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Lucerne,_

Armchair Traveller 3 -

year

by_D.F,Arthur

Like many another British visitor to Switzerland, Lucerne was my
introduction to the countr y . I have spelled the name in the
'British' way, the locals spell it Luzern! I have been back there
since and hope to go again, to this beautiful town on the banks
of the Reuss and the shores of Lake Lucerne, properly called
Vierwaldstattersee, the Lake of the Four Forest Cantons (Pro
Patria Z13 and the 1941 airmail Z32).
Opportunities for excursicits abound, particularly around the
shores of the lake; of which the main part extends some 20 miles
to FlUelen (Pro Patria Z37), with two side arms in addition,
towards Pilatus and Kiissnacht (Pro Patria Z14). A favourite trip
would be the ascent of Pilatus, the mountain which overlooks the
town,. a round trip, by gondelbahn and cable car from Kriens, which
is a suburb of Lucerne, and descending by the very steep rack
railway to Alpnachstadt on the lake. The return can be made
either by rail on the BrUnig line or by steamer on the lake, but
unless you are in a hurry, go by boat! Pilatus has appeared on
several of the small landscape series of definitives (Z195, Z202
& Z285).
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Far down the lake towards Fltielen is the RUth, the meadow
which is the shrine of Swiss independence, lying near the
lakeside. The Witli featured on stamps in the high values of 1914
& 1928 (Z130 & Z178). This same series also features the twin
peaks of the Mythen, clearly visible from the RGtli, which
overlook. Brünnen on the other shore (Z129 & Z177). Also on the
opposite shore to the Witli is Tell's Chapel (Pro Patria Z1)
where William Tell sprang ashore to escape from the Austrians.
HELV PHIL SOC NEWSLI44th yearlNo 1

Ipp 1-8 'London Jan.1990IISSN 0951-0001

Page 2

HELVETIA NEWSLETTER

January 1990

The famous water tower which stands in the Reuss, joined to the
shore by wooden bridges has featured on stamps (Z366) and
postmarks, but can also be found in cake and chocolate! The old
town of Lucerne, which celebrated it's 800th anniversary in 1978
(Z604), is near the Reuss, and is an interesting and charming
place to find a meal at one of the many restaurants. The stroll
back along the lake shore at sunset is an experience not to be
missed.
75.Aki
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Z366

Z6014.

Another famous viewpoint near Lucerne is the Rigi, which
although it is only about 6000 ft high, it is so placed that it
affords wide views of higher mountains from Sintis in the east to
the Bernese Oberland in the west. Queen Victoria was carried up
in a litter, but now you can ride on the modern successor to
Switzerland's first rack railway (Z699), built by Nicholas
Riggenbach, who appears with his rack on Pro Juventute Z101 of
1942. There is some interesting walking on the Rigi following the
line of the now defunct railway from Rigi-Kaltbad to
Ri g i-Scheidegg, from where we can descend to Arth-Goldau on the
Gotthard railway line.
Other philatelic references to Lucerne include the Cantonal
arms and costume on Pro Juventute Z3, 23 & 74 and the
architecture on Pro Patria Z44, but Wagner's house at Tribschen
has never appeared on a stamp. It is however a must for opera
buffs! It was here that the Mastersingers of Nuremberg was
written and other operas completed.
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The Transport Museum. almost opposite Tribschen on the Lucerne
shore, is worth a day to itself (Z343). It is packed with
locomotives, ships and aeroplanes, don't miss the model railway
layout of the Gotthard line (Z668,669) and the simulated ride
behind the driver of a train on that same line. Many other
excursions and walks are possible, go and see for yourself!
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THE UNDATED STRAIGHT LINE MARKS OF SWITZERLAND
FROM AROUND 1870 (continued from page 84, 1989)

by B S Clapshoe

Straight line marks were sometimes applied to mail posted aboard
steamers carrying post boxes, but no other postal facilities, on
Lakes Leian and Constance. These were landing marks, needed in particular to indicate origins of mail bearing uncancelled foreign postage stamps entering the Swiss system. This certainly was the case on
Lake Constance with See-Romanshorn and See-Rorschach (fig 21).
Although I have not seen any uncancelled foreign mail landed at Lake
Leian ports it might have applied there also as French adhesives
could (?) be used on mail while in French waters.
The Lake Leman express steamer route included eleven ports, two of
which were French (fig 22). The six landing markings I am aware of are
from four Swiss ports on this route; Nyon, Ouchy, Vevey, and Bouveret
(figs 23-28). Whether these were the only ports where mail was landed,
or the only ports with landing marks, or even if there were post boxes
on all steamers or just the expresses (again) I do not know.
r
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Fig.21. See-Rorschach
1884 Rorschach.
Posted aboard LindauRorschach steamer.
See-Romanshorn, canc.
Romanshorn seen used
with German adhesives in 1953.
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While the steamer SLs mentioned above were landing marks the SLs used
in conjunction with steamer FPOs on Lakes Luzern and Brienz were
boarding marks (figs 29 & 30). Mail was collected from quayside post
boxes, then taken aboard for sorting and cancellation. But, as with
the TPO SLs, were they struck at the box or on board?
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Clarens
Montreux
Territet
Villeneuve
Bouveret

rig.ez. Laxe Leman rapress steamer route.
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Nyon-Lac (1909-11 Gp 43) struck in black.
Ouchy -Lac (1903-4 Gp 43) Ouchy in purple, Lac
in manuscript.

