WW I. A unique show which runs until 10th
March.

 I was astounded when I saw the new museum. One had got so used to the old one. Now
to experience what can be done with the wonderful material they have had all these
years. With good use of video shows and a modern concept I can only say it is really
worth a visit, and not only once. Lots of cards and books on sale, most in English too.
Entry is SFr.2 (SFr.1 for OAPs).
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Did You Know?
 March 1991
 The PTT Museum in Bern has two 'catalogues' on sale, in German, for SFr.12. "Das
neue PTT Museum" covers the historical development from the beginning, the planning,
layout, and building. First mentioned in 1893, the first collection in the Bollwerk was
opened in 1907. The building at the Helvetia-Platz was opened in 1936 and covered only
two floors.
The second book is the guide proper, "Das Schweiz PTT Museum". Each section has a
useful list of important postal & philatelic events.

 At 3 minutes past 9 a.m. on the 5th February the new station in Luzern was opened,
exactly 20 years after the disastrous fire which caused the clock to stop at that time. The
cancellation used at the MPO (see HNL, January 1991) shows, the clock.
The SBB at their information counter had the same cancellation, but in blue, and with
which they cancelled everything put before them, ignoring all PTT rules.
A famous painting done some 50 years ago shows the station clock at 9.03!

 During my visit to Luzern I also viewed eight locomotives or complete trains that had
been lined up as part of the celebrations, including the new "2000" locos, which I had
also seen under construction in the SLM works during their Open Day last year.

 In the main Luzern PO, beautifully refurbished, I paid a visit to the Philatelic counter
which they have, with its own K-cancel showing the old water tower. But don't forget that
there is also the "official" Philatelic Bureau a short distance away, with its own K-cancel
too.

 At the former counter I found a 'delightful booklet, in German, for SFr.10, with many
coloured illustrations, on the history of the main PO in Luzern. There I learnt that Luzern
had been the capital of the French-run Helvetian Republic for 6 months before the
Austrians liberated the city 31st May 1799.
The government, including the Postmaster General, fled to Bern and obscurity. When all
Switzerland regained its freedom they unfortunately fell back into their old ways of
separate cantonal posts.

 Unheralded, the term CEPT has been removed from the PTT's new rates tables, so that
Europe now stretches from Galway to Vladivostok!

 The village of Commugny in Canton Vaud has
recently had a busy time, because of its
postcode 1291. See the illustration, and note
that „-18‟ stands for 1st August too.
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Did You Know?
 April 1991
 The 1200 Genève „Office Temporaire‟ cancellation shown here was actually used in the
annexe of 1218 Le Grand-Saconnex PO in the Palexpo building, site
of the GENÈVE 90 EXPO. This annexe is used only during the larger
exhibitions and the PTT does not announce this in advance, except
when an explanatory cachet is to be used. The SVP catalogue
number is OT5, as the cancel does not have a "K" number.
Another cancel shown on page 23 of last month‟s HNL, „1200
Genève, Salon de l'auto‟, was also used in this same annexe PO in
the Palexpo building, so OT5 was not used during this show, although „1200‟ is again
incorrect.

 The Schwarzenbach auction of 1/2 March was a great success, 1425 lots went for 117%
above the starting price. The sensation was the 1953 Pro Juventute sheetlet with
missing red on four of the eight beetles, which went for 35 000 SFr. (£18 000)
A block of four with missing red was unsold at SFr.7000 at a recent Rölli auction.

 In the February issue of the SBZ, the Editor, Dr A Guggisberg, writes on the appearance
at auction of numbers of imperforate Swiss stamps from the period 1934 to 1963 as the
source is, shall we say, not clear. The PTT states that some could have been special
presentations, but the rest . . ., so the feeling is that jury members should not consider
them rarities, even though very expensive.
I would go a step further, from discussions with leading collectors that it is likely that
juries will give minus points to all imperforate and missing colour stamps, unless
normally used with machine cancel.

 As part of the 800 years festivities in Bern the PTT Museum will show until 2nd June "Die
Republik Bern 1600-1850" by Paul Heiniger, surely one of the most important philatelic
events this year.

 During the function in Bern for the release of the new stamps on 22nd February, in
particular the 700 and 800 years issues, Adolf Ogi, the Federal Councillor, and head of
the Railway and Posts Department, announced the new PTT policy in that only really
important anniversaries will have a stamp issued, with no mysterious sets of initials, and
more graphically attractive sets.
We will see in 2 or 3 years time. It was he, who as an MP, pushed the Sport stamps
through against the resistance of the PTT.

 In the latest SBZ our member M. J-C Marchand asks about regular use of the
cancellation "Bern with date-bridge and cross below". Has anyone seen this not on a Pro
Juventute fore-runner?
The date shown is 24 XII 12 1-. The canceller did exist according to
PTT records, but why "1-" is my question, "-1" would be correct. As
these PJ fore-runners were not stamps it was not illegal for them to
be cancelled with a back-dated canceller which, by the way, turned a
cheap mint stamp into a mint of money when cancelled. Often this
can be easily detected as the canceller type was not in use in 1912
(called a 'premature birth'). The problem is how much information
should be given in a cancel catalogue without helping the forgers to avoid such obvious
mistakes.
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Did You Know?
 May 1991
 Work on the controversial Vereina tunnel has just begun, so that in a few years the
Rhätische Bahn (RhB) will be able to take motor cars from Klosters into the Lower
Engadine through the 19 km tunnel. No special postmarks, yet.
The SBB are doubling their line from Sargans to Chur.

 There is growing opposition to the A/B post in parliament and in the press. The number
of very slow B letters is curious, but, of course, nobody complains when B letters arrive
the next day.

 After the first-day do in Bern (see last month‟s DYK) Federal
Councillor Ogi was reminded of the different values of the
Swiss and US combined issues, for the same service.
Anyway the PTT seem to accept the US stamp for letters to
the US without a murmur, as in fact the USPO accept the
Swiss stamp, but that is not good business for the US letter
writer!

 Another Swiss stamp has come out with a reversed picture! According to the BBZ for
March the 80c „800 years Bern‟ has the foreground reversed for that
view of the Bernese Alps, i.e. the Parliament dome (see the Fr1.60
stamp above) should be to the right of the Cathedral.
Artist's licence again. Naturally this stamp has caused a fanfare of
criticism, but not because of the reversal - "not as pretty as in 1941".

 The new 50c postcard is "laid out according to the new rules for addressing mail", so
says the official text. At the local PO I got a copy of booklet No. 202.17dt of 1.91
"Briefpost Inland". This confirmed my suspicion, the
underlining of the place name is no-longer allowed, see
new postcard. But why: "to make
machine reading easier" they say,
and this is correct as the OCR
electronic eye gets confused by
the underlining when it reads the
address.

 Something else caught my attention; for an extra franc a registered letter will be
presented a second time if nobody is at home the first time, so SFr.4 for registered
letters can now be looked for (inland only).

 Switzerland is not well-known for humour on its
cancellations, but there is one for the Swiss Hanggliding Championship, see right.
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Did You Know?
 June 1991
 The PTT are being hammered for their courage in showing modern art for this year's Pro
Patria stamps to conclude the 4-year series on "Art during 700 years".
In the PTT Museum, from 14th May until the end of July, the PTT are showing the 38
drafts submitted by the contestants for these 1991 Pro Patria stamps. Report to follow.

 The Bern publishers Hallwag have issued a new version of their map showing the
Cantons and their Districts, but instead of the previous list of all communes, they have
now used the back to print their panorama of Switzerland. Price SFr.14.80 with "700"
signet. Full details of all Cantons given as before. Scale is now 1:303 000.

 On page 32 of the April HNL the new K-cancel No. 1288 was shown with the text "Pizol
Park". Now that is a motorway shopping centre and the PO is situated in it, so is the
address also (unlawful) advertising?

 The "Bern" cancel referred to in the April issue of DYK could be from the long-soughtafter 'hand cancelling machine' mentioned in the 1924 Zumstein Handbook as being
unsuccessful during the comparative trials made in 1911 with US electrically-driven
cancelling machines. A record copy has been found in the PTT archives with the date
13.VIII.11.12-. The diameter of all copies is 25mm. Please keep looking.

 Another item of PTT humour is to be found on the new 50c postcard. Under UV light can
be seen the usual 7 x 23mm fluorescent bar to the left of the value impression and the
cat's eyes glow in the dark!

 The K-cancel No.1271, issued in November and
shown here, would be very suitable for the new 50c
postcard illustrated in last month‟s DYK.

 The new PTT Souvenir booklet is most attractive,
with about Fr.8 of usable stamps and illustrations of the old Pro Juventute set of the
cantonal arms, also a useful summarised history. In English as well as German, French
and Italian; at SFr.11 a good buy.
The above set of cantons and the two postcards issued on the 15th January, lead to the
"Swiss Path" around the Lake of Uri. I have completed 2½ Cantons and more will follow.

 The illustration show right is the latest in the
'Tax' story. Now PO Box holders have the
accumulated fees charged to their account.

 If you post a letter with insufficient stamps on it the PTT now return it with the label
shown (PTT 236.16). It is self-adhesive along one edge and unless you add the stamps
there is no point in putting it back in the box.
No T-dues for the recipient though!
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Did You Know?
 July 1991
 Under parliamentary pressure the PTT have to make a special study on the A & B post,
as too many customers are unhappy. Will these customers be less unhappy at the higher
rates of a return to the old system?

 The new exhibition in the PTT Museum, from 4th June to 13th September, is called
"Helvetia Worldwide". Letters and postmarks to document Swiss settlements in the USA
and other countries. Felix Ganz was one of the initiators with his extensive US postmark
collection, with no less than 56 Bern‟s, 49 Geneva‟s, 36 Luzern‟s, 3 Zürich‟s, 2 Basel‟s
and many others.
The other exhibitors are E Schmoker of Chicago and A Zeller of Prêles BE. The latter
has a worldwide collection including Nova Friburgo, in Brazil, and Helvetia, in Hungary. I
am looking forward to seeing it.

 The PTT have issued figures for the number of new franking machines put into
operation. These are the surprising results:
1983-716, 1984-1082, 1985-1271, 1986-1417, 1987-1520, 1988-1544, 1989-1700, 1990-497

A combination of recession and saturation. Hasler appears to be the main loser.

 The Zumstein Specialised will appear in September. Completely new, computer set, it
contains a wealth of new information plus the existing. The price might appear high, but it
is worth it.

 The "cat's eyes" postcard appeared in booklets of four for SFr2 with a blue cover, dated
1990/91, otherwise the same as the previous cover, yellow, dated 1988/89, but some
PTT adverts are different. This confirms that no postcards were issued in 1990.

 The Bern-Lötschberg-Simplon (BLS) railway has issued a number of brochures lately,
e.g., "Flotten-parade", the ships of the lakes of Thun and Brienz, 90 pages, only b&w
photographs, and "Lötschbergbahn", 64 pages of facts and figures, and pictures. About
SFr.5 each, write direct to: BLS Werbung, Postfach, CH-3001 Bern.
(Note it is unusual to give the actual PO Box number in Switzerland.)

 Those who want an Ortsverzeichnis should order soon, SFr.2- plus postage. I have not
yet seen the 1991 Postcode booklets, but they will come no doubt, they are free,
alphabetical and numerical.

 During my recent trip to Geneva with US member Charles LaBlonde we investigated the
names on the Head PO (see DYK, September 1990) and found that six are permanently
obscured by a built-on annex. They are Egypt, Luxembourg, Norway, Portugal, Rumania,
and the USA, so I hope the Swiss PTT made suitable apologies to the countries
concerned, the USA being a major initiator of the UPU too. The renovations are now
complete, and well done.

 This Bulgarian stamp was featured on the front cover of
the BBZ, with a note of praise, and on the cover of
"Thema", the Thematic Club bulletin.
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Did You Know?
 August 1991
 After nearly 130 years, the UPU, with FIP, IFSDA, ASCAT and AIJP, convened a
Symposium on Philately in Bern on the 24th April. The main issues being: Harmful
Issues, and Promotion of Philately. This is an important step forward, but it is to be noted
that of 167 member states about 66 refused to co-operate.

 Innumerable books are appearing under the impetus of "700 Years". One to be
recommended (but a heavy one) is a new edition of the 1938 "Great Swiss". The new
title now includes ladies; both in German, covering 100 persons each, now 752 pages. I
have not checked exactly but quite a few have never appeared on a postage stamp.
One of the difficulties in a book of this sort is that potential customers are seldom
interested in someone of another Canton, and the political system does not allow strong
national figures to develop.

 The A & B drama continues, now affecting the re-direction of holiday mail. For SFr.5 mail
can be held back, or sent to the holiday address inside Switzerland. This works very well,
single items receive a yellow label with the new address, or a number of items are put in
a B5 cover. Now with the B post taking an indefinite number of days the last day of redirection is difficult to define. Perhaps re-direction will have to be for „A‟ post only in
future.

 I have found only four PPA slogan machine cancellations in five months, and three of
them in waste paper baskets. This confirms my earlier suspicion that this will be a rare
postmark in future. At least fifty items at 80c each have to be sent at the same time.

 The Transport Museum in Luzern is getting a new PTT exhibit dealing mostly with new
developments, leaving the past to the PTT Museum in Bern.
This Museum now has room for more than one special exhibit at a time. Now until the
3rd November 1991 there is also a show on the Fischer Post, 1675-1832. I think this is
the same as at GENÈVE 90.

 For those members who have unsuccessfully tried to reconstruct the Battle of Morgarten
(15th November 1315) on site, I have learnt that because of very heavy rainfall that year
the Lake of Aegeri was much larger and the extent of swampy land was extensive, so
that one can therefore now envisage the Austrians being caught between the devil and
the deep blue sea.
The subsequent pact between the three original cantons on 9th December 1315 was
long considered the Date of Birth of Switzerland, until the document of August 1291 was
found.

 The Swiss, i.e., the one third that voted, have for the third time refused a VAT system, to
the chagrin of the government. This can delay a possible joining up with the EEC, but
even this is very uncertain, especially in the German-Swiss part.
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Did You Know?
 September 1991
 Swiss philately has lost another great collector, on 31st July, Wilifried Epprecht,
Professor of Physics in Zürich, passed away. His main interest was franking machine
cancels (he was the co-author of the Dürst catalogue on these) and other associated
fields. He did not seek the limelight, but was always helpful to collectors.

 Picture postcards are printed by 60 different firms in Switzerland, with a total sales price
of about SFr.36m annually, of which SFr.25m goes to the PTT. The drop in sales this
year is expected to be from 2 to 5%, due to fewer US and Japanese tourists. However
there is hope that the new tourists from Eastern Europe will make up some loss.

 In July, for a few years now, the SBB issue a small timetable, free, for Railway Friends.
This gives a great deal of information, especially on which trains one can stand behind
the driver, a spotter's list of numbers of engines and other useful information.

 Six international couriers are active in Switzerland with a total turnover of about
SFr.200m. DHL, and Federal Express, are both larger than the PTT EMS, followed by
TNT and its three subsidiaries. These six employ about 1000 people, but market
saturation is pulling down profits. The service is very expensive, and outside the eight
largest cities, forget it.

 Only 16 000 people visited the GENÈVE 90 exhibition last year. This, with low sales
figures for the block, has required that the loss has to be taken from the Fund for
Furthering Philately, for the first time. Geneva it seems is just too far away, but it was
worth it for all those who made the trip.

 Stamp rolls of 10 000 are now available for the 45c stamp, lake steamer post. Even
though a nice stamp, who needs it? Well the junk mailers, for covers 50 to 100g and 51
to 3000 mailed at the same time, and (theoretically?) also for 100 to 250g items of which
50 000 to 250 000 are sent off together.

 Henry Ratz, of California, reports on peculiar patches in the blue background of the
SFr.1.60, the CH-US joint-issue. He thinks the flecking of the paper is caused by the
new, non-toxic, ink solvents now used by Courvoisier. Has anyone seen anything?

 Another toxic problem is that the Swiss (and others) Phonecards are made from PVC. As
this should never be burnt with household waste the PTT try to collect them at source
and deal with them properly. That means fewer lie around for collectors.
(I found one of the rarest, SFr.1, private, in a Geneva PO waste paper basket!)
The PTT have caught on to one good idea, put pictures of stamps on them! The first
were apparently the two Europa stamps of 1986 by Erni, but issued only this year. And
now two of the current definitives, the rabbit and the owls, with three further values in
preparation. Note that the mark shows how much is left on the card each time it is used.
Only the SFr.10 version has been seen with stamps so far, and first-day cancels are not
available, they say.
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Did You Know?
 October 1991
 The auction season is now on in a big way starting with Corinphila from the 21st to the
28th of September with three major Swiss collections. Then on the 29th of November
David Feldman in Geneva has one of the greatest Swiss collections on the table, bigger
than Burrus they say. Schwarzenbach comes on the 6th & 7th of December and
Interphila of Wil from the 8th to the 10th of December.

 As with the compulsory X-raying of luggage for the aircraft's hold, which allows "special
handling" in a dark corner, so VAT-required information on the outside of mail allows
targeted action by certain Post Office persons, somewhere, to remove the letter. Any
such missing items should be reported as soon as possible to the sender.

 When a renovated, rebuilt or new Post Office is opened, special postmarked souvenirs
and chocolate samples, with PTT adverts, are usually handed out to the locals.
Sometimes a well-documented history of the PO: old photographs; lists of postmasters;
chronology of post; telegraph and telephone happenings, and lists of postmarks, is
produced.
Very difficult to find as not even the PTT Library is always given a copy, but of immense
interest to philatelists and 'heimat' collectors.

 The present exhibition on the Fischer Post in the PTT Museum is much more extensive
than my note two months ago would indicate. A wonderful collection of paintings, original
documents, maps, timetables and equipment gives a picture in depth of the times and
activities of this family in Bern. An extensive catalogue, in German and French, covers
the main features well.

 Previous to the new „Bridges‟ issue there are 30 Swiss stamps showing bridges, mostly
named, some symbolic, but making a very nice mini-thematic collection. The most often
pictured are the Pont du Mont Blanc in Geneva and the wooden bridge in Luzern.

 The next National Exhibition will be held in Basel in 1995, the "Basler Taube".
Zürich tried but fell out for 1993, but there will be something going on for 150 years of the
classic Zurich 4 and 6 rappen.

 For the XVth Regional held in Sion in 1982, Pierre Guinand wrote an article in the
catalogue, in French, on the “Helvetta” flaw to be found on some Standing Helvetia
issues. This interesting article on an important variety has now been translated into
German. I have sent an illustrated copy, in both languages, to the Society‟s Librarian, as
some specialists might be interested.

 Pierre Guinand and Dr E Schlunegger have received the 1991 Awards for Literature,
for the Aushilfstempel Catalogue and the Motivhandbuch respectively. The Youth
Committee also received an award for their booklet on Swiss postal rates, Volume 1. All
well deserved!
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Did You Know?
 November 1991
 It now lies before me, the long-awaited 1992 Zumstein Specialised. In build-up the same
as the previous issue of 1982, but a lot of new information, not just of the last 10 years.
Liechtenstein has been left out, and I think the Air Posts could have been as well, to
save weight, though the 24 pages of airmail postage rates will be of immense interest to
specialists. The section on booklets has been vastly expanded with all covers illustrated.
Coil and ATMs also covered in depth. Only black and white printing though.
The classic stamps, and their varieties, are all illustrated, and a slightly new numbering
system. The 7-page detailed introduction is in German, French and English and will be of
great help to non-German readers. A good buy at SFr.85.

 The PTT have now sent out order lists so that their Taxcards (Phonecards) can be
ordered direct. I note that the first three types of SFr.10 are no longer on sale, and that
the 50c Cat joins the other animals.
Also of interest is that no mention is made of any standing order facilities. Will these
cards be mentioned in the next Specialised?

 Later this year St. Gallen will join the other six cities when letter coding is introduced.
The new Sihlpost in Zurich will open in 1992 with an advanced plant.

 Of the 3830 Swiss POs some 2000 are now equipped with Publifax facilities. There are
about 150 000 private fax machines in operation. No stamps\needed.

 The Glattal Philatelic Society, in Dübendorf, celebrated their 100 year Jubilee, and held
the XXII Regional Philatelic Exhibition at the end of September. Some 120 exhibitors
showed 640 frames with a high standard all round.
For one of the covers prepared by the Club they had them specially coded to show that
this belongs to modern philately. Usually clubs having such covers cancelled in advance
demand 'no coding' on philatelic mail. I disagree.

 For the second year there has not been a MPO cancel for the annual 'KnabenSchiessen'. These attractive cachets started in 1941, '650 years of Federation'. The
reason is not that girls are now allowed to shoot, but that the organising committee and
the PTT found the costs to be too high for the financial results. Pity.

 I heard a Swiss judge (philatelic) defending the judges from the claim that "they knew
nothing about such and such specialised field" by saying that the exhibitor had the duty
to inform the judges, and thereby the public too, of the specialities of the field. Not by
saying "this is rare", but by saying why. A point to remember.

 When the PTT announced that their office in Domodossola was to close on the 30th
September they were flooded with requests for 'Last Day' cancels. This is what they got.
Als Paketauswechslungsamt in ITALIEN,
stempelt die Poststelle Domodossola agenzia keine Briefmarken.
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Did You Know?
 December 1991
 Heinz Katcher has done it again, discovered three important new varieties! Mark, Luke
and John have been reprinted several times on the SSR 3 recess machine in the PTT
Printing Works in Bern, instead of on the old no-longer used SSR 2 unit, but bought-in
ink was used apparently, instead of the previous PTT-mixed inks.
The result is a disaster. All stamps printed in 1988 and after are immediately
recognisable by their "flat" appearance. They look like cheap offset fakes of .the
originals. After 4 years it is now unlikely to find the old ones in stock. SFr.5, 10 & 20.
(Z.382-384) Good hunting. The sheet size and layout remain the same.

 At the enormous Parcel Sorting Centre, 8010 Zürich-Mülligen, which handles all parcels
for Eastern Switzerland, they also sort bulk letters, i.e., quantities of 3000 or more. For
this they have now received two Flats Sorters with 120 bins each and, more of interest to
us, two advanced OCR address-reading machines with 28 pre-sort and 140 final-sort
bins each. All made by AEG Electrocom of Konstanz.
Half a million letters can be sorted each day, with the so-called inward code allowing the
postman's round (or walk), for all seven main Swiss cities with automatic sorting
equipment, to be read from the street name and coded on the covers, at the rate of
about 10 per second!
“Flats" is the term (US?) for largish covers, A4 to C4. They are of no interest philatelically
as no marks are put on the covers.

 After 8 years of legal wrangling the Supreme Court in Lausanne has decided for the
PTT, i.e., the letter box must be within 8 m from the street line. Re-positioning was
subsidised by the PTT by SFr.150 within the time limit.

 In spite of loud public protests the PTT is to raise parcel rates by about 40% next year.
This will affect circulating packets, among other things.

 As expected one can now buy a FDC for the 50c cat Phonecard, for SFr.20, but you can
use the card for some phone calls (which is something you cannot do with the stamps on
an ordinary FDC), i.e., for SFr.10.

 The latest PTT Museum display is "130 Years of Greek Stamps". The special show on
the Fischer Posts has been extended to 5th January.

 The PTT has issued a statement on forged ATMs, and there is an article in the
November SBZ. The forgery is in back-dated cancellations of 5.11.90 Bern 1 on
impressions with the new-type narrow "0" which was nowhere in use with the new yellow
paper at that time. Another sad episode by people who take the term "Do-it-yourself
stamps" too far.

 Markus Seitz in Luzern has brought out a neat plastic-ring-bound A5 catalogue on Swiss
ATMs. A basic listing on 40 single-sided sheets, in German at SFr.14.

 Josef Schalch has stated that he is continuing with his loose-leaf A5 ATM & SFS
catalogue, which is much more detailed than the above.

 It appears that the 70c of the costumes issue (Z.600), has been reprinted but the paper
was also changed in thickness and in its colour reaction under UV light. Can any
member help here?
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Did You Know?
 January 1992
 On the 3rd February some rates go up, but the A/B post remains, as expected.
The B post rate reduction starts now at 3000 instead of 50, so that means all club
secretaries will have to put the normal 50c on their letters instead of 40c. The express
fee, inland and foreign, goes from SFr.5 to 8. All bulk mailings go up roughly 10%; this
might reduce the amount of junk mail. Inland parcels go up by 40% for the lowest weight
of 1kg then progressively less as the weight increases until it is only 10% for 20kg.
We now see that the two new stamps which appear on 14th January are for unregistered
parcels of 1kg and 2kg, namely SFr.2.80 and SFr.3.60 respectively. Awkward shapes
and delicate contents now cost SFr.5 on top of the registered rate. Registration of
parcels rises from SFr.1 to SFr.1.50.

 The PTT definitive stamp programme is in a mess, partly caused by the ever-changing
rates, and partly because new series of definitives are being squeezed in too early, and
then old truncated series are left in service. There are now no less than eight definitive
series, or bits of, on sale today, not counting coil and ATM stamps. Taken from the latest
PTT sales list, they are:










1961 three Evangelists, 5, 10, 20.
1977 one Folklore 40c (not needed after February 1992; 40c animal removed from 24.1.92
issue).
1980 one Architecture Fr.3.50.
1982 fourteen Zodiac, Fr.1.00 to 4.50.
1986 twelve Mail Transport, 5c to 90c.
1989 three People at Work, Fr.2.75 to 3.75 (two more on 24.1.92).
1990 three Animals, 50c to 80c (two more on 24.1.92).
1991 two Mountain Lakes, 50c and 80c.

 Quite a few of the above are hardly used anymore and cannot be found in many post
offices. Also a number of the Transport values were never ordered by post offices as
they still have enough stock from previous issues, e.g., Folklore. This means that if you
want to stock up, do it now.

 At the 6/7th December auction of Hans Schwarzenbach all 1351 lots were taken, with a
remarkable WWI Soldier Stamp study collection going for SFr.48 000 (plus 18%) The
starting price was SFr.3000.

 The SVP have noticed some other events which no longer attract a MPO, Federal
Schützenfest and Turnfest. The latter was last held in Luzern in 1991 and had 70 000
spectators. Also the Morgarten Battle Remembrance 1315 has had a MPO cachet from
1938 until 1984, though only three designs were used; for the last 20 years it was the not
very exciting picture of the 1907 monument erected at the spot.

 Felix Ganz was the acknowledged expert on all aspects of Swiss cancellations,
especially the ordinary date cancellations of the period not covered by the A & E eightvolume opus. The SVP are now publishing his 80-page monograph on his life's work,
from his typewritten notes, in German, and all his illustrations of the various types of his
system. An unequalled study of Swiss cds, which must remain the most comprehensive
collection in existence anywhere.
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Did You Know?
 February 1992
 The UPU in Bern have confirmed to me that at the Washington Conference of autumn
1989 it was decided to recommend to all postal administrations that the UK two-tier
system be introduced for internal and external mail, i.e., no 'printed matter' nor
'postcards', and that the blue 'A prioritaire' label replace the 'Air Mail' label, specifically for
the 1st class, everywhere. This to take effect from January 1991.
Switzerland was the first, followed by Luxembourg, Denmark and Sweden.

 Not unsurprisingly the PTT did not accept my suggestion for A and B stamps, as the UK
system of 1st & 2nd class stamps "cannot be applied to Switzerland". The new stamps
are still seldom seen as all POs are first using up their stocks of cats and owls.
Nevertheless the red/blue anomaly has been noticed by a number of commentators.

 There are 1200 Frama ATM machines in Switzerland now. The last 200 to be supplied
had the ten-digit button system, and now all the rest are being converted to this more
convenient type. No changes are needed when the rates go up.
However, I know of only two where a phone card can be used to obtain stamps, perhaps
more will follow.

 The world-wide DHL organisation provides good customers with a complete computer
system including two printers so that air-waybills can be easily made out using the
memorized data. From this terminal the progress of each item can be followed
instantaneously across the world. The PTT cannot match that, but their EMS service
costs only a fraction of DHL et al.
The EMS service started when the GPO introduced their Datapost service many years
ago as their answer to the private couriers operating in the UK?

 Recent statistics show that the number of Swiss POs rose this century from 3550 to a
peak of 4033 in 1968. The rate of growth fell during both world wars and also in 1935.
The total in 1990 was 3800. Seasonal POs reached a peak in 1955 with 83, and have
now dropped to 20.

 Some years ago the PTT introduced an international Reply Paid service, and I asked
Society members to keep their eyes open for an example for me. Now your Editor has
found one, and from the Philatelic Bureau in Bern, in dark blue (see the Newsletter for
illustration).
The text is rather minimal in French (the international postal language) so it is not quite
clear that the postage is not required from any country.

 For the new 10c Cow stamp
the French have a better
matching first-day cancel than
the Swiss, see below.

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 2

Did You Know?
 March 1992
 A recent study has shown that a number of the 57 so-called private railways in
Switzerland (only about 10 on average of the shares are privately owned) should be
combined into bigger units to reduce the subsidies now being paid by the state, cantons
and communes to their local service. Only four do not require help, but a number are
grouped to purchase common rolling stock.
The plan for closer fusions mentions the following pair: the successful Brig-Zermatt and
the loss-making Furka-Oberalp. Closure is practically excluded today, even for the
shortest, the 5km Oensingen-Balsthal Bahn. We will see what happens.

 I have discovered the hard way that self-adhesive envelopes are horrors. After about 15
years the glued flap turns yellow-brown ruining its own front side and the next cover in
the box, if any. There seems to be no cure. Bolting the door after the horse I now tear off
all these glued strips, sometimes in time. It can even stain the stamp, but of course
cancel collectors, if they have a lot of business letters, are mostly affected. This type of
sealing actually started in the early 1940s here. As the shelf life is limited most
envelopes can be licked, and this is more suitable for the automatic sealing machines
too.

 There is a book for Lake Steamer fans on "Saving the DS Blümlisalp" in German, 120
pages, many illustrations, SFr.20. Available from 22nd May 1992, the day of the second
maiden voyage, after the restoration.

 The Swiss "Luftpost-Katalog" has been completely revised and computerised for
publication in 1992 (last issue was in 1984, red cover). It will not show the new
phonecard as the philatelic editor has banned them.
The phonecard shows the old JU 52 which is used for flights over the Alps, and the card
is for promotional use. You can't phone over the Alps for the SFr1 face value.
(See the Newsletter for illustration).

 The PTT have announced that six to eight new phone-cards will be issued in 1992,
including some with stamp motifs.

 Rather belatedly I have found out that in 1984 the Philatelic Academy of Bavaria
published a useful little brochure on "WW I Internment in Switzerland", in German, by H
Sulser. Figure 15 shows some freezing kilted Scots unloading a food train.

 Another useful booklet has been published by Karl Gebert, revised edition A5, "Die
Poststempel des Kantons Graubünden, 1850-1965", excludes Chur, Davos and St
Moritz, but the very best list available of all POs and the cancels used (by type).
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Did You Know?
 April 1992
 The PTT have announced that next year the inland rates (at least?) will have to go up
again, to bring them out of the red, and about 50 POs will be closed.

 Last month I mentioned that after 15 years the gum of self-sealing envelopes stained the
covers brown, but now I have found many damaged after only 5 years! Perhaps humidity
has speeded the process up, or the gum is of lower quality. The double strip must be cut
off the back immediately.

 In April this year, to celebrate their centenary, the Brienz Rothorn Bahn is getting the first
of a batch of new steam locos built by the Winterthur SLM factory (founded by the
English engineer Brown in the 19th century). The Rocher-de-Naye railway and the
Austrians are also taking one each and, if successful, another nine or so will be made.
Outwardly these locos resemble their prototypes, but inwardly they
are a completely new design using the latest techniques, oil-fired
high-efficiency boilers with electric pre-heating, they are one-man
powerful wonders, type H2/3. The new K-cancel 40c shows it. (See
left.)

 The new CEPT stamps for Columbus are very good and will be well received I am sure.
However the three "Comics" stamps which come out on 22nd May will raise a few
eyebrows, but wait and see.

 It has taken me considerably longer that expected to put together Dr Ganz's notes on his
"Typology of Swiss 20th century date cancels", sorting out, correcting some small errors,
checking queries he had raised, cutting out and sticking in dozens and dozens of
illustrations, rearranging the last few incomplete chapters, and the rest! I have certainly
learnt a lot. Delivery in April now of the 38 double-sided A4 sheets, each page consisting
of two sheets reduced to A5. This reduction is mandatory for all publications of
cancellations here. Not beautiful, but I hope still useful, in fact the best available, the
result of his years of work in a difficult field.

 The current exhibition in the PTT Museum in Bern is by Alfred Speck of Zürich on his
thematic collection on Music, Literature, and Theatre in European Culture; until 3rd May.

 On 16th March the Genève 2 PO officially started their inward coding system, sorting
automatically down to each postman. This is the fourth such in Switzerland and four still
to come; Zürich this year and Basel, Lausanne and Luzern next year.

 The Pro Juventute committee say their sales in 1991 were up 23% on 1990, and the net
profit jumped 37% to SFr.120 000, which will be used this year mainly in the Zürich
region for needy families and children.

 Occasionally incorrect dates occur in cancellers, such as 39.19.99. These are curiosities,
and show how the digit wheels are arranged in the canceller. If high prices were to be
paid for such items then they would be mass produced by PTT staff, illegally.
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Did You Know?
 May 1992
 If you are a compulatelist you will be glad to know that by writing to Charles J Peterson,
Box 5559, Laurel MD, USA 20726, you will learn all about the "Compulatelist", a
quarterly publication which provides helpful hints, reports and product reviews on the
application of computers to philately. As they say, its news when mouse bytes modem.
Published under the aegis of the American Philatelic Society.

 The PTT has issued stamp sales figures for 1990, and for the Folklore definitives of
1977. The Genève 90 block sold only 1 387 000. In the last 30 years only the Red Cross
Centenary sold less - 784 785. Now the final accounts for the exhibition itself can be
published, and they won't be rosy, red in fact.
The 60c (Z.679) sold least of the folklore (13m); the second of the Sport Stamps made
only 5.6m (first 13m), so what will the figure be for the third on the 23rd of August?

 At the SVP auction on 28th March a machine slogan reached the sensational price of
SFr.1100. No.2.2.79z with the spelling 'L'hospedale', instead of the correct 'L'ospedale'
(used in Lugano 3 on 1st October 1970). The example is one of only five, and was found
in a sales packet by a member who knew more Italian than the PTT, and more than the
person who put it in the sales packet. A nice collection can be made of the incorrect
Italian slogans of Switzerland.

 The 40c Escalade was issued a few weeks ago in rolls of 10 000, and now the 50c
Postman (not the cat!) as well; special supply to the junk mail firms, but available to all.
Order direct from the PTT please.

 In all PTT publications, except the very first note, the A & B stamps have the names of
the lakes transposed. Zumstein and the Helvetia Newsletter got it right.

 The Glatttalbahn or „Glatt Valley Railway', as named by the English planning engineer,
Zürich to Uster (and as the first stationmaster used to call out "Rapperswil, Vienna,
Budapest, Constantinople"), celebrates its 140th year with a brochure by Werner
Neuhaus.
This is his tenth on the railways of Zurich, SFr.9 each, or SFr.80 the lot.
Tosstalbahn next.

 The "Sihltalbahn" (SZU now) celebrates its centenary on the 3rd August this year with
steam trips, fetes at various stations and the rest. The first planners saw it as the start of
a connection to the Gotthard, but Thalwil won.

 For the first time a Japanese cancelling machine will be used in Switzerland, two in fact
at the new Zürich-Sihlpost. They also sort to size of cover and face it before cancelling
with a 28mm town die.
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Did You Know?
 June 1992
 At the end of May Jakob Gnägi left the PTT on pension. For 30 years he has been in
charge of the Philatelic Section of the PTT Museum, which included organising all the
dozens of exhibitions held there and keeping the Swiss stamp exhibit up to date, as well
as the world collection of stamps sent in by all the UPU member states.
A philatelist in his own right, his numerous contributions to the SBZ and his book "Die
Zürcher Kantonalmarken" of 1984, to prove it. Peter Meier, also a philatelist, takes over.

 From the 11-14th June the Regiophil XXIII will be held in Neuchâtel, in the ice rink, which
should keep things cool.

 The big event for 1993 is the WIBRA in Winterthur, 6-9th May, the third trilateral meeting
of Austria, Germany and Switzerland. Also the 9th Exhibition for juniors. Three postcards
and three covers will be sold. All visitors to the above Regiophil will get one of the
postcards free; normal price 60c.

 Zumstein in the May BBZ comments on the prizes for the Best Stamp contest; curious
that nothing philatelic is to be found under the 100 good prizes: Will the winning stamp
also be the biggest, as last time with the oversize Tinguely?

 The 10Fr booklet with ten additional 50c stamps is no longer to be found. Also the full
sheet of ten blocks of four of the 1991 „700th centenary‟ stamps: The booklets can still
be found however if you are lucky.

 The Austrian PO has brought out an S7 stamp for the Rhine Correction, as did
Switzerland on 24th March 1992 with a 50c, but much better visually, an excavator at
work, showing Austrian & Swiss flags.

 The new SBB/CFF timetable came out on 1st June, 340 000 printed, or you can have it
on a disc for SFr28, so combined with your PC and printer you can produce your own
special timetables with all trains from X to Y to Z.

 I noticed in one of the few cancel record books in the PTT Museum a curious hand roller
cancel 'Oberlikon'. On the left is shown a normal Swiss-made hand cancel. On the right a
German-made roller cancel (they made all such), crossed out and the note “Zurück”
(return).
I can imagine what happened: the engraver had never heard
of the place, as the capital letters Ä, Ö and Ü used in Germany
have the two dots as part of the printed
letter, whereas in Switzerland the dots for
the first letter of a word are written as an 'e',
as in Oerlikon and Aegeri. So the engraver
thought that the 'b' was missing, making an
impossible name!
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Did You Know?
 July 1992
 With 200 000 results in, the PTT could reveal at the Regiophil in Neuchâtel on 11th June
that the 700 years block of four had the greatest number of votes in the Best Stamp
contest. Yet again it is the 'biggest' stamp issued in 1990/91.

 The present show in the PTT Museum is devoted to a thematic collection on 'Birds' by
Herr Peter Schneider. The birds are all shown arranged in their families.

 In the new Zürich Sihlpost which opened on 1st June, the two new Japanese CFCs
(culler-facer-cancellers) can also sort out A & B letters, if the respective stamps have the
appropriate optical features. These stamps are not yet available, so all the letters (as all
over Switzerland) have to be sorted by hand, after cancellation.

 The new postal rates for 1993 will reflect the lower percentage of 17%, instead of the
predicted 25% of „A‟ letters, i.e., the „B‟ letters will be more expensive to make up the
difference.

 With the new railway timetable of 31st May 1992 a number of
changes took place. Fig. 1 shows the last-day cancel of the private
TPOs of the Waldenburg line.
The old TPOs can still be seen at the two terminii, rather worn out
compared to the new passenger coaches. One, I think, will now be
broken up.
Fig. 1

 The SBB closed down two lines, the SolothurnHerzogenbuchsee, and the Beinwil-Beromünster; see
Fig 2 for the last-day of the station cancel. The two
lines will continue with sporadic goods traffic only.
Fig. 2

 One of the 'Self-service' POs of
Zürich closed down with the
pensioning of the postmaster, see
Fig 3.
Fig. 3

 You all know about the four new high-value GB stamps with their unique security
features; extended perf holes, different colours of castles under UV light, and the gold-togreen Queen's head. This special ink is made in Lausanne, and by accident
I found an old red frank of this
firm, see illustration right.

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 7

Did You Know?
 August 1992
 The 1992 edition of the Schweiz Luftpost-Katalog is now at the printers. It has been
computerised, up-dated, revised, extended to 576 pages and costs SFr.60; in German
with French and English explanations. Please order from Vera Trinder or your local
dealer. This edition has a grey cover; the previous one in 1984 was red.

 The Pro Sport 1992 stamp to be issued on 25th August (see the July
edition of the Newsletter) was designed by Jean Tinguely who died
last year. He was the winner of the 1988/89 Best Stamp contest and
this has probably been done in the hope that it will boost drooping
sales of Sport stamps, as the FDC and the first-day cancel are also
by him.

 Phonecards (Taxcard in Switzerland) are here to stay; in Germany they will be accepted
in exhibitions under "General". The 3rd edition of the Michel catalogue recognises that
the first one came out in 1883 in Bavaria (repeat 1883), under the name "TelephonBillet". I have not seen a decision on mint or used.

 All mail from Graubünden is now sorted in Zürich; Chur sorts only the mail for the
Canton. The same arrangement seems to apply to mail in the Canton of Aargau.

 During the LIBA 92 Vaduz from 1-9th August, in addition to the special exhibition cancel,
there are also nine daily cancels and, guess what, nine postcards are being issued,
though some of them are definitives. Who will collect all the combinations?
A new Stamp Catalogue is being issued for SFr.20, a good buy.

 The Swiss-German dialects are being used more and more on cancellations, to the
irritation of the French and Italian Swiss who, if at all, have learnt "High-German" at
school. In the main one can distinguish between the sub-dialects of Basel, Bern and
Zürich.
The latest effort of a machine slogan from Basel, "600 Joor
Glai- und Grossbasel" means '600 years, small and great
Basel' i.e., the town on both sides of the Rhine; 600 years
since the town on the right bank was recognised.

 In the official PTT Bulletin it was stated that Bassersdorf was to receive a cancelling
machine on 1st June. When the covers I had sent in did not arrive, I asked at the post
office. The answer was "The building extension is not yet complete, it will be September
or so". But for philatelists all the covers
sent in were cancelled on the machine
during June, as shown. Is this correct, as
only a provisional hook-up was made, and
no live mail was cancelled?
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Did You Know?
 September 1992
 On 1st February 1993 the postal rates go up again; A remains at 80c, but B goes up to
60c (50c) to encourage the use of the A service. Registration (recorded delivery) goes up
from 3 to 4 francs, a rise of 135% over the SFr.1.20 of a few years ago. Foreign mail up
by 10%, these details and changes to bulk rates will be announced when the Federal
Council has given its approval.
These rises are to cover the losses of the PTT buses and the delivery of political
newspapers, both services being government requirements.

 Two interesting „follow-up' books have been issued by two well-known philatelists: Dr
Ernst Schlunegger with his fourth volume of "Die Motive der Schweizer
Werbedatumstempel" (description of K-cancels), and Franz Oeler's 42 page (A4) update
of the 1960 classic by Alfred Müller "Die Ortsstempel der Zürcher Aussengemeinden ...".

 The political incorporation of the eleven surrounding villages into the town of Zürich on
the 1st January 1893 was preceded by the postal absorption, in that the new cancellers
were issued on the 1st July 1892, a fact discovered by Franz Oeler and worthy of a
centenary slogan, but the moment was missed. (On 1st January 1934 a further eight
villages followed, by popular vote, as nearly all were bankrupt.)

 An attractive set of 52 playing cards has been issued by a club in Basel under the name
'Dominik'. Each card has a Swiss, German or Austrian stamp illustration and a type of
Happy Families can be played.

 In the May 1992 issue of the SBZ there was a short article on the validity of Swiss
stamps which contained a number of errors. This has now been 'corrected' by the editor,
but with some more errors! It seems that this is a difficult subject.

 The 'Uri', so well known to tourists the world over, built in 1901, will soon be afloat again
with an oil-burning boiler after a complete renovation. Then the Lake of Luzern will have
five steam-driven paddle-wheel ships in service, the largest such fleet in the world.
Should be worth a special cancel next year.

 This year the Swiss Army celebrates 75 years of pigeon post and confirms that this
service will be continued due to its cheapness and reliability (a statistical comparison
with the A & B post is not made).
No less than 7000 birds are kept by the army in 23 self-contained units, with a further 33
000 in reserve awaiting their call-up papers. The Soldier Stamps of the various Pigeonpost units are among my favourites.

 Hundreds of pigeons were released at the official opening of the new Postal Museum in
Bern, and at the opening of the new Zürich Sihlpost in May 1992.

 Dr J Etter has just written a long article in the NZZ on the 2½c stamp of 1918 (Z.136),
used only as a make-up value, and together with the 7½c stamps, discusses all the
ramifications and combinations through the years, fascinating.
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Did You Know?
 October 1992
 In 1972 the Swiss artist and writer Meret Oppenheim predicted the
present dilemma with the stamp shown; should Switzerland join
Europe or not.

 130 village post offices are scheduled for closure when the present
public servant is pensioned. As usual to save money, with the falling
number of letters and other items today due to the worst recession for 50 years.

 The 100 year old station of Aathal (Zürich Oberland) is closed, but was gently moved
75m to become the new post office! That does not happen often. (Aa is the pre-Celtic
word for river - reputedly, and is found in many names in Switzerland and southern
Germany.)

 The Swiss sport organisations are not at all pleased with the PTT. Only a week before
the new 50c+20c stamp came out on the 25th August it was announced that the letter
rate would go up to 60c on 1st February 1993, thus robbing the clubs of a steady source
of income during the planned three years of sale. Who will put on an extra 10c stamp on
each letter? This must affect the number of used stamps for collectors.

 Thieving vandals have forced the PTT to start removing all the telephone coin
mechanisms from public boxes so that only phone-cards or, in future, credit cards can be
used. The start is being made in Winterthur I believe.

 I was never happy about my statement in the January 1992 issue of the Newsletter
regarding which lake was which, and even the BBZ of January 1992 had it wrong so I
visited them both! The blue 50c shows Lago Moesola on the San Bernadino Pass, and
the 80c reddish the Lake of Melchsee (I had a short, sharp swim in it).

 Zumstein corrects the error in the new 1993 Catalogue, and this is not the only piece of
correct information in our 'Bible', the book of books, the essential tool for all collectors of
Swiss philately. The spiral 'lay-flat' binding has been replaced by a satisfactory stitched
binding. At SFr.20 the best buy in philately.

 In the smallest village in the Canton Zürich - Hüttikon - the firm of Güller and Sons was
founded in 1845 as engraver and stamp maker. Since 1867 practically all PTT cancellers
have been made by them, until the very large orders for cancels with the postcode in
1964 could not be met. Some of their record books were copied by the PTT decades
ago, but now all records are to be updated and made available to collectors, hopefully in
1993. Many questions can then be answered I am sure.
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Did You Know?
 November 1992
 On the 25th September the NZZ revealed - a bit too soon for the PTT - details of new
issues for January 1993, as follows: a new 'A post' stamp for 80c but showing only an 'A',
thus it is no longer necessary to add an 'A Prioritaire' label or an hand written 'A', but the
colour is still red! For the new 'B' rate a 60c stamp, showing the mountain lake of Tanay
in the Valais, near Vouvry. A SFr.1 stamp showing a mare with foal in the Farm Animals
series has also been printed.

 The first two stamps, for the A and B post, have a type of bar code along one edge of the
stamp picture, so that for the first time A and B post can be sorted optically using the
Japanese CFC machines in the Zürich Sihlpost. Illustrations will be in the December
issue of the Newsletter.

 Basel 2 is to have their old AEG facer-canceller machine, running since June 1980,
replaced by a Japanese NEC machine in the spring of 1993 (as in Zürich). Bern,
Lausanne, Geneva and Luzern will follow in a year or so, enabling optical A and B post
separation to be carried out all over Switzerland. The diameter of the town die will remain
28 mm.

 Transit mark specialists will be interested in a new work "Rates and Marks following the
postal agreement Basel-France, 1.4.1829 to 30.11.1845", in German, 164 A4 pages,
with about 200 covers illustrated and explained. Available from Hansuli Sieber, Postfach,
CH-3312 Fraubrunnen.

 Zumstein has brought out an updated version of their 1988 Pen catalogue of all special
and MPO cancels. One of the most important catalogues for the Swiss collector; SFr.20
for a set of updating sheets, or SFr.75 for the complete catalogue.

 Preparations are under way for the three-country WIBRA exhibition to be held in
Winterthur from the 1st to the 6th May next year.

 Instead of the old four-digit SFS machines for the counter labels, from April of 1992 new
five-digit machines have been supplied, some 336 in four months, and about the same
number expected by the end of the year.
The use of medium and high value stamps is
certainly being reduced by this labour saving
method. See the illustration left.

 On the 12th October a new Registration label (and
receipt form) started a 3 week trial in Bern 18
Bümpliz. All text is in red ink-jet printed; note the
automatic weighing.
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Did You Know?
 December 1992
 After more than two decades of truly international study, the famous 'Razor Blade'
mystery has finally been solved. A comprehensive article is in preparation.

 Following the article in the March 1992 Newsletter by David Robinson, I found another
excellent publication, by G F Otley, “British postal rates to Europe 1836 – 1876” which
also covers Switzerland in detail. (See June 1992 edition of the Newsletter for a review
of this book.)

 Last year, Johannes Müller of Bern issued a full-colour priced catalogue of all Pro Patria
stamps, postcards to 1960, lapel badges, coins and medallions, and all slogans, special
cancels and MPO cachets, not forgetting stamp booklets. A very useful reference booklet
containing unique information.

 The PTT has jumped on the 'Pin' (lapel badges) bandwagon fast with reproductions of
various stamps in metal. The first was the 90c Comics, followed by the Sport and Circus
stamps, but the most attractive ones are the Pro Juventute Cantonal Arms replicas.
Some of the classics are also available. Order direct from the PTT Philatelic Bureau in
Bern.

 The Pro Juventute organisation will issue not only their five 1992 Woodland stamps in
pin form (in an attractive case for SFr.45), but also the 50c Melchior as a SFr.15 (10+5)
phonecard for their 80th anniversary.

 Georg Landau of Sarnen has produced a remarkable 3-volume A4 work on the “Postal
History of Obwalden” photocopied in a very limited edition; I saw the PTT library copy.
He has spent years going through all the local newspapers for the past 100 years to
glean information on each and every PO in the half-canton. His own considerable
philatelic knowledge has helped. Postmarks and many other items of interest are
included, all fully illustrated. A good example for other cantons.

 Only by going to Bern 18 Bümpliz did I find that the new trial Registration label, as
mentioned in last month's DYK, can also be obtained non-R, i.e., as an ordinary SFS
label for letters and parcels, see below.
Note the weight of the item is always shown
automatically. The printer is by ASCOM and the
computer by Olivetti and, if successful, I guess that
this system will be used in all main PO‟s.

 To match the private mail distributors the PTT has had to relax its 20kg limit and now
accepts parcels up to 30kg, for SFr.26, and in steps of 80c per kilogram.

 At the recent SVP meeting in Zofingen Jacques Hansler of Morges gave a fascinating
talk on his research on the first Swiss machine cancellations, those with the letters C, D,
R & T in the flag. As expected, no logical pattern could be found.
His travels around European flea markets, thousands of kilometres including Lisbon,
proved his philatelic dedication,
and he was usually successful
too with his finds. See the
illustration.
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Did You Know?
 January 1993
 The foreign postal rates also go up on the 1st February without a reduction for CEPT
countries, SFr.1 for Europe and Mediterranean, SFr.1.80 for the rest for 'A' post; B post
is 80c and 90c. The inland registration is now SFr.4, A post included. The additional fee
for foreign registration remains at SFr.2.50 so is less than the internal rate for most
cases.

 On the 1st June 1983 the Austrians issued their first FRAMA
ATMs with a prominent line of black bars along the left-hand edge,
'perf' 14 exactly. Certainly a forerunner of the new Swiss system,
but they used it for facing letters instead of phosphor; here it is
used for sorting the A and B post (see Fig.1).

Fig.1

 The new 60c postcard will be sold only loose over the counter, as the vending machines
cannot be modified, and therefore no booklets need be made up.
There are two lines of vertical dots, that on the right has 'perf' 16,
i.e., that of the 60c 'B' stamp, while that on the left has 13.5, about
that of the PTT printed stamps
(see Fig.2). The 'A' stamp has 18.
Figure.2

 About 20 million postcards are issued by the PTT each year, but 19.5 million get used for
the various competitions arranged by advertising agencies.

 In Genoa at the GENOVA 92 exhibition a meeting of the FIP, ASCAT, IFSDA and the
UPU decided that phone-cards have nothing to do with philately. Therefore I cannot tell
you that the PTT Museum has . . .

 In 1945, just before the end of WWII, leading Swiss philatelists founded the 'Consilium
Philateliae Helveticae' with membership by invitation only. This club has now been
revitalised to promote philatelic literature and research, but the membership is still limited
to 40 distinguished philatelists. The committee is formed of Vollmeier, Grand,
Guggisberg, Guinand, Dahinden, Hertsch and Sieber.

 In 1991 only the Austrians noted the death of Rudolf I of Habsburg on 15th July 1291
with a special cancel and yet this triggered off the Swiss Confederation in August of that
year.

 The Philatelic Society of Neuchâtel has issued a very useful 36-page A5 booklet “Tell
père, Tell fils” in French and German, written by Dr Bernard Morand on his researches in
this field. (Copy in HPS library.)

 The K cancel 1630 Bulle (K 1306) was so liked by the town authorities that they got PTT
permission to use the design to create a completely new type of cancel for their red
franking machine. Due to the smaller diameter and central date, the layout is not as good
as with the K
canceller, but it
might be the start of
a new line to collect
(see Figs. 3 and 4).
Fig.4
Fig.3
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Did You Know?
 February 1993
 At the end of 1942 no less than 165 stamps of various sorts (according to a NZZ
correspondent) were invalidated, the whole Tell family in fact.

 The latest issue of ZACK, the magazine for the youth sections, mentions that in 1995 at
the 'Basler Taube 95' exhibition the Foreign Rates booklet will be issued, following the
tremendous success of the Inland Rates booklet. The same issue, 4/92, is devoted to a
study of the Tell issues in a very interesting way.
An annual subscription costs SFr.14 for four issues, in German, French and Italian.

 26 postal administrations have formed a new group 'PostEurop' seated in Brussels (does
this replace CEPT?). Perhaps they can lower the number of stamps being issued!

 The left hand line of dots on the 60c 'stamp' of the new postcard, with a 'perf' of 13.5, is
in fact a simulated row of teeth, because the PTT have told me that the electronic eye
reads not only the coding dots on the new 60 and 80c stamps, but also the perforations
on the left. This is to make sure that it is reading a stamp and not some irrelevant marks.
Therefore the postcard stamp must have 'teeth'.

 With the 33% increase in the cost of a registered letter from SFr.3 to 4 on 1.2.93, the
maximum compensation goes up from SFr.300 to 450, an increase of 50%

 The old SLM locomotives found in the jungles of Vietnam were brought back to
Switzerland last year for the new Furka steam railway. They will be rebuilt by a loco yard
of the old DDR Reichsbahn, but only two of the four can be saved.

 My local letter box used to have a last evening collection of 8.30pm. Now it is 8.00pm.,
but a sticker informs me that this guarantees delivery the next working day anywhere in
Switzerland, and it seems to work too.

 In the latest SBZ there is an interesting article on the UPU stamp issue of 1900. Pierre
Guinand asks me to ask members for any new discoveries they might have made as he
is revising the Gees booklet on this issue.

 I have been asked what 'CFC' actually stands for; it is Culler-Facer-Canceller. Culling
removes the items the machine cannot handle as they are too thick or too big. Facing
turns and twists the letters so that they all face the same way for Cancelling and for
reading in the coding machines, and are so bundled for delivery after sorting.
As the new machines in the Zürich Sihlpost can now also Divide „A‟ from „B‟ mail I will
suggest to the PTT that they call these machines 'CFCD'. CFC is a British term but is
used in many countries including the PTT.
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Did You Know?
 March 1993
 Seldom has a new issue been so heavily criticised as the three
stamps for the 16th March commemorating 150 years of Swiss
(and Continental) stamps. Graphically 'correct', but
meaningless. A great opportunity missed, but a nice first-day
cancel. See also the cancellation used by the German
'Helvetia' Study Circle

 The two definitives issued on the same day are, as the rest of the series, just not
typically Swiss. The horses will grace foreign mail to Europe, and the howling dog will
announce the arrival of letters in medium size covers (B5 to B4) internal B mail.
The third set, issued on the same day, is more Swiss in character and typically average,
and therefore acceptable to collectors here.

 The 60c Paracelsus is historically interesting, however the PTT got the place of birth
wrong. He was born illegitimately in Egg, about 6 km from Einsiedeln.
This is mentioned in Dr Schlunegger's "Die Motive der Schweiz
Werbedatumstempel" Volume 4, as the K cancel for Egg
(Ecke = corner) shows Paracelsus.
See the illustration of K 1226.

K 1226

 Rumours, more rife than ripe, hint at a combination in some way of the PTT printing
works in Bern and the Courvoisier works in La Chaux-de-Fonds, caused by falling orders
and profits. This would end 60 years of 'partnership' for Swiss stamps.

 To help towards the millions needed to balance the books the PTT will no longer give
numbers to the new K cancels nor to the publicity slogans in the PTA (official gazette).
Apparently such work is being given to the 11 district HPOs.
To maintain some sort of order the SVP will carry on with the present numbering for their
catalogues, but some discrepancies can be expected, with repaired or re-issued cancels.

 It seems that the PTT are also saving money by using hardly any ink in their cancelling
machines. New issue secretaries are going crazy.
Why collect cancellations if you can't read the date? But the PTT will not
guarantee the quality of machine cancellations.

 Even though the number of letters handled per day is dropping steadily, the PTT has
announced a new plan for the mechanised handling of practically all mail. In addition to
Zürich, two further centres are planned for Bern and Lausanne, by expanding the
present installations. We will see, as they are now well on the way to coding nearly all
letters down to the number of the postman's round.

 The special 60c stamp for the WIBRA exhibition - Winterthur
from 5th to 9th May - shows the 'Hohentweil', the fastest
motor ship on the Lake of Constance. A good-looking stamp.
For this exhibition there will be the usual catalogue of the 400
exhibitors and their 2230 frames, and a book covering all
imaginable cancellations used in Winterthur for nearly 200 years.
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Did You Know?
 April 1993
 Because of my sudden decision to visit Stampex it was not possible for me to show
a prototype 'de Coppet' flexible handstamp to more than a handful of members, by
courtesy of Heinz Katcher at his stand. Perhaps I can bring it again next year.

 The editor of the SBZ has asked all philatelists who are not satisfied with the three new
stamps for 150 years of Swiss Stamps to let the PTT know this so that in 1995 the same
debacle does not happen with the Basel Dove. Strong words from a conservative corner.

 Because of the traditional friendly rivalry between the towns of Basel and Zürich, this
time it should be a 3rd year student of the Zürich School of Graphic Arts who designs the
Basel stamp!

 For the WIBRA the more traditional stamp is being issued, for the first time, by three
countries simultaneously. See the respective first-day cancels shown here, and note that
the German one will be
dutifully applied in Berlin.
Bregenz is at least on the
Bodansee, as it used to be
called in the Räto-Romansch
language.

 The Philatelic Bureau in Zürich could not cancel FDCs with the special cancel '8000
Zürich' for the special 150 years stamps and so raised a few traditionalist eyebrows, but
it is a lovely first-day cancel, even if applied only in Bern.

 No less than 22 stamps will be issued at the WIBRA, 16 by the three countries
concerned, and six by the UN on the 7th May. What a lovely time we could have if all the
stamps could be cancelled with any of the first-day cancels available!

 The four Pro Patria stamps to be issued on the 5th May bring us back to classical Swiss
philately, with the second series of Swiss Folk Art begun last year. (See article in the
April Newsletter)

 The pair of „Europa‟ stamps on contemporary architecture are remarkable for being
designed by a prominent Swiss architect, and that the 60c value shows a building in
France.

 It will be interesting to see how many of the new PTT souvenirs, at SFr.13 will be bought,
as they contain not only a set of mint blocks of four of each of the three 150 years
stamps, but also a non-postal vignette showing the three stamp designs without the
value and 'Helvetia' areas, in a booklet having four issues, i.e., in each of the four usual
languages (without Romansch!).

 In the March edition of BBZ, Hans Hunziker writes about the only known 3.75c postage
stamp, a 5c Strubel with one quarter cut out. The new tariff of 1.7.1862 allowed a
reduction for 20 or more letters given in at the same time, but it was left to the individual
Postal Region, or even the postmaster to fix the discount!

 From the 17th March until 26th September the PTT Museum is showing an important
exhibition on many aspects of '150 Years Swiss Stamps', not only the best examples of
the Zürich and Geneva stamps, but also little-known experiments with alternatives to
stamps. Well worth a visit.
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Did You Know?
 May 1993
 In March the PTT produced a so-called 'button set' for the new postal rates of 1st
February, namely the ATM stamps for 60, 80 & 100c, but today all 1200 Frama vending
machines have the ten-button system where everything is possible, if you know how.
However, no FDCs were available, perhaps too late.

 At the WIBRA one can have a three-country joint
issue cover on the Swiss envelope; certainly a
first for Switzerland (perhaps for the world?).
Another triple is being planned apparently for
next year with France and Belgium.

 More importantly at the WIBRA a comprehensive handbook “The Postmarks of
Winterthur” is on sale for SFr.25, in German, 130 pages. Not only the ordinary
datestamps, but also machine cancels, registration labels, franks and many more, are
covered in full.

 In the April edition of BBZ Max Hertsch appealed to anyone having any of the 1919
'Kriegswirtschaft' overprints in a circle to let him know, as a new, un-sharp lettered
version has been found which might turn out to be a dangerous fake.

 Under mysterious circumstances quite a large number of unaddressed K-cancelled
covers of the late forties and the fifties have appeared with a date invariably earlier than
the official PTT first day. Some show slight differences in the design to the issued
cancels, so it is thought that these must be trials sent by the engraver to the PTT for final
approval, or copies kept by the maker for reference purposes.

 Thanks to Bernard Hoddinott we know that two TPOs will be withdrawn on the 22nd May
(summer timetable), Solothurn-Bern and Yverdon-Ste-Croix. The latter line was opened
on the 17/18th November 1893 and so many letters were handed in that on the 10th
December a request was made for a TPO datestamp.
Who has examples of all three types listed in the Zumstein-Müller?

 At the end of April three POs on the Rigi: Kulm, Klösterli and Staffel,
will close. The post will be cancelled in
Goldau with a new K-cancel '6410 Rigi'
which will also have a new slogan,
having the same picture and text. So
ends an era.

 Grenada, that land of snow and ice, has issued a $3 stamp showing a Bernhardiner dog
complete with brandy cask, but with the title 'Parsenn Switzerland'.
Did the artist get mixed up with a „Royal‟ skiing from Klosters? Anyway, it goes straight
into my 'Lost Dogs' collection.

 When I saw the self-adhesive registered parcel label shown
right, I thought that the PTT were about to catch up with a
modern barcode numbering system, i.e., machine readable,
but I was soon put right with the information that this was a
private barcode, in black.
The 'PP' in green indicates bulk payment, for a minimum of
20 parcels at the same time. The 'G' denotes 'Grossist' with
more than 10 000 parcels per year and a good discount.
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Did You Know?
 June 1993
 The five-day WIBRA has been a great success. The well-lit main hall was always busy,
in particular the dealers' stands on the circumference, but more than the usual number of
exhibits actually being looked at.
In the Junior hall, the 20 or so
computers were in constant use, a
simple philatelic game could win an
FDC per point, but also the current
philatelic programs by
IBM/Lindner were being
demonstrated.

 A de Coppet flexible handstamp was on show with other cancellers made by Güller &
Sons. The handstamp was not engraved; a real Razor Blade canceller would have been
a sensation.

 A small sensation was provided by the PTT in that the 'R' of the special WIBRA
registration label was black instead of the usual red. Then the black 'R' has been found
on Last Day Covers from Sfazu (near Poschiavo), so we
phoned the printer, Schmelzi AG of Grenchen, and
discovered that this was a 1992 PTT decision, which
results in no saving at all as the printing is continuous.
Curious, see illustration left.

 Also at the WIBRA, Zumstein put on sale their book written by Hans F Hunziker RDP on
the 'Winterthur' stamp of 1850, in German, very well illustrated, 48 pages, many in
colour, SFr.48.

 Josef Schalch has brought out a second edition of his comprehensive ATM and SFS
catalogue for Switzerland. The best there is on this subject, in German, SFr.13.

 The 12 new SFS machines put in service this year have reverted to the 4-digit value,
which is reasonable, as even today not many letters need more than Fr.100 postage.
Many post offices still object to handing these labels over loose, but if one persists and
asks for a non-philatelic rate like 5c it works in the end. If you have already an example
to hand it works wonders.

 The Federal Council has had to answer a written parliamentary question on the poor
quality of the Frama ATMs, i.e., why the PTT does not have something more attractive.
The answer was that the machines cannot do anything better. The trigger to the
question, I think, is that several countries like Sweden have removed the Frama
dispensers and replaced them with the German Klüssendorf machines.

 Bob Johnson has found a new first day of use for a de Coppet canceller, namely
Bellinzona No.3.02; 1st July 1902 instead of the 2nd as noted in the Guinand Razor Blade
list. Bravo.

 The first Swiss Champion was decided at the Exhibition in Buchs, which I missed,
among 17 teams of 5 exhibitors each, in that the local team won, each with an entirely
different subject. The next such event will be held in Bellinzona in 1994.
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Did You Know?
 July 1993
 The PTT, as part of the 150 years Swiss stamps celebrations, has run a complex
philatelic competition for classic stamps valued at SFr.45 000. After visiting dozens
of POs during 4 weeks it became clear that the same two stamps were missing from
everyone‟s collection.
Now the PTT have had to admit, on TV, that only 2% of the 1 million sets of sheets
distributed had the two missing 'stamps', so that 98% of the contestants still cannot even
qualify for the main draw. Taking the easy way out the PTT blame the English firm which
devised the scheme.

 Not only in Russia can one be rehabilitated today, but also in Basel, where the City
Council has just rescinded the arrest order issued for their official doctor, Paracelsus, in
1528. That would have made a nice special cancellation to go with the current 60c stamp
issued 500 years after his birth.

 The two new Europa stamps are not very exciting. The PTT said in their sales literature
that Mario Botta, the well-known Swiss architect, had designed the stamps. As the NZZ
said he had designed the buildings shown, and no word about the stamps, I asked the
PTT who was right. The official answer: "that it is obvious that he designed both the
buildings and stamps".
I don't think it is clear at all, why tell half the story in their otherwise excellent brochure.
The 60c stamp shows a house in Villeurbanne, France. This turns out to be a district of
Lyon!

 There is a very interesting exhibition in the PTT Museum on Postal Coaches. I think all
possible types are on show, and an interesting book to go with it. The entrance costs
SFr.2 or SFr.1 for OAPs (or in military uniform).

 I visited the exhibition in the PTT Museum on the rejected designs for the controversial
'150 Years Swiss Stamps'. Of those submitted by the class mates of the winner I found
none better, but among those submitted by other artists there were two trios I found to
have been more classic in their approach, and therefore more acceptable to collectors.
But that is only my opinion, in a minefield of conflicting views and opinions.

 The PTT is cutting back on the TPOs. There were 500 staff in 1982; now this year the
number is to be cut from 400 to 360. More sorting can now be done automatically in the
MLOs in the main centres, instead of on the route.

 In the March issue of the Newsletter I showed the projected
cancel to be used in Germany on 1.3.93 to commemorate 150
Years Swiss Stamps, but the cancel actually used is shown
here, an improvement.

 A bit late I have found an
interesting cancel and stamp of
1991 from Uruguay. The white
cross is a bit small but can be
forgiven.
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Did You Know?
 August 1993
 As I write this in mid-July it is 4°C colder than it was in January: If this goes on we will
have the Pro Patria stamps for Christmas, and the Pro Juventute for the 1st of August!

 The published sales of the above stamps showed a reduction, but because of the greater
surcharge the net profit is still larger than before. The total stamps printed are 714m,
dropped from 757m; PTT 497m and Courvoisier 217m.
Nevertheless the WIFAG SSR3 printing machine has been taken out of service by the
PTT leaving them with only the newest, the electronically-controlled Goebel. The cooperation with Courvoisier proceeds apace, but their last machine will not be moved from
Bern.

 The number of philatelic subscribers for new issues has dropped from 194,647 to
192,129, with more than a third outside Switzerland.

 According to Markus Seitz of Luzern, the ATM specialist, the PTT will introduce a new
'picture' and/or paper this year for the Swiss Frama machines, and there might be a
special 'stamp' in 1995 on the occasion of the Exhibition in Basel for 150 years Basel
Dove.

 There are now 1200 Frama machines in service in Switzerland, all with the 10-button
selector; i.e., the remaining old 4-button type have all been retro-fitted, as they say. Now
another 800 have been ordered by the PTT. The old handle type, for 10c and 50c
stamps, are being steadily withdrawn as they are not sufficiently 'vandal proof'.
However, not everyone can operate these 10-button machines easily, and they can be
jammed with foreign coins, not usually by accident.

 The term 'Phantom PO' has been given, by the SVP, to those places which have a
pictorial K-cancel but no PO as such. The new Rigi cancels triggered this off, but before
this there was the PTT Museum, the Luzern Transport Museum
and others.
Now we have one
for the Olympic
Museum in
Lausanne, K 1373,
used uniquely in an
MPO on the first
day.

 Another 'first off' is the cachet 'St. Galler Kinderfest 1993' used with the St. Gallen
Philatelic Bureau date stamp (K 1135). This procession is always subject to the weather,
and in previous years had often caused confusion because the allocated MPO was not
available due to a postponement,
so this year's solution is a neat
way out.

 Another first is the use of orange for a PTT label, and is rather
special. It is to be used by the sender of a parcel if he knows
that the recipient will fetch it from his PO Box at the weekend.
Parcels are not usually distributed at the weekends, not even
to box holders, hence the label for this new service, at no extra cost.
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Did You Know?
 September 1993
 I have won one of the 2000 supplementary prizes, a good rucksack, in the great PTT
Stamp Album Competition (see July DYK) by sending in ten entries, without the
infamous pair. The PTT added these prizes at the last minute, when the unfairness of
their main draw was made clear to them. I also got nine useful FDCs for the tries.

 For SFr.29.80 you can obtain from the SBB/CFF a 3½" computer disk with their whole
train and ship timetable, but excluding, so far, postal coaches and mountain cable cars. It
gives instant connections, on your PC, between any two stations, including costs, time
taken for up to five changes.

 Recently I had the chance to examine nearly 2000 stamped covers used in April and
May. Almost a third of the stamps were damaged or poorly cancelled. Of the 115 (60c or
80c) 150 Years of Swiss Stamps found, 69 were stuck on horizontally. Of the few stamps
stuck on upside down, practically all were the 10c cow. Only one cover did not have the
postcode in the address. Less than 10% were „A‟ mail.

 As the „A‟ mail has not reached the expected 20%, i.e., only 17% generally, another rise
in postal rates is to come, unless the position improves soon.

 On the 30th July another stretch of the rejuvenated Furka-Oberalp line, from Realp to the
old tunnel, was re-opened with the 'virgin' SLM 1913, ex-Vietnam, steam loco
'Furkahorn'. In 1996 the whole of the old route from Realp to Gletsch to Oberwald should
be in weekend service with five steam locos.

 Volume 6 of Gene Kelly's "Fiscal Stamps of Switzerland" is in preparation, so any
examples from the Canton of Aargau should be sent direct to him.

 A comprehensive, well-illustrated booklet, 94 A5 pages in German, has been published
by the Stamp Collectors Club of Liestal on the Post and Aviation History of the Basel
Region, and of Liestal in particular, home of Oscar Bider and others.

 The PTT have a number of very fine posters left over from the 1991 issue of the four
Pioneer Aviators. Write for a free copy while they last (Philatelie, CH-3030 Bern).
They also have a booklet in English issued at that time showing methods of stamp
production and printing using illustrations from the above issue.

 Weggis was (is?) one of the most popular resorts for British holidaymakers and
thousands of picture postcards were sent
home. The SVP are studying the machine
cancels used from 1965 to 1974, the small
22 mm diameter 'Weggis' die, have HPS
members any? The illustration shows one
of the slogans used.

 The famous Unspunnen stone (Z.655) was stolen on 3rd June 1984 by Jura 'Freedom
Fighters', but a copy has now been made for the September 1993
games and festivities near Interlaken. The record throw of this
83.5 kg stone is only 3.93 m, excluding it from Olympic status.
See the illustrations of the current slogan cancel on the back
of the Newsletter last month and the special cancel (shown here)
which has been produced for the 1993 Festival and in use on the 4th
& 5th September.
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Did You Know?
 October 1993
 Due to negligence (?) the famous 14th century wooden bridge in Luzern was partly burnt
down in the early hours of the 18th August. The watch tower was undamaged, but 63 of
the triangular paintings were lost. On the 26th August the PTT began offset printing of 10
million red versions of the old 1960 blue recess-printed stamp showing the tower, but for
80 + 20c for the rebuilding of the bridge by 1994. The last extensive refurbishing was in
1968/9.

 For the 1987 floods 50 + 50c stamp, 20 million were printed, but only 8.278 million were
sold. So the 25 000 red stamps sold on the day of issue, 7.9.93, in Luzern is a good
omen for record sales until the 30th November when they will be withdrawn, also from
Philatelic offices.

 The classic book by Mirabaud and Reuterskiöld “Swiss Stamps 1843-1862” has been
reprinted as a facsimile of the 1898 Paris edition, but the illustrations are in colour. In
German, 295 pages, SFr.300. For the specialist.

 The 1994 Müller catalogue has appeared with several new features. All main varieties
are shown enlarged in colour, as are all illustrations, for Switzerland, UN Geneva and
Liechtenstein. First-Day cancels also shown.

 On the 2nd November 1993 new ATM paper will be introduced with a security printing in
green, showing the outline of Switzerland, according to Markus Seitz. The new labels will
only be available on this day in the eleven Postal Region HP0s. He reports that 2050
machines are in use today, and a further 750 will follow. His new 1994 catalogue is now
out, in German, for SFr.24.

 Phillips, the London auction house, will be handling the extensive all-world TPO
collection of our deceased member, Roy Christian.

 The 'Schweizer Briefmarken-Bourse' has appeared in a new format. It costs SFr.47
inland and SFr.55 foreign per annum, but as usual advertisements are free.

 When Napoleon took over Switzerland in 1798 he created the Bernese Oberland as a
separate Canton, but when in 1803 he gave most powers back to the Federation of
Swiss Cantons, Bern retook their southern part. This did not please the Oberlanders, so
the Unspunnen Games were created. So successful were they that they were repeated
in 1805, but then not again until 1905.

 The Swiss engraver and canceller supplier Güller in Hüttikon (ZH) made 1566 cancellers
for the British Army, from about December 1887 until July 1915. See the illustration right.
I would be glad to have more information on these cancellers which
must have had an interesting life, and, in addition, were
the first digit-reel cancellers in the UK.
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Did You Know?
 November 1993
 The excellent set 'Works of Art by Swiss Women' (see August issue of the Newsletter) is
remarkable not only because three of the four are the first square
stamps issued by Switzerland, but also because the PTT tried to get away from the older
conventional 'head and shoulders' used before, say for the 1951 Johanna Spyri, and to
correct the imbalance towards women on Swiss stamps and to show what they did.
The designer, Bernadette Baltis, helped select the works most suitable for stamp
reproduction, successfully too. The PTT mentioned at the launching ceremony that the
reproduction fees demanded also affected the decisions!

 Mrs Baltis also designed the 1992 & 1993 Pro Juventute sets in a most satisfactory way;
and the 50c 'Farmer' issue of 1990, but has now decided to drop stamp design.
She received about SFr.18 000 per set of four stamps. Too low say other artists.
At this ceremony, partly in the Emma Kunz Centre in Würenlos, the PTT Director
announced a change in stamp issuing policy. Instead of a rash of new values at each
postal rate change they intend to have only all 10c steps to 90c, then all franc values 1 to
an un-stated top value, perhaps 6, so that with only two stamps any rate can be had, at
all times.
This will aid production and stock-holding, and is no doubt affected by the large number
of SFS in service at parcel and letter counters, nearly 1200.

 During a trip round the largest Swiss PO, Zürich Sihlpost, we were told, and partially
shown, that one of the Japanese CFC machines is fitted with the original Austrian
Schrack barcode reader for A & B segregation, while the other is now fitted with a Swiss
system of identifying each stamp by optically/electronically determining its average grey
tone, and so reading the total value of up to four stamps per cover.
If these tests are successful it means that no more stamps will be issued with barcodes,
and that, perhaps, a world-beater system will obviate the necessity of having
luminescent materials in stamps for facing as well as for segregation of A, B, foreign and
other mail. However, the percentage of letters with stamps is low, below 20% and falling,
therefore there is less justification for expensive machines. Let‟s see.

 Charles LaBlonde, our member in Boston USA, should get a medal from the PTT. On his
latest trip round the outlying POs of Canton Geneva his request for cancels for collection
purposes on white cards initiated thorough cleaning of the counter cancellers, often by
the boss himself. I could hardly believe my eyes!

 A post office in Zürich has had, on its own initiative, a jigsaw puzzle made of the ZüriNABA block, 110 pieces; SFr.11 from Philatelic Bureaux.
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Did You Know?
 December 1993
 Within minutes of the 4:0 win over Latvia, A Ogi, the Federal President, announced at
the ground in front of the TV cameras that next year a special stamp would be issued.
He held up a large draft of a fairly attractive 80c special stamp to spur on the Swiss team
in the USA. The fact that he is also head of the Post and Railways Dept. helped.

 From the beginning of November, 211 post offices in the St. Gallen region will sell, on an
experimental basis, newspapers and magazines, a start toward privatisation?
I guess a hot summer means ice cream as well!

 Against the fashion, the PTT has stated that it does not intend to sell self-adhesive
stamps as this would increase the amount of paper lying around; the backing paper has
to be disposed of somehow.

 At the Presidents Conference of the VSPhV the present main three officers gave notice
for 1994. It will be difficult to find a new Chief President as dynamic as the present
holder, Peter Christen.

 The Germans are the best foreign subscribers to the Philatelic Bureau in Bern, no less
than 36 000, followed by the French with only 7000, then Italians, Dutch and Austrians.
At least the number of Japanese has jumped from 130 to 132.

 The three books chosen for this year's prizes by the Fund for Furthering Philately are:
the 3-volume study of the Postal History of Obwalden by Georg Landau; Dr R Hug for his
satirical "Hobby oder was"; and the Swiss Aerophilatelic Society for their Handbook,
editor Roland Kohl. Well done.

 The present PTT Museum exhibition for Hans Hartmann of Bern is in two parts. The first,
arranged by his daughter, covers the whole breadth of 50-odd years of outstanding
graphic art work in all fields. The second part, on the lower floor, covers his philatelic
work. Not only did he do almost 60 first class stamps starting with the 10c 'Gardens in
Luzern' (Z.316) in 1954, all the architectural series of 1960 and 1974, to the final
USA/Switzerland dual issue of 1991, and many special cancellations and FDCs too. The
best after Bickel. Well worth a visit.

 Since the latest TPO list was
published in the August edition
of the Newsletter, I have been
writing to the various railways
concerned for cancels, with
the result that two can be
removed as of 23rd May 1993.
'Spiez-Zweisimmen-Spiez' as
the TPO now comes from
Bern direct and uses a
standard SBB 'BahnpostAmbulant', and 'ThunBurgdorf-Thun'.

FD?

LD?

LD?

FD?

FD?

FD?

I noticed that the latter is not even mentioned in the Zumstein-Müller booklet, and this
has led the SVP to consider introducing a new type '86 V', i.e., as „86 O‟ but with arabic
months. Any comments? Help would also be needed to fix realistic periods of use for „86
O‟ and „V‟.
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Did You Know?
 January 1994
 All 17 OCR code-sorting machines in Switzerland are now centrally controlled from Bern,
so that each letter can be coded and sorted to each postman in the main towns and,
slowly, to include the adjacent villages.
There are 8 machines in Zürich-Sihlpost, two each in Zürich-Mülligen and Basel 2, but
only one each in Genève 2, Lausanne 1, Bern 1, Luzern 2, and St. Gallen 1. Each has its
own memory for all the others too, but changes and updating come only from Bern.
Street name reading is by OCR.

 On the 23rd of November the PTT Museum opened a new room for another part of their
extensive stocks. Dozens of objects are shown, closely packed on shelves for study.
They say they are the first museum to do this: old telephones, radios, TV sets, post
boxes, stamp vending machines, franking machines, old uniforms and much more. Well
worth a visit.

 The other day I saw a PTT-owned railway wagon for mail bags painted all white with a
yellow band along the bottom. Looks nice, but difficult to keep clean. There are all
manner of colours used today for privately-owned railway wagons.

 The St. Niklaus cancel of 6.12.93 is something new for Switzerland and is the personal
effort of the postmaster of the tiny PO, Wienacht-Tobel (AR).
The first part of the name is Christmas in Swiss German. It was
shown on the main TV news and the result was a flood of covers for
cancelling on this special day.

 Also issued last year are two new K-cancels from
the Weisstannen Valley where the ancient
evening prayer, or call for protection, is still
practised. The text “Bhüät's Gott” means “Save
us, and all we have, dear God”. This call then
echoes from alp to alp.

 The illustration below shows an interesting find made by our member Mr C K Karsten in
Scotland. This is the centre part only of a two-ring machine cancellation town die,
confirmed by the outer ring in part only being exactly 22mm diameter.
The stamp-less envelope he found was from the Philatelic Bureau in
Bern, and it seems likely that other members have seen one or may have
one (please report finds to the Editor).
The only other examples known are from the PTT Rechenzentrum in
Bern and the example shown in the SVP Machine Cancellation Catalogue (Vol. 1, p 17)
has the date of 9.8.1967.

 In the Güller impression books the earliest cancel made for a foreign customer is for
Florence in Italy, made in 1868, see illustration left. Note the un-shaded Cross of Savoy.
The second foreign cancel, for a private customer, is shown right. It was made in 1869
but has a most peculiar text; who could have
ordered it?
Would it be the Board of Trade or the
Commonwealth Office of the day?
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Did You Know?
 February 1994
 Zumstein reported that the 80+20c Luzern „Fire‟ stamp was withdrawn from sale on the
23rd November, the first day of the Pro Juventute stamps. This might have happened at
one or two small POs, against all instructions, but the PTT Philatelic Service has
confirmed that the 30th November, as announced, was the last day of sale at all POs
and Philatelic counters.
However sales were poor and only about 2 million of the 10 million printed were sold.
The public knew that there was enough money available to rebuild the old bridge from
the insurance and from public subscription in Luzern itself.

 The GABRA III stationery exhibition will be open from the 24th to the 26th September in
Burgdorf and, being non-competitive, will have lots of interesting objects not normally
seen.

 The 1993 Pro Juventute stamps received general acclaim and the designer, Bernadette
Baltis, has told me that she has decided not to give up stamp design so, PTT willing, we
will see more of her excellent work.

 Karl Gebert has issued an update to his booklets on the “Cancels of Graubünden and
the Toggenburg” (mentioned before), and also a new survey of the cancels of Davos and
St Moritz, the two largest towns after the cantonal capital Chur.

 The new football stamp shown on TV at the time of the victory over Latvia was actually
being prepared for issue in 1995, the centenary of the organisation, but will now be
issued on 15th March 1994, well ahead of the first match against the USA in Detroit.

 A new PTT MPO special cover has been issued, first seen by me at St Gallen in
November, where it was used with only a round special cancellation. It has now been
used in Zürich, twice, with the MPO date stamp and special cachet; Pro Juventute and
for the Zürich Christmas Market (see the illustration of the new logo with the text in three
languages).

 179 years after the Congress of Vienna the
Laufental has at last been given back to
Basel Country, twelve villages with a total of
15 000 inhabitants left the Canton of Bern at
the end of 1993. Only the village of
Roggenburg in the extreme west decided to
stay with Bern.
As the Laufental has been in Postal Region V, Basel since 1849 there will be no changes
to cancellations or other items. However, car number plates will change from BE to BL.

 A new PTT logo is creeping in, next to the familiar cross, in all manner of publications,
and in all five languages, English on occasion. It reminds me of the present French Post
logo.
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Did You Know?
 March 1994
 A remarkable exhibition is to be seen in the 18 frames of the PTT Museum from 8th
February to 5th June. It is from the prize-winning collection of Albert Fillinger of
Mulhouse, France, on the French military cancellations from 1672 - 1830. A postal
history exhibit par excellence.

 Another interesting exhibition, also in the PTT Museum, started on the 23rd February
and runs until 29th May, on Mail Art, i.e., on what artists send to each other across the
world by post or fax. The ideas and creations are limitless, and must have given many
postmen a shock. An uncommon aspect of postal history, but with many followers.

 On the 12th May 1908, Zumstein paid SFr.300 000 for the Mirabaud Swiss collection,
probably the greatest ever to be auctioned, with no less than 1400 Cantonals, according
to the 2-volume "History of Philately" by C Brühl (1985), in German.

 For followers of Roman roads, the Hungarians have issued (October 1993) a block
showing the main European routes whereby Augustus Rauricorum (the present day
Augst, near Basel) is mentioned.

 The cows, and bulls, from the Bernese Simmenthal have made a great impression on
South African animal husbandry for more than a century, for which Namibia issued a set
of four stamps in 1993 (16th April to be accurate).
I apologise for not realising this at the time, but the blurb did not mention Switzerland as
the original cattle came from Germany to their colony in South-West Africa.

 The well-known and respected firm of G Honegger in 8716 Schmerikon/ZH has the habit
of issuing every year since 1980, a beautiful catalogue of classic Swiss stamps as his
sales list. 100 odd pages packed with colour illustrations and also at least one
specialised article on his research into this field. Write to him for a free copy of the A5
book, in German.

 A new printing of the SFr.6 stamp booklet was made on the 2nd March 1993, but I don't
know if the marks, including the printing date, are all the same as before. Pity one can't
take out a standing order for such booklets, but I suppose it is more interesting to go to
dozens of POs looking for the missing bits of the puzzle.

 Zermatt has received a new K-cancel as the PTT have rescinded their old rule that if a
place had a cancelling machine then they would have a publicity slogan, and, therefore,
did not need a publicity hand
canceller as well.

K36

K36a

K36b

 Another two cancels with a British connection have been found in the Güller record
books. What was A Arbenz doing in Birmingham?
With a Swiss name was he a confectioner?
The Royal Engineers ordered only this one
canceller at the time the Army Telegraphs were
being considered; see the Newsletter for October
1993.
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Did You Know?
 April 1994
 At the beginning of April the PTT will introduce a new truly mobile post office service in the
Calancatal, the westernmost Italian-speaking valley of the Graubünden. In this remote valley none
of the existing tiny village POs can survive, but with this collective mobile office all can be served
at least once per day. The special postmark and other details will follow.

 I have seen that the old Middle Ages name for the Rigi was Regina Montium, from which the
present name is derived. Many articles have been written about the stamps issued by the Hotel of
the Cold Bath.

 A member has asked me to identify a cancellation „H.Buchsee‟. This is the shortened version for
'Herzogenbuchsee', and there are others of this type used in the 19th century. This, and similar
queries, suggests that a comprehensive listing of all abbreviations to be found on Swiss cancels
might be of use.
Felix Ganz made the most useful list available (see the Newsletter, August 1993), but I will try to
use in each case an illustration of a typical cancellation, showing its use and with an explanation.
1
„Aangen A/A' and 'Conters i/O„ come to mind, even „Exp. Let.' can cause trouble to a beginner.
As it is not too easy to complete the list, I would be most grateful for
suggestions, especially those which have been unsolved for years.
The latest puzzle is shown left, on its First Day of use, just to prove
that it is an ongoing problem, in fact it never ends.

 Federal Councillor Ogi, as head of the Post Office, declared a few years ago that there would be
no more unintelligible stamps. The present commemoratives belie his words. The first two values
of Books and Press are attractive and meaningful, but what has the third got to do with electronics
and computers?

 Two TPO cancels were shown in last month‟s Newsletter which mention places in France, namely
Culoz on No. 5, south of Genève, and Pontarlier on No. 18, southwest of Neuchâtel.

 Hardly had the ink dried on my summary of Swiss Registration labels (February Newsletter) when
a new type (No. 8) appeared in late February. Officially the first-day was to be 1st March in an
internal PTT instruction to postmasters, i.e., not in the normal PTA.
The new coded labels, see example below, were issued to all Swiss POs (about 3500) but were
to be used for foreign letters only. The old red labels and the 'new' black R labels were to be used
only for internal letters. However, the PTT did not issue
additional registration books in which all such letters
have to be recorded, so how could the counter clerk
keep a check using two parallel sets of numbers. Result:
all non-coded labels were disposed of in most PO‟s.
The larger PO‟s photograph all registered items (and Express), so they still use both types. This
means that the 'red' labels are not scarce, but the newly-introduced black R labels (No. 7) will be
extremely scarce as they have been issued to only a few PO‟s.
The labels are slightly bigger, 55 x 20 mm, self-adhesive, all cut, and all black, in strips of ten as
before. The bar code can be read electronically to make up the list which accompanies each
bundle of foreign registered letters. For foreign parcels and insured items similar new labels, all
black, have been issued to PO's. That the bar code contains, other than the item number and
PLZ, I have not yet worked out. Note that Japan started this coding system in August 1985.

1

The Society‟s website contains a Glossary of Philatelic Terms, with many postal abbreviations included.
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Did You Know?
 May 1994
 The PTT have learnt that the old handle stamp vending machines are 'weak' and are therefore
being taken out of service as fast as possible. This means that the production of coil stamps has
been stopped, perhaps in 1993 already. There are no border currency controls, by the way.

 The Frama machines have all been converted to ten button units, originally with two coin slots
having a mechanical coin checker (1000 of them), but now new machines have a single slot with
an electronic checker, which apparently compares the coin picture with the Swiss coin of the
same size. No less than 1250 of these have been installed, mainly at railway stations and other
places with a high 'tourist' density. The failure rate is nearly zero.

 There are ten Frama machines operated by Phonecards, three each in Basel and Zürich, and four
in Biel, but with Telecom and PTT accountancy problems. Normal coins are accepted as well, of
course.

 It seems that the days of the MPO date canceller and event cachet are over. The BEA and Zürich
Sechseläuten are, for the first time, now ordinary round special cancellers. Unfortunately, MPOs
are becoming more of a loss-maker.

 It is incomprehensible to me that the PTT supports the issue of more BIT and UIT stamps for the
USA rate of SFr.1.80. These are for use only by the UNO offices that use franking machines
anyway for their mail. Don't tell anyone I said so but, 99% of POs accept them as they have
'Helvetia' on them, and there are so many old genuine Swiss stamps about as collectors use up
their stocks, so clerks are confused.

 On the 5th April an entirely new type of mobile PO entered service in the Calancatal, the
westernmost Italian-speaking valley of Graubünden. In this lonely N-S valley nearly all POs have
been closed, due to the very low population density. Now an MPO will visit each village once a
day, handling all PO services, as the first MPO did in 1937.
This new service is being introduced by the KPD of Bellinzona, as they run
the postal affairs of this part of Graubünden. It is likely to be followed by
others as more small POs are closed down when the postmaster is
pensioned off at 65 (see the cancel above).

 The 28th May will be the last day of the Vallorbe-Le Brassus TPO, and
perhaps there will be more. The PTT are to issue a new list.

 There appears to be a good way of getting perfect copies of black cancellations on coloured
stamps. At a photocopy shop ask for a colour copy but with red, blue and yellow suppressed to
zero, leaving only the black. Not so expensive if you do a whole page at a time.

 Recently in the SBZ there was an appeal for help “Have you seen SCHÜBELBACH with three
circles”. The story behind this is that a Swiss collector was doing what we all should do and that
was sort out his stock book. In doing so he found the cancel shown in the middle, with three
circles. He showed this to our member Pierre Guinand who also had a copy. That is where the
search started and so far seven
different three-circle cancels have
been found.
The explanation so far is that the
postmaster at Schübelbach needed to
repair his canceller which was
damaged at the top and bottom, so
either he or the village blacksmith fixed a ring round to hold it together. Hence the outer circle
making it 25mm. So far the dates are: two circle 23mm from 1.7.1882 to ?; three circle 25mm
from 31.10.1893 to 11.2.1896; two circle 23.5mm from 26.11.1896 to 3.11.1931.
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Did You Know?
 June 1994
 Zumstein, inexplicably, persists in using their own numbering for all new K cancels; for instance
the latest for 1717 St Ursen has the official number of K1401, as given by the SVP with PTT
blessing, but Zumstein has K1408 in the latest issue of the BBZ. Be warned.

 A battle is developing over the 'official' Swiss stamp catalogue. For years the 'Müller' was used by
the Swiss Dealers Association as 'their' catalogue, then due to a legal vacuum caused by a
change of ownership, Zumstein stepped in and their catalogue was used by the Dealers.
Now the firm of Birkhäuser, which prints the SBZ, wants to take over the 'Müller' and issue it
under their name. This would mean that they would be producing a major Swiss catalogue without
being a stamp-selling organisation, i.e., neutral as the German Michel, or US Scott.

 The PTT List of POs has appeared this year in a larger format, and with some more information.
At SFr.3 it is not a bad buy and can be ordered direct from the PTT.

 Since the PTT decentralised a number of functions, for instance postmarks, there has been no
end of confusion due to uncoordinated actions. The SVP has had to go to the telephone very
often, either to straighten things out, or at least to find out what is going on.

 The hard-to-find Philatelic Office in Luzern has moved to the main PO (beautifully restored to its
old glory) using the Philatelic Bureau cancel and the new K cancel shown in the October 1993
Newsletter. Well worth a visit.

 A year or so ago I mentioned that the PTT had raised the
maximum weight of parcels from 20 to 30 kg. This did not please
the PTT Workers Union, even though it was done to remain
competitive with the private firms, but their complaint has resulted
in a new label.

 On 1st July the inland parcel rates will go up. However, what are completely new are the two selfadhesive address labels with printed-on stamps in a new design, for SFr.3 and SFr.3.50. This
introduces a new category in the catalogue of postal stationery.

 On 30th June a new booklet will appear with ten 80c stamps and a window to show the contents.
No prizes for those who know where that idea came from. The illustration in the PTT leaflet shows
all sides perforated; this I cannot
believe. We will see if the sides are cut
as with the present 60c stamps (and the
50c before them).

 On Friday the 13th of May the well-known Schirmer Tower of Luzern's fortified wall burnt out (it is
the one which can be walked through). As it was well insured there are no plans for a special
stamp!

 In the April DYK there was a slight joke; 'Regina Montium' was the name of the company which
owned many of the famous hotels on the Rigi. It is questionable if the name was ever used by
Latin speakers.
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Did You Know?
 July 1994
 The new show in the PTT Museum in Bern covers the Simplon road from Brig to Domodossola.
Extensive documentation and colour prints never before displayed cover the history from
Napoleon's decision in 1799 to have a military road, to
the opening of the post coach service from Genève to
Milan in 1808
(see illustration).
The postal history is shown in 18 frames by Louis
Vuille in masterly fashion. An 80-page booklet in
German, and separate French text, is available too. It
is well worth a visit and is open until 30th October.

 Everyone is wondering who took 1 metre from August
Piccard. The attractive 60c stamp gives his depth
record of 10 916m, but the official PTT FDC gives him credit for only 10 915m!

 On the 15th June 1844 the steam loco 'Napoleon' was driven to Basel. It had taken four years for
permission to advance the 1860m from the French border at St. Louis into Switzerland. It took
another year before it was actually allowed through the Middle Age town wall into Basel itself.
Melchior Berri designed the wrought-iron gate which had to close the hole every night! A few
years later all the town walls were removed in Switzerland and the Modern Age could proceed
unimpeded. Berri later made the twelve letter boxes (three still being used) which preceded his
Basel Dove stamp.

 The PTT had hoped to issue shares to the public in 1996 after privatisation of the postal and
telecom services (to benefit whom?), but rising opposition and a negative report by the British
accountants Price Waterhouse has made them think again.

 The ASCAT catalogue publisher's jury has given the prize for 1994 to the Swiss PTT for its
reserved approach to new issues. Well done, but how does one get the USA to reduce their
output by say 95%?

 The PTT has just issued the sales figures for the 1992 stamps showing a 25% drop in sales of the
highest value Pro Patria stamp, and a 13% drop in the Pro Juventute 'key' value of 70c. Other
values of this attractive set were higher. The highest sales were the 50c Comics and Circus with
29m each.

 The village of Bellach issued a pleasing
cover for the first day of their new Jubilee
cancel where the marble statue
'Venus of Bellach', found by a farmer in
1580, is depicted with the village arms.

 The disorganised PTT does not mention in the official gazette if a place with a changed post code
has a K cancel, nor when the name is changed. The following three cancels are shown for the
first time. The SVP had to advise
the PTT 'K' New Issue Service of
these!

K 1295a
FD 1.6.94

K 1405
(new)
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Did You Know?
 August 1994
 I have not been able to find out why the new SFr.6 booklet does not have cut edges,
which makes me think that perhaps it is because sales of the counter sheets were lower
than expected, so to use up excessive stocks these booklets were made up. So far two
printings have been seen, 15.11.93 and 10.2.94. Also the rather primitive artwork
suggests a rush job, unplanned. Perhaps if sales are good, and taking into account that
no publicity is made at the counter, then perhaps a second edition will follow with cut
edges, as with the present 60c stamp in the SFr.6 booklets.

 The SVPS (note the change from SVP, which is the same as a political party) has issued
the third supplement to their Machine Cancels Handbook, 23 double-sided pages,
covering the new slogans for the years 1991-1993, price £8.
Supplements 1 & 2 can still be had, for £18 each.

 Zumstein now use the SVPS/PTT official K cancel numbering system, and print a useful
old-to-new conversion list in their issue 7/8 of the BBZ. Note that the 1993 issue of the KHandbook can still be bought for £13.

 Also in the same issue of the BBZ there are illustrations of The Swiss Paracelsus stamp
shown used in Germany, and the almost identical German version used in Switzerland.
This was not a combined issue as the Swiss stamp shows him looking to the right and
the German one looking to the left from, in fact, the same original painting.

 Again in the same BBZ there is an article on the special cancel used by the Swiss
Medical Unit in the West Sahara as part of the UN force there.

 Between 1983 and 1993 the number of post offices dropped by 130, and 350 further
closures are being considered. Postmasters are being encouraged to open up some
other business to be run in conjunction with the PO; only a restaurant is not allowed, so
far.

 In spite of these closures the number of stamps printed increased in 1993 (1992) to
777m (714m), by the PTT 599m (497m) and by Courvoisier 178m (217m). The financial
link between these two has not been disclosed, but it is close. Postcard sales jumped to
12m from 10m, mainly used for promotional competitions.

 The two new stamped labels have been first-day cancelled by the PTT off the 'stamp',
see the illustration. Dr Jan Etter has written in the NZZ that this is strictly speaking not
correct, as the old rule (that stationery items were not to have their impressed stamp
cancelled) was rescinded by new instructions issued on the 6th November 1907.
This was because the PTT were then allowing private firms to have 'ordinary' stamps
impressed on their envelopes in bulk in advance of posting.
However, many postal
clerks still say that the
cancel need lie away
from the 'stamp', as if
cut out for re-use it is
in any case not valid.
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Did You Know?
 September 1994
 At last the PTT are doing something about the totally unnecessary UN/Helvetia stamps for the
BIT, WHO and others. At the end of 1994 they will withdraw from sale all those issued up to 1989.
All future issues will be on sale for only five years from issue date. The suggestion has been
made to make only one issue for all these International Offices collectively. Either that or scrap
the whole system.

 The latest candidate for UN International Office stamps will be the WTO, the successor to GATT,
in Geneva. We will see what happens.

 The SBB has issued their 'Railway Map' again. At SFr.14.80 a good buy for railway fans.
Compared with the 1990 issue I can only see that the closed Herzogenbuchsee to Solothurn line
has been deleted. As before there are useful maps of 13 towns. The scale of 300 000:1 makes it
a handy guide to all of Switzerland.

 Now is the time to note that the 'Basler Taube '95' Philatelic Exhibition will run in Basel from the
17th to the 25th of June 1995, in the Mustermesse, an International and National show of
importance.

 The idea of suppressing the red, blue and yellow colours to get only the black of the cancellation
does not seem to be possible with the usual colour copying machines, at least not without the aid
of a willing maintenance engineer. One firm flatly refused to copy stamps at all, and said that
wanting to obtain the cancel alone seemed a very suspicious operation altogether, in fact almost
proof of criminal intent. I left in a hurry.

 Fifty years ago the three Olympic stamps were on sale and went so fast that a second printing
had to be made by Courvoisier, but they could not get more paper from Biberist, so had to turn to
the Zürich firm of Sihl. Not only were the fibres shorter, but the gum was no longer mat and
yellow, being shiny and less yellowish.
It is remarkable that the colour matched so well from one printing to the next. As fewer of the
second issue were sold, they are the more expensive today. These paper mills are the oldest
'Works' in Switzerland.

 In the SVPS Bulletin for July 1994 there is a long reprinted PTT article in German and French on
the PTT-designed cancelling machines, as used virtually exclusively in Switzerland to-day.
Breaking a light beam electronically triggers the rotation of the die head, instead of the old USA
system of the cover mechanically striking the mechanism to cancel the cover.

 Another anniversary is being celebrated this year, 70 years of Swiss currency in Liechtenstein.
However, on the 1st of February 1921 the Swiss PTT had taken over the posts, and on the same
day issued the 10 Heller stamp with a 2 rappen overprint. So that proves that Swiss coins were in
use before 1924, during the change-over period.

 The illustrations below are from the new covers used by the Philatelic Office in the head post
offices of Zürich, Bern and Luzern. They show the old Municipal Offices, the Rathaus, not as one
might imagine the Philatelic office itself.
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Did You Know?
 October 1994
 With a first edition of 10 000, the Swiss Dealers Association has put their new catalogue on the
market, basically the old Müller, but with new co-ordinated prices. The only other price list is the
traditional Zumstein still, now with net prices, whatever that should mean, at least dealers are not
being supplied at these low levels.
There is more information in the Zumstein and I think the colours are better, but we will see who
wins. The Zumstein is SFr.2.50 cheaper, and is now in hard cover. One hears that a dealer will
sell using their catalogue, but will buy using the Zumstein pricelist.

 For these with a video camera they might be interested in some experiments I have made using
the camera/TV set as a closed circuit. In this way it is possible to enlarge a stamp or cancel 20 to
30 times, depending on the size of the screen, and in full colour too. With my Sony and with back
lighting I can lay two thin photocopies over each other to compare the smallest details. Try it.

 Together with Germany, Sweden, France, Netherlands and Canada, Switzerland has founded a
new company with TNT to form the GDW (General Delivery Worldwide) to combat the private
parcel delivery firms.

 In the same direction the PTT has now extended its city internal special express service "142"
(that is the special telephone number) to cover traffic between the big five cities, under the name
"PTT-Rapid 142 Intercity". The prices are double or more than the present registered express, but
delivery is guaranteed within 3 to 6 hours.
The minimum charge is SFr.59 or SFr.65 to/from Zürich, plus SFr.5 for every kilogram above 20
kg, up to 30 kg. Not cheap, but cheaper than the others, especially with the quantity discounts
available. Not for circuit packets though.

 The Swiss cancel for the new combined issue with France and Belgium has an oval form, the first
since the special air cancels from the late 1920s. Without a date this shape has been used for a
number of mobile post office cachets.

 On the 1st January 1995 Switzerland introduces VAT, instead of a wartime purchase tax system.
Stamps are excluded if the business is less than SFr.75 000 per annum. Full details in the
September BBZ.

 Gene Kelly has published the 6th volume on Fiscal stamps, this time on the Canton of Luzern,
198 pages, plus five full-sized copies of complete sheets. SFr.45.

 I recently found two new cancels in the PTT Library among new file cards. The first "Wertzeichen”
is used only on official letters, not on stamps; the other one can be used on stamps, but again
only by the mail order department of the Philatelic
Bureau in Bern-Ostermündigen. The Parkterrasse
office is closed. I‟m told the first-day was December
1993.

 New PTT covers in yellow/red and
yellow/green have this interesting map of
Switzerland made up of the area
postcodes.
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Did You Know?
 November 1994
 The GABRA III in Burgdorf was a great success. Several HPS members were to be seen; Alma
Lee and Fred Pickard exhibited. Generally more attention was being paid to the exhibits than is
normally the case. The catalogue contained articles of permanent value, in fact all three.

 The latest issue of Postgeschichte shows a new find: the 1912
Bundesfeier card, No.3 in the series, overprinted with a birth
st
announcement for a boy who arrived, appropriately, on the 1 August
(Swiss National Day).

 The 'Ganzsachen-Sammler-Vereins SGSV' produced a booklet on the
National Exhibition of 1914, by Georges Schild and Hansjörg Fankhauser
(who also had the material on show), 75 pages, in German, for SFr.15. I
doubt if anyone realised that so many postcards and other printed items
had been issued during the exhibition.
Another book issued by the SGSV at the GABRA, but without a number,
A4, in French, covers all Fiscals issued in Switzerland. Very well laid out; SFr.50.

 The 'Schweiz Vereinigung für Postgeschichte' (used to be 'Schweiz Spezial Sammlerverein')

published a bound 80 page book on “Eidgenössische Fahrpost” or Federal Packet Post, by Emil
Ruegg, and deals specifically with the routes over the Alps in Graubünden up to 1907. All
illustrations in colour, in German, for SFr.60. Not a book for beginners.

 Dr Thomas Keller has just published a most interesting and comprehensive book, in German, on
the “Ship post on the Lake of Zürich in the 19th century”. All the details one can wish for,
extensive illustrations, mostly in colour, tables, plans, letters and cancellations, hard cover, nearly
A4, 248 pages for SFr.165.

 As was to be expected the PTT has received piles of letters complaining about the new AIDS
stamp. Some people really don't have anything else to do.

 The PTT Museum now has the special exhibit on Scouting by Walter Grob of Lutry, covering the
first 50 years, and which has received Gold plus awards at a number of exhibitions. In four
showcases are also scouting memorabilia, many unique. This show lasts until 26th February
1995. Well worth a visit if this interests you.

 The firm of ATM Seitz in Luzern discovered the PTT has extended their SFS service in that
receipts can now be printed out on request. The first seems to have been in Luzern on 17th
September 1994. More than 1000 are planned, beginning in the
Postal Regions of Luzern and Lausanne. Payment can be made by
'Postcard', i.e., deducted automatically from one's account. This is
useful for firms which bring a number of parcels or airmail letters to
the counter, and require a collective receipt. At the moment this
must be added up manually by the counter clerk.

 Zumstein have just issued a useful A5 booklet on their complete
range of services, devices, etc. A new design and attractive layout.
Just in time for Christmas, 64 pages in German and free, much of
interest, including a list of books in stock.
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Did You Know?
 December 1994
 Looking for something else on one of the glass frames in the PTT Museum in Bern,
I noticed a nice-looking Razor Blade cancel 'Luzern 1.VII.02-.11', a week earlier than so
far noted; Guinand No.8.02.

 Next year the PTT postal rates go up again, due to rising costs and to move more letters
into the 'A' stream. The 'B' letters, larger than B5 and for quantities of more than 3000,
go up by 3c. Foreign 'A' remains the same, but 'B' letters above 20g go up and
registration up from SFr.2.50 to 3. (Still cheaper than the Fr.3.20 for inland letters).

 I forgot to mention the name of the author of the book on fiscal stamps in French last
month; it is Denis Gainon. Our member Gene Kelly is not very happy about the accuracy
and completeness and you can ask for a copy of his review direct from him.

 Postal mechanisation is proceeding apace. Geneva has lust put two new AEG ILV
sorting machines into operation, and Basel has replaced its ten-year old facing and
cancellation machine with the same type of Japanese machine as used in Zürich.
The PTT no longer will give a good rebate to those firms sorting their bulk mail as the
PTT can now do it cheaper themselves, right down to the postman's walk for all major
centres.

 A new 120-page book in German “Mit Dampf and Gloria” deals with 66 Swiss lake
steamers in great detail, a good buy for enthusiasts at a Price of SFr.49.80.

 Since the PTT postcards went up to 60c they have not been sold in glued booklets (the
last was four of 50c for Fr.2. from vending machines). Now there are no more coin
machines, but the PTT sell ten cards in an envelope over the counter for Fr.6.

 A new printing of the 'A' post blue label was made on
8.93, the 5th it seems. The printing is poor, the white A is
speckled with 'fly spots', but I have not tried plating them!
See illustration right.

 As the Cold War cools down the Swiss Army is being
reduced by roughly a third. One of the least popular steps is the dissolving of the Pigeon
Post Units after 77 years; 7000 birds are in service and a further 30 000 can be called
up. It is their owners who will lose out when the Army stops their subsidies.

 Another move is to reduce the number of Field POs from the present 28 to 22, and to call
them Fieldpost Companies. Only one will be based in Canton Ticino, as before; four in
the French-speaking parts (five previously); 17 in the German-speaking parts (22
before).
Ahead of the first-day at the
beginning of January 1995 we can
publish what the new cancels will
look like, and not very exciting at
all. The older ones from before the
First World
War were
better. The three types are shown here: German with FP Kp above
and French below; French with the texts reversed; Italian with
German below. The illustration right shows the rare old-type
equivalent of better appearance made some 80 years ago.
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Did You Know?
 January 1995
 During the investigation into that 'Tiefenbach' letter (see Newsletter, January1994) several
members found a 'Tiefenbach' on the Furka Pass, and a cancel was shown in the May 1994
issue. Apparently this PO was in a restaurant on the pass, as a recent newspaper report says that
it has burnt down, but had been unused for years.

 Only the annual 'Escalade' festivities in Geneva had an MPO cachet this year. Is this the last? In
1602 the Savoyard tried to take Geneva by storm, but were defeated after violent street fighting
during the night of 11-12th December (see Z.598).

 A commemorative plaque has been erected to Alexandre Yersin in his home town of Rougemont,
100 years after he discovered the cause of plague, in Hong Kong. In 1971 he was shown on
Z.498. According to the NZZ he has also been portrayed on a 1945 French Indo-China stamp.

 The third Sport stamp of 1992 sold only 4.06m; the first in 1986 sold 13m, and the second in 1989
5.6m, so that the PTT and the Sports organisations have decided not to continue with a 3-year
cycle; perhaps in 1996 with the Olympic Games and the Swiss Federal Gymnastics.

 The new K-cancel for Oberkulm gives the date of its founding (i.e. first mention in writing) as
MCCXCV. Roman numerals are seldom used; the only other K-cancel I‟ve found is of Staufen (K
616, 1974) which mentions 'XV cent., stained glass windows'. Perhaps there are more.

 As far as I can see the Zumstein Specialised Catalogue does not mention coil stamps unless they
have a number on the back (i.e. every 5th stamp), or have a join where they have been laid up by
hand from counter sheets. However, to satisfy bulk mailers, the PTT has produced rolls of 10 000
stamps, and these I always mention here.
The 40c Escalade and the 50c Postman come to mind. Now I see that the 45c Ship mail, Z.737,
can also be bought from some dealers in strips of eleven. This is the proof that the stamps come
from coils and not from sheets having a width of only ten stamps. These stamps on cover are
usually torn and miscut. The Specialised should list them.

 This popular 45c rate for 50g letters in bulk from 3000 to 50 000 will change on the 1st January
1995 to 48c. Will the junk mailers go back to the old 50c rolls? It will be interesting to see.

 The PTT sells, at airports and some Philatelic Counters, an unlisted attractive booklet in English
and Japanese for SFr.22. It contains mainly mint farmyard stamps.

 In 1992 the 'Société Philatélique de Nyon' produced a comprehensive booklet on the
cancellations of the region. Unfortunately, as is usual, such important publications are kept
virtually secret until discovered by accident. Another example is a booklet for Chateau d'Oex and
environs, also in 1992, both in French. From Zumstein, Bern.

 For reason unknown, the PTT, on 5.12.94 replaced all 'Bern 1 Annahme' cancellers with 'Bern 1
Schanzenpost Schalter' (Fig. 1 & 2). Schalter, i.e. counter, is something quite new. About 60
cancellers have been replaced and include hand rollers and PP (Fig. 3-5). 'Briefversand'
cancellers on machines have not been changed.

Figures 1 & 2
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Did You Know?
 February 1995
 A book published in 1978 has just turned up in the PTT Library (BID) on the postal history of
Klosters and the Prättigau, by Hans Minsch, 221 pages in German with illustrations.

 A publicity machine slogan is being used in Sion 1 for an event that may never happen. The
Valais is trying to get the Winter Olympics for 2002. The slogan shows text in French, German,
English and what is called 'New-German', that is an English word like "supporter" is used as if it is
German There are hundreds of such words in common use today.

 Jann Etter has again published his annual analysis of all Swiss and UN Geneva postmarks,
namely 173, showing no increase over 1993.

 The SVPS has published in their December 1994 bulletin a list of 237 places which have used, or
are still using the 'Black R' Registration labels, type 7. There are certainly more, have you any?

 Due to global warming short blue trousers will be issued, optionally, to postmen in summer. Girls
have had split skirts since 1992.

 Heiner Durst has just published a 50-page brochure on the history of the business franking
machines, 1884 to 1928, in German.

 When a 50c stamp is used for the bulk mailing of 3000 - 50 000 pieces, instead of the required
48c, the PTT repay the 2c difference.

 With the new rates from 1st January 1995 the rules for the cheaper foreign 'book post' have been
tightened up, to exclude all PTT publications on new rates etc.

 To me, only the 60c Swiss wrestling stamp, of the set of four commemoratives, is worth the paper
it is printed on.

 Liechtenstein will no longer issue 'Service' or 'Official' stamps when current stocks are used up.
First issued in 1932, their abolishment is now a belated step in the right direction.

 The Brienz-Rothorn Bahn has had such success with its old-timer steam engine (with diesel oil
fuel) that another has been ordered from SLM, who have also orders for three from Austria.

 The PTT has decided that 1616 Post Offices (of 3688) are not profitable; therefore about 500 will
be incorporated into the village shop, à la England. We will see how this revolutionary idea works
out. On the 1st of June a dozen will go on trial, they will be offering more services than the
present 'Postannahmestellen'.

 For the new issues of 7th March 1995 two FD cancels will be used, and that one of them breaks
all tradition by breaking the outer circle, to give more freedom for the Basel Dove. A neat idea.

 The controversial 60c Stop Aids stamp was sold out, in sheet form, in 2 months, unprecedented.
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Did You Know?
 March 1995
 Biel 1 has had the latest type of coding and sorting installation put into service in November 1994
following several weeks of trials; Basel 2 is also being up-dated.
In these two places, and in Geneva, a new method of printing the operator's personal number has
been applied. AEG, of Constance very often try out their new systems in Switzerland before
introducing them to other, bigger, customers.

 Felix Winterstein is having his collection of postcards and other official documents presented in
the PTT Museum from 7th March to 28th May 1995. This ties up with the money order used as
the illustration on the special postcard for the GABRA exhibition. Certainly well worth a visit.

 It is becoming very noticeable that an increasing number of stamps are being damaged as the
degree of mechanisation rises. If a stamp is not perfectly stuck down, a corner will be torn off. The
new PVA gum is easily washed off by enthusiastic licking, and then a protruding corner is
scrubbed off as the cover whizzes through the machinery. Will this affect the price of used stamps
in future?

 At the recent Art and Antiques show in Zürich, Corinphila showed a Blue Mauritius, flown in from
its private owner in Hamburg. Several other dealers showed special stamp-collections once
again. A good idea to interest the general public, and others, in this way.

 According to usually reliable sources rumour has it that Bernadette Baltis, the very successful
graphic artist from Zürich, has designed the block for the Basler Taube 95 exhibition, I am sure it
will be popular.

 Once again Gottfried Honegger of 8716 Schmerikon has produced a wonderful catalogue of
Swiss classic stamps. He includes a valuable list of letters sent during 1850-51 from senders'
cancellation to destination.
Without trying to be complete he says how useful a computer is for such work, which is, in any
case, never finished. Four pages in chronological order; hundreds of full-colour illustrations. Order
direct.

 According to Markus Seitz of Luzern there will be the first special ATM for the Basel 95 exhibition.
Five Frama vending machines will be in service, and labels will be on sale only during the
exhibition. He also reports that experiments are advanced to produce a decent picture, and the
value will be printed in black. It would not be possible to use the new paper with red value marks,
and vice versa. We will see what it looks like, but when?

 I have been asked to explain the military cancellation 'Hülfsfeldpost'. This is just the old way of
spelling “Hilfs...” meaning auxiliary field post office, i.e., when the normal units were overloaded,
say during manoeuvres.
On the left is shown a rare cancel,
recently discovered, and on the right a
French language equivalent.

 Something curious has happened in Liechtenstein, a new type of bar-coded R-label, see below.
This would be type 9. The second example shows the 'old' type 8.
Is this a one-off or only in Liechtenstein, or will it spread into Switzerland?
Type 9
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Did You Know?
 April 1995
 The Philatelic Service has just issued the first of a new publication, so new in fact that I can't find
out the English title. In four separate languages, this replaces the old A5 booklet on each stamp
issue. With 20 A4 pages it goes into much greater detail of each stamp issue than was previously
possible. The first issue covers the Basler Taube 95 exhibition block, the two Europa and the four
Pro Patria stamps as well as the special „Junaphilex‟ postcard.
The first special ATM (Frama) stamp is shown and this can only be
obtained at five machines on the PTT stand during the Basel show
from 17th to 25th June. The paper and size remain the same - the
green maps background.

 The PTT sell a large range of so-called 'pins' (as does every other organisation), showing postal
coaches, places, stamps and other things. Now you can have a map of Switzerland divided into
the 12 postal regions (I to XII) for SFr.88 the set of 12.

 The well-known philatelist Paola Vollmeier CPhH (Consilium Philateliae Helveticae) has edited a
fabulous set of five volumes covering the period 1724 to 1849, in which the foreign postal
agreements are reproduced on A3-size paper, 2334 pages. These are held in the Zürich Cantonal
Archives as Zürich was the official address of the Swiss Federation during the 300 years before
the French invaded.

 In its February issue, the BBZ, without comment, reproduces the official quantities of stamps sold
from the 1992 Sport stamp to the 1993 Pro Juventute issue.
Dr Jann Etter in the NZZ does comment, as follows: although the number of stamps sold has
dropped, the amount realised from the surcharge has risen, for both the Pro Patria and Pro
Juventute. Who can explain why the two 60c PP stamps sold 4.5m of the „earring‟ but only 2.7m
of the „glass bottle‟? There was hardly any difference in the numbers sold of the two 60c PJ
stamps.
The special 80+20c Luzern Kapell Bridge stamp reached only 1.88m. The third Sport stamp
50+20c reached only 4.07m; it was doomed to failure as the letter rate went up to 60c five months
after issue.

 An interesting exhibition was held in the Zürich Fraumünsterpost during February. John Schneider
showed more than 300 postcards on ten frames, to celebrate 125 years of Swiss postcards.
Virtually all types were shown, including private issues.

 At the same time the Philatelic Office showed eight frames of children's efforts in designing
stamps (a cantonal competition), many were excellent, and in nearly all one could recognise what
the theme was at first glance.

 The PTT have let me know that three named TPO cancels will be withdrawn on 28th May, namely
Bern-Schwarzenburg, Rapperswil-Goldau, and Gossau-Appenzell. This leaves only eight, plus
the SBB & Rhätische Bahn.

 The new type of R-label mentioned in last month‟s DYK has now been found in a number of
places in Switzerland, so it looks like this is going to be the new Type 9, with lower 'R'. That
means that Type 8 will be rare one day, but not as rare as Type 7.
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Did You Know?
 May 1995
 At last, Soldier Stamps are acceptable at Swiss philatelic exhibitions, under section 10 Special
Aspects. The first two, created by Fred Bieri in June 1915, were purely commemorative, but
thereafter the money gathered was for social help for the families in financial trouble, as the Swiss
soldier's pay was only for his tobacco, not for his family.
This persisted during the Second World War and many families were soon in trouble.
This is part of the explanation for the flood of such stamps; in fact it had to be reduced to nearly
zero by the military as it had become the main activity for many units in 1942. Although having no
postal use in any way, genuinely used covers are sought after now, and this will increase.

 Only 153 Swiss postmen were bitten by dogs during 1994, following a steady reduction from the
219 cases in 1985. Could it be that the postmen are biting back?

 A new label has appeared, for 'Arrival Receipt' for
registered items. In dull orange strips of ten. PTT
No.236.03 (133 354) had a first print run in May 1994
of 300 000, but only recently have I seen one used on
cover.
Before this 'AR' was stamped in black or a handwritten 'A' was put before the R label itself. This
service costs an additional SFr.2 to the usual SFr.4 for registration. If the addressee is required to
sign personally it costs an additional SFr.3. Foreign letters cost the same (see the figure below).

 Our active member in Boston USA has won a silver award at the March 1995 SCOPEX in
Pennsylvania with his 90-sheet exhibit on 'Swiss Priority Mail', and a special Modern Postal
History award ( for philatelic presentation of waste paper basket material). Guess who? Charles
LaBlonde.

 Peter Stierli has published a 120 page book, A4, in German, on the History of the Posts of the
Suhr Valley, which runs south of Aarau to the Aargau cantonal border. Not a part of the country
seen by many tourists, but he brings alive the story of the tiny villages with the history of their
postal services from Roman times.
All cancels used are shown; practically all past and present PO‟s also. Although the last coach
Schöftland-Aarau is pictured on the 19th of November 1901, when the train line opened, there is
also a picture of the first horse-drawn post coach leaving Schöftland for Staffelbach in 1913. This
coach ran until 1924.

 The new Type 9 „R‟ label shown in the March Newsletter has been spotted from Winterthur to
Genève via Bern (seven in total) so it looks likely to become universal. Slightly more room is
available for longer place names with the 'R' in the lower position. The bar code is part of a worldwide system and consists of: the service (e.g., R letter, EMS), three-digit number shown on the
label, a five-digit code number for the place and department, and then CH for Switzerland. The
code itself is the same as that used in big stores for jam!

 The Type 7 „R‟ label, with black 'R' instead of in red has
been reported only from 247 places to the SVPS, so can
be considered the rarest of the three new types. Where
will be the first place to use all three versions?
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Did You Know?
 June 1995
 For the first time, I think, a non-Swiss, at least an Anglo-Saxon, has been chosen to be a jury
member for an International Exhibition, our active member from Boston USA has the honour and
the responsibility for the Basler Taube 95. Congratulations.

 In time for this major event, a number of interesting books will be published. The most important is
„Der Briefpostverkehr Schweiz-Ausland‟, 448 pages in German (also partly in English), 300
coloured and 200 black & white illustrations, by Richard Schafer, at CHF 265. Everything is
covered from 1459 to 1907 concerning foreign postage rates etc. An absolute must for all serious
collectors.

 Also issued at the above event will be „Zack 2‟, for foreign rates but from 1875 (UPU) until now.
Priced at CHF 16, it also contains an update of volume 1, the inland rates. A must for everyone.

 Another 'official' book is 'Basler Taube' on the Basel Dove, in four languages, CHF 28,50 with 24
coloured pictures and a facsimile of the 15-stamp block, also an exhibition block, authors JeanPaul Bach and Felix Winterstein. All available from Marken Müller, Basel.

 Also from this firm comes a book about the famous artist and stamp designer Hans Erni of
Luzern. With 320 pages, in German, all his works, cancels, FDCs, medals and other things are
shown, for CHF 85.

 Zumstein is publishing a book on the Swiss Hotel Posts by Marcel Kottelat, in German for CHF
190-, 200 pages, with over 100 coloured illustrations and 20 odd black & white.

 In the April and May issues of the BBZ there is a most interesting and detailed study of the
printing of the Basel Dove, by Max Hertsch, and Hans Hunziker who died before he could finish
his plating of the 40-stamp sheets. All known tips are given for practically all stamps to be plated
correctly. Members with strips or blocks can check them and probably help to complete the
picture. Reply direct to Zumstein.

 The April issue of the SBZ is devoted to all possible connections between stamps and doves; by
various authors.

 St Gallen has updated its letter mechanisation with the acquisition of a new NEC (Japanese)
CFC, having a 28mm dia. crown, and also on about the 25th April, an improved AEG reader,
coder and sorter, with eight desks for ILV operation. Apparently Luzern will follow, and Aarau will
receive new equipment.

 The PTT Museum has now become a 'Foundation', to keep it neutral during the break-up of the
various sections of the PTT. I wonder if the Library will follow.

 My eye was caught by two machine cancels having a clever twist to them. From Lausanne for 100
years of the National Library (in Bern) where the '8' and the '9' are run into each other; the same
slogan will be used in Bern, in
German. The other shows the
slogan for 100 years of the Basel
Public Transport System, where the
'100' is "hidden" in the word 'Joor',
which is Basel dialect for 'Jahr', i.e.,
Year.

 The third item I found shows nicely the
habit of sticking 'vertical' stamps
incorrectly 'horizontally' on letters. The
artists should be informed of this
practice.
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Did You Know?
 July 1995
 The first day of the Basler Taube 95 was hectic: queue to get in (CHF 6); queue to buy covers
and cards at Organiser's stand and at PTT desks (ten); queue to get the new special Frama‟s (at
five machines, which survived 8 hours each of continuous operation); queue to sit down to stick it
all together; queue to get an autogram from Bernadette Baltis (designer of the block); then the
longest queue to get the correct cancel; over an hour was usual.
This was because of the FD of the Frama special and that the Berri cancellation was on this day
only. At times a traditional drum and fife band was playing in the same confined space!

 Despite the general interest in the new Frama‟s there was no publicity at the PTT desks on the
material for sale, i.e., the FDCs, mint covers, mint and cancelled sets of the three values. They
had only the conventional stamps on show.

 I hope to see something of the exhibits during the next week. Of course I met a number of HPS
and AHPS members too, and that is most important.

 The PTT Museum is showing until the 20th August, paintings by Renée-Paule Danthine in which
a mint stamp plays a key role. Similar paintings by the 'Studio Bertschi' were also to be seen in
the foyer of Basler Taube 95, but here the stamps had all been cancelled, appropriately, on the
finished painting. A new art form or a new way to collect stamps?

 The Swiss Thematic Club has published two books for Basler Taube 95, both in German; 'Basel
im Spiegel der Philatelie' and an additional volume to their 'Motiv-Handbuch' which illustrates and
describes all Swiss stamps up to 1990. The new volume updates to the present. Both books are
well worth having.

 The 'Friends of the Mesocco Railway' (which closed about 20 years ago) have made a start to get
it running again, at least for special trips from Castione to Cama. They have issued an attractive
cover and card for the first such trip on 3/4th June.

 For the first time (I think) the UPU in Bern 15 ran a philatelic exhibition, from 16-18th May, to
commemorate 50 years VE Day, by showing stamps and covers arranged by the Russian
Federation, White Russia and the Ukraine. Pity I missed it, on holiday.

 The Postcode booklets have been re-issued, the numerical one is the same, but the alphabetical
now includes the distribution code according to the streets in the 17 largest cities only. Previously
in a separate booklet. Free at PO‟s.

 The PTT Philatelic offices are now selling some Lighthouse albums. Also a beginner‟s tool kit for
the young collector.

 Once again the PTT are running a 'Best Stamp' competition for 1994/1995, entries at Basler
Taube 95 by 25th June.

 New 'Change of Address' postcards, freepost, can be had in sets of five, each with a different
overprint design in yellow.
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Did You Know?
 August 1995
 There were red faces in the PTT officialdom when it was brought to their notice (not by me) that
on the special one-day cancellation - 17. JUNI 95 - they spelt the name incorrectly, i.e. with a 'Y'
instead of 'I' (see below).
On some original drawings, to be seen in a special Basler Taube 95 Exhibit,
they had all been signed 'Berri', proof enough? The official cover had on the
rear his story, i.e. Berri's.

 Some of the new red SBB/CFF mainline locos (Type 460) now carry massive advertising,
unthinkable a decade ago: AGFA films, CIBA (white), Danzas (yellow).
Also the BLS locos can be seen in their new blue, and make a more interesting photo
background. Has this anything to do with the fact that a number of these locos are not owned by
the SBB! To save millions, they say, they are leased from an American financing firm, also
unthinkable a decade ago.

 The inland letter rates will apparently go up next year: A-mail from 80 to 90c, B-mail 60 to 70c.
Date not fixed yet I believe. What does it cost the PTT to print all the leaflets, tables, lists etc for
the multitude of users, internal and external?

 From a usually reliable source I have heard that before Christmas new ATMs will be issued by
Liechtenstein in a really shattering way. Watch this space.

 In a recent poll of collector's feelings six questions were answered with good to nearly perfect
ratings for general aspects of the Philatelic Bureau service, but the seventh got only 47.9 %
approval, on attractiveness of the stamp designs.

 The new combined Swiss and Liechtenstein stamp to be issued on 5.9.95 is actually the same
stamp for both countries, as the value is the same, 60c. Therefore it is being printed in only one
place, the PTT Printing Works, attractively in recess and offset. The same coinage and postal
rates are used in both countries.

 The Philatelic Counter in Bern is moving on 18.9.95 from its present place in the UPU building to
the main PO Schanzenpost 3000 Bern 1. The postal address remains 3030 Bern. Geneva has
also moved and is now on the ground floor, side entrance.

 In Winterthur next year (from 28.8.96 to 1.9.96) there will be a new type of stamp exhibition - to
follow ideas from the north - the 'Swiss Stamp Open', under the VSPhV. The main part of each
exhibit must be philatelic items (as now) but the rest can be pictures, maps, cards, phone cards,
flowers, leaves, etc. Interesting to see how it develops.

 Ivan Tillen celebrated his 80th birthday in Geneva recently. We met in Bern to visit the PTT
Museum. He is nearly as lively as before, interested in everything and follows the Newsletter, but
buys nothing new. We wish him good health in the future.

 A new book on the Ticino Ovals was available at Basler Taube 95, by Giorgio Lavater, who also
exhibited his Ovals; 73 pages in German for CHF 25. Useful for specialists.

 Also at the BT 95 Markus Seitz had his new 'ATM Schweiz Spezialkatalog 1995' on sale. This 3rd
edition has 84 pages and costs CHF 18. One of the best special catalogues.
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Did You Know?
 September 1995
 On the 4th December Liechtenstein will install their first Frama ATM dispensers, one at
each of 12 PO‟s in the Duchy, but with the sensational new Frama system, tried out in
Denmark last year, namely with 11 multi-coloured pictures printed one after the other on
the roll of white paper.
The stamp value only is printed on site, in black, not in red as before. Small marks
electronically control the exact cut-off of each stamp. The pictures themselves, of the
arms of each of the 11 communes, will be released in a month or so. Watch this space.
This brilliant idea opens up all sorts of possibilities. Could all the 2500-odd Frama
dispensers in Switzerland issue stamps with only the pictures of that village on them?
What would forgers make of it? Would collectors be pleased?

 At the beginning of August Luzern put its up-dated letter coding and sorting installation
back into service, now including the video operator's personal number. Only Bern and
Lausanne have yet to be updated to ILV level.

 More details of the proposed new postal rates for 1996 are seeping out. It seems that the
age-old maximum weight for letters of 250g (above would be a parcel) is being broken,
i.e., letters above 150g will cost more. Also covers larger than B5 will cost more too.

 The 'Express' and 'EMS' services will be reorganized, meaning the loss of 200 jobs (they
say) and not likely to be cheaper.

 The next exhibition in the PTT Museum in Bern will be based on the extensive collection
donated last year by Max Keller, 'Pre-Philately of Canton Zürich‟. His widow has written
out in modern German the contents of many of these letters, which go back to the 16th
century. Sure to be very interesting; from the 29th August to the 12th November.

 The 80c value of the new Cinema stamps shows the actress playing the part of Anna
Göldin, who was not only the last witch to be beheaded in Switzerland (Glarus), but also
in Europe, namely in 1782.
I gleaned this information, not from the PTT handout, but from the supplementary volume
- issued at the Basler Taube 95 - 'Motivhandbuch Schweiz' in which all. Swiss stamps
are described in detail, 1991-1995.

 Two recent K-cancels are interesting for different reasons. The one for Bern
Schanzenpost documents the move from the historic 'old UPU' site to a counter in the
HPO (as in Luzern); at least the picture remains the same.
The Nürensdorf one shows the small chapel
of St. Oswald on the old Roman road from
Turicum to Vitodurum, in which the wall
paintings were restored in 1400, but the date
of construction is not recorded. The FD of the
cancel, designed by the postmaster, is the
Saint's day of Oswald. 'Breite' is the location.
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Did You Know?
 October 1995
 According to Swiss Radio the British Isles are in a state of chaos due to the change from lbs to
kilograms. Of course philatelists know that they were in the forefront of this change when, more
than 140 years ago, they accepted that perforations be measured in teeth per 2 cm! And kiloware
is kiloware whatever it weighs.

 The PTT is in trouble, this time for printing the new A-mail 90c stamp (issue date 28.11.95) before
parliament had decided on the increases for 1996. A stamp booklet with ten such stamps (with cut
edges) was shown on the Swiss TV evening news.
In spite of many examples in other countries the PTT refuse to consider 'A' stamps without the
value shown on them.

 At this year‟s OLMA in St Gallen (12 to 22 October) there will be the usual special cancellation,
every year different, and the second special postcard, both by the same artist, H Schweizer.

 George Guignard of Yverdon is about to produce a book on the PTT labels, used for a multitude
of purposes. A provisional list, without illustrations, is in the PTT Library. As the PTT itself has
only a sketchy collection, this is a very difficult project, and the previous attempt by Ed Rüttimann,
covering 1882-1943, is long overtaken.

 The PTT has put its first double-decker yellow postal coach into service, on the popular route St
Gallen to Heiden, with 89 seats.

 The quarterly magazine „Zack‟, for Junior Philatelists, has devoted its latest issue to Aids; all
stamps issued with this theme are discussed in three languages, together with all the medical
information needed today. A brave and really worthwhile effort.

 The PTT-printed Europa stamps of 16.5.95, and the new CH/FL stamp of 5.9.95, have no
selvedge notes or signs, trimmed off I guess, so that identification of individual sheets is not
possible. The PTA does not help much; it gives some more details, but in the latter case leaves
out the obvious yellow colour of a very complex stamp. All of them, I think, are good.

 One can ask "Why does the 180c Telecom 95 stamp not look Swiss?" It is because, for the first
time, the border is coloured, if one does not count the beige background of the early Pro
Juventute stamps.

 The canceller for '7551 Vinadi' (Swiss-Austrian frontier) shown, had a curious history in that the
Vinadi PO had been unused since 1962, i.e. before the PLZ system was introduced. This
canceller had lain unused in nearby Martina for years until, perhaps, a cancel collector demanded
a strike as it was listed in the PLZ booklets.
Only in 1970 was the Vinadi PO declared officially
closed. The previous cancel, without PLZ, was
issued in 1944 when the old name 'Weinberg' was
changed to the Romansch 'Vinadi'. Who has a Vinadi
cancel without PLZ?
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Did You Know?
 November 1995
 Contrary to expectations, the PTT have done the right thing and put the 'new' 50c postman
„variety‟ (Z.738R) on sale, at Philatelic counters only. Singles, mint and CTO, cancelled 5.9.95,
and a mint strip of eleven. See the June issue of the Newsletter for more detail.

 According to the latest PTT Stock List there are now definitive stamps on sale from eight separate
series, excluding Frama‟s, but I note that the present 80c „A‟ stamp is not listed. Enquiries were
fruitless, there seems to be no date for withdrawal from sale, but until the end of the year there
are sufficient stocks. The same applies to the 60c postcard.

 The new A and B post stamps and cards no longer have the line of square dots along the lefthand edge (Austrian Schrack system). The PTT say this is because their image recognition
system can sort out the Bs from the As. This implies that fluorescence is no longer necessary for
facing the covers before cancellation.

 The new stamps for 28.11.95 with the increased rates are being publicised with the proviso
“subject to approval by the Federal Council”. However they say the stamps will be issued in any
case, whatever the consequences, see last month's Newsletter.

 Two attractive booklets, with cut edges, will be issued for the 70c rabbit on 22.11.95 (advance
issue date of main issues), and the 90c on the 28.11.95.

 In the 11/95 issue of their BBZ, Zumstein note that for the
combined Switzerland/Liechtenstein 60c stamp issue Vaduz
gave their FDC an unbalanced view of
equality.
See the illustrations

 The special, non-philatelic, exhibition
in the PTT Museum is on 'Yellow', in all possible ways, historical, chemical, postal, etc. A new
idea and quite interesting; running until 27th May 1996.

 A new project is under way to sort out and number the green PP registered labels, for letters and
packets. It seems that the green is being replaced by black, but there will not be a further change
to bar-coding, as these labels seldom, if ever, are used for foreign items.

 A new, attractive pictorial K-cancel is being used for 6999 Astano (TI) to
honour their famous architect, Domenico Trezzini, whom Peter the Great
took from the Danish king and used to build some of the greatest palaces in
St Petersburg. He died there (see the figure).

 I was shown a poor strike on dark
paper of Vinadi, without PLZ (see last
month‟s DYK) but managed to make
a tolerable tracing (below)
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Did You Know?
 December 1995
 It didn't sink in until a friend drew my attention to the article by the discoverer of the new 50c
'hairline in T' stamp in the SBZ for June/July '95 (see the June Newsletter). Rolf Wernecke
mentions not only the coil stamps, but also that he had found it in booklets too. The PTT Printing
Works explanation did not cover this possibility. He shows the hairline was broken in the second
issue of these booklets (see my article in the Newsletter, January 1993).
Now Adolf Krämer of the very active Dübendorf Club has found that in the first issue (without the
values at the top) there are only vestiges of the line, mainly at the bottom. I have found this on the
FDC of the booklet stamps too. This shows that all four pictures on the first transfer roller were
used. This is the only explanation to me of the increasing size of the hairline as time goes on and
also confirms that for the second booklet printing a new cylinder was made.

 The PTT expect that sales of 70c postcards will drop to only 6m per year, as they are only used
for competitions today. A few years ago sales were 10m per year.

 Perhaps by the time you read this the Federal Council will have decided on the new postal rates
for 1996. My guess is that the decision will be postponed for a couple of months.

 The parcel labels with printed on 3.00 and 3.50 'stamps' have not sold well so will be 'rare' next
year. I doubt if they will be printed again with the new rates.

 Only in 1881 were 'non-smoking' compartments introduced in Swiss trains, now in 1997 all
regional trains will be 'non-smoking' only, following the lead of Zürich. Worth a special cancel?

 In 1996 there will be a fourth Sport stamp, 70 + 30c.
 From the 14th November to the 10th March 1996 there is a rather special exhibition in the PTT
Museum, 'The Post as Advertising Carrier', by Beatrice Rölli (of the auction firm in Luzern), the
result of 20 years of careful collecting.
All forms are shown, from many countries and going back 150 years. When first shown at the
WIBRA, in the thematic section, it threw the judges into confusion, just as it should. Such
collections which cut across all conventional lines are sorely needed today. Well worth a visit.

 In the PTA for 24.4.95 tests with parcel labels with bar codes for the registration details and the
recipient's postcode, were announced, at three POs; Aarau 1 (1.5.95), Zürich-Mülligen (2.5.95),
and Dietikon 1 (15.5.95) see illustration below.
I also visited Aarau 1 recently
to see their self-service
machine.
Made by IBM, it only accepts
phonecards for payment.
After placing the parcel on
the scale the normal rate is
shown (CHF 3 is the
minimum) then registered,
express or bulky extras can
be selected.
All this would be CHF 18 minimum, but the phonecard has a maximum of CHF 10 only. Anyway it
didn't work, I couldn't get my card back, and the machine had to be partially dismantled to find my
receipt!
However a new unannounced bar-coded label
is around for registered parcels, see left.
Found by Charles LaBlonde, all black only.
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Did You Know?
 January 1996
 On 1.1.96 the inland and foreign postal rates went up, although at the time of writing the PTA
announcement had been made; but there are none of the usual tables or booklets available giving
all rates in detail. Basically the A & B mail go up 10c to 90 & 70 inland and 110 & 90 for Europe,
and overseas is 180 (no change) & 110. Inland registered letter now CHF 5 (including 90c A
mail), while for all foreign the additional charge is up from 3 to 4 CHF.
Large covers B4 and above are called Maxi but more on this subject later.

 A completely new rule has been introduced aimed directly at the philatelists, in that loose stamps
for cancelling must have a value of at least 20c. This is because of the number of people who
collect K and other special cancels on loose 5c ATMs. No mention is made of such low value
stamps being stuck on cards or covers, as is done in the SVPS New Issue Service (to cut costs),
so I expect that is still acceptable.

 Another important change which affects stamp clubs and others is that the previous minimum
number of 100 Newsletters, Bulletins etc., handed in at the same time is raised to 1000. This
means that about 3000 such clubs, music, gymnastic, shooting and others will have to pay the
normal B mail rate, i.e., about a 400% increase.

 When I tried to order new booklets for the 70 and 90c stamps, with sheet number and printing

date, the Philatelic Service in Bern wrote to me “not available”, though they told our member in
Boston, USA, that they were available, FD cancelled only.

 Not only is the 'old' 80c A stamp not officially listed, but also the 80c booklet, the 60c postcard,
and the 3 and 3.50 labels. The Philatelic Service told me they are to remain on sale until
exhausted at all counters. A funny way to sell things.

 I came across this gem while looking for something else. During her stay in Luzern in 1868 Queen
Victoria went up Pilatus, on the pony she had brought from England! The lake steamer
'Winkelried' was put at the disposal of the royal party for their various trips. Where are the letters
sent back to England now, with this ship cancellation?

 I‟ve been looking through more 50c Postman stamps and have found that, with a 10x magnifying
glass and good light, there are vestiges of the 'stroke in T' on all sheet stamps too, but I think this
is only a curiosity. On coil stamps it is clear and complete, on booklet stamps upper and lower bits
only, on the second printing. The first booklet printing and sheet stamps, including the red
surcharge of 1987, show vestiges.

 The PTT Museum has updated its Junior Action Area with the installation of four computers. On
two of them you can design your own stamps, from a vast store of views and objects which can
be placed in the standard Helvetia format in any size and layout, in colour, but the print-out shows
a large single and a cancelled block of four in black and white only.
On the other two computers are listed some of the remarkable covers and other items to be found
in the Museum, with their data, and a quiz can be answered (with the help of the Zumstein
catalogue on the table, if necessary). For those reaching maximum points, for beginners and
advanced, a certificate is printed out.
Very well done and an additional attraction, with the aim to learn how to use the catalogue and
exhibits. German, French, Italian or English can be selected by the user.

 This is the most peculiar cancel I have ever seen. It should not have been
classified as a 'K' as it will certainly be used for only a year. Basel 32 is
located in the factory area of La Roche the chemical company and is not
public.
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Did You Know?
 February 1996
 Aarau has had a modern letter coding and sorting installation since October 1995. This is
of the ILV type with one electronic reader and 12 video desks for mainly handwritten
addresses. The reader can determine from the street name and house number, the
postman's round in that town or city suburb anywhere in Switzerland.

 On the 12th March a new postcard will be issued, in white, with a multi-coloured
impressed stamp, for 70c. As these postcards are used practically exclusively today for
various competition entries (win a new car!), they carry an 8-bar code at the top, just left
of centre. This allows these cards to be sorted out automatically at an early stage. The
same system is used for Giro postal payment envelopes.

 There are special postcodes for these competitions - 8099 Zürich, 3024 Bern and others.
Of course there is no PO or cancellation for this inward-only traffic.

 For the Technical University in Zürich there is also a special inward postcode, 8092
Zürich, but no PO. However I have just
come across a red franking machine
cancellation showing this non-existent PO
(see example left).
ETH stands for 'Eidgendssiche Technische
Hochschule' i.e., Federal Technical
University.

 Another example of a non-existent PO is shown right. This is a self-adhesive all-black
label (Type 9) made, apparently by the bank, which has been given the number 'Genève
70' and is not listed anywhere.
Note the 'staggered' edges of the rounded parts of
the 'R', a sure sign of a computer printer. Has
anyone seen any other such 'funnies'?

 The classic dealer Gottfried Honegger in CH-8716 Schmerikon has again issued a
superb catalogue, with hundreds of singles and covers all in full colour.

 The catalogue of Swiss stamps issued by the Dealers Association is available in a
French-only version at CHF 23, as well as the usual German/French version, which also
costs CHF 23.

 Someone had a good idea for the new K-cancel for 9196
Wil ZH; note the day of issue.
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Did You Know?
 March 1996
 In April 1996, in the new letter handling installation in Lausanne, the PTT will face letters
(turn them to face the canceller) without the help of fluorescence on the stamps, but by
establishing the grey image of the stamp. This method has been on trial in the Zurich
HPO since 1993 to segregate A from B mail, using equipment supplied by the firm AKA
Developments of 1024 Ecublens, near Lausanne.
The total grey image value of a stamp is determined optically/electronically (no matter
how the stamp is placed) and memorized. About 40 commonly used stamps are thus
registered now and can be used for sorting A from B, with two (later three) stamp values
being added if necessary. This is done after cancellation. Now in Lausanne the same
device is being installed to face the stamps ahead of cancellation.

 If successful, next year will see the end of fluorescent-coated paper in Switzerland.
However, the PTT say that no stamps will be printed on both types of paper.

 The A from B selection is already in operation where Japanese NEC facer-cancellers are
installed, namely Zürich, Basel, St. Gallen, Genève and Luzern, with Lausanne and Bern
to follow.

 The new (12.3.96) 70c white postcard (see
illustration) is also part of this test
programme. The eight bars at the top are
designed to indicate B rate, but if a 20c
stamp is added then it is A mail. In
Lausanne the system is also used to face
the cards. However, there is also the usual
fluorescent bar to the left of the stamp for
use in facing in the older installations.

 The present 70c postcard, issued on 28.11.95 in the old beige colour, will not be used for
long, so don't wait before stocking up.

 A prosaic explanation has been found for the rapid sell-out of the 60c AIDS stamp of
15.10.94 (Z.870). The Co-op used one in each packet of a new range they were
promoting.

 I mentioned previously that loose stamps for CTO cancelling had to have a value of at
least 20c, but if stuck on to cards this could remain at 5c. However, in the PTT Gazette
the translation into Italian omitted 'loose', so that in the Ticino they insist on 20c for cards
too, much to the annoyance of postmark collectors.

 The old 60c Lac de Tannay stamp is now available in rolls of 1000, 5000 and 10 000 for
the mailing firms which apply stamps automatically to junk mail to make it look more
interesting. The Philatelic Counters are not selling strips of eleven, so if you want a roll
order direct from them at 3030 Bern.

 Following the example of the Basel Dove on
the new standard FD cancel from Bern,
Liechtenstein has decided to let their latest
bird also have its tail breaking the circle, see
the illustrations.
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Did You Know?
 April 1996
 I made a silly mistake which has been kindly pointed out to me by the Liechtenstein Study Circle,
in that Liechtenstein is a Principality and not a Duchy as given in my article last month (see the
March 1996 Newsletter); I apologise.

 According to Markus Seitz, the four regions, if not quite the four language areas, are each paired
with one of the four seasons in the set of four new ATM stamps coming out on 14th May 1996.
They are as follows: Spring, 4116 Metzerlen (Jura); Summer, 7550 Scuol (Engadin); Autumn,
6596 Gordola (Lago Maggiore); Winter, 3863 Gadmen (Susten). All manner of FDC can be
ordered from him at Postfach, CH-6002 Luzern.

 These multicoloured stamps are printed by Courvoisier and introduce a new aspect of collecting
Swiss stamps. Denmark and Liechtenstein preceded Switzerland with new Frama vending
machines. For the first day 32 machines of this new type will be in service, the older 2500 will be
modified as time goes on.

 On the 7th March I attended the launch in Bern of the new Sport stamp, 10 years after the first,
and most successful, issue. Surcharged stamps, like Pro Patria and Pro Juventute, are becoming
less and less popular. We will see what happens to this one. There is also a booklet with a strip of
ten, taken from sheets, for CHF 10.