Fig.24. OUCH Y
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Ouchy - Lac (1906-7 GP

43)

Vevey (1904 plus? Gp 43) Struck in violet. This
mark may at times have had Lac added by hand,
example seen did not.
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Fig.27.
ili Vevey-Lac 1907
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Fig.28.
Bouveret/Lac 1903
Struck in violet
Lac in manuscript.

,Lrett) -.. VEVEy- c
t

AP/

4;

V

Fig.29.

with

t

Saig'6
!.%/6

GERSAU

ISeltWald

Gersau 1909 (Gp 43) Luzern-Flaelen/Schiff. One
of two Gersau marks recorded for 1907 in
connection with steamer marks.
Brienzersee/Schiffpost
Iseltwsld (1911-2 GP

39a)

" 3"
Festplatz straight lines were in use in temporary post offices at some
Cantonal festivals, figure 31 being employed at the Basel Cantonal
Schützenfest (shooting festival) in 1900. Federal festivals of many
types had appropriate but place-wise anonymous special event cds and
so, in theory, had no need for a SL, but one was used at the Federal
Gymnastic Fete in 1900 at Chaux-de-Fonds (fig 32). Why this SL was used
along with a special cancel, a fete cachet, and a ode of Chaux-de-Fonds,
is a mystery. A number of marks within the same group (46) were used at
Chaux-de-Fonds station in conjunction with TPO marks between 1899 and
1904, and a further number of Gp 43 SLs between 1884 and 1904.

Pig

Fig.31''FESTpLAT7 Festplatz 1900 (Gp 43) Basel/Fil.Spalden. Used
4
- at the Basel Cantonal Schitzenfest.
,421

4Uk de- FON

1 5 'II it,

'

apte—pwrintru. — ylauusw

7...,

Nur tür die*Adresse.

P

7

111110 0-3

,

3
8

:1

37 r*f-2

N Fig•32.
Chaux-de-Fonds 1900 (Gp46)
Fete Fedérale Gymnastique
(special event cds); Fete
Fedérale/Gymnastique (cachet
for registration labels?);
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THE NORTHERN GROUP 1950 to 1990

by R A Hoyle
At its meeting in Leeds on March 3rd the Northern Group will celebrate its 40th anniversary with a display of stamps and stationery
issued since 1950.
The Group was founded by Laurence Moore MBE, FRPS 1, and held its
first meeting in Leeds on April 29th 1950. Mr Moore had been one of
the earliest members of the Helvetia Philatelic Society when it was
founded in 1947 and, spending much time in London, he naturally attended most of the meetings.
Mr Moore was so pleased with the success of Helvetia and the Newsletter that he felt a group would be appreciated by Swiss collectors
in Yorkshire. The Yorkshire Philatelic Association had issued a list
of all society members and their collecting interests, so to every
member who showed Switzerland he sent an invitation to attend an exploratory meeting at the Great Northern Hotel in Leeds, at which it
is thought about eight attended. Further names of Helvetia members
living in Yorkshire and Lancashire were obtained from Mrs Rawnsley,
who was secretary of the Helvetia Philatelic Society, and this helped
to extend the membership.
At the first meeting Mr Moore was elected Chairman and Mr G F Ellis
Secretary, and a committee was formed consisting of Mr Moore, Mr Ellis
and a Mr J A Eastwood (who was also Secretary of the Halifax Philatelic
Society) to arrange a series of meetings and displays to commence in
the October.
Four members provided short displays at that first meeting, Mr Moore
showed Ancient and Modern, a full range of Cantonals with Zurich 4,
Double Geneva, 4c Vaud and Basel Dove, and some partially reconstructed
sheets of Rayons. He also showed a colourful array of Soldier Stamps
from both wars. Mr Ellis showed the Salvage Stamps and Railway Centenary stamps in full sheets, and an almost complete collection of
Tete-b g che and Se-tenant, from the Tell Boys to the latest Landscapes.
Mr Eastwood contributed a collection of the Pro Juventute and Pro
Patria issues, while Mr Eugene Egly, formerly of Luzern but long resident in England, brought along one of his famous Pandora's Boxes,
crammed full with bundles of early issues which he had collected as
a boy in Luzern from 1880. Among his titbits were colour trials of
the Standing Helvetia, and a used block of
, of the 1 fr gold of 1881.