 The title of the new exhibit in the PTT Museum in Bern from the 19.3.96 to 23.6.96 is

„Portomanie', by an anonymous exhibitor. In 1878 the PTT introduced tax stamps to persuade the
public that it was socially OK to put stamps on their letters, because too many thought it was an
insult to the recipient, "could he/she afford it?" This series ran until 1910, in 35 editions, and they
are all shown. I am looking forward to it.

 Later this year the PTT will issue self-adhesive stamps in booklet form, for A post I believe. This is
something they have long tried to avoid, and it will be interesting to see how the public take it up.
Again something new.

 According to the February issue of the BBZ, in 1995 Courvoisier delivered 363 stamps to a total of
29 countries, including no less than 23 to Bosnia-Herzegovina.

 Last year the PTT started a new method of coding large envelopes, C4 and B4, i.e., the French
system as part of the flatsorters from the Cegelec firm. This was in Luzern from September and in
Aarau from December 1995. A long line of '4 state' bars are sprayed along the lower right-hand
edge of the cover. This contains postcode, the delivery round and other information as for letters
with their red-orange coding. I have not yet been able to work it all out, but this coding is in black,
something quite new.

 I‟m looking for information on the green registered labels, for letters, parcels and COD. Does
anyone have any dated covers, especially from the 1920s and 1930s?

 Apparently as a result of the 1994 UPU meeting in Seoul, the new A & B post labels are to have
English and French texts. The three 'Par Avion' labels are dropped; the new ones have the same
numbers, except for the middle size. The new small label is slightly bigger, but also supplied in
strips of twenty. The large ones are: in strips of five. Note that the 'Economy' label is green for
parcels only; all the others are dark blue as before.
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Did You Know?
 May 1996
 That the PTT Giro system is being reorganized. Started in 1906 it is now a major banking
institute, with 25 clearing offices. These are now being concentrated into six units,
completely computerised. Bern, Basel, Luzern and St. Gallen remain, but at Bulle, in
Canton Fribourg, a new centre has been built to handle all French-speaking areas, and
in Netstal in Canton Glarus a centre to handle mainly all Zürich City accounts.
In the early 1970s a new building in Fribourg City was to house all accounts, but the
danger of terrorist activity stopped the plans to have everything in one computer, not
forgetting possible electronic failures.
Two of the three slogans
used in 1956 are shown
here.

 In the 134 years since 1862 (Sitting Helvetia, perfs.) the basic letter rate has risen only
eight times, four times in the last 20 years.

 Ed Walton can be assured that red meter marks are very collectable. Practically from the
start they were allowed, and used, for a number of reasons. In his catalogue of Swiss
meter marks H Dürst devotes 15 pages to them, and in the SVPS Bulletin a three-page
supplement has been printed recently. A brief introduction is being prepared and, when
Heiner Dürst has checked it for me, it will be sent to our Editor.

 Every time the postal rates change a great variety of solutions appear how to make up
the difference, for A and B mail. This time I have the feeling that many older stamps
(mostly valid since 1963) are being used. Not so many years ago 70c was a rare one to
find in the mail, now it is normal. So one gets 20 + 50, 30 + 40 and the usual 10 + 60,
and even more now for the new 90c rate.
It seems likely that collectors are using up their stocks which they once put away, and
now find it is more profitable to use them up on their daily correspondence, unless they
fax their e-mail into the Internet.

 The only correction I can make to the table on page 21 in the March Newsletter
“Philatelic Bureau Stickers” is that Max Wehrli has shown me two covers used for
sending Pro Juventute mint stamps to POs, dated October 1931. That puts the use of
'Forerunner I' back from 1947 to 1931. That‟s quite a jump, who will be next?

 On 1st April parcel post rates were “re-dimensioned”; more expensive if under 4 kg and
less expensive for above 5 kg. That means the family, i.e., philatelists, will pay more, and
the firms less. There the competition is greater with the private delivery firms, who will
not deliver to mountain villages at all. However, all are now insured up to CHF 300 so
that 'registration' is being dropped.
If a signature is desired this now costs CHF 1 (registration
was CHF 2.). The old parcel label shown on page 94 of the
December 1994 Newsletter, for Menziken, is now being
replaced by the self-adhesive, all black, square-cornered label
shown here.
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Did You Know?
 June 1996
 The Zumstein BBZ has been running a series of articles by Otto Wicki on the history of Swiss
postcards. This started in the December 1995 issue and is a most useful and interesting
documentation. (Issues of the BBZ are held in the Society's Library).

 Since a certain dealer offered FDCs of the new Express labels (stampless) there has been a lot of
discussion here about it. The FD, 1.11.95, was not announced in any way, so one had to have
access to confidential PO information, and to have studied it carefully. It is unclear when the label
alone makes stamps unnecessary, but not in the Cantons, or PKDs, of Zürich and Genève. On
the first-day many POs were closed as it was a Catholic holiday.

 The only private train line to stop using its TPO cancel this year is Lugano-Porte Tresa. I could not
find out if mail is still being carried, but it is likely. The last day of use is the Saturday 1st June
1996, when the timetables change over.

 The Moutier-Lengnau Bahn is a little-known private railway owned today by the BLS. The MLB is
mostly tunnel and has only one station, namely Grenchen Nord. In fact 9 of its total length of 12
km‟s is tunnel.
The only station
cancellations with
MLB are shown here.
As Grenchen PO is open on
Sunday afternoon, for cancelling and sorting only, there is no need for mail to be cancelled by
station staff. On the platform I found a still-functioning,
hand-operated dispenser of the 10 and 50c 'figure' coil stamps. How could I resist!
This must be one of the last ones left as 1995 was supposed to be the last day.

 On 14.5.96 eleven new stamps in four series were issued, each series having its own FD cancel,
so four on one day is a record I think.(see below). All the stamps are above average in popular
appeal. It will be interesting to see how the two Pro Patria 70c stamps fare.

 On the 30th March the PTT withdrew from general sale the two address labels, self adhesive, with
CHF 3 and 3.50 impressed stamps on them. These had been issued on 1.7.94 with a minimum of
publicity (see the Newsletter for August 1994) and were never mentioned in the Philatelic Bureau
sales lists; they are classed as postal stationery, not stamps. The paper is high gloss so an unsmeared cancel is practically unknown, but they are convenient for general use.

 Markus Seitz has calculated that the total running costs of the 2500 or so PTT ATM vending
machines is about CHF 200 000 a year. This sounds a lot, but is negligible to keep them warm
and ready for instant use.

 A most peculiar meter mark has been
shown to me by Heiner Dürst, the
specialist on meters. Other than that it is
badly designed, i.e. the lettering is too
small, what is the part frame for? The
matter is being investigated.
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Did You Know?
 July 1996
 I cannot keep track of all the changes happening here in the parcel service, as well as all the
changes in other areas. Below 5kg is the responsibility of the PTT, above 5kg can be handled by
private firms. Therefore, the rates change as the PTT tries to defend itself against pressure from
the big, often international, firms who are, of course, not the slightest bit interested in delivering a
parcel to the Val Calanca (GR). Switzerland handles the largest number of parcels per head of
population in the world.
„Next day' delivery is promised, which has led to new parcel labels and to new electronic gadgets
at the counter. So we have a number of test systems in use, which are not announced in
advance, except to some dealers. But are parcels interesting to collectors?

 At the beginning of June 1996 Bellinzona started up with an ILV coding and sorting AEG
installation, using the number 30 (of the new MLOs Biel was 8 and Aarau 12).
In Bellinzona new software is being tried out which can read proportional typeface, and more
handwriting, at the rate of 15/sec so that these letters too can be coded and sorted right to the
postman's walk, without the help of a girl video operator.

 These 20-odd MLOs, existing and planned, are now being put directly under the control of the GD
in Bern, and will no longer come under the individual PKD (the old 11 regional directorates). This
makes co-ordination easier, to follow the electronic control from Bern.
If a street name, say, is changed anywhere, this information is sent from Bern to all the coding
machines in Switzerland at the touch of a button.

 Zumstein has now published an excellent booklet on the “History of Swiss Postcards” by Otto
Wicki, based on the series of articles in the BBZ which I mentioned in the June Newsletter. It is in
German, A5, 32 pages for CHF 10, direct from Zumstein.

 The new-style ATM Frama‟s were a great success on their first-day, 14.5.96; it took the PTT more
than 2 weeks to apply the FD cancel to all the covers sent in. Generally all are pleased with the
result, no miscuts seen so far!

 The new Pro Patria stamps were officially presented at a ceremony .in the old Pfäffers Baths,
which have been beautifully renovated with the help of the Pro Patria Fund, see the 90+40 stamp.
Also being celebrated was 50 years of this fund.
The PTT had a show of all Pro Patria stamps, as well as the accepted and un-accepted artwork
for the present issue.

 Mettmenstetten has introduced a peculiar K-cancel with a text in English
only. For how long will such a cancel be used? Until this sport fashion
disappears!

 The splitting off of the Telecom part of the PTT from the Post part of the
PTT is nicely shown on the two new publicity slogans shown below.

 Many HPS members have fond memories of Spiez on the Lake
of Thun, so I am sure they will be interested in the new slogan
No. 4.2.390 to be used from the 1st July 1996 in 3700 Spiez.
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Did You Know?
 August 1996
 Once again the PTT has produced a special stamp within hours of the event. A new,
unannounced, 90c stamp was on sale on Thursday 27th June in all POs in Switzerland. It was
issued to prove the acceptance by the Guinness Book of Records of the representation by about
11 000 gymnasts at the 1996 National Gymnastics Festival in Bern on Saturday 22nd June of the
current 90c stamp.
Each gymnast wore an appropriately coloured T-shirt and cap. My sheet carried the printing date
23rd June, a Sunday. Not bad. (See August Newsletter for Press Release)

 This new stamp is slightly larger, 28 x 33mm, than the original (to suit the printing cylinder
diameter) and is in four-colour offset, red, yellow, blue and black. The original is 24 x 29mm, and
is without the black, also offset printed.
The PTT description mentions that the area covered by the gymnasts was nearly 2600m , and
they add in the English version 28 000sq ft.

 This new 90c stamp is the second to carry the indication 'Druck DIE POST' lower left. Stamps
printed by Courvoisier have always carried their name, now the PTT are catching up.
In the stamp issues of 14th May the Pro Patria were printed by Courvoisier as usual, but the two
Europa stamps were by the PTT. (PostEurop seems to be the successor to CEPT.) However,
only the '100 Years Olympic Games' 1.80 stamp carried the text 'Druck DIE POST'. I expect this
will now be the rule. My copy was printed a week later than the two ladies stamps.

 On the 28th August the PTT Board of Directors will decide on an important step; should the 11
Regional Directorates be down-graded to purely sales organisations (like UK Post Office
Counters) and then have product divisions, e.g. Letters, Parcels and International to run the
service more directly. This would involve a reduction by 2000 in a total staff of 39 000 today.
Strangely the Swiss voters are not being consulted, nor on the splitting-off of the money-making
Telecom from the loss-making Posts.

 A 30-year old tradition is being broken by the PTT. This year, the first time since 1966, there will
be only one special cancellation for the 1st of August, namely 'Rütli', but without the other two
towns and their arms or something similar. Pity.

 One of the finest philatelic periodicals, to me, is the 'American Philatelist' published by the
American Philatelic Society. During the first few months of 1996 they have discussed the type of
safe suitable for philatelists. Most important is that 'fireproof' types should not be used as they
contain materials which produce water when heated which ruins the contents. Several such
tragedies are described.

 At the beginning of July the Lausanne coding installation was updated with newer models of AEG
equipment, ILV, and also the latest technology for recognising stamps, to determine if A or B mail
was being paid for, and to indicate how each cover should be faced for correct cancellation.

 After my comment in the March DYK about
tail feathers breaking their bounds it appears
to becoming a popular theme. The cancel
from Vaduz for 2 Sept 1996 is another one
but when looking at the one for the Olympics
it seems to be just breaking out of the FL
border!
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Did You Know?
 September 1996
 One of the two dropped Pro Patria 1st August cancels could have been in Mesocco where they
have been celebrating 500 years of incorporation of the Italian-speaking valleys of the Calanca
and the Mesolcina into the then independent Graubünden in 1496.
This saved them from annexation and exploitation by the twelve old Cantons of the Federation
imposed on the other Italian-speaking parts of what is known as the Ticino, or Tessin, for 300
years until they were liberated by Napoleon in 1798.
They say that the colours of the Ticino arms, red and blue (see the 15c Pro Juventute of 1920,
and the 70c Pro Patria of 1981), were those of Paris, chosen as gratitude in 1798.

 The ever-popular annual Zumstein catalogue for 96/97 covering CH/FL & UN Genève for CHF 23
is also now available as a CD-ROM for the price of CHF 85.

 An old friend wrote to me, but used the old Bassersdorf address. However, the letter was
forwarded to me in Zürich by the PTT, although we left Bassersdorf in 1983. Redirection costs
CHF5 for 1 year, but someone somewhere must consider me to be a good customer.

 The PTT not only sells a variety of well-made cardboard boxes, but will now also do the packing,
for CHF 3 per parcel.

 The fourth Sport stamp of 1996, 70+30c, has achieved sales of only 1.6m so far (the first sold
13m), used covers will be scarce.

 For CHF 4.50 the PTT are issuing, on the 10th September, something new and unannounced 'Tour de Suisse der Post 1996'. This consists of the four new ATMs, cancelled, and a cover
showing one of the designs from the recent children‟s competition. Motto: To bring us nearer to
the Post!

 On the 12th July the NZZ published a short article on
the postal service for the Swiss 'Yellow Berets' in
Bosnia for the OSCE. On the right is shown the undated
cancellation applied to the free letters coming back to
Switzerland. Philatelic wishes cannot be met. This is a
really rare cancel.

 The tiny village of Mutten (1394m asl) near Thusis GR has above it Obermutten (1863m asl), a
few houses occupied only in the summer to keep the cows company, but it had a PO, open only
from 1st July to the middle of September (there are still about ten such
seasonal POs).
In the spring of 1996 the house in which the PO was situated burnt down. So
the PTT Direction in Chur had rather a good idea; they announced that
29.6.96 would be the 'last day', see left.

 The BBZ for September 1996 has the perfect addition to my article on the new booklets in the
July Newsletter with a cover picture of a miscut pair of the rabbit stamps for the new CHF 7
booklet, imperf between!
It seems to me that the cutter was set for, say, five booklets per sheet (Type 1), but the actual
sheet was a Type 2, i.e. only four booklets per sheet,, or vice versa. Must be rare.
Look at figure 2 on page 51 of the July Newsletter and imagine the centre row of perforations is
missing.
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Did You Know?
 October 1996
 The 'Basler Taube' National exhibition of June 1995 has proved not to have been as successful
as expected, only 10 000 paid entries, plus 15 000 gratis, and that the well-designed block was
bought even less often than the Geneva 90 block. Was it too big?

 The 'Fund for Furthering Philately' (supported 50% by the PTT and 50% by the VSPhV)
celebrates 30 years of activities in its latest annual report, with its capital of CHF 5.9m still higher
than the start of 5.25m. In Bern in 1965 2.3m blocks were sold each with a surcharge of CHF 2.70
(with 30c postage). That was the starting impulse.

 The Swiss catalogue publishers (only Zumstein and the Dealers' Association) have decided that
the new self-adhesive stamps will not have a new section, but will be noted as ordinary
definitives, singles only, as they are in effect cut apart.

 The new 1997 catalogue of the Swiss Dealers' Association comes again in two versions, German
with some titles in French, and French only (each CHF 23). As an attraction they give away a
facsimile of the Zürich 4 & 6. Many people think this is a dangerous precedent.

 A new R label (designated Type 10) has appeared, in Bern only (?), which requires no stamps.
See the figure below and note that it was issued on 1st August, a public holiday, so must have
come from the special 'Urgent counter'. It is selfadhesive and printed, in black only, at the counter.
The computer also prints out the receipt for the item.

 The strange 'discord' regarding stamps or not on Express letters is still active (see DYK June) in
that stamps are required only in PK Genève and Zürich, not in the rest of Switzerland.

 Yet another test is being carried out with a 'pink spot' of 30mm diameter, self-adhesive, applied to
some Express letters. Not quite sure why, really fast handling, or letter is being 'followed' to check
actual times, or something. Watch this space.

 The reason why we find so many 'Declared Value' letters from the 19th century is that there were
then no banks for ordinary people and small firms, therefore cash had to be sent by post, and it
was a significant part of postal activities.

 Max H Wehrli, who has written much on the Swiss Hotel Posts, is amazed at Heinz Katcher's find.
Neither is it mentioned in the 1995 book on the subject by M Kottelat.

 The Swiss Coil Stamp Society has published a very useful 8-page A5 booklet in German on the
Swiss ATM Types 1-10.

 The 'touristic' steam line running in the Val de Travers has produced a nice
K cancellation for the 7.9.96, see below, and a number of special covers
and items for collectors, as all these enthusiasts trains do, Blonay, Oberalp,
Rigi and others, mostly attractive and hard to resist.

 Genève 1 Mont Blanc is having
trouble with postbox addressees!
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Did You Know?
 November 1996
 The PTT Library and Documentation is being 'ripped apart'. All philatelic books and periodicals
are now in the PTT Museum, and a comparable infrastructure is being built up (open 8 hours per
week). On top of this the Telecom is taking over all books and documentation applying to
telephony. Improvement?

 A new edition of the Kümmerly+Frey 'Postcode' map has been issued, 1:300 000, for CHF 16.50.
The usefulness has been enhanced with the addition of the cantonal borders.

 A new service 'Florissimail' is being offered. A standard range of flowers is prepared by the
Migros chain of supermarkets, and the post delivers them, in Switzerland only. I have not seen a
label for them, but there must be one. I usually get rockets.

 Once again the OLMA card is being offered by the PTT of St. Gallen, at CHF 4 per card, for the
third time.

 Not to be outdone by the efforts of St.Gallen, Chur and Neuchâtel Philatelic Counters, Bern is
offering eight postcards for Fr.10. They are all of the PHQ type well known in the UK, depicting, in
most cases, a modern stamp enlarged.
I see little use for such cards, mainly because they cannot be used for maximum cards (as they
represent an issued stamp completely). Liechtenstein changed their policy, but the UK has still to
follow, to help Maxicard collectors.

 Liechtenstein is again in the news. On the 2nd of September 1996 they issued a very nice Fr.10
stamp, which was not well received by collectors, now in 1997 they are going to produce one for
FR.20. How many 1000s of sheets of the 1961 Swiss FR.20 are still lying around, unsold? Meters
and SFS labels have taken their place.

 In May 1996 the Swiss Airport of Basel, situated in Mulhouse, France,
celebrated its 50th anniversary, and by an unusual method; a pair of
machine slogans were used. See the illustration below with the French
one above, and the Swiss (No. 4.2.388) below. It is also the nearest
airport to Freiburg in Breisgau, Germany.

 At the Swiss Open in Winterthur, Markus Seitz of Luzern put on sale his new “Handbuch and
Spezial-Katalog 1997” covering all aspects of Frama ATMs of Switzerland and Liechtenstein, 175
pages A5, including 71 pages of historical and technical notes which you won't find anywhere
else. CHF 40, in German.

 In the PTT annual report for 1995 they mention that sales of stamps rose from 699m to 715m, of
which 573m were printed by the PTT and only 142m by Courvoisier. Standing order customers
dropped from 189 000 to 174 000, with about one third foreign.

 A 125-page illustrated “History of the Fischer Post 1798-1832” by Annelies Hüssy, has appeared.
This will be of great help to postal historians and collectors.

 The latest issue of the PTT-published Focus on Stamps mentions that the new version of the
'Year Collection' is vastly improved and is now 68 pages, full of information, in four languages.
(The old red-covered booklet issued since 1982 is finished) The 'Year Set', on one black card
only, remains on the sales list. The former contains a non-postal block.
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Did You Know?
 December 1996
 A new service has been introduced by the SBB/CCF. For quite a number of 100 franc
notes you can travel with the driver over certain main routes and have an off-duty driver
explain all the signals etc. As the waiting list is getting longer perhaps the PTT will allow
philatelists, for a fee, to accompany a postman on his round, and carry his bag!

 Bern main post office, Schanzenpost has now been updated with three new ILV coding
and sorting machines, and that completes the planned renovations. Only three new
installations to come, Sion in 1996 and Chur and Winterthur in 1997. Then with the
eleven 'read only' sorters, all letters will be coded at: the nearest collection point, then
read at the distribution point (which might be the same place in say, a city) to be sorted
automatically into the specific postman's bundle, i.e., no hand sorting needed anywhere.

 The Swiss TV gave full coverage to the Feldman auction in Zürich where the Swedish 3
Sk yellow stamp changed hands for 2,9m CHF. This unfortunately gives the impression
that philately is only for the very rich. They should see me going through the wastepaper
baskets in the POs I come across (and I could mention a few others too).

 Just in time for your Christmas stocking Zumstein is putting on sale their 1997 catalogue
in CD-ROM form, all details, price list and all stamps in colour, in German and French,
for CHF 85. You can order this, and all other stock items;
Internet: http://www.briefmarken.ch

 A new specialist book has been issued by Paul Bach, Basel, on the peculiar 'retouch'
marks found on many stamps from 1932 to 1952 printed by Courvoisier, which were
discovered to be caused by damage to the glass screen used during this period. The
author is Kubli Heinrich. It is in German and French and costs CHF 49.

 It‟s not often that an author publishes five editions of his catalogue/handbook over a
period of 50 years, but this remarkable feat has now been accomplished by Heiner Dürst
with his work on the 'Meter Marks of Switzerland' in German. His 5th edition is now in
two volumes, but the 2nd volume with Type 3 in detail and with all the other special
sections, will appear next year. Volume 1 has 171 pages and costs CHF 20.

 Liechtenstein has done it again, feathers protruding through the
frame of the cancellation, see illustration.

 Users of stamps are increasingly confronted with the problem of
which way is up. From many recent examples the three shown
below are those most often seen.
How does the
upside down
beaver feel?
According to the
artist the one in
the middle is
correct.

 The new self-adhesive stamps are proving popular, and I believe a second printing is
being considered. The stamps do wash off perfectly. The shiny surface does make for a
smudgy cancel at times.
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Did You Know?
 January 1997
 The Swiss parliament took two days to discuss the splitting up of the PTT. The Telecom side
becomes a private firm with 51 of the shares held by the state, and the Post has to battle along
without the subsidy from the telephones. In addition their monopoly for parcels drops from 5 to 2
kg; they keep addressed letters.
If the upper house modifies this, as is possible, then a referendum will be demanded. To give time
for the collection of signatures to demand this, every Swiss law is held in abeyance for 6 months.

 One good thing has come out of this in that the minimum number of club newsletters is back
again at 100, from the 1000 required in January 1996, which means that postage of 15c about,
comes back after having been at 70c. This will save many clubs.

 You can now buy the 70c rabbit „B‟ mail, and the 90c 'A', in rolls of 1000 or 10 000 un-numbered
stamps. However, the official statement says that the 70c cannot be used for bulk mailings of
3000 and over.
When I asked at 'Information' at the Bern HPO "then why print the 70c stamps in rolls at all?” they
said I should come back in the afternoon. But even then they had not been able to find a logical
reason. The reason they had received from 'higher up' was that 'B' letters are to take 2-3 days for
delivery, bulk mailings 5-6 days, therefore, if the latter had a rabbit affixed it might be delivered
too fast: I cannot believe that the large bulk (junk) mailing firms will not use them in their
automatic 'stamp sticking-on machines'. We will see. An article on bulk mailing rates is in
preparation.

 There are no private railway closings planned for 1997, as far as I can see. Only the SBB
Läufelfinger line, west of the main Olten-Basel line, is closing at the end of March, to be replaced
by buses. This is part of the original route laid out by George Stephenson when he recommended
that at Olten the N-S and E-W axes should cross.

 There has been a 'Great Train Robbery' copy near Lausanne where a St Gallen to Geneva
express was stopped and 20, selected, mailbags stolen and put into cars under a bridge. Were
they looking for some perfectly cancelled letters, also rare, these days?

 Two interesting books have appeared. “125 years of the SLM” in German, 142 pages, CHF 50;
this is the story of the firm started by Charles Brown in 1871, the father of the Brown of Brown
Boveri, an Englishman who had a tremendous influence on four major Swiss engineering firms.
The other is the official book on 150 years of Swiss Railways “Bahnsaga Schweiz”, 320 big
pages, lots of photos, mostly in colour, CHF 98, in German. Both worth it.

 In the BBZ for December 1996 there is an interesting article on the first Swiss airmails, by
Alexander S Newall (UK), and this will be followed by a second article on the first flights to
Germany.

 The new self-adhesive stamps are proving popular and, I believe, a second printing is being
considered. They do wash off perfectly. The shiny surface does make for a smudgy cancel at
times.

 I came across a private metal cancel, not for stamps, but for advertising on postcards, made in
1907 for the Bürgenstock lift, which rises 150m to the Hammetschwand peak in 48sec.
When the lift was built in 1905, by
Schindler of Luzern, it took 2½
min.
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Did You Know?
 February 1997
 In his interesting and useful survey of the Bundesfeier cancellations (HNL November 1996); Herr
Gervasi missed the special cancel used in Schwyz for 2 months from 15th June to 15th August
1941 (see below). This caused confusion with the MPO cachet used also in Schwyz, but only on
1st August.
I discovered this cancel during my research on the Rütli cancellations, as
originally asked by Derrick Slate (HNL September 1996). Before I complete
my article could HPS members please examine their stocks and report their
findings to the Editor quickly.

Derrick shows the 'fine-lined' shield and cross,
first day 1.8.41, when was this used again?
The 'six-line' shield in the second example was in use
from 1930 to 1958, but when exactly?

 Put a note in your diary for 2000: Swiss National Exhibition in St. Gallen from 20th to 25th June.
The last time in St. Gallen was in 1959. However they were the only applicant this time, perhaps
because the new president of the VSPhV is from St. Gallen.

 Since January 1996 the PTT has required that the postage stamps be applied directly onto
foreign parcels; previously all those nice high value stamps had to be on the accompanying A5
card, and were never given to the recipient, except in South Africa. When a dealer here found that
out he arranged with a big firm which sent many airmail parcels (special sausages, I believe) to
their agent in SA, that these documents were returned to him. That is the source of most of the
nicely cancelled singles, pairs and blocks of four of the Evangelists.

 The St. Mark Fr.5 is no longer available from the Philatelic Bureau. When it came out in 1961
registration cost 20c, i.e. 40c for a normal letter. Now it is Fr.5, but one doesn't see St. Mark often
on such letters. An item to look for.

 Wine, in packs of 6 or 12 bottles usually, can now be sent by a new PTT parcel service with
guaranteed delivery time (what about shaking?). Perhaps there is a label?

 Sending a wall calendar from Switzerland has become expensive. The B rate to UK is virtually
twice the price of the calendar alone, and A rate to USA . . . So a number of friends will be
disappointed this year, and perhaps the printers here too.

 I have just seen the new optical stamp-reading equipment in action in Lausanne in the renovated
MLO in the main PO. Three new ILVs and now 12 video desks, and a new Cegelec flat sorter.
The stamp-reader, designed in the University of Lausanne, following good test results, has now
been installed in all eight machines (Japanese) so that the position of the stamp can be
determined and the cover turned for cancelling in the correct corner. The value of the stamps on
the cover can also be determined so that it is sent into the A or B stream automatically.
We can therefore expect to have a PTT statement this year that fluorescence will no longer be
needed in Swiss stamps. Nearly 24 years ago, 4.10.63, the first stamps came with phosphor
overprint.

 Sion, in the Valais, has now received a coding and sorting installation from AEG, Constance.
Chur and Winterthur to follow this year. This branch of the bankrupt AEG has now been
purchased by Siemens, so will the name change?
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Did You Know?
 March 1997
 The PTT have released the new plan for eliminating the present 11 KPDs (postal districts), with
the loss of 1000 jobs and 2000 moves to other places, as 40 local 'Sales Regions' are to be
created. Trials start now in reorganization of Lausanne II, Luzern VII, Chur X, and Bellinzona XI.
One wonders what these people have been doing for the past 150 years. Further lack of coordination with new cancels is to be feared.

 The PTT Philatelic Bureau now accepts (at long last) payments from foreign customers via credit
cards, Visa and other popular makes.

 The 150 years of Swiss Railways “Bahnsaga Schweiz” book, mentioned in the December DYK,
can now be obtained in English (CHF 98) as well as German, French and Italian.

 For those who collect silver Cuban coins (and others) don't miss the 1996 10 pesos showing the
first Swiss locomotive. Sorry, I don't have one to Xerox for you.

 The SVPS is planning to issue a supplement to their Machine Cancel Handbook, which will
include a fully updated list of all crowns. The last supplement was in 1994. Richard T Hall wrote a
very good English translation of the complex instructions for using the handbook. If you would like
a copy of this please make a note when you place an order with me.

 Gottfried Honegger has once again issued his annual price list for classic stamps, all illustrated in
full colour. About 100 A5 pages. Write to Kurzestrasse 1, CH-8716 Schmerikon.

 Two big auctions wait before us: Rölli in Luzern, 20-22 February, and Schwarzenbach in Zürich,
21/22 March. It is always interesting to see what fantastic items are presented.

 I have been twice to the new Library now in the Post Museum in Bern. Open only from 2 to 4,
Tuesdays to Fridays, but at other times by arrangement. Some catalogues, Handbooks and other
items are to hand, as well as many periodicals and bound volumes of PTAs. Well worth a visit. All
books and periodicals on Philately are here now, historical postal documentation remains in the
BID at its old location in Bern.

 The Michel list of 276 stamp issuing 'firms' (UN has 180 members) for 1995 shows Switzerland
lying 110th, between Singapore and Bosnia-Herzegovina, with 34 new issues. USA with 217
(repeat 217) lies only 9th! The UK with 58 is in 56th position.

 To gain a little popularity the PTT reduced by about a franc the cost of inland parcels from the 1st
to the 23rd of December 1996. This was limited to non-registered (sorry non-CSI), non-business
and 4kg weight. This was not in the PTA, only in newspapers.
The white label with black printing shown here had to be attached.
They were printed in strips of five. Bern main Post Office ran out
so had to use the old yellow label which included the words
“Don't open before Christmas”.
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Did You Know?
 April 1997
 Four different cancels were used for the ten stamps issued on 11th February, all acceptable to
collectors. The 70c „Globi‟ is a children's character, started by the
Globus Department Store in Zürich, and featured in 65 adventure
books. The latest is 'Globi the Postman'.
All further details in the free PTT publication Focus on Stamps.

 The FD cancel for the four attractive Roman Artefacts was used not only in
Bern, but also in Martigny, in a MPO (No. 6) for the first time, also for the
first time covers could not be sent in for cancelling. The really new thing
was, however, that covers handed in for cancelling having a mixture of
stamps, i.e. old and new, would be cancelled with the MPO date canceller,
without an additional cachet.

 In addition to the new 70c stamp showing a 12 inch figurine, held in the Pierre Gianada Museum
in Martigny, there is also the 20c stamp (Z.701) of 1983, in the same museum.
The three-horned bronze bull's head shown on the
30c Pro Patria of 1974 (Z.163), although found in
Martigny, is in the Valais Museum in Sion. The K
cancel No. 612 was also used by the MPO on this
day. The Museum is shown on the FD cancel.

 In the January DYK I mentioned the curious printing of rolls of stamps that were not to be used:
The explanation has been found; they were used for stamping 'reply paid' envelopes. There is a
greater chance of a positive answer if a stamped envelope is enclosed, as was discovered years
ago by the Readers Digest. It has now taken off here in a big way, with quantities of a million and
above.

 The paper used for printing the 90c stamp in rolls of 1000 and 10 000, had blue fibres in the
paper; prices are now soaring for this interesting variety, which was at first denied by the PTT.
Collectors now realise that hundreds of thousands of these stamps, on the returned letters, were
thrown away when received! Not yet seen on sheet stamps, or booklets, nor for the 70c rabbit. FD
of the 90c coil (Z.887R) is 2.12.96.

 The discrepancies between the various KPD (Postal Districts) have now been resolved in
connection with Express letters. From the 1st of February these letters have to carry stamps or
other payment impressions, the Express Label alone is no longer to be considered as a 'postage
stamp' by itself, as it was in some places, from June 1995.

 The Postal Museum in Bern has been re-named 'Museum of
Communication' as it now belongs to a Trust controlled by the Postal
Service and Telecom. The philatelic library is now also run by this Trust.
See the new K cancel right.

 The price of PTT FDCs and other special covers has gone up from 50c to
70c, at a guess after about 30 years, not bad at all. However, the price of complete FDCs has not
increased as the previous fee of 20c for 'sticking on' has been dropped.

 The old K cancel No.556 of 12.5.71 has been replaced by a new picture of
one of the old houses in Rafz, a picturesque village in the small enclave of
the Canton of Zürich over the river Rhine. Who will discover why the date
shown in cancel (see right) was chosen as the first day of use of K 556a?
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Did You Know?
 May 1997
 On the 21st April the renovated Zürich Sihlpost opened its counters. When built in 1930 it
had been the most up-to-date PO in Europe, with a degree of mechanisation that
exceeded all others in the handling of bags, parcels and containers. At the official reopening of that part in 1992 we were told that the technical jump of 1930 had not been
surpassed.

 The SVPS have issued the 4th Supplement to their two-volume Handbook on Machine
Cancellations, covering May 1994 to December 1996. A4, in German and French. In 34
pages all such cancellations are shown; there is also a new list of town dies, in 48 pages.
Price CHF 28-, including foreign post & packing.

 In a few months if you are searching for a telephone, look for 'Swisscom', that is the new
name.

 The new sorting installation in Winterthur has started trials, with the official start set for
1st June 1997. The code No. is 26; following the usual clockwise numbering, starting
with 1 in Geneva and ending with Bellinzona as 30. This applies not only to the postcode
and postal districts (I - XI), but also to the Swiss Army Infantry Divisions. That, however,
is a military secret.

 The Swiss 'RSPCA' carried out tests with dummy animals to prove to the PTT that their
methods were not good enough, although clearly stated. (See my article in the July 1996
Newsletter.) However, this type of Express parcel applies to less than half a percent, and
that mostly chicks are sent (30%), followed by other birds, mice, rats, snakes, guinea
pigs, fish, bees, and rabbits. In all about 85 parcels a day.

 Details of new stamps and other information can now be called up on http://www.post.ch.
Note that www does not mean 'world-wide waiting', as some suggest. Focus on Stamps
is easier and cheaper, in fact free!

 A centenary missed on 1st May 1994 was that of 'Bernese Time' as a hundred years
before this was abolished and replaced by 'Central European Time'. Until then the train
system of each country used the local time of its own capital as a base. Until the trains
came, every town and village used its own local time exclusively. There was no need for
anything else.

 The local publicity slogan shown below (No.3.94) was withdrawn on 27.10.75, and the
'summer' slogan on 30.9.75, both to be replaced by No.3.180 on 28.10.75.
Now, suddenly, it has been reborn, without any announcement or explanation
(it was probably found in an old drawer).
There is no peace for catalogue editors!
Note the printed 'A' which is often seen on
covers today.
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Did You Know?
 June 1997
 The Swiss Communist Party (PdA) is contesting the split up of the PTT, as they are trying to get
st

the 50 000 signatures necessary by the 21 August 1997. If successful the issue must come
before the whole electorate in a referendum.

 In the St. Gallen postal district customers are now offered another PO service, namely motor car
licence plates. In Switzerland a car owner has his number for life, whatever the cars, and it
belongs to the state and is, in effect, proof that insurance is paid up too.
If I go on holiday outside Switzerland I can give up my licence plates to get a reduction, or if I am
in hospital (except if my wife wants the car). If successful this useful service will be extended.
In the canton of Vaud it was the cow bell maker in Bulle who also stamped out the number plates
for the authorities.

 Switzerland has 3642 POs, each serving on average 1919 persons living in an area of 11 km².
Figures for the UK and USA are: 19 603, 50 087; 2978, 5204; 12, 187. Switzerland having the
smallest area per post office of all the countries listed.

 From 27th June to 2nd November 1997 there is a special exhibition in the 'Museum of
Communication' (previously called the Post Museum) in Bern on 150 years of co-operation
between SBB and PTT, philatelically.
Originally a great deal of all letter sorting was done, most efficiently, in the TPOs. Today there are
virtually none on the SBB routes. Only between the 14 automatic sorting centres are the bags of
sorted mail transported by rail. To these centres from the surrounding POs the daily load of letters
and parcels is taken by road transport and return.
This has the benefit that the trains are no longer held up during the loading and unloading of the
mail bags, and that the route can more easily pick up mail from nearby PO‟s. This has caused the
alteration of a number of postcodes recently to suit the new system. However, there is more
pollution along the roads!

 Between the special cancellations shown below lies a great deal of Swiss aviation history.
Swissair bought five DC-4 machines, in fact some of the last to be made by Douglas, and they
were registered as 'HB-ILA/E/I/O/U'. HB/ILI made the first flight in 1947, but they were hardly used
on the North Atlantic route until 1949.
The 1947 special stamp (Z.42) shows HB/ILA in error.
In Europe they were not popular because of the lack of
a pressurised cabin. But Swissair caught up in August
1951 when they were the first to fly the Atlantic with
new DC-6Bs.

 A clear proof of the honesty of the PTT is shown in the example below. This normal letter was
franked '1.70' instead of only 90c for an 'A' letter (1.70 would have been for an oversized letter).
This over-payment was noticed in Glattbrugg (I went to check!) and the account of the owner of
machine No. 85745 was duly credited with 80c!
I had once found the example of a small rubber stamp shown in the other cancel but had never
tried to find out what 'RM' stood for. Now I know:
'Rückmeldung erstellt' is 'back payment made'. Sometimes I
have seen a manuscript
'RM erst.' for the same
reason. The cancel is in
black.
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Did You Know?
 July 1997
 The Federal Council has given the whole stamp issuing procedure to the PTT. This is a major
step, but I think it has been only a 'rubber-stamping' duty in recent times. We will see if now more
or less stamps will be issued, and if pointless stamps of no great interest, like the two 'Town and
Country' of May, will be considered. Perhaps if the latter pair had had better designs they would
be more acceptable.

 Liechtenstein is celebrating their 125 years Railways with three special stamps on 27th August
1997. The Austrian Railways line from Feldkirch to Buchs runs along 9km of line serving three
stations in the Principality. See the little map in the Newsletter, March 1996.

 The HPO in Chur now has an automatic coding and sorting installation with code 29 as expected,
using one OCR ILV machine coupled to eight video desks. This is the last such plant in the grand
scheme 'Post 2000' to cover all of Switzerland, i.e. the 15th. A short article is in preparation on the
scheme, which has cost millions.

 A neat solution has been found to the problem mentioned on p 25 of the April Newsletter; just
designate the letter “B mail”, which invalidates the 'A' shown on the stamp.

 I have not been able to obtain clear answers to the present practice with TPO station cancels for
the SBB/CFF (the so-called private railways are another matter). I have not seen many TPO
cancels lately, and that knowing that practically all sorting is done in the coding centres, I asked at
the Zürich 'TPO' office. I was told that all letter boxes on the TPOs themselves have been locked
closed for 'a number of years', but that each coach has a canceller still, and that letters can be
handed in for normal cancelling, if you can find someone to hand them to!
Many stations are no longer manned, and another source says
that station masters do not cancel mail on Sundays now.
However, the figures below show
a TPO for 21.V.97 and a station
cancel of 19.5.97, a Sunday. You
can now start collecting 'Last day
of use' cancels, a sad end to a
once important and interesting
area of collecting.

 The PTT announced at the end of May that they were withdrawing all additional items presently
on sale at most POs, such as newspapers, magazines, greeting cards, balls of string, travel
tickets, insurance and many other things. It had all been just a big flop.

 It has been noticed for years that letters can be sent cheaper from, say, Austria to Switzerland via
Copenhagen, or from Portugal to Spain via Rotterdam; mostly bulk mail. Now the PTT have
joined in with a PP 'flag' used in Basel, No. 019MDS.
Attempts to get copies by the SVPS were refused by the PTT as it belonged to a foreign firm,
revealed by the code number for 'returned' mail. Now another has turned up, but printed on a
cover, No. 113 MTS.
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Did You Know?
 August 1997
 The long-awaited collection of 45 tables/articles in the 'Postgeschichte' on the Swiss foreign
airmail rates from 1919, by Roland Kohl, has now been issued in book form. Published by Hans
Schwarzenbach, for CHF 75. (Europe B post). There are 116 A4 pages, in German.

 Giro holders can now have traveller‟s cheques and foreign cash delivered to them by post, the
only cost being the registration of the cover, CHF 5, as the ordering can be done by Freephone.

 Once upon a time the main Swiss export was mercenaries, used all over Europe. The only
remnant is the Pope's Guard in the Vatican, nearly 500 years old. Two recent Vatican stamps
show them in the old uniform, supposedly designed by Michelangelo. They are all trained Swiss
Army Soldiers, familiar with modern weapons too. Otherwise Swiss are not allowed to serve in
foreign armies.
The last attempt to form a Swiss unit was by the British to help out in the Crimea in 1854, as
revealed by some letters found by Zumstein. Individuals have, however, served on all sides in
modern wars, and been jailed on their return.

 The PTT has just released figures for their annual payments to the SBB/CFF showing a sharp
decline. It has fallen from CHF 155m in 1992 to only 124m in 1996, with a predicted 108m in
1998. This was to be expected and the reasons have been mentioned here in detail already.

 The Swiss firm Müller Martini (well-known for office machinery) has received a number of
important orders. They are to fully equip the three new parcel sorting offices in Daillens,
Hürkingen and Frauenfeld, and, following successful trials in Zürich, to provide flat-sorters for
Bern and Zürich.

 The 70c „Globi‟ stamp of 11.3.97 has become a big success with two reprints. The children's book
'Globi and the Post' has sold more than any of its predecessors in the 60-year series.

 Ordinary POs have only the CHF 20 St. John high value stamp of 1961 on sale. Perhaps the very
high prices for foreign parcels will help to reduce stocks. Some Philatelic Counters still have the
5fr and 10fr stamps in limited quantities.

 The origin of the name 'Strubeli' as applied to some favourite Swiss stamps is covered in depth in
the July issue of Tell. Briefly it means 'tousled hair' and comes from a German children‟s story (for
more detail refer to the RESEARCH section on the Society‟s website www.swiss-philately.co.uk).

 I came across the following five customs cancels in the PTT records recently. Has anyone seen
them used? (What do the abbreviations on two of them mean - P.V. and G.-V.?)
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Did You Know?
 September 1997
 The Communist Party (PdA) of Switzerland, as the only political grouping which tried, have failed
to get enough signatures to force a general referendum, so the separation of the Telephones from
the Post will now be implemented on 1st January 1998.

 A few months ago I noticed a red British letter box at the centre of tourist Luzern at the
Schwannen-Platz; now Tony Hoyle has cleared up the mystery. In 1991 (700 Year celebrations)
Bournemouth - twinned with Luzern - gave them this letter box, an original idea. However, I doubt
if letters to UK are allowed with GB stamps.

 A similar 'twinning' idea is behind the new Swiss-Thailand joint stamps, the visit 100 years ago of
the King of Siam to Switzerland. More details in the September issue of the BBZ and in Focus on
Stamps. The matching Thailand stamps had not then been seen.

 The remarkable thing for philatelists about the Swiss stamp, is that it is the first without
fluorescence in the paper, made possible by the new optical recognition device to face the covers
for cancelling and coding, designed by the University of Lausanne and now fitted to the Japanese
CFCs in Geneva, Lausanne, Bern, Basel, Luzern, Zürich (2), Winterthur and
St Gallen. The coloured fibres in the new paper, however, fluoresce like the new Swiss bank
notes, to deter fakers.

 Phosphor paper was introduced in Switzerland on the 4th of October 1963 for four values only to
assist trials, as the first 'reading' machine (Telefunken, Germany) was installed only in 1968 in
Bern, followed by Geneva in 1978. So until the first two machines were installed in Zürich in 1992
not many stamps printed on phosphor paper were actually used for facing.

 The booklet with eight self-adhesive 90c stamps of 10.9.96 has proved a great success, and has
been reprinted three times. However, the promised 70c version has not appeared.

 The important almost-quarterly 'Postgeschichte' (Postal History) magazine is losing its founder
and editor, Hans Schwarzenbach after 18 years. Any takers?

 The Swiss PTT has a subsidiary 'Post International' which has a courier firm (from 1996) in Italy
who collect mail, mostly postcards, from holiday resort hotels. This is taken each day to either
Chiasso or Locarno for cancelling, sorting and rapid sending out into the world.
The 'stamps' are self-adhesive, exactly the same size as the 90c stamps above, but printed by
another firm, and issued in booklets of eight identical stamps. I don‟t know what price the hotels
sell them at. The colour is blue with pink, and the text reads 'P.P. CH-6830 Chiasso 1'. Who has
seen one? Charles LaBlonde sent me some from the USA to start my investigation!

 In 1513 Appenzell joined the old Swiss Confederation, as the 13th and last member, but in 1597
religious difficulties tore the tiny canton apart, forming the catholic inner part AI and the outer
reformed part AR. The word Rhoden (Rh) means
cleared forest (cf. Roding Valley in Essex). The
Protestants were allowed to use the same bear on
their flag (see the special cancels right). Note that
the two parts of I.Rh to the east are the same
village, 9413 Oberegg. What does VR stand for on
the flag of AR?
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Did You Know?
 October 1997
 On the 1st September a gang of five, mainly Italians, got into the Fraumünsterpost in Zürich and,
without violence, made off with 53 million CHF in used notes, leaving 17m behind as their van
was too small, but still the biggest PO robbery ever! A week later 20m had been found and 14
persons arrested, including the PTT 'inside' man. The remaining robbers face a tough problem,
how do you spend 33m in cash, when the two most used notes of 100 and 1000 CHF are to be
replaced soon.

 The latest combined issue of 12th September, Swiss/Thailand is a bit of a flop as the two stamps
have very little in common, not even the size and shape; see examples.
Adolf Duecher, the Swiss Federal Councillor shown on the stamp, served
for 29 years until his death in 1912, but did nothing remarkable except, it
seems, to have the very
'modern' King of Siam to
lunch in 1897.
The Swiss stamp, however,
launches a new nonluminescent paper, with
security fibres which are
visible only under UV light
where they show up yellow and blue, and are more
visible from the back.

 Sales of the four Sport stamps were as follows: 1986 - 13m, 1989 - 5.6m, 1992 - 4.1m, 1996 2.5m. The main reason for this debacle is that the artist was not allowed to show a clearly defined
sport, so the millions of thematic collectors did not buy any.

 On 27th September the PTT celebrates 140 years of TPOs, with a special
cancellation in Zürich (below), just as the whole system fades into
oblivion. I have not yet been able to find out when the last TPO cancel will
be applied, but it has been announced that 150 letter and parcel wagons
have been scrapped. Also that a number of sorting coaches have been
given to Bosnia, as that is cheaper than dismantling them in Switzerland.

 The new EMS 'stamps' are causing a lot of excitement here, are they stamps or not, the BBZ
asks. On the one hand they carry no name 'Helvetia' so are not stamps, but are they the first of
many such stamp-replacement labels to come, as the postal service mutates in the face of
globalisation.
Of the three colourful labels, 55x37mm, for Europe, US/Canada, and Rest of the World, each is
sold only in sheets of six labels, self-adhesive, at CHF 665. The Philatelic Bureau will sell a set of
three at CHF 133.-. As these labels are stuck to EMS delivery papers, and defaced at the counter
by removal of a piece, I am told that this paper is not available to the recipient of the large card
cover for A4 documents, so 'used' in the philatelic sense is not possible.

 Another, more pleasing, item from Bern is an A5 booklet of the twelve Animal definitives issued
from 6.3.90 to 28.11.95. Each double page has a mint stamp and a colour photograph with a
description in German, French, Italian, and English. Ideal for brushing up one's languages. Price
CHF 19.50; and one can use the stamps.
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Did You Know?
 November 1997
 Telecom PTT has proudly announced that it is costing them CHF 20m to change their name to
'Swisscom', as from 1st October. At the end of 1997 the post office will spend untold millions on
removing the Swiss cross and PTT logo from everything imaginable. The name will then be in
German 'Die Post', French 'La Poste', Italian and Romansch 'La Posta'.
Why the official name in English 'Swiss Post' is not used everywhere is
inexplicable. Any new product, from perfume to cat food, has to have an
English-sounding name to be successful, so why not post offices as well,
following the telephone, see Fig.1.
Fig. 1

 On the other hand, there is no money for post office records and archives generally. As the
eleven regional directorates have now been dissolved, their local archives, or what is left, will go
to Bern, to an unknown future.

 A wonderful source of revenue, the cancelling of mint stamps, in sheets, blocks and singles, was
first allowed 1909. I wonder if Switzerland was the first country to do this.

 The new joint issue, Switzerland and Sweden (13.11.97) will be engraved by the world master
Czeslaw Slania, which will be the first time a Swiss stamp (two in fact) will have the honour.

 60 years ago the first 'Day of the Stamp' function was held in Geneva on 10th January 1937,
without an official cancellation: has anyone seen the red cachet applied by the Geneva Philatelic
Club? The next event was in Bern on the 5th December 1937 with a cancel in German and
French (Pen No.S179).

 The TPO Wil-Kreuzlingen-Wil stopped cancelling mail on 1st June 1997. I am still trying to find out
which TPOs remain in service.

 The Zumstein CD-ROM 1996 was late and the 200 copies were sold out in weeks. Now the 1998
version will be available on time, still for CHF 85. Don't forget that the computer can reproduce
256 colours. A French version is being worked on. Zumstein say that fewer youngsters have
bought it than expected. All stamps of CH, FL, and UN Geneva are shown with many details.

 Not only is the standard Zumstein to hand, but also the dealers' catalogue, both at CHF 23. The
latter comes in two versions as last year, in that the German version has the titles and some
notes on the classic stamps in French too. The French version has only French texts.

 A well-known dealer Axel Herms (PO Box 116, CH-6315 Oberägeri) has put out the first (actually
volume 2) of four A5 booklets on many aspects of stamp collecting, in German only. This booklet
has innumerable tips and much background information on a wide range of stamps, which is not
to be found in the usual catalogues. It is a good buy at CHF 12.

 Figure 2 shows a Basel 2 transit cancel (in French)
introduced in 1908 and used until the early 1940s,
following the usual modifications (Fig.3) about 1916-20,
Who has seen one used?


Fig. 2
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Did You Know?
 December 1997
 For the First Day of the pair of Swiss-Swedish stamps commemorating the Nobel prizes, 13th
November 1997, a Special PO was erected in the University of Zürich, which sold Swedish and
Swiss stamps, applied the appropriate cancels, and where the engraver of the stamps, Czeslaw
Slania, signed FDCs etc. More details in Focus on Stamps.

 The Swiss PTT has also given Romania some of its old TPOs. Anyone going there who could
check on their present duties?

 Zumstein have given up their well-known Europa Catalogues, after untold years, to the
disappointment of many collectors here.

 Once upon a time when we owned the PTT (or GPO), we could ask questions and get useful
answers. Now we get "that is marketing info, which would help our competitors" (for 4-5 years
now the PTT no longer publish their comprehensive yearly statistics), or "that section no longer
made a profit, so it has been re-organized" (into oblivion), or "to cut costs we now have no staff to
keep such records".
What will the postal historians study in the future? Analyse e-mail on the Internet? The new
owners, the shareholders, are only interested in the yearly dividend.

 The above applies to the new PTT subsidiary, Swiss Post International, see DYK September and
the Newsletter front page for November, as no further details have been found out, except that
some hotels charge 1200 lira per label, which can then be used for a postcard or a letter, to
anywhere, even Italy.
This to me is chaos. Perhaps if the volume of plain postcards (normal price 900 lira) to
Switzerland and Germany is high enough, then the odd letter to the USA, by air, is of no great
consequence. The SPI now operate in the UK, and most other countries in Europe, but mainly for
bulk re-mailings. I don't think other countries will allow the Italian PP stamp trick. Perhaps I am
wrong.

 The Philatelic Bureau (now styled 'Stamps and Philately') will not issue their old 'Preliminary
Stamp Programme' for the coming year, "To have greater flexibility" they say; I doubt if this means
less stamps issued each year.

 In the Museum for Communications (Bern) I was allowed, under supervision, to rummage about in
some boxes of old cancellers, and found the two versions of Pen No. 53 (CHF 10), Figure 1.
Figures 2 and 3 show details of the Pen version and the rare new type, which to my knowledge
was first published by H Fankhauser at the time of GABRA III in September
1994 in his book
on all aspects of
the 1914 National
Exhibition.
Fig.1

Fig. 2

Fig. 1

 Figure 4 shows a most peculiar label, it says: "The sender does not require this to be returned
should it be refused by the addressee" and stuck on to a registered letter from a sickness benefit
firm. Why register it if not that important? (Label is white.)

 At the end of September 1997 the Frama ATM Machines
put on trial in Basel, Biel, and Zürich for operation by
phonecard, were withdrawn, as the old type of magnetic
card is no longer on sale. There were originally ten, but
this had become six.
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Did You Know?
 January 1998
 The PTA, the official weekly bulletin of the PTT, dies at the end of 1997; to be replaced by what?
New stamp issues in the quarterly Focus on Stamps, new postal services (unknown), closed
foreign routes, and re-opening (unknown), and many other public announcements are left hanging
in the air.
Cancellation information, special cancellations, new slogans, closed POs and similar items will be
given in a new publication 'Stempel News' (Cancel News) to be issued free by the Philatelic
Services. If it is to be weekly or monthly is not stated. We will see.

 Another change is that from January 1998 there will be no slogans used which advertise
Swisscom services (machine cancellations of Group 1) unless, perhaps, they are paid for
separately?

 Once again, without PTA mention, there will be cheaper inland parcels from 10th to 22nd
December, called 'Colis Noel', and with a white label.

 Practically only for PTA subscribers, six new 90c special stamps are announced for issue on 5th
January. These are to celebrate 200 years since the French invasion, and 150 years of the new
Swiss Constitution, as well as the separation of the postal from the telephone services in January
1998. There are also two 70c postcards with an historical illustration.

 The Swiss PO, which handles all UN mail in Bosnia namely from Liestal to Sarajevo, has brought
out 30 000 letters and 1600 parcels, with 20 000 letters and 5000 parcels going in. Only 20% of
the original POs in Bosnia are functioning.

 With the new software more and more handwritten addresses are being read in the coding
machines so that letters can be sorted automatically to the postman's walk; long possible with
typed letters.

 The Pro Juventute First Day cancel of 20.11.97 just appealed to me, the
effect of the waterline has been used so well, see illustration.

 One of the firms which organise items of great rarity has discovered that
there are 163 Swiss Alpine Club huts, each with its own 'Hut Stamp', in
rubber, of no postal value at all. But now you can subscribe to the series of 163 sheets, illustrated,
for CHF 12.25 each. Dare I say it - don't miss this chance to fill your waste bin.

 The system of sending on underpaid letters without delay, but asking the sender, via a postcard,
to send in the missing amount, without surcharge, has been modified in Zürich at least. Instead of
the previous handstamp in black they now use a meter impression in red.
See the illustration right, sent by Tony Hoyle. This also gives them a total
for the day. See also a previous article in the Newsletter of August 1996.

 Pitney Bowes have been introducing their new 'Easy Mail' system for about 3 years worldwide
and now in Switzerland. Shown below, together with a UK type. The 11 digits provide a code for
machine identification, and to separate mailing costs of different departments, of a particular firm.
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Did You Know?
 February 1998
 The first issue of the Swiss Post 'Stempel News' has not yet appeared. Non-philatelic information
on general changes to the postal services is still hanging in the air; we have heard that a new
publication, in newspaper format, is being planned. It just shows how easy it is to destroy a
functioning system, before one has something else to offer one's customers.

 A dealer in Swiss stamps has received a lot of newspaper coverage for his 'service' of providing
customers with mint Swiss stamps at below face value. Firstly he supplies firms at CHF 200
minimum order value, and always old stamps which are still valid. He gets these from auction
houses and individuals who stacked up piles of sheets in the sixties and seventies. His turnover in
1997 was some CHF 800 000. However, he says that his stamps are being collected by the
recipients of business letters, so perhaps that will feed back into a rise in interest in philately.

 The new (7.1.98) block of four special stamps for 150 years of the New Constitution and 200
years since the French occupation, do not bear comparison with those of 1948, as forcibly pointed
out by Zumstein in the January BBZ.
Please don't ask them, or me, what the splashes of colour represent. What
is clear is that the outline of the country, as shown more clearly in the FD
cancel (see left), does seem to indicate where there are holes in the frontier
which can be used by those looking for asylum, a political hot potato today.

 A new customer-operated parcel weighing and stamping machine is to be tried out soon; four
manufactured by Frama. We will see how much better it is than the IBM experimental machine
used last year in Aarau. There I was told only philatelists had the time to work through all the
'easy to read' instructions.

 The number of special cancellations, including slogans, fell by just over 10% in 1997 compared
with 1996, i.e. 172 instead of 196. In 1995 it was 240. This was because many postcodes
changed and new K-cancels were made to suit. Dr Jann Etter keeps these figures for the SVPS
and the NZZ, most usefully.

 In 1996 Liechtenstein made a name for itself with the feathers, wings and other things which
broke through the outer ring of the FD cancels. Now in 1997 they used, for their usual four issues
per year, motifs from the four seasons, i.e. appropriate flowers (see below). From their latest
brochure it seems this idea is being repeated.

 The Swiss 'Ganzsachen-Verein' has issued No. 2 of their series of special studies, this one
devoted to the Suchard postcards issued from 1875 to 1912. Philippe Suchard was born in 1797
near Neuchâtel, and after completing an apprenticeship as a confectioner he went to America. In
1826 he returned and founded the first mechanical chocolate factory in Switzerland at Serrières,
near Neuchâtel.

 According to Zumstein there is an increase of interest in Swiss stamp booklets, therefore they
have included eleven pages in their 1998 catalogue on all booklets, normal, Pro Juventute, Pro
Patria, Sport, and the little ‘Tickets’, with practically all front covers shown in colour and all priced.
The 1910 5c Tell Boy going for CHF 5500.
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Did You Know?
 March 1998
 Swiss Post is busily removing all signs of its predecessor, the PTT; no costs spared, but it will still
take time. I will still use SP as a suitable abbreviation.

 Perhaps as a consequence of the flourishing trade in mint stamps mentioned last month, the SP
(rumour has it) will soon be announcing plans to demonetise all old stamps and stationery,
starting with all items issued in 1969 and before. Then for the following decades, until new issues
will have a life of 5 years only.

 If there was a prize for the most idiotic stamp, the fight would be won by the new definitive 90c,
showing a road marking post, where not even the Canton is mentioned. One should in time have
one for every Canton, at least. Thematic collectors will no doubt rejoice, that item has been
missing in all Road Transport and similar themes, congratulations to the SP.

 The new set of three SP postcards for the Olympic Winter Games candidacy in Sion in 2006 (and
for Nagano 1998) are quite attractive, but at CHF 4 the set, rather expensive, i.e. CHF 1.33 each.
However, they are marked 'Taxe Perçue', so are valid for everywhere in the world. The FD was
5.2.1998. Hardly any notice given.

 Two issues of the fortnightly 'Stempel News'
have appeared announcing, as before, new
special, K and machine slogans. Also, the FD
cancel for Sion, for the candidacy for the
12.2.98 (see right).

 I received two letters from the SA Philatelic Bureau where '8049 Zürich' had been left out,
however, somehow with the new computerized address lists both letters were delivered, from the
name and street only.

 The strip of four 'Happy People' stamps has aroused some comment, as living people are not
allowed on current stamps, but who are they, perhaps they are now famous?

 Going back to the query on 'GV' & 'PV' I have been able to clear this up; GV = Grande Vitesse
and PV = Petite Vitesse but what does it mean in practice?
Various cancels are known with these letters, but were used only on rail-freight documents, not on
postage stamps. PV was used for 'Frachtgut', green forms, ordinary freight; GV was for 'Eilgut',
red forms for fast handling on freight trains; then there were 'Bahn-Express' yellow forms, where
smaller-sized packages could be sent by passenger train.
The offices for the GV and PV were separate at the various stations and, therefore, the customs
offices as well, as shown on the two customs cancels in the DYK column of August 1997.

 In the BID Bern I found in the card index a new machine cancel crown for 6830 Chiasso 1, 28mm,
reserved for the Swiss Post International, see below.
See also the stickers used on periodicals coming from Italy. The first shows
the old name MS for Mondial Sped (as on the stamp booklet) MIL for Milano,
and the new one with SPI and ML for
Milano. This is, of course, the
profitable part of the business.
Normal Chiasso 1 machine cancels
have 22mm crowns.
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Did You Know?
 April 1998
 Swiss Post says they have no plans to invalidate old stamps. I imagine that collectors, stamp
dealers and the Philatelic Services have presented many positive reasons for leaving things as
they are. On the other hand one hears that as soon as most POs are equipped with the new
terminals, then payment for parcels will no longer be possible with stamps, only cash or credit
card, to suit the standard coded address labels now coming into use.

 The split-up of the old PTT into Swisscom and La Poste is proceeding; the liberalization allows

competition for both telephone and postal services. The ‘Post’ retains the monopoly on letters and
parcels only up to 2kg. The richer ‘Telephones’ have for years subsidized the post, now the post
stands alone. However, the Federal Council is still the main shareholder of the re-organized post
to ensure that all parts of the country are equally served. Naturally this is not easy and costs have
to be reduced. We will see how it develops.

 The old labels for foreign Express mail have been replaced with the UK type
which is, apparently, now the world standard. I cannot think of a poorer
design, see example right. Prices remain the same, an additional CHF 8 for
all countries. From 1.2.98 the reference of the label is Form No. 237.22.

 There is a new service 'Priority Business' (English name, naturally) for a
guaranteed delivery time for parcels into four zones in Europe. The cheapest
is for a 2kg parcel to Germany at CHF 48, but a part of the customs costs are
included. All four zones lie north of the Alps. I found out about these two
items by accident, now there is no PTA (official bulletin) to tell normal customers about changes in
services, only 'internal' memos.

 The three new official postcards I mentioned last month for the Nagano Winter Olympics in Japan
are sold only by the Philatelic Counters, so that the ordinary PO has no idea about them nor, of
course, what 'Taxe Perçue' means. Is this the new philosophy, new stamps and other items only
for collectors and philatelic subscribers?

 So far this year one has heard only strong words against the number, and quality, of the new
stamps, and lack of warning. It seems that the new 90c 'road post' has found some interest in the
theme of 'Dogs, and their Habits'. I refuse to buy it, or use it.

 Another disaster was the joint 'Swiss-Thailand' issue. The Thais were apparently not prepared to
print a commoner on the same stamp as their king. The firm of Bach in Basel has found the way
to get hold of Thai FDCs, see left, in which they have
reduced the Swiss cancel diameter by 2mm, and
enlarged their own by 2mm.
I have mentioned before that this up-and-coming firm
produces price lists with useful groupings of similar
stamp categories. Their latest list 'Winter 98' is worth
getting, from Jean Paul Bach AG, Steinenvorstadt 53,
CH-4010 Basel.

 Another item in the new list is a PJ booklet, issued by the Basel office only, containing three
blocks of four of the 'official' 70c
fish, and the other 70c
mistletoe, and the 90c frog.
The example shown here gives
the impression that the stamps
are se-tenant, but they are not.
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Did You Know?
 May 1998
 A new contract is being drawn up between Liechtenstein and the newly independent Swiss Post
to regulate the postal affairs of the two countries for 1.1.99. No changes in practice are expected,
as the Swiss government is still in charge of postal policy.

 It seems likely, therefore, that similarly a new agreement is needed to be made with the UNO. I
wonder if they will have the sense to drop the ridiculous issue of BIT, WHO, UPU and other
stamps whose only purpose is to be bought by stamp collectors. Mention this to the Philatelic
Bureau in Bern with your next order.

 The sedate NZZ had a good idea for a 1st April whiz. The previous
Postal Director Jean-Noel Rey is not being re-elected, for a number of
reasons. Some say he is responsible for the dramatic drop in popular
appeal of recent stamp issues. The hastily-produced stamp for the
promotion of Sion 2006 Winter Olympics was 'overprinted' with a text
commemorating the rise in price of a normal letter from 50 to 90c during
his 'reign' from 1990 to 1998.

 The demise of the 11 Postal Districts is now documented in the new cds of ordinary PO’s. See
example left for the latest one newly issued to Roveredo in the Italian-speaking part of
Graubünden on 16.2.98 (with PK No.11), and the example right for Cortaillod on 19.3.98, the first
without PK No. 4 (Neuchâtel).
Note that 'GR' is needed for the former to distinguish it
from the place with the same name in Canton Ticino.
Both these cancels appear to be replacements for
damaged ones.

 At last on the 8th September 1998 the SP will issue the promised booklet of ten 70c self-adhesive
stamps. The poor appeal of the 90c did not prevent their success so it will be interesting to see
how the 70c will go with 2 x 5 pictures of youth, leisure and sport.

 On 25.11.98 there will be a curious China/Switzerland joint issue, a 70c Chillon and a 20c
Chinese Bridge No. 24. With two of each you can send a letter to China.

 From the 29th April until the 3rd May there will be the 12th International Book and Press Show in
the Genève Palexpo, which for the first time will include the Europhilex '98 philatelic exhibition and
bourse. A good idea, pity I will not be able to go.

 The well-known green Giro ‘inpayment’ forms have been replaced by a modified version in pale
pink. I don't know if green was the colour used in 1906 when the Giro started, but it was an
immediate success, as the banks were not interested in small customers. Switzerland was not the
first, but perhaps the only country where the payee at
the counter does not have to pay the transfer costs
(giro to giro being free).
This can result in a serious loss to club finances, so
most clubs now have a higher fee if dues are paid at
the PO counter. See left for an example of the 1956
slogan.

 At last we have been able to get an example of the
new SPI PP slogan used in Milano for SVPS New
Issue Service subscribers. The illustration shows it
as used on mail going through Chiasso.

 The Philatelic Society of Rapperswil-Jona has decided to boycott Swiss stamps by sending all
their mail to members via Liechtenstein. Who will follow?
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Did You Know?
 June 1998
 It was announced in the PTA that, in August 1996, new counter computer-controlled parcel and
letter labels would be on trial at some POs in Geneva and Lausanne. I sent three addressed
covers to Genève Rive with an open signed postal cheque. A week or so later I received a letter
from Rive saying that the machines would not be ready for service on the FD announced, but my
letters, with parcel labels would be sent as soon as possible.
(See the Newsletter, September 1996.)
On the 18th April 1998 I received the three covers, with the
FD of another trial with a new style of label (see figure 1).
Note the weight of the letter, but minimum parcel rate as
requested in 1996. Not bad, bravo PTT/SP. Figure 2 shows
a B letter of the
same machine
type.
Figure 1

Figure 2

 Another positive story: My son sent a letter from Winterthur to me, but it didn't arrive. He asked at
Winterthur PO and was told that all lost letters went to a central 'Lost & Found' depot in Chiasso.
He had to fill out a long form and pay CHF 10. Three weeks later they told him "not found'', and
paid the 10 back to him!

 The SP is still without a General Director; 65 replied to the advertisement, but none were suitable.
Only Swiss can apply.

 In 1993 the Pro Patria charity led with two low-value stamps of 60c each, followed by the Pro
Juventute in the same year, and both have followed each year since. Now the Pro Patria has put
out a set of five stamps, 2 x 70c and 2 x 90c, and one for 110c (for Europe). The Pro Juventute is
not following the idea in 1998, at least, but still not a bad idea.

 The Pro Patria issued four different versions of their new booklet in 1989; I think more by accident
than by design. However, the Pro Juventute booklet shown in the April DYK is different, and I
think it is a form of 'co-operation' between J P Bach and the local Pro Juventute organisation,
which causes more harm than good.
As John Cordingley mentioned in last month’s Newsletter, one thinks it is an official issue, but it is
not. It must be remembered that the Pro Patria and Pro Juventute booklets have never been
produced by the PTT in any way, except for providing sheets of stamps, mint or cancelled (in a
flat-bed printing machine for the whole sheet), and then taking over a number of booklets, put
together in sheltered workshops, for sale at philatelic counters only.
The charity organisations sell more via school children and door to door. They should not
authorise 'specials' arranged by dealers, nor should the SP provide them with cancelled sheets.
Only in this are the PTT/ SP to blame.

 The other point raised by John last month, about his block of nine stamps, is tricky. I think that the
Philatelic Bureau should provide this service, but where does it end, and which other countries do
it, should it be free, or at twice the price?

 In Luzern there was a new style of exhibition presented by Rolf Rölli, together with the Swiss
Postal History Society, local philatelic societies and others. 'Stamps Tell Stories' was the title and
‘invited’ exhibitors were expected to explain their collection to the interested public at specific
times. A very good idea, with high public attendance. Five stamp designers signed covers. On
show also was the set of 12 volumes of the 1926, 1943 and 1958 cancel registration cards, in
facsimile, at CHF 1200.
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Did You Know?
 July 1998
 The new opening hours of the Museum of Communications in Bern (formerly the Post Museum)
are now reduced from 8 to 2 per week: 2pm to 4pm on Wednesdays. Unfortunately this reflects
the lack of interest among philatelists for the written word. However, up to 20 black and white
copies and 2 coloured can be obtained free, but if they have to do research for you that costs
CHF 60 per half hour. Try them. Philatelic literature, books and magazines are sent free, but the
return postage has to be paid by the sender.

 I have not been able to find out which TPOs have been taken out of service when the summer
timetable was in force from 24th May 1998. But the 'Burgdorf-Langnau' TPO travelled only as far
as Zollbrück from 1.6.97, therefore this cancel was replaced with an SBB type 'BahnpostAmbulant'.
This has happened before when the indicated route has changed. I have heard that in June 1999
all TPOs will be withdrawn, as all sorting will be done only in the big centres. See the February
edition of the Newsletter.

 Also shown in the February Newsletter was a temporary cancel of Coppet dated 29.IX.04.
According to the latest catalogue of these cancels by Pierre Guinand of Morges in September
1990, this cancel has a nominal value of CHF 45, i.e. plus 50%. It is the 6th of 13 shown, a large
number for such a small place. M Guinand is pleased to hear of any new discoveries.

 The SPI have informed me that they are going to put out four new booklets this year for postcards
from Italy (see the Newsletter of September and November 1997). Four new pictures are to be
used, of Venice, the Coliseum in Rome, Naples, and Milano, per booklet. I have not seen them
yet.

 The Roll of Distinguished Philatelists is being signed this year by, among others, the well-known
Swiss philatelist Teddy Dahinden, for many years President of the VSPhV and chief organizer of
the NABA in Zürich in 1984, and others. His main collecting field is (was) Astro-Philately, and no
collection in that field have I found to be so well founded in science as his, not a welter of covers
from the moon etc. Congratulations. He is also a main promoter of the 'Open Class'.

 In the last week of May four Frama machines were put on trial in Bern, Geneva, La Chaux-deFonds and Zug. I visited the last on the first day. Dealers were being rationed to 15 minutes a
time; as I would have had to wait 3 hours, I didn't. The machine issues the usual Frama Four
Seasons ATM stamps, either as stamps or for a letter, or for a parcel, in the correct value. The
four-colour touch screen seems easy to use and one can select German, French, Italian or
English, and the receipt comes out in this language.
Only the receipt indicates that this machine has been
used, as the stamps are normal. Parcels can be
weighed, but registration cannot be selected (at least
not yet). Change is given only in stamps, and payment
can be made with cash or a card. A typical receipt is
shown left.

 It is not often that a living philatelist is shown on a cancellation, but
Austria has done it to honour Roland Kohl for his latest handbook
on Austrian Airmails. Very well deserved. He is best known for his
work on the Swiss 'Luftpost Handbuch' and his book on the AirRates from Switzerland.
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Did You Know?
 August 1998
 For the first time the US Post Office launched a new issue outside the USA, i.e. in Berlin on the
26th June for the stamp commemorating the Berlin Airlift.
The NZZ comments that Switzerland beat them to it, in that the Swiss 90c stamp 'Sion 2000' was
launched in Japan on 12th February 1998. They do not mention that this affair, with the three
postcards, did not do much to help Jean-Noll Rey from being sacked. The new PO Chief is Reto
Braun, brought back from North America as a top manager.

 There are many rumours about how the new Post will be reorganized. One is that the yellow
postal coaches, long a loss maker, will be taken over by the SBB, as they are really an extension
of the railway system.
Looking back 150 or so years, only the Post moved letters, parcels, cash and people around
Switzerland. This centralization has gradually been eroded, by the railways (at first all private), by
the banks, and now more and more by private parcel carriers. So the world changes.

 Now is the time when people start to have their mail diverted to their Swiss holiday addresses, by
filling in a form about 10 days in advance and paying CHF 5.7. Or the mail can be held back at
the local PO. Parcels in Zürich, and other big towns, get distributed separately from letters, they
also get sent on. Privately delivered newspapers can also be sent on by post, by informing the
publishers. The system has worked well for decades. Only optimists try to have their mail redirected to a foreign country.

 I have just received the first letter, from St Gallen, with the new coding layout of the orange-red
bars. It partially follows the new German system. More details later. I heard about it some months
ago, but expected it later in the year.

 When announcing the latest three stamps of the new series in Focus on Stamps a list was given,
rather belatedly, of matching postmarks for the first six stamps. For the ridiculous 90c (nobody
has ever sent an envelope to me using one) they give 7558 Strada in Graubünden. I will check it
out; if only we had a dog!

 The SP is very busy removing all 'PTTs', with religious fervour, one could
say. Below is an example of the new 'Philatélie' cancels used at ten
philatelic counters. In this Zürich example the postcode has been changed
from the 8022, which indicated that the counter was in the old
Fraumünsterpost building, and the 'PTT' has been removed from
'Philatélie'. One must now ask where it is to be found, as all now have
neutral postcodes, with no branch office given.

 The new 70c booklet will be issued on the 8th September 1998, with five different stamps per
page. There will be no FD service as such because no one has yet invented a machine to stick
self-adhesive stamps automatically on to covers. However, the thoughtful SP is providing blank
covers and a suitable FD cancel for DIY collectors.
The stamps themselves do have a youthful appeal and will be a success. As with the 90c booklet
these self-adhesive stamps can be washed off the rubber adhesive. Does anyone know of any
other country which has this feature? The USPO recently announced that 80% of the stamps they
sold were self-adhesive, with a rising tendency.
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Did You Know?
 September 1998
 In 1997 Courvoisier of La Chaux-de-Fonds printed 325 stamps for 29 countries, the main six
being: Bosnia, San Marino, Thailand, Ethiopia, Senegal & Taiwan. How many of them do you
collect?

 A famous Swiss General was captured by the British when wounded, after being in action against
them. That taught him a lesson, which has benefited many. Don't guess; an article is in
preparation.

 The 'Fund for Furthering Philately' has laid down new principles: the present capital is just below
CHF 6m, and it must not be allowed to fall below 5m; each of the four newly defined areas of
operation have more freedom within a strictly defined budget. St. Gallen 2000 being the next big
exhibition.

 In 1840 the UK introduced a uniform rate of postage over the whole kingdom. On the 1st January
1973 Switzerland followed, when the 10km local rate was abolished. Has anyone seen a table
stating when other countries took this big step? So far I have not found one on the subject of
uniform postage.

 On the 1847 railway timetable there was a small note, affecting the trains running from Zürich to
Baden and back, it says "The above departure times are according to the station clock,
passengers please note". This is a real sign of the times. Until then each place had its own time,
midday being more or less when the sun was at its zenith.
With the railways this all changed, across the whole world. In 1851 'Bernese Time' was
introduced, using the telegraph system for co-ordination. Paris, Berlin and others also. So for the
30-minute trip, including stops in Dietikon, Schlieren and Altstetten, the station clocks ensured
synchronization, but who set all these clocks, there was no telegraph then (the railways were the
first to use it). Did the loco driver's watch do the job? Probably.

 Another railway story has come to light, not so amusing. On the 11th March 1997 a firm in Basel
produced nice FDCs having all four of the stamps celebrating 150 years of Swiss Railways nicely
cancelled with the curious old cancel of Uetikon SBB, in black or red.
This cancel used to be one of a set for all the ship landing stages on the lake of Zürich, see figure
1. Then the anchor was removed and the cancel used for letters and other items, later given the
station number 806 by the SBB, see figure 2. Later again changed with No. 3105, figure 3. I was
one of those who occasionally got examples at the SBB station.
In 1992 the SBB got sick of this and
forbade its use in any form, as a normal
station rubber canceller had existed all
the time, for office use. The question is
how did the firm in Basel get hold of this
cancel, and remove the station number
before using it on hundreds of covers?

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 1

 Zumstein is planning a new edition of their Ganzsachen-Katalog, in co-operation with the
Ganzsachen-Verein. If you have any comments or corrections to make now is the time to write, in
English, to Zumstein

 A new label has appeared, bright yellow with black lettering, dated February 1998. Self-adhesive,
165 x 40 mm. See the article in the March 1996 Newsletter.
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Did You Know?
 October 1998
 In September 1999 there will be the 2nd Swiss Open, again in Winterthur, 5 years after the first,
and very successful that was. The opening day will be the 9th, so the FDCs can be cancelled with
9.9.99-9, the SP taking this opportunity to issue their autumn special issues on this date too.
Further, the first of two planned miniature sheets for the NABA 2000, to be held in St. Gallen in
June, will also be issued on this portentous date.

 During the show in Winterthur visitors (the younger ones) will be encouraged to practise their
skills at the sports shown on the new 70c self-adhesives.

 On page 67 of the September Newsletter is mentioned the 70c stamp (Z.600) of the Mendrisio
Procession, as part of a most useful and interesting article. At the time, 1977, I wrote to the PTT
and asked what was the language used on the tablet being held aloft, as it didn't look like
Hebrew. Their answer was that they had defaced the Hebrew of the original, as they didn't want
Switzerland to be boycotted by certain countries if Hebrew was blatantly used on a Swiss product.
Politics in philately!

 When John Cordingley's request for a block of nine '150 Years Switzerland' stamps was refused
by the Philatelic Services, it set off my puzzle as shown in the July issue of the Newsletter. Now I
cannot help thinking of another one. There would be four different blocks of nine, which show all
the possible combinations of 2 and 4 stamps, but how many of only one type of block would be
needed to obtain all four blocks of '4' and all eight pairs?

 Zumstein has catalogued all five SPI booklets in their 'small' 1999 edition. Perhaps genuine used
postcards with the 'labels' will be catalogued next year, there must be many to be found.

 In 2001 there will be the next Swiss Expo (one remembers those of 1914, 1939 and 1964, and
their philatelic 'fallout' positively) and the art director, Pipilotti Rist, is already coming under fire.
The NZZ draws attention to the one stamp she has designed, the 150c 'Centenary of the Cinema'
of 1995 (Z.884) without enthusiasm.

 The 1997 PTT Report, the last under that title, covers all the ground in a very superficial way. A
graph shows the number of 'printed stamps' issued as falling again, to only 666m (PTT 540m and
Courvoisier 121m). It was 830m in 1990.

 The older SFS machines from Frama are being pushed out of bigger POs by the new computercontrolled counter printers, although no one claims that they are faster. On the opening day of the
newest Zürich PO, Letzipark shopping centre, I found that at one counter the printer had been set
incorrectly and was only printing in a very small type. So, with a 70c label from one counter and a
normal 20c label from the other a very special FDC was constructed; no cancellation needed
On the 20th July about 20 of the older, superseded, SFS machines were put back in service at
smaller POs, and without a machine number as there was only one machine there, and the
Roman numerals are dropped as there are no postal districts now.
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Did You Know?
 November 1998
 The so-called 'small national' exhibition held in Yverdon from 15-18th October was well attended
(entry and catalogue free) with a generally happy atmosphere. The 117 exhibitors, average eight
frames each, and 58 juniors were somewhat too many for the space available, it was rather a
labyrinth, and the lighting was poor in the modern halls. But the quality and range of exhibits was
excellent, a good time was had by all. A couple of HPS members were spotted. There were also
23 leading dealers present.

 The 'stamp' used on the official postcard was a bit obtuse, see figure 1, but without the help of the
designer herself, present at the show, I worked it
out, see figure 2. The 'Y' for Yverdon, from the
top half of the arms, and the waters of the lake (of
Neuchâtel) from the lower half, put in an abstract
melting pot and shaken about.
During the Bernese occupation, from 1536 to
Figure 1
1798, the town, built on its Roman predecessor, was
called Iferten, and is so listed in the tariffs of the Fischer posts.

Figure 2

 Markus Seitz, specialist firm for ATMs (and editor of the Michel ATM World catalogue) in Luzern,
has just issued his 1999 catalogue (the 5th) for CH and FL, in two volumes, each at CHF 34. The
first part is the Handbook, 140 pages crammed with historical and technical information, right upto-date with the latest trial machines. The second part, 118 pages covers the prices of all types
and sub-types. Essential for specialists.

 According to Markus Seitz, when the SP have installed sufficient Schapos (pronounced chapeau,
i.e., Schalter Post Automation) parcels will no longer be accepted with stamps on them at these
POs, as the machines produce their own bar-coded labels which do not need conventional
stamps.
The present trials at about ten places ended successfully on 12th October. Now about 400 of the
biggest POs will be equipped with a further 1000 machines, so that from about the middle of next
year stamps will no longer be valid for parcels at those PO's. Letters are not (yet?) affected. Try
him at www.atms.ch.

 Another bit of 'secret' information gleaned by me, verbally, is that from 1st January 1999 the
present parcel tariff of 30 steps will be simplified to only six, to make the heavier parcels, up to
30kg, less expensive, and the lighter ones . . . All previous rules, regulations and structures have
been abolished, and the new ones are, shall we say, difficult to find.

 The SP fortnightly 'Stempel News' has been sent free until now to all the old PTA subscribers
since January 1998. Now we are asked to pay CHF 29.50 per annum from November 1998, a
20% rise for less!

 The autumn sensation is the publication of an A4 brochure of 128 pages, in French and German,
on all the postal labels issued since 1876 until 1997, with all in colour. This tremendous work was
carried out by George Guignard of Yverdon, who unfortunately died just before publication. His
work was completed by Louis Vuille and Pierre Guinand and a number of other enthusiasts.
Published by the Consilium Philateliae Helveticae at CHF 45 plus postage. A wonderful reference
book.
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Did You Know?
 December 1998
 The new SVPS 'K' Handbook has been printed, quicker than expected, bigger, up-dated, all
cancels illustrated and 120 listings for thematic collectors! In German and French, size A5, soft
bound. The price in Europe is £17.

 It seems the SP has relaxed their instructions on the use regarding postage stamps on parcels
from 1999 onwards. They will not sell stamps for parcels at the newly computer-equipped PO
counters (and letters?), but will accept the stamps put on by the sender. At the moment so many
types of trial machine are on test that it is difficult to find out the accepted practice. See the
'Schapos' item in last month’s DYK.

 The day of issue for the Swiss-China joint issue is the 25th November, but the Chinese stamps
have not yet been shown to the public. The Swiss side is very well documented in Focus on
Stamps for October, but nothing could be said about the other side, until now.
The attractive block (with one stamp of 90c) is matched by the small sheet of eight stamps (four
times 70c and four times 20c). Now of course the problem arises of how many sheets are needed
to provide all blocks of four, vertical and horizontal pairs, and two singles?
The number of items and combinations available with two FD cancels, and the four special flight
cancels, is quite baffling, and tending to be counter-productive.

 Following abolition of the 11 postal districts in 1997, the SBB is also to reorganize in a similar
way. The present three Regions will be replaced by three directorates, for passengers, goods and
general services in December 1999. The three regions were:
I = Lausanne, for the west, including Bern;
II = Luzern, from Basel to the Gotthard and the Ticino;
III = Zürich, for the eastern, NE and SE parts.
A small map is available.

 Without prior announcement the charge for an Express letter, inland only, was raised by 50c to
CHF 8.50 on the 1st September 1998. The new name is 'Swiss Express'.

 The new 'Priority' labels for parcels have appeared, in sheetlets of five, self-adhesive,
No.236.04.2.
The example on the right is a new version of the
earlier 236.04, but with a barcode at the left
to designate the priority service, a bit confusing, all
borders red.

 A long article has appeared in the November SBZ on the inter-space holes in the old booklet
sheets, to revive interest in the third hole size, very interesting, in German.

 In 'Stempel News' the new allocation of the old Frama SFS counter machines is given (see
November issue of the Newsletter) but with the remark that the cost of each label ordered is the
'B' rate i.e. 70c. I think this is justified, but I don't collect them any longer!

 I have discovered a 'Thought for the New Year' - 'Stamps may come, stamps may go, but postal
history goes on forever'. Merry Christmas.
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Did You Know?
 January 1999
 In the December 1998 issue of DYK I stated that the inland Express rate had increased by 50c to
CHF 8.50, but I had fallen into a trap with my eyes open. Since 1997 there has been no PTA
weekly, in which such a change would have been announced, clearly, and for all interested
parties, of which philatelists form a part.
Becoming suspicious I asked at six different PO information stands in November, far too late as
only two answers were the same - 1st May 1998. I could reject 'a few months ago', 'July 1st',
'sometime in May' and 'can't remember, but it was in the newspaper'. I had taken my information
from the new rates table issued on 1st September, stupidly. The rise is caused by VAT, now
being applied to PO services. Postal historians 'it’s back to the 18th century' - you have been
warned.

 On 1.1.99 the inland Express rate will rise to CHF 10, but also includes A post rate for 1 kg. I have
not seen this in writing. Rates for parcels also change. The Express label will also be the receipt,
i.e. no stamps needed (as before in some places). Stamps are allowed if requested, but for how
long?

 The auction house in Biel, Giorgino, started a trend last year by having all illustrations in full
colour, right next to the bid details. Now this year we have the same from Rapp and Chiani in
nearly the same way. Before they were in three parts: colour, b&w pictures and bid text each
separate and on different paper. Now the two latter have them all together on the same paper,
many more in colour and the b&w being on better paper are of much higher quality than is usually
found. Beautiful books to keep for reference.

 The SP’s new CEO, Reto Braun, has been on TV and gave a generally positive report. There will
be no closing of 1000 of the 3600 Swiss POs, as had been feared. The yellow buses will not be
sold off to the SBB, but ways have to be found to increase the sales at the counters, including
travel tickets and life insurance! A new savings account is also being launched.

 The sales of the two 'Chinese' stamps have reflected their acceptance by collectors. I hope you
have bought your three small sheets, for the two blocks of four, horizontal and vertical pairs, the
strips of three, and a pair of singles at the end.

 The self-adhesive 90c stamp booklets have been a great success, and are now sold out. In March
a new booklet will come out, produced by Courvoisier, who made the 70c booklets, as they were
apparently much cheaper than the first firm, Heusser in Bern. As the SP offer little publicity for
such things it is left to philatelists to spread the news, a strange situation for a 'sales-orientated
management'.

 A new R-label (type 10) has appeared, see Figure1 below, according to international rules; note
RR and CH. Another new SP service is a special packing for bottles of wine in which has printed
on it the label below (Fig.2). Not yet seen as a separate label.

Figure 1

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Figure 2

Page 1

Did You Know?
 February 1999
 In the new SP organization there seems to be no person, or office, responsible for keeping
archives, in particular keeping records of rate changes for future generations of postal historians.
"No profit in it" being the motto.

 Inland telegrams will be abolished at the end of March 1999. Foreign telegrams will then no
longer be accepted by phone, one must go to a PO. This is understandable; even I have a fax
with telephone now, i.e. the same number. But the fax is already being overtaken by e-mail.

 The attractive new aerogramme, with the pair of China-Swiss stamps printed on, is not available
at normal POs, only at Philatelic counters, but it can be used normally. The special overprinted
version for the flights to China (four of them) can only be bought at CHF 2.5 each, cancelled and
with the Chinese arrival marks at the back, from the Philatelic Bureau in Bern. Is this a souvenir
only, or a Ganzsache? I hope these two points will be noted in the new Ganzsachen-Katalog.

 The six or seven special postcards which came out last year were also only obtainable from
Philatelic counters. Ordinary POs didn't even know if the stamps impressed on them were valid!
This tendency of souvenirs, instead of postal items, is to me dangerous, or am I out of step? The
profit of the Philatelic Bureau is, in the short term, certainly higher with the sale of souvenirs of no
postal intent.

 FL has declared that all stamps printed before 1996 will be de-monetised at the end on 1999,
except for the excellent set of 11 Frama’s, and the three stamps depicting the noble ruling family.
In the latest issue of the FL Philatelic News of January 1999 a hint is given that the period may be
extended. This will make all those collectors think about the effect of the Euro stamps in 2002 on
their mint sets.

 The Swiss Philatelic Bureau has advertised the sale of mint booklets of the SPI for Italian tourist
postcards, at nominal prices, unexpectedly. See page 83 of the Newsletter from November 1998
for details.

 I must apologize to Messrs Shipley and Stiles for the tricky questions they asked in 1997 on
peculiar perforations of the Tell boy stamps they had. I cannot yet answer, but the search has led
me into all sorts of places. PTT Archives and even to the National Postal Museum in London (got
'in' just before the doors closed, forever?). An article is in preparation, certainly one of the most
illuminating projects I have ever undertaken. The interspace holes were just a part of it, thanks.

 The three cancels shown below are interesting for the following reasons: figure 1 is the last day of
the 'Self-service' PO in the Lilie department store in Schlieren, on the western boundary of Zürich.
The lily has been in the arms of Schlieren since 1340. Time to write my articles on these POs
before they all vanish; figure 2 is used from 7th to the 30th of January in a PO in one of the
window spaces of the Loeb department store in Bern, perhaps to bring in some customers in an
otherwise 'dead' month; figure 3 shows a machine cancel rarity, Bern, Lausanne and Zürich
advertising for an event in the Tessin, slogan No. 4.1.1240, used in most Tessin machines as
well.

Figure 1

Figure 2
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Did You Know?
 March 1999
 They have had another thought in Vaduz and the validity of their stamps will be extended by two
years to three, i.e. to the end of 2001. From then onwards it seems that all issued stamps, except
ATMs, will be valid for three years only, to be confirmed.

 The long-awaited Swiss Perfin catalogue has appeared, written by Martin Baer, as No.4 of the
studies published by the GanzsachenVerein, in German, 240 pages, AS with a 24 page
introduction in English. Send CHF 40 in notes to Martin Baer, Hohmoos 10, CH-8051 Zurich,
Switzerland, and mention the Newsletter.

 The 10c Chillon stamp was first printed in 1936 as Z.203 purple, in various forms about 665
million times. Then in 1939 the brown version appeared, Z.242, 350m, then the reddish-brown,
Z.257 in 1942, no less than 994m times, and then in 1948 the green Z.286
with 292m sold. The grand total is 2251 million stamps. Now in 1994 another
colour turned up, in red! According to the PTT it seems that when one of the
Postage Due Large Numerals was to be printed, the wrong printing cylinder
was put in the machine. How many were printed, and how the single sheet
escaped destruction is not known. See figure 1, taken from a 1994
catalogue of Paul Bach AG of Basel.

 There are more than 12 000 places or name changes listed in the new 287

Figure 1

page handbook "Chronicle of all Swiss Post Offices, 1849-1999" Karl Gebert, 1999. This
comprehensive book lists all places in Switzerland which used a postmark for handling mail
during these 150 years. In addition to all POs, depots & parcel acceptance agencies, postal
acceptance & passenger offices are included, never listed officially. Date of opening, or start of
financial accountability, name changes, closures and present status. Dates of first SL cancel and
cds make this a treasure trove!
As the Swiss Fund for Furthering Philately (capital CHF 5.9m) would not assist with printing costs
Herr Gebert has paid these himself! Except for the cost of postage he offers this book free as his
way of celebrating the 150 years of Federal Posts. Order from: Karl Gebert, Kapplestrasse 27,
CH-9642 Ebnat-Kappel, Switzerland and enclose either a £5 note or $10 or DM 15.

 Felix Winterstein has issued an A4 brochure 'Faszination Philatelie' containing reprints of 25 of his
articles previously published in SBZ, BBZ, Zack and others covering the period 1973 to 1998. 98
very useful pages obtainable from Zumstein at CHF 24.50.

 A very important document was shown to postal historians by Marc Imobersteg of the PTT
Archives, which now forms one half of a 120-page brochure, A4, issued by Rudolf F Buschhaus,
'Quellen zum grenztiberschreitenden Postverkehr 1652-1798, Schaffhausen'. This key document
is an instruction from the 1775 postmaster Franz von Meyenburg to his son on how the
international posts going through Schaffhausen at that time were organized. As this town had a
central position in Europe many fascinating details are revealed, especially as this was a private
document CHF 91 from Zumstein.

 Heiner Dürst has published the 2nd volume of the 5th edition of his Handbook on the franking
machine impressions of Switzerland, right up to date and listing many special items not to be
found anywhere else, in German, 230 pages, CHF 30 order from me.

 I have two puzzles; Figure 2 shows
a cancelled PJ forerunner, what is
peculiar? Figure 3 shows two 60c
Lake Tannay stamps, why are they
cut so badly?

Figure 2
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Did You Know?
 April 1999
 Under the sponsorship of VW Motors the Swiss Post celebrated its 150 Years anniversary with a
gathering of about 100 invited guests in the Museum of Communication, in which a special
exhibition opened at the same time. Less than a handful of philatelists were there; were the
philatelic luminaries not invited we wondered.
Apart from this exhibition and a single uninspiring 90c stamp, not much has been done on this
notable occasion, no special cancels, no machine slogans, not even a set of stamps, compare
that to 1949. The whole SP organisation is, of course, still in a state of shock following the breakup of the old PTT and the new cash-orientated thinking needed in the liberalized situation of
today.

 There is no longer a weekly PTA, I suddenly realized that I had not heard about when to order a
copy of the annual OV (List of Places). At 'Stempel News' I was told that such information did not
fall under Philately, but they would find out for me. It seems that the OV is being revised and
might come out in the autumn, but more likely next year, when the lines of transport are definite.

 One of the big reorganizations taking place now is that of the transport of parcels from the three
new centres, and the two existing ones, to the distribution centres, and back. From the codesorting floor the parcels will fall into containers, which will be put on to the train wagons
automatically, and no longer man-handled into the train. Unloading also being automatic. Trains
will, however, be used less than before, but the total will not fall below 67% long distance, and the
remaining third for the shorter distances by road. When the summer timetable commences on
31st of May the new system will start up. All parcels will by then have a coded label, but which I
do not understand as yet.

 At the moment all POs are returning the stamps they no longer need to Bern, either because they
no longer match the rates, e.g. 2.75, 3.75 and others, and because so many POs now have
computer terminals at the counter which print out the labels for parcels and other items and for
which no stamps are used. These values will still be obtainable at the Philatelic Bureaux, but will
be found even less used.

 Answering the two questions from last month: The Littau cancel shown was issued on 18.VII.36,
so quite clearly has been backdated. Only in July 1914 was the change authorized to a Cross in
the upper segment and the Postal District number in
the lower segment. The trouble is that this label is not
a postage stamp so it was not illegal for a PO clerk to
misuse his canceller. It is only the crazy philatelists
who push the price of such items up and up. Just be
careful. This is a typical example.



Question No. 2 concerns what are known as 'Industrial
Coils'. Firms use special machines to automatically
stick on the stamps, cancel them, and seal the covers
and everything else. For this they buy rolls of 10 000 stamps, the 60c was first so issued on
3.1.96. The first stamp shown is from a roll badly separated
from the rest in the PTT Printing Works, and is being offered
by Bach at CHF 375 each, mint. A strip of eleven (to prove it
does not come from a sheet) costs CHF 3495. The second
is badly cut in the machine that sticks them on the covers.
Who will pay me a million for both errors on the same
stamp? (60c issues reproduced from last month's
Newsletter.)
Swiss Post announced on Sunday 21st March that a 90c
stamp would be issued on March 24th to mark the successful Round-the-World flight of the Swiss
Breitling Orbiter III balloon. The two-man crew, which included a Wiltshire man, landed in Egypt
after 28 000 miles non-stop. The balloon was built in Bristol, England.
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Did You Know?
 May 1999
 When Orbiter III crossed the 9 degree west meridian at 10.45 CET on Saturday 20th March it had
completed the circumnavigation of the earth, and the 3m (some say 5m) special stamps had
already been printed by the SP in Bern. Printed in four-colour offset, they had to be checked
manually and distributed to 3600 POs, ready for sale on Wednesday the 24th. This astonishing
effort was fully acknowledged by the public and collectors, as
they were sold out in many places in the morning, especially in
the western part of Switzerland. Full TV, radio and Sunday
papers' coverage had worked well.
On Wednesday a reprint was promised, and these stamps
came on sale at philatelic counters on Tuesday the 6th of April
to meet demand. It will be interesting to see the figure for
numbers sold in due course. A special cover and a FDC cancel were also available.

 The St. Gallen NABA is being organized, publicized and run by the ex-Postal District Director of
St. Gallen, who had been made redundant. At the Stage II exhibition in Buchs, the 'Philabu 99'
over the weekend of 9-11th April, he gave the Swiss Postal History Club a resume of all the things
planned, which should put this show in a class of its own. With 2800 frames there are plans for a
more concentrated coverage, and many ideas will break up the overall classic layout of previous
shows. The catalogue will be in two parts, the smaller with information to take along, the larger to
enjoy at home, with its coverage of the wealth of aspects and features of philately; 280 A4 pages
in all, mostly in colour, on sale at all POs from December 1999, CHF 7.
The first of two blocks will be issued on the 9.9.99 at the Winterthur 'Open', with three stamps, 20,
70 & 90c. The second will be issued at the exhibition. Don't miss a visit.

 The postal history club mentioned above (SVP) is heir to the old Swiss Spezialised Club (SSV)
and some others; it has been rejuvenated recently, with the new name, but is celebrating its 75th
anniversary with a non-competitive exhibition of about 100 frames, in Kilchberg, on 5-7th
November 1999, to cover all aspects of postal history. Kilchberg is on the convenient Zürich tram
line No. 7 from the main station.

 I had not fully realized the differences between the old stamps printed on the earlier recess
machines, SSR I to III and those printed on the new 'Helvetia' (SSR IV), in the SP Printing Works
in Bern. The illustrations below show a comparison of stamps of about the same size, but finer
perforations. On the left is the old 11¾ perf, and on the right the new 13¼, about. This is to
compensate for a thicker paper. The 'old' left-hand stamps are RBZ, i.e. Rotation-Harrow
perforated, per sheet, and
the right-hand are RKZ, i.e.
Rotation-Comb perforated.

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 1 in a two-line comb and figure 2 in a single-line comb. The former could have a correction
tooth for the third from the right, and the latter the second tooth from the right. Is any other
member making a study of these 'new' stamps? Have you any questions on them?

 It seems the problem of the 'pink 10c Chillon' has been studied for more than 10 years, and that
the pink hue is not the same as that of the Postage Due stamps (as suggested in last month’s
Newsletter) and that chemical tests have not been able to change the printed violet to this tone of
salmon. The mystery remains.
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Did You Know?
 June 1999
 I was not the only one to miss out the connection between the new 70c self-adhesive booklet with
sketches from various books by Rodolphe Töpffer and the 5c PJ stamp issued in 1946 at the
centenary of his death. He was born and died in Geneva, and illustrated his own books. Only
"Zack", the young collector’s magazine, noted this connection.

 One of the statistics still issued by the SP is on the number of postmen bitten by unfriendly dogs:
130 in 1998, but steadily dropping from 179 in 1990. Luckily Switzerland is now officially rabiesfree, including a 2-300 km-wide zone right around the country.

 In Stempel News No.7/99, published on 6.4.99, there is a list of alternative cancellations, for the
first time, to the official FD cancels for the new stamps. Because of his intimate knowledge of the
K cancels, Giovanni Balimann was asked to make up this list, with subjects matched to the
stamps, as far as possible. In previous years similar lists were available at the Philatelic counters.

 Otto Wicki has published another book on the old posts, this time 'Postboten Alter Zeiten, die
Bergpoststellen im Entlebuch', over 400 pages, with many illustrations, in German. He is a wellknown surgeon and has been collecting letters and documents for a long time. A true 'Heimat'
collector.

 The Consilium Philateliae Helveticae is publishing the complete Güller record books in July, in five
linen-bound volumes at CHF 390 in Switzerland, and CHF 440 foreign. From 1867 until 1977
(some a little longer). A must for researchers.

 Recently the last packet of bilateral regulations with the EU has been satisfactorily settled, from
trains to aircraft landing rights. Toward the end of years of haggling the French had suddenly put
a major spanner, sorry, item, on the table. The Swiss had to prevent the
wine being sold in the tiny village of Champagne (near
Yverdon) from having the place name on the label: just
ordinary white wine. The matter was settled without
compensation, but the French Army remains on alert.
The other day I found one of the old cancels, and have
now obtained a new one, for the record.

 I owe an apology to many members who replied to my article in the Newsletter of March 1994 on
the Elzevir Trial Cancellations. How time flies. An update was planned for last year, but some new
items have turned up. I have just realized that the only one illustrated in the Güller registration
books; that for Zürich, is in fact not the same one as
shown in the AW book. Of the former I have found ten,
and for the latter, 20 impressions, which overlap in
usage. See illustrations 4 (the '71 is fictive). Please have
another look, especially on the back of covers. A fully
illustrated up-date is on the way, mentioning last dates,
so any date you have is of use.

 An up-date of the series of 'Razor Blade' articles is also being prepared, many new finds have
been reported, and I have been able to examine a number of these cancellers in the Museum for
Communication in Bern. All are type II, only 6.05 is type III!
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Did You Know?
 July 1999
 The UPU in Bern is getting worried about a new type of stamp forgery being carried out by
philatelic agencies in various parts of the world. They print stamps without the permission or the
knowledge of the country whose name appears on the stamps, and for whom they have never
printed stamps. The BBZ for May/June mentions a name, the "Brussels’ Stamp Center", which
has only a Tel/Fax Box No. address. Rumour has it that many of these illegal stamps are printed
in Switzerland, and the problem is how to prevent them being catalogued.

 On the 8th June the head of SP reviewed the financial situation of the new Post, and stated that
the profit was insufficient. Postage rates will go up soon; as Switzerland is the cheapest in
Europe, after the UK (for A-letters up to 50g) and the 41 000 staff would be allowed to 'run down'
at the rate of 800 per year.

 A peculiar situation is to be found in some (many?) main POs in that leaflets are to be found on
special racks advertising the rates and services of DIAX, the main competitor to Swisscom!
Telephone cabins and telephone books are seldom provided in any POs today. Electronic 'books'
are provided in the increasing number of Swisscom telephone kiosks. DIAX and the other firms
are more interested in mobile phones, called 'Handys' in German-speaking countries now, to the
confusion of tourists and others.

 The current exhibition in the Museum for Communication in Bern is devoted to 150 years Swiss
Posts. Many interesting videos and other items to see; until the 12th September 1999. There is an
interesting book to buy, in either French or German, 232 pages, CHF 68. Written in 1998, many
previously unpublished historical photographs.

 The new coding system, (see page 42 in last month’s Newsletter), has now been extended.
Zürich, with one of the largest installations in Europe, completed the change-over of their eight
machines during March 1999, and Aarau, two machines, at the end of April. The others will follow.

 The three new computer-controlled parcel sorting centres are still having 'software' problems, so
that late delivery is now common. This has meant more use is made of the Express service,
which is, in turn, becoming overloaded. Tests have also shown that only 90% of A-letters are
delivered the next day. Staff overwhelmed with new rules and instructions. Public getting restless.

 At the Swiss Open in Winterthur the first block for the St. Gallen 2000 exhibition will be issued on
9.9.99-9, which will be the most exciting thing about this block. There will be three stamps, for 20,
70 and 90c, and one 'no-value' vignette.

 The 'Stempel News' for 17.5.99 gave information on the TPOs still using their named cancels.
Martigny-Le Chable and Montreux-Zweisimmen had their last day on 30.5.99. (See page 12 of the
February 1998 Newsletter.)

 Aerophilatelists have apparently noted the number of 'flown' covers for the round-the-world
Piccard balloon flight, seem to be rather high. Be careful when being offered one.
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Did You Know?
 August 1999
 As mentioned last month, the SP is getting, deeper and deeper into the mire of late deliveries of
letters and parcels. The amount of overtime required has now reached levels which cannot be
compensated for, so about 700 temporary workers are to be taken on, parallel to staff-cutting
programmes.

 There are many rumours about concerning closing hundreds of small PO’s. With 3600 offices
Switzerland has the highest density in Europe, but politically they have to cover the whole
country. Installing POs in supermarkets or village stores is being discussed, and seems a realistic
solution, as practiced in the UK for many years.

 Dr Balimann found a curious new machine cancel in his post with 'Packetbasis' in the lower half
circle, from Horgen, but with another postcode. He asked the editor of 'Stempel News' why this
had not been notified to collectors - "to reduce the quantity of philatelic covers" was the answer.
But he found out that there are six of them so far; the others are Glattbrugg, Effretikon, Bulach,
Hinwil, and Frauenfeld. All have letter cancelling machines already, and Frauenfeld has one of the
three new automated parcel sorting and distribution centres. Why does a parcel 'base' need to
send out so many letters; apologies for late delivery - hardly!
From a previous SP handout I have found that 60 such bases are planned. This is a considerable
number to collect and they started around June 1999.

 The rumours are thickening that the planned rise in the postal rates will mean CHF 1.10 for a 50g
letter, i.e. the present maximum weight of 250 g will be lowered to 50 g. This 250 g for the lowest
weight step was introduced in 1891, on the 1st December, costing 5c for the local 'rayon' of 10km,
and 10c for the rest of the country. It was a great help as it meant that practically no letters
needed to be weighed.

 Dr Balimann received another curious letter in his post, see illustration below. Note that the date
has no time reels, and that the smaller flag is on the
right. This is a private re-mailing from Germany, 018
MDS is the return address, for the 'Mail Distribution
Service', but the cancellation is applied by the SP in
Basel.

 In your Focus on Stamps for June 1999*, you will have seen the new block in colour, and I
suspect you are as enthusiastic about it as I am, i.e. not at all. However, I am impressed that a
stamp is being issued for Carl Lutz, one of the few who upheld the name of Switzerland, against
all official threats and directives, during WW II.

 I came across the official text regarding the proportions of the Swiss Cross. Dated the 12th
December 1889, it confirmed the decision of the Diet of the 4th July 1815 that it consists of a
white cross on a red background, square in shape. The length of the arms to be one sixth longer
than their breadth. The illustration shows this on a square of 52 units, arms 10 units wide, 12 units
long, exactly symmetrical in four directions. The example
here shows the incorrect proportions used by the Swiss
'Frontists', i.e. the Nazi followers who tried to take over the
country. This slogan, No. 2.1.11, used in February and
March of 1942 in French-speaking towns, was replaced
quickly, with a cross having the correct proportions.
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Did You Know?
 September 1999
 The CPhH has now published, in a set of five A4-size volumes copies of the ten record books of
the cancellers made by the Güller firm for Swiss, and many foreign administrations, from 1867 to
about 1992. Although reduced to 90% the copies are mainly of outstanding quality. Many pages
have been copied twice to suit light and heavy impressions. The English version of my
introduction (in German) will be reproduced in the Newsletter. Order the set of five volumes from:
Paulo Vollmeier, PO Box 108, CH-6976 Castagnola; CHF 390.

 Rumours suggest letter rates for 20, 50 and 100 g, but the opponents of the SP say that the
letters are not allowed to subsidize the parcels. It should be solved soon, but will not be cheaper.

 The new parcel sorting offices cannot handle the load fast enough. It seems that the electronic
address readers are too often baffled by handwriting and the position of the address on the parcel
itself; not enough advance education of the public.

 It appears the SP printing works in Bern are no longer capable of producing steel-engraved
stamps, only offset in up to four colours.

 It is not often that the prestigious "American Philatelist' has an enlarged Swiss stamp on the
cover, but in May 1999 they showed the 1981 70c (Z.651) "Der Gemeindeschreiber" to illustrate
an excellent article on 'Public Letter Writers' by Dale Speirs. However, this functionary is an
employee of the village or town administration, to keep the official minutes of meetings, keep track
of inhabitants and other such matters. The French name 'Le Secretaire communal' is explicit. In
1981 the PTT used the expression 'The Parish Clerk', which was possible in the 18th cent., before
the secular authorities progressively, took over the work in the cantons. In a nutshell, he would
never have written letters for members of the public.

 From the 1st December all SP counter staff in the 530 busiest POs, 5600 people, will be required
to wear only official SP uniforms, in yellow. Blouses, shirts, pullovers, ties - but no mention of
skirts or trousers, socks or shoes. Perhaps these are no longer needed.

 On the 31st May 1932 the first official FDC was issued by the PTT for the three Gotthard stamps,
Z.191-193, quite rare.

 The Pro Patria organisation sent out
publicity material with the colourful PPI
shown on the right. A number of firms and
organisations are now using attractive
printed-on labels. Perhaps they will soon be
more appealing than the stamps produced
by the SP!

 Some organisations are still using stamps to attract attention to their junk mail. The example left
shows that of the 'Bird Protection Society' in
Sempach, which is applied by letter press
printing on the cover and stamp, produced,
however, in the Zürich area, as shown by the
number VIII/12. The example below 3 shows
a pair of stamps cancelled, also in black, but
with the usual 'franking' machine. The bulk
rate required in each case was below 50c, but
the SP will refund the difference to
encourage such lucrative mail. All
the stamps are applied automatically
from coils of 10 000.
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Did You Know?
 October 1999
 The 2nd 'Swiss Open' held in Winterthur 9-12 September had predominately 'Open' exhibits, i.e.
64, with 34 Thematic, 22 Youth, and many exhibits from Holland, the guest nation. Some of the
Open exhibits were remarkable, and also some who had not caught on. Up to 50% of the pages
could be non-philatelic. The very hot weather, however, kept the number of visitors down, with
two competing 'events' at that weekend. Only the first day with the cancel 9.9.99 was busy. For an
unknown reason this is called in German 'Schnapszahl', but without an alcoholic slant. I think the
name is derived from the children’s game of 'Snap' played with playing cards, so I suggest that
'snap' is used in English, and 'snap date' for these curious, and sometimes long ones, when
combined with the postcode.

 The SP parcel post debacle has received much media attention of late. The three new 'Automatic'
centres cost about CHF 500m, but have not yet reached a third of their designed capacity after
five months operation, and Christmas is getting near. Three senior managers have been sacked,
but one measure to 'improve' things has raised scorn among the public, namely that string may no
longer be used for parcels under 10 kg in weight, only adhesive tape.
It has now been revealed that the main problem is reading the address, and not only the postcode
is determined, but also the street and number, so that the parcel can be sent automatically not
only to the town, but also to the specific postman. This has been reached with letters, after many
years, but parcels are far more variable. The testing time was practically zero.

 In June 1999 the new postcode (PLZ) booklets were issued, both alphabetical and numerical, and
are free at every PO. A folded wall map is also available at CHF 16.80, scale 1:300 000, showing
all places with a postcode. Invaluable when looking for a place.

 The two postal depots in the Federal Technical University
(ETH) in Zürich received normal date cancellers,
unannounced, on 1.12.98. Each office got two cancellers, ‘a’
and ‘b’.

 I cannot resist showing another two remarkable impressions on recent junk mail: figure 1 shows
part of an advertising postcard on which a 90c stamp has been printed in full colour, then
cancelled with a K-cancel 29.7.99 and below a reddish 4-state code used in GB only for sorting
mail to foreign countries, and all reduced by 10%! The
card was delivered as 'unaddressed mail' (cost 11c)
about a month later than the date shown. I wonder if
anyone is clearing up the legal issues. Figure 2 shows
part of a heavy cover, (190c) with normal stamps
cancelled privately (see September DYK) on 21.7.99, in
gold.

Figure 2
Figure 1
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Did You Know?
 November 1999
 A few years ago the PTT introduced a dedicated Mobile PO to serve a number of very small
villages in the Calancatal (the last Italian-speaking valley in Graubünden, before Tessin). Now a
new version has started on 1.10.99 to serve the two villages 4115 Mariastein (SO) and 4117 Burg
im Leimental (BE), from 4116 Metzerlen (SO). This might become the solution, with a once
weekly, full postal service to remote villages. The new cds has not yet been received by the
postmaster of 4116!
To get to this area take the tram to Rodersdorf from Basel, and then go a few kilometres through
France, before coming back in to Switzerland, and then walk, most enjoyable.

 The new ATM Handbook and Catalogue for Switzerland and Liechtenstein has been published,
and written, by Markus Seitz of Luzern, in German, at CHF 34 for each volume. The best there is,
and very good.

 An old wish of philatelists living outside (and inside) Switzerland has now been fulfilled, i.e. direct
membership of the SVPhV is now possible and not via a Club as before. Such members can now
enter Swiss exhibitions and events, including receiving a copy of the SBZ every month.

 A peculiar 'mistake' has occurred; the SP is issuing a special postcard for the opening of the new
Vereina train tunnel (under the Flüelapass, but starting in Klosters) on 19.11.99, but the picture
shows the famous Albula viaduct! This is also a 'Taxe percue' card, valid for airmail to the whole
world.

 Something is afoot with the printing of stamps. In 1999, for the first time, the Pro Patria stamps
were not printed by Courvoisier in photogravure (AeTD), but by the SP in offset, and well done
too. But it appears that AeTD has not been used by Courvoisier since about 1994, they use the
new method of electronic scanning to prepare the offset printing rolls. In the UK it seems that this
method has been in use by Questa for a number of years. Can anyone send me mint stamps of
the GB 'Lighthouses and Endangered Species' series, for comparison, or any news that they may
have about this new method.

 The bulk rate error made by Rölli, as mentioned in the June 1999 issue of the Newsletter, page
46, was caused by a printing error in the official rates booklet of 1.1.99; they got the decimal point
wrong, twice. Corrected in the 1.6.99 booklet.
The above rates booklet also gives the new Express rates, namely CHF 12, 15, and 18 for
delivery the next day before 9 a.m., before 9 p.m. if posted at the counter
before 12 a.m. and for delivery before 17.45. The latter two only for larger
places. This new service started with the summer railway timetable, which
was on Monday the 30th May,
not the 1st June, the date of the
booklet. Just to keep the
philatelists confused. Illustrations
left show the new fast rate label,
CHF 18.

 While exploring with Edythe Rawnsley a long time ago we 'discovered' the
monument cut in the greenish Gotthard granite at an angle of about 40
degrees in 1898 as shown on the new 70c stamp (designed by the
Russian, B Iliuchin). Illustration right shows this monument as used in the
first day cancel.

 The SP have announced that in 2000 tests will begin with 'PC Stamps',
that is private business franking on your own computer, as allowed in the
USA from 9.8.99.
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Did You Know?
 December 1999
 Liechtenstein decided some time ago to break its links with the Swiss PTT and go it alone. They
now have their own international telephone call sign '0423', this is not known everywhere, so the
banks are apparently telling their customers to use the old number, via St Gallen, also because
the new exchange is having troubles. This all costs money. And now the post office, stamps and
philatelic services are following. That is the reason why their older stamps are no longer valid,
from 1.1.00. My guess is that the new stamps and other items will come with the Euro, in 2002.

 The SP say the parcel chaos problem is solved, but only after the Xmas rush will the older parcel
sorting centres of Däniken, Luzern and Lausanne be finally closed. We will see. Our local parcel
delivery postman just laughs.

 During the weekend of the 6/7th November the new SVP (Swiss Postal History Society) held an
exhibition in Kilchberg to celebrate their 75th anniversary, as they had revitalised the older,
defunct, clubs /Spezial' and 'Altbrief'. There were 40 frames of bigger, classic exhibits and 60
frames of 'one frame' exhibits of specialities. Yours truly contributed 12 sheets of Güller and de
Coppet research. A most instructive show. Worldwide 240 members.

 Approximately 600 main POs now close at 12 noon instead of 11.30 a.m. and in the evening the
closing times have been extended, to match the closing times of shopping centres and other
commerce.

 The new Luftpost Handbuch will be published by Birkhauser, who print the SBZ, price not yet
released.

 The old BID PTT is now called 'PTT Historical Archive' and is open at the same place, Viktoria
Strasse 21, 3030 Bern, from Monday to Thursday. Telephone No. xx41 31 331 11 51, and telefax
xx41 31 331 1152, or e-mail 'archiv@ mfk.ch'

 The post office In the HQ building of the SP has now closed. It used to be
called 'Generaldirektion', then, unannounced, 'Schonburg' from 1.1.99, until
now Friday 29th October. This was announced in 'Stempel News' correctly.
See the illustration right.

 There seems to be a new canceller designer at work for the philatelic services, see the selection
below of very un-Swiss FD and other cancels, but not unpleasing.

 On the 1st and 2nd of February, Sion, having lost their local publicity slogan, cancelled mail using
the crown only. Then they got hold of a wavy line slogan and used that. It seems that all
organisations wanting to advertise via slogans
for machine cancellations have to pay not only
for the metallic slogan itself, but also for it to be
used on the mail. The number of new slogans is
falling already so what will this bring?

 Yet another PPI (right) shows in full colour two
Italian stamps, suitably modified.
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Did You Know?
 January 2000
 The "Day of the Stamp" Exhibition in Luzern 3-5 December was a great success; organized by
the Philatelic Society of Luzern with the help of the Rölli family. There were 117 "normal"
exhibitors, and 34 "one frame" exhibits, which could be either 100% philatelic material or up to
50% "open class" material, i.e. photos, drawings (even a penguin feather), etc. This was
confusing to the judging public, who had a two-thirds say, with the other third by the jury. Ian
Gilchrist was there and gained ‘Gold’ with his Red Cross exhibit; Harlan Stone had three exhibits
but made only Vermeil (under-rated?). Once again I personally learnt a lot from his exhibits.

 At this exhibition Karl Gebert received a well-deserved prize for his remarkable "Postchronik"
book. It seems the "Fund for Philately" realized that they had made a mistake by not supporting
him from the start. (Now on CD - see elsewhere in this issue.)

 The SP produced, un-announced, a new version of the two Pingu stamps of 9.3.99, for issue on
6.12.99. The only difference is that the parcels are shown not tied with string, in accordance with
the new - unpopular - rule. Most exciting.

 It is rumoured that soon the parcel rates will also be tiered into A and B. The previous "Colis
Prioritaire" was dropped recently when all parcels were late. Some say that "A" parcels will be
sorted by hand and "B" parcels automatically by computer.

 A previous rumour has been, unfortunately, confirmed. Internally the SP has not found a way in
which its own slogans can be paid for. Therefore all postal advertising, Group 1, is being stopped
at the end of 1999. That means no more slogans such as "Post early for Christmas" and others.
Swisscom stopped all telephone publicity a year or so ago, too expensive. Now all charities are
being asked to pay for this advertising, so following the "good" example of the SP itself, they are
also discontinuing the use of slogans. About 80 to 90 slogans have been withdrawn so far.
Another unmentioned aspect is that the SP is not prepared to pay for staff who can supervise the
quality of the slogans in use. A great pity, and difficult to justify.

 I recently came across the name SAVO. This was the Austrian journal for international prephilately - Sammler Vorphilatelie.Their 1933 monthly was often used by Jean Winkler to
announce his finds. In 1938, after Austria had willingly joined their neighbours to the north, all
Jewish and other non-Aryans, had to leave the club, then the
monthly magazine was forbidden, as all such publications were
too difficult to censor, and then they had to close down
completely. A tragedy to philately, and to the members. Now a
German group have re-founded the SAVO.

 The new Luftpost Handbuch will come out for the Aerophilately Day in Dübendorf in April 2000,
for CHF 75.

 The slogan right, No. 4.6.273 was used during May in Vaduz and
Schaan, and shows the identification "Die Post FL" for
Liechtenstein.

 Shown here are the instructions for posting a
millennium bar of chocolate, 100g, inside
Switzerland. Why are the rates correct, and not
those that might apply in 2000?
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Did You Know?
 February 2000
 The Y2K bug did byte the SP in one place! Nobody had
thought that the older cancelling machines, bought in the
60s and 70s from Klüssendorf in Berlin, could not have
'00' for the year, only '0', i.e. the two reels were not the
same, incredible.

 The NABA St. Gallen 2000 catalogue can now be bought for CHF 7 at all PO’s. It consists of a
main part, A4, 190 pages with articles on all aspects of philately, and articles by dealers and
nd
advertisers, full of coloured illustrations, in the appropriate language. The 2 part, also A4, 38
pages, contains all the layout plans, lists of exhibitors, with descriptions of their exhibits. Another
first is that this catalogue contains a chit for the purchase of one stamp made of lace (a speciality
of St. Gallen) having a limited 'print'. In May a list will be published of the dealers, and other
details.

 Until the end of 1969 Official letters were sent free, marked 'Amtlich' or 'Officiel', then they had
to be paid for on a bulk average system, marked in one or more languages, 'Pauschalfrankiert'
or 'Affranchi a forfait’. This would apply to the local fire brigade correspondence, but not to the
local football club. Spot checks were made by the PTT to ascertain if the regular monthly
payments were sufficient to cover the actual postage used. This system has now been
abandoned, for the parcels at the end of 1999, and for the letters at the end of 2000. This means
more work for a lot of secretaries, and the purchase of a lot of new franking machines, and
perhaps more money to the SP. Typically this information has not been made public, only to the
affected organisations.

 As mentioned here last month, the SP is charging such high fees to use slogans in their
cancelling machines that their use has dropped dramatically. In January 1999 - 38 used, January
2000 only 9. The local publicity slogans remain in service. At the end of December 1997 the
Swisscom withdrew all their slogans. Now we will see how the remaining charities react, their
usage dropped from 15 to 4.

 The new SP Director, Reto Braun, has given up after 16 months, 'Post' too political, i.e. cannot
change everything with only profit in mind, public service has to be considered. The parliament
did not give him a clear enough mandate, as they want both.

 My note on the first PTT FDC, for the Gotthard stamps of 31.5.1932, cannot be correct (see DYK
September 1999). I took it from an old SBZ or BBZ. The first time the grey PTT label, saying 'First
Day Cover' in three languages (D F I) with cross on the left, was used was on 6.IX.41 for 750
Years Bern, not as given in the label catalogue with Jan 48, and showing cross on the right. In the
PTA of 1932 there was no mention of any sort of FDC service, but it might have been known to
collectors in Bern. In this PTA of 18.5.32 it was stated that these stamps were to be sold
exclusively on Tuesday 31st May and 1st June, afterwards only on demand, until the end of July.
Validity ceased at the end of 1932. Strict in those days.

 The new Luftpost Handbook will be available at the Aerophilatelists Day in Dübendorf on 15/16
April 2000, at a price of CHF 75. Previous issue was in 1992.

 The answer to the rates question last month is that the SP charge a fee of 20c for each nonstandard letter or card; strange shapes, smaller than 140 x 90mm (the chocolate bar was only
80mm wide), or too thin etc. The fee is shown in the stamps used. This is to cover the costs of
special handling as such items cannot be sorted automatically. Introduced on 1st February 1991,
with A & B post. Seldom collected; Fr.1.10/.90
correct.

 A nice pair of cancels used at the change of year.
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Did You Know?
 March 2000
 'Promopost' is probably new to you also, but is a typical new designation of a postal service,
usually derived from an English expression, in this case 'promotion' of sales, of the nonaddressed delivery of advertising matter. This started in July 1937, according to Zumstein, with a
price of 2c for 50 items, and now for a minimum of 1000 copies of up to 500g for 9c in built-up
areas. However, this service is of little interest to philatelists, as there are no stamps or cancels
used, nor any mark which can distinguish from privately distributed junk, but it brings in money.

 The above service has had some unwanted publicity, as the SP in Ticino refused to distribute a
pamphlet to all households in Bellinzona and Lugano asking for support to prevent the SP closing
practically all sub-PO’s. The SP justified this by quoting rule 4 of the January 2000 regulations,
"against the interest of the Post". Was this Political censorship?

 Under the 'Optima' programme about 600 POs will be closed, bringing the total down to 3000.
Vast differences exist with a PO in a mountain village (open only a few hours a day) serving
perhaps only 100 inhabitants, and in the cities 10,000 dwellers having to queue at the only PO in
their area. Nevertheless Switzerland has the greatest density of POs per 1000 inhabitants in the
world. Not an easy problem to solve.
The number of inhabitants per PO is: Switzerland 1961; Great Britain 3089; Germany 5641; and
the USA 7000.

 All this does affect philatelists, in that more and more automatic gadgets will produce noncollectable receipts and stick-on’s; not nice stamps. These can be obtained in ever-increasing
quantities from the SP Souvenir Shops, sorry, Philatelic Bureaux. The latest issue of March 3rd
got me confused, the most colourful set of six definitives ever issued. See the three FD cancels
below.

 The BBZ for February reveals some more information on the new rates, which is seeping into
daily newspapers. Details will follow when approved by the Federal Council. Part of the rise of the
parcel rates is because when a parcel is sent from Chiasso 1 to Chiasso 2, it first has to cross the
Alps to be electronically sorted in the new centre in Canton Solothurn. It is reasonable that a letter
would have to go to Bellinzona for sorting, at least 100 times lighter than the parcel, strange.

 The SP has made a good thing of selling three of the best sheetlets as an uncut sheet, see page
33 of the October issue of Focus on Stamps; is there a market for the resulting gutter pairs?

 Rölli got a surprise when many catalogues for his forthcoming auction on the 24-26th of February
were 'lost' by the SP. They wrote to all Rölli customers to apologise. Mine came a week after the
first viewing date of the 28th of January.

 All 33 letter-coding machines in Switzerland have now been converted to give 'Quality of Service'
information, i.e. where did a letter get held up? For this each letter receives a unique number. The
new code is not as easy to read as the older system.

 Honegger of Schmerikon has distributed another annual "Alt-Schweiz" catalogue, beautifully
produced, circa 100 pages in full colour. Write to him in English.

 Shown here are the three first day cancels for the new stamps issued for the Centenary of the
International Union of Cyclists, the 'Souvenirs' definitives set and the stamp for the Basel
Carnival.
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Did You Know?
 April 2000
 One can hope that the new head of the Swiss Post, Ulrich Gygi, will bring stability and renew the
feeling of a common purpose to the biggest employer in the country. The 600 POs facing closure
are mainly reprieved, but the price increases will go through in July, if accepted by the Federal
Council.

 From 1849 to 1997 there were 11 Postal Districts, then reorganized into 40 Sales Regions. As
this proved to be impracticable there will now be 7 regions, the intermediate 4 divisions having
also been dropped. The 7 regions will be: West in Lausanne, North-west in Fribourg, North in
Basel, North-east in Zurich, Middle in Luzern, East in Landquart, and South in Bellinzona.
Perhaps some more cancels?
From the latest issue of the fortnightly "Die Post", the house magazine for all postal employees, I
have taken, with difficulty, a Xerox print of the coloured map showing the division of Switzerland
into the 7 regions mentioned. In the accompanying text the borders follow the cantonal border,
usually, more closely than the first 11 regions of 1849. But this does not seem to match the map
in detail; perhaps a better map will be issued later (see below, I have added the compass signs)

.

 After string being banned from use for parcels, one wonders if the new stamp made of lace will
fare better in the automatic machinery. At CHF 5 its use will, I guess, be limited to registered and
express letters, which are all hand sorted.

 In April the fortnightly "Stempel News" will be superseded by a new product, in colour, and
apparently giving more news of new cancellations and changes to POs (usually closures). We
wonder if it will have the range of information that there was in the PTA weekly.

 In 1995 Richard Schafer wrote a major work on Swiss postal history, "Swiss Letter Mail to Foreign
Countries 1459-1907", a wonderful book, nearly all colour illustrations, 440 pages, in German, for
CHF 170. Now his next works are announced: "Swiss Postal Contracts-Tariffs-Routes 16091798", on 15th April for CHF 100; then "Swiss Postal History of the Old
Confederation, up to 1798" on 21st June (St. Gallen) for CHF 300.

 Tangible proof of the new post in a new cancel and stamp, for the
Liechtenstein POST Co., quite clear and straightforward.

 The Philatelic counter in Aarau now has its own
canceller, showing the old town. Few remember today
that Aarau was the first capital of Switzerland, after the
French occupation, followed by Luzern and then Bern
on 28.11.1848.
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Did You Know?
 May 2000
 The term "Fahrpost" was officially changed to "Paketpost" on the 25.11.1907, to remove a point
of confusion among the populace. This is mentioned by Georges Valko on page 29 of his
excellent book "Uber die Frankaturen 1882 bis 1907", published in 1986.

 The SP has another term which needs explaining, "Hybridpost". You will never guess the answer!
Studying the postcode on letters I noticed that, some years ago, the address of the sender firm
did not line up with the place where the letter had been coded. Usually these were accounts or
monthly statements, so I guessed that the firm in say, Winterthur, sent electronically all details to
a specialist firm in Aarau, which printed out the statement, put it in a PP envelope, and off it went,
thousands at a time. Now the SP has caught on to this, and the first installation is being started up
in Zürich Sihlpost, to print all the postal cheque transactions, received electronically from the area
centre in Netstal, Glarus. If banks and other large firms can be won over, then another printing
centre in the west of Switzerland is planned. Security is a problem. The SP guarantees that all
electronic data received before 9pm will be in all Swiss letter boxes the next morning.

 The German name for the excellent Focus on Stamps publication from the Philatelic Bureau is
"Die Lupe" i.e. "The Magnifying Glass". The translation into English is very well done, but in the
latest issue the rather long title in German of the "Verband Schweizerischer Philatelistenvereine"
has appeared in English as "The Association of Swiss Philatelists' Circles". I think that Dr Felix
Ganz used "Union of Swiss Philatelic Societies". Have you any better ideas? "Circles" is too
limited, inferring "Study Circles".

 It has been heard that one can produce one's own printing errors with the strange exhibition block
for St. Gallen, (and now the second one is the same) by filling in the wrong colour in the
numbered spaces. Take a close look at these rather peculiar philatelic gems. At least unique, so
far.

 The attractive Pro Patria series of town views uses steel engraving again, after a number of
years. The black lines are filled in with offset colour by the SP Printing Works (again, not
Courvoisier).

 On the 21st of September 2001 the popular Gabra IV will again be held in Burgdorf, the best unjudged show in Switzerland. The Ganzsachen-Verein celebrates its 75th birthday with this show,
so it will be held after only 7 years instead of the usual 9; they have nearly 300 members.
One of their publications, on Perfins, by Martin Baer, has sold well over 500 copies, for CHF 33. I
recently found in a club packet a new perfin, used in 1922 by the Hasler firm in Bern, just before
their business franking machines came into operation, thus eliminating the need for Perfins. It has
a capital 'H' within an irregular oval of holes. It just shows what can suddenly turn up. There are
three exhibits on Perfins in St. Gallen.

 In February the stamp booklets with the ten 70c self-adhesive stamps have a new backing paper,
effectively chalkier, barely noticeable; for specialists. The more attractive stamp, 90c with
sketches by Rodolphe Töpffer (DYK June 1999) reminded me that
there was an APB cachet for him, used in Geneva on 7/8th
December 1946 in Auto No. 2. See illustration right, in red, which was
incorrect. Only plain set type was to be in red, all drawings and
illustrations were to be in black.
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Did You Know?
 June 2000
 On the 20th of April the Federal Council announced that they had postponed the proposed rise in
letter and parcel rates from July to 1st January 2001 at least. The SP has put forward a more
detailed analysis of their costs.

 In the March 2000 issue of Focus on Stamps you all saw the error found in the printing of the 70c
'Rights of the Child' stamp issued on the 24th of September 1999. In the Romansch text was the
word "Dregts" instead of "Dretgs" (see right). This stamp now
joins the small list of Swiss stamps with errors of text or drawing,
as against the printing errors.

 Cancellations, especially machine slogans, are much more prone to error, and the Italian
language has provided a wealth of such errors. The latest has been reported by Dr Jan Etter to
the NZZ. The illustration on the left shows the original text, which was used in Chiasso from the
3rd to the 12th of January 2000 only, and, on the right, the replacement, first used in Lugano
during April. Incorrectly, he notes, the
same number is used for both version of
the cancel - 2.2.205.

 In No. 3 of the more or less twice-yearly "Fakes- Forgeries- Experts" (F.F.E.) (published by FTEJournal 200 pages, A4, English and German, CHF 50), is an interesting review of the CD-ROM on
the 1850-54 Federal stamps and their forgeries by Prof. Anton M Kofranek.
I guess it is the best description in English of these issues and the printing methods, as well as
the famous forgeries. Available from the AHPS.

 The SP is now severing its electronic connection to the Swisscom network with its own
'Yellowgate' and is, in fact, co-operating with the Swisscom competitors Diax and Sunrise. This
should help their customers with their financial access to the Post-Finance, i.e. Yellowworld,
instead of the Swisscom Blue Windows net. A rainbow future is assured, even without the
telephone firm Orange.

 The computer-generated postage stamps are still being worked on here, so don't miss the
inevitable FDCs. I hope I can warn you in time.

 The auction house of Hans R Schwarzenbach has also made a name for itself with the publication
of the quarterly "Postgeschichte", now in its 21st year with No. 81. One of the most important
Swiss philatelic publications. This year, for the third time, he is arranging for a meeting, open to all
customers and others, on the 5th & 6th of August. The subject is 'Transit-post over the Alps;
before the railway era', i.e. France, Switzerland and Austria. His next auction is on 26/27 May.

 The new Aerophilately Handbook was available at the annual event, this
time at Dübendorf airfield. Expanded to 716 pages, 200 more than the
previous 1992 edition, it is The Classic, a must for all collectors. The 56frame exhibition attracted much attention, two exhibits on historical
documents I found fascinating. Shown here is the special cancel used;
two Ju 52s were taking people for short trips.
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Did You Know?
 July 2000
 You certainly remember the 'three-hole' controversy, with the investigation by Zumstein proving
that there are only two holes, 11 & 9 mm diameter, made in the interspace sheets and a deformed
hole, probably caused by the 11 mm hand punch being dropped, at least twice. Now in the Rölli
auction of 24-26th February 2000 Lot No. 4008, for a full sheet of S18 and S20 with the deformed
hole (this was not mentioned in the description, but I had a look), had a starting price of CHF 160.
It went for CHF 350 net; a fair price. Now in a German auction "Hobbyphilatelie'' are a number of
items with the 'rare' deformed hole, including a full sheet as above, with an asking price of DEM
25,000. The original SBZ article of November 1998 is quoted, and mis-quoted, as proof of rarity.
Fair?

 The new inland rates have not yet been decided, nor when, but the foreign rates for letters and
parcels will go up on the 1st July 2000, but details are not yet known.

 The SP claims that the delay in raising the inland rates will cause a drop in revenue of CHF 100m.
 The Swiss Postal Coaches (the yellow ones) have won the 10-year contract, against seven other
European bus firms, to run all bus services (i.e. continue) in Liechtenstein, for CHF 14.4m, for
2.2m km per year using 49 vehicles and about 60 drivers. Most of the old diesel buses will be
replaced with ones using liquefied natural gas motors.

 The newly organized POs into seven regions (see page 31 in the April Newsletter) will start up on
the 1st of November 2000, with 80 staff.

 The world-wide EMS (Express Mail Service, Datapost in UK) is gradually being eroded by the
private firms. Now the SPI has concluded an agreement with TNT of Holland for the handling of
all foreign parcels, in addition to the one they have with General Parcel. Therefore from the 1st of
July parcels will be sent, at the new rates: Urgent (ex-EMS), Priority (ex-A post), and Economy
(ex-B post).

 Letter box collections are being rationalized. Those with few letters per day will either be
removed, or will be cleared only in the morning. Others, starting in eastern Switzerland, will be
cleared at unknown times, i.e. 'Next collection at ...1 will not be indicated, only a fixed information
on the last clearing on Mon-Fri, Sat & Sun, to achieve delivery the next morning anywhere in
Switzerland. During the week, at our nearest box, this means changed from 8p.m. to 6.45, without
knowing if it has been cleared or not, especially when I am late in sending the copy for the DYK
page! The Sihlpost is 'open' till 8 p.m.

 The latest news from the SPI is that they have made an agreement with 34 AGIP petrol filling
stations around Milan. Using freely supplied envelopes or cardboard packets that can be sent to
anywhere in Italy, or the World, via Chiasso. This is possible if the price per item is more than ITL
6000 (about £2). Delivery is promised in 24 hours in Italy, and up to 3 days in the rest of the
world. If this is successful the service will be extended across the whole country. Something new.

 The new publicity cancel (figure 1) used since the 7th of June in
Brienz, and figure 2 a similar subject on PP advertising mail, i.e.
begging letters. The 'stamp' is yellow and
black.

Figure 1
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Did You Know?
 August 2000
 The new Stempel News has come out, at the NABA St. Gallen, titled Phila News with yellow
overlays, monthly only and, apparently, gratis. The cover photo (b/w) shows the postcard issued
at the NABA St. Gallen of a Zeppelin over St. Gallen. The layout is more open than before, but
without any paragraph numbers; and programme for rest of year.

 The St. Gallen NABA was remarkable in many ways, mostly positive. Information was poorly
handled, some visitors didn't even know there was a second floor, but below. At the Palmares we
were told about the flight of the new Zeppelin to St. Gallen where it picked up seven bags of mail.
Where did this mail come from? Nobody was selling covers or other items at the show, as far as I
could see. An opportunity that was missed. The blocks of 4 lace 'stamps' were sold out before the
end. I did not have the courage to put a single 'stamp' on an ordinary letter to go through a
cancelling machine.

 Jean-Marie Gassman has been replaced as head of 'Stamps and Philately' by Elsa Baxter-Fuchs,
the previous head of 'Product Services' (and a member of the Board of Directors of the ‘Crossair'
airline).

 I have just received (sorry, I found it in a waste-paper basket in the St. Gallen main PO) an
advertising 'letter' with a new 50c definitive on it, i.e. for a bulk rate, but with cut sides, from an
automatic stamp affixing machine. It was correctly announced that on 20th March this stamp
would be sold in rolls of 1000 and 10,000, and that singles, or strips of eleven, would not be sold
by the Philatelic bureaux (too much trouble). These replace the much
used 50c left-handed postman coils (see the example right).
The cancel is a private one, in black, of 8.6.00 with no neutral or
advertising 'flag'. The 'VIII/17' in the lower half is 'VIII' for the 'old' Post
District 8 (Zurich), and '17' is for the seventh owner to be given
permission to cancel in black, bulk rate.

 Only weeks before the end of June the new foreign rates for the 1st of

New Bulk Rate definitive

July were handed out at PO’s. The following are for normal letters, up to B5, 20mm thick (old
rates shown in parentheses).
Weight
20g
50g
100g
150g

‘A’ Post
Europe & Med.
1.30 (1.10)
2.00 (1.80)
3.00 (2.80)
(5.00)

Rest
1.80 (1.80)
3.00 (3.00)
4.30 (4.30)
(7.30)

‘B’ Post
Europe & Med.
1.20 (0.90)
1.70 (1.20)
2.00 (1.50)
(2.20)

Rest
1.40 (1.10)
2.00 (1.40)
2.50 (2.00)
(3.00)

Note: there is no longer a 150g rate, it now falls into the 'Large Letter' category; this is defined as
up to B4, 20mm thick, three steps to 500g. Then there is the 'Maxi Letter', over B4, 20mm thick,
four steps to 2000g. Printed matter rates up to 5kg. Letters to the USA have not changed popular route? The registration fee goes from 4 to 5 CHF.

 The FL will issue a nice set of four for the Sydney Olympic Games on the 4th of September,
taking into account (I guess) the as yet unannounced new inland rates, and the above.

 This year's PP stamps are again printed by the SP, but in small sheets of 20 stamps, to
encourage those who collect by the sheet, but don't forget that there are eight per printing cylinder
rotation.
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Did You Know?
 September 2000
 The Federal Council decided in July not to allow the SP to raise the basic internal A & B letter
rates above the present 90c & 70c, but restricted to 100g instead of the previous 250g (since
1891). However, heavier letters and parcels will be allowed but will cost more. As the SP is losing
CHF 100m per year thereby it seems inevitable that many small post offices will close.

 When the parcel rates go up they too will be divided into A & B, i.e. 'Priority', fast delivery for an
extra CHF 2, and 'Economy' or slow delivery. Four bands (2 to 20kg), instead of five up to 30kg.

 A Large Gold was well-earned by Dr Giovanni Balimann at St. Gallen with his exceptional exhibit
on the history and development of machine cancellations from the first use in Switzerland in 1911.
It is rare for an exhibit showing post-1907 material to gain high honours. Perhaps this is at last
showing an acceptance of modern themes by juries, and not before time with classic material way
beyond the purse of any new collector today. Owing to their scarcity, many historical postmarks
make Basel Dove stamps look like packet fillers.

 Those members with a stock of old Swiss banknotes should check during their next visit that
Swiss shopkeepers will still accept them. If not then banks will exchange them without charge; if
they are very old then the National Bank will usually still take them. If you are in any doubt then
send me photocopies and I will ask the local bank.

 The very useful SBB/CFF map, 1:300 000 has been re-issued at CHF 19.80. Details of all city,
local and regional train and bus services are shown in a separate booklet along with a 'List of
Places' together with some 'Places to see'; in four languages (with English) mainly. Well worth the
price!

 In future if one of the yellow posting boxes gets less than 50 letters between collections, there is a
risk of it being removed or the number of daily collections being reduced, but there will always be
a Sunday collection. Of the 21,500 boxes in use at present one should be within 400m of each
household. Each of the 23 'Letterpost Centres' can make its own decisions on how it intends to
make the collection more efficient, and cheaper.

 All posting boxes are being fitted internally with a bar code which cannot be read until the box is
empty. A hand-held 'reader' is then used to register when each box on the route is cleared, and
also at post offices. This ensures that all boxes are cleared at the specified (internal) times, and in
effect when each letter entered the system.

 The Swiss Post International (SPI) is continuing its activities in Italy to help postcards reach their
addressees quickly. More than 100 hotels now sell the same booklets of 'stamps' as last year.

 Once again Charles LaBlonde has discovered another curious thing about this postcard system
for tourists. He received two different postcards from Paris, which went to the USA via Zürich
Airport! See figure 1 with the impression in black, customer No. 077 MTS (Mail Transport
System?). So far this type has been seen only for foreign mail to be distributed in Switzerland.
Figure 2 is in red and smaller, number changed to 977 (?) and the time included, 17:00. There are
no stamps as 'PP' is sufficient, but who paid what and to whom? Both the postcards were handed
in at a Paris hotel.

Figure 1
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Did You Know?
 October 2000
 Accidents can happen, in particular between the writing and the printing of our Newsletter, in
other words the price of the paperback version of the Zumstein 2001 Catalogue is CHF 20, and
not 25. Apologies all round. And my thanks to your Editor who corrects numerous errors and
omissions of mine!

 More importantly a serious fire at the binding works consumed all the spiral bound copies, and
some of the paperback copies of this essential tool for philatelists. Not only Zumstein suffered but
also the Dealer's version was partially lost. Deliveries should all have been made before the end
of September, at the latest.

 You must not miss the story of Zumstein in the latest (4/2000) issue of Focus on Stamps, a most
useful magazine to all collectors of Switzerland, and it is free.

 Should you suddenly notice that you have not received the last couple of issues of Focus on
Stamps, it is likely that somehow you forgot to return a postcard sent to you for confirmation of
your interest, if you had not ordered anything lately. Ordering is not a condition. However they
have to check up on foreign addresses etc. from time to time.

 A number of dealers have noticed that high-priced modern material is not selling well because of
some doubts as to its authenticity. Erwin Steinbrüchel has sent, to all experts, auction houses and
others, a full-colour explanation with greatly magnified photographs of mint stamps cancelled
using lasers and other modern printing processes. One of the cases which alerted him to this new
"practice" was when a set of the 1949 definitives, in blocks of four, was offered with excellent FD
cancels. However, the 20c was Die II. Further examination showed consistent aberrations of the
cancel details, which could not have happened twelve times with hand-struck cancellations. This
case, and others, showed that the 'inks' used in these modern methods are not absorbed by the
paper of the stamp.

 In connection with this one must remember that only after Decree 178 of the 22nd November
1924, i.e. for the 1924 PJ stamp issue, was it allowed to cancel a pair or block of 4 with one strike.
Until then every stamp had to be individually cancelled. But letters do exist with a single cancel on
several stamps. Were these just 'private' or has anyone seen such a pre-1924 letter which
travelled across Switzerland, or even one which went to the UK or the USA?

 In August my wife received two thick catalogues, nothing special, but on their way into the 'vertical
filing system' I noticed that they did not have the usual 'PP' mark for postage. As shown in figures
1 & 2 they had 'CAT', obviously indicating a special rate for catalogues, a bulk rate cash payment.
And that is as far as I can get. The Zürich PO main information desk could not even find out
where I could get more information within the SP organisation! I would like to know, for example
what is the minimum number? Of course big
catalogue firms will know and the rest of us do not
need to know!
Figure 1

Figure 2

 Apparently on 9.5.99 a new PO was opened in a large store in Mendrisio.
My efforts to get official confirmation or a mention in the official Phila News
have been unsuccessful; see example right.
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Did You Know?
 November 2000
 On the 1st of January 2001 the Swiss Express rates go up again; increases range from CHF 1 to
5, depending on weight, the heavier the higher. Swiss Express is now quite separate from Letters
& Parcels, and cannot be subsidized by them. It fixes prices to be just below that of the private
carriers. Details will follow as soon as announced.

 Another new name has appeared, Swiss Post NET, in combination with TNT, for night deliveries
across Europe. They offer a special service 'Innight Express' in Switzerland. If your dishwasher,
for instance, needs a special washer, which has to come from, say, Holland, this will be delivered
at night, into the repair man's service van, ready for him to bring it to you as soon as he comes to
work. The Innight Express people have a set of keys from all their customers, for storerooms,
workshops, cars and vans. The Internet can't beat that. Price? How important is your washing up?

 I’ve been shown a package of very interesting information sheets prepared by SP for use in
schools, to make clear the positive side of the modern "service public", as applied to the post
office. Admirably, and unexpectedly, well done.

 PC-generated DIY stamps are now being worked on by two firms: Ascom (Hasler) and Frama,
see illustrations. A new value frame will be introduced for ordinary franking machines on the 1st of
January 2001 for those customers who will get a special discount if their monthly usage is over
CHF 2500 per
annum.

 The 70c stamp to be issued on the 21st of November was chosen by popular vote, for the first
time in the 150 years of the Swiss posts. Designed by Martin Eberhard it shows the Zürich
'Böögg' burning, and gained 18% of the 10,000-odd votes cast. Ten designs were offered for the
Day of the Stamp issue 2000.

 Several machine slogans have appeared
with their contact address given as
'www.... etc'. Two are shown here.

 I have been informed that the five circular 'stamps' issued by the SP on the 15th of September are
not part of the anti-AIDS campaign. The main objective is to present something new. The five
basic colours used are, of course, to match the famous five Olympic rings, and can be so stuck on
an envelope accordingly. After going through the mailing system will anybody notice the yellow
and green 'stamps' are for official IOC use only? Are there any collectors out there who feel the
SP should NOT do away with these "never-used correctly" labels from about eight different
international offices?

 The guest nation this year at the postal history 'Mecca' in Sindelfingen will be Switzerland, with a
special SP stand, from the 27th to the 29th of October. The exhibition and bourse is situated just
south of Stuttgart, Germany.
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Did You Know?
 December 2000
 A number of excellent books have appeared lately. The most popular will be, among nonspecialists,'Philately, a Hundred Times' by Peter Meier (ex PTT Museum) 220 pages of
fascinating information in three languages (D,F,E) on 100 items in chronological order, spread
over about 300 years. The cover or card, in colour, is discussed on the facing page. Should show
to all new collectors, especially, the depth of interest behind stamps. CHF 34.00, excl. p&p. At
210 x 210 mm it will fit in all stockings.