13

(to be continued)

X

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1990 - If there is a cross here
then your
subscription is still outstanding: Get out your pen and do it NOW.
You can also p ay by bank transfer to Barclays, East Grinstead Branch,
sort code 20 28 51, a/c No. 30462438 'Helvetia Philatelic Society'.
THE CHRIS RAUCH LITERATURE AWARD - Your vot e is urgently needed in
order to announce on April 11th 1990 ,the wi:nner of this prestigious
award. The Pen and Penholder is given to th e member who in the opinion
of the majority has written the best piece of Philatelic Research in
the newsletter in the past year. Chris was a great pursuer of facts
and this award is in remembrance of all his hard work. Previous
winners have been Michael Rutherfoord, Mrs E J Rawnsley, Denis
Wilson, Adriano Gervasi and Mr R S Johnson.
Please send or phone your vote to the Hon. Secretary.
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London Meeting of 13th December 1989
The Chairman and 14 members were present. Apologies for absence were
received from Mrs E J Rawnsley, Messrs Payne, Slate & Kuriger. Mr
Pickard introduced a new member, Mr John Ager.
The PTT monthly list of new additions to their library and data base
was available for members to consult. In future it will be available
at meetings before being filed in the society library.
Mr Pickard presented his follow-up discourse on the Small Landscape
issues, making particular reference to his enlightening day spent at
the PTT printing works. The machine used in printing the 1934 issues
is now a museum piece in the works, but in search of a permanent home.
Mr Pickard went on to describe the No. 4 Helvetia machine used for the
1936 landscapes onwards, and the mysteries of surface printing, recess
printing and photogravure as performed by it. Examples of trial prints,
the surface printing first, then with the recess on top were seen. The
cylinder printed sheets of four panes of 50 stamps each. Examples of
sheets for counter use, booklets, but not coils, were shown. Attention
was drawn to the differences at the bottom left corner of the sheets;
at first no dates and no cylinder numbers, then I, II, III, appeared.
Also displayed were the perforation holes extending into the margins,
firstly one, but two after 1946.
The two different double type impressions on the Sc were shown, Nos
25 and 43 in the pane. An article in the BBZ in 1985 had dealt with
the printing errors on the 20c St. Gotthard and enlarged photocopies
clearly illustrated the different varieties.
The Landscapes are found with the Official overprints, and with the
overprints of the various international organisations based in Geneva.
Mrs Bidmead displayed a few pages of the stamps printed for booklets,
with the different interspacings employed.
Finally Mr Pickard produced covers and other items showing the
correct usuage of the individual stamps for their nominated values. As
a result varieties occuring on the 20c San Salvatore provoked discussion,
the 2nd cross, the mountains in the clouds, the missing bricks down
the left side of the church.
Mr Pickard announced, amidst laughter, that he had much further
research to do. He closed the meeting wishing all members the compliments of the season.
M 0 Bidmead
Northern Group Meeting in Leeds on December 2nd 1989
Mrs V Davis from Hull entertained members with a display of Postal
Stationery covering many aspects of this fascinating and extensive
subject. She described the many types of stationery issued since 1870,
and began her display with a comprehensive study of the attractive
Bundesfeier cards.
The rest of her display covered a variety of cards and envelopes
including: the first cards of 1870, the UPU of 1900, 1914 National
Exhibition cards and envelopes, and 1939 National Exhibition cards
and letter cards. Then followed cards from the Postal Museum in Bern,
cards for the 100th anniversary of Swiss Railways in 1947, the Centenary of the Federal Post in 1949, and Air Letter sheets. The display
was concluded with Railway freight arrival cards, privately printed
stationery, a study of the 10 & 20c cards with small pictures, and
various modern cards issued for special events.
R A H
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-that those who pay their Swiss bills by International Giro (the
quickest and cheapest way) have noticed that the Swiss Giro account
number, has been extended by an additional digit, e.g., 84-8297-1.
This so-called Check-digit should indicate an error of transcription
in the main number. The PTT have now told me how this complex check
is made. Anyone interested can send me a few empty UK stamp booklets
for the answer.
-that Luzern 2 Bahnhof is becoming mechanised. They have a flats-sorter,
and will get letter coding and sorting plant in operation in March.
This is the first such installation outside the "big 5" and ahead of
Winterthur and St. Gallen, 6th and 7th largest places.
-that auction houses have raised their percentage of the knock-down
price to 18% on all lots to cover purchase tax. Foreign buyers cannot
be exempted.
-that Hans Schwarzenbach can accept lots until the middle of February
for his last auction before Helvetia Geneve 90.
-that the Fonoteca 90c stamp of the 2nd Specials set was clearly the
worst of 1989. I liked the 750 definitive.
-that the 2nd Sport stamp, with surcharge, has been a flop. I have
seen only one used on cover. Counter sales are near zero. The millions
handed out by sponsors for a few spectacle sports have had their
effect on the man in the street, or on the PO counter sales.
-that on the 1st December at the official "Day of the Stamp" exhibition
in Stdfa, on the Lake of Ulrich, also a Grade 3 competition, the
President of the Fund for Furthering Philately, Charles Baumann, presented three prizes for literature; namely to Arthur Wyss for "Die
Post in der Schweiz", Dr G Balimann (as editor) for "Postgeschichte
Aarau", and to the PS Valais/Haut-Leman for their publication "Rhone
Philatelie" which appears every 3 months. This is a new development.
-that StAfa used to be the second largest place in the Canton of
Ztrich, and the special cancellation shows the "Patriot" from one of
the fights between Ztrich town and country of 1795.
-that Stdfa is also the home of Th. Gut & Co., publishers of a wide
range of interesting books, many on ships and railways. A set of
eight covers the railways of the region, at SFr8.00 each a good buy.
-that the Helvetia Geneve 90 PTT block will contain four stamps of
50c nominal value, with a total price of 3fr. Date of issue 6th Sept.
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS IN FEBRUARY
3rd - Northern Group - Annual Competition
14th - London - 1900 UPUs, discussion & display by Mr V J Mitchell.
24th - Sussex Group —1900 UPUs, display & talk by Mr V J Mitchell.