 Richard Schaefer has brought out two further tomes of his postal history epic; 'Das Postwesen der
Alten Eidgenossenschaft' and 'Postvertrge - Taxen - Routen Alte Eidgenossenschaft'. Both in
German deal fully with posts in Switzerland before 1798. The former has 300 pages with most
illustrations in colour, CHF 300 and the latter 450 pages with b/w only, CHF 100. Beautiful
productions, for specialists.

 Another important book is 'Helvetische Republic 1709 - 1803' by Andreas Gruenewald; 432 pages
all in colour, in German, CHF 160. Fits into the above Schaefer set. Both are members of the
Swiss Postal History Society.

 The mysterious cancel shown on page 79 of the October issue of HNL 'Mendrisio Fox Town' is in
a type of supermarket, but is only a depot, and opened on 17.5.00. What is new is that it opened
under full secrecy; specifically philatelists were not to be told! I can partly understand this as it is
unbelievable what collectors want to have precisely cancelled. I think that (as in the UK) anything
to be cancelled should have at least the B-post rate, not 5c as at present. There are other cancels
on the secret list as well.

 An experienced philatelic journalist (he writes on Swiss Philately every month in a German
publication) Walter Wehrle, has in this way told of his attempts to get a special cancel on the
official invitation to the celebrations of 'Bellinzona - 500 years in the Federation' on 14th April
2000. Why not one cancel, let alone a stamp, was issued for this historical event is also a good
question. But Bellinzona refused to cancel the 70c stamp of 1960 (Z.365) with. K-cancel K1274,
with no reason given. Since then he has been trying in Bern Philatelie with no success at all, to
get at least his unused stamp back. However, I have noticed that the cancel he asked for was
withdrawn on 16.10.97, but the successor K1274a would have been OK.

 The year 2000 Album at CHF 49 from the Bureau, in four languages (D,F,I,E), and with a unique
embroidered NVI "stamp" is a good buy for 96 pages of information and stamps. See your copy of
Focus on Stamps for details.

 The 90c Christmas stamp has been beautifully designed by Bernadette Baltis, who did the 1992
and 1993 PJ stamps, and the 1995 Basle Dove miniature sheet, and others too. All first class.

 The PJ stamps are, for the first time; 2 x 70c & 2 x 90c. Will this
give different booklet layouts? These have a layout of 6 x 70c & 4 x
90c. Nice FD cancel

 Collectors of the red business franking machine impressions are in
for a shock. They will now be in blue, as soon as each machine is
changed over from the present credit system, i.e. pay at the end of
the month following a telephone
or postcard 'reading', of the meter
registering the 'stamps' used, to
an all-electronic system based on
pre-paid debit, as is the new
world standard. See example left
for a normal-looking impression from an Ascom-Hasler Mailmaster (note the old four-figure
machine number), but almost a FD of the new system in Switzerland. The UPU decision to use
red, taken in Madrid in 1922, is thus over-ridden.
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Did You Know?
 January 2001
 I wish you all an interesting 2001, not too sticky and be careful of your perforations! I really hope
to clear up a number of outstanding queries this year (good resolution No. 1) and I don't mind you
sending me a rocket to get me back on track.

 Last December the Philatelic Counter in Zürich moved from the first floor of the Fraumünster Post
to the ground floor (old Swisscom office) giving them an improved location at street level, almost
equal to that in Luzern.

 Fribourg was upgraded from a sub-centre to a Regional Centre in October, and equipped with two
of the newest Siemens (AEG-Electrocom) coding/sorting machines type IRV/DBCS (Integrated
Reading and Video system/Delivery Barcode Sorter) which can handle up to half a million letters
per day. The coding remains the same.

 In Zürich Sihlpost the same type of machines are being installed as the daily pressure of 2.5
million letters has risen to 3.5 million.

 The auction house of Kronenberg in Basel had an auction (13th December) in which two items
stand out. A part sheet of the Geneva Doubles, i.e. the top with all the instructions and two rows
of ten stamps (five pairs) mint. The green colour is considered truer than the part sheet in the
Museum of Communication as it has lain undisturbed for 70 years in a bank safe. The other item
is a corner block of four Basel Doves with wide margins. This was bought in 1930 for the vast sum
- then - of CHF 75 000. Starting price today - a million.

 In the December edition of SBZ there was an article by Dr Andreas Burkhardt (and R Schmidt),
who was until recently Curator of the Museum for Communication, on the rumoured poisonous ink
used for printing the Basel Dove stamps. He can guarantee that this is not the case. The sixpage, fully-illustrated article in colour handles many other aspects of this stamp. It also illustrates
how scientific methods of incredible complexity can today be easily applied to stamp forgeries, in
ways unthinkable a decade ago.

 Readers of Focus on Stamps are privileged. The general public in Switzerland do not know that
pre-stamped covers can be bought at all POs, A & B post in sizes C6 & C5, at the nominal prices
of 90 or 70c, that is the envelopes are free. They are for internal use but can be up-rated by
adding the appropriate stamps for foreign countries. As an additional attraction the A & B service
remains even after the next rate change. That is perhaps why selling them is not being pushed, a
funny way for an organisation devoted to selling
in today's market. So get hold of them before
they are withdrawn because of lack of demand
(see the figures right).

 Last month I wondered about the number of possible
PJ booklets. However, it is not four, but only one. The
70c value is that of the booklet cover (see figure) and
the 90c the boy with the umbrella, as used in the PD
cancel and shown in last month's Newsletter. Nicely
done.
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Did You Know?
 February 2001
 On Monday the 1st of January (the 3rd being the first working day) the SP presented a whole
basketful of new systems, and some new Prices, and you can guess which way.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

New letter rates, in four categories inland, see table below.
Inland Registration replaced by Recorded Delivery.
Parcels also now A&B, Priority or Economy. Details next month.
New rules for business franking machines. See DYK December 2000, and figure 1.
New Express rates.
"Pauschalfrankiert" (all inclusive) postage for Official offices has been withdrawn.
INLAND: JAN.1 2001
Type

Size
B5

mm
20*

g
100

A
0.90

B
0.70

LSI
5.00

B5
B4

20*
20

250
500

1.30
2.20

1.10
1.80

5.00
5.00

B4

50

1000

5.00

4.50

6.00

Standard:
Midi:
Large:

Maxi:

g
20
50
100
100
250
500
250
500
1000
2000

FOREIGN: JULY 1 2000
Priority
Economy
Zone1
Zone 2
Zone 1
Zone 2
1.30
1.80
1.20
1.40
2.00
3.00
1.70
2.00
3.00
4.30
2.00
2.50
3.50
6.00
11.00
8.00
12.00
19.00
29.00

4.50
8.00
14.50
10.00
17.00
30.00
47.00

2.50
3.50
6.00
5.00
7.00
11.00
19.00

3.00
5.00
8.00
6.00
9.00
16.00
29.00

New Swiss Letter Rates:
All prices are in Swiss francs (CHF). Weights in grams (g)
Dimensions in millimetres (mm = maximum thickness) B5 = 250x176 max. B4 = 353x250 max.
Inland: To include insurance up to 500 fr, plus 9-. (LAS)
COD to a maximum of 10,000 fr, plus 11-.
* indicates that if up to 50 mm thick then plus 2.30 fr, A & B post.
LSI = Lettre Signature including A post against a signature but no insurance.
(Equivalent to ‘Recorded’ in UK)
Foreign: ‘Registration an additional 5.00 fr.
Zone 1 is Europe and the Mediterranean; Zone 2 is the rest of the world.
Express: Separate lists will be published later.
Figure 1: An early use of the
new business franking
machine marks, in blue, see
4, above. Found by
Giovanni Balimann.

 Since 1891 letters could weigh up to 250g as the one and only step, when anything heavier was a
parcel. Then, in 1991, an additional step was added, up to 500g. In 1996 this was raised to
1000g. Now the first step has been reduced to 100g and a new step, called "Midi", has been
introduced.

 Liechtenstein Post AG has issued its own A4 seven-page leaflet on their new rates, as from
1.1.01, and in some ways it is clearer than the new Swiss equivalent. This confirms that the old
contract made with the Swiss in 1921, regarding common customs, posts
and currency, is still in force.

 The Tourist Bureau in Arosa now have their own "stamps" for postcards
mainly, sold for CHF 1 in hotels and other places. The stamped cards are
handed in to the Tourist Bureau, who make a bulk "PP" sending at the
PO. As this CHF 1 is cheaper than the foreign rate the Tourist Bureau has
to make up the difference, but gain on the publicity that this stunt has
brought them. See example right, who will be next?

 Erwin Steinbrüchel had to postpone the publication of his study of the
Swiss Frank stamps, Z.2-16, 1911 to 1943, as so much new information has been discovered.
Publication should be at the end of this year, about 600 pages: in full colour CHF 400; in b&w
CHF 100.
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Did You Know?
 March 2001
 Once upon a time one could have relied on a special commemorative stamp on a major
anniversary of every entry into the old confederation, never missed until 2001. Basel joined on
13th July 1501, and Schaffhausen accepted on 10th August 1501, becoming the 11th and 12th
members respectively. The last stamp issued for such an event was for Basel Country, on 26th
May 1983 (40c, Z.700), for 150 years following the split from Basel Town. No such stamp, or
stamps, is planned according to the latest 2001 list of new issues. Perhaps there will be a pair of
machine cancels?

 Perhaps we will have the compensation of chocolate-flavoured gum for the 90c Chocosuisse
stamp to be issued on the 28th of March this year. I can't wait.

 When Ulrich Gygi, the CEO of the SP, announced that 25% of the 3600 POs would have to close
within the next 5 years, he emphasised that would reduce the losses by only 20% of that
demanded by Parliament! In Graubünden, the worst affected region, 75% of their POs would have
to close. Each village is expected to find a way of combining the PO with a local shop, or even the
local council office. I managed to get a complete list of GR Post Offices.

 During the recent Christmas rush some PO sorters stuck new address labels on insured packets
sent by jewellers. Wives, or girl friends, being the "new" recipients. That they had not realized was
that the correct address was already in the electronic memory, which directed the packet to the
relevant parcel distribution office, There the discrepancy to the label address was immediately
discovered. At first it was thought there had been an electronic failure, but when more such "missent" packets arrived. . . This illustrates one valid reason why the PO is not always keen to
answer questions on operational procedures. Philatelists should keep to stamps, in their view.

 Giovanni Balimann has now issued his two books on the "History of PP", via the Consilium.
Volume A deals with Regulations from 1910 onwards, and Volume B the cancellations used, hand
and machine, by every PO. Hard bound, in German (text in 6 colours), about 250 A4 pages each,
CHF 140 each volume. Something fantastic for specialists.

 The SP has also taken no notice (so far?) that it is 10 years since Switzerland followed the UK
initiative of 1968 and introduced a two-tier mail system, and went a bit further by being the first to
apply it to foreign mail as well.

 In the Kronenberg auction the part sheet of 20 Geneva large eagles went for CHF 230,000 (plus
15%). Refer to page 7 of the January Newsletter.

 Shown here is a new cancellation, in black, 29mm diameter, on a stampless
cover from Bern, SP Finance Dept, but cancelled in Basel 39, without hours
in the date bridge. According to the last OV of 1998, and to the latest PLZ list
of June 1999, Basel 39 is not listed. See how long it takes to find another
one.

 To celebrate their commercial freedom the Liechtenstein Post AG issued a new slogan from
1.1.01 used in Vaduz & Schaan, No, 3,318, local publicity, which was used as PO publicity has
been closed down. The colours would be blue above
and red below.
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Did You Know?
 April 2001
 I was surprised to see in an old 1996 sales list, of a top Swiss philatelic firm, the three PJ
vignettes shown right. The text said "Kat. Fr.8350 mit Attest, Fr.4500". I think they would know
today that the Bern canceller used on the "French" and
"Italian" labels could not have been made before 1914.
The "German" label is not clear. Just a reminder to
collectors to keep an eye open for cancellers with "cross
and PK No." in the upper and lower segments, where
the date indicates a "premature birth", that is a FAKE.

 Only 125 postmen were bitten by dogs during 2000.
This is a drop from 144 cases in 1999, perhaps because
of the present curb on vicious dogs. Ten postmen were off work for 4 days or longer.

 In the January 2001 issue of the Phila News (No. 8) it was mentioned that four TPO routes
operating out of Luzern had been closed. This sort of information has never been given before.
One of these routes was Luzern to Engelberg, and that was interesting, because of the named
TPO cancel used. Last Day cancels could be ordered up to the 16th of
February. See illustration left for the last day, 29.12.00-143. This train 143
was the last daily "collector" train, leaving Engelberg at 18.45; and, after
stopping practically everywhere, arriving in Luzern at 19.44, in time for the
collected letters to be code/sorted and sent off for delivery the next morning,
anywhere in Switzerland. Now motor transport is used, more flexible, and can
collect direct from the various PO’s.

 Until July 2000 (I have not been able to establish the exact date) it was possible to refuse
acceptance of an item, either at the counter or on the doorstep, in fact one could go to the PO a
few days later and hand in a refused item. The original sender had to pay the return postage.
Lately it seems the PO has had trouble in collecting these fees. Now to save trouble, the recipient
has to pay the return Postage. However, unsolicited objects can in
law be kept; sender's loss. On the new LSI (i.e. old registered)
covers one now sees the text (see right) which allows such letters
to be returned by B-post. This is applied by the sender.

 On the 13th of March a stamp was issued for 100 years of the Swiss Aero Club. Again a good
opportunity was missed. No collector of aircraft themes will touch it, because the plane is not
identifiable. Perhaps a work of art, but who wants it?

 In the two issues of "Tell" for 2001 there has appeared an interesting article by Heinrich
Heissinger where he summarizes the series of 19 articles by Toni Abele which appeared in the
SBZ from July 1944 till July 1948, on the "Philatelic Literature of Switzerland", and on examples
from his own library. Very useful indeed.

 Shown below is the 40c Europa stamp of 1983, the celestial globe made by Jost Burgi in 1594 in
Kassel. This object is kept in the National Museum in Zürich and they have published a fantastic
book (German and French editions, at CHF 15 (70 pages).
Many colour enlargements show the intricate detail of his work for which he
made the calculations. With John Napier he discovered logarithms. He was
born in Lichtensteig, Canton St Gallen.
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Did You Know?
 May 2001
 According to the April issue of the SBZ the world-famous stamp printing firm of Courvoisier will
close down at the end of April 2001. This is astonishing news, but it seems that they can no
longer compete where quantity is more important than quality. For about 70 years a small group
of specialists delivered stamps to many countries. Now the last 33 will lose their jobs, and
philately will lose a great source of wonderful stamps.

 It seems the last stamps from La Chaux-de-Fonds for the SP will be the chocolate issue of the 9th
of May, 90c stamps with a real chocolate flavour, but bitter-sweet too!

 During a conversation I chanced on the subject of pre-dated stamps sold at exorbitant prices and
mentioned those of a 1996 price list (see DYK last month). My acquaintance could recall these as
having been immediately withdrawn from sale and in fact, kept as an
example of that sort of faking.

 The PJ forerunner opposite shows another kind of trap, offered in an auction
in April this year with the description, "CTO in Bex with back-dated
canceller". True, but still a fake for the next buyer. The cross in the upper
segment proves that the cancel could not have been in use in 1912. Why
are stamp collectors so interested in non-postal labels?

 For those who have been considering a collection of Thematics, based on
Russian planes shown on Swiss stamps and cancellations, they can make a
good start with this example. The plane in the cancel, to be used as indicated,
is a Russian-built Antonov AN 2, well-known in many third-world countries for
its short landing and take-off powers. Here it is used for towing sailplanes up to
a suitable height. It is a slow and reliable aircraft.

 The SP is thinking of reducing the number of code/sorting centres from 13 (plus 10 satellite sortonly) to four or five super-centres, made possible by improved computer software and the lowcost petrol and diesel fuel.

 The new self-adhesive stamp booklets, 70 & 90c, to be issued on the 9th of May, are a cheap
solution in that both have existed before as sheet stamps, but the 70c is now to be printed in
Australia by the Post Office. They will also make the dispensers for both values, for 100 stamps
each, following the UK style. More next month when I have seen them. More details in Focus on
Stamps 2/2001.

 The round self-adhesive stamps of 15.9.00 had annoyed me, particularly the pair of 10c nonusable, to the unforgivable effect that I had not noticed that both booklets had been printed in the
UK by Questa. The first stamps not to have been printed in Switzerland for about 70 years. Where
will the next ones come from? Sweden is a great booklet country!

 The remaining three Evangelists, Mark, Luke and John are no longer on sale after 40 years,
though it seems that, if you hurry, you can still get a couple of sheets of 25 each, of John, at CHF
20 each, from the Philatelic Bureau.

 It is becoming difficult to define mint and used these days,
as the various Philatelic organisations produce one
wonderful 'unique' souvenir after another. Liechtenstein
put out a pair of "scratch" stamps on the 5th of March,
adding another two variations, see right, and now Bern
has discovered the whiff of chocolate. How many whiffs
between mint and used, that is the question?
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Did You Know?
 June 2001
 In June 2002 the Swiss Post will close their stamp printing works in Bern, due, they say, to a drop
in the use of stamps, and financial forces. Today all large POs have computer terminals, and
medium POs have SFS 'stamps', so only the smallest ones (i.e. those to be closed) need stamps
at all. The Philatelic Bureau will be able to get their souvenirs from the big countries. A sad day
indeed.

 From a philatelist's point of view this can bring all sorts of varieties as paper supplies run down
next year, and foreign suppliers use the wrong sort of paper, strange perforations etc. It will be
worthwhile keeping your eyes open and the magnifying glass handy. Good hunting, and don't let
the tears blur the vision.

 The Alma Lee auction by Rapp in Wil SG on the 8th of May achieved high to very high prices;
nothing was unsold during the time I was there. Three items were of special interest: the pair of
Zürich 4 on cover dated 8 April 1847 fetched almost double the starting price with net CHF
220,000, which was also reached by the triangular cover with a Zürich 6, and then the Rayon II
with cross in black frame at CHF 240,000. (Who said an over-franked cover was of little interest?)

 The SPI have been made to close down their postcard collection in Italy, sometime at the
beginning of this year, by the Italian PO. A recent postcard from Paris to Charles LaBlonde in
Colorado, USA, went via a re-mailing service in Athens. Apparently this can still be done as a
'stamp' is not involved (only a rubber 'stamp'). Collectable items.

 The SP is making scientific studies to determine in which 17 Swiss cities the number of POs can
be halved. In Zürich, of the present 46 POs, 22 have been selected for closure but 9 betterlocated ones could be built, giving a total of 33. Opposition is growing, and it does not help to say
that EU countries have even fewer POs!

 The "Fundación Bose" of Buenos Aires is probably not read by many members to keep up with
Argentinean postal history, but in No. 4 of 2000 there is a long article by René Jacobsohn of
Zürich, a member of the Swiss Postal History Society, on the cancellers made by Güller for
Argentina during the first 20 years or so of the 20th century. Also shown are a number of covers
where the use of some of these cancels is illustrated. Who will write the next article on the foreign
use of the Güller cancellers?

 I have been given another rare book, the 66th volume of the "American Philatelic Congress". Only
unpublished articles on original research are accepted. In this volume there is a 24-page article
on the WW II correspondence of a firm on the Lake of Zürich, making textile machinery, to a firm
called "Canadian Cottons" in New Brunswick, Canada. Much of the correspondence to Canada
has survived as the recipient, the manager, was a collector and it is still to be found at bourses
and fairs in North America. The article is based-on such letters, and fascinating details of the
factories at both ends, put together by Charles LaBlonde, after years of research.

 The illustration shows an interesting "cancel" found in the PTT archive
lately by Hans-Ulrich Sieber, the most knowledgeable man on old
cancellers. It was by a French maker of cancellers, Leppe, giving his
change of address to the Swiss PO on 16th April 1850. Did he make any
cancellers for Switzerland?
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Did You Know?
 July 2001
 Another blow to philately has been decided by the SP, namely that five of the eleven wellequipped philatelic counters must close; Geneva at the end of May 2001,
and Aarau, Chur, Luzern, and Neuchâtel at the end of June. Aarau
received a pictorial K-canceller only recently, No. 1336 on 23.2.00 (see
right). Although all are located in SP buildings they probably could not
cover the rent; some of these buildings now belong to Swisscom, no
doubt.

 The POs in border regions, and generally all main POs, all told 430, will be able to accept Euro
currency from the 1st of January 2002. Also all the main supermarket chains will accept Euros, as
well as the Post buses in the border areas.

 I’ve mentioned before that I did not like the Aero Club stamp issued on the 13th of March 2001.
Now a further negative aspect has been drawn to my attention. Every stamp of the eight in the
miniature sheet is different and rates a separate catalogue number!
In the example
shown here is
an enlargement
of the top left
corner of the
sheet showing
how the arrangement of the clouds encroaches over the line of perforations giving another
background. I wonder if in 100 years time some enthusiast will re-discover this and make a
statistical study to discover the rarest and most expensive version. I doubt it.

 The chocolate sheetlet of 15 stamps (9.5.01) avoids this trap by careful design. The SP has
revealed how the original chocolate aroma is achieved. A 5th printing cylinder applies a clear
lacquer which consists of millions of micro-spheres each filled with chocolate perfume. When a
finger is rubbed gently over the top layer of the stamp, the bubbles burst and allow the perfume to
escape.

 Many children will be disappointed this Christmas, and next. The K-cancel No. 734 for 'WienachtTobel is shown right. Now this name has nothing whatsoever to do with 'Weihnacht' (Christmas),
but some years ago some child wrote to Father Christmas at that
address, and received a small present from the postmaster. Over the
years this has grown to become a major exercise, handled by the local
tourist office. Now the SP is closing the PO, and has stirred up a wave
of opposition. We will see what happens.

 From 9th - 10th of June the train timetables changed from winter to summer, and many
organizational things in the PO and SBB/CFF also change on that day. I suspected that one or
more of the three remaining private TPOs would be withdrawn then. But so far none of my covers
to the Rhätische bahn, the Furka bahn, nor the Brig-Zermatt bahn have come back, so I cannot
say what has happened.

 Liechtenstein, from 1961 to 1970, issued a series of 17 excellent stamps showing scenes from a
medieval illustrated book of love poems (MInnesänger). Switzerland followed in 1988 with four in
the Pro Patria series. The K-cancel on the left shows a scene for the 1111th
year festival in Teufen (ZH). On the right is the 75c
Liechtenstein stamp (Z.372) of the same event. The
place, Teufen in Canton Zürich having once belonged to
Wernher von Tüfen, the knight shown leading his love
to?
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Did You Know?
 August 2001
 Two further MLO satellites, Neuchâtel and Lugano, are to close, as the letters for their subregions will now be sorted in Biel/Bienne and Bellinzona respectively. This is caused by the old
sorting machines wearing out, and the drop in letters due to e-mail and fax. One of the
advantages of the mechanical sorting machines is that their electronic control can easily be used
for statistical purposes. In this way the Post know for every minute of the day (if necessary)
exactly how many letters got from A to Z, allowing exact planning. If the many letters one sees
without coding can be a significant percentage, I do not know.

 The name of Courvoisier is not dead. The firm has been taken over by Walsall Security Printers in
the UK, and the printing presses are being moved to their new home, so that they can continue
under the old name. A Swiss sales office will be maintained in Neuchâtel.

 I was finally successful in getting samples of the last three TPOs using named route cancels, see
below. It had not been clear at the time of the change to the summer timetable (always an
important date for the PO too) on the 9-10th June 2001, whether
the TPOs would be withdrawn, or at least would not cancel any
letters. We will see next year. I am sorry to say that I have not
been able to clear up if
any SBB/CFF TPOs still
use their 'AmbulantBahnpost' cancels.

 In a recent SP publicity leaflet there was a chronology of the posts, from which I have extracted
the following:










1830, first post coach crosses the Alps via the St. Gotthard.
1857, Post and Railways work together, with the mails, 20 years after the UK, special coaches put into
service.
1903, first motor coaches carry the mail.
1906, Post-check (Giro in UK) system introduced.
1919, first airmail on a regular basis, Zürich-Dübendorf to Bern-Oberlindach* to Lausanne-Blecherette,
and later to Genève-Cointrin (?) *(note that in the Luftpost-Handbuch the adjacent village of Kirchlindach
is mentioned, and no mention is made of Cointrin, which I have added.).
1920, PTT formed from the previous departments of Posts, Telegraph, and Telephone.
1939, Letter boxes and stamp dispensers change from dark-green to yellow.
1961, the last horse-drawn mail coach in Avers (GR) retired.

 It is a long time since someone sent me a telegram. Don't hurry, it is too late! On the 1st of May
2001 all foreign telegraph services were suspended, following the suspension of inland telegrams
on the 1st of January 1999. Herbert Judmaier, who writes a lot about Swiss posts, mentions in a
short article in the German DBZ, that in 1997 there were 200,000 foreign telegrams sent, but in
2000 only 40,000. Reason - yet again e-mail and fax.

 The opposition to the announced closures of about 25% of all POs (75% in the Grisons) is rising
with demonstrations, petitions and such. The quasi-scientific survey made by the SP said that
closing half the POs in the City of Zürich would not make much difference. They forgot that with
only half the number of counters, the queues would then be twice as long.

 At the GABRA IV, September 21-23 in Burgdorf, the last MPO will be dusted off and again use
the old cancellers, in a different language every day. Not to be missed.

 From about March this year the Philatelic Bureau has been using a new sealing label for its
covers to standing order customers, in yellow as before, giving more details of their addresses.
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Did You Know?
 September 2001
 17 years after they stole the ancient Unspunnen Stone, the Jura Freedom
Fighters have returned it, on the 11th of August in Saignelégier. This 83.5
kg stone was first used in 1805 in Interlaken, during an Alpine Festival, and
was heaved a few metres. In the meantime a replica has been used, and
this will perhaps remain in use as the original has been damaged and now
weighs less. See Z.655, right.

 Without any visible publicity the SP introduced new abbreviations for all
European countries during 1999, following an instruction from Brussels (?)
to use the current ISO regulations instead of the old system introduced in about 1965 (by the
CEPT countries?). In this the motor car international identifications were used to precede the
postcode numbers, and had usually only one letter, e.g. F, D, I etc. Some had two letters as CH &
FL.
Although this system proved to be a great help, it was rejected, by the United Kingdom. However,
everyone used GB as seen on British cars all over Europe. Now two letters are to be used
consistently, as in the internet and e-mail addresses. Note that CH remains, but Liechtenstein
becomes LI. See the three slogans below: figure 1 is No.3.79; figure 2 is No.3.266; and figure 3 is
No.4.6.283, i.e. not for continuous use, and shows the www address with 'LI'.

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

 An up-to-date list of these abbreviations does not apparently exist for SP customers, only in the
latest Postcode booklet of June 1999 have I found an incomplete list. If you have more interest
than the SP then perhaps a kind clerk will look up your question on their computer, without a
printout. PS found the list, copy with the Editor.

 I was given a 16-page A4 booklet on the new letter rates, with the curious title of "Transparent
and fair", Tariff for business customers. As I am not such, I was glad to have found a kind clerk.
This publication has no number (and is not the only one), so how does the SP organize its stockkeeping and re-ordering? It contains an excellent list of all main rates, with old and new clearly
shown. Excluded are the rates for Swiss-Express, as this is another firm!

 The above booklet, in addition to a number of meaningless full-page pictures and sales guff, has
a remarkable announcement, i.e. that in future the sender of an inland under-franked letter (if his
name and address are known), will have to pay the additional 50c fine, instead of the recipient as
at present. I will make a few tests on this curious change of policy. Some years ago I wrote an
article in the Newsletter on these cards, and the "Taxe Perçue" rubber cancels, which are sent to
collect only the missing postage on inland and foreign letters.

 Three MPO cancellations (I, F & G) will be used during the three days of GABRA IV and are
shown in the latest issue of Focus on Stamps. The previous 'last day' was
at the launch of a number of stamps in Martigny of 11.3.97, when no
slogan was used, see illustration right. The last use with an event slogan
(rubber) was for the Escalade in Geneva in 1995.

 There will at least be a special cancellation to celebrate the entry of Basel
into the Confederation 500 years ago. That was for both half-cantons, as
only in 1833 did Basel Land split from Basel Town. The text reads "The
Festival of Basel - 500 years with the Swiss".
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Did You Know?
 October 2001
 I should have mentioned a month or so ago that I am in a state of confusion, i.e., more than usual,
as we are making some house alterations, which means that I am losing the two main rooms of
my "archive". This archive consists mainly of thousands of only partly sorted covers, old
magazines, and other odds and ends. About 95% can be thrown away without much loss to
international philately, but where are the worthwhile 5% hiding? So a lot of temporary housing is
needed, not too damp. Much will be taken away by friends who are interested in "PP" or red
meter frankings, for instance. However, a major consideration is stopping progress; I am always
finding something of interest, which with a few more still to be found, could make a valuable
article in the Newsletter. So please be patient, in the end (2001 I hope) something should come
out of it all, of use to members.

 Karl Gebert is the well-deserved recipient of the 2001 Award from the Consilium Philatelie
Helvetica, mainly for his enormous work to produce the book Postellen-Chronik and the disk
version. This may well be the first major philatelic work produced in this form. A copy of the longsold-out book has turned up, if anyone is interested contact the Editor.

 The illustrations here show an interesting development; one shows the PTT design of the
Recorded Delivery label from the 1890s, with the
number clearly shown. Now we have the 2001
version. On practically all those I have seen there is
either a stroke made with a pen to indicate where the
number starts or the last four or five figures are
marked with a red pen
to make this stand out. A remarkable show of progress, on a
practical level, well away from the computer screen!

 Karl Gebert discovered, in a small PO, that the SP has issued a new 216 page edition of their
postcode list, in June 2001. Now we have in one volume the Alphabetical, Numerical and the
street lists of the major towns, with their postcodes. Previous list was June 1999.
It is not easy to show, but more and more firms are sending out accounts and other items in
window envelopes which have nothing printed on the cover, not even stamps. All the data is
shown on the enclosed letter and is visible through the window. Usually the letter has been coded
and this is the only proof of it having gone through the posts.

 The German philatelic fortnightly DBZ has started a series of articles on the "postmarks" used
today on the various Swiss lake-steamers, and where one should write to obtain examples. All the
ships in service are listed.
The "Gallia" is being withdrawn for a complete overhaul. This was the last paddle-wheeler to enter
service in 1913, and is the fastest of the five remaining ships on the Lake of the Four Forest
Cantons, i.e., Lake Luzern.

 The new, 8th edition of the Ganzsachen Schweiz catalogue has just been published by Zumstein,
having been updated and re-arranged by Georges Schild. A very successful combined effort to
achieve a new milestone in Swiss philatelic literature. It is so up-to-date that the GABRA IV
special postcard is included! In German, with the introduction also in French and English, A5 softbound 352 pages, CHF 48.
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Did You Know?
 November 2001
 The new Liechtenstein Post has to handle a great number of letters and parcels for which they
receive no cash at all, because everyone is still using up their stocks of old 1967-95 stamps,
including many dealers and collectors in Switzerland. When in 1998 they decided to demonetize
all pre-1996 stamps (except those showing the ruling family, and the 1995 ATMs) there was an
outcry from the "Speculators", so in May 1999 the FL authorities took the decision to retain the
validity till 31.12.2001. As this date coincides with the introduction of the Euro in the neighbouring
states of Germany and Austria, it was further decided to apply similar rules for the exchange of FL
stamps for a period of 3 months, to the 31st March 2002. This would apply to those stamps valid
on the 1st January 1996, whereby a fee of 15% would be charged, and the total value of the
stamps exchanged during these 3 months not to exceed CHF 5.88m. (Note Swiss francs.)

 FL stamps issued after the 1st January 1996 will remain valid "forever". This has been confirmed
to me by the Philatelic Bureau in Vaduz. This includes those in the brackets above.
At no time will FL stamps show a value in Euro, only in Swiss francs. Payment in FL POs can be
made in Euro notes, but the daily rate of exchange will be used to determine the equivalent value
in Swiss francs. Change will be given in Swiss francs.

 On the 20th September 2001 the Swiss Post sent all mail, up to 100g, free to the USA and
Canada, as compensation for the disruption caused to international mails in the aftermath of the
WTC New York and Pentagon bombings: I was told that "PP"
cancellations would be used; there was not much publicity.
Charles LaBlonde has returned to me the two covers I sent to him,
together with copies of two other
letters he received, all A-post (see
the illustrations). Has anyone else
seen such covers? It would be
interesting to see what other
combinations were used - PP
machine slogans?

 Under www.post.ch one can read that in 2000 (=1999) the turnover of "Stamps & Philately" was
52 (55) Mio CHF, with a profit of 14 (22) Mio CHF, for 554 (600) Mio delivered stamps. The
number of standing order subscribers has also dropped; inland 90 000 (98 000), and foreign 45
000 (48 000).

 The very attractive 90c Christmas stamp (on 20.11.01), is again designed by top artist Bernadette
Baltis, but this time printed by House of Questa, London. The layout of the stamp is very similar to
the set of four PJ stamps she designed in 1993, and which were then printed by Courvoisier.

 Four new ATM (Frama) stamps carry in the background, in sequence, a letter to form the word
POST. This can be modified to read STOP, TOP etc. The longest word I have been able to make
is 'STOOPS', with six stamps. Who can think of something longer? (See opposite, below.)

 Not only in the GABRA IV Catalogue did Giovanni Balimann write probably the best article ever
on the Swiss Mobile Post Offices, but also in the monthly magazine of the SVPS. In a recent
issue he showed all the various R-labels ever used in MPOs. If any member would like to see this
five-page list, never before published, then they should ask the Hon. Librarian for issue 4/2001 of
the SVPS magazine.

 Neopost, France, has taken over Ascom in Switzerland, and, thereby Hasler franking machines.
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Did You Know?
 December 2001
 Peter Muggier of Zürich has produced a remarkable book; a catalogue of Swiss balloon posts,
900 pages in fact, in German, 15.5 x 21 cm, many coloured illustrations, for CHF 95. The main
part of 590 pages carries all the historical flights (including covers to CH from Paris in 1870) and
the multitude of charity flights, up to the latest Zeppelin flights over Switzerland. The second Dart
is on the military cancels and covers in 23 pages. Then the last part with all the post from Swiss
balloons in foreign countries, 165 pages. A feast for the aero specialist.

 The Consilium has published another important work on postal history. A group under the
leadership of Martin Gasser, after years of research in the Aargau Cantonal Archive, have
produced four volumes, in A3 format, bound 1500 pages, for only CHF 590 for all four, and titled
"Postwesen des Kantons Aargau 1803-1852". It includes the contracts made with other Swiss
cantons and with foreign postal administrations, together with the tariffs, post-coach routes etc.

 The cantonal archives have not been examined in the same detail as above, but one can hope
that this will now change. The postal archives, and the Federal archive, do not tell the whole story.
However, it is not easy to find the interesting books and boxes in the less well-organized cantonal
archives, to which there are exceptions, such as Zürich, which is covered in one of the first set of
volumes that were published by the Consilium.

 In Switzerland "Pins" mean the coloured enamel badges "pinned" on jacket lapels, caps or hats.
The number of subjects covered is, to put it mildly, innumerable, but the fashion has recently
expired. In the Museum for Communication in Bern, from the 26th of November to the 9th of
December 2001, there is a collection of about 2000 pins having a postal connection, presented by
Heinz Pfister, postmaster of 3115 Gerzensee. Well worth a visit. I have a few, some of the PJ
cantonal arms and other stamps of historical interest as, nicely made, they are difficult to resist.

 A couple of months ago I enquired at a PO counter about the rates, reduced, for books to foreign
countries. This information is not given in any published tariff lists, but is available to bookshops,
publishers etc. I have usually been able to get copies of these lists and send books at the reduced
rates. As so much changed on 1.1.01 I thought I had better keep up to date. No luck. "No longer
exists", I was emphatically told. So a week or so ago I packed a book, put stamps on for B post to
UK. At the counter the girl said all OK, but I needed a green customs slip on it, which she stuck
on. When told the contents were a book, she asked "Why did I not send it at the cheaper rate". To
prove she was right she made me a photocopy from her rates book: I could have saved a franc.
But it was an example of the self-produced chaos found today. You must be careful and up-todate.

 I have been sent an interesting cover by a collector who saw my single-frame exhibit at GABRA
IV, in which I showed the early use of an "Elzevir" cancel (the trial series by Güller of Hüttikon;
these cancels are explained on page 26 of the Newsletter in April 2000).
His cover is dated 24 V 66, a couple of weeks earlier than mine, but with no confirming arrival
stamp on the rear. Can I
accept that this date is
correct?
Comments to the Editor please.
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Did You Know?
 January 2002
 It’s warming up nicely, now minus 12 C, from the -14.4 of yesterday morning: Coldest December
since 1962, they say, when the Zürichsee froze over, and that will be worth a stamp, if this cold
continues. This reminds me to wish you all an interesting philatelic 2002, and to thank you for
your comments and help, and to excuse me for not answering your letters on time. Room for
some more good resolutions in the New Year.

 Some weeks ago the Swiss press brought out the story that a letter from Zürich to Chile had
turned up with unmistakeable signs of anthrax contamination. Then that the sender's address was
in the USA, then that it had been cancelled in the USA by the Swiss Post International (SPI) with
their bulk mailing mark "8058 Zürich Flughafen, Switzerland", as part of their normal activities!
"Naturally" the letter had never been in Switzerland at all. Could this bizarre system have been
foreseen by Rowland Hill in his wildest dreams? Has any AHPS member seen any press note
about this in the USA?

 Fritz Graf, AHPS member from Vancouver, paid a quick visit to Switzerland, and made a number
of interesting discoveries, as usual. At the Philatelic Counter in Bern he found he could obtain any
number of the new self-adhesive 70 and 90c coil stamps taken from a roll, as normally sold only
in the little dispensers with 100 stamps. On top of this possibility, long forbidden by the Philatelic
Services, he found a join in the backing paper of the Australian-printed 70c value. Note the
distance between all stamps, it is quite different from the zero distance of the booklets. Otherwise
they seem to be the same, regarding "teeth" layout.

 He spent a good day at the "Archiv PTT" Victoriastrasse, in Bern, looking up the wealth of
material readied for him in advance by Curator Fr. Dr Gudrun Kling and her assistant Ronny
Trachsel, concerning the RL "Frontier Zone" rates.

 The "Day of the Stamp" level 3 exhibition held this year in Basel, 7-9th December, was a great
success, many dealers, and many collectors scrutinizing the exhibits. At the official entrance
stand one could obtain a most useful booklet for CHF 18.A5, 44 pages in German, but with an
introduction also in French, on all the various official covers and cards issued for the "Day of the
Stamp" since 1937. The cards and covers are not shown, but all the cancellations, together with
all (priced) known details of the various items issued. It should prove to be an indispensable
booklet for collectors of these most interesting, and often elusive, items. Two exhibits also
showed how much depth there is in this field. Heinz Bauer, Flurhofstrasse 18, CH-9244
Niederuzwil, Switzerland.

 For those who like to plan well in advance, note that from the 18 to the 22nd of June 2003 the
next Trilaterale Exhibition will be held in Locarno; this time Switzerland, France and Italy, level 2,
but international level. More information will follow.

 Markus Seitz of Luzern, the ATM (Frama) expert, and catalogue publisher, has had to leave out
all "fly speck" variations for the four new stamps issued on 20.9.01, as there are just too many,
the poorest printing ever of Swiss stamps. The five-colour "Flexodruck" printing was by Cartaroll
AG of Bauma ZH, who have never printed stamps before! One could say these labels, printed,
have no value on them, so are not stamps.
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Did You Know?
 February 2002
 Once again the SP has accepted parcels from the public containing surplus Christmas presents,
including foodstuff, and sent them free to a central Red Cross depot. There they are sorted and
distributed to Swiss children in need, and this year also to children in Bulgaria. There is no
"collectable" label for this service. Last year some 70 000 such parcels were sent.

 More and more often one receives C5 size window envelopes without stamps or cancels, no
return address or any printing on them at all. Even registered letters have only the orange code
sorting bars along the bottom RH edge which
gives an indication that they were handled by
the PO at all, sometimes even that is not
present. As figure 1 illustrates, the key lies in
the window, in that above the address on the
letter, all required details are shown; set out to
be visible through the window. The contents
are not always junk; so one has to check
before "filing vertically".
Figure 1

 The Swiss Hotel Post specialist, Max H Wehrli, has mentioned to me that there is confusion
among collectors in this field. Too often a label is found on a cover, which is not an indication of
this private postal service. Only a normal hotel publicity label has been used and is, therefore, no
proof of correct usage.

 According to newspaper reports in the Italian enclave of Campione, opposite Lugano, the local
currency will remain as Swiss francs, not Euros. Holiday makers in the area please report the
position to our Editor, on this unique situation.

 This year the SBB/CFF celebrates its centenary, as in 1902 the five largest private railway
companies in Switzerland were nationalized. On the 12th of March the SP will issue four special
stamps for the occasion, I hope in non-abstract designs.

 I reported that on 31.5.01 the small post office of Wienacht would close, and so lose its
connection with Father Christmas; that is because the name sounds like "Weihnacht", but has
nothing to do with Christmas. However, because of the thousands of children who write to this
address every year, this PO miraculously reopened on the 2nd of December, see figure 2.
Figures 3 to 5 show the other Christmas cancels available. Figures 3 & 4 were from MPOs
stationed in Zürich, figure 3 from 1955 and figure 4 from 1977. The suburb of Bethlehem in Bern
first had a circular special cancellation in 1956, figure 5. This group of four Christmas cancels
makes quite an extensive
collection of its own. For some
years MPOs have not been
used, too expensive; nostalgia
is not cost effective today.
Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 4

Figure 5

 A member had trouble identifying an old postal
stationery card from the 2001 Zumstein Ganzsachen
Catalogue. However, I found it in the 1984 edition. It’s
No. 14 in both, but illustrated only in the old edition on
page 38, as shown here. The card was first issued in
1879, together with the 5c in black, the 10c being in
pale carmine red. These two values were the first to
be issued as "Reply-paid pairs", for inland and foreign
use, although only accepted by Germany, Belgium,
Italy, Luxembourg, Norway, Netherlands, Portugal,
Rumania and Argentina.
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Did You Know?
 March 2002
 Some time ago I mentioned that before the A/B post came, cancel collectors could use the printed
matter reduced rate to obtain examples on their covers. But, a piece of newspaper, or a printed
card as a stiffener, had to be included to claim the reduction, otherwise the normal letter rate
would be demanded - an empty cover became a letter-rated item.
Now a similar idiotic situation has been discovered. In the GOD (Good Old Days) period if an item
was below 250g it was a letter, if above it was a parcel. Straightforward. Now if it is B4 or smaller
it is a letter, and above a parcel. If you send say a catalogue, which needs a special envelope
larger than B4, it has to go at the cheapest parcel rate (below 2 kg) of CHF 5.80, but if it is thinner
than 10mm and has to be sorted manually there is an extra charge of CHF 10. Total 15.80. To get
out of this trap, partially, you can stuff something into the cover to make it thicker than 10mm then
it is only 5.80, Economy rate. As a B4 letter it would be only 1.80. With 3 million letters a day the
PO has to have machine sorting, so anything outside that norm has to pay for special handling,
also true for parcels.

 A number of increases have been announced for the 1st of April 2002. The COD rate for inland
letters increases from 11 to 15 CHF (maximum amount 10 000 CHF) and "personal receipt" rises
from 4 to 6 CHF.

 In 2001 10% more postmen were bitten by dogs than in 2000, and 23 of them seriously, 137
altogether. However, there were many more serious accidents, traffic etc. so that generally
postmen do not live more dangerously than other occupations.

 With his annual A5 Alt-Schweiz Katalog for 2002 Gottfried Honegger has once again presented a
treasure trove of full-colour illustrations of classical items. Click on www.ghonegger.ch or write to:
Kürzestrasse 1, CH-8716 Schmerikon.

 In 1985 the largest ever PTT building was opened, with many fanfares, in Zürich-Mülligen, for the
semi-automated sorting of parcels for the region. Built with 400 tonnes of aluminium, and
windowless, it soon got the nickname of the "Aircraft carrier". Now it is to be closed, as the three
new fully-automatic centres (Daillens near Lausanne, Härkingen near Solothurn, and Frauenfeld
in Thurgau) require manual sorting for only about 10% of the daily volume, for such ungainly
items as skis or car tyres. The saving in labour costs is enough to pay for the rail and road
transport across Switzerland and back. In addition the number of parcels is dropping, with the
private firms creeping up to 20% of the "cake".

 Jann Etter has published his annual statistic of the number of special cancels used in 2001. In all
categories the number has dropped, especially for the local publicity "K" cancels, with only 7 new
ones, 11 less than in 2000 (1996 = 69); slogans to 39; special cancels, including FD, to only 48.
The total of 94 compares with the maximum rise in 1995 of 240!
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Did You Know?
 April 2002
 The SP has revealed the figures from a survey made in 2001 on the speed of delivery of normal
letters in Switzerland, namely that A letters were delivered the next day in 97.6% of the sample 72
000 items; for the 39 000 B letters in the survey 98.4% were delivered within 3 working days, as
guaranteed. This study has been carried out every year since 1996 by an independent institute.
The latest results are the best so far for Switzerland. What is not said is that "before breakfast"
deliveries have never been a feature of Swiss life. Our postman usually makes it before noon.
Afternoon deliveries faded away in the sixties when staff was difficult to find. Also not mentioned
is that the latest collection times are now much earlier, often in the morning in small villages.

 On the 15th of January 2002 the first SFS counter label-issuing machines were converted from
red to blue ink. The quality of the impression is still low, but blue can apparently be read more
easily than red. There are about 1500 of these Frama machines in use, from the big POs down to
the medium size ones. There are now three versions in use, as shown below from 4018
Gundeldingen, where, accidently, each of three counters has a different version. Figure 1 with
four digits in the value frame and V/18 below (V for the 5th Postal District, "18" is the 18th
machine in that District). Figure 2 is the newer machine with the five-digit value, and figure 3 is the
latest version with no machine number at all; the Postal Districts having been abolished in the
new POST. These FD labels were supplied by Marcus Seitz of Luzern, the leading dealer and
source of information for Frama labels and other things.

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

 Also supplied by Seitz are figures 4, 5 & 6, the latest counter versions of labels for letters in the
three different language areas. The old text was Frankatur, now FRAMA-Bezug in bar which
means nothing in any language, it will change unannounced.

Figure 4

Figure 5

Figure 6

 In 1927 three printers were used for one stamp issue, the PJ on the 1st of December, to try out
three different methods of printing (see the "Zumstein Specialized" for details). Occasionally two
printers have been used, for many of
the PJ and PP issues. Now we have
four printers, in four different countries,
for the four issues of 12.3.02. The
example right shows: top left one of the
pair printed by the machine in Bern,
due for scrapping quite soon; top right
from the miniature sheet of 16 stamps
for the Expo 02 printed by Questa in the
UK; bottom right the first Swiss
hologram stamp printed by the specialist firm Cartor in France; bottom left an example from the
set of four stamps printed by Enschede in The Netherlands for 100 years of the SBB/CFF. This
will be the pattern in the future. Perhaps we will have five different printers soon. I will try to keep
up; what is the gum, how are the perforations made....

 The excellent 2001 Christmas stamp by Bernadette Baltis has been discovered with the "Golden
Twigs" error during printing. The green is slightly too low and the blue is slightly too high in
relation to the yellow. This was discovered very early, so that FDCs could be made with the
normal and "defective" stamp in time. Today they are offered for sale at CHF 195 each; only 150
known on cover.
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Did You Know?
 May 2002
 The Federal Council has accelerated the liberalization of the SP and announced a suggested plan
for the next 4-5 years. In 2003 the monopoly of the packet post to be lowered from the present 2
kg to 350 g, and then in 2006 down to 100 g. This latter step would affect the letter post
especially, as the present level is at 1 kg, although only 10% of letters are heavier than 100 g. It is
likely that future counter computers will not be able to accept stamps at all. This would mean that
90% of present letters would be a single weight step for either A or B post only, i.e. no new issues
needed. This would leave the Philatelic Bureaux as a supplier only of souvenirs having very little
postal use. Who is the winner in this upheaval?

 The small sheet issued on 12.3.02 for the EXPO 02 National Exposition, 16 x 70c stamps is
almost a caricature of how a clever graphic artist can produce something which means very little
to anyone. I believe that each of the four basic stamps represents one of the four main exhibits, at
Biel, Murten, Neuchatel and Yverdon, if my magnifying glass is correctly adjusted. The one for
Murten alone will cause some headaches. You will need three normal sheets to produce at least
one of each of the five different blocks of four, each on a FDC, one for each opening day, and the
centre block for the last day, cancelled at the place you liked best.

 I liked the article in Focus on Stamps 1/02 about Swiss Railways, just the trigger to start someone
off in a very interesting area, with many branch lines.

 Figure 1 shows a facet of modern buzz word "Globalisation". The Dutch branch of a USA firm has
advertising matter printed in Germany where the bulk mail postmark is applied, with an address in
Basel. This might have been sent only to addresses in Switzerland, or to anywhere else in the
world. The impression has been applied by a business franking machine in blue (the German
'standard') with the typical dater die
nameless, but with the place of dispatch and
PP on the right, and with the sender's code
"048 SNL" as return address for nondeliverable items in Switzerland.

 Figure 2 is a new SP flag cancel, i.e. the "A" used to be higher,
between the two lines, in black as is usual for cancelling
machines of the SP. The use of the word "Priority" indicates that
international use has been acknowledged. In Switzerland the "A"
alone would be sufficient.

Figure 2

 Another bulk-mailing curiosity is shown in figure 3 - "8008 Zürich 15.03.2002". There is no PO for
8008; that’s only a collective number for letters being delivered in the inner city, pre-sorted for the
postman. The date is not given today in four digits. There are similar
cancellations in black, made by private firms, but these carry a number
such as VIII/12. Is this perfectly printed cancel a new system of the SP
itself? Do they print advertising matter digitally from an electronic
original, place it in the envelope, stick on a bulk rate stamp (50c in this
case), then 'flat-bed' cancel it at a moderate speed? Similar services
may exist in Luzern and Winterthur.
Figure 3

 The 'Goebel' printing machine put into service by the PTT in 1985 (Z 725/6) has now been sold to
the Chinese, when it is taken out of Swiss service in June 2002. Will the SP buy some of their
stamps from the Chinese one day?
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Did You Know?
 June 2002
 It took me some time to find out what was going on with the Business Reply card shown on the
first page of the Newsletter this month. Usually the correct normal postage is charged per item at
the recipient's PO, via his postal account. In this case 100s of such cards were all individually
taxed with a 90c and a 50c machine label (where did they come from? Was it the Hospital
machine? Why not use the tax machine in the PO?). It seems that the recipient had not taken out
a licence to use this service, for only a few francs, before sending them to his correspondents.
Therefore each returned card was taxed at the normal 90c rate, plus 50c for an un-franked item.
Rather expensive.

 In a recent SBZ a 'problem' WWII censored cover from Switzerland to Germany was discussed,
as the Swiss franking machine impression lay over the German censor label. At the recent AGM
of the Swiss Postal History Society (SVPG) Georges Schild very neatly gave the answer. At that
time the German censors were using transparent tape for their labels!
On p37 of the May Newsletter Mr Ripley shows the same in his figure 11, I suspect?

 A new black-on-white self-adhesive label has appeared (below), all in German, issued by Zürich's
main PO, Sihlpost. The previous 'Damaged in the machinery' labels came in three languages,
from Bern. Does
every big PO make
its own DIY labels
now?

 I’m sorry not to have
enough material to keep you all informed fully on the new franking machine impressions in blue.
Now a helpful booklet has been issued, in Italian, by well-known collector Roberto Di Casola, via
Ferri 29, CH-6900 Lugano: send him a 5 Euro note if you want to keep up to date. Also covered
are the 15 types of red discount impressions, plus the two types used for foreign letters, which I
have not yet seen.

 For the record, Zürich MLO introduced a British-style coding system for letter sorting, i.e. the 4state code you see every day. For the next DYK I hope to be able to understand it better. First
example seen by me was dated 23.4.02.

 Last month's question (p33) on cut stamps can be answered; not allowed in any way. It would be
too easy to cut off the bit showing the cancel! However, it came to mind that there is an exception
(see the first page) which was explained to me at the time (August 1970) by the PO in Winterthur.
Someone had tried to get a 50c stamp from the vending machine, but the cutter had become out
of line with regard to the perfs, a not uncommon fault. This person then asked at the counter for a
'proper stamp', which was handed over. The 'damaged' stamp was put aside and, in time, handed
over to the desk handling 'taxed' letters, where it was unlikely someone would complain. That to
my mind clears up many cases of 'peculiar' stamps being used for 'postage due'.

 When the SBB/CFF changes the timetables from winter to summer operation, many other areas
become affected, not only in the PO (today somewhat less). TPOs get the chop, for instance.
According to the Phila News for April, p13, only three lines still use named cancellers; BrigZermatt, Brig-Oberwald "Furkabahn" and Chur-St.Moritz-Scuol, both with inscription "Rhat.Bahn".
The editor does not know which, if any, will be eliminated on the 15th June. It could well be the
end of TPOs in Switzerland.

 The SBB/CFF has now made a contract with DHL for the world-wide distribution of parcels
handed in over some station counters in Switzerland. About 20 will offer this service by 2003. The
cost will be high, but DHL can tell you at any time where your parcel is. This the POs of the world
cannot do, unfortunately. Is this the fault of the Universal Postal Union?
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Did You Know?
 July 2002
 On a recent trip on the Lake of Neuchâtel I discovered that there were two non-postal
cancellations available on board, for postcards
purchased and deposited. The one showed
the date, but was not attractive. Figure 1
shows the other; both used on the line from
Neuch2tel to Murten and back.
Figure 1

 Figure 2 shows the latest revelation from the SP. STAMPIT is the name given to your own stamps
printed with your own computer, in blue, and the cost will be booked immediately to your account,
via your modem. The present trial is to last about 3 months, with 20 firms. Then in 2003 further
tests with more firms and persons will lead to general use. The impression shown in the figure
can be made onto the cover with the recipient's and sender's addresses, or it can be printed on
the letter itself and
then revealed through
a window. The
Philatelic Bureau will
be producing FDCs.
Figure 2

 STAMPIT is a development of the German Post, who uses it for their PC stamps. Perhaps you
have guessed that 'IT' stands for 'Information Technology'.

 The pair of Europa stamps, issued on the 15th of May 2002, showing circus scenes, were
designed by a controversial Swiss artist, Hans Falk, at the age of 83, his first stamps. However,
he died just before issue. In the Fraumünsterpost in Zürich there is a small exhibition of part of his
work, much related to the circus.

 In a recent BBZ a reader wrote about his correspondence with the SP and the Philatelic services
in particular. The SP admitted that new staff are not taught much on philately and philatelists, and
are not instructed how to cancel a stamp. The separation of philately from postal services is
almost complete. Each postmaster can decide for himself how much time is to be spent on the
whims of collectors.

 Curiously the SBB/CFF has decided to enter the express delivery market, named 'RailExpress' to
operate from 300 railway stations. No mention of a house delivery service though.

 The SP has registered its colour, i.e. yellow, to protect itself from unfair competition. The German
Post vans operating in Switzerland, with only a slightly paler yellow, are probably accepted.

 I’ve learnt that the word 'Integrator' now has a new meaning. It is used for a firm which picks up
mail directly at the sender's office in one country, transports it to another country, then delivers it
direct to the recipient, taking total responsibility. They can give routinely exact information as to
the exact location of any item, at any time. This cannot be matched by any combination of
national POs, but their prices are far lower.

 In the 2-volume official "History of the Swiss Posts, 1849-1949" there are two tables of direct
interest to collectors. The opening of each stage of each railway, 1847-1918 (three and a half
pages), and the opening years of the Alpine Posts, 1918-1946 (one and a half pages).
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Did You Know?
 August 2002
 Heiner Durst, the franking-machine marks specialist, has made a startling discovery. In the Italian
magazine 'AICAM', for frank buffs, he noticed the phrase "Il guller postale di ...” applied to the post
office cds. This means that in Italian "guller" refers to a cds made by the Swiss firm of Güller
having movable digits for the date. One knows from the Güller record books that a large number
of these cancellers were supplied to Italy but nobody here had realised that the name had been
absorbed into the language. Now one wonders if any other countries have done the same!

 In a recent issue of the American Philatelist there is an article about "frames", meaning slotmachine variable-value stamps, of any make. A similar transfer from the name of the first firm to
make such things, namely FRAMA (FRanking MAchines) of Lauperswil in Canton Bern. There are
probably other examples.

 It seems the rates for parcels will go up in 2003 and for letters in 2004. The number of letters is
clearly dropping for a number of reasons, not least because of the increasing use of fax and email communication, and the SMS craze (Texting).

 The rise in parcel rates will affect the circulating packets of the Philatelic Clubs, which will rise by
CHF 1 to 9, and a drop in users. Awkward parcels have a manual handling surcharge of 10, which
will now drop to 3. (See the second item in the DYK column of March 2002).

 Collecting International Reply Coupons is not everybody's cup of tea, but was it a well-organized
secret that on 31.12.2001 all old-style coupons were taken off sale, and the new style was issued
on 1.1.2002, with a validity of only 5 years? The validity of the old ones has not yet been fixed by
the UPU. They have been issued by the UPU since 1907 to all countries, and that all have been
printed by various firms in Switzerland. See pages 250-257 in the new Ganzsachen Katalog (in
the old version pages 160-163). The latest version is 150 x 102 mm, price CHF 1.80; the name of
the printer has not yet been discovered. Who has the most unusual FDC example?

 The post is allowed to open non-deliverable letters to determine the sender's address. This used
to be done in an office in each of the now defunct Regional HQs (KPDs). Now it has been cleared
up, with the new Post the Letter Centres do the job, there are 13
of them at the last count. A small yellow sticker is placed on the
original letter which is then returned to the sender with a covering
note, in a B5 cover.

 Since February 2002 the SBZ has been running a most interesting series of articles by Dr
Bernhard R Glutz on the "Historical" definitives of 1941; all aspects are examined with many
examples in full colour. The rarity of some single stamps used correctly will be a surprise to many.
(The SBZ is held in the Society's Library).

 The official Phila News monthly, for cancel collectors and others could not find out which, if any,
of the three TPOs (with named routes) was still in service and would survive the changes when
the summer railway timetable was to come into force. So I sent to all three a few covers for the
15th of June, and for the 16th, to see what would happen. All came back to me, cancelled. So on
that basis one can assume that the Furkabahn, the Brig-Zermatt Bahn, and the Rhät. Bahn, all
remain.
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Did You Know?
 September 2002
 It seems the Federal Council asked the SP to produce a special stamp for the 10th of September,
the day the UN accepts Switzerland as its 190th member, the last, bar the Vatican. Why did it
take 50 years to apply for membership? Because it’s the only country in the world where every
citizen had to be asked by the parliament to vote for it. As with "Votes for Women", which also
about 50 years for enough males to vote their acceptance. Note: there was no special stamp for
that event.

 The new President of the Consilium Philatelia Helvetica is an Englishman, Robert Wightmann
(long-time resident here), well-known for his exotic collections of the highest order, his judging
and many years of service to Swiss Philately. New members are Dr Giovanni Balimann, and
Harlan Stone of New York. The Gold Medal goes this year to Andreas Grünewald for his
remarkable work "Die Helvetische Republik 1798-1802".

 The September 02 issue of the BBZ is remarkable in two ways, firstly the 16 pages of ‘new
issues’ has a friendlier layout and all stamps are shown in full colour. Secondly, the main article is
completely new to me. Axel Hermes, although mentioned on page 197 of Zumstein's Specialized
Catalogue, volume I, has discovered that there are more than the six stamps mentioned, which
have been treated with phenolphthalein to produce secret marks, namely a close pattern of
invisible Swiss crosses. This was to combat forgeries and was used by the Sihl Paper Factory
from 1910 to 1935. To make these marks visible the paper has to be immersed in water having a
pH value of at least 8.2, when the crosses will appear in purple. Try it.

 The SP is about to try out a number of new ways of distributing the post. In smaller places
"Postfach Flex", PO Boxes, set up in public places will allow box holders to get their mail from 9
am, instead of waiting for the postman about lunchtime. The money saved will be credited .to the
box-holder. Tests have started and if accepted 440 villages will be so equipped, by 2006.

 If no-one is at home, regularly, then, at a cost, the mail will be delivered between 6 and 8 pm or
on Saturdays between 9 and 12 am. The PO will also pick up and deliver your groceries! Not for
free.

 The SP has realized that Switzerland is saturated with Frama stamp-vending machines; 2500 is
too many, 500 would match the European average for such devices. Only 3% of stamps bought
by the public are Frama’s, so the least used, 1000 to 1500, will be removed and perhaps sold to
private kiosks at railway stations, shopping malls and others, to provide stamps. Details are not
clear. The 210 machines that have been modified to take the new multi-coloured paper will be
kept, not increased.

 A lucky Swiss collector noticed something special about his
block of four embroidered "sheetlet", see figure 1. The firm said
a thread must have snapped just before the needle started on
"500", and was not seen during the rigorous checking. A lucky
buyer, for once.
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Did You Know?
 October 2002
 The old question of "what is a First Day Cover" has risen again from the swamp of philatelic
correctness. Shown below is the official FDC, dated 10.9.02, for the commemorative 90c stamp
issued for the (belated) entry of Switzerland to the UN on that day; the official launch having taken
place in the UN building in New York, prior to the ceremony in the UN conference itself. But at this
time all POs in Switzerland were closed, as New York is 6 hours behind Switzerland. So only on
the 11th could these stamps be bought in Switzerland (in this case they could not be purchased
ahead of the issue date, as is usual). My genuine FDC effort is also shown, from the local PO and
the red coding bars prove correct postal use. So which is "correct"?

 The stamps are the first designed by the well-known artist Roger Pfund of Carouge, Geneva.
Printed in small sheets of 20 by Enschede, just in time.

 Markus Seitz reports that not only is there a
"normal" Stampit PC stamp (see DYK, July 2002),
but also a special for letters to be returned, gratis,
for orders, competitions, etc. See right. Note the
extra line below the impression.

 The illustrations below are just to whet your appetite for my article on these cancels, which have
been mentioned briefly before. One of the reasons for my delay is that it seems to be impossible
to get complete information on the different types. There are still a number of early versions
about, which confuse the
picture. This is also the case
with the Ascom (previously
Hasler) machines, as they have
been bought by the French
Neopost. Frama is even less
communicative, and the third firm, Pitney Bowes,
has not yet produced a new system, i.e., using
blue ink and 2D barcode. Shown left the red
discount impression, this time for the relatively
rare ‘A’ mail. The example right is in red, instead
of blue. Note 'La Posta' for the Italian-speaking
region, and the poor handstamp impression,
which is not needed. "A" stands for’ ‘A mail, and
"GR" for Gross, the second largest size.
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Did You Know?
 November 2002
 The 70c stamp issued on the 17th of September 2002 was called the last stamp new issue to be
printed by the Printing Works in Bern, but it was not the last time the machines 'rolled' That was
for a reprint of the 90c 'A' stamp, which ended on Friday the 28th of June 2002. Now the Printing
Works themselves, apparently without telling the Philatelic Bureau, have distributed about the last
1000 sheets to various people (not to me) with an Official Certificate confirming the last printing.
Naturally some have come onto the market; one dealer is asking CHF 99, Zumstein (in the
November issue of the BBZ) only CHF 90, but without a certificate. The nominal price for a sheet
of 50 x 90c stamps, Z.887x, is CHF 45. How many went to normal POs? A certificate is hardly
necessary as the printing date is always shown on each sheet.

 It has always been a characteristic of Swiss stamp printing to have many reprints of short runs
each. This explains the great number of colour variations in many of the definitive issues.

 In Focus on Stamps it has been announced that on 19.11.02 something peculiar will happen,
namely two booklets of 'Tourism' stamps will be issued. Six stamps of either 1.30 or 1.80 in each,
but the selling price of the booklet is either 7.20 or 10.00. That means a discount of about 8%,
and single stamps from booklets have never been sold. It will be interesting to see how often the
designated purpose of use either on a postcard to Europe or Worldwide is followed. There is no
value on the stamps themselves, and in the booklet it says "not for letters".

 At the head of the Lake of Neuchâtel, in Marin-Epagnier, there is a firm 'Ful', well-known for
providing a cancellation service for machine slogans, K-cancels, Specials and also ordinary cds.
They have large stocks, so can help with thematic cancels, and their illustrated monthly bulletins
form virtually a comprehensive listing of all recent Swiss cancels. Not cheap. Write to: Ful
Philatelic, Case postale 144, CH-2074 Marin.

 In the latest Focus on Stamps there is another interesting rule, mentioned for the first time,
namely that sales of new issues will in future be limited to 3-4 months at POs, and 6-7 months
from the Philatelic Bureau. This will have to be remembered. In the Year Lists of 2002 sales were
limited to about a year, for the old stocks.

 Also in this edition of Focus on Stamps Walsall Security Printers in the UK is to produce two
single stamps. Remember they took over Courvoisier last year. Perhaps these stamps will be
printed on the old machine.

 I’m still surprised at the number of 1912 PJ Forerunners being offered at auctions with back-dated
cancellations; this has been mentioned before. Several are shown below: dot before the time reel,
only introduced in 1919 (seemingly unknown to the expert who provided the certificate); cancels
with Cross & District Number, introduced in 1914; Luzern-Engelberg-Luzern
TPO, which may have been printed on by laser printer.
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Did You Know?
 December 2002
 The announcement of stamps at a discount for foreign postcards only (p87) may have been a
brilliant idea by a sales-promotion wizard, but has proved to be a real headache for all operations
staff. In the latest issue of the monthly Phila News there are listed ten conditions of use, based on
(I guess) questions posed by perfidious philatelists. It is now allowed to send a picture postcard to
a Swiss address as a Registered (LSI) for 5 Fr, using a mixture of these new stamps and any
other valid stamps. How exciting! (Can you imagine what it will look like? Editor.)

 Many letters from North America addressed to
Switzerland end up in Sweden, that is well known,
but I wonder how many letters addressed to
Sweden come to Bern? Anyway the Swedes use
a cancelling machine to redirect the former mail to
Bern, see figure 1.
Figure 1

Figure 2

There must be sufficient such mail arriving
in Bangkok to justify the handstamp shown
in figure 2. Both are dated in 1993, but I am
sure members have others.

 Figures 3, 4 & 5 show an incident from 1919. There was a general food shortage across Europe
after WW I so, in an attempt to ease the situation, the Swiss government appealed to inhabitants
to reduce the amount of meat eaten, without rationing it.
These three slogans were prepared for use on cancelling machines. However, the Swiss
Butchers Association got wind of it and managed to pressurize the government to back down, to
maintain their profits. The limit of
120g per day per person was far too
low. In March 1919 three modified
slogans appeared across the country
until July. See figure 6 for an example
and figure 7 for a list of all uses
(taken from the SVPS Catalogue of
Swiss slogans). The "censored"
slogans were found by a researcher
Figure 6
about 1960.

Figure 7
Figure 3, 4, 5
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Did You Know?
 January 2003
 Basically the letter rates remain the same for this year. Only the Maxi letters, up to B4 and 1000g,
where the allowable thickness has been reduced from 50 to 20mm. Insured letters (LAS) now
cost only CHF 8 instead of 9; coverage remains at 500. Foreign mail remains the same. A leaflet
has been distributed to all households.

 There is much public discussion on the reorganization of the MLOs. Should the present 14
centres, with four sub-centres (five have closed already), be reduced to one, three or five units.
The rising unemployment is causing political concern in the weak peripheral regions.

 It seems certain that in 2004 the parcel post will be liberalized, and in 2006 the present SP
monopoly on letters will be restricted to those under 100g in weight. Who will benefit has not been
mentioned in Parliament, as far as I can see.

 The new generation of code/sorters will have the capability to sort out all letters, also with handwritten addresses, not only directly to every postman in Switzerland, but also in the exact order of
households. Such large installations have to be concentrated in large centres, not dispersed
around the countryside. No private firm can afford such costs, so the liberalized post firms will not
run their own sorting and delivery rounds. They will collect mail from large firms in bulk and,
perhaps pre-sorted, just hand it over to the SP at a discounted rate. There will not be five or six
postmen ringing the door bell every day.

 The new postcard stamps, for Europe and Worldwide, have a discount of about 8%, which will not
compensate for the increase in price of a picture postcard bought at a kiosk today, up 25% since
the 1st of November to CHF 1 from 80c. This has not been mentioned in Focus on Stamps.

 The Swiss Thematic Club (SMV) have just published their book No. 32 on "Teddy Bears"; A5 softbound, in German, For CHF 29.50, plus 3.50 p&p. Right up to date and a now popular subject for
collectors. Write to: SMV, Inselstrasse 51, CH-Basel 4057 or find them on the web at www.themabriefmarken.ch.

 We received our first non-philatelic letter
recently with the PC-generated "Stampit"
postage "stamp" combined on the same selfadhesive address label. It was from the city
fire department, as non-philatelic as possible,
telling us that the additions to the house were
finally approved, see figure 1 (actual size =
104 x 42mm).

Figure 1

 The "working poor" are becoming a social problem in Switzerland, not only in the mountains. The
slogans shown in figures 2, 3 & 4, in three languages and two sizes, were introduced on 1.11.01
and ran for 3 months in practically all places with cancelling machines. This has now been
repeated with November and December 2002, and January 03. Tragic in a rich country.
Figure 2, 3 & 4 – issued in two
sizes, 34 x 17mm & 40 x 20mm

 On page 7 of the January 2000 Newsletter I showed a curious rate for a 100g bar of chocolate.
The "Migros" also offered this "Millennium" bar a year ago, for the New Year 2002. However, the
rate for letters above 100g had changed fundamentally since it was set in 1.12.1891, when the
first weight step had become 250g. Therefore after 1.1.01 the 100g bar, with its wrapping of 10g,
fell into the "Midi" letter category -101 to 250g weight step. As a bar of chocolate is too thick to be
sorted automatically 20c extra is required. The rate printed by Migros of A=1.10 & B=90 should
read A= 1.50 & 13= 1.30. This promotion will not be repeated for New Year 2003.
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Did You Know?
 February 2003
 The Philatelic Bureau is entering a period of even more exotic and eccentric items, sorry,
souvenirs. The five examples below show the new FD cancels for the start of 2003, as published
in the Phila News (which now costs CHF 32.50 per annum). Note that St. Valentine's Day is being
exploited for the first time, with special cards.

 Ponte Valentino (example 5) lies on the west slope of the Blenio valley, between Biasca and
Olivone on the Lukmanier Pass route at a height of 721m asl. Hopefully I can make a trip there
soon, for the first time, but not on the 14th of February.

 It‟s becoming increasingly difficult to find out what is going on in modern postal history; new rates,
new services etc. The standard SP reply is "What do you want to know that for?"
That anyone could be dissatisfied with the latest souvenir from Bern is beyond their
comprehension. I have discovered that a quarterly publicity poster does sometimes contain very
useful information not mentioned elsewhere. This is a free handout - what does the name mean?

 I discovered in the December 2002 issue that, from 1.1.03, the SP is fundamentally changing the
system introduced in 1911, the "PP" system, which is belatedly being copied today by one country
after another. When more than 200 similar items (this became 50 in about 1914) are to be posted,
they can be handed in at the counter un-franked, and the PO would cancel them with a dated PP
cancel, either by hand or by machine for no extra charge other than the postage, an excellent
service. Now this is to cost a minimum of CHF 5 for normal sized letters, C6 or B5, and CHF 8 for
larger sizes, per sending. This might not be much for business customers but for a small club with
say 50 members this means an additional 10c per letter.

 The very successful sale of pre-franked C6 and B5 envelopes for A and B post (see p7 of the
January 2001 Newsletter) has also attracted the attention of the SP profit-makers. The price is to
be increased by 10c per envelope, but when is not exactly clear. This will make these envelopes
uneconomical, so sales will drop as the covers were free before but are now too high.

 On a more positive note you can buy a new Children‟s PO at large POs, complete with all manner
of forms, cancellers, credit card, and small stamps (neutral designs, not reduced versions of real
Swiss stamps as before), this, and lots more, for CHF 36.

 Looking through, and sorting, my incomplete collection of Pro Patria postcards, I came upon the
1926 card "The calling boy" Z.44 (figure 1). He is obviously calling at night in the mountains. This
reminded me of the special cancel used for the "Day of the Stamp" in Sarnen in 1975 (figure 2).
Here the cowherd is calling through a wooden milk funnel, making a simple megaphone. He, and
the boy, are calling out the evening "Bet-Ruf", the call to
thank God for the day and the morrow. This melancholic
and moving chant was not allowed
to be sung by Swiss mercenaries
in foreign-service, as they became
homesick and might desert.

Figure 1
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Did You Know?
 March 2003
 With remarkable foresight the front cover of the catalogue for the 43rd Rölli auction held from 68th February showed the item which achieved the most, namely 185,000 CHF from a starting
value of 3000 CHF (plus 22%). This cover, Genève to Frankfurt in 1867, has a blue 30c and two
blue 10c stamps, a remarkable combination. Where and when will it appear in a Sitting Helvetia
exhibit?

 Figure 1 shows the first example I have received of a computer-generated letter for "PP Easy
Print". This C5 cover has a window but nothing else on it, only the reddish code/sort bars. The
required sender's address; coded into the 8 x 8mm
matrix! This increases the "hit" rate very
considerably, as the envelope has to be opened to
see from whom it has come, and then it can be filed
vertically! Last year Karl Gebert found an even
smaller matrix of only 6.5 x 6.5mm, but at the same
time it was not recognized as a PP Easy Print trial.
(See also p 7 of the January Newsletter).
Figure 1

 Readers have noticed all "new" products are named in English by the SP (it used to be Greek or
Latin). This means it has equal acceptance levels in all Swiss language regions. I have not
attempted to explain them: Dispomail, Matchbox, DirectResponse, HybridPost, PostMail,
PickPost, etc. Your wildest dreams will be of little use in deciphering these. (The Editor does not
think they will appear in the OED).