.1. S. ARMSTRONG
POSTAGE STAMP DEALER
Recent articles in the Helvetia

Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored,
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
cmllectinr_ vnu Rtill naafi tha

485 MARINE ROAD,
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF
Phone (0524) 414055

benefit of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.
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Buy the new
ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1989/90

available of September 1990
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zumsbein
etropa
1989/90

Prices

Postal fees for Europe:

Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe

North
Middle
South
East supplement

SFr.
SFr.
SFr.
SFr.

25.-25.-25.-8.--

SFr. 8.-SFr. 9.-SFr. 9.-SFr. 12.--

SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN 1989/90
in colour, german/french
NEW: with price tendencies!

zunl*Aain
schomAz
lechbenebein
mmd90

paper cover
spiral binding

SFr. 13.50
SFr. 14.50

SFr. 7.-SFr. 7.--

Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our Agent in Great
Britain: VERA TRINDER LTD., 38 Bedford Street, Strand, London WC2E 9EU
For direct orders to Zumstein, please use our postal account:
Berne 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank
you:

ben
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ZUMSTEIN + CIE, propr. Hertsch + Co.
P.O. Box
CH-3000 Berne 7/Switzerland
Phone: 031 22 22 15, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH

Do you know our monthly newspaper the "BERNER BRIEFMARKEN-ZEITUNG"? We send you
gladly a specimen copy free of charge, with no obligation whatsoever.
Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
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44th year

by Charles

WHAT TIME IS IT?

LaBlonde

J

Recently, while doing some work on an exhibit of machine cancels, I
found the need to understand a bit more about the time as shown in the
cancels. Just in case anyone else is curious let me share what I think
I learned. The information is chronological.
The earliest cancel machines, delivered in 1911 by an American firm,
came with Arabic numbers 1-24 to show the time. The Swiss put these
machines into service as delivered. The numbers show the last full
hour and the next full hour. The cancel in figure 1 was between 8 and
9 a.m., and that in figure 2 between 8 and 9 p.m. (somebody was working
late on New Year's Eve in 1912).
Figure 2
Figure 1
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But there was a problem. At that time in Switzerland the 24-hour
clock was the official way to tell time. Hand cancels, timetables, and
other official documentation showed the time in Roman numerals for a.m.
(I-XII) and Arabic numerals for p.m. (1-12). For example, "XII-1" was
noon to 1 p.m. The PTT modified the crowns to the standard system; the
exact date is not known but cancels I have indicate it was around July
1914, at least in Geneva. I don't know if all the machines were changed
simultaneously. Figure 3 was processed between 10 and 11 a.m. and that
in figure 4 between 6 and 7 p.m.
continued on page 14
Figure 4