 At the beginning of January the German Post sold a licence to the SP to sell their software to
customers in Switzerland for the next generation of "Stampit" computer stamps (see p 71 of the
September 2002 Newsletter). There are 40,000 producers of these DIY "stamps" in Germany
now. The Swiss pilot trials with the new logo will start this summer, with the definitive introduction
planned for the autumn.

 The Ganzsachen-Verein has published another excellent book, A5, 140 pages in German, 25

CHF, “Die Postkarten-Heftchen der Schweizer Post 1912-1992”, by Ernst Jaeger, i.e. the story of
the booklets of postcards, with all covers and internal advertisements shown. This is No. 6
published by this club, under the leadership of George Schild.

 Another, even more specialized book, which should have been mentioned earlier, is “RigiStempel”, by Reno Inderbitzin and Felix Weber. A4, 235 pages in German, virtually all marks
illustrated, and easy to follow. When one sees that for Rigi Kaltbad there are more than 160
mentioned, one can estimate the coverage of this limited region. Published by the Consilium
Philateliae Helveticae in 2000.

 When K 1607 appeared, see figure 2, nobody knew what "Gesora" meant. Recently I took this up
with the SVPS vice-President Livio Pedrelli of
the Ticino. He said that was where he came
from, the area between Bellinzona and
Locarno on the Magadino River and that the
word meant "church" in the local dialect.

 In 1803 Napoleon served his "Act of

Figure 2

Mediation" on the unruly Swiss, creating six new cantons: Graubünden, St.Gallen, Aargau,
Thurgau, Ticino and Vaud. Will this important development of 200 years ago be commemorated
philatelically this year?
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Did You Know?
 April 2003


The major philatelic event has been the rapid issue of a special
stamp for the Swiss victory in the America's Cup yacht race in New
Zealand. Discussions had been held in advance with various
foreign printers, and Cartor (Paris) got the job - ten 90c stamps per
small sheet. These were distributed to all 3000-odd POs ready for
sale on Friday, 7th March. The queue had formed at 7 a.m. at the
philatelic counter in Zürich, and by 10 a.m. all sold out. See figure
1; on the original the main sponsor, the UBS bank, is clearly
visible. These small sheets, standard issue for all new stamps in
Germany, are suitable for speculators, especially as there will not
be a reprint, as I was assured by the Philatelic Bureau in Bern. I
was too late and left with nothing.



In 2007 when Switzerland will have to defend her (Helvetia)
title, it has not been decided where this will take place. Some
politicians have said in parliament that it must be on a Swiss lake!
This will not be easy as a basic condition of the race is that it must
be in salt water. How much salt needed for Lake Luzern?



The second interesting event, to me, was the autographing of
covers and other items by the
graphic artist Sandra di Salvo from
Winterthur, carrying her remarkable
stamp for the „100 years Swiss
Library for the Blind‟, see Focus on Stamps 1/03. Her
idea was to produce something difficult for 'normal'
people to read, but immediately clear to the blind,
who could read the Braille '70' on the bright red
stamp. See figure 2 for her signature, quite
unreadable as is usual in
Figure 2
Switzerland! They are printed
by House of Questa in sheets
of ten.

Figure 1

Figures 3 & 4



Collectors of 'snap' dates have had a maxi day; see figure 3 where the postcode is reproduced in the date,
exactly - well almost, if only you could prove that '12' was the number of that postman's round. The type
shown in figure 4 is 'more' perfect, with '12' four times.



One of the new terms for SP services mentioned last month is Promo-Post. A simple sticker on the box stops
the delivery of non-addressed mail, by the SP and private firms. However, if you sign up for a cheap bulk
rate with Promo-Post you can use an address such as 'To all lovers of music at Musikstrasse 40' and the SP
will deliver to all such addressed households. Now the government, who still control the SP, have stepped in
to stop this practice.



The SP still issue „Change of Address' postcards free, but since 1st February 2003 the postage has to be
paid for. This is because the vast majority of the cards were being mis-used - change of telephone number
only.



As mentioned on p 15 of the Newsletter in February the popular pre-paid covers are now 10c on top of the
normal postage.



Liechtenstein has now decided to follow EU postage weights and rates, instead of the Swiss, as part of their
liberalization policy. Express rates have been somewhat lower than those in Switzerland for a couple of
years. Stamps still in Swiss francs!



In the rates table on p 20 last month a remark could be added that size takes precedence over weight, so
that a large envelope weighing less than 500g still has to pay the rate for a B4 cover.
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Did You Know?
 May 2003
 It appears that the UBS bank, main sponsor of the yacht Alinghi, took a large number of the




stamps printed, probably creating the shortage (see DYK April). I heard, some years ago, that
'UBS' stands for 'You'll be sorry'.
The unwary think that there are two versions of the Alinghi
stamp; that shown in last month's DYK, and that shown here
in figure 1. The first was used by the SP for publicity and
shown in Phila News, the SBZ, Linn's USA, and the German
Siegerpost. The colours a perfect match, but look at the
perforations, here and last month. Which do you have?
Two 'America's Cup' stamps were printed, both in
Figure 1
sheetlets of ten. The 90c shows the Swiss yacht
Alinghi, and on the 70c the New Zealand yacht with its main
mast broken. Just before distribution, Ulrich Gygi, CEO of the
SP, realized that the 70c stamp could be misunderstood;
could it mean that B-post letters
never got to the finishing line in
time! It was further reported in the
main Bern daily paper Der Bund of
the 1.4.03 that some sheets of the
70c escaped incineration. Look
out for figure 2.
Figure 2

 Charles LaBlonde has pointed out to me that the Hotel



National mentioned on page 17 of the March Newsletter
became home to the League of Nations from about 1922 till 1946: He has covers with cancels
dated 31.VII.84 and 1879. These dates are useful when pursuing the last date of use, one date
alone is not quite proof enough.
On the 2nd of June Liechtenstein will issue their second set of ATMs (Frama‟s) showing 12 village
PO‟s. Comparing the new list of stamps with those of the 'Arms' issue of the 11 communes as
issued on 4.12.95 (see the Newsletter of 1996, pp. 18 & 19) one realizes why Planken is now
missing (no PO) and why Nendeln and Schaanwald are included (two paired villages). The printer
is Cartaroll AG in Bauma CH, using the same 'Flexo' as used for the second Swiss issue of four
stamps on 20.9.01. Stamp size is 40 x 31.5 mm. The special FD cancel with only 28 mm diameter
is shown in figure 3, and as applied in figure
Figures 3 & 4
4, showing how the stamp value is left clear.
The 12 FDCs will be cancelled with the
appropriate K-cancel, except for Vaduz and
Schaan as they have pictorial slogans for
their cancelling machines; normal hand
cancels will be used.

 I‟ve seen a couple of colourful new style 'Retour'
labels, I expect there will be a complete family of
them in time. Self-adhesive white paper 34 x 22
mm. Text in black with a coloured background,
see right.

 The Consilium Philateliae Helvetica has presented Axel Herms with the Gold Medal of Honour for


2002, for his research on the vertical and horizontal watermarks of the stamp issues of 1908 to
1911.
It has always been the wish of postmen to have all their letters automatically presented in the
order of the houses or flats they have to serve on their rounds. This has been achieved in the US
using AEG-Electrocom machines from Konstanz, and called 'sequencing'. The name has been
taken up by the SP and, with the same basic code/ sorting machines, successful trials have been
carried out in Bern last year. All MLOs have this type of machine, 14 of them.
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Did You Know?
 June 2003
 The Alinghi stamp production and promotion was handled masterfully by the Philatelic Bureau in
Bern, except for informing their subscribers, some 78,000 inland and 37,000 foreign, especially
when the next issue of Focus on Stamps 2/2003 arrived a week or so later with no mention of
Alinghi. Unfortunately it had been dispatched just too soon. This has created a curious situation,
subscribers will get their Alinghi stamps and covers in September with the autumn issue, but the
Alinghi stamps can be sent in to receive the FD cancel of 7.3.2003, if sent before the 9th of
October, 6 months after the event!

 The 3rd of May was the 'Day of Aerophilately', and the special cancel used in Altenrhein, figure 1,
shows the latest airship from Friedrichshafen, 'Zeppelin NT' (the NT stands for
New Technology).The airship made its first trip to Switzerland for the St.Gallen
NABA in 2000. The Special Post Office at this meeting, where the cancel was
used officially, had hardly any valid stamps to sell, i.e. mainly 'not-yet-valid'
stamps. This reduced the amount of mail which could be handed in for
cancellation.
Figure 1

Figure 2

 On the 2nd of May the slogan shown in figure 2
was used in Bellinzona and then in Lugano 3,
for very short periods, publicizing another event
of a similar nature. Then, curiously, the initials
of the six cantons which are celebrating 200
years of joining the Swiss Confederation were added. So far this is the only philatelic
commemoration of the 'Act of Mediation' of the 19th of February 1803. See DYK March last item.

 On the 2nd of June the modified pictorial cancel K 1033a will be issued, see figure 3, only the
order of the names of the 2 villages has been changed over from the first cancel issued on 2.6.86.
This shows the 'Grauholz' monument erected at the scene of the last and unsuccessful battle to
nd
keep the French from taking Bern (2 March 1798). This was the start of the French occupation,
and the eventual re-organization of the old feudal Switzerland.

Figures 3, 4 & 5

 The four new Pro Patria stamps are the best ever, and a lovely addition to my small collection of
Swiss bridges. The 90c showing St. Ursanne and the bridge built in 1729 on which is a statue of
St. Nepomuk, the Patron Saint of Bridges, shown in the FD cancel, figure 4. Who remembers
which Swiss stamp shows this statue more clearly?

 On a junk mail letter from Austria, sender '1020 Wien', the postage was paid by the impression
shown in figure 5. I cannot quite understand it, so what will the postal historians make of it in 50
years time?

 At the end of March 2003 'Value Declared' was abolished for foreign letters; and had also been
for several months for inland letters. I have not seen this instruction in writing, but it apparently
follows international practice. During the last year or so such letters were not delivered to the
door, but had to be collected at the local PO, as the insurance for house delivery was too
expensive.

 The SBB no longer issue a timetable on the 1st of June. Until a few years ago there was a
summer edition, and a winter edition which appeared at the end of September. Now there is only
one issued in the middle of December. The second volume of this timetable is for postal buses
only, and it gets thicker. However, the routes, without the times, are now included for all cities and
towns. Volume 1 is for all trains, mountain cable cars, and ships.
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Did You Know?
 July 2003
 It has been decided under the REMA programme (Re-Engineering Mail-Processing) after much
discussion, i.e. fights between various Cantons as to how many people would lose their jobs, that
the number of code/sort centres would be reduced from the present 18 to 3. However, the present
4 sub-centres, which can sort only, would be replaced by 6 new sub-centres, i.e. downgraded
main centres. The 3 new centres will be completely new, out-of-town installations. These would
be in Lausanne-North, near Olten and the third in the re-built Zurich-Mülligen parcel sorting office
(still one of the biggest PO buildings in Switzerland); all three are on the main train line from St
Gallen to Geneva along the Jura, via Biel/Bienne. The 6 downgraded sub-centres will be St
Gallen and Geneva on the east-west axis, and Basel, Luzern and Bellinzona forming the northsouth axis crossing at Olten (as laid out by George Stephenson in about 1855. Bern is still wellconnected on the main line Zürich-Olten-Lausanne. Completion is planned for 2008 with 4000
losing their jobs.

 In the latest issue of 'Tell', 4/2003, Richard T Hall in his regular 'Matterhorn Meanderings'
continues with his unique chronological listing of all announced closings of Swiss POs, most
useful. Although this is terribly sad he also mentions name changes and new K-cancels.

 I must bring to your attention an interesting phenomenon. If you happen to
be in Elm, Canton Glarus, on the 12th of March or the 1st of October any
year, then walk to the little church to be there at 8.53 or 8.33 respectively,
and you will see a shaft of sunlight come out of the mountain and strike the
church, which has been built on a prehistoric sight. Every 19 years the
moon also floods through this 20m hole at night on about the 1st of
October. K542, see figure 1.

 Many have commented on the improved SBZ after this year's take-over by a

Figure 1:
note the date

younger team of editors under the leadership of Peter Meier, the last philatelist to leave the
Philatelic Bureau in Bern. There are now nine issues a year instead of eleven, as this magazine is
becoming increasingly expensive and the number of readers is falling.

 Visitors to Switzerland soon notice that the licence plates on all SP cars, vans and trucks have
changed, as the SP is no longer a Federal institution, but under the local jurisdiction of the canton.
Therefore the old 'P' is being replaced by the respective cantonal letters and a 5-6 digit number.
As the cantonal arms are always shown on the rear number plate, philatelists can identify the
canton through their knowledge of the PJ issues 1918-1926. This number plate is supplied by the
canton and belongs to them and, in effect, is the receipt for the insurance and car tax payments.

 On page 37 of the May Newsletter, Edward Quinton discovered a new field to collect. I have
found something in this direction for him, see figure 2 below. I am now looking for 5.5.55 (a
Thursday) from Quinten SG. In the 'Ortsverzeichnis' I have also found 'Quartino' and 'Quinto' in
the Ticino.

 I‟ve found another auction with a glaring back-dated
cancellation, on a local letter from and to Einsiedeln, on
a 5c with a cheap German-text PJ vignette of 1912. As
we all now know the cross in
the upper segment and the
PK number in the lower was
introduced in 1914, so this is
another "premature birth" (see
figure 3).
Figure 3: back-dated

Figure 2: dated
4.IV.44
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Did You Know?
 August 2003
 For the first time we will have an 85c postage stamp, from the 1st of January 2004 for the new Bpost rate. A-post will go up from 90c to 100c, i.e. only 10c compared with the 15c B-post increase;
this is to attract more A letters in the 100g range. All other proposed increases have been refused
by the Federal Council. In 2002, for the first time, the letter post had a deficit of 14m CHF. With a
fall in the number of letters it seems to be a complex answer to give 11.1% increases for the Apost, and 21.4% for B-post, with 10% rise for bulk rates of 500 or more. The SP has also
proposed a maximum thickness for the above letters of only 5mm, instead of the present 10mm.
The maximum size of the envelopes remains B5, 250 x 176mm.

 The UNESCO has declared five subjects in Switzerland to be World Heritage Sites; Abbey Library
in St.Gallen, Müstair (GR) Monastery, Old-town of Bern, Castles of Bellinzona, Aletsch Glacier.
The SP is issuing a set of very attractive stamps, 90c each, on the 9th of September 2003,
together with picture postcards in a brochure in five languages, and the stamp selvedge is also
put to good uses There are numerous stamps and cancellations for these subjects; an informative
one-frame show is possible.

 Two days after the above announcement the UNESCO declared a sixth area as a further
protected site, namely the Monte San Giorgio in the Ticino near Chiasso. If you stand on the
Melide Causeway and look directly south, that is the mountain, 1100m asl. Lake Lugano is 270m
asl. The only stamp I can find is the Fr.1.00 Sante Croce church in Riva San Vitale, issued on
12.9.68 (Z.419), at the eastern foot of the mountain, see figure 1.
I did find three K-cancels; K 143, issued in 1955 shows the church (in 1966 it
was issued with the postcode '6826', figure 2); the main lakeside village of 6911
Brusino Arsizio, NW of the mountain (new postcodes '6623' in 1988 and '6827'
in 1996, figure 3). The cable car is shown "beam riding" on K 615. K 1143 at
650m height is the most important as it shows the fossil and floral richness,
see figure 4.
Figure 1

Figures 2, 3 & 4

 Liechtenstein is halfway through issuing a series of 12 stamps for this year, in four sets of three,
each depicting a phase of vine growing and wine making. For each
there is a maximum card and in their
brochures a full description in three
languages. Almost a DIY guide for
beginners. Figures 5 & 6 show the two FD
cancels issued so far. Note the enlarged
insert illustrating an important detail of the
vine. A good idea, well executed.
Figure 5

Figure 6

 One must encourage members to visit the sites of all new Swiss
stamps as they appear. Your Editor has just made such a trip to the PP 90c Pont St. Jean at the
village of St. Ursanne in the Jura. The Reuss Bridge, also 90c in the same series, is now easy to
reach by Postbus from Zürich. It lies about 4km upstream from Bremgarten, and the village of
Rottenschwil is about a kilometre west of the bridge itself. However, the area along the river is a
wildlife sanctuary and much frequented by bird watchers.

 The Trilateral Exhibition held in Locarno, 18-22 June, was very interesting. Not too big, but many
varied, excellent objects to view. Large Gold won by 23 exhibitors, Gold by no less than 51, with
53 Large Vermeil and 37 Vermeil. Harlan Stone, from New York, the only HPS member, received
Gold and Vermeil for his Postage Due exhibits. Congratulations.
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Did You Know?
 September 2003
 During a holiday in Zermatt, Tony Hoyle found out more on the recent fusion
of the Furka-Oberalp Bahn and the Brig-Zermatt Bahn, to form the new
Matterhorn-Gotthard Bahn with headquarters in Brig. This extends the Glacier
Express route on the Rhätische-Bahn. The TPO was still being used, see
figure 1. I must now check that the Furka TPO is still operating, as I suspect it
is. Will they now make new cancellers for the line?

 In a not-so-well-known cancel record book of Basel District HQ I came

Figure 1

across an important reference to the 'Bale 2 Outre Mer' cancel which has been mentioned before
in this year‟s April newsletter (and in DYK, November 1997), see figure 2. Note that the canceller
date is meaningless, i.e., as delivered with 'III' a.m. and '1' p.m. shown together. My interpretation
is that this cancel was delivered to Basel 2 on
14.1.08, while the Office cancel was delivered
somewhat later, on 19.VI.08. In the Güller record
book this cancel, No. 431, is shown on page 30 of
Volume 4 (de Coppet flexible) with the date of
8.1.08, which was the date of delivery to the PTT.
This lines up well with the date shown in April of
Figure 2
23.VII.08 on a card from Gersau to Delemont
(which is a bit confusing).

 In a recent auction there were a number of curious PJ 'misprints'; figure 3 shows the most exotic
example where each mis-perforated stamp of the four values printed 1925 must have come from
a complete sheet.

 I‟m not sure if Figures 4 &
5 are from a fake event or
just laid on to celebrate
something. According to the
Zumstein-Müller TPO booklet,
Interlaken-Lauterbrunnen TPO
used this cancel from 1940 to
1970, and the InterlakenGrindelwald from 1939 to
1971. Shown are the bottom
left corners of the
unaddressed covers, with the
text in black, otherwise
correctly franked. Beware of
this 'rarity', worth only a
shilling or so.

Figure 3

Figures 4 & 5

 Figure 6 shows another curiosity. In the field of 'PP' the PO of origin must be shown; somehow
this was forgotten but with their attractive pictorial cancel nearby, K 283 (12.VIII.61) who would
complain? A new K cancel, for Tenniken (a few kilometres south of Sissach in Basel-Land) gives
a www address, see figure 7. Finally, an old cancel of Quinten, figure 8, for those interested.

Figure 6

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Figures 7 & 8

Page 9

Did You Know?
 October 2003
 The UNESCO stamps have appeared and, to my mind, are a little weak, printed in Berlin in
sheets of six only. That means if you want only one or a pair, and don't live near one of the six
Philatelic Counters, then you have to depend on your charm and a co-operative counter clerk. In
Focus on Stamps it mentions that the left-hand coupon of the sheetlet can be used to get a
discount of some sort at each of the five sites. There is nothing about this on the coupon itself, so
non-readers of "Focus" are left in the dark
There is also a little booklet with some nice photos of the five sites, and some very small views
too, the text being in five languages. But, there are five picture postcards without impressed value
and a set of mint stamps, which can be combined to make a set of maximum cards. However 5 x
90c = 4.50 for the stamps, added to five postcards at 1 Fr each, makes a total of 9.50 Fr. Next
year there will be a follow up with the 6th site, San Giorgio, as I mentioned last month.

 The BBZ for October mentions that a second 5.00 embroidered stamp with a serious error has
been found. The first had no figures at all; this one has the last "0" missing.

 The illustrations here show another curious development in international mails. The first is a
regular private machine impression in black, applied
by the Swiss Post International in Germany to a junk
mail cover; the DEOI8 is a code number to identify
the sender should the letter be returned to Basel as
undeliverable. The second was printed on a similar
junk cover, but note that the sender's address is in
Switzerland, 8808 Pfäffikon. I can only assume that
this was produced complete in Germany
and then brought over the border by SPI.
Both covers were addressed to Zürich.

 The SP use a wide variety of different styles for their cancellations, figures 1 to 3, as noted before.
Keep your eyes open for figure 2, it
should be used on all
correspondence from the main
office in Bern, but it could have
been a little more exciting.
Figures 1, 2 & 3

 On page 47 of the June Newsletter figure 2 showed a machine slogan which mentions the six
cantons that are celebrating their membership this year, and independence, in the Swiss
Confederation. Now another slogan, figure 6,
has appeared for the Canton of Thurgau and
their capital, Frauenfeld. This is also shown on
the cds, figure 7.
Figures 4 & 5

 I‟ve discovered something for the Standing Helvetia buffs, see figure 6. As
part of the present rigorous government policy of saving money in every
way possible, many suggestions have been made, this in connection with
an advertising campaign.
Figure 6

 Our Editor has not been overwhelmed with correct answers to my little
question in the June DYK; the other stamp showing the St. Ursanne bridge
and St. Nepomuk, is the Europa 40c of 1977, Z 589.
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Did You Know?
 November 2003
 Swiss philately has recently lost two outstanding veterans: Dr Alfred Guggisberg, 46 years Editor
of the SBZ, died aged 79, on the 22nd of August 2003. Trained as a lawyer, philately was always
his main hobby, with the editorship of the SBZ his lasting work, until he gave that up in December
2002. He was also an Expert and Judge for classic Swiss material, and a member of the Royal
Philatelic Society London.
Heiner Dürst, the world-wide specialist for franking machines, died aged 92, on the 3rd of October
2003 in Rüschlikon. Practically from the start of business franking machines in the 1920s he
studied them in the greatest detail, first in Switzerland and then those of Germany and worldwide. His first Swiss catalogue appeared in 1946, and the 5th edition in 1996. Also his catalogue
is the standard work in Germany. Until the day he died he actively followed the latest
developments.

 When the postal rates go up on the 1st of January 2004 it will be an expensive day for collectors.
Three new booklets, ten stamps each, self-adhesive, for A post 100c each, for B post 85c. Then,
learning from experience gained the last time the rates went up, namely the shortage of 10c
stamps to make up the new levels, a 15c stamp is being provided in the third booklet. A good
idea; note the themes used.
The number of new postal stationery items will double. Postcards now for the A post and B post
as before, then the pre-stamped envelopes are now to be had with windows for business letters,
but who will buy them at 10c more than the postage?

 Following the TPO cancel for the Brig-Zermatt line, I have now obtained the cancel for the
Oberalp-Bahn (figure 1), which I was told by a train conductor runs only from Brig to Oberwald.
Regarding the Rhätische Bahn I am not sure how many
lines still have a TPO, but figure 2 shows Trip No. 580, the
evening train from St.Moritz at 18.02 to Chur for 20.05, with
a TPO only on Monday to Friday. I use "Trip No." as this is
like the "Flight No." of aircraft, to distinguish from "Route
No.". See the current train timetables to understand what I
mean.

 Every year a big event is held in St.Gallen, the East
Switzerland Agricultural Show, the OLMA, well-known to
collectors of the special cancellations. This year a culinary
speciality is shown, the grilled OLMA sausage made of
high-quality veal and quite large, served with a bread roll
and mustard, and a serviette too.

Figures 1, 2 & 3

 One knows that fax and other electronic gadgets are used instead of stamped letters, but figure 4
shows, to me, the first direct notification - "Please use a stamp, or send (this order form) by fax to
0848- 55 66 85". Sign of the times.

 The Swiss UNESCO site of the Monastery of Müstair has used the "stamp" shown
in figure 5 on its begging letters for a number of years. This is
printed on the cover and, with the advertising material, is handed
to the PO in Chur 1 Briefzentrum. The 'PP' used for these bulk
lots doesn‟t need a date, but an indication to where
undeliverable items are to be returned.
The PO will have a record of the sender.

Figure 4

Figure 5

 All parcels entering Switzerland are examined by Customs, then passed to the postal service for
delivery and, perhaps, collect dues and fees. Generally one can say - do not declare the value to
be over CHF 100 or the equivalent in the local currency, and mark as a gift. This is the value in
the country of manufacture, but don't push the margin of tolerance. Then there should be no VAT
or other charges.
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Did You Know?
 December 2003
 On your next trip to Switzerland you can take advantage of the latest POST service
"SwissPostCard" to send your own
pictures on postcards to all your friends,
either electronically, or as ordinary
postcards. You can use your Multimedia
Messaging Service (MMS) phone to take
and record every minute of your trip, and
then instantly send the best ones to every
corner of the world, with your personal
message. Not free! See right.
Normal copies from your "old" camera can
also be sent.

 From the 01.01.2004 the Swiss Express
will become a separate company, with all shares held by SP, to maintain flexibility in the new
market. Prices are below the competition but apparently not the speed and convenience.

 A useful comment has been made on my article about the newspaper wrapper on page 42 in the
June Newsletter by a Swiss member of the Ganzsachen-Verein (some of whom see a copy of the
Newsletter in their circulation) in that he could confirm that the father, Jacob Klaus, Postal District
Director of St.Gallen from 1927 until 1934, sent many such wrapped newspapers to his son Hans
Klaus, working in the first branch of a Swiss bank in the USA. The son returned all covers and
wrappers, which were then sold to collector friends.

 My note in the July DYK about the church at Martins-Loch above Elm was, in a way, a
forewarning. The Canton of Glarus, with help from St.Gallen and Graubünden, have applied to
UNESCO to have the mountain range between these cantons declared a "Site of National
Heritage", the seventh in Switzerland, because a prominent horizontal line in the rock indicates
that the "old" plate of Africa lies above the "new" plate of Europe, which proves the movement of
such tectonic plates across the surface of the globe. The hole shown on the cancel lies practically
on this line, and becomes the centre of the touristic area.

 For those who prefer to read articles in French rather than in German, I can recommend a 7-page
article which appeared in the April 2003 issue of Timbres Magazine, which they published to
commemorate the "Act of Mediation" proclaimed by Napoleon in February 1803, giving the unruly
Swiss freedom and most rights. The Author uses the PJ stamps to good effect; the Arms to
indicate the Cantons geographically, and the Costumes in the descriptions of all cantons. (A copy
is held in the Society‟s Library.)

 Every year the well-known German firm of Herman E Sieger puts out via its subsidiary in Nendeln
(FL), a 50-page A5 brochure in German, describing about 250 stamp-issuing countries, in full
colour. This very useful publication has a potted history and geography for each place with a few
typical stamps. However, the object is to give the approximate cost, per month, of the stamps
issued, together with a rating (in the German school system of 1 to 6 with 1 the best and 6 the
lowest). This refers to the cost, the appreciation and the popularity.

 These illustrations show the recent FDC cancels as published in Phila News.
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Did You Know?
 January 2004
 This year's PJ stamps are quite different from anything seen before, printed in the USA.
Separation of the self-adhesive stamps is by wavy rouletting. Printing is four-colour offset and the
design is, shall we say, modern. The stamps come in four formats: sheets of 20 (all four values, A
& B for 2003 and 2004); blocks of four; booklets
with two panes of six of each 85c & 100c for 2004;
a curious pane of backing paper with all four
values, but separated by a 6mm gutter (the "used"
version is a travesty of CTO) - see Focus on
Stamps for more details. The illustration here
shows a fake block of four, i.e. a combination not
on sale as such; is this detectable? Try it for some
fun; answer next month.
All stamps have the same wavy rouletting, 11/101,
i.e., 17 x 15 "teeth". The booklet panes shown in
Focus on Stamps are incorrect in that they have
the same wavy rouletting as the other formats.

 In the timetable change (all Europe) on 14.12.2003
the TPOs of the Rhätische Bahn have been reduced to two, or perhaps it is only one coach. Train
No.5005 is a goods train leaving Chur at 5 am from Monday to Saturday and it travels through the
new Vereina tunnel to St. Moritz, but is manned. In the evening the passenger train 590 leaves St.
Moritz for Chur, via the Albula route, picking up mail bags on the way, but only Monday to Friday.
It seems that the two TPOs of the MGB (Matterhorn-Gotthard Bahn) are still being used: BrigZermatt and Brig-Oberwald.

 I have now been sent a "SwissPostCard" by Karl Gebert and can add to the remarks in last

month’s DYK. The card is beautifully printed, on one side only, but is C5 size, a double postcard,
so may suffer a lot of damage in the post. It is posted from the SPI centre at Zürich Airport, Zürich
8058 and the rudimentary cds does have the correct date printed - 11.12.2003.
The electronic order for the cards can be placed from anywhere in the world via
www.swisspost.com/swisspostcard
The picture can be selected from hundreds in the SP site memory, or a digital picture can be sent
from a PC or handheld MMS. After sending the address and message (up to 288 letters) payment
is made using a SP debit card or a credit card; CHF 1.20 for the card plus either A-post 1.00
internal, 1.30 Europe or 1.80 worldwide.

 Last year 12,262 letters and cards were sent to "Father Christmas", "Samichlaus", or "Christkindli"
from children, mainly in Switzerland, and about the same number were expected for 2003. Since
1950 the PTT, and now the SP, have answered all such letters, if an address can be found. The
usual "Bethlehem" special cancellation has been used. In 1911 the PTT introduced the Postage
Paid (PP) system so that above a certain number (then 200, now 50) it was not necessary to stick
on stamps, but they could be accepted at the counter and cancelled "PP" and the date. A great
saving and very popular from the start. Now this system is being drastically changed, as was
mentioned on page 15 of DYK in February last year; firstly by charging a nominal 3c per letter,
and up to 10c for small quantities. Now it has been
announced (very unclearly) that from 1.1.07 all such
"PP" letters must have a computer-generated 2-D
Matrix (see the March 2003 Newsletter), or, in
effect, be franked with an ordinary stamp, a return to
the pre-1911 system for those without a computer.
In other words they expect that by then those
without a computer will not be interested in sending
more than 50 identical letters at the same time, see
left.
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Did You Know?
 February 2004
 Just as on the 1st of January 1996 so again this year when the A & B postal rates went up again.
There was panic and chaos as not enough 5 and 10c stamps were available, two-thirds of all
Frama machines had been scrapped (even if people knew what they were for), there were not
enough stocks in POs and Philatelic counters were overrun.

 The closing of some city POs is proceeding to plan. Two of them, Zürich 25 and 66, I never went
to even though they were sometimes convenient, because the queues were too long. But
probably the rental-to-profit calculation was negative. Figures 1 & 2 show another worse situation
for the villagers; Quinten will keep its postcode, after
closure on 20.12.03, but the post will be delivered by the
postman from across the lake, i.e. 8877 Murg, as part of
the new "House Service", in that the postman will have a
minimum of stamps and other items for sale and will
collect letters for mailing. For those at home when he
Figures 1 & 2
comes this may develop into something useful.
Registered letters and parcels for those not at home when the postman or woman calls to collect
a signature are a big problem. Row across the lake to pick them up at Murg PO?

 Parcel delivery in the cities is from a central sorting office, the local PO is only involved when
nobody is at home; usually anyone living in that house or flat can sign for a recorded parcel (SI) or
letter (LSI) unless it is "own hand" which costs an extra CHF 6. All SP parcel delivery staff are
equipped with a handheld electronic device, where the recipient signs his name with a stylus on
the transparent surface. Thus parcel-number, date and signature are all together in the memory,
facilitating a complete print-out of his round.

 Back in 2000 (DYK Jan & Feb), I discussed the peculiar rate for a chocolate bar. This Christmas
on the bar available the rates shown for inland only are 1.50 and 1.30. It became obvious that the
total weight of a 100g bar must be more
than Standard rate, therefore by Midi post
it was 1.30 and 1.10 each plus 20c for
special handling as it could not be sorted
by machine. From 1.1.2004 the 20c has
been reduced to 15c, which could mean
that they are going to enforce this charge.
The bar was cancelled in Bern
Schanzenpost on 6th December, St.
Nicolas' Day, when children get their
present, or that is how it used to be. (See
figure 3).
Figure 3

 In the November 2003 and January 2004 issues of the BBZ there has been some interesting
correspondence about two recent Swiss stamps. These are the 70 & 90c of 13.5.97, Z.920-921,
the country and town layouts with orange or red bands up the right hand sides containing the
values and "Helvetia", printed by the Stamp Printing Works in Bern. Very soon after issue reports
started to come in that these two bands were fading rapidly. Zumstein warns: "do not think that
they are rare printing errors, just unsuitable printing ink, keep them away from sunlight".

 Looking through some of the old PO circulars I noticed that in 1903 there was a move afoot to
have a reduced rate for postcards, as well as for letters, if sent over a distance of less than 10km
'as the pigeon flies', between the sender's and the recipient's PO’s. This would have meant a
reduction from 5c to 3c, inland only, but the measure was never implemented.

 Last year the United Nations Philatelic Office in Geneva closed down, and all their archive was
auctioned off for 2.6m Euro to a single US firm. Luckily, at the last moment, the cancellers were
held back, but where are they now?
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Did You Know?
 March 2004
 From new information received, the sell-out on the UNPA archives was not only Geneva, but New
York and Vienna as well. Just not to be believed. In eight lots only, it had a net weight of about
one tonne. Included were all art work of all issues, imperforate die proofs and reference items,
from the first issue in 1951 until 2000. Nothing was held back, Lot 7 was withdrawn at the last
minute as it contained all the cancellers - hand, rubber, machine and franks - 180kg! The UNPA
office in Geneva remains, but all orders and shipments are handled in Vienna - future not clear.

 A remarkable booklet has been published, A5 in French, by the author Oliver Cottagnoud, about
his family and the PO of Vetroz and Conthey, where he is the present postmaster. It is also
remarkable in having three prefaces, by the Federal Councillor Pascal Couchepin (from the
Valais), the present SP Director Ulrich Gygi, and the disposed SP Director Jean-Noel Rey. In all
over 100 pages with every aspect of postal/family life covered in old documents going back to
1845. If only every postmaster would produce such a book.

 With the rates change on 01.01.04 a laughable situation has arisen. Due to the shortage of 'makeup' stamps, people used the old 90c stamps (figure 1) and
were promptly taxed the missing 10c and the fine of 50c,
even though the sender said he had expected the 'B'
service, for which he had paid an additional 5c (90 minus
85). The PO was forced to admit the logic of the case. Note
that 'B' has been marked in this recent example to make
Figure 1
sure, the rule being if not declared as 'A', it is 'B'.

 Another 'Outre Mer' cancel has been found, dated
28.XII.57, on an unsealed New Year's card at the
printed matter rate of 10c. However, it slipped in the
cancelling machine, so was cancelled with the
handstamp for foreign transit. Note that it went by sea
taking 33 days (figure 2).

Figure 2

 Recently I came across the item shown in figure 3 with
an unclear title to the MPO cachet No. A 328 of 18.X.42. Practically the first collector I asked had
the answer as he was a member of the 'Zürich Arbeiter Philatelic
Bund'(Zürich Workers' Philatelic Club) which has never been a member of
the Swiss Association of Philatelic Clubs. ZABA would then mean 'Zürich
Arbeiter Briefmarken Ausstellung'. Note the display frames on each side
with the standard 12 sheets each and only stamps shown. Today this is rare
without having at least one cover per sheet.
Figure 3

 The word 'Economat' has long puzzled me, seen in the two Güller cancels shown in figures 4 & 5,
somehow not postal, but Max H Wehrli had an answer.
This is the name of the PO Employees' Saving Fund
operating in the French-speaking part of Switzerland,
and these cancellers could be used on documents and
savings books. Do you have examples of these cancels
in your collection?
Figures 4 & 5

 Figure 6 shows a cancel I asked about in DYK (March 1994) and now,
perhaps, an answer has appeared. A. Arbenz was one of several Swiss
enthusiasts who designed and made early motor cars in the late 19th century.
Perhaps he had this cancel made by Güller for his office in Birmingham; was
he selling cars there?
Figure 6

 Last year I mentioned that the fastest lake steamer, the paddle-wheel 'Gallia'
on the Lake of Luzern, was nearing completion of its 2-3 year refurbishment. This is now
complete and trials are in progress so that in a few weeks normal service begins.
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Did You Know?
 April 2004
 In the latest issue of Phila News a three-language note is included recommending the diskette



version of Karl Gebert's Poststellen-Chronik 1849 to 1999, which is updated virtually every week.
Send a 10 Euro note to him at Kapplerstrasse 27, CH-9642 Ebnat-Kappel. This 3.5" diskette can
be used with all 'Word' programs. This is probably the first philatelic reference book to be issued
in the PC format. More will follow. You can order in English via 'gebertka@swissonline.ch'.
For those who have travelled the Solothurn-Niederbipp (SNB) railway, Attiswil
might be known, but I have shown the pictorial cancel K 1043 because it shows
the second 'erratic block' in these cancels (see the Newsletter July 2003, p54).
This block, lower left, has been declared a prehistoric Menhir, and is protected.
It stands in the middle of a farmer's field, about 2m high, see figure 1.

 In the latest SBZ a new catalogue of Swiss Soldier Stamps is announced,

Figure 1

Die Schweizerischen Soldatenmarken 2. Weltkrieg 1939-1945 by Markus Wittwer, in German * for
CHF 85. In the same issue is the start of a series of articles by Reinhard Stutz; the first is five
pages on the history of these stamps during the First World War, fully illustrated in colour. (*600
pages in full colour).

 Figure 2 shows the smallest Swiss cross I have seen, Münster (VS) 6.X.39, with an unclear 'II' in
the lower segment (for Postal District II, Lausanne). In July 1914 the PO ordered that all future
cancellers were to have, instead of the bars, the Swiss cross
in the upper segment and the relative Postal District number
(PK) in the lower segment, and that all existing cancellers
were to be modified accordingly. The First World War
intervened, so that some cancels had to wait 40 years, or
more, for modification. Has anyone a late date of this cancel,
with bars?
Figure 2

 The latest Rölli auction in Luzern, 26-28th February 2004 had quite a number of PJ 1912
vignettes, some singles, some in collections. Two illustrations from collections showed back-dated
cancellations, i.e. the 'cross' or the 'PK' number could be seen. For Lot 750 the back-dating was
not mentioned, in Lot 960 it was. It has become an open secret that the Rölli family have decided
to sell their very successful auction business.

 According to the Zumstein-Pen catalogue, from the 2nd to the 14th June 1951 the ESPA
exhibition was held in Lugano; see figure 3 for cachet No. A 540, used in MPO 3. After a lot of
searching, Giovanni Balimann had the answer; this was an exhibition for bakery machines and
their products, Esposizione Panetteria. Perhaps in the next edition the
many peculiar abbreviations could be explained.

 The auction house in Biel, Giorgino, started a few years ago

Figure 3

a new style of catalogues with all-colour illustrations next to the
descriptions. Now for their auction for 26 & 27th March 2004 they
have produced a hard-cover, beautifully bound catalogue, impossible to throw away! Will the
others now follow?

 Some more examples of the new computerized PP
system, with 2-D matrix, have appeared. Figure 4 shows
a mark from the SP upper right, with the address showing
through a window. Figure 5 shows through the window,
the 'März 04' is curious as a date is not required on PP
Figure 4
items. With such a letter one has no idea of the sender,
does it contain a refund cheque from the internal revenue, or just a lot of rubbish for the WPB;
one has to look carefully (see also p7 of the January 2004
Newsletter).

Figure 5
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Did You Know?
 May 2004
 It seems the SP has at last realized that if POs and counters are closed then the queues of
patient customers get longer and longer at those counters still open. Now, in the bigger places,
more and more customers can prove that the SP optimum, i.e. maximum of 7 minutes waiting is a
joke. So Saturday opening, till 4 pm, is now extended to 39 POs in 29 towns; but also Sunday
opening for 10 POs, in addition to Zürich Sihlpost which has been open on Sunday for years. In
fact at one time it never closed on Saturday at all.

 Another surprise from the SP came to me recently. On Wednesday the 7th of April five
unstamped letters would be accepted at any PO counter, i.e. not via a letter box, and sent free to
any address in Switzerland by A-post, to make sure that everyone's Easter Greetings would arrive
in time; figure 1 shows the self-adhesive label. The left-hand half is yellow, and the slogan, in
German, reads 'Someone was quicker than the hare' (Easter Bunny), and no doubt something
similar in French and Italian, but I had
no time to organize that as well. Were
they trying to prove that they really
could deliver on time, or were they
publicizing the new 2D Matrix code?
Figure 1

 There are still about 1000 Frama ATM machines in service after
more than half were scrapped, as they were bringing in less money
than the maintenance costs. The newest type, which issues slightly
smaller pre-printed colour labels, were made without a 5c value step
so could not issue an 85c label for the new B-post letter rate (the old
type were OK). So 200-odd machines had to be modified in a hurry,
mechanically and electronically. This has now been completed as proved by
figure 2.

Figure 2

 In the latest issue of Focus on Stamps a new stamp will be issued on 06.05. 2004 for the new
Zeppelin NT (= New Technology) coming from Friedrichshafen. It visited the St. Gallen 2000
philatelic exhibition, by the way. However, the accompanying article makes a
curious statement; that before WW II intercontinental air travel could be
carried out only by Zeppelin airships. Is it possible that the author has never
heard of passenger-carrying Imperial Airways, KLM, Alitalia, PAA and TWA,
let alone the collectors of such flown covers? Figure 3 shows the FD cancel
with a rather close approach to the Cathedral of Bern, and its spire.
Figure 3

 Another stamp (a pair in fact) is being issued for an international office, the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) and, naturally, not for use by collectors: the FD is the 6th of May. No doubt they
need the money, but this restriction, dating from 1918, is now out of date - not that we need more
stamps. There are 37 pages in the useful Zumstein annual catalogue devoted to this subject, as
far as I can see with never a warning that they are restricted to 'Timbres de service' which they
never were.

 Once more the fake cancel crops up on a PJ vignette (valid from 14 to 31st
of December 1912), this time from a German auction catalogue, see figure 4.
The cancel is for Basel 21, Riehenstrasse, as the 'R' is quite clear in the
lower arc. This office opened on the 1st of September 1913. But, additionally,
the original canceller was modified about 1920 to show the 'cross' in the
upper segment and a 'V' for the Basel Postal District in the lower. The date
on this vignette is 12.XII.25; at least that is not faked - but the combination is.
(refer to next month’s DYK for further information)
Figure 4
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Did You Know?
 June 2004
 Every stamp collector, and philatelists too, uses his knowledge of the alphabet to look up lists of
countries, post towns, motives for thematic collections and other things, but not if he has a
computer where he types in the looked-for name. A newspaper article and a conversation
between two children heard on a bus, have confirmed this to me. The schools it seems no longer
consider the alphabet a necessary tool in our over-civilized world.

 When one enters a larger Swiss PO these days, one has to take the next numbered ticket out of a
vending machine. For those for whom waiting the average 15 minutes, or longer at month's end,
is too long for a stamp or a simple answer, there is now a girl with a mobile desk to provide
immediate service. I might add that seats are there for as many patient customers as possible, till
their number comes up on the screen.

 Last week I had the chance to show a geologist the picture of Martin's Loch (see DYK January
2004) by Escher. He thinks it is somehow foreshortened, as the floor of the hole is exactly on the
'join' between the upper African and the lower Alpen plate. He visited the site, and considers it not
a difficult climb.

 Last month’s DYK showed a PJ vignette cancelled on 12 December 1912, but the text said that
this label was first used on 14 December; who spotted that error?
However, I checked the Zumstein Catalogues, no reason is given for the FD as Saturday 14th,
but also Thursday 12th is in brackets. My guess is that the POs received their supplies (in the
language of the area) on the 12th, and a few started using them ahead of the official FD. Now in
the Rapp catalogue, for 11-13 May, two
postcards are shown, one from Locle 12.XII.12 9 with six green French Labels crudely stuck on;
genuine I would say. The other is cancelled Biel
(Bienne) 1 (a correct cancel of the period) on the
12.XII.12.XII on a set of the three languages,
very neatly arranged (Fig.1). I can imagine that,
in a bi-lingual town, both French and German
labels would be available, but how did an Italian
one get that far from home, ahead of the FD?
Figure 1

 The FIFA triangular stamp for 1 CHF issued on 9.3.04 was sold out very quickly, as with the new
sales policy not many stamps are sent in advance to the 3000-odd PO’s. This is to encourage
collectors to make a standing order, and to decrease stocks. On sale only until the end of June
2004. I would like to know how the printer, Enschede, did
the perforating: see Focus on Stamps for the sheet layout.

 A new green self-adhesive label has appeared (Fig.2)
applied to those items which get 'screwed up' in the PO
machinery. The same machinery which damages so many
stamps, even if well stuck down.

Figure 2

 Looking through some old wrappers I noticed something new on the yellow labels stuck on
parcels with a customs fee to be paid to the postman. In the older version (Fig.3) the Swiss cross
is embedded in a red square, with the newer version having a stylized cross in a group of red dots
representing the map of
Switzerland (Fig.4).

Figures 3 & 4
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Did You Know?
 July 2004
 Semi-miracles can happen; the SP are opening a new PO in Zürich, 8068, in a previously mainly
industrial area, which has now been developed as a business suburb, namely Zürich-West (see
figure 1). This is more of a depot than a regular PO as it is open only 3 hours
a day, Mon. - Fri. 11 to 12, then 15.30 to 17.30; letters, parcels, Registered
and Express, but no in- or out-payments. After two attempts I found the wellhidden counter 'Postannahmestelle 8068
Zürich-West' with 'Managed by Mail Source'.
This seems to be a private organization for
collecting bulk mailings.
Figure 1

 Giovanni Balimann has found the first (?) uncut self-adhesive
stamp; the whole booklet page must have been uncut in error
(figure 2). Un-perforated normal stamps have very high prices.

Figure 2

 For those who study Kocher stamped labels (perforated, gummed,
private advertising labels with an official printed stamp) there is a related type about which less is
known. This has a similar-sized, multi-coloured, perforated gummed label with a white space for
any suitable stamp, which can be stuck on as desired (see figure 3). In
OPUS 3/2003 there is a three-page article in French by Louis Vuille of
Yverdon, in colour, with many illustrations, and a list of the 35-odd firms
which created such advertising labels, covering the period from about
1905 to WWI. A b&w copy has been sent to the Society Librarian. In a
recent auction catalogue (Forster, Delemont) there are seven lots with
Kocher-stamped labels; three on piece with average starting price of CHF
566, and four used singles at CHF 212. The only 'Calactina' label with a
stuck-on 10c stamp on cover cancelled 13.V.08 is rated a mere CHF 100.
Figure 3

 The well-known and popular Swiss comedian 'Emil' has designed a stamp (see
figure 4), covered in detail in Focus on Stamps, which has not been acclaimed
as Switzerland's best by the 'experts'. However, it fills a hole
in my (dormant) 'Electricity' thematic collection, namely an
electric doorbell, not shown by any other country, as far as I
know. The official FDC was cancelled in Lachen (see figure
5), almost at the head of the Lake of Zürich. This word
means 'Laugh' in German, but is probably derived from
'Laken' old German for 'Lake'.
Figure 5

Figure 4

 On Sunday the 3rd of June 1956 3rd-class railway travel was abolished all over Europe (?). This
meant that 1st-class disappeared and the other two were up-rated. Many years ago I found that I
could walk into an old parked coach standing in the station of Les Diablerets, at the end of the line
from Aigle, via La Sepey - a wonderful trip. There were about thirty 3rd-class wooden seats six
2nd-class and only one richly-upholstered armchair, fixed, in the 1st class compartment, i.e. for
the CEO, as we say today.

 Following my disclosure of the new PC DIY stamps I
can now add the labels which can be made the same
way (see figure 6). This one, reduced by 20%, is for a
'B' letter to France costing CHF 1.20. The '75' at the
start of the postcode represents the 'Department', as
also seen on all French motor car registration plates, at
the end.

Figure 6

 For at least 150 years French was the international language of the post. Only a few years ago
was this 'agreement' broken by the use of 'Economy' instead of 'Economique', and 'Priority'
instead of 'Prioritaire' for internal and foreign correspondence by all countries.
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Did You Know?
 August 2004
 Liechtenstein brought out a plain B-post 70c postcard last year with a
curious feature - surrounding the printed-on stamp are perforations,
strange, but stranger still they are not printed-on but are real holes
(figure 1). Does a FL expert know why?

Figure 1

 On the 7th August the SBB/CFF will stop all TPO activity on its routes,
as towards the end only newspapers have been sorted on trains, ready
for early delivery the next day. This is now being handled by a complete reorganization of
newspaper distribution, where destination sorting will be done by the printers. The only two
private TPOs, the MOB and the RhB, will continue to sort and cancel letters as before, but not for
long I guess.

 The largest stamp printing group in the world has now been formed by Walsall (GB) which
includes Courvoisier (CH), and Cartor (F), called International Security Printers (ISP). All are well
known to collectors of Swiss stamps. Walsall was, they say, the first to print self-adhesive stamps
in 1964.

 In 2003 the SP sorted and delivered 2917 mi addressed letters, but 38 mi less than in 2002,
which caused a serious loss of revenue. Inland parcels have remained at about 110 mi, still the
highest in the world, per capita. The 2722 post offices are run by about 45 000 persons. Even
though the number of POs has fallen from 3400 in 2001, Switzerland still has the greatest
coverage in the world. Also of interest are the figures for A and B delivery times. According to an
independent study in 2003 the A-post was delivered the next day at 97.9% (1999 - 96.6) and Bpost 98.2% (98.2) after 2-3 days, depending on location. But 2% late deliveries is 60 000 letters,
as 3 mi are handled on average every day. No country achieves a better result.

 On p36 of the May Newsletter Rolf Rölli thinks that the postmaster in Liestal has used a rather
rare mark. I am sorry to disappoint him. Every PO in Switzerland has at least one such rubber
stamp, and uses it probably every day, to collect missing postage from senders' letters. From
January 2001 the sender, if known, and not the recipient, has to pay the 50c fine. Various types of
'Taxe Perçue' stamps have been shown in the Newsletter.

 At the end of June 2004 the SP brought out two new SwissPostCards. One is the same size as
before, A5, only the layout of the 'stamp'
area is different. Now the primitive
'cancel' has in the top arc
'SwissPostCard', then the correct date,
and in the lower arc 'CH-3030
Bern' see DYK December
2003 and figure 2. In addition
a new A6 card (nearly) is
available, with the selected
picture on the back and more
space for the electronic
message on the front (figure
3). Prices remain the same.
Figure 2

Figure 3

 There are still a few firms which use the black impressions from
business franking machines to cancel machine-applied stamps from
rolls of 10 000. Figure 4 shows one which must have been printed
by some other method, it is too sharp and clear for any sort of rotary
device. I believe a new stamp will be available soon for this type of
franking bulk advertising material (figure 4).
Figure 4
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Did You Know?
 September 2004
 Since the 1st of January 2004 the SwissPostAuto has run the public bus system in the French
town of Dole (Department Jura, where Louis Pasteur was born in 1822). With new buses and
innovative ideas the firm 'CarPostalFrance' is set to expand. Blue, white and yellow are the
colours used.

 FedEx of Memphis, Tennessee, has 643 large aircraft for transporting Express and other parcels
and packets across the globe. I think that must be many more aircraft than BA and Swiss have
altogether. I wonder what percentage of items transported are according to UPU rules? Which
raises the philosophical question; who is winning? The UPU, which has the object of transporting
the mails across the world at lowest cost to the postal administrations, as against the private firms
(FedEx, DAL, UPS, TNT and others) which charge as much as the market will accept.

 Following the creation of the Matterhorn-Gotthard Bahn (MGB) as noted in DYK, September
2003, the SBB/CFF has now combined their only narrow-gauge railway from Luzern to Interlaken
over the Brünig pass, with the Luzern-Stans-Engelberg (LSE) railway (in which they had shares)
to form the new 'Zentralbahn'. This will lead, in time, to fulfilment of the old project of a direct
connection from Montreux to Luzern, which could be called the 'Lakes Express' (six of them). The
BLS has withdrawn their objection to the necessary small-gauge connection from Interlaken to
Zweisimmen, and the Montreux-Oberland Bahn.

 The new auction firm in Luzern used a neat way
of introducing the new staff, and owners, see
figure 1. This shows Beatrice and Rolf Rölli,
seated with their daughter Christina Bamford on
the left, and behind Roland Hächler and Peter
Suter. The first auction by the new team is
planned for the 10-12th of February 2005.

 In the Rapp auction of 10-14 May 2004 one of the most interesting

Figure 1

items is shown in figure 2, which went for CHF 54 000 net. The wonderful clear date of 13th
August 1845 they stated to be one of the earliest
known dates. According to the informative book
'Basler Taube' by Jean-Paul Bach and Felix
Winterstein, 1995, there are only two dates
known which are earlier - 7 Jul 1845 (a letter
found in the Basel Town Archives) and on a cutout 9 Aug 1845. The theoretical first day was 1
July 1845. This book belongs in every
philatelist's library,
148 pages, 20 fullcolour pages, with
Figure 2
detailed captions in
four languages. There is also an introductory text in English.

 Another 'Economat' cancel has been found, by accident, on an
'Inventar 1958' A5 card from Bellinzona Postal District HQ, figure 3.
This confirms the solution given by Rolf Rölli on page 36 of the May
2004 Newsletter. Two cancels were made by Güller and delivered
on 13.11.57, but taken out of service on 15.3.68. Giovanni Balimann
looked on the internet to check the use of the word in Italian; he
found that it is still in use in the Austrian/Italian Tyrol, written in
German as 'Ökonomat', meaning a system or office for the economic
handling of material, especially office supplies or stock control.
Confirmed by our Editor through his research in the Larousse
encyclopaedia. In over 50 years in German-speaking Switzerland I
cannot remember having heard the word.
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Did You Know?
 October 2004
 The new 2005 Zumstein Catalogue celebrates 100 years of serving stamp collectors and
philatelists, with a special present. Included in the price of CHF 22 is a CD-ROM of the catalogue!
Enough to make one rush out and buy a computer!

 The SP will sell the new self-stick 50c 'Zip Fastener' stamp (FD 7.9.04) only in rolls of 2000, or as
singles each in its own little envelope. Previous issues of these stamps to be applied to bulk
advertising mail were sold in rolls of 10 000 or as strips of 11, because they were also available in
sheets 10 stamps wide. The new self-stick ones, printed by Enschede, are not printed in sheets
but in continuous bands, see Focus on Stamps.

 In the August and September 2004 editions of Phila News some numbers are given of stamps
sold: For the Blind, Z.1080, 2.3mi; Water, Z.1081, 2.4mi; Alinghi 90c, Z,1084, 4.6mi; and then the
withdrawn Corbusier 100c, Z,1109, 28mi. This shows the popularity of the self-stick!

 The SVPS has published an updated version of their popular catalogue of the 'K' Publicity
Cancels, but in the form of a CD disc for CHF 40. A milestone in philatelic literature, the first was
the Poststellenchronik by Karl Gebert a few years ago. This new version has all possible lists and
combination possibilities, and you can put in your own lists of cancels held and still wanted, as
well as other things.

 Rolf Rölli sent me a most extraordinary packet, figures 1 & 2. The first is a standard white counter
label giving date and weight, but no price of postage. The second has a dark yellow background
otherwise it looks like a normal parcel label. The text at the top was rather inexplicable 'Valid only
for basic service': However, he had included the instructions
inside; figure 3 shows the French version. It is addressed to 'Small
& Middle-sized firms' and included on the page are nine self-stick
labels (figure 2) which can be used
for parcels up to 30kg, for free basic
service Priority post. No other
Figure 1
service such as Fragile, Registered,
Foreign, COD, or Express can be given. This is the sort of thing that
isn’t published anywhere that’s available to collectors, so we are all
Figure 2
grateful to Rolf for
this news.
Figure 3

 Following a short article by me in the BBZ a reader sent me one of those rare covers (see the
May DYK) which could be sent free on 7.4.04, maximum of five per person. This one in French,
Italian still not seen, figure 4. To add to this most curious episode, and unsuccessful, I have been
shown the rubber stamp
sent to all 3000 POs, for the
same service, undated,
figure 5.
Figure 4

Figure 5

 Here are three recent cancels: figure 6 to celebrate 50 issues of Phila News issued with
everything in D, F & I; figure 7 for the celebration in Luzern for 150 years of Strubel stamps, the
Swiss-German for Helvetia's unkempt hair; figure 8 for the planned opening of the high-speed
section of the upgraded line from Zürich to Bern for speeds over 200km/h. Control will be via GPS
when the German firm sorts the
electronics. Just under 60 minutes
Zürich – Bern & Bern – Zürich, so 80%
of trains running in Switzerland will
have new timetables.

Figures 6, 7, & 8
Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 10

Did You Know?
 November 2004
 In the euphoria of Zumstein's centenary I read more into their advertising text than I should have,
namely the CD-ROM mentioned is only an introduction. The full contents cost CHF 95 but 30%
discount is given in exchange for your old one. A feature is that you can insert your own pictures.

 The SP, following UK and German practice, has introduced ‘Frankieren Post’, whereby they
cancel large quantities of business mail with their Pitney Bowes 'Paragon' high-speed machines,
in blue, figure 1. There are 14 such Service Centres, as shown on the map in the November 2003
Newsletter. The number below the cross, '50' in figure 1, stands for '5000', the postal district
number (PLZ) for Aarau. All the others will be coded in
the same way. A text in French Service
d'affranchisement Poste will be used in Genève (12),
Lausanne (10), Fribourg (17) and Sion (19); Italian in
Bellinzona (65), and the rest in German. This service is
only available to those who have a long-term contract
with SP.
Figure 1

 I’ve been sorting my small collection of the eleven 'Tourism' postcards issued by the SP during
the last five years. Together with the descriptions in Focus on Stamps they give an interesting and
fascinating coverage of touristic high points.
As the series has now finished, as
mentioned in the 1/2004 issue of 'Focus', I
considered what is missing? Lago
Maggiore, with Locarno and Ascona and
others is surely important, and to complete
the pair, the Walensee. Would the total of
13 have been considered unlucky? Instead
of sterile FD cancels it would have been
better to have used appropriate 'K' cancels.
Figures 2 & 3 show a card and suitable
cancel for the Castle of Oberhofen on the
Lake of Thun.

 The number of non-philatelic tourists who
stumble on these attractive cards will be
low. At a cost of CHF 1.50 initially, and
reduced to 1.40 in 2004, they were a good
buy, as with the impressed Tax Perçue they were valid for postage up to CHF 1.80 to the USA,
for instance (2.80 for a normal ppc & postage). This is perhaps the reason why the Taxe Perçue
is no longer used on the official postcards.

 Those of you who are interested in palimpsest research will be excited by a CHF 2.50 stamp to be
issued by Liechtenstein on the 22.11.2004, together with an illuminating maximum card. This
strange topic is exactly defined in the OED (something new for me too).

 The Swiss Post International (SPI) is expanding to more and more countries. Although the UK
was one of the first I have only recently seen the new impression used on mail collected in bulk in
the UK and then delivered in Switzerland, figure 4.
None of this is according to UPU rules, but
apparently cheaper.

Figure 4

 The 'Strubel-Handbook 2005' can now be subscribed to, until the end of Dec.04. The price is CHF
260, and if ordered before this date will include the 150-page Price list, which in 2005 will cost an
additional CHF 75. The main book has all the illustrations in colour, over 500 pages, and a mass
of detail, in German.
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Did You Know?
 December 2004
 Ian Gilchrist sent me the curious item, UPU Réponse, see figure 1. This is mentioned in the
September 2002 Ganzsachensammler. The Lausanne firm of Krieg, Pascal & Cie made a direct
application to the UPU Congress held in Rome in 1906 to support their idea of how a Reply Paid
letter exchange could be organized internationally. It was very complicated and the accompanying
instructions
incomprehensible, and not
made with the support of the
Swiss delegation. However,
some of the proposed (and
rejected) documents, have
come into private hands,
and are considered by some
to be genuine forerunners of
the easily understood
'International Reply Coupon'
system introduced by the
same UPU Congress in
Rome in 1906, and issued in
1907.

Figure 1

 For some reason the SP supported the Last Day of Summer trip (1.11.04)
made by an old tram and the special postal trailer made more than a
century ago for moving the post on the old tramline from Schlieren to
Figure 2
Weiningen. About 900 letters and cards were placed in the old green letter box
on the little wagon, marked with a rubber stamp, figure 2, by one of the Tram Museum staff. They
were then handed over to the PO for stamping at the Economy level for the whole world, and
cancelling them with the cds of '8021 Zürich-Sihlpost’.

 On 23.10.04 the SBB/CFF had an Open Day at several places, but mainly in Olten, to show much
of their rolling stock, locomotives etc. to celebrate the opening on 12.12.04 of the new high-speed
track from Mattstetten to Rothrist for speeds of 160 km/h. This is the limit
for visual signal reading of the signals by the driver. As soon as Siemens
get their GPS electronic system sorted out, a year late now, the train
speed can be raised to
200 km/h. A small but
very busy special PO
did a great trade in
covers, stamps and
Figure 3
cancels (if you could
find it). Figure 4 shows the special
cancellation and the design on the special
cover, both by W Frei, a member of the Swiss
Railway Philatelists.
Figure 4

 The last day of the final two TPOs will be Friday 10.12.04, Brig-Bern and Chur-Klosters. Sorting
and cancelling letters while moving was considered the height of efficiency when the service
started on 1.10.1857. Today stationary electromechanical machines as big as locomotives do the
job.

 According to the latest official rumour the electronic home PC 'Webstamp' will finally be
introduced on a large scale in February 2005. The trials should have finished last summer.
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Did You Know?
 January 2005
 The official Phila News monthly, issued by the Philatelic Services in Bern, has ceased publication,
in that it has been absorbed into the Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung (SBZ). It is rumoured that,
following the Austrian example, Focus on Stamps will follow suit. This will be cheaper, but will it
be better for specialists? All three are, separately, suffering from falling sales and rising costs.

 At the Philatelic Counters (only six left) an exact record is being kept of all purchases, per
collector. This will help them decide who is no longer deserving of a free copy of Focus on
Stamps. They have realized that not all collectors have a standing order. Not many are satisfied
with only an annual delivery, either.

 The Swiss railways, SBB/CFF/FFS, made the biggest reorganization ever on 12.12.2004. They
successfully changed 90% of the timetable, and also the platforms in all the main stations. More
trains, better connections, some new routes. For philately the last two manned TPOs were taken
out of service on Friday 10.12.2004. Mail in bulk will be transported between sorting centres only,
the rest goes by van and truck. Figures 1 & 2 show the very
last TPO cancels: the SBB route from Brig to Bern, and the
Rhätische Bahn from Chur to Klosters. On the 1st of October
1857 the first TPO started from Zürich to Brugg and back.
Now we have reached the end of an era.
Figure 1

Figure 2

 I’ve found an up-to-date list of the abbreviations for all the 85 present rail transport systems in
Switzerland, including cross-border traffic. The Editor has copies for all those interested.

 The Austrian Post has done what Swiss Post refused, namely issue a commemorative stamp for
500 years since the birth of the famous Swiss Reformer, Heinrich Bullinger (1504-1575), who
carried out the work initiated by Ulrich Zwingli (10c stamp Z.471, in 1969). A most interesting
article on page 505 of the SBZ 12/2004. This curious incident confirms the present philatelic
policy of ignoring most historical and cultural subjects. It seems only the Pro Patria Committee
carries the flag today.

 The Swiss Post is at present promoting the writing of personal letters, not a bad idea. For this 16
POs in January will use a new slogan in their cancelling machines and in February another 16.
Figures 3 & 4 show the French and Romansch Grischun texts. There are ten places which use
the German text, four the French (figure 3), the Italian one, and the Romansch Grischun one
(figure 4). The latter is the new
constructed written language, which has
not been completely accepted by the
users of the present five dialects.
Figure 3

Figure 4

 Once again new 'Return' labels have appeared, see figure 5
for the more important one. The other is similar, but for
returned items which have incurred costs. Both are selfadhesive, 60 x 37mm, black text on white paper with yellow
flash for the PostMail field. Note only three languages, which is
normal for such texts.

 At the recent Stage III and 'Day of the Stamp' exhibition in
Dietikon (near Zürich) our New York member, Harlan Stone,
received Gold and a special recommendation for his most interesting
display of old Swiss Stamped to Order stationery.
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Did You Know?
 February 2005
 At a recent philatelic exhibition I heard an irate collector complaining at the Philatelic Bureau
stand that the FDCs he had sent in for cancelling had been returned to him, as requested, direct
by post, i.e. not under cover, but they had been coded in red. That was unacceptable so he had
sent in another set, same thing. I could not risk-my neck by explaining to him that if he wanted
'correctly used' then the coding marks were the easiest and cheapest proof, let alone telling him
that if my covers were not coded I would send them back to the MPO concerned, This is no
longer possible with the present code dated system, but it would be churlish to complain about
that. I have been informed by the Philatelic Bureau that the usual practice is for such letters to be
hand sorted.

 Another example of how collectors expect too much: A 'letter to the Editor' in a local newspaper
contained a bitter tirade against the SP in general and specifically that he had been refused a
single stamp to be taken from the Christmas block of five, which are correctly sold only as a unit.

 A new system of ‘Return’ labels was introduced late last year as noted in DYK last month. Now I
have found a third type, in fact a set of three sheets each of 15 labels, with the printing data at the
top right; Formular No (Order No.), date, PM (for PostMail, i.e. Letter Post) see figures 1, 2 & 3.
Type 238.26 is a combination of four previously separate labels; 238.27 indicates that the sender
has some dues to pay, all yellow; 238.28 'Please inform the sender of your correct address', on a
grey background. All the old labels, tonnes of them, had to be thrown away immediately. Do you
remember the old PTT? They would have used them up over 20-odd years but that apparently is
not the way to make a profit with our present 'throw-away culture'.

Figures 1, 2 & 3

 There were even more millions of text messages, SMS, sent over the last festive season than in
2003, but this time there was a dramatic rise in the number of voice and picture, MMS, messages
sent, 70.4 million all together, for New Year only.

 In 1892/3 the Yverdon-Ste.Croix narrow-gauge railway was built by a firm owned by one man,
William Barbey of Valeyres-sous-Rances (SW from Yverdon). His condition was that for 25 years
the train was not to run on Sundays! The Opening Day was Friday the 17th of
November 1893. In Zack (March 2003), the official magazine for young
collectors, a rare ppc 'Souvenir de Ste.Croix' is shown, and the cancellation on
the address side is 18.XI.93, see figure 4. This is probably the earliest known
date of the newly redesigned flexible handstamp by Frederic de Coppet, who
lived near Yverdon.
Figure 4

 Markus Seitz has discovered that the SP will also supply 'Frankieren Post' marks in label form
(see DYK, November 2004). In addition both customer's covers
and the labels can be supplied without the date, as this is not
required for a 'PP' item; figure 5 shows an example of the new
label, without the date.
Figure 5

 The SP PC DIY 'Webstamp' is about to be launched at
last to all, as the trial period with about 100 potential
customers had to be extended by about 6 months. See
figure 6 for a genuine stampless cover I have just
received.
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Did You Know?
 March 2005
 The 100th issue of Postgeschichte, published by Hans Schwarzenbach during the last 25 years,
has appeared as a special number written entirely by Urs Herman, on the variations of the regular
postal rates during the 'Strubel’ period 1854 to 1863. 132 pages packed with information and
many illustrations, in German. The author is also the chief co-ordinator for the long-awaited
standard work on the stamps of this period.

 On 15.2.2005 the Swiss Post finally got round to moving into the definitive era of PC homemade
stamps after a prolonged trial period. Marcus Seitz can supply letter and parcel labels, and
correctly used covers to Swiss and foreign addresses. Another step towards a stampless postal
system, a sad reality.

 Another curious stamp will be issued on the 08.03.2005 but more interesting than the previous
Ding-Dong example - the Matterhorn upside down.

 The latest really innovative idea from the Philatelic Bureau namely the MMS designed stamp
(Multimedia Messaging System, mobile phone with speech, text and picture) could become a
great success among the young. Take your own photo, or design your own stamp and send it
immediately, with a prize lottery every week too. All entries received can be seen on www.mmsstamp.ch, and the public will choose the best 100 by the end of March. From these a qualified jury
will select the four to be printed, and issued on the 6th of September.

 The appeal for Hotel non-postal marks made in the February issue has produced no less than
eight useful items from Colin Griffiths, in particular
the new find of Luzernerhof adjacent to and owned
by the Schweizerhof. Figure 1 shows a slightly
retouched copy of the original, in blue, and note no
hatching lines: Now who among our members and
readers will find the next one?
Figure 1

 On 22.11.2004 Liechtenstein issued three stamps with religious
themes, on lace or so it seems. By the very clever use of the most
complicated perforating machine ever, the effect of lace is beautifully
represented. Note the special perfs for the new style of stamp
separation in figure 2.

Figure 2

 I recently visited the Museum for Communication in Bern to see the show of entries, or some of
them, for the PTT competitions of 1901, 1932 and 1995. The Stamp Department wanted to know
what artists and lay designers thought new definitives should portray. As the Mother Helvetia and
the Swiss Cross were in need of suitable replacements what
image should represent Switzerland both nationally and
internationally? The first designs issued in 1907 produced a howl
of disgust in newspapers and elsewhere, and this in turn resulted
in the Tell and Tell Boy, which were acceptable. The 1932
competition resulted in a
general turn to landscapes.
The 1995 children's
Figure 3
competition gave us the four
stamps Z.905-8. A very good exhibition with lots to study. It
remains open until 25.09.2005. Some of the 1901 and 1932
designs are shown in figures 3 & 4.

 The REMA project (three super MLOs and six sub-centres for

Figure 4

letter coding and sorting) has really started on the 10th of February. This was the official stone
laying for the first step of installing the first new MLO machinery in the renovated 'Mülligen'
building in Zürich-Schlieren (called the 'Aircraft Carrier', being the biggest PTT building
anywhere), which for 20 years was the most modern parcel sorting centre in Switzerland. (See
the Newsletter, November 2003).
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Did You Know?
 April 2005
 Swiss Post has decided on the suppliers for their futuristic REMA project, as follows:
1) code/sort equipment for the three main plants and the six sub-centres by Siemens for 310 mi
CHF (they have delivered equipment since 1964 under such names as Telefunken, AEG,
Electrocom, all in Constance), 2) transport systems for the letters by Gilgen Logistics, Ct. Bern, 3)
flat sorters by NEC Japan, and 4) new-style plastic boxes, 2.4 mi, to replace the old containers
and bags by a firm in Aargau. Total about 400 mi CHF, according to WTO rules, all to run in 2008.
Stamps will still be accepted, I believe.

 The smallest Swiss coin in circulation, the 'golden' 5 centime, costs more than 5c to make, and
was doomed for removal years ago, then the 'B' letter rate was raised from 70 to 85c (instead of
80, to encourage more use of the 1 CHF 'A' rate). In spite of recent remarks by the President of
the Swiss National Bank, I do not think that the 5c coin can be dropped until the 85c letter rate is
changed. Otherwise what happens when you want a single 85c stamp? I can't remember what
happened when the PTT last issued stamps for which there was no matching coin, namely in the
December of 1927; check Z.169 and Z.171.

 When alternative voting by post was allowed in Switzerland a special posting system was
introduced a few years ago, figure 1, The 'PP' indicated
that the sender had paid the bulk rate, and that the
answer would be paid by the recipient, both at 'B' rates,
but I am sure that late replies will receive 'A' treatment.
Thereby the exact total cost can be determined, and
note that no postage stamps are involved. I wonder
how many last-minute voters pay for 'Express' letters.

Figure 1
Figures 2 & 3

 Who will recognize that the stamps shown in figures 2 & 3 are Swiss? The miniature sheet, of
which they are part, is not on sale at POs (only at Philatelic Counters, or orders by internet or
post). This is not the first time, so I think that this should be 'black-marked' in the catalogues,
surely every stamp should be easily available to all. Does this old-fashioned rule still apply when
postage stamps are no longer needed by the postal organisations?

 Figures 4 & 5 show the two previous stamps
issued for the annual Geneva International
Automobile Exhibition in 1955 and 1980.
Both are recognizably Swiss, which hardly
applies to those of 2005.

 Some years ago I managed to persuade the

Figures 4 & 5

then President of the VSPhV that a black & white copy of all top Swiss-oriented exhibits in
National and International Exhibitions should be made and sent to the PTT Library for future
reference and study. This was rejected by the Board, for unknown reasons. Can you imagine the
loss of philatelic knowledge which has occurred in the last decades by the inevitable deaths of so
many specialists? (Also our Society members and their special knowledge, Ed.).

 An example of what could be saved is the prize-winning collection of Roger Heath of Hawaii, eight
frames of 16 sheets each, on the de Coppet 'Razor Blades'. His sheets contain much carefully
laid out information and a wealth of extraordinary covers and cards, from rare places to seldomseen addresses. You can download his 128 sheets, in colour, via
http://www.ilhawaii.net/~rheath/razorexhibit2007/frame1.html (repeat for all eight frames).
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Did You Know?
 May 2005
 Giovanni Balimann found an earlier date for the first 'Hammer Canceller' than
that given in the June 2004 Newsletter, in fact more than 9 weeks earlier, see
figure 1. Apropos of 'Hammers'; the second canceller obtained, i.e. with stars,
is on show in the newly laid out Museum for Communication in Bern, and is
about 30 cm long.

 In April 1982 a small firm started up with a new issue service for all types of
Figure 1
Swiss cancellations, and I have just received their Catalogue 'Flash' No.117.
They are not the cheapest, but they have considerable stocks of interesting cancellations,
especially for thematic collectors. Write to: Ful-Philatélique, Case postale 144, CH-2074 Marin, at
the head of Lake Neuchâtel. Note that they have stocks of cards with early machine cancels.

 The SP has again made a profit in all branches, in fact for 2004 it was 837 mi CHF, compared
with 366 mi CHF in 2003. The rise in the letter rates at the beginning of 2004 and a drop in
personnel greatly helped to balance gains made with e-mail.