Figure 3
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by R A Hoyle
THE NORTHERN GROUP 1950 to 1990 (contd from p 5)
During the first year Mr Moore published and distributed four bulletins.
These describe in detail the Group's activities, thoughts and development during those important first 12 months, and copies are preserved
in the Society records. Your writer is also a proud possessor of these
four bulletins which were given to him by Mr Moore some years ago.
It is of interest to note that Helvetia members were automatically
members of the Northern Group (or North-eastern Group as it was known
at the time) and did not appoint a Treasurer until the first AGM in
May 1951. At this meeting Mr J A Eastwood (a founder member also of
the Halifax Society) was appointed Treasurer, an office he has held
with distinction ever since, combining it with Secretary between 1953
and 1959, and also on three occasions that of Chairman.
A programme of meetings was published in Bulletin No. 2 and these
were held in the Leeds Philatelic Society room at Kirkgate House, Leeds.
Bulletin No. 3 is interesting in that the first mention is made of Mr
J N Highsted in the report of the meeting of January 13th 1951, when
he showed his collection of Soldier Stamps. Mr Highsted was to become
one of the Group's most distinguished members, and from April 26th 1952
until the AGM on April 29th 1972 (when his retirement forced a move to
smaller quarters) all the Group's meetings were held at his 'Philatelic
Home' in Bradford. The four rooms of his large house which were devoted
to his hobby were an Aladdins Cave for the Swiss enthusiast, and both
John and his charming wife will always be remembered by those members
who were fortunate to join during that period. They were indeed the
'Great Days of the Northern Group'.
The group held their 1972/3 meetings in Halifax, but this location
did not prove very successful so a more central meeting room had to be
found and from September 29th 1973 meetings were held at the Central
Library in Leeds. Although the room was not ideal for displaying stamps
it was, however, only a few minutes walk from the station. Perhaps we
had all been spoilt at Mr Highsteds. It was certainly a change to have to
leave the meeting room at a fixed time, pay for room hire, no afternoon
cup of tea and cakes, and no longer able to browse through Mr Highsted's
seemingly endless supply of new, unusual and interesting material.
These were perhaps some of the least successful days of the Northern
Group, and for a few years the meeting attendance was causing concern.
There was, however, a hard core of enthusiasts and your writer was most
grateful to the regulars who carried us through this difficult period.
While the quality of the material and the enthusiasm shown at meetings
was never in doubt, the average attendance fell until in 1977/8 it
reached the lowest level in the history of the Group.
It was, therefore, decided to move to a new venue with better facilities, and on April 8th 1978 the Group held its first meeting at the
Lawrence Oates School in Leeds, where Helvetia member Mr G D Wilson was
Headmaster. Although some distance from the centre of Leeds the school
proved to be an excellent venue with plenty of room for displaying
stamps and storing the display frames, no parking problems and perhaps
just as important there were now facilities once again for making the
afternoon cup of tea, which had always been such a feature of the days
at Mr Highsteds.
Coincidence or not the fortunes of the Group, as far as attendance
was concerned, began to improve almost at once, and over the next few
years reached the highest in their history. Sadly Mr Wilson had to
take early retirement through ill health and it was decided to move cp
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once again to another 'home'. Since September 20th 1986 meetings
have been held in the room used by the Leeds Philatelic Society
near the centre of Leeds.
Throughout the last 40 years members of the Northern Group have
figured prominently in the Yorkshire Philatelic Association. Mr
Moore was for many years Chairman, and four members have signed
the 'Register of Distinguished Yorkshire Philatelists', which
was inaugurated in 1976 to record and recognise the achievements
of Yorkshire Philatelists and their services to philately.
The Group have also, on numerous occasions, visited other societies
in Yorkshire, while individual members regularly present 'Swiss
Evenings' at their local societies.
Like many other organisations your Northern Group would welcome
some new and younger members, but I am sure the enthusiasm shown
towards Switzerland and Swiss Philately by our members will continue
to ensure the success of the Group I have the honour to serve as
Secretary.
The Northern Group is holding its 40th Anniversary Meeting in Leeds
on March 3rd and it will be devoted to stamps, postal stationery and
other items which have been issued over those years. The Chairman,
Mr D Cairns, extends a warm welcome to any Helvetia member wishing to
attend this meeting. For information on how to get to the meeting room
at Centenary House in Leeds, please contact the Hon. Secretary who will
be pleased to send details and a map.
The Alpine Passes - At the meeting of the Northern Group in Leeds on
p
January 6th Mr Hoyle dis p layed about 300 sheets from his Al ine Passes
collection, including the history of the Diligence and Motor services
over these great alpine routes.
He began by looking at the layout of the Alps and the passes, recalling some of his own holiday memories, showed examples of cancellations
from many of the now closed mountain offices. His display covered the
Gemini, Klausen, Grimsel, Furka, Susten, Simplon, Fluela, Maloja, Julier
and Bernina passes, and was illustrated with old and modern postcards
and his own photographs.
He also displayed some sheets of trial prints, a complete mint set
of 18 of the 1939 Kartenbriefe for the Virich Exhibition, and a selection of the 1944/5 Postautostrecken Karten all featuring Alpine Postal
R A H
Coach routes.
The Hon. Treasurer wishes to thank the Anonymous Member for their
generous donation to the Society's funds.
Forthcoming meeting in London - March 14th, Postal History - That is
it all about? Presented by Mrs M 0 Bidmead. Come and find out
SPRING STAMPEX is from February 27th to March 4th, Horticultural Hall.
.... marks the spot if you have not paid your subscription EXCEPT
if you have paid by standing order ( the Hon. Treasurer will not find
out until he gets the statement at the end of the monthY or if you
have sent it 2nd class (or even 1st!) and it is you know where.
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BOTH HALLS Royal Horticultural Society
Greycoat Street & Vincent Square, London SW1

Send S.A.E. for your FREE ENTRANCE TICKET (not usable on first day).
The Show opens daily Wednesday to Saturday 10.30 - 19.00,
Tuesday 12.00 - 19.00 and Sunday 10.30 - 18.00.
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Superb mint condition, lightly hinged unless otherwise stated.
Only 5 each available at these prices (all prices VAT inclusive).
POSTAGE:

(usual price)
63A
64B
114
"
1 22
"
1 2511
"
"
1 35/3 (open 8) "
1 42
163/166 set
1 94/200 set
252/R1 (rare retouch) USED
II

"

II

"

II

"

II

"

II

"

TETE BECHE: K7II
AIRMAIL:

FRANCHISE:

E 87.50
E 19.25
£ 45.00
E 12.50
E 15.75
E 63.00
£ 63.00
E 67.90
E 1 9.25
£ 70.00

(usual price)E 59.50
II

II

II

II

II

II

ONLY
ONLY
ONLY
ONLY
ONLY
ONLY
ONLY
ONLY
ONLY
ONLY

E
E
E
E
E
E
E
E
E
E

67.50
15.00
35.00
9.00
12.00
47.50
47.50
47.50
15.00
50.00

ONLY E 45.00

E 7.00
E 1 0.50
E 31.50

ONLY E 5.00
ONLY E 7.00
ONLY E 24.00

14Bz/16Bz set UNMOUNTED £ 57.50

ONLY E 40.00

7
12
15
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25 c. Centenary of the Union of Swiss Philatelic Societies In the autumn of 1890 the Berrie
Philatelic Society invited the nine stamp collectors clubs the country then boasted to send delegates to a
central meeting to be held in the capital on October 26. Aarau, Basle. Lausanne. Lucerne and St. Gallen
responded, and today's Union can be said to date essentially from then. Before the year was out, the
societies had already been asked to vet the draft regulations for a commission to oversee Swiss
postage stamp issues. The philatelic societies of Neuch5tel, Winterthur and Zurich now also joined,
bringing the number of societies in the new organisation to nine, with 298 members. The Union of Swiss
Philatelic Societies, headquartered in Zurich. now counts 145 societies with some 20 000 members.
From its humble beginnings pulling together a few regional groupings, the Union has developed over the
last 100 years into a finely meshed organisation covering the whole of Switzerland. It publishes its own
magazine. 'Schweizer Briefmarken-Zeitung ' (Swiss Postage Stamp Journal), in addition to providing
other services. The Union's purpose is to promote stamp-collecting with the help of courses, exhibitions,
publications and other activities. Last but not least it maintains vigilance against counterfeit stamps and
unfair competition.
The Centenary stamp designed by Burkard Waltenspül, Basle, depicts two stamps which were in circulation at the time of the founding of the Union, as well as the Union's emblem.
35 c. Zurich Rapid Transit System The Zurich Rapid Transit System, a joint undertaking by the
Canton of Zurich and Swiss Federal Railways, will be inaugurated in May 1990 after 7 years' intensive
construction work. The completion of the 'S-Bahn', as it is called in German - S happily standing for both
'Stadt' (city) and 'schnell' (rapid), 'Bahn' meaning railway-will mark the implementation of the publictransit answer to the growing problem of short-haul periurban traffic. The S-Bahn network covers a total
of 380 km of railway line. At the heart of the system is a new section of track approximately 12 km in
length. 7,7 km of this runs under the city of Zurich and the suburb of Zürichberg, turning Zurich main railway station from a terminus into a through-station. On most of the 14 S-Bahn routes, the trains will be
ti metabled to run every half hour, with more frequent services during peak periods. The new rapid transit
network will not only make many commuters' lives easier, it is also designed as a feeder system for mainli ne departures from Zurich central and is ideal for travel to and from many of the city's schools, trips to
events in town, visits to friends, etc. What is more, passengers will be able to transfer between trains,
buses and lake steamers on the same ticket.
Several Swiss firms have collaborated in building the new rolling stock. The elegant double-decker train
compositions are a striking feature of the burgeoning new era of public regional transport. A locomotive,
two centre passenger cars and a control trailer make up an approximately 100 metre long trainset. When
necessary, two additional trainsets can be hooked up to the basic unit, making a composition capable
of carrying a total of 1200 people. - The stamp was designed by Beni La Roche, Zurich, and shows an
S-Bahn trainset locomotive and control car.
50 c. Assistance for Mountain Communities Switzerland counts several hundred small and
rather poor mountain communities which derive no income from tourism or water concessions and
whose own slender tax bases do not provide anything like the funds needed to finance expenditure on
necessary infrastructure. The cost of water supplies, nursery schools, medical care, rehabilitation of alpine pastures, conservation of avalanche protection forests, safeguarding and maintenance of road links
and other essential public works and services often represents a crushing burden, even after deduction
of all government subsidies.
In such cases, Assistance for Mountain Communities, a non-profit institution founded in Zurich on 31 October 1940, comes to the rescue by securing financial contributions from cantons, local authorities and
private individuals or by filling the gap from its own resources and annual collections. Since its inception
it has been instrumental, directly or indirectly, in channelling 120 million Swiss francs to several hundred
communities in all the mountain cantons.
Maintaining the vitality of our mountain communities is the most effective means of stemming the drift of
population from the high valleys and hence of preserving our alpine heritage as we know it.
In the commemorative stamp, Bernadette Baltis of Zumikon has succeeded in reducing to a common denominator the character and activities of the mountain farmers in their stark landscape.
90 c. 1990 World Ice Hockey Championships The Swiss Ice Hockey Federation (SEHV) has been
entrusted with the task of running the A-series World Ice Hockey Championships from Apri116 to May 2,
1990. A total of 40 games - 28 in the preliminary round followed by six each in the final and elimination
rounds - will be played at the Allmend ice stadium in Berne and the Patinoire Communale St-Leonard in
nearby Fribourg. The world's eight best ice hockey nations are eligible to participate; these are currently
the Soviet Union, Canada, Czechoslovakia, the Fed, Rep. of Germany, the USA, and the Scandinavian
countries of Sweden, Finland and Norway. - The Championships are not only a focus of interest in
Switzerland and for the expected 200 000 on-the-spot spectators but also represent a highlight in the
sporting calendar of the world in view of the ever-increasing popularity of ice hockey across the globe. A
major sporting event of this kind is therefore a visiting card for Switzerland as a whole all over the world.
The last time the A-series World Championships were held in Switzerland was in 1971, in Berne and
Geneva, though the city of Fribourg hosted the B-series in 1985.
The stamp was designed by Roland Hirter, Berne. It shows a scene from a-modern game of ice hockey
and reflects the dynamic spirit which is the hallmark of this fascinating team sport.
Definitive stamps: People at Work The 'People at Work' series of definitive stamps inaugurated last
year with two values is devoted to traditional occupations and will gradually replace the Zodiac series.
The new stamps show people at work in their trade in both traditional and contemporary settings.
The designs for the whole series are by the well-known illustrator Walter Haettenschweiler of Zug. The
steel engravings are by Pierre Schopfer, La Chaux.
3.75 fr. Fisherman Professional fishing is an ancient trade and one which is close to nature. Its origins are lost in the mists of time when men lived from hunting and gathering. Protein-rich fish is in great
demand in our markets. In inland areas and landlocked countries like Switzerland, fishermen not only
supply these markets, they also operate hatcheries, thereby bearing ultimate reponsibility for the propagation of the different species.
The stamp shows a scene from the daily work of a professional fisherman: hauling in the net.
Definitive stamps: Animals The new series of definitives which is gradually being brought in to replace the Mail Transport series is devoted mainly to pets, farm animals and working animals, though
others often found in the vicinity of the human habitat are also featured.
The new series will cover values from 5 to 90 c. (the lower charge band). The choice of animals as a
theme reflets regular public demand.
50 c. Cats Along with the dog, the cat is our most popular pet, a trusting, cuddly bundle of fluff particularly beloved of children. And no self-respecting farmhouse is complete without a cat and its litter of
young playing or sunning themselves in the yard. '-All the stamps in the series were designed by the
well-known Basle illustrator Celestino Piatti, with steel engravings by Max Muller, Bern.
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What time is it - continued from page 9.
For the next complication we move on to 19th April 1918 when Switzerland
adopted, by law, the 24-hour system for all official times. This did not
lead to an immediate change; machine crowns were changed during a period
of transition ending about 1921. Morning (a.m.) time was shown by Arabic
1 -12, afternoon (p.m.) time by Roman numerals 1-XII or Arabic 13-24;
this causes some confusion for the postmark student. For example, was
figure 5 processed between 11-12 a.m. (old system) or 11-12 p.m. (new
system)? My guess is that it is still the old system because the letter
is dated only 11 days after the law was passed. An interesting search
might be made for machine cancels with Roman times after mi4-1918.
Figure 6