 Another statistic has also been revealed, that 13% fewer postmen were bitten by unfriendly dogs.
Why is this? Fewer letters and parcels, more agile postmen, or the dogs' owners are less
dissatisfied with the postal services and so keep their dogs under better control.

 In the latest issue of 'Focus on Stamps', at least in Switzerland, a glossy sales brochure of the UK
firm of 'Hallmark' was included, with a letter of recommendation from the Philatelic Bureau. You
are offered wonderful replicas of Swiss stamps and banknotes in silver or gold. My
recommendation - in the 'wpb'. You have been warned.

 There are many devices advertisers use on their 'PP' offers and
requests, as have been shown a number of times. Occasionally
one turns up which is interesting, such as that shown in figure 2
from Rapp Auctions in Wil. Nice idea, in full colour.

 When reading the fascinating articles by Dennis Cairns, I
sometimes think that when the Swiss Air Force was formed in
1914 (as part of the Army), entry for pilots was quite simplea privately acquired pilot's licence, and one's own aeroplane, and
probably it would be helpful if you could do all the repairs yourself!

Figure 2

 Charles LaBlonde has been awarded one of the three prizes given by the 'Foundation for
Furthering Philately' in 2004 for his study of the 'World War II Mail from Switzerland to GB,
Canada and the USA'. Congratulations.

 I picked up a curious letter the other day, from
Bremen Germany, via UK, to Switzerland, see figure 3
for the well-worn mark, in red. There seems to always
be a cheaper way, if you do not follow the UPU rules.
Figure 1

 The SP have just announced a BIG Swiss stamp, to be issued on the 10th of May, approximately
50 x 40 mm, for CHF 1, to celebrate the opening of the new Paul Klee Centre in Bern on
20.06.2005. See also the 40c stamp of 1979, Z.627, issued to commemorate his birth centenary.
Although born in Switzerland he grew up in Munich, but left in 1933 to return to Bern.

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 5

Did You Know?
 June 2005
 The matrix code is creeping across all forms of correspondence. The two new postcards, A & B,
which were only issued last year have been replaced by the pair shown in figures 1 & 2, with the
new matrix code top right. Note that the address is to be written vertically at the left, as discussed
in the February 2004 Newsletter. Again something new is the standard EAN code at the top left,
as used in most shops and supermarkets, with the initial '76' indicating Switzerland (UK is 50, as
on stamp booklets).

 On 21.04.2005 the SP issued a press release on the internet about their new YMAGO project,
designed to replace the closed POs in small villages by working with local grocery shops. For
philatelists the interesting part is the label used in these DIY installations. Figure 3 shows the selfstick label, 70 x 40mm, with a yellow bar on the right edge. The barcode allows payment to be
made at the checkout as any other item. All letters and parcels for inland and foreign (to 2kg), A,
B and recorded (hand-written receipt), as well as Giro in-payments, using a postal debit card.
There are six places in the first one-year trial: Remetschwil AG 21.4.05, Oberbalm BE 9.5.05,
Thun Lerchenfeld BE 25.5.05, Wagen SG 2.6.05, Bellinzona Carasso TI 23.6.05, and Dinhard ZH
July 05. These labels are not stamps but will receive catalogue status I guess. The items are
collected about 17.30 each day and taken to the 'mother' PO in Baden for cancelling and sorting.
Only on the Recorded Delivery (LSI) label is the place of purchase mentioned - Figure 4
Remetschwil AG.

Figure 2
Figure 1
Figure 3

Figure 4
Figure 5

 When the LSI system for recorded delivery was introduced in January 2001, letters to foreign
countries had a separate label with an 'R' added at the right. I have read in an advertising
brochure that a new system will be introduced in July, similar to that being used before 2001. This
system is part of the world-wide UPU 'Trace and Track' organization, and I guess Switzerland has
been persuaded to rejoin the 'club'. The label shown in figure 5 is an example, but may not be the
final size.

 The Italian Fit-Italia monthly published a ten-page well-illustrated article in English on the story of
the SPI Holiday Postcard Labels, with the expert help of Charles LaBlonde.
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Did You Know?
 July 2005
 Without any warning the semi-public PO in the Swiss Parliament '3003
Bern 3 Bundeshaus' was closed on 23.12.04 (figure 1). This is typical of
the attitude which aims to train philatelists to buy only the wonderful
souvenirs supplied by the Philatelic Bureau and to be interested in nothing
else, as everywhere in the world it seems. The attractive K cancel No.
1279 is also abolished.

Figure 1

 If you are interested in the Zumstein-Pen catalogue there is a free 12-year update, without
illustrations, to be down-loaded at the website www.svps.ch a copy can be made for the Society
Library by someone with access to the web?

 On 15.95.2005 the Webstamp,
i.e. for PC addressed and
stamped letters, was definitely
introduced, however, ,the FDC
produced by the Philatelic
Bureau in Bern took about two
months to be produced, in three
versions - A, B & LSI, the latter
in Figure 2.

 Figure 3 shows a stick-on label
with text in red and was used by
the SPI in the UK on a large
envelope from a Chichester
bookseller to a Bern customer.
The cover has printed on it the
name of the Dutch firm which

Figure 2

seems to have
been the previous
postal firm - until
the SPI UK won
the contract.
Figure 3
Figure 4

 Seldom does one find a PP impression which is really different. Figure 4 was used by an
insurance firm for a brochure on their accident coverage, where it is usual for a sketch of the
situation to be made on the forms provided - a nice touch.

 The first day for the 'new' 5fr stamp was the 15th of May 2005, without FDC facilities, but plain
stamped covers could be obtained. The original Berlin printing is slightly more yellowish than the
new Enschede version which looks bluer. It will be very difficult to tell them apart in a few years.
Stock up with a sheet of each, they say! This sort of trouble is inevitable with so many different
printers and paper makers.

 The SP delivers only 'A' letters on a Saturday, excluding those for 'Recorded Delivery' (LSI =
Lettre Signature). The 'Registered' service was abolished on the 1st of January 2001, and since
then there has been no compensation for lost letters, except for a refund of the postage. All LSI
letters are code sorted together with the normal post.

 A warning has been made that practically all cash payment receipt slips are printed on 'thermopaper', which is liable to fade quite quickly. This applies also to the PO receipts. The advice is that
if it is important, make a photocopy.
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Did You Know?
 August 2005
 The sixth stamp chosen by the public for the annual 'Day of the Stamp' celebrations in December
has been announced for 2005. The subject for this year's theme was the town of Meyrin, lying just
to the west of Geneva city between the airport and the CERN research establishment. It has a
population of 20 000, about half Swiss and the rest from 105 different nationalities, the highest
proportion of any town or village in Switzerland. Further details are given in Focus on Stamps
issue 1 of 2005; figure 2 shown there is the winning entry, predominately blue in colour.

 Figure 1 is something of a rarity, the 8th of May 2005 was a Sunday and the village PO was
closed, but a local exhibition 'The Postal History of Neftenbach' was being held on that day in the
Museum shown on the K-cancel.
This small village just outside
Winterthur became famous when a
Pro Patria 40c stamp (Z.157) was
issued in 1972 showing a pierced
brass disc, 7.5 cm diam. which had
been found in a 7th C AD grave of a
female. This was sufficient to
deserve a Special Cancellation
status for a humble K-cancel.
Figure 1
Figure 1 shows the cancel and
figure 2 is taken from a card that was produced to advertise the
event - but compare the two cancels!
Figure 2

 In an old drawer I found a pack of ten labels (four used) as one used to use years ago for parcels
and other items tied on with the string attached. From the attractive prices given on the back
cover shown in figure 3 I
have managed to work out
that the packet of labels
was sold between 1.11.67
and 1.1.73 when much was
reorganized (which is
another, and longer, story).
Figure 3

 I have it in writing from the
Philatelic Bureau in Bern:
Ymago stamps, or labels,
are not considered to be of
interest to philatelists, they are advised to try stamp dealers. Do you remember the last time they
said that? When on 9.8.76 the first ATMs, or Frama’s as they came to be called all over the world,
did appeal to philatelists. And there have been some other cases as well. Anyway I am glad to
have received from a friend an Ymago label from Bellinzona Carasso, when the automatic PO
opened on the 23.6.2005, see figure 4. Although there is no post office with this name the Pro
Patria 85c stamp, issued on the 10th of May 2005, shows the renovated Abbey of Carossa (see
Focus on Stamps 2/2005).

Figure 4
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Did You Know?
 September 2005
 The Swiss Federal Council will soon confirm their decision to 'liberalize' the letter post, down to
100g on the 1st of January 2006, which is only 11 per cent of all letters. Parcels have survived
this since January 2004. Note that the various proponents, in their proposals, seldom define
which areas they mean, collection, sorting, or distribution. Deals with parts of existing Post Office
organizations are apparently common.

 Giovanni Balimann said at a meeting of the SVPS recently that the new edition of the Machine
Slogan Catalogue is virtually ready, but for the prices. From the detailed analysis of the PTT
records, to estimate the comparative number of impressions made per slogan, per place, per
period, per crown, he has found many discrepancies in the previous pricing system, which has
given unrealistic price relationships. After months of work and discussions a formula has been
established to give a more accurate estimate of the effective rarity of all slogan/crown
combinations. An exceptional work.

 Dick Hall does a great job in Tell the journal of the AHPS, of listing all closed POs, and the Kcancels which then disappear, taken from the official Phila News (now published in the SBZ).
However, the need for a new list is becoming urgent, i.e. of the POs closed without notification.
On page 55 of the July Newsletter the closure of Bern 3 and its K-cancel was mentioned. Then,
before the Ymago label was introduced on the 21st of April (page 47 of the June Newsletter) the
PO of 5453 Remetschwil was closed. Other small POs disappear overnight. I don’t think the SP
want to keep this information secret; they just do not feel that it is necessary to have an
organization which co-ordinates, and publishes, such details, without fail. Pity.

 Martin Robinson, well-known author and specialist on British Letter Boxes, has recently visited
Basel to view and study the six facsimile 'Berri' letter boxes still in normal use, five in various parts
of Basel City, and one in Riehen, also BS (Basel-Stadt Canton). The dove motif on the Basel
Dove stamp was first used by Berri on the 12 original letter boxes, as shown on the 1979 Europa
40c stamp Z630. These bronze letter boxes were part of the new system, copied from Rowland
Hill, whereby a letter posted in the box, franked with a 2½ Rp. stamp, was accepted for the halfprice rate. Details of this, and much more, is to be found in an excellent book, the Basler Taube
by Bach and Winterstein.

 I like flags, but I cannot get very excited about the two new ATMs, or Frama’s, as shown on page
22 of Focus on Stamps issue 3/2005, first day 6.9.05. The difference is not clear. The old cross,
picture 2 in the article, usually called the 'Five-Squares Cross', was superseded in 1889 by a
cross with long arms, by one sixth of the breadth. But, the relationship to the square red field was,
strangely, not defined at all. This means that today one sees quite a range of proportions, from
wide to narrow strips between the arms of the cross and the borders of the red flag. During WW II
the Swiss ships bringing food never went in an Atlantic convoy and none were ever sunk, but in
addition to other features they were required to drop the square flag and use the international
rectangle. This was promulgated on the 9th of April 1941, with ratio 2:3. Why the date 1953 is
given in the article is curious. Here the width of the strip between cross and border is defined as
the width of the arms, 'b' in the drawing in picture 3. This is used today, for square flags as well.

 I know there is a contract, or treaty, between the UNO and the Swiss PO, but it irks me to see yet
another issue, UPU on 06.09.2005, which cannot be used, and won't be used by the UPU either
as they use meters. Only for 'collectors'.

 In my note in DYK of the July Newsletter about the reprint of the 5fr stamp I can report that there
is another indication: all stamp sheets printed from May 2005 have the 'EAN' barcode in the lower
left corner of the selvedge, which makes the corner block interesting. This also helps to identify
the reprint of the original Courvoisier printing in 2003 of the medium value 'Medicinal Plants' by
Cartor this year, see p 31 of Focus on Stamps 3/2005. The chances are high that future reprints
will also introduce slight differences - keep your eyes open.
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Did You Know?
 October 2005
 After the worst floods ever, extending from Fribourg to Graubünden, practically everything is now
back to normal, except the Zentralbahn (Brünigbahn) with 21 sites to repair, including two bridges
and the line to Engelberg. After the road and railway had been washed away, and the power and
telephone had also failed, 1500 stranded tourists had to be flown out by military helicopter; a
temporary road has now opened. The total loss to the economy is above a billion SFr, with the
tourist hotels the worst hit. A few days after the disastrous flooding of the Gotthard region in 1987
a special stamp was issued, Z.66, 50c + 50c, to help the victims; today such a rapid response
would not be possible with no 'in-house' printing works.

 The Federal Council has decided that from 1st April 2006 the Swiss Post letter monopoly will be
reduced from 1000g to 100g. At the moment there will be no change in postal rates, and it is not
likely that soon six postmen will be ringing the doorbell, every day.

 In the January 2004 DYK, I promised to explain some peculiar differences in the latest PJ stamps
of 2003. If I had done so you would understand why in the 2006 Zumstein catalogue they give
prices for A and B versions of the 2003 and 2004 stamps. Sorry, will try to catch up with this
difficult explanation soon.

 A curious sales 'system' for the incomprehensible pair of self-stick stamps (by Cartor 06.09.2005)
for additive and subtractive colour representation has appeared. At Philatelic Counters singles of
both values are obtainable, 1fr and 50c, each on its own backing label (51 x 44mm), and for each
value in sheets of ten. However, at ordinary POs only the 1fr value is on sale and only in sheets of
ten. If you order from the Philatelic Bureau in Bern they will supply the singles, but only have A4
sheets of 20. I discussed this at the Philatelic Counter in Zürich and it turned out that the sheet of
ten that I had bought at the local PO is narrower than that of the Philatelic Counter. I was shown
why; they get their supplies in sheets of 20, which they tear along the rouletted middle line into
two sheets of 10 (148mm wide). The PO sheets of 10 (144mm) are trimmed at the printers and
are therefore narrower. But not enough; I removed one stamp from the sheet and tried to replace
it with one of the singles - it does not fit at the corners! The pitch of the teeth is the same, namely
12.5. Then I checked the FDC and could see immediately that the stamps used were singles,
clearly not from a sheet - is this of philatelic interest, today?

 The Zimbra 05 in Horgen, on the shores of the Lake of Zürich, was a successful Grade II
Exhibition with many outstanding exhibits, running for 3 days from 2-4 of September. The AHPS
was well represented; Gold going to Ralph Soderberg, Prize of Honour (EP) 2; John Steinberg
(Suchard) and Harlan Stone EP7. In the Swiss Champion contest the five Americans came a
disappointing second in spite of an exceptional exhibit by newcomer Heinrich Heizinger with his
classic 1850-54 collection which was clearly of Gold rating. Also the astonishing collection of
'Perforated Cross' by Ralph Soderberg deserved Gold.

 At the above show Reinhard Stutz showed me the correction copy of his new book 'Swiss TPO
Cancellations - Vol. 1', A5 spiral-bound, where he has chosen a new approach, via the basic
organization of the travelling POs, whereby he can explain all the different numbering systems
used. All in German profusely illustrated.

 It’s becoming a problem to give names to the new postal marks, including stamp substitutes
which are being regularly created by an innovative Swiss Post, which will link to well-known
categories. The Ymago labels being a case in point, do they fall in to a general 'Computergenerated ' group?
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Did You Know?
 November 2005
 I suspect that many members know there is a British red pillar box functioning in a prominent
position in Luzern, presented by Bournemouth in 1991. Now I have found another, in Weimar (ex
GDR), during a short visit; it is a red wall-mounted E II R box, presented in 1999 by Stratfordupon-Avon, perhaps in recognition that the only statue of William Shakespeare on the continent is
in Weimar. However, I was told that it is the only letter box, other than that at the HPO, in a city of
65,000 people. That is how the German PO saves money, and not only in Weimar.

 The matrix code block is sweeping across all mail at a great
rate. Figure 1 for letters and figure 2 for parcels show the
latest Recorded Delivery self-stick counter-produced labels,
introduced in October at all larger PO’s. Note at the beginning
of the item number '98' is for letters and '99' for parcels, and
is followed by the postcode.
The standard of printing is
remarkably high, and needs
to be for the automatic
reading and sorting
machines.
Figure 1

Figure 2

 In the latest issue of the Ganzsachensammler of September 2005 among several interesting
articles, the Editor, Ingo Debrunner, has presented a really exotic subject: ‘Receipts of the
Cantonal Posts from 1804 to 1849' in alphabetical order starting with Aargau. If you have any of
these please contact him at: ingo.silvia@datacomm.ch - he speaks English well

 The SP does mobilise its power on occasion, for instance with the immediate distribution of the
latest Harry Potter books. On the 30th of September, Friday to Saturday, about 2000 postal
volunteers personally delivered 7000 copies of the German version of Volume 6, just after
midnight. A further 25 000 were delivered by normal mail on the Saturday morning.

 Figure 3 shows a curious
philatelic document of
one of the latest Ymago
self-service postal
facilities to be open, in a
railway station on a
Sunday. The upper part
shows a self-stick IFS
label in blue of the Monte
Generoso Railway,
naturally open on a
Sunday, and lower left
the Ymago label for 85c,
cancelled at the
Bellinzona HPO before
21.00 that day. Figure 4
Figure 3
show the receipt proving
that 35c was refunded, for an A post letter at 1 Sfr. It shows what a little
imagination can produce, legally!
Figure 4

 The SP has at last revealed where the remaining five sub-offices of the new
Postal Centres (REMA) will be located: for Luzern in Kriens, for Bern in Ostermundigen, for
Bellinzona in Cadenazzo. However, in both Geneva 2 and Basel 2 their facilities will be just
downgraded.
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Did You Know?
 December 2005
 I’ve heard there are postmasters who find out when a popular stamp is nearly sold out that they
cannot order further supplies from Bern, so to help the image of the SP they, as a private
collector, order a number of sheets direct from the Philatelic Bureau and sell them over the
counter at the normal price. Strictly forbidden. One would think that additional orders would be a
good indicator of the public acceptance of a particular stamp in a particular area.

 In Horgen at the recent Zimbra Exhibition a group of five from the USA got a Bronze for their entry
in the Swiss Champions Class, four of the disappointed contestants are shown in figure 1 (SBZ
11/05). From 1 to r; Ralph Soderberg, Heinrich Heissinger (a newcomer, with a fantastic Helvetia
exhibit), Harlan Stone, Charles LaBlonde (Michael Peter was the fifth). Harlan has just won the
contest from among the 12 Champions
of the 12 biggest Exhibitions of the
American Philatelic Society in 2005,
and that with a Standing Helvetia
exhibit. That put Switzerland on the
map; congratulations to them.

Figure 1

 For those looking for pre-'de Coppet' non-postal date marks (see p13 of the
Newsletter in February this year) I have come across a new example in the
Güller Record Book, Vol. 1, dated 25 Aout 82, see figure 2, with dimensions
remarkably familiar, but 7 years earlier. I think the Union Vaudoise was an
insurance company in Lausanne, home of Frederic de Coppet.

Figure 2

What will be the next part of the puzzle to be found?

 In Sindelfingen, one of the largest German philatelic exhibitions, Swiss
exhibitors have won more prizes in the mainly Postal History Class.
Together with many Swiss visitors the SP had a philatelic stand with a
special non-postal cancellation, see figure 3, for this souvenir for 2.40 euro.
Figure 3

 Austria, after years of trials; has produced the world's second textile
postage stamp, following the Swiss NABA 2000 in St. Gallen
stamp for CHF 5, with an attractive green stamp for 3.75
euro, shown in figure 4, together with the FD cancellation,
both having an Edelweiss as motif.

Figure 4

 The first train to cross an international frontier came from Strasburg to Basel on the 15th of June
1844 and on the 13th of April 1846 the first cross-border mail bag on the same line. This and a
great deal of other information is to be found in the new TPO 'Bible' just published by Reinhard
Stutz (CPhH) of Winterthur. He has produced a remarkable book by digging deep into many
archives and has accumulated a mass of new information. He has looked at his material from a
new angle by using official contracts, other historical documents, detailed timetables, PO circulars
and other items. This soft-bound book, A5, 300 pages, in German only, is profusely illustrated,
with many maps, covers and documents in colour. Volume 1 is now on sale at CHF 120.

 The troublesome problem of the numbered TPO cancels is treated in detail over some 70 pages,
but is still a complex subject. By treating all cross-border mail thoroughly he has added a
dimension to Swiss philately which is usually ignored, but here essential. Volume 2 on the Private
and Mountain Railways, including the stations, will appear in autumn 2006 and Volume 3 on the
Station Cancels (of Vol.1) later the same year.
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Did You Know?
 January 2006
 On the 1st of April 2006 the Swiss Post will have its last monopoly, for letters, reduced to 100g.
This means that all letters of greater weight will automatically be subject to VAT of 7.6% for
everybody. The price controller has refused permission to the SP to raise the postage rates
accordingly. The date is fixed; the rest is subject to discussion, as the SP made a record profit last
year.

 Also from this date the Insured Letters (LSA) will be combined with the Recorded Delivery (LSI)
letters, for the same price of CHF 5 (or 6 if heavier than 500g), but with a reduced repayment on
loss of only CHF 500, instead of the previous maximum of CHF 5000. At present LSA letters cost
CHF 8. For LSI letters there was no compensation on loss.

 The 2005 Day of the Stamp was
celebrated in Meyrin (the suburb
of Geneva with the CERN
physics laboratory and
birthplace of the Internet), on the
4th of December. It is the
commune with the highest
percentage of foreigners in
Switzerland, about 50%. The
cancel used on the special
postcard is shown in figure 1. I
missed the show, too far away and a bit cold.

Figure 1

 Among the never-ending stream of new labels appearing two are shown in figures 2 & 3. Firstly

'99' at the start of the long item number indicates Parcel Post (letters up to 1000g only, the ‘40'
indicates a private sender. In figure 2 'BZ' is for
Brief-Zentrum, and ‘International’ is for foreign
parcels, which have to have a Swiss compatible
coded number, instead of their original number.
The 'PRI' indicates Priority, i.e. A-post (1st class
Figure 2

in GB). This can be a separate label, and could also
be for the 'SI' (= signature required) of figure 3.
Here 'Vinolog' indicates a crate of wine bottles, with
a special packing (none of the 12 were broken!).

 The typical Post Coach warning three-note horn

Figure 3

signal is taken from the Andante to Rossini's 'William Tell' overture and is composed of the notes
C sharp E-A in the key of A major, and not the other way as some wags have suggested.

 This year the yellow Postal Coaches celebrate their centenary. In 1906 their first route was BernDetligen; in 1919 the first mountain-pass over the Simplon. Now there are 100 million passengers
in 2000 coaches travelling over 10,363 km per year (three times the length of the SBB/CFF
network). And they have just won their third foreign contract - the area in France adjacent to
Geneva, but the yellow has been dropped. It was only in 1959 that all Swiss coaches were
painted a uniform yellow.

 Another important centenary is to be celebrated this year; that of the very successful Postal Giro
system, now fully computerised, with six centres, instead of the old system with 25.

 Don't forget you can send international greetings from Switzerland by the electronic
SwissPostCard system; take a look at www.swisspost.com/swisspostcard not difficult, even I can
do it, and it is not expensive.
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Did You Know?
 February 2006
 As a result of increased pilfering from the yellow post boxes the SP had some new boxes
designed, which have been tried out in various places, and now production of 18,000 new boxes
has started. These will replace the 13 different types now in service. One hopes that they will not
follow our neighbour to the north and reduce the number available to the public by say 60-70%
(see DYK, November 2005).

 This year the Day of the Stamp will be celebrated in Olten, and seven suggestions have been
made public so that, for the seventh time, everyone can cast their vote for the best stamp design.
The railways are shown on all, but none show that it was George Stevenson the English
locomotive engineer who laid out the basic Swiss railway system, and he picked Olten to be the
crossing point of the N - S and the E - W axes.

 An important marriage has taken place; the 26-year old Postgeschichte has been joined up with
the Bulletin of the Swiss Postal History Society (SVPG), as the readership is practically the same,
and with rising costs this is an efficient solution. The present Editor of the latter, Jürg Roth, will
take over. Hans Schwarzenbach will then concentrate on his popular auctions.

 On the 31st of January 2005 red franks were prohibited, unless the owner could prove that his
ordered machine with high-tech blue IFS impressions had not yet been delivered. Not all firms are
happy as in future they will have to pay in advance (just as the rest of the world), and with the
majority of the new machines each of the impressions carries a number, from this a competitor
can estimate the volume of his neighbour’s business!

 Figure 1 shows the new FDC cancel for Liechtenstein, one of the strangest I have ever seen, but
attractive.
On this subject figure 2 shows
the Swiss-style IFS as used in
the Principality, which is tied
into the Swiss postal rates
(and monetary) system.
Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3 shows the same logo, as
used in a slogan for machine
cancellations.

Figure 3

Figure 4

 The first PP letter with a simulated stamp and a data-matrix block is shown in figure 4. This is the
new SP standard.

 Once again G Honegger has produced his annual Alt-Schweiz Catalogue for 2006, with a
wonderful selection of 1485 items in full colour, including many covers. Ask for your copy at
info@ghonegger.ch the ten pages in German are full of interesting historical details.
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Did You Know?
 March 2006
 It must have been an ex-guardsman of the Swiss Papal Guard who spotted the error on two of the
four sheetlets and on one of the two maximum cards. Graciously there was an apology in the next
Focus on Stamps, 1/2006; the special painting for the event (by Rudolf Mirer, an ex-guardsman
himself) had been inadvertently 'mirror-imaged'. Note the sword on the wrong side and the tilt of
the beret. Full details in the issues of 4/2005 and 1/2006.

 The SBZ and the Philatelic Bureau cannot agree on a vital question of publicity, the result is the
Phila News will no longer be carried in the SBZ. The useful information on cancellations etc. can
now be obtained by calling every month at one of the six remaining Philatelic Counters, or from
www.post.ch also free!

 One of the highlights of the recent Rölli auction in Luzern was that two FDCs went for what must
be the highest price ever achieved for non-classic FDCs, lots 3488 & 3489. Both were plain
covers addressed to members of the Bundesfeier Committee, each with only one stamp; the 1940
National Fete 20c with redrawn plinth, cancelled 4.4.40. This date had not been announced, and
is the earliest known, of which I believe there are only seven in existence. The catalogue price
was 10,750, lot 3488 was offered at 6000, and achieved 17,000, 3489 started at 10,000 and went
for 20,500. The former was addressed to the Secretary, but the latter was to the President and
20% more. I once visited the original
Memorial to the battle of the Calven in
Chur to check on the actual plinth used
and remember that neither was really
correct. The battle was fought in 1499 just across the border to Austria down the valley from
Mustair.

 In the June 2005 DYK I showed an example of the new R label for foreign letters. Here I could
see that the next self-stick label on the sheet of seven had a peculiar number "158" in the middle,
all the other numbers being the same (sanserif). This system I have seen in another
small PO. Perhaps the quite different style of
number shown in the June DYK is for large
POs? Has anyone seen anything else?

 Some recent machine slogans are shown
below. The old Swiss Postal Museum used to be in the same building in Bern as the Swiss Alpine
Museum, which has recently been extended and rejuvenated. Well worth a visit, and many
models of glaciers showing them as they once were before the rapid melting set in. However, due
to lack of rain the Lake of Constance has never been so low and, as I write, one can walk nearly
the whole way across the Rheinfall. The electricity production is seriously down.

 In the February 2005 Newsletter, Roger Heath, the Razor-Blade expert, reported of a strange de
Coppet-style Hotel publicity cachet as cds in blue. Other finds were mentioned in DYK (March &
December 2005). I’ve made a very careful check through the Güller Record Books, Vol. 1&2, and
found the Hotel Schweizerhof, Luzern, the original one discovered by Roger,
Güller No. 7374 (see illustration). The Grand Hotel, Baden (Suisse), No.
5982 (AW 160/1) as well. It is time I set out a comprehensive list of all these
finds, especially as there are others which seem to have de Coppet-style
decorations similar to these.
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Did You Know?
 April 2006
 The "LSI" is dead; long live the "R". Back we go again. The LSI system was "Recorded Delivery
only" i.e. no compensation on loss (except for the value of the stamp) and because of high
outside insurance against loss the Valeur letters (LAS) had to be dropped, so they have been
combined in the old "Registration", with a maximum of CHF 500 compensation, at the same rate
of 5fr for the standard letters. See the new rates and labels, valid from 1st April 2006.

 One can hardly believe it. Army recruits have been competing to see how many parcels they
could get in one day at the Free Military rate, the winner got 1000 (repeat 1000) in a day, sent to
him free by his 'friends', but with empty PostPac boxes at CHF 2 each. This was in the
newspaper, and my daughter can vouch for it as she knows the family. The boy had to clear up
the unexpected mess before he could go home on leave! The Army has now stepped in and any
soldier is allowed only five parcels and five letters per day.

 The Swiss PO used to have 'Briefpost' (letter post) and 'Paketpost' (parcel post), or even earlier it
was called 'Fahrpost'. Now they have become 'PostMail' and 'PostLogistics'. As the latter is to be
split from the rest as a separate company there is at the moment much union opposition. A further
difficulty is that 'Mail' is now used for 'e-mail'.

 The two railway and three motor-coach stamps issued on the 7th of March 2006 have been well
received by collectors. However, I find the Ibex is most interesting, and the articles in the 1/2006
issue of Focus on Stamps worth reading.

 I’m sure the Ibex is the most common animal shown on Swiss stamps, this is the sixth, and one
from Liechtenstein. See figures 1 to 6 for those previously issued. Note the old form of the
Cantonal Arms of Graubünden in figure 5
and the new style of figure 3. I have read an
additional story about the Ibex and why it
was eradicated from the whole Alpine and
Apennine mountain ranges. It had been
considered to possess extraordinary
medicinal properties, and every bit of it was
used by the local witch-doctors to cure
many ailments during hundreds, if not
thousands, of years, especially for those
demanding aphrodisiacs.
Figures 1-6

 Another clutch of self-stick labels have appeared; figure 7 for a dated "Registered Economy Large
letter" to a European country (Zone 1) showing the 2D Matrix, figure 8 for a privately-printed "LSI"
label (dated 1.12.05 on the letter), figure 9 for a new-style parcel label with prominent number,
figure 10 for a combined "Priority" and "Signature" parcel label. Why the latter was X-rayed
(Geröntgt, in red) I don't know. The size in millimetres is below each label. What have other
members come across?

Figure 8
Figure 7

Figure 9

Figure 10
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Did You Know?
 May 2006
 The B-Post for letters is "under review", in that this service would be restricted to business
customers only. Private customers would have to pay the high "A" rate, always. When the rates
changed on the 1st April the bulk rates for "B" Standard letters only was not given. Still to be
investigated, with the usual "Need to know"
off-putting answers.

 The new "R" (registration) labels have now
appeared, to replace the "LSI" system (see
last month's DYK). If they are the same all
over the country I do not yet know; see figure
1, note the "R Suisse" top right. Self-stick,
computer-produced at the counter, 73 x 43
mm, black text on shiny white paper to which
the postmark ink does not adhere; see the
November 2005 Newsletter for previous
"LSI" of the same type with new 2D matrix.

 Figure 2 shows a removable label, green text

Figure 1

on light green (127 x 74 mm) which was on

Figure 2

one of the recent registered covers I
had sent in to be returned. Note the
printing date "7.91" and old PTT logo.
They were rare then, now unknown to
the modern SP as far as I know, but a
friendly clerk last week used one to
protect my cover from being "Biroed"
with a "Call by date" (Frist bis ...) by the
postman should he try to deliver the
letter with no one at home. However, my
wife was at home and the slip was left
on, in error, as today's postman had no
idea what it meant. History!

 PostLogistics (DYK, April) is now apparently going to include SwissExpress, which had been
separated from the Post some years ago for "higher efficiency". The Unions are, however,
against. We will soon see.

 The new trio of Jungfrau Massif stamps is very attractive, but don't get excited about the FDC with
the 10fr coin, though it will never lose face value; see Focus on Stamps 2/2006 p20-22. Designed
by top graphic artist Bernadette Baltis who is well known for her PJ stamps and other work.

 I was pleased to read some further details on the Kloster Wettingen in the same issue of "Focus".
In 1608 Thomas Coryate (a fervent Protestant) on his walk back to Somerset
(GB) from Venice spent a night across the Limmat looking at "Maria Stella" as it
was then called. The Coat of Arms of Wettingen is shown here, a golden sixpointed star on a red field above silver and blue alternating waves (of the river
Limmat, flowing down from Zürich). Very nice. Note that the miniature sheet is
printed in Beijing.

 The SP is selling special "Private" WebStamp promotion covers (computer-produced at home, if
you can afford them). The ordering method is not very clear to me, at 15 CHF a pair of sets, or
what? Perhaps the Zürich Philatelic Counter will be able to help on the day.
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Did You Know?
 June 2006
 The SP will not be allowed to amalgamate the PostPac, PostExpress and another similar service
in a new separate organization, PostLogistics, outside the parent, as this would not guarantee the
legal 'Public Service'. Now a new solution is proposed, transform the whole SP into a 'plc', with no
reserved limit on letter weight (at present 100g), complete privatisation. Massive reductions of
present Post Offices, and staff, are rumoured.

 The winner of, the Day of the Stamp public competition is shown below, the sweetest. However,
the symbol in the lower right is there, as is still to be seen on Olten
station, commemorating George Stephenson's proposed layout of the
Swiss Railways in the 1850s, with the N-S and E-W axis crossing in
Olten, at zero kilometre for the network.
As railways need a strict time schedule the basis soon became that of
Bern, displacing Zürich Time, as had been used on the isolated run to
Baden and return, way back in 1847. Ultimately the mismatches between,
say, Paris Time and Berlin Time, resulted in CET, Central European Time,
in 1892-93, but later introduced in Switzerland on 1st June 1894.

 Although the longitude of Bern lies within the Greenwich Time Zone, Switzerland always kept with
Italy, Germany and Austria. France was with GB, in the so-called Western European Time Zone
(WET). In 1923, (in an article on the Calais-Kandersteg direct sleeper connection for winter
holiday-makers), the customs check was just before the Swiss border at Delle and here British
and French passengers changed their watches from WET to MET, i.e. to Middle European Time.
Does anyone know when France changed from WET to MET?

 I was too lazy (sorry, otherwise engaged) to find a PO nearby which opened before 7 am, so I
have missed a very special cancel date - 04.05.06-07 or -4.-5.06-7. There is one of these curious
dates which I find useful to remember - -9.-8.76, which was the first day of the Frama ATMs at
four test positions in Switzerland, Zürich 23 A1, Bern 1 A2, Grindelwald A3, Genève 1 A4. Do you
have them all?

 This year there are a number of interesting
centenaries; for Post Buses, for the Simplon Tunnel,
see figures 1 & 2, and for the renovated paddlesteamer 'Schiller'.

Figure 1

Figure 2

I spent a very enjoyable and unique day with a
Scottish enthusiast on the Lake of Lucerne with the
five 'paddlers' there. The largest fleet in the world of
lake paddle-steamers.

 A new edition of the Zumstein-Pen Catalogue of Swiss Special Cancellations should come out in
June. Fully illustrated and up-to-date; the price will be CHF
85, loose-leaf A4, with an introduction in four languages.

 I have received an express packet with the new layout of
address and other items, to me something rare, figure 3.
The cost of the 'Moon' service is CHF17.80 for a packet up
to 2kg, plus 1.50 for recorded delivery (SI), if handed in
before closing time (for the listed places) it will be delivered
before 9am the next day. This one came well before 8am.

Figure 3
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Did You Know?
 July 2006
 The 'Postal Coaches' are to split off from the main SP and become an 'AG', to improve their
chances of getting more long-term contracts from cities and cantons in a more competitive world.
Generally approved, and keeping their 'yellow'. Just in time for their centenary; among many
attractions there is quite a good exhibition running in the Postal Museum in Bern until 3,9.2006.

 I’ve seen a book 'A Century of Swiss Alpine Postal Coaches', in English, printed in Geneva in
1932, starting in about 1832 when stage-coaches became better organized as the cantons took
responsibility for providing a good service. Then the first motor coaches of 1906, where one of the
trial coaches was provided with a special frame at the front - so that horses could easily be
hitched on to complete the journey. Another trial route had to revert to horse-drawn diligences.
But slowly the reliability improved so that in time the snow-covered Alpine Passes could be
conquered. An exciting story. Another book, 'Unser Auto ist gelb' PTT Museum, by Karl Kronig,
1993, in French and German, contains many excellent official photos. Yellow has always been the
colour, taken from the Thurn and Taxis coaches.

 The FDC for the new 2.40fr self-stick stamp, 7.3.2006, has only now been
delivered by the Philatelic Bureau, but the FD cancel shown in figure 1 is
remarkable. It symbolises that in one house all 'Bird watching' activities (in
the widest sense) are combined in the one word 'Sempach', as there all
efforts are co-ordinated, from counting the number of birds in Switzerland to
plotting migratory patterns. A world-known institute for ornithologists.

 The Black Mountain, or Crna Gore, or to you and me ‘Montenegro', has-re-gained

Figure 1

its freedom, not only that the Euro has been the official currency for a number of years, but they
have issued stamps to prove it. Collectors of this country should keep their eyes open for covers
with any of the four cancels shown in figure 2 (90%), as they were made by Güller in 1911, Why
this rather undeveloped country should have ordered such expensive de Coppet flexible
cancellers at that time is a mystery. It took me a long time to find the places on the map, until I
discovered that Podgoritza had been re-named Titograd for a time. Guess why.

Figure 2

 Some new stampless 'marks' have appeared, see figures 3 & 4. Figure 3 is curious as I have
found two covers from the same sender, the Zürich police! Why do they use English?
‘Priority' is used only for foreign letters. 'If undeliverable etc' then why Genève as CC stands for
'Centre Courier' the MLO, and 'PP' is for 50 or more identical letters at the same time, or, from a
recent change, 100 per month. Figure 4 is the first registered PP letter I have seen of the new
system with 'R' and note the date and time, down to the second. That is precision, and I think
privately printed. '98' is for a letter and '40' indicates a bulk customer. This letter came to a PO
Box, and had not been fetched after
the first notice, hence the 'II Avis'
made on 22 May.

Figure 3
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Did You Know?
 August 2006
 On the 12th July 1806 Napoleon gave Liechtenstein its
independence. Figure 1 shows the two lowest values of the set
of four stamps commemorating this event, and the FD cancel of
6.6.06, which was also used for two other issues, i.e. no special
cancellation for the 200th Anniversary. The usual attractive
brochure from Vaduz gives more details.

 Several Members who use the AW (Abstemplungen-Werk: 8
volumes published in 1969/73 by the Union of Swiss Philatelic
Societies) have asked about updates of tables etc., which were
obviously incomplete. The answer is no. Since publication not
one word has been mentioned, neither asking for notification of
Figure 1
new information, nor of issuing any form of update. To me a
very sad situation. Years ago the active SVPS was told that they were to restrict their research
and publication to post-1907 cancellations. Perhaps one day someone will try to catch up.

 Followers of RL aspects of postal history (Rayon Limitrophe = border areas with reduced letter
rates if the POs are within a fixed limit, of say 30km, with the border anywhere in between) will be
interested to know that Hilmar Sturm has written a five-page article on this complex subject in the
latest issue of the German ArGe "Schweiz" (60/2006).

 According to Zack Vol. 2, pages 49 and 157, the "RL" service for letters only, existed from
1.7.1876 until 30.6.1971, and that from 1.10.1907 only for letters of the first weight step. In the
PTT Archive in Bern there are examples of the rare lists which were displayed in every PO on
both sides of the border, giving the names of all the POs to where letters could be sent at the
reduced rate at that time, if any, according to the latest cross-border agreement.

 Recently the SwissPostCard has been given a further attraction, not only can one send one's own
photograph for the main picture, but can also use this for the actual "stamp”, See figure 2 for an
example. I think the
first day was the
20.06.2006, as shown
cancelled in Bern.
Photo was taken in
Figure 2
Switzerland by digital
camera, then sent
electronically from
London to Bern, and
delivered to me the
next day.

 There is a new term to get used to: "WSP", WebStamp Private, introduced on 11.04.2006, and

Figure 3

shown on a separate sheet in Focus on
Stamps. The two examples were not very
exciting, but now many more are appearing,
see figure 3 from another SP publication, and
figure 4 from the Commune in 6675 Cevio
using the local publicity canceller.
Not all such letters received by me have been

cancelled, i.e. no
date; an error?

Figure 4
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Did You Know?
 September 2006
 My contention about picture postcards fading away is confirmed by the statistics from the printers.
In 30 years the number of cards sold has halved (and the price doubled). The most popular card
bought in Zürich today is the view of the 4 main churches and the lake with the faked-in
background of the Eiger, Mönch and Jungfrau, plus the Matterhorn, said to be the 5th most
sought after card in Switzerland.

 The other day in Zürich I saw a foreign tourist using her digital camera to take close-ups of
individual postcards in a stand, which she could then send by MMS immediately to her friends on
the other side of the world, for tuppence.

 I’ve discovered yet another new parcel label used by smaller POs, with the main label separate
from the "stamp". The former is taken from a pre-printed sheet, the later being generated at the
counter. See figure 1 below, and page 87 of the
November 2005 Newsletter.

Figure 1

 I have been told quite definitely that the yellow Ymago labels used in smaller village grocery
shops etc, are not to be sold to the public loose, i.e. only to be used stuck onto the letter or parcel
presented at the cash desk. Therefore, "unique" items with such labels cancelled at other places,
is proof of shady practice!
Nevertheless, the good news is that this type of substitute for the closed local PO has proved its
worth during the year's trial period and will now be introduced in further rural areas. There were
16 trial "POs". See also article on page 47 of the June 2005 Newsletter.

 THAT a paddler, well-known to Helvetia Members visiting the Lake of Thun, the "Blümlisalp", has
just celebrated its centenary on Monday 31st July. "Happy Birthday" as the newspapers said.

 An interesting sideline is to collect the "divided" Swiss villages by their date cancellers, e.g.
Oberuzwil and Niederuzwil, also Oberhallau and Unterhallau. There seem to be more Upper
villages (88) than Lower (67), in 1912. This could be examined in depth and compared with earlier
and later data.
However one pair has had me puzzled for many years, Obervaz and Untervaz, in Graubünden,
with about 30 km between them, obviously not a divided village. This is further confused by the
fact that there is no such place as Obervaz. The canceller (see figure 2) was used in the PO of
the village Zorten. This name was shown in the canceller until 1.5.44, when on request the
Romansch name was added to many cancellers. In this case Vaz is ahead of Obervaz, which was
the German version. See Karl Gebert's Chronic. The solution I have now had explained to me by
an historian. The Freiherren of Vaz (Barons) were the leading family in Graubünden from about
1160 to 1337. Their territory was in 2 separated main areas, Untervaz just north of Chur, and
Obervaz south of Lenzerheide. Untervaz is a village (see figure 3), but
Obervaz is a district with several villages having their own names. Perhaps
there are other curiosities here? Usually these "twin"
villages split apart hundreds of years ago with each a
political entity, but mainly each had its own PO.

Figure 3
Figure 2
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Did You Know?
 October 2006
 The NABA held in Baden was a great success, especially for the five exhibitors of the AHPSteam. See separate report. I could not resist going on all 4 days (free entry and catalogue), and
still didn't see all.

 As is usual at the time of a National Exhibition, a number of outstanding books have come out for
the event. First place goes to the long-awaited Strubel book by the dedicated work of a group of
specialists, under the coordination of Urs Hermann. There are 2 volumes, the main and a
supplement, A4, together for CHF 340. At the end of each section there is a very useful résumé in
German, French, Italian, English and Spanish. Essential for collectors of Strubels. Full of truecolour illustrations of all varieties. Volume VI of Swiss Postal History Club (SVPG). English title:
"Sitting Helvetia Imperforate", but text in German.

 Richard Schafer has produced Volume VII of the above set, "Handbuch Postgeschichte von Genf"
from the beginning till 1854. An amazing book, all in colour, over 600 covers explained, all
cancels, lists, history, pictures etc, 276 A4 pages, 7-page list of contents, and for only CHF 50.00.
How can one resist?

 In the March DYK the new foreign Registration label was shown. Now I have found the new inland
label, also self-stick, black on white, 75 x 25
mm. First used 1st April 06, but not
everywhere it seems. See figure 1 below, and
April DYK. It is possible that a combination
with PP also exists. Keep looking!

 The main Philatelic Club in Winterthur

Figure 1

celebrates its centenary this summer. Figure 2 below shows the coloured cachet used on their
letterhead and other publicity material this year. The first stamp with a Winterthur connection was
the PJ of 1928 (Z.46) showing the red lions of the Kyburg family, as used in the town's arms. The
two anchors signify the ship building activities of Sulzer Brothers. Many of the restored lake
steamers still have the engines of this firm, attracting young
and old. Then the City Hall in 1980 (Z.638) with its Greek
columns and facade. Now only two stamps for the sixth largest
city in Switzerland is rather weak, so in 1981 another was
issued (Z.656) for the Technorama, the Swiss Science
Museum, especially attractive for its many interactive
experiments. For completeness we must add the PJ of 1945
(Z.113) with Ludwig Forrer from Winterthur, who was the first
President of the first Federal Council in 1849.
Figure 2

 Another Local Publicity cancel for Aarwangen has been found. In 1999 the PO was renovated and
they decided that the well-worn K 313a, after over 30 years of service, should be replaced, see
figure 3. However, the maker of these cancels had changed, and now Ruedi Jordi (SVPS
Member) has discovered four easily recognised differences. We have not found out when the new
cancel was first used, as the Philatelic Bureau in Bern had not been informed, and so this new
version was not delivered to subscribers. See figure 4 and note the different "4", "1", "E" and the
adjacent "A"s touching feet. The drawing has been reproduced correctly. Keep looking, there is
always something new to be found.

Figure 3
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Did You Know?
 November 2006
 A peculiar result of "Liberalisation" of the Post Office is causing a furore. The separate Post
Coach "firm" is now under the jurisdiction of the Cantons, and Aargau has decreed that all the
yellow buses based in Aargau are to be painted white, with a black and blue logo, i.e. the colours
of the Canton. Legally there is no way of stopping this. But the tourist industry is trying hard, as
yellow signifies Swiss, and that is valuable.

 Figure 1 shows something of interest to collectors of foreign postmarks which mention Swiss in
some way. Here we have a local publicity slogan for Säckingen, just over the Rhine, advertising
their health spa. St. Fridolin was one of the group of Irish monks who brought Christianity to
southern Germany and Switzerland in the 6th
century (another was St. Gallus who founded
St. Gallen). Because the monastery he founded
in Säckingen later became the owner of the
valley named Glarus, his picture was carried on
banners used in religious procession there, and
so became accepted as the emblem of the
Figure 1
Canton, see PJ 26, 1923.

 One would expect the Tax required for an unstamped
letter to be 85 plus 50c = 1.35fr., but why only 85 as
noted on this cover, posted on 15.09.2006, which was as
usual not collected, see figure 2.

 In the October SBZ there is a comprehensive 6-page
article on the Güller Elzevir cancels by Pierre Guinand in
French. For any Member who would like a copy of the
list, please ask your Editor (with SAE).

Figure 2

 Another new parcel label has come to me, see
figure 3, on the usual monthly pouch of
philatelic literature circulated by the Postal
Stationery Society, but the sender had had to
pay an additional fee of 3fr for "Manual
Handling". Why? It never happens at my local
PO. I think it is because these pouches have a
window through which the address shows.
Now the new fully automated parcel sorting
offices have a standard way of looking at the
data presented, and require that the coded
label be above the address. It was not, so had
to be manually sorted. Not every PO clerk
worries about checking this properly.

 When I first saw the cancel shown in figure 4 in
the SP Archive nobody could say into which
group it would fit. Later if was declared a Local
Figure 3
Publicity Cancel and given the No. K 1536b.
So we have the first K
without an outside
circle. Have you noticed that in "Focus", page 5 of 3/2006 issue, there is
the mention of "the locality cancellation". What do they mean? The stamps
shown thus cancelled are the best of this year I think.
Figure 4
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Did You Know?
 December 2006
 Another service is losing its yellow brand-mark. The latest parcel delivery vans are white! No
longer "Paket Post" (Parcel Post), but now PostLogistics, new, modem and faster, they say.

 This is however, completely overshadowed by the real major reorganisation of the whole Postal
Service being proposed, with only about 200 real POs, having the full service, but each is the
"leader" of a group of 2-20 depots with a somewhat limited range, and lower-paid staff. A major
strike is threatened ahead of the Christmas rush. This is the dilemma; "Progress" against
unemployment, and all European POs are facing the same choice. In 5 years letters in
Switzerland have dropped 40%, also parcels and counter services. That is the real world.
Privatisation does not help.

 At the Sindelfingen Exhibition and Bourse, with lots of lectures mainly on
Postal History, Reinhard Stutz received a gold medal for his excellent book
on TPOs. Well deserved. See figure 1 for the special cancel obtainable at
the Swiss Philatelic stand there, to promote the ubiquitous Swiss Army
Knife.

Figure 1

 The next 2 labels were taken from an Amazon parcel from Germany, probably ordered by email.
In addition to the German parcel labels there were these two, both new to me. Figure 2 is required
to make the delivery data available to the Swiss
sorting and delivery systems, PRI indicates
Priority (which seems to be given to all foreign
parcels). SI means a Signature must be obtained
and NOM that it must be from the addressee or
their Nominee. The Swiss PO will then be able to
inform the sender that
the correct person has
received the goods.
Figure 3 states that no
custom fees need be
paid; with the lower half
green. Both 70%.

Figure 2: Top = orange
Figure 3

 Figure 4 is of special interest to those philatelists (the majority?) who collect as much printer's
waste as possible. Just what we have all been waiting for, a 2-D matrix gone wrong, with only 3
specks of white showing amid the solid
black. This should have indicated a fake,
and been rejected immediately,
otherwise why have the high-tech 2-D
check at all.
Figure 4

 As expected the PP version of the new
internal R-Label has appeared. See
figure 5.

Figure 2
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Did You Know?
 January 2007
 I managed to find out some more about the NOM label mentioned last month. This service is
available only to firms, not individuals (like philatelists) and is in fact the new electronic version of
the old "AR" return signed postcard system, which remains, as it provides an actual signature of
receipt and is still cheaper. The receiving post office sends an electronic message to the sender
firm that the correct person has taken over the item. This is sufficient for most purposes and is
theoretically world-wide.

 A new Swiss Railway Atlas has appeared, 80 pages (A4 plus) in colour, but only in German. If
you are interested you can obtain a 16-page listing of all available railway books from
www.minirex.ch of Luzern. A number of British publications are included in this list too.

 A 1935 letter from Wallenstadtberg to Luzern, was returned to the sender marked with a black
text, see right, which is new to me. Perhaps a Member has one in
their "box", without realising its significance. The text could be
read as "Unsuccessfully called out", but how?

 THAT in an old auction catalogue I have come across another "fake" PJ 1912 label, naturally on
the Italian one, see below. The remnants of the Swiss Cross in the upper segment are enough
proof that the cancel was made after 1914. However a neat proof is the
large dot (instead of a dash) ahead of the time of day, 10 am. This dot was
introduced in 1919 when the time reels of all cancellers had to be
successively modified to indicate time in the 24 hour system (replacing the
old: Roman for A.M. and Arabic for P.M.). This had become the norm for
the railways in Europe, and as the Swiss Post
Office and the Swiss National Railways were in
the same Ministry, and as they had to cooperate
intimately in any case, it was logical to have the
same time-indicating system.

 The first example of the new-style Letterbox has been spotted in Zürich.
By 2010 all 20,000 old boxes, of 13 different types, will he replaced by
this new thief-proof pillar-box. However, the SP state that distribution is
being rationalised, many will be moved to better locations, and some will
vanish. Only last collection times will be shown. As in other countries the
customers are groaning, but the SP says "We have the lowest number
of potential users per box than anywhere else in the world°

 The SP recently issued some interesting stamps in a new series
ProSpecieRara, for 2, 3 and 4 CHF, for re-introduced fruits. This important scientific work has also
resurrected a number of animals, pigs and goats for instance, as well as old wheat varieties, to
maintain a broader gene bank.

 At the Olten "Day of the Stamp" Exhibition I acquired one of the new labels from expert Markus
Seitz, printed at his stand. One million of these
new DIY "stamps" have been printed at home or
office, with all manner of subjects. The old type
with a four-part 2-D matrix will very soon be
phased out. So far a great success story. Price per
letter?

 During the Christmas Season the SP will once again send any parcel addressed to the Swiss Red
Cross free, as part of their "Twice Christmas" programme to help needy children, i.e. originally for
presents not needed by their first recipients. Now parcels of new items for the winter, for school or
food, can be handed in at any PO. This year will probably exceed the average of 300 tons, which
500 volunteers in Bern will sort out for distribution in Switzerland and Eastern Europe. The idea
came from the Swiss Radio in1997.
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Did You Know?
 February 2007
 The 2007 Alt-Schweiz (Classic Swiss Stamps) Sales Catalogue has been once again sent out
free to all those interested by Honegger Philatelie AG, PO Box 147, CH-8716 Schmerikon, in
German. Just over 1 cm thick, it has hundreds of colour illustrations of stamps and covers, with
fixed prices in CHF, as well as a number of pages of useful comments.
As I have been looking into
the local posts of
Switzerland recently, it has
become a habit to look for
covers with a single 2½ Rp
Poste Locale or Orts-Post
stamp, and not finding
many. This shows that the
local delivery system within
those small towns (Basel,
Zürich, etc) was not a
success and soon died out.
Figure 1 below shows one
of the two found in this
catalogue, going for 8,800
Figure 1
CHF. Dated 18 Apr 51 the
address is rather short by today's standards, and where is Dahier anyway? Well it just means
"here", truly local.

 The next two items I found next to each other, and realised there
was a connection. Figure 2 shows a rubber stamp in a style new to
me, dated 29.III.1957 for Fischenthal, on the Winterthur Rüti/Rapperswil SBB line, station No. 265.
Figure 3 °commemorates" the last day of the contract between
PTT and SBB, agreed in 1922, for cooperation in handling the
mail. That is what a typed note on the cover requested, but the
date shown, 25 May 1995 was a Thursday, and the actual last day
was Sunday 28.5.95 (end of Winter Timetable), so the stamp was
illegally and

Figure 3

Figure 2

prematurely cancelled. This contract covered
cancelling and handing over to the train conductor
letters collected in the station letter box at
weekends, and also taking and delivering Express
letters after PO hours. Ebnat-Kappel lies on the
Bodensee-Toggenburg (now SOB) normal gauge
line SE of Wattwil.

 Of interest to collectors of barcode labels is that shown in figure 4, as used on the packet, note
the new (to me) designation "PPR". What does the "R" stand for? "ROM" at first guess, but on the
label there is the type: "PostPac
Promo". Now "Promopost" is the
service for unaddressed bulk
advertising matter, so how does
that line up? Investigations are
proceeding. "Harkingen PZ" is one
of the three new fully automatic
Parcel Centres.

Figure 4
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Did You Know?
 March 2007
 I promised to find out more about the PPR label mentioned last month. "Promopost" is for
unaddressed letters only, while" PostPac Promo" is for addressed parcels only. Clear? This
cheaper rate has however some traps built in, one of which is costing Rölli quite a bit, as nondeliverable (e.g. change of address) items are returned, even if the PO has the new address, at
the full rate! Also if the addressee does the unimaginable by refusing the beautiful catalogue,
which for normal rate parcels he would have to pay himself.

 The Frankieren Post 2004 service has proved to be
a winner. Firms, institutions, etc. can make an
annual contract so that at any time they can hand
in, at "their" Post Centre, hundreds or thousands of
addressed covers to be cancelled, sorted and
delivered (see Fig.1 in dark blue), as mentioned
Figure 1
previously here.
The cancelling units were bought from the
private firms which had these extremely
expensive business high-tech "Paragon"
machines for folding, inserting, addressing and
cancelling, which could no longer be used when
Figure 2

at the beginning of 2006 the rule was
implemented forbidding the use of red ink (see
Fig.2 in red). Now they are being fitted with new
cancelling units using the new standard IFS
system (see Fig.3 in blue).

Figure 3

 As the SP is using the "old" cancellers for very large quantities of mail, this causes expensive
repairs, they have had to start replacing them with the "new" IFS system too (see Fig.4 in
black).Note that the location is given only by the
PLZ "3000", and for specialists by the machine
number. Large centres can have 3 to 4
machines.

 An amazing booklet and CD has been published

Figure 4

by the author Alex Herms of Oberageri on the
UPU issue of 1924; he has analysed both printing and perforating methods used, to bring clarity
at last to a difficult field of identification. All in German, but large illustrations in full colour help to
establish details clearly.

 At “Vaduz 07” in August, the "Ring der Liechtenstein-Sammler" is issuing an updated booklet on
the FL Registration and Valeur labels. Order from the Philatelic Service in Vaduz directly.

 Eric Lienhard has found a new label, a registered letter in a big envelope (see Fig.5). The "1"
signifies "Europe" (2 is rest of world); payment had
been made by stamps. And from a small packet of
280g, priority and with required signature (see Fig.6),
the usual parcel label was adjacent.

Figure 5

Figure 6
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Did You Know?
 April 2007
 At last I think I have found the definitive
proof that the SP has no interest in using
stamps in their postal operations. One of
the latest sheetlets has the EAN code in a
larger style than previously, see figure 1
Figure 1
for old minute style and figure 2 for the
latest version, but which may be reserved
for self-stick stamps. This set me off. If
stamps were postally useful, then each
would have to carry a minute code, in some
part of the design, to allow for electronic
checking of validity.

Figure 2

 Following the SP principle that all postal items should have a 2-D matrix code shown, to prevent
misuse, the PP bulk-mailed covers are appearing in the new format, see figures below. These will
replace the 1911-style plain "PP and place" marks, but how the SP intends to handle the more
exotic colourful examples is a secret. The 6 versions cannot be considered complete or final. The
8-digit number is there for customer identification, and is certainly part of the 2-D matrix. The
usual rule is that all postal items are "B" unless designated "A". Printed mainly in black, but light
blue is used, and no doubt others will follow. My examples are in German, with only a few in
French. Italian I am about to pursue.

Figure 3

Figure 4

Figure 5

Figure 7
Figure 6

Figure 8

I‟ve seen Fig.3 only twice so is perhaps already out of favour. Fig. 4 is most popular, followed by
Fig.5. The next three are strangely noted as "B". Fig.7 is larger with the box 32 x 16 mm. The
others are only 25 x 13 mm, with Fig.3 45 x 7.5 mm.

 When I first saw figure 9 I could only speculate what the "S" after "R" stood for, and this registered
letter was not dated by any sort of cancel. Then Giovanni Balimann found 2 items which he
thought might interest our Members, with figure 10 giving the answer, as there are two Registered
labels, one for Inland
(Suisse) and one for
Foreign addresses with
"CH", as noted
previously. His second
Figure 9
Figure 10
item, figure 11, was
soon sent back to the repair shop in Genève, very uncommon,
a completely upside-down crown.

 The SP has stated that yellow will remain the colour of tourist
buses, but that as they cooperate with different firms to move
parcels around Switzerland sometimes a white-painted van
will be used.

Figure 11

 The SP has bowed to parliamentary wishes and will reduce the use of English as the lingua
franca between the various language areas, particularly when advertising for staff where some
real curiosities have been created.
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Did You Know?
 May 2007
 At the recent AGM of the Ganzsachen-Verein I had a most interesting conversation with Hans
Graf, a specialist for old German date cancellers, and he collects Razor Blade cds. This led to the
old Elzevir cancels made by Güller in 1866, when he said there was an earlier German cds, the
rare "Horseshoe". He has sent me
many pages from the book on these
cancels, written by Friedrich
Spalink, 4th edition 1992, from
which figures 1 to 4 are taken.
Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 4

Figure 3

In 1864, Julius Klaucke had an idea
for solving the time-consuming
problem of changing the timesetting every hour by using, for this
feature only, a band carrying all the
hour settings, which could easily be
moved and set at the correct value.

No record exists of the exact details of how this was done, so the sketches (Figs. 1 to 3) are
surmises. Did Güller see such a cds impression on a letter from Germany, or have it explained to
him, which gave him the idea of replacing all the previous separate inserts for each year, month,
date and time by his wheels for every feature. Will we ever know who had the first idea?

 Our Member Charles LaBlonde received Gold for his excellent 5-frame exhibit on WW II mail, to
or from Denmark, at the recent well-attended BALABRA held near Liestal in Canton Basel-Land.

 It is now commonplace to have all details of practically every auction to be seen in full colour on
the Internet, but Corinphila in Zürich have just gone a step further by introducing bidding also.
Who will follow?

 Roger Federer of Basel, well-known to tennis fans, has been pictured on a Swiss stamp issued on
the 10.4.2007, as the first living person to have had this honour. He
is shown holding his favourite Cup, that of
Wimbledon. Also sharing in his phenomenal
success is South Africa, from where his
mother comes.
I have no reservations about showing living
persons on stamps, if they are few and far
between and non-political.

 One of the oldest, and unique in the world, features of Swiss postal cheque operations, in that the
fee for counter inpayment is paid by the recipient and not the sender of the money, is being
studied by the Federal Price Controller, and is likely to fall, except for small amounts to registered
charities. Electronic payment is more up-to-date.

 Lot 219 of the recent Schwarzenbach Auction was for an unspecified number of mint sheets and
part sheets of old Swiss perforated stamps. During the two days of viewing I spent several hours
trying to analyse the mainly never-seen-before dozens and dozens of unsorted sheets. The
reason? To answer the questions raised by Members in the Newsletters of 1997 and 1998
regarding peculiar arrangements of the perforation holes in the margins, and specifically at
corners. Have patience, I am nearly there!
If you have such queer corners, or full or half sheets with margins, I would be very glad to have
photocopies, via our Editor, they might well be a missing link, in a complex chain.

 There is quite lot of interesting information in the latest "Focus on Stamps“, 2007/2. For instance
the pair of stamps for the Centenary of the Postal Museum, something quite new, which I will
understand when I have them in my hand. For innovation, the Swiss Philatelic Service takes a lot
to beat.
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Did You Know?
 June 2007
 There has been discussion about the correctness of having a living person, on a stamp, however
appropriate. Shortly after the issue of the Federer stamp (10.4.2007) as
reported last month, the sister of the FHD lady, Christa Müller, shown on
Z.430 of 8.3.1965, wrote an interesting article for the newspapers,
claiming the honour for her since-deceased sister of being the first living
person to be depicted on a Swiss stamp. In their original press release
the SP should have said "personality" instead of "person". At the time,
1965, the whole family were sworn to secrecy.
For those with inquiring minds, see how many living persons have been depicted recently on
Swiss stamps. For a start look at Z.929 to 932. When will they be named?

 For their Centenary celebrations during the weekend of 12-13 May, the Museum for
Communication in Bern had the usual clutch of worthies with praises etc, for the original Postal
Museum etc. However, the hit of the evening was a brilliant talk-cum-interview with the wellknown Prof. Joseph Weizenbaum who had grown up in the USA and had been in at the start of
the development of computers at MIT and other major locations. His answer to the inevitable
question "Why do computers still go wrong" was "Nobody
knows how they work; they consist of layers and layers of
changes and improvements from time way back".

 This was the real opening of the new permanent exhibition
section in the Museum "As Time Goes Byte". Excellent,
history of computers, and well worth a visit. Another popular
item in the philatelic part was an improved "Do It Yourself"
design and printout of your own "stamp", from an infinite
number of motif combinations in all sizes and colours. See
right for a simple example.

 One must not forget the pair of Museum of Communication commemorative stamps in lenticular
printing, another world-first for Swiss Philately. An explanation
in Focus on Stamps 2007/2 includes a diagram showing three
levels, and they say there are three views in the main
illustration, but there are in fact all five views in each stamp, to
be seen if one tilts very slowly and carefully. Normal machine
cancellations are virtually invisible, luckily. Very clever, but...

 Two railway events are dominating the hobby scene now, 125 years St Gotthard Railway, with
numerous events, and special trips by a re-awakened TPO train 31st May, 1-2 June. Then 16th
June the first trips through the new high-speed low-level Lötschberg Base Tunnel, Frutigen-Visp,
35 km, of which 22 km have still to be equipped for the future double track. Full passenger and
cargo service will be introduced on 9th December.

 The successful reference work by Karl Gebert, "Poststellen-Chronik 1849-2007” is now available
free on the SVPS homepage: http://www.svps-ascep.ch/verteiler.html Before you rush to print it
out, get 180 sheets ready, but it will be regularly updated, so changes can be added by hand to
your original.

 Shown right is a "rare" high-value, bulk-sending business franking in blue by a Neopost machine,
3rd type, used on a large C4 cover (324 x 229 mm). The "B2" signifies "B-Post, Bulk", i.e. delivery
within 6 working days. The basic rate for large covers up to 100g is 95c, plus 0.5c per 10g,
indicating a weight under 80g; total 99c. The
"B2" is seldom shown, as it is an internal PO
code. Bulk rates for 500 or more items
cannot be used for "A-Post", but are valid for
discount for firms with regular large
quantities.
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Did You Know?
 July 2007
 When I asked Edythe Rawnsley in May 1972 if she thought a monthly note or so from me would
be of interest to Members, she agreed and the first "Did You Know" appeared in June, and we
became friends. She had grown up in Seebach-Zürich, but finished her schooling in England,
when her father moved the family back home. This basic knowledge of German helped her
tremendously when she became secretary of the HPS, and Editor of the Newsletter, as she could
follow the Swiss philatelic research and other articles. When in 1987 Peter Hobbs took over I
gained another friend who has, with his wife Joan, examined (and improved) my contributions
ever since. For this I will be always grateful. Now the expected break has occurred unexpectedly,
and I hope Richard Donithorn, the new Editor, will also be patient with me, and encourage me to
keep my promises for new articles.

 In 1882 the first horse-drawn tram ran in Zürich (20 years after Geneva) and in 1982 the PTT
issued a Centenary 20c stamp (Z.672) on 23rd August showing the new articulated Type 2000
tram. However, there are two MPO cancellations of interest;
Pen/Zumstein No.1105 used at the Open Day at the main tram
depot, see figure 1, and then No.1106 for a three-day Tram Festival
showing the first tram, as used in colour for the FDC, see figure 2.
On Saturday 26.5.07, only a plain non-postal mark could be selfapplied to cards and covers; see figure 3 when the new Tram
Museum was officially opened to commemorate 125 Years Zürich
Trams. During the whole day, 15 rebuilt and renovated veteran
trams, the oldest from 1897,
were running along their
original routes, filled with
excited families. Practically
every year the tram network is
extended to meet today's
needs, and is second only to
the SBB in the number of
persons carried per day.
Figures 1-3

 Fans of "Miss Jemima's Swiss Journal" will be excited to know that one of the four new Pro Patria





stamps is devoted to the journey she took in 1863 dedicated to the "Via Cook". See "Focus on
Stamps" issue 2/2007 for details of the new 3-year series of 12 "Via" stamps. All can be
recommended to adventurous Members, see www.kulturwege-schweiz.ch for more information on
the routes.
From January 2008 the SP will no longer accept slogans for their letter-cancelling machines. This
is a major limitation, and based on "cost efficiency". Charity slogans will no longer circulate, in
three languages, across Switzerland for years. However, "Local Publicity" (Group 3) slogans will
still be used, as they do not have to circulate. The neutral and PP "flags" (Group 0) will not be
affected, as each larger PO has a set with their own machine, so circulation is not necessary. A
year after the introduction of cancelling machines, the first publicity slogans (Events, Group 4)
appeared,
as shown
here:
(Note the
flag effect
of the
early slogans)
Hand-applied "K" cancellations will not be affected by the above change. A new, two-volume
edition of the SVPS catalogue on "K" or "Local Publicity Cancellations" has been released and is
also available on CD.

 In the May DYK I mentioned the interesting Lot 219, which started at 1,500 CHF, but went for a
fantastic 5,800, plus 18%. I am glad I didn't try to get it, however much it would have helped my
perforation studies, and the still-open facets. So please let me have, via the Editor, photocopies of
any pre-1940 sheets you may have. In fact any corner block of 2-4 stamps is often enough to
complete the picture to solve a mystery.
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Did You Know?
 August 2007
 One has to experience poor organisation at first hand to grasp the implications! The SP is closing
POs all over Switzerland and now we are affected by the closure of the village PO of Feldis GR
where the family has a small holiday chalet. As we did not know the exact date I tried to phone
directly, but realised that this is no longer possible, as there is only one no. for all questions, via a
call-centre in probably the wilds of Patagonia. After trying some of the possibilities offered by a
machine, and waiting for about 10 minutes to monkey-music, a gentleman told me that they did
not know, but would pass my obviously obtuse question on to another department, which would
answer in 2-3days ("perhaps" implied). However he said he could connect me direct to Feldis PO,
which he did, and I got the answer, "next week".
The above machine voice had told me that their website http://www.post.ch could also be asked.
This I tried without success, but then the penny dropped. Under "Briefmarken", I found "Phila
News", in which there is a list of all POs waiting to be closed. How does a non-philatelist get
through that barrier?

 An e-mail fluttered in to surprise me with a new Swiss "Foreign" registration label which has a
slightly different layout, but with a RED "R" instead
of the usual black of the older version. See figures
1 and 2. The size remains the same; 75 x 25 mm.
The red "R" is smaller than the black, though other
lettering is larger, and the number is now clearly in
three groups of three digits, which is coded to
Figure 1: new, with red “R”

disclose a bogus label. The sender of my example
was from the UPU at 3000 Bern 15 to the UK.
Enquiring at the local PO (where they know my
curious questions) I was told that this is the new
version for all foreign letters. So we are back to
1993 when the red "R" was dropped from the old
low-tech perforated labels.

Figure 2: old, with black “R”

 Work is proceeding on a complete list of all the Swiss "R" labels, proposed in 3 sections:
a) 1892-2000 Nos. 1 to 10; b) 2001-2006 all LSI labels, basic No. 11; c) 2001? - The UPU did not
accept LSI labels. This situation is not clear, as I do not have enough examples of these labels
(there are no published decrees available) so I can only appeal to Members to check their
examples, and dealers boxes too, for registered letters from about 1997 onwards, for which I
thank you. Counter-terminal printed labels are also needed.

 The first of the three new REMA coding/sorting is coming onto line in Zürich-Mülligen as planned.
From some older examples seen, the coding along the bottom edge is now in one long line, not
interrupted as before.

 It was the Swiss millionaire; Bernard Weber (who recently "created" the New Seven Wonders of
the World), who caused the rapid withdrawal of the 1.00 Corbusier Armchair (Z .109) stamp in
2004. His mother inherited the rights to the famous Swiss architect's designs and he manages the
fees collected from the, oft unsuspecting, users of these “rights", like the Philatelic Bureau.

 Peter Hobbs sent me a letter from the Lake of Geneva, cancelled on 21.6.07 in Montreux, see
figure 3. I also came across another letter from Montreux, cancelled on 22.5.42, see figure 4, both
with the same local publicity slogan No. 3.3, but 65 years earlier. Checking in the SVPS catalogue
I see that in 1942 there were 15 such slogans made and several are still in use. Looking carefully
at the latter, one can see that the stamp was stuck on over the slogan. Did the PO have a friendly
relationship
with the local
municipality,
the sender?
Figure 3
Figure 4
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Did You Know?
 September 2007
 The Feldis PO problem has been "solved" by the local general (and only) shop, installing one of
the new Ymago self-service machines (see June HNL 2005). There are some changes made on
these new labels, as the place is identified, to keep down (I suspect) the number of strange labels
used in other places. The SP does not recognise these yellow/white labels as being of philatelic
interest, although the number of outlets is now rising from the original 16 test locations to the
eventual 200, mainly in small country villages.

 The SBB has promised that the new Swiss Railway Map will be on sale in December, with all the
closures updates, High-Speed Lines, Lötschberg Tunnel etc., shown. The previous edition was of
January 2004 with maps of all town bus and tram routes, as in the 2000 edition.

 The first of the three new REMA letter sorting installations, in Zürich-Mülligen, has not come on
line as planned, though the hope is that by Christmas all holes in the soft ware will be pasted
over. My test letters have been re-turned, nicely hand-cancelled. The "new" code mentioned last
month is in fact from Zürich-Sihlpost where the new coding system was being tried out on one
machine during a few months, a good idea.

 I‟ve come across three hand marks on covers recently: Figure 1 shows a well-worn Taxe perçue
mark on a large cover C4 (230 x 324mm), paid CHF
1 as it was well below the 100g limit, But the sender
fell into a trap; if the size requires a higher rate, then
it counts, which would have meant CHF 2.20 for C4,
max 100g. The sender gets a postcard requesting the
missing 1.20, and the letter is not held up, nor is the
Figure 1
addressee asked to pay, which is the case if the letter
has no sender's address. And the 50c fine on top. Here the mark should have had the amount
„1.20c‟ written in, by CH-8021 Zürich Sihlpost.
Figure 3
st
Switzerland first coupled the weight/size rates on 1
January 1973, when the Local
Reduced rate and the Postcard
Figure 2
rate were abolished).
Figures 2 and 3 come from Genève; "Return to Sender" covers, firstly because the time-limit for a
redirected letter had expired (size reduced), and secondly for a PO Box address which did not
include the Sub-office No.

 This type of insured cover (figure 4) from the UK is not often seen, and needs some explanation.
By coincidence from another cover having nearly the same registration number, the sending date
can be estimated as during March 2002, and the rate of postage and fee of £3.52 is right for this
time. Why were the stamps not
cancelled? The tabs from the Value
Declared Label have not been
correctly detached. Top of label is
pale pink, rest white. The contents
were insured for £140.00, and this is
noted for exchange purposes, via
the bright pink Swiss label at the
bottom, which gives the actual rate
of exchange by means of a code,
"158" in this case.
SZR/DTS = Sonderziehungsrechte /
Droit de Tirages Spèciaux (Special
drawing rights)

Figure 4
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Did You Know?
 October 2007
 The description in Focus on Stamps of the four stamps issued on 6th September devoted to
English poets and writers is not quite clear in several points. For instance Wordsworth is
described as being "a distributor of postage stamps in Westmoreland from 1813 - 1843". As I
could not quite picture him trudging from door to door with a bag of Penny Blacks, I asked the
British Postal Museum and Archive (BPMA) for confirmation. The answer was that the error lay
somewhere in the translation (the German version is the same), that "postage" is not correct. A
distributor in those days was a person who could be trusted, to issue "stamps", namely receipt the
fee mandatory at that time for all official documents, in that he would hand-emboss each sheet
with the official albino impressed seal. Also used in Switzerland during the 19th cent.

 The revised and updated edition (4th) of
the SVPS Handbook of Local Publicity
Cancellations (K) is now available in two
volumes with separated illustrations. A
CD-ROM disk is also available in an
updated version, price is CHF 40, or CHF
20 for those with the first edition.

 The follow-up to the Feldis story in the September DYK has been a satisfactory experience on
site. The new machine for weighing and producing the "stamp" is made by Pesa, an improvement
over the Sielaff units of the 16 odd trial machines. The
printer has a useful repeater button, selection of 4
languages (D, F, I, and E), and postal account inpayments
can be
made and
cash
withdrawal,
as well as
Registration
facilities. Two new-style 28mm cds (a, b) are used,
frame-guided, for the receipts for in-payments and for
Registration (issued at the cash
desk). As the memory of the printer carries all tariff details, production of the
self-stick "stamp" is quicker than at a normal PO counter, especially for foreign
items. As the place and date are printed on the "stamp" (see illustration) an
ordinary cds is not needed. The label size is 73 x 44 mm, slightly larger and
without the yellow bar of the trial version. See HNL 2005, pages 47, 63, 85, 87.

 If you try hard you can still obtain an
International Reply Coupon (IRC);
the new one is called the Beijing 2,
which has new devices to prevent
counterfeiting. The size remains at
150 x 103 mm, with a light grey
background, and an improved multireflection signet or hologram printed
below the word „Suisse‟. Printing is

by Benziger & Co with Zürich paper. They can be
purchased in Zürich, from the Philatelic Counter. This
little-used system was inaugurated by the UPU at the
Conference in Rome in 1906, following the suggestion
from Great Britain and its colony Australia. The original
design was by Eugene Grasset of Lausanne and Paris.
Original design, 1906
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Did You Know?
 November 2007
 The ZUBRA 07, 4-7 Oct., was a big success at a Step II Exhibition to celebrate 60 years of the
local Philatelic Society. Under the Celtic name Tenedo it was an important fortified crossing over
the Rhein into Germany during the Roman occupation, but had a history
going back into the Neolithicum. In 1914 during drilling for salt a thermal
spring was found, which is today the big attraction from both sides of the
border. However 115 Exhibits were to be studied, and enjoyed. Harlan
Stone received Gold and the Best of Show awards, and Charles LaBlonde
Vermeil for his interesting collection of Denmark - World War II Postal
History. See the special cancellation right. The parachute represents Space
Philately and the Balloons on show.

 The new top-modern letter coding and sorting centre in Zürich-Mülligen started up on the 26th
August, and my covers came dated 21 09.07, though I admit that I sent them in rather late,
following my previous try which was too early. They were (are?) having trouble with such a
complex installation. The new cancellation is shown below. Note the "a", something new. One of
the troubles has been that the 18 old sorting
places are to be closed down as each of the three
new centres comes into service. The first to be
closed was that of Winterthur and for an unknown
reason the old reserve machine with the 22 mm
crown was also discarded. This means that until it
is replaced Winterthur does not have its publicity
slogan No. 3.276.
The new coding is a single continuous line of 93 4-state bars 108 mm in length. The previous type
was 128 mm long, in two groups with a 9 mm gap, and unreadable. Perhaps the new one is
readable; there are 45 pairs and 3 bars for start and finish signs. However this code can, only with
great difficulty, be copy-printed, it is so faint, though to the eye it is clearly legible.

 The old PO in the Parliament building in Bern was closed (without a word to anyone) more than a
year ago, but there must still be a mail room there to handle incoming and outgoing mail, which is
I believe free to MPs. The other day I found proof
of this, as shown below. The despatching PO is
given as"3030 Bern" as before (perhaps they were
just using up old stickers), but there is no
indication on the large cover of any payment.
However there is a curious text "Bund/
Confederation/ Confederazione" indicating that it is
"Free" Federal Official Mail. The "99" indicates a
parcel, i.e. above 1000g in weight, "34" for a nonpostal office, which applies its own labels.

 Test are being made with evening delivery of parcels, as so many households today have only a
single occupant, who often works all day. In some areas 60% of parcels cannot be handed
over."PickPost" is another answer. Here parcels can be delivered to a railway or petrol station and
picked up there when convenient.
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Did You Know?
 December 2007
 A new Registration/Express/Insurance service called "A-Post Plus" is available to business
customers only, not for ordinary folk, nor heaven forbid for philatelists. The additional rate is CHF
2 for all seven normal A letter rates (except only CHF 1 for the biggest and heaviest; Large B4
1000g). I discovered it in a regular publication for businesses, but our local PO told me; not for
you. Such letters should be delivered the next day, if not, or if they are damaged or lost, then the
PO has to pay a CHF
150 fine. This does not
seem to be much in
advance of the normal
next-day „A‟ delivery, but
here we have also a
computerised "Track and
Trace" system in action,
for those who want to know where their letter is waiting. Giovanni Balimann then found a 2-page
instruction on this new system on the www.post.ch
website, and also a cover giving an early date of
use 7.11.2007. The self-stick label is white with
black printing, 75 x 25 mm, see above. The blue
IFS is from a new Frama machine, and has a new
slug "A+", see right. How often will this new service
be used?

 I have been reminded that B (Economy) letters to foreign countries can also be registered, not
only A letters, and are therefore a little cheaper. However this is important for collectors of
"correctly franked" covers, because such B covers are extremely rare. When I checked the 1991
letter rates (A&B from 1.2.1991) this was not specifically mentioned, then or later. The registered
inland A rate always included the normal rate for at least the first weight step.

 There is still one TPO in service, for sorting only, no cancelling, three years after closing down. It
runs every night from Bern to Brig at 2:50am, but the sorters start at midnight with piles of A
letters and newspapers fresh off the presses, from all over east and central Switzerland. Only this
way can deliveries to the Upper Wallis be kept to schedule. I wonder what happens when the new
Lötschberg Base Tunnel opens on 12th Dec 2007. In the Nov 2007 issue of the SBZ there is an
interesting illustrated 4-page article in German on 150 years of Swiss TPOs, by Reinhard Stutz of
Winterthur. Copies can be ordered from the Editor.

 Philatelists have spent many hours counting the teeth of Swiss stamps, especially the Standing
Helvetia‟s of 1882-1904. Well, this exacting work can be continued in spite of the New Philatelic
Policy of supplying strange "modem" creations. At the annual seminar of the Swiss Postal History
Society a remarkable paper was presented by Hans Häfeli of Zürich on the variations to be found
in the majority of the 89 self-adhesive stamps issued since 1996. The first 27 show no
manufacturing differences, as they were made only for booklets from 1996 to 2007. From 2002
the basic stamp was often produced in a variety of forms for different applications, and so we
have to date 62 stamps with 164 subtypes. The main cause is that different production methods
were required for the separation of the stamps from each other and from the backing paper
according to the application. This was noticed with the first PJ self-adhesive issue of 2003 when I
could reassemble a block of four into an "illegal" arrangement. See DYK January 2004.
Luckily Hans Häfeli made lists of the numerous possibilities, but cannot be sure he has them all.
These stamps need to be produced in sheets of 50, in panes for booklets, in coils of 2000, for
collectors, and for FDCs, in various combinations. Often the number of teeth is a positive
indication of the method of production, and the shape of the corner teeth also important. Have a
look into your collection, with a magnifying glass, and check the application possibilities in Focus
on Stamps. The wavy rouletting, which must cut through the stamp only, and not touch the
backing paper, means that the "teeth" of adjacent stamps fit into each other, and not form holes.
At the corners different shapes are found. Then some of the "teeth" are not cut through at their
peak, respective valley, but have to be torn. This depends on the printer and other factors which
are not clear.
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Did You Know?
 January 2008
 New Year wishes to you all and I hope to have more questions, and answers, from you too. The
most impressive cancel I could find on
the subject is shown right. The first
cancel with a mirror-image text is a
fitting symbol for the excellent set of 4
stamps issued on the 20th November
2007, see far right.

 The stamp shown here is the latest
"funny" from Bern, a "BeeTagg" to help "bees", i.e. you and me to find our way in a new town,
especially in Japan I believe, while here Winterthur is leading with about 600 pasted up on walls,
etc. If you have a mobile phone you take a photo of the coded area, then on a map of the town on
your screen the way to the nearest hotel, apothecary, bar,
or whatever you are looking for, will be shown. Naturally
there are dozens of different codes, from many new firms.
According to Focus on Stamps 4/2007 this stamp will lead
you to "Swiss Tourism Information". Sorry I can't try it out
for you. However modern it is, the paper stamp shown will
last at least 100 years longer than the software readability.

 The new 2008 Railway Map has appeared. At CHF 19.80 it is still a good buy. First there is the
map of all Switzerland and its railways, 1:301 000 scale, as before, then a 70-page separate
brochure with layouts and maps of all larger Swiss stations and public transport services, all in
colour.

 One of the busiest POs in Zürich, 8023 Zürich (at the main station), closed at the end of
December 2007. The SBB claim they need the location for the new underground 4-line station
being built. Others say they want more rent than the PO is prepared to pay. To help out they
rd
installed a Ymago self-service kiosk on the 3 December, as increasingly used in the small
villages which have lost their PO (see DYK October 2007), but without a money transfer facility.
The official name is "CH-8001 Zürich HB" as on the 73 x 44 mm white label. This trial is in the
luggage depot, where PO parcels can also be fetched, and TNT or DHL express foreign packets
handed in, and is therefore open from 7 a.m. till 9 p.m. every day of the week. However there is
no room for queuing inside.

 At last a missing link has turned up. The R label shown here (75 x 25mm) is used only on
registered letters coming from foreign parts, to enable the Swiss mail sorting to proceed
automatically. Once such labels were applied at the 5
main transit offices, Geneva, Basel, Zürich (for airmail),
Buchs SG and Chiasso. These have now all been
closed around August this year and their activities
concentrated at Zürich-Mülligen International (BZI), for
letters and parcels. The Swiss customs are also
centred there, and that is not cheap.

 Without much warning Liechtenstein introduced electronic letter sorting with an installation in
Schaan on 26.11.2007. I have received a copy of the slogan, used on one day only, from
Giovanni Balimann and with a bit of
retouching have made it legible. The
text in the crown reads "9484 Schaan,
BetriebszentrumLiechtenstein".
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Did You Know?
 February 2008
 The SP has a problem in that so many households there is no-one at home during the day,
because everyone is at work. They therefore-offer a new popular service called "PickPost" for
parcels. The sender has been given the recipient's address c/o one of 300 railway stations,
kiosks, filling stations etc, where they can pick up their parcel at any convenient time, as these
outlets have longer working hours. When a parcel is ready to be collected, an email or SMS is
sent to the recipient, all free.

 The latest "Alt-Schweiz" catalogue of Swiss Classic stamps has arrived from specialist dealer
Gottfried Honegger of PO Box 147, CH-8716 Schmerikon. You can write to him in English for a
copy, text in German, with all illustrations in colour spread over dozens of pages.

 Should you be travelling in Albania, keep a lookout for yellow Swiss postal buses, as many have
been given away, not only to Albania, when withdrawn from service here. The same for trams and
TPOs. This is cheaper than dismantling them here, and are very popular in many countries.
Correct recycling.

 Many philatelic visitors to Switzerland have noticed the new style of letter boxes appearing on the
streets. Heavier, and robber-proof. But the position of all 20 000 or so, yellow boxes is being
reviewed, and about 10% will not be replaced, not enough letters in them per day. However the
local authorities have to be consulted and many people are complaining. (Also about the missing
information on the usual clearing times). The whole changeover will have cost about 20 m CHF by
completion in 2010.

 Last year the SP made a large profit, and now there is more noise from those who would like to
have some for their own purposes, and want the present monopoly limit of 100g to be reduced to
50g for letters. Has this theory realty worked anywhere in Europe? How many postmen do we
need to come to the door every day? Is this better service?

 The REMA project, with three new colossal letter-sorting installations, is well on the way. The first
in Zürich-Mülligen started up in spite of delays in time for the Christmas rush, and the old MLO
centres in Winterthur, St.Gallen, Chur and Zurich-Sihlpost are closed down. I am grateful to TELL
for the new map they have published in their January 2008 issue showing the new layout of these
main and subsidiary centres. The faint lines are the main waterways, not cantonal borders.
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Did You Know?
 March 2008
 This is the year of the Hedgehog to Swiss Philatelists! An article in the January 2008 issue of the
SBZ reveals why. As shown below on a full sheet of 50 5c Pro Juventute stamps issued on
1.2.1965 (Z.210), a family of
Hedgehogs appears in brown on a
red background. But this sheet,
without the red colour along the
right-hand edge, has been
circulating between various auction
houses. In 1985 it was first offered
by Rapp, and went for CHF 600.
When Max Hertsch of Zumstein
could not find an explanation, the
buyer and author of the article,
Markus Sulger, approached the
printers, Courvoisier. After 2
months their report stated that this
could only have been the result of
a chemical manipulation. Rapp accepted this and repaid the amount. Twenty-two years later
David Feldman sold it in his 2007 auction for CHF 5500 (sig. Calves, Attest v.d. Weid). Now on 13
Dec 2007 Kronenberg offered two items apparently taken from this sheet. The first; of the three
stamps taken horizontally from the upper right corner, which was sold for CHF 2700. The second;
a single from the lower right
corner was unsold at CHF 1750
but which is now offered on their
website. Beware! There are 6
more of these curious stamps
looking for buyers.
The question is; fake or printing
error? Roger Calves, a French expert, and Alain von der Waid confirm that it could not be
chemical, as this would have removed the brown colour as well. This is important, but then it
indicates a printing error. Looking at the sheet, the printing direction is top to bottom, and the
printing cylinder is across. So this indicates to me that the red colour had not yet spread evenly
the whole way across, and that at least three, if not more, sheets must have been so affected.
The arrangement was that the PTT checked all the stamps printed by Courvoisier, for all
countries. So to my mind this sheet was "rescued" from the PTT waste bin in 1965, by whom?

 Another question is why do philatelists, including myself, want exclusive items? Have we a gene
too few or one too many? There is so much unique printing waste about today that perhaps there
will have to be a separate category at stamp exhibitions, to suit the real specialists.

 At Christmas the SP has a special office which handles Father Christmas mail in many
languages, in fact this year there were 16,191 letters, a little below 2006. A team of 5 have
answered 95% of them, enclosing a small present, if the return address can be deciphered. More
than half are from the French-speaking part. This free service has been provided by the SP, for
children in foreign countries also, for nearly 50 years.

 Another free service "2nd Christmas" is to accept parcels of new toys, sweets and writing
material, which children do not want, or which have been bought for the purpose, and which will
be distributed by the Swiss Red Cross to needy families across Europe. Only for the first two
weeks of January.

 In the recent Corinphila auction very high prices were achieved. The five top Swiss items went for
nearly CHF 480 000 all-together, and the five top foreign lots for CHF 1 120 000. What happens
to this money? Does it go to collectors, and remain in the hobby, or do non-philatelic inheritors
use it for household gadgets, like motor-boats? Those who know won't tell.
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Did You Know?
 April 2008
 Two booklets of interest to specialists have appeared: firstly one by Markus Seitz of Luzern on upto-date tables of "Postage Rates Inland and Foreign 1976 to 2007" in German in the style of the
Zack tables. Why 1976? In that year on 9th August, the first Swiss ATMs were put on sale very
discretely "as of no interest to stamp collectors" said the PTT, and Markus has run an
international business on them ever since with excellent handbooks, full of useful information. The
A5 rates booklet mentioned can be purchased from him for CHF 15, as well as his other
publications from Postfach: 6002 Luzern, or email: 22atms@atms.ch
The second is by Roberto Di Casola of via Ferri 29, 6900 Lugano, who has published a new
updated edition of his previous catalogue on the latest Swiss business machine cancellations in
full colour with the text in Italian, French and German, 67 pages ring-bound A5 "Repetorio
Catelogo". This is published in association with the SVPS (Swiss Postmark Collectors Society).

 The above society has recently agreed to take over the “lost" members of the defunct Swiss Coil
Stamp Society. This shows a trend as small specialist societies join up with bigger survivors and
will not be the last.

 In the latest Rölli auction in Luzern 14 -16 Feb 2008 there was again a full set of six volumes of
the Güller Postmark Record Books which went for an astonishing CHF 2,800. I think a philatelic
library must be after them. Or did you miss it, blinded by the cornucopia of the other wonders? A
very successful auction.

 The SP have revealed that about 85% of letters are from businesses, mostly at bulk rates, and
have produced a bumper profit, which of course whets the appetite of the raisin pickers (or plums
in English idiom), so that the parliament is about to decide to drop the maximum weight of SP
letters from 100 to 50g. To help whom?

 The artists who draw the fake stamps on bulk junk
mail, to make them look more important than they are,
have come onto another trick, dirty cancellers and
under-inked "cancellations", just like the real ones.
Here‟s a selection. The so-called stamps are all in full
colour. Note how the spots are repeated.

 Albrecht von Haller, one of the great Swiss thinkers of the 18th Century, has once again been
placed on a stamp; the last time was for the Pro Juventute in 1958, 5c Z.173, 250 years after his
birth in Bern. At the age of 16 he studied medicine in Germany and
Holland with journeys to London and Paris. But he was not only a
practicing doctor, but also an authority on botany, the Alps, glaciers,
etc. See left for the stamp and FD cancel, with his interests almost
hidden on the stamp. As with
Einstein the Tourist Office in
Bern has organised walks
through the city visiting the
places of interest associated
with this great scientist.

 For each of the last four years a single football stamp has
been issued. Now placed in the correct position an
interesting composition is made on 4.3.2008.
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Did You Know?
 May 2008
 At the recent Rölli auction Lot 1299
started at CHF 3000 but went for 14,500.
What I found interesting was the use of
only small letters in the address and the
curious "No 5015". Then I realised that
this was the reference number of an
anonymous advertisement to a neutral
address. Not possible today. Was
someone so strangely attracted to this
curiosity?

 Keeping to the subject of Basel Doves,
always attractive, a document has come
to light in the PTT Historical Archive Bern
regarding the part sheet of 15 examples held in the Postal Museum Bern, see illustration left. To
older collectors it was no secret that the Museum obtained a
number of very rare, if not unique items, by being exchanged for
"superfluous" items held by them as is still done quite legally by
museums world-wide. This document discloses for probably the first
time some details of such a deal in 1949 when the above sheetlet
was swapped for 200,000 Francs, comprising 30,000 in cash,
70,000 for normal new postage stamps and 100,000 Francs for old
stamps according to a list (not found) calculated at half Zumstein
prices. Not a bad deal for the auction house of Ch. Hassel in Basel;
since closed. The sheetlet shown reduced is taken from the
comprehensive book "Basler Taube" by J-P Bach and F Winterstein
of 1995 in German, but with a three-page introduction in English. A
must for all collectors of classic stamps.

 You might have seen it yourself, or read about it in DYK, but all Swiss letter boxes have the entry
slot widened in the middle for 35mm camera film envelopes, because if the letter exceeded 2cm
in thickness it becomes a parcel and has to be handed in at a PO counter for a higher price. See
the "Photopost" imprint needed, i.e. receiver pays, above. Now the new style, but still yellow letter
boxes are appearing with the same slot, even though 35mm films are rare today. The answer is
shown in "Refillpost", a new service for fast refilling of your home printer ink cartridges at an
attractive price. It works, but postage costs 3.60 of the CHF 6.00 asked for P&P on the bill. I have
not been able to find the exact regulations covering the deals with these specialised firms.

 The four Pro Patria stamps this year continue the excellent series started last year on reliving the
old historical tracks still to be found, and now well renovated. 2009 will conclude the set of 12.

 I am so pleased with the three new "Bird" stamps, although disappointed that there will not be
more, that I could not resist showing in Fig. 5 the unique bird's nest of the
FD cancel. The village of Sempach is the home of the hard-working
organisation set up to study and protect all forms of bird life in Switzerland.

 The new, all black Ymago labels, see DYK for October 2007, are now also
used in the original kiosks, which had black and yellow printing. The SP
has not said how many are now operating, but the number is growing.
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Did You Know?
 June 2008
 The price paid for Lot No. 1299 of CHF 14,000 was rather low for a Basel Dove cover, as
mentioned in the May DYK. In a discussion with Rolf Rölli he said that there was a small tear,
which was easy to see and was mentioned in the Attest, but to me the auction catalogue text is
not quite so clear with a "verklebte Papierspalte"" (glued paper gap). Even with a top auction firm,
a personal look at classic material is worthwhile.

 There are a number of private clubs in Switzerland run by railway enthusiasts, which are all wellworth a visit as they are off the beaten tourist track but using real steam to delight real
passengers. At odd times I will try to tell you about one of them. The first is the "VVT" (Vapeur
Val-de-Travers) branching off from the scenic SBB line from Neuchâtel to Pontarlier in France,
one of the TGV lines to Paris. The Depot-Workshops at St Sulpice has the largest collection of
normal gauge steam locos in Switzerland, a number of which are being
renovated now. There are regular and special trips at least one
weekend per month in the summer, except July, from St Sulpice to
Neuchâtel and back, etc. Get full details from www.vvt.ch and
info@vvt.ch Also Tel/Fax +41 (0)32 862 34 98, WT, PO Box 21, CH2123 St Sulpice. The illustration,
right, from their latest bulk letter
shows one of their regular
coaches. The original line was
built in 1883, run by the Jura
Simplon Co. until taken over by the SBB in 1903 then
privatised again in 1913. The old name was RVT (Regional
Val-de-Travers), with a TPO service until 1955.

 On the right is shown an item from my collection of curious cancel
abbreviations, namely Genève 2 Cornavin, the main PO and coding/sorting
office, but with "HC" in lower segment. I was told that it stood for the "Hopital
Cantonal". But this has its own PO, Genève 14. Was this special cancel for
items handed in out of hours or for special delivery? No longer in use I
suspect. Has a Member ever seen it on cover?

 The FD cancel below shows "LHC" with an entirely different meaning, as well described in
general in the latest "Focus on Stamps", i.e. "Large Hadron Collider", but what is a "Hadron"?
To simplify, within my knowledge and my Penguin Science Dictionary, an
atom of anything compared with a cherry, apricot, or avocado consists of
the outer edible bit and a central pip, or kernel in the middle. But what does
this atomic "pip" or "Hadron" consist of; Protons, quarks, gluons, bosons,
Higgs, etc. In CERN, at a cost of 6 billion CHF, they hope to find out more.

 The SP issued two special postcards on the 8th May
2008, The FD cancel is shown in Fig.5. When this new
underground railway in Lausanne will really open is still
unclear, after many delays mainly of geological origin
they are a bit hesitant to say much more than "this
year". Combined with the old part it will make a good
trip.

 The SP have announced that they are strengthening their ties with the Federal Technical
University in Lausanne (EPFL) by having a "PostLab" on the campus to study scientifically the
future needs of the postal service in Switzerland. About 15 years ago that university developed a
method of optical stamps recognition, which allowed the dropping of luminescent stamps, as
reported then in DYK.
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Did You Know?
 July 2008
 Every time I see, hear or read about floods in Yorkshire to Ohio I wonder “What has happened to
the stamp collections”? Now I know in an extremely minor case, our own cellar and an
unexpected litre or two of rainwater and its effect on boxes of unimpressive “research” covers.
A few better stamps have floated off and these I washed and dried. The rest? Foxing has started
and out they go however interesting the cancels and other marks could be. Bank vaults are not
waterproof, so what does one do with real major collections? Flooding is on the increase the
world over, what do the philatelic associations say?

 I was given a small collection of family covers mostly without stamps, but stamped “Militär”, i.e.
sent free to and from soldiers, before and during WWII. They provide an informative cross-section
of Swiss cancels, part of which I cannot resist showing you in their chronological order of
manufacture.
Sargans and Oberhelfenschwil, both Canton St Gallen.
Typical very old Güller cancellers, the fine bars of the
former indicate manufacture about 1875 when the
easier-to-clean widely spaced thicker bars were
introduced as seen in the latter from about a year later.
Many of these remained in service for 70 odd years.
The next pair of cancels are linked to the railways. Burghalden never had a PO; it is only the first
stop on the SOB line coming from Wädenswil. This type of cancel was in use
from 1922 for letters handed in at railway stations.
The „Bahnpost/Ambulant‟ TPO cancellers of this
style were first made in 1910 and with an open date
bridge in 1918 with a cross in the upper segment. All
those for SBB trains had a 5th reel after the four
digits of the train number, but having only 4 lower
case letters a to d. These appear to have had various functions at different
times. Seldom seen on cover.
Finally, an example of a classic form of pre-postcode Güller cancel, based on
the 7-reel de Coppet date and time design. The dot ahead of the "20"
indicates that the time reels were for the 24-hour system gradually introduced
from April 1919. Bubikon in Canton Zürich is home to the Maltese Knights
Templars, and centre of the world-wide St John's Ambulance Service.

 Recently I had the opportunity to accompany the Aarau Philatelic Club members on their visit to
the newly opened Zürich-Mülligen MLO, as mentioned in DYK before, during its rebuilding as part
of the REMA project. Even though I have seen practically all of the previous installations in
Switzerland, I was amazed, no, speechless at this 3-dimensional maze of conveyors, machines
and boxes automatically handling up to 4 million letters a day. We could not spend enough time at
the 50m-long coding and sorting machines running night and day taking the letters through at 6m
per sec (twice the previous standard speed), and there were 11 of these monsters built by
Siemens in Germany. Bags are no longer to be used in Switzerland; millions of standard plastic
boxes can be mechanically loaded into standard trucks and automatically uploaded to suit each
postman in the country. Two more such MLOs are being built to the west, probably somewhat
smaller for operation next year. To recover, cold drinks and buns were provided at the end and
questions answered.
All letters and parcels to and from foreign countries are now processed in this plant, including
Customs inspection, whether they use air, rail or road transport for higher efficiency and perhaps
faster service. Postal personnel handle the Customs procedures and collect the fees on the
increasing international parcel trade.

 In the 1930s I believe the Americans discovered, or invented FDCs. I have discovered a comment
on the popularity at the time whereby "FDC" was explained to mean "Fully Demented Collectors".
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Did You Know?
 August 2008
 We can each have our opinion about the Swiss Post Office, but you have to hand it to them for

the varieties of new ideas they bring so regularly. One of the best is the „SwissPostCard‟ which
can be ordered electronically from anywhere with one's own photo or one of theirs, which is then
sent immediately from Bern to anywhere by
airmail (as mentioned here several times
already). Now a new one has turned up in
London sent from the "efiro 2008" (Exhibition
Filatelic Romania), from the stand of the
Romanian Post with their logo "cancelled" in
Switzerland as shown here. The colours do not
come out nor the simulated teeth round the
stamp impression. CH-8059 Airport is strange,
it used to be 8058. This will be investigated.

 I received a letter with a small label/stamp (counter printed, 73 x 26 mm) on it as shown below.
Note "A Gr", A-post but heavy. The Gr (Gross) definition is: up to B4, 20mm thick, 1000g. For
about a century a letter was defined as
anything below 250g, above it was a
parcel. Now it is a bit more complicated.

 The previous six special stamps 2003/4
for the Swiss World Heritage Sites
(Z.1096-99, 1100 and 1137) will soon be
joined by two more, as UNESCO has
now approved of the Rhätische-Bahn, especially the Albula and the Bernina sections, for
preservation, as well as the unique geological situation at the confluence of mountain ranges in
cantons Glarus, St Gallen and Graubünden, The latter has been mentioned before in connection
with the shaft of light coming "through" the mountain onto the church in Elm (GL) only twice a
year.

 Another prize has been awarded to Switzerland for the three-part stamp showing the Eiger,
M6nch and Jungfrau, designed by well-known artist Bernadette Baltis in 2006 (Z.1202-04) by a
popular German philatelic journal. During the recent renovations of the Parliament Buildings in
Bern this wonderful picture was painted onto part of the protective awning on the main
scaffolding, but it was about 20m long and 7m high, surely the largest stamp in the world!

 Giovanni Balimann has written an important article about Norwegian Krag cancelling machine
used only in Basel from 1912 till 1921. This was of the so-called continuous type, usually with
impressions of both crowns; see below. This article first appeared in English in the US "Machine
Cancel Forum" (No. 220, April 2007) and now for the prestigious German Poststempel-Gilde,
study group for all types of cancellations (Gildebrief 224, Dec 2007). The UK had more than 100
of these machines, some, until recently, still in service.
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Did You Know?
 September 2008
 First an answer Werner Gattiker's question from last month's Newsletter concerning the 50c
yellow SBB coupon at the back of an envelope used on Sunday 19.10.1975. This was the charge
made for handling a correctly stamped express letter after normal PO hours on any day of the
week up till 9 p.m. at the receiving railway station, when the letter was either delivered by the
station staff or they had called the addressee to collect his letter. Werner is certainly not the only
stamp collector who has never seen one!

 The new Swiss stamp "Old Rhine Bridge" is most attractive and has many historical associations,
only some of which are mentioned in "Focus on Stamps". The story of the Irish monks who
Christianised much of Europe about 500/600 AD is well-known, but St. Fridolin is the only one to
have been perpetuated on a Swiss Cantonal flag: Canton Glarus. He had founded a monastery at
Säckingen on an island in the river Rhein, between Germany and
Switzerland.
To help support this important monastery
one of the Kings, date unknown, gave them
his lands in the region of Glarus, thereby St.
Fridolin became their patron saint and his
effigy was carried on banners during
religious festivals and eventually on the
official seals and flags. See illustrations: left;
for the oldest version known of 1483 and right; commemorating
their acceptance as 7th Member of the old confederation.
As this bridge is naturally so important to Germany (the original island has long been attached to
the north bank) they are also issuing a small sheet of 10 stamps at the equivalent rate of 70 Euro
cents. (Germany has never had A and B letter rates). Both sheetlets are printed by the State
Printing Works in Berlin. There is also a combined FDC for the
4th September and at a combined Philatelic stand in Bad
Säckingen covers will be signed by Bernadette Baltis. I think
she must be only the second Swiss to have designed a stamp
printed and issued
in Germany.
Note that according
to Swiss rules their
stamp has to be cancelled first as it cannot be the
second cancellation on the same cover, and that
applies inside Switzerland as well. See special
cancels right.

 The wide-ranging collection of Swiss stamps from the estate of the late Ralph Soderburg is to be
auctioned in November 2008 by the German auction firm of Christoph Gaertner. Contact them at
www.auktionen-aaertner.de or by email at info@auktionen-gaertner.de Ralph wrote a couple of
articles in the HPS Newsletter on his discoveries regarding fake IKW issues, but this material will
not be on sale as Mike Peter is publishing a book on the whole subject in 2009 and has already
obtained the collection. Hopefully the mystery and danger of this issue will be put to rest.

 As much of our mail today is junk, and of little interest, it‟s not surprising that the senders try to
attract attention, and many have been shown here in the
past. Here are two further examples. On the right is that used
by the Pro Patria organisation showing an Edelweiss flower
on the background of the Grimsel Pass coming down into the
Rhone valley
as shown on
page 10 of
"Focus on
Stamps"
2/2008. On the left is the latest style as required by
the SP with data matrix and concession number.
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Did You Know?
 October 2008
 The bridge stamp mentioned last month has another connection, namely the role played by the
Swiss town of Stein, Aargau, which was a major interchange post office during the coach and
horses period. Since the railways and later other reorganisations came, all this was lost. The
following cancellations show some of this history. Fig.1 is the oldest
used from 1809, but it is known that a PO existed
before 1803 (Winkler). Fig.2 is one of the "Paris"
Figure 1: 23.5 x 4.5mm
cancellers, AW group 120. The one shown is
exactly as that of Stein AG, used from 1844 to
1851. Stein is one of the very cheapest in this
group, proof of its heavy use, i.e. of postal traffic
going that way. Fig.3 is typical of several of this
general sort used for many years, AW group 101.
Figure 2: 19.5mm

Figure 3: 29mm diam.

Stein was one of the northern entries into Switzerland, not only because of the famous bridge.
The Thurn and Taxis postal service is known to have preferred this entry point for letters to central
Switzerland, from say Schaffhausen to Burgdorf, as it was then in their territory for a longer
distance than by the direct route via Zurich, which meant more in their kitty.

 In the September issue of the SBZ there is the first part of a comprehensive article by Georges
Schild on the “Introduction of the Pre-Franked Covers in 1867”. The last part will follow in
October, the "Tubeli-Briefe".

 In the same SBZ there is an article by the specialist Josef Dittli on the Hotel Posts of
Maderanerthal. He would be glad to hear from you should you have a sheet of No.1/7.

 In August 2008 the new MLO in Eclépens Canton Vaud came online to serve the Frenchspeaking parts of Western Switzerland. Not as big as Zürich-Mülligen, but with a new layout
unimpeded by any existing structures it has a capacity of about 2.8 million letters per day.
Philatelically speaking there are 6 code/sorting machines, each 70m long! Flats (large covers)
have their own machine. In the published description they mention that about 15% of all letters
cannot be handled by the machines, i.e. they must be hand sorted.

 The three MLOs of the REMA project will sort all incoming mail from letter boxes and post offices.
However, they now reveal that all letters originating in and for the Tessin will be sorted in the new
sub-centre at Cadenazzo between Bellinzona and Lugano. This will reduce the traffic over the
Gotthard.

 During the first weekend of September the Rhätische-Bahn (RhB) celebrates the UNESCO
declaration of this unique railway as a World Heritage Site; all 122km of the Albula and Bernina
sections, from Thusis to Tirano in Italy. Well deserved, and now it should become even more
popular with tourists. Don't miss it on
your next Swiss trip. The 60c stamp
issued in 1949 shows the "Viaduct at
Filisur" Z.308. The machine slogan,
right, was used at the time. On the
same cover they are quite rare and
sought after.

 Switzerland had to step in fast to help out the UPU as it had been decided that the 24th World
Congress could not be held in Kenya as planned, due to the political unrest there. Therefore, this
important Congress was held in Geneva from 23rd July to 12th August,
attended by 2,200 delegates from the 191 Member countries, held in the
Congress Centre shown on the new 1.30 stamp ("Focus on Stamps"
3/2008). See Fig.6 for the attractive FDC cancel. The UPU does not issue
binding rules, only the Congress-accepted, recommended suggestions.
This is too slow in the face of the present private domination of the world's
mass distribution systems. What next?
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Did You Know?
 November 2008
 During a big 'washing' it was sad to see the number of stamps damaged by careless sticking on,
particularly loose corners and too close to envelope edges; the top right corner is the killer.
Tearing stamps apart is also tricky. The best way is to fold-over face to face first. Invariably nonphilatelists will place the highest value of a set at the right hand end, exactly in the killer corner!

 In 2003 the Swiss National Museum held an exhibition on the Swiss Merchant Fleet during the
WW II period. I did not see this show at Prangins (Vaud), but I have now obtained a CD showing
all the exhibited documents. This revealed that some of these ships were used to bring mail
across the Atlantic. During the War Swiss food rations were less than in Britain, and would have
been worse without these ten ships. Although they were never within a convoy, none were sunk
by U-boat. "Switzerland" was painted on the hulls in large letters which were illuminated at night
by strong lights on outriggers. However one ship was sunk off Sardinia on 6th September 1943,
two days before Italy capitulated, thought to be by the British RAF by mistake (as stated in the
material in the exhibition at the Swiss National Museum). For further details of the history of the
Swiss Merchant Marine Fleet see the article by David Whitworth in the January 2001 edition of
the HPS Newsletter. I remember a dramatic illustration of a Swiss ship at night, but cannot find it
in my HNL files. Does anyone know it? I have details of these ships with text in German for
anyone interested (11 pages), or a copy of the CD can be made with texts in French or German.
Requests to the Editor please.

 The label shown below (yellow with black) was applied to all covers sent out by the Philatelic
Bureau in Bern to all Swiss customers containing their New Issues. In this case the 7th April
1960, the first day of issue of the publicity stamps (Z351-354). In this way such covers could be
put into the delivery system in good time without the risk of "clever" collectors getting their stamps
in advance and so creating "rarities" at the local PO. With this label
the postman would deliver the letter on the FD "Deliver on 7. IV.
1960" exactly. After a number of years the system was discarded,
as many collectors wanted to make up their own FDCs in time, and
all stamps were made available at Philatelic
Counters about four days in advance.

 New styles of FD cancellations are worth noting. The example here is a
representation of a plate in 3-D. Not bad at all.

 The link between
the two
illustrations (right)
will be explained
in a future article
and, I hope, solve
a recurring
problem.

 This counter-produced parcel label is new to
me as it combines signature and priority
delivery. The cost is not shown, as payment
has been made either by postage stamps or
by meter label. For the "up to 2 kg." rate,
Economy would be CHF 6, Signature plus
CHF 1.50 and Priority plus CHF 2, total
CHF 9.50.
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Did You Know?
 December 2008
 Some years ago I noticed in the old PTT Correspondence Books for the 1890s many references
to 'machine cancellers'. This I took to mean hand-operated gadgets, as electrically driven
machines from the USA first came into use in 1911. The old gadgets often failed and were sent
back to Paris for repair. The name of the firm was not clear, as agents were in between. Who
knows about French cancellations of this period?
However a few weeks ago I had the opportunity to go through the old PTT books of 1886-1889
and found that the KPD in Basel in 1886 was getting interested in cancellers used by the POs in
nearby French towns. Eventually it seems that two were ordered, one for Basel and one for
Geneva, from the Paris firm of Eugène Daguin. On the 16th March 1985 the French Post Office
issued for the „Day of the Stamp' a Fr2.10 + 0.60 stamp to commemorate his invention. He lived
from 1849 to 1888 and apparently the firm was then renamed Ch. Gousset.
These cancellers were in use in other countries from 1884 till 1967. How many were used in
Switzerland is not clear; 6 to 8 as a guess. What did the actual impression on covers look like, if
not made by Güller?

 It was mentioned in the September issue of the HPS Newsletter that
Bernadette Baltis was the second Swiss artist to have designed a stamp
for Germany. The other, as far as I know, was Beat Knoblauch, born in
Zürich on 3.5.1944. He designed a brilliant series of 23 definitives
'Industrial Engineering' issued from 1975 till 1982. Very sadly he died
during an alpine climb on 30.12.1975. An example is shown right. Always
a clear indication of the price and a dark background, steel-engraved in a
single colour. He also designed the FD cancels.

 A dealer in Switzerland is offering a full sheet of 50 of the Fr2.50 stamp (Z542, FD 2.9.76.) from
the 'Architecture and Applied Art' definitive series, showing the
weathercock on the St Ursus Cathedral in Solothurn, reprinted in 1984 on
plain paper. Instead of the standard Swiss paper with phosphor coating
used in the PTT printing works, a roll of plain paper for an order from
Luxembourg was used, which remained undetected by philatelists for
about 6 years. The price asked is 'only' CHF 1995. At least the postal
value of the still-valid 50 stamps is CHF 125.
The stamp was designed by
top Swiss designer Hans
Hartmann (1913-1991)
single colour steel
engraved. Note the
similarities with the
„Industrial‟ example above.
Over a period of 35 years he designed many
Swiss stamps. Some of his other designs
(engraved by A. Yersin) are shown below. The
`Amateur Collector' catalogue gives the names of
all stamp designers, for which we are grateful.

 On the right is a recently-found PP impression, which reminded me to wish all Members a Merry
Christmas and an interesting New Year in 2009.

 On 1st July 2009 the Swiss Post will be forced to retreat further and
will retain their monopoly on letters only up to 50g instead of the
present 100g.
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Did You Know?
 January 2009
 The Soderberg auction became a most peculiar event on 5th November 2008. It started late at 6
pm (as the last of five collections) and went on until 3 am the next morning!! I don't know how
many Swiss collectors were present, but the 1353 lots apparently did not achieve the expected
result for such a remarkable collection. Specialists will enjoy the catalogue of so much Swiss
classic and other fields.

 Another catalogue is remarkable too, that of Rapp for his auction of 24th-26th November 2008 in
Wil. It weighs 2.3 kg, beautifully bound and has just over 600 pages for nearly 1700 lots. Who can
throw such a reference book away?

 For many years I have been looking for an acceptable explanation of the 1910, and onwards,
Bahnpost/Ambulant TPO cancellations with small letters 'a', 'b', 'c', 'd' or dash after the SBB train
number. I have covers with all these letters, "d" being the rarest, while most collections have seen
none. Now I have met an experienced philatelist, Karl Böniger, who, for many years, was a PO
official in Swiss TPOs. He confirmed the easiest explanation, namely that this was to identify
multiple cancellers in the same coach for the busiest long distance trains. The applications are;
"a" for the main desk handling "Registered" or other special mail items; "b" for usual letters and
cards; "c" for items taken by the conductor at intermediate stations with "d" as a reserve. Until
now it was thought that the role was to have only one canceller per TPO, and that the letters
could indicate on
which part of the
route items were
cancelled. See
illustrations taken
from the Güller
record books.

 Another TPO question can also be cleared up, namely Werner Gattiker's registered cover shown
on Page 65 of the September edition of the Newsletter. Such letters (posted into a stationary
TPO) even if correctly franked could not be registered in the TPO as they never had the labels,
nor the receipt forms. These letters were handed to the PO at the end of the trip and were then
handled in the normal way. If there was a sender's address the receipt was sent there free. It is
hardly likely that the "label" shown was completed in the TPO. Was 371 the correct number?

 It should be noted that there were various "levels" of official mail, at different times, but usually an
additional service, such as registration, had to be paid for with ordinary stamps on the cover.

 A friend gave me a curious cover and as I look for foreign cancellations which have a Swiss
connection, the official German Special large-size cds for 10.10.1969 is
shown below. The question is; what does "450 Years" mean? What
happened in 1632 to initiate a permanent association with the Swiss
Confederation? It is well-known that the medieval town of Rottweil,
south of Stuttgart, did have a loose alliance with the Old Swiss
Confederation, which was nullified by Napoleon, together with a similar
situation in Mulhouse, north of Basel. My three history books all give
different periods for the admittedly loose ties with Rottweil. The
addressee has no idea.

 The third and last very large REMA letter sorting installation has started full operation in
Harkingen, near Solothurn. Details of the last day of older generation and first day of new are in
preparation.

 I should have mentioned it before, but last October a very useful book (spirally bound, 67 A5
pages, in Italian, French and German) was published by the group who study the new business
franking impressions, IFS etc. Titled "Repertorio Catalogo" it can be obtained for about 40 CHF.
Further details may be obtained via the Editor.
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Did You Know?
 February 2009
 There were 65 million SMS or MMS messages sent at Christmas, and the PO did their bit by
delivering more than 3 million parcels in time. There were even more electronic messages at New
Year, a record.

 Glancing through an old 2006 Chianni Auction catalogue I noticed that there were many mint
sheets of Liechtenstein stamps on offer, some of which were printed by Courvoisier in La Chauxde-Fonds, However, the perforations were clearly made by a Swiss 25-stamp harrow machine
situated in the Swiss Mint in Bern. That was a surprise for me. Now I have heard that Luxembourg
also had stamps printed by Courvoisier and perforated in the Swiss Mint. Which stamps with
exactly 25 horizontal and 13 vertical teeth were printed by Courvoisier from 1933 till about 1938?
Thank you for helping. The normal 20mm gauge system does not help with this study, especially
when catalogue reproductions are being checked.

 In Modern British and German philatelic reference books there is very little, or nothing, about
Swiss Perforating Machines, and what is said on early methods of perforating generally is usually
wrong or incomplete. For me there are three periods of special complication at the moment: the
Tell Boy, the Shields of 1924 and the low values of the Peace issue of 1932. If anyone has corner
blocks I would be most thankful if you could send photocopies to the Editor for me to study for an
explanatory article.

 The well known philatelic dealers Honegger of Schmerikon have produced another of their annual
catalogues in A5 size full of colour illustrations of Swiss classic material, stamps and covers. A
wealth of information.

 I came across the emblem of the Harmonica Club of Wollishofen (since
1893 part of the city of Zürich) and thought this was a good illustration of
how the old 1493 village arms are used today. They consist of a left-half
in gold (the dots for yellow are missing on such a small reproduction)
with 5 bars alternating in silver (white) and red (vertical bars).

 The 1932 PJ 10c has been skilfully modified by the secretary of the active Philatelia Winterthur for
their monthly programme, as
shown left. The ancient stone
is shown on another stamp, do
you remember which?

 Coming to modern times, the illustration right shows one of the new
electronic methods of communication, “BeeTagg”. The stamp was
described in Focus on Stamps 4/2007. The coded pattern can be read by
the camera in your hand to give you immediate contact with your Post
Finance account anywhere. Can I afford another ice cream?
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Did You Know?
 March 2009
 The SP announced it intends to raise the rates for letters to foreign countries and for inland
parcels. And now something new. For those with a WebStamp licence to print their own stamps,
either direct onto the cover or onto a stick-on address label, would be allowed a discount if they
handed in parcels with such a label. At the moment the SP hardly needs stamps, all franking can
be handled by the counter computer-cum-printer for
all services to anywhere, but this new development
takes a new step. Certainly useful for firms with
many different sized parcels.

 A week after the above announcement the SP
revealed another ingenious plan, 'Send Your Parcel
CO2 Neutral'. You can pay 1c-10c more, depending
on distance, which will be used to buy collectively the
usual type of CO2 Certificates. Payment in cash at
the counter or by your Web Stamp. First Day was
th
11 February 2009 with no warning. Thanks to
Giovanni Balimann I can show you the 'pro clima'
counter label as used on a letter, see right.

 The illustration below should be recognised by older Members. It has now appeared in the
German Gartner auction catalogue (Lot 3392) and poses some questions. However, after a bit of
searching, I found that I had written a two-part article on it in 1984 (See HNL or SBZ for July and
August). The gist is that at the NABA Zuri Exhibition two well known philatelists had shown
examples that they had found separately (including this example) and suggested that for the first
four mysterious booklets in the Zumstein Spezial list for 1904/5, interspace sheets of 90 stamps
were made, but not one example was kept
by the Post nor sold to collectors. Since
then I have heard nothing except that in the
Gartner auction catalogue there is a lot
(3593) consisting of two hand-written
pages, in English, mentioning the date of
1984 and, that in 1989, it had been
confirmed that the first booklet panes used
in 1904 were of the type with interspaces.
All four panes from the 5c and the 10c
booklets are shown, with perforated
margins having the control mark 11.

 As many Members are keen on Swiss trains I mention a new booklet "Bahnhöfe der Stadt Zürich"
which covers all stations with many historic illustrations. A4 sized 128 pages for CHF 25. Did you
know that there are three steep "mountain railways" in Zürich, two with two cars balanced, and
th
one is 810m long. All date from the 19 century, but all have been renovated recently. And they
never seem to stop building new stations, new lines and new tunnels, at the moment a new direct
underground line from Zürich Main Station to Oerlikon.

 THAT the preparations for the GABRA V non-competitive exhibition to be held in Bern 9th-11th
October 2009 are well under way. The sub-title is '100 Years Universal Postal Union Movement'
as Georges Schild realised that this has been shown on more stamps in the world than any other
subject during the last 100 years.
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Did You Know?
 April 2009
 At the recent AGM of the Ganzsachen-Sammler Verein more details of the forthcoming GABRA V
th

th

in Bern were revealed all for the benefit of those who make it to Bern 9 -11 October 2009, from
free entry to the special postcard. There is a non-competitive event and suitable exhibits from the
UK, USA, etc. would be welcome. As mentioned here last month the UPU meeting in 1900 is
associated with this GABRA, namely the Monument (not Movement) erected in Bern to celebrate
its 25th anniversary. The 1900 meeting of postal representatives from all over the world was to
choose, during 3 days, which submitted statue was to be accepted. Apparently no postal matters
were even discussed. Their selection has been a great success, easy to find near the station.

 The SP is getting serious about global warming, not only the Pro Clima
logo shown last month, but also the new 1fr. stamp issued on the 5th
March showing the speeding up of typical glacier melting. See the clear
article in "Focus on Stamps" (1/2009) by three university specialists on
this subject. For a number of years the fleet of postal vehicles has been in
the process of lowering their CO2 output. See right for the FD
cancellation.

 After a lot of thought and working with stamp illustrations having different sizes of reproduction I
realised that the conventional perforation gauge per 2 cm. (e.g. 11.75: 11.5) is not good enough
for many reasons. Counting the number of teeth on 2 sides is much better i.e. 12: 14 with the first
number for the horizontal side and the second for the vertical, as with the above gauge. Exact
identification is then possible even under glass. Small and large, wide or tall can be exactly
defined. The only restriction is that with linear perforation it is not always correct, but that does not
occur with Swiss stamps (for the first printing of the 1900 UPU stamps the perforation can be
called "Duplex Harrow" and is fully described in the Zumstein Specialised 2000 and earlier).
Soldier stamps, air show vignettes, PJ forerunner of 1912 etc. all have linear perforation as this
was cheaper for such small quantities and the official perforation machines were reserved for the
higher quality postage stamps, from 1862 till now. Your comments are invited, to the Editor
please.

 To recognise insidious back-dated postmarks there are some tips to help the wary, although a
number of dealers and others are against giving this type of information to collectors. They say it
helps the forgers, I say collectors should know. I will start with an example from the Güller record
book Vol. 1 page 48. The early cancellers had fine lines in the upper and lower segments but they
turned out to be difficult to clean leading to smudgy postmarks, so in 1874-75 the PO decided that
the number of about 17 fine lines should be reduced to 7 thick lines. This change was effected
with No. 2583 and 2589 (in between there are 5 rectangular cancels). See the types shown here
in full-size. Note that at this time Güller delivered cancellers set at random dates; only from
February 1881 was the delivery date used and later the
actual FD as fixed by the PO in advance. Another
curiosity; the first type is not mentioned in the AW
eight-volumes of cancellations, only the second type as
Group 143. Some collectors use 143A for the fine lines
and 143B for the thick lines or bars in correct historical
order.

 Today we have a different situation. The SP does not often clean or correctly
ink the equipment, and the counter-staff don‟t receive any hints on correct
cancelling. The illustration right shows an apparently maltreated cancel as a
decoy to make you think you have a genuine letter and not a bulk junk item.

 The firm of Honegger of Schmerikon will have a stand at the Swiss Stamp
Dealers Association's exhibition at Rapperswil-Jona on 10th-12th September
where you can view their range of classic material.
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Did You Know?
 May 2009
 The Swiss Post was prevented from raising any tariffs this year as confirmed with the new list of
April 2009. The only change that I could see was that inland letters are now limited to 20mm.
thickness, as the additional price of 2.30 Frs. for up to 50 mm. has been abolished (presumably
as it was seldom used and too expensive). No mention is made of the rates rise of 10c on
Standard foreign letter; see DYK of last month. However, for perhaps the first time, stamps have
been printed for the new rates of 1.40 (UK) and 1.90 (USA), but which have now been refused by
the official watchdog.

 The two new stamps showing the last two birds of the popular self-stick series are very attractive.
One of the advantages of the self-stick stamps is that the "teeth" are clean, complete and never
damaged ('never say never' they say). The Philatelic Bureau in Bern know that they have to be
careful about philatelic details today, so for the new issue of the "old"
1.30 stamp, but without the blue "Priority" tab, they have warned
collectors that there is a slight change in the
lower wavy-line piercing.
As this rate has now not changed, the
situation is complicated - so watch out. For
those who follow the self-stick issues, and
there is a lot of interest in them, Figs. 1 and 2
show how the two issues of the same stamp
differ. Fig. 1 shows the three "bridges"
holding the tab in place, if needed, and Fig. 2
the new version without the tab and the three tiny "bridges" (taken from the “Focus on Stamps”
flyer).

Figure 2

Figure 1

 The "Pro Clima" signet is appearing more often on mail items, and curiously the firm where
Giovanni Balimann
works, "Chocolat
Frey", was the first
in Switzerland to
introduce it on their
meter marks; see
Fig. 3 below for the
exclusive FD
impression.

 There has been a friendly change at the top of the SP organisation, but the closure of village and
small POs continues. Another group of 420 is now being scrutinised, but the opposition on all
sides is growing. Parliament insists on profit, but others nearer the ground do not want the social
contact provided by the local PO reduced. If everyone had a PO Giro account this would help as
the local agencies (Ymago kiosks in the local store, etc.) cannot accept cash. However they can
do almost everything else. The local councils are being asked to suggest answers. Another
solution is to have a "House Service Delivery". When the mail is delivered the postman can collect
mail, sell stamps, and pay out money, etc. on the doorstep, if anyone is at home when he calls.

 In the bulletin that goes to all members of the Swiss Protestant Church the Philatelic Bureau is
advertising for their new Calvin stamp issue, sheets of 20, FDCs plain covers. A good idea. Have
the bridge builders also an advert for the new stamp of H. U. Grubenmann, the 18th Century
architect from Appenzell?

 No end of trouble is being caused by the new 100c. Ice Hockey stamp as it cannot be properly
removed from the backing paper. Strange that this production error could be made by the very
experienced printer Enschede in Haarlem NL.
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Did You Know?
 June 2009
 Last month I mentioned that, according to a newspaper report, the public were having great
difficulty in getting the new self-stick stamps off the backing undamaged. As I do not get all the
new issues automatically I bought a corner block of these Ice Hockey Skates and had no trouble
at all. It seems that only part of the delivery gave real trouble. The new Trees' are self-stick and
are also printed by the same firm Enschede. They seem to be in order. Note that the thicker paper
requires more perforation holes, so here we have 13½ instead of the old 11½, which has been the
tendency since the introduction of the
SSR IV of 1985.

 I have come across a cover in an old box
which has been attacked by mites at
some time in the past. The damage is
shown enlarged here. The question is why was only one of the two stamps
attacked with the other untouched? The
15c Z.525 was issued on 30th August
1973 on chalky white phosphorescent
paper without fibres and the 5c Pro
Patria Z.128 of 12th June 1966 was on
plain white phosphorescent paper with
violet fibres. It seems clear that the mites
preferred the older paper without chalk,
but how were they affected by the
phosphorescent additive? Did they light
up in the dark corners of the clothes
cupboard?

 Heinrich Federer (1866-1928), shown on the stamp above, lived for 6 years (1893-1898) in
Jonschwil, Canton St Gallen and wrote a number of books on the
inhabitants of the fictitious village of Lachweiler. Shown here is the complete
K 818 used on the first day. One day I will check to see if this well-known
novelist was in any way related to the even better-known tennis player of
today - Roger Federer.

 There was a most interesting article in Focus on Stamps on how printing has progressed since
the days of Johannes Gutenberg, as indicated in the FD cancel of the new 100c stamp, his 'a' of
1450 and today's @, see example right. I took up their offer of a guided tour of the special
exhibition and the main part of the Gutenberg
Museum in Fribourg. The 15th Century building
houses, on five floors, a unique collection of old
and new printing machines and all the auxiliary
equipment, excellently displayed, with French
and German descriptions. The special SP
souvenir of the whole story is well worth reading,
but a bit expensive.

 In 2008 the Postauto‟s carried a record number of 115 Million passengers, i.e. 315,000 per day,
over a distance of 94 Million kilometres. However, the high cost of fuel reduced the clear profit.
Today they have the most up-to-date coaches and buses, yellow double-deckers and articulated
'bendy' buses. They have also won several contracts to operate in France and Liechtenstein.
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Did You Know?
 July 2009
 The excellent booklet mentioned last month on the Gutenburg Exhibition in Fribourg has a welltranslated text in English, but I have now noticed a couple of translator's errors, which should not
have occurred - Luxembourg instead of Liechtenstein and 'rubber ring' for the hardened steel
transfer roller used in recess printing (nit-picking !).

 The well-known philatelic researcher and writer Alex Herms has published three new booklets, A5
and in German, on the Standing Helvetia issues. No.1 on 'Production' i.e. paper, water-marks,
gumming and perforation. No. 2 on 'Printing' on the various machines used; and No. 3 for the
'Essays and Trials'. Each is full of detailed illustrations mostly in colour and with many tables of
great interest. An amazing assembly of information for collectors.

 Charles LaBlonde has reported on an extraordinary 300-page book in English by author Alex
Gundel of Cologne on all those curious postmarks on mostly bulk mail from one country to
another via an intermediate country with the lowest postage rate, etc. Some have been shown
here "SPI UK" etc. This is becoming a major industry full of new ideas and, in fact, replacing the
UPU in their home territory of International Mail with postage stamps as we know them being
side-stepped. Something for real enthusiasts who like looking for gems in various PO wastepaper bins!

 The "Zuri '09" philatelic exhibition stage II in May was a great success, but perhaps the dealers
would have appreciated more customers. I found the collections of high standard and very varied
in subject matter. Good for the future. The next exhibition will be in Rapperswil-lona, where the
Swiss Dealers Association will celebrate their Centenary with a great show from 10th to 12th
September. This will be followed by the GABRA V in Bern from 9th to 11th October. Last but not
least is the "Day of the Stamp" in Bulle, a stage III exhibition from 11th to 13th December at which
there will be a special presentation of postmark material to celebrate 50 years of SVPS Swiss
Postmark Society.

 THAT the two items shown below arrived the same day and illustrate some aspects of how mail is
handled today. The first is an example of a privately computer-produced Webstamp showing that
a nice photo does not make an acceptable stamp - too small and too dark. The data matrix is
standard on most mail, but should not be cancelled, as this makes the code unreadable. A
problem that the SP has not solved
as the Webstamp carries no date or
place of origin, only the 16 digits of
the licence number. Dater die is the
small one of 22 mm. diam. usually
used on faced mail from a post office
direct, not via a letter box. The size of
the self-stick label is 97 x 42 mm.
Rate "B" standard 85c.

 The second example is also from the new Mail Centre of 8010 Zürich-Mülligen but I have not
retouched the 28 mm. diam. dater die. The quality is above average as the date can be read
clearly. The cover has probably been faced automatically before cancelling. However "How come
only 50c postage?" The stamp used is one of the four low-values issued in September 2008 This
rate is for bulk mailings of 500 or more items (only "B" post) with a basic rate of 53c for standard
letters B5 or smaller up to 100g, together with a weight addition of half a cent per 10g. This letter
weighed 36g, giving 53 plus 2c i.e. 55c
actual charge booked to the sender's
account for each item sent. A tolerance
of about 10% is allowed, compared to
that of the stamp used. The basic rate
increases in 4 further steps of size and
weight to 1.65c.

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society (Great Britain)

Page 7

Did You Know?
 August 2009
 Surprise, surprise, an important Swiss postage inland rate has been reduced, as from 1.7.2009,
almost without warning. Large letters B4-size have tumbled 10-20% with now only two weight
steps instead of three. So now we have up to 500g; 2. /1.80 Fr. (A/B) with Registration 5 Fr., and
then up to 1000g; 4. /3.60 Fr. R = 6 Fr. Thickness in all cases 20mm max. Pity that any FDCs will
not fit onto the usual exhibition sheets unless one changes from A4 to A3 size, as some collectors
now do to increase the number of covers shown, and also in the "Open" class.

 In May I mentioned the two versions of the 1.30c stamp with and without the blue Priority tab and
it will not be the last as the rates change in the future. Keep a close check on this small variation
to the "teeth" of these self-stick stamps. The US term for these cuts of the stamp paper, but not
the backing paper, is apparently a "kiss-cut".

 The new SP management has carried on closing the least profitable POs in town and country,
and has a few new ideas; for instance - deliveries only in the afternoons to match the everspreading, early-morning collections only. Strangely the numbers of A-letters delivered within the
advertised period is dropping. But there are various definitions of "public service" available.

 In an article on the name "Zürich", as used by a number of small towns in the USA and Canada, it
was also mentioned that Asteroid No. 13025 also has the name "Zürich". (Addition to last month's
"Winterthur"). You can look up www.swissroots.org for more about Swiss settlements in North
America.

 On the 7th September 2009 Liechtenstein is issuing five series of stamps, one of which, showing
butterflies, is especially interesting. This issue is remarkable as it is the first to be produced
entirely in the Principality from creation, design to printing in sheets of 20 on self-stick paper, but
perforated and slit for the easy removal of any individual stamp from the backing-sheet. The
stamp glue is water-soluble, so there will be no trouble in removing such a stamp from an
envelope. Worldwide a new concept.

 Our sister society across the Atlantic, AHPS, has rejuvenated their popular beginners' 20-page
album "A Swiss Sampler" using themes from Swiss stamps. Pre-printed in colour with a full
description of each stamp it is a joy to behold, and should interest beginners and others by giving
a good overview of the possibilities. Perhaps you know www.swissstamps.org already? This is the
time to have a good look, especially at the long list of terms which are competently explained and
illustrated.

 Another important book has been published as No. VIII for the Swiss Postal History Society by the
well-known Richard Schafer "Schweiz – Frankreich - Transit 1798-1850". 420 pages, all
illustrations in colour, with a 30-page
summary in English. Further details, prices,
etc. from Andreas Grunewald at
prephilately@aol.com

 An attractive example of a colourful modern
PP "stamp" is shown right. Below is an
example of a design error in that the FD
cancel for this PJ issue of December 1979
(Z.271) indicated a blue background of the
arms of the shield correct red i.e. horizontal
lines instead of vertical. Do you remember,
water lies horizontal and blood drips
downwards as explained in my article in the
April 2007 issue of the Newsletter?
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Did You Know?
 September 2009
 From 1st July the SP monopoly has dropped to the new limit of 50g per letter. This, together
with the digital revolution, has resulted in fewer letters handled and a new firm, Quickmail, has
appeared which delivers letters in four Cantons around St. Gallen. The SP says that the letter
volume has dropped by 4%, but that they still have 75% of the market.

 The SP is trying out new methods of saving money, but not to the satisfaction of their private
customers. The reduced collection of mail from letter boxes, i.e. only in the early mornings
from the smaller towns and no collections at all on Saturdays, for instance. Now trials have
started in a few selected places with deliveries only in the afternoons. It is rumoured that 5%
of the 10,000 delivery postmen will be made redundant. The financial turn-down has also
reduced the amount of junk mail; and, of course, the smaller POs are closing regularly.

 In Focus on Stamps, 3/2009, there is an interesting article on Friedrich Schiller whose last
play, written in 1804, put Switzerland on the map, namely the story of Wilhelm Tell. Historians
say it cannot be proven, but I think it is likely. In 1986 a well-documented book of 300 odd
pages appeared. One of the objections was that Tell is not a Swiss name. However, there is a
th
rural village west of Zürich called Dällikon today, but until the 15 Century was written in
surviving documents as Tällikon or Tellikon and in 870 as Tellinghovon, i.e. the farm of Tello.
This is not proof for careful historians, even though today's inhabitants still call their village
“Tälike” in Swiss-German.

 As part of their reorganisation of the sorting of the millions of letters per day (REMA) there are
now only 3 coding installations in the country, Zürich-Mülligen, Härkingen and Eclépens. But
where are the letters cancelled? This cannot be determined, as it is changing constantly, but
clearly the minimum at the counter (the staff are no longer trained to cancel properly). Mail
collected from letter boxes is cancelled mainly in either of the sorting offices. The distribution of
the sorted mail by van (increasingly with “clean” electric vehicles) follows complicated routes.
This means that curious cancellers are appearing, with strange names and abbreviations. A
selection is shown below.

 A question has been asked “What has happened to the rectangular emergency replacement date
stamps?” I don't know exactly, but the last use was probably before the SP took over from the
PTT in 1998. Some “collectors” had annoyed the PTT, as soon as the news got out, with
hundreds of covers to be cancelled on last and first days etc. The answer to that was that
practically all POs received two or more normal cancellers, so if one has to be repaired or
replaced a substitute was to hand. I wonder if one of these curious and original cancellers has
been kept in the Postal Museum.

 The 130c and 180c stamps, which were “superseded”, then not, are now available from
the Philatelic Service without the Priority tab, and showing the correct cuts through the teeth.
Enough to puzzle collectors for a long time.

 I must apologise for not realising that the illustrations in last month's DYK would not (yet)
come in full colour. The “INK” is in yellow, red and blue, and of course the background of
the Schwamendingen shield is in red, see Z.271, 70c from the 1979 Pro Juventute set.
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Did You Know?
 October 2009
 The Swiss Dealers' Centenary in Rapperswil was a resoundingly successful exhibition. Being noncompetitive meant that items were sometimes presented in non-standard fashion and in other ways
often looked different. Mainly it was dealers who were showing that they were also philatelists
and revealing their treasures from all over the world. I doubt if so many
Swiss classic stamps have ever been under one roof before. Situated
between the railway station and the Lake of Zürich in the new buildings of the
local Technical College, which are very accessible, with good lighting and a
good view. There was a restaurant and plenty of seating. Altogether a
pleasant atmosphere. I had the pleasure to meet several HPS and AHPS
Members old and new. See the innovative FD cancel of the special stamp.

 The new strip of three 85c stamps for the ceremonial march of the Appenzeller livestock up to the
higher pastures and down again in the autumn is the best for this year. This has become a great
tourist attraction, but if there were no tourists it would be done in exactly the same way, as for
hundreds of years.

 It is now common to use a digital camera with anti-shake and poor-light facilities to make perfect
colour pictures which can be enlarged, copied and studied at home. So don't forget your camera
when next you go to a reference library or archive.

 GABRA V is approaching, Bern 9-11 October. There will be just over 100 exhibits, 21 dealers
and a special UPU show in eight parts. The theme is the well-known UPU monument in Bern (25
Years UPU) has been shown on more stamps the world over than any other motif. For an
unknown reason the UPU has decided to have its own show in the Berner Rathaus at the same
th
time. Additionally there will be a high level ceremony at the Monument itself on the 9 October
this being the World Post Day.

 A fellow collector of curiosities has sent me a cancellation dated 9.9.9 – 9 (see below) however
non-retouchable in average SP quality from “8044 Zürich 44 Zürichberg”. Do you remember in
1999 there was a panic that all older computers would fail at the moment of New Year 2000?
They didn't, but about 20 odd cancelling machines had never been provided with a „2‟ in the
appropriate date reel. At the time I showed some examples of how the
various POs tried to solve the problem. All were then provided with correct
reels except for 8044 (don't ask why!). Now this will be done for 2010 at
last, so this is a rare cancel and a “snap number”. Thanks to Hans Häfeli,
the self-stick stamp specialist - see the AHPS “Tell' front page article by
Richard T. Hall (May 2008) and HPS 'Did You Know?' (Dec. 2007) plus
page 59 from the August 2008 Newsletter.

 THAT you can be sent every newsletter/price list by Markus Seitz in Luzern giving the latest Swiss
ATM issues, new counter labels, etc. and their variations, by internet www.atms.ch after
contacting 22atms@atms.ch . From his latest Newsletter No.
124 I have learnt of the new WebStamp shown right, where the
short vertical bar indicates that the sender is a business
customer, for statistical purposes they say. This was possible
st
from 1 August 2009 (a National Holiday) at the Zürich Airport,
as shown by the reduced Local Publicity Datestamp with the
new Postcode of 8060.

 Perfin experts know that the large shipping firm of Danzas AG was one of the last to use this
outdated method of preventing misuse of their stamps. The example here shows the oldest use
of their “D” that I have ever seen. As their perforating plate was
laid out for the old small stamp size there are two “Ds” on the
newer, larger stamps for 2nd see the 2 of 72. This example
was used on 19.4.1972 in their sub-office in Koblenz where
four train lines cross, opposite the German town of Waldshut
across the Rhine. Perhaps you have a later example, or one
with two clear “Ds”.
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Did You Know?
 November 2009
 Gabra V was a great success, with high attendance especially on the Friday (The official
postcard is shown at the bottom of the page). There was a high proportion of exhibits from
outside Switzerland, but all were interesting, with many discussions to be seen. A lot to see and
learn. Some excellent UPU 1900 collections were on display with unique material, and many
others not usually seen. HPS Members Harlan Stone, Fred Pickard and Eric Lienhard were there,
probably others too. Two new catalogues
th
were presented at Gabra V - the 9
Edition of the Zumstein Ganzsachen (not
th
the 11 as on the title page!), in blue
cover for CHF 90 and the remarkable
five-volume Postcard Catalogue by
Martin Baer of the Ganzsachen-Verein,
with every card illustrated in colour and
described in German on separate looseleaf pages. All card prices are in Vol. 5.
The price of the Postcard Catalogue is
CHF 250 for the full set of five. It is worth it
for the club library, and libraries have a
good discount I was told.

 THAT in the Bern City Parliament there was also a UPU exhibition with remarkable historic
photos of the various designs for the monument and of the winning model. Also world-wide
philatelic collections, somewhat marred by the poor lighting. At the monument there was a high
th
level ceremony on the Friday 9 (World Post Day) to officially open the centenary celebrations in
Bern, the only city to be a home to a UN organization outside of New York, Geneva and Vienna.

 The Swiss Special Stamp for the occasion is for the UPU organisation only, and is not valid for
normal use. I have not bought it, and think all these restricted issues should be abolished at
last, or issued by the UN itself.

 At their Rapperswil centenary show, the Swiss Dealers Association introduced a new decoration,
namely an attractive lapel pin, the “Golden Dove” with a red background, for those publicising
Swiss Philately. First recipient was Hans Erni for all the stamps and cancellations he has
designed, the second Harlan Stone (very well deserved on both sides of the Atlantic) and then
from England Joseph Hackmey for his well-presented, exceptional collection of Swiss classics.

 In our library there is a copy of the 1861 edition of Murray's Switzerland (Book No. 436). I have a
reprint of the first edition of 1838 and refer to it quite often, a remarkable description of
Switzerland in those days. Try it to enjoy and learn a lot.

 Another book I constantly refer to is “Motivhandbuch Schweiz” by Ernst Schlunegger, 570 pages
showing all Swiss stamps with descriptions in German from 1843 till 1990, written for thematic
collectors, but useful to all. A similar work exists for Liechtenstein stamps from 1912 till 1984,
including postcards.

 One of the new Philatelic Bureau creations for booklet stamps is for Princess Lillifee with sparkling
multi-coloured tinsel for children. It brings to mind that a century ago practically every PO
circular threatened drastic action for those sprinkling such tinsel over greetings postcards, which as a
powder was damaging other items, etc. I must add that today's tinsel is well stuck on, so they
have learnt something since.

 Once again I thank Markus Seitz for warning all ATM collectors that as Frama no longer make
their machines the red colour is no longer available, so that the SP has to supply units with
black ink for all labels, as used for the pictorial issues. Now the older definitive with the tiny map
of Switzerland in green will have the postmark frame and date in black instead of in red. All
machines, starting in Geneva, will be modified in turn. The new paper will be printed by Cartor in
France with the map in green but sharper. More details from www.atms.ch
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Did You Know?
 December 2009
 There is an answer to the
question in last month's HPS
Newsletter by Ian Gilchrist. For
28 years I worked for this
large international firm Sulzer
Bros. in Winterthur. Here I
learnt that during the 1930s
Sulzer had a private
arrangement with the PTT that
all Express letters, perhaps
also others, from foreign
countries would be brought
immediately to them and they,
Sulzer, would pay the Swiss
Express fee of 40c. For this extra service the Sulzer gave them a supply of 40c stamps, often with
an identifying hole. The reason was that perhaps a quick answer would get them an order in
th
those hard times. The letter shown by Ian was received on Tuesday 18 June 1940 and passed
onto the Express Delivery Office, which was usually combined with the Telegraph Office, as they
had the bicycles at that time. Therefore the Telegraph Office postmark with a date later than any I
have seen before. I think I have written this explanation before for the HPS Newsletter about a
letter of April 1934, and in the BBZ for November 1986 Marcel Kottelat came to about the same
conclusion regarding two letters from 1937 that he had found.

 THAT the Swiss Postmark Society (SVPS) has now published their long awaited magnum
opus after years of painstaking work by Giovanni Balimann in 4 loose-leaf A4 books with an
incredible amount of detail on all aspects of Machine Cancellations. All the machines used are
included and explained for the first time in Volume 1. Then in Volumes 2 and 3 are all the
slogans used with their various dater dies right up to date, using all the previous slogan
numbering in the well known 13 groups. Volume 4 has the complete dater die listing, and also
the popular combinations of slogan and dater die in the order of the POs having these machines.
Volume 1 also has something new – an attempt to estimate the number of slogans available to
collectors, so that the points given to each in the catalogue does not reflect the demand for
popular slogans, but is only one factor in determining the day-to-day price, which can
fluctuate of course. Much is simpler and easier to follow than in the preceding edition of 1983.

 Another interesting work (in German) comes from the well known military historian Georges
Schild on the interning of foreign soldiers in Switzerland before and during World War I, from
1859 till 1919. Full of extraordinary detail of this not so well-known period. Price CHF 70.

 Soon after joining the HPS in 1971, in the days of Felix Ganz, Ivan Tillen and the
indefatigable Secretary Edythe Rawnsley I began to learn about Swiss Philately in depth and
sent in some new items for the Newsletter, which were accepted. To my surprise, Edythe
accepted my offer to put some bits and pieces together in a small column I called “Did You
Know?” This became my constant companion and a driving force. Your questions sent me off
into strange and exciting places to find an acceptable answer. And, of course, I met in Bath,
London and here not only the three mentioned above but a stream of fellow enthusiasts, a
privilege. However at 85 I have to go a bit slower so have decided to avoid the monthly printing
deadlines not wanting to break my record of never missing a number! That the Society is
putting all the old DYK columns onto the internet is an honour and much appreciated.

 As I cannot drop the subject, I will always appreciate your questions at mmruth@bluewin.ch ,
but don't forget to include clearly any dates -they are essential. Further, that a number of
articles are still lying around which must be cleared up for everyone's benefit.
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