Figure 5

5 f.,-ivp

\GA/V
XI-X11
I •V
1 9 8

-::

r.,L111116.44:i
1111•17-:
.1

T 9-10
23 VH
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`'.. 444t,

1

9 Z I ,cz•

POSTAUX
M1SENT Btt

UP/I R4
---------- -.0

In any case the 24-hour system became standard; figure 6 was cancelled
between 9-10 a.m. and figure 7 between 6-7 p.m. With two exceptions,
the time was shown in this way until the introduction of the segmented
crown. The exceptions were Basel 1 and St. Gallen 1, where only one
number was used to show the time from 1936 to 1954 (figure 8).
For completeness, note that the current segmented crowns have only
one number to show the time (the current hour); figure 9. Any comments,
questions and observations are welcome. Reproduced from Tell, 11/88.
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Report of the London meeting 10th January 1990
The Chairman, Mr F Pickard, opened the meeting and presented apologies
from Mrs E J Rawnsley, and Messrs Bulstrode, Harbon and Ager. As there
was no business to be discussed, Geoff Hubbard was asked to continue his
saga of the Postage Dues, the period from 1956, the hand cancelled large
'T' and the T in circle. From 1954, owing to a lack of postage due
stamps, POs were using definitives and the normal cds. Naturally some
disputes occured and offices which had T cancels took the initiative
and began to use them. The Ts were official from January 1956, and from
1960 all issues of stamps were used, not just definitives.
Problems arose in assessing the amount due, especially on incoming
foreign mail. The forwarding office should pick up the underpayment and
note the due; the receiving office was then responsible for assessing
the amount due, affixing the dues, and taking collection. From the
covers displayed it was seen that this was not always the case. The
display showed a general spread of covers clarifying the points, and
problem covers, followed by a run of both types of Ts on various issues.
Mr Balmforth gave a very comprehensive vote of thanks, including a
M 0 Bidmead
special 'thank you' for the hand out Geoff had produced.
Stamp World London 90 - Friday 11th May - remember that the Society
has hired a room for the afternoon - reserve the date now.
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Did you know?

M Rutherfoord

- that the Postmen definitives are to be replaced by a series of domestic animals, 5 to 90c, starting with a cat on 6th March 1990. The
lesigner is Celestino Piatti, winner of the 'secret' competition, who
did the unsuccessful PJ animals of 1967 & 8, but the new ones are in
an improved style.
- that extensive use of the present 50c cylinder caused more wear than
could be repaired by re-chroming, as a new transfer operation is no
longer considered practicable (which means that possible double impressions are excluded).
- that the PTT has been under pressure for years to produce such a
'popular' thematic set of stamps, but the opponents will have a field
day with their criticism of them being not specifically Swiss.
- that the pudding cap worn by the postman in the 50c stamp has not
yet been generally introduced (I have seen only one, in Versam-Station)
so the general public don't recognise him. Also there have been
comments that the car shown is too obviously a VW Golf.
- that the PTT has decided to computerise all existing Swiss cancels.
However the existing well-known numbering of the K, S, A and machine
cancellations will be kept, as well as those of the 8-volume Stempelwerk. This systemisation will allow a specific postmark, or range of
marks, or marks of a place or time period to be called up. What would
be of great assistance during the planning stage would be if members
would think out typical questions and send them to me. Later specialists
will be asked to help in their particular area.
- that according to Jann Etter in the NZZ there were the lowest number
of new cancellations, special, K, and machine of the 80s last year, 216.
- that Hans Schwarzenbach suggests in his latest 'Postgeschichte' that
an International Postal History Society should be formed to cover the
whole complex subject. Any comments direct to him at: Oberdorfstr. 8,
CH-8024 Ztrich, Switzerland.
- that the 80 & 90c definitives have been available in 1000 rolls for
about a year now, unknown to collectors. These should be collected as
strips of 12 as they are made up by hand from sheets.
- that, as a footnote, the PTT have announced, to staff only so far,
that during the predicted shortage of 50c definitives, until 6th March
the horrible Lugano Fonoteca 50c will be on sale. The new printing has
a most peculiar acrid smell, surely worth a catalogue note:
* Supplement 4 of the K-cancels catalogue will be published at
* the end of March. Price 18 Sfr. inc. p & p to GB or USA.
* If enough members are interested in GB a bulk order would
* reduce the price. Write now to the Hon. Secretary.

J. S. ARMSTRONG

485 MARINE ROAD,
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF

POSTAGE STAMP DEALER

Phone (0524) 414055

Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the

benefit of being able to look at

material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.
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SWITZERLAND MAXIMUM CARDS
YEAR

NUMBER

1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1983
1985
1985
1986
1986

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

ZUMSTEIN

PRICE

635
£3.00
644
2.00
651
70p.
674
1.80
698
70p.
699
70p.
715
70p.
716
70p.
725
75p.
726
75p.
1980 PTT SOUVENIR FOLDER containing Zum. 651, 653, 654, 655, 656, 658, 659, 660,
661, 663, 667, 668, 669, 671, in English, French, German
or Italian £2.65 each or £10. set of four.
1987 PTT SOUVENIR 200 YEARS OF TOURISM FOLDER containing Zum.752-755 and the
Miniature Sheet English edition £4.65.
SWISS POSTAL MUSEUM CARDS.
I have a good selection, including the early
Messenger Series.

I. G.STAMPS PO.BOX 15,HARROGATE, NORTH YORKS. HG1 1SL

Buy the new
ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1989/90
available of September 1990
Prices

zumsbein
europa

Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe

North
Middle
South
East supplement

SFr.
SFr.
SFr.
SFr.

Postal fees for Europe:
SFr. 8.-SFr. 9.-SFr. 9.-SFr. 12.--

25.-25.-25.-8.--

1989/90
SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN 1989/90
in colour, german/french
NEW: with price tendencies:
zumstein
schwe'rz
iechbensteh
1989/90

paper cover
spiral binding

SFr. 13.50
SFr. 14.50

SFr. 7.-SFr. 7.--

Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our Agent in Great
Britain: VERA TRINDER LTD., 38 Bedford Street, Strand, London WC2E 9EU
For direct orders to Zumstein, please use our postal account:
Berne 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you

bein

ZUMSTEIN + CIE, propr. Hertsch + Co.
P.O. Box
CH-3000 Berne 7/Switzerland
Phone: 031 22 22 15, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH
Do you know our monthly newspaper the "BERNER BRIEFMARKEN-ZEITUNG"? We send you
gladly a specimen copy free of charge, with no obligation whatsoever.
Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
g
pq
hy RPM Renro ran}-lins ( Mlinh
PlninIncso+es-o
T.tr9
Print

tr)

UDC 656.835(494)
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Queries — Help!

44th year

Members need information
What do you know?
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The label is on a parcel which started in St. Gallen (65 label) and
Special tarif marked on it; it collected a Basel CFF a Iondres 538
and Basel 15 trst. S.B., as well as this label. In GB a GWR Gresham
Street 6d Prepaid Parcel Stamp Label (date unclear) was added before
it continued to Bristol. This label states "The packages are to be
delivered in Switzerland to the Post office of the locality". Who
knows what about this service?
Edge block of four Z 152, 5c orange with straight-line "COINTRINAERODROME (..?" probably 'GENEVE'. Was this a postal cancel or one
used by the customs service?
Customs (or revenue) label for 5fr. "for special authorisation",
with customs cancel. Printed in green and red. What was, or is, this
fiscal used for?
ANY information to the editor. Someone must know something so tell
the rest of us. If you have any queries send them in; this is what
your newsletter is for:
HELV PHIL SOC NEWS1,144th yearlNo

3Ipp 17-24ILondon

Mar.1990IISSN 0951-0001

March 1990

HELVETIA NEWSLETTER

Page 18

THE ANNUAL COMPETITION is being held this year on Wednesday April 11th
at 6.45 p.m. in the Victory Services Club.
The competition, in two sections, is open to all members, one entry
in each section. If you are not able to take your entry yourself send
it by post to the Chairman, to arrive by Monday 9th April. Judging
will be by popular vote as usual, by all those present so that everyone can gain some experience of judging.
HELVETIA SILVER CUP - Entries of between eight and twelve sheets can
be of any postage stamps, charity issues, airmail, specials, postage
dues, officials, miniature sheets, flown covers, or anything except
postal history. Thematic entries will be judged as part of the Cup
Competition. The Cup is awarded annually, to be returned by competition night. If won three times in succession by the same member it
shall become his or her property and the Committee shall provide a
new cup for the next year.
MOORE TROPHY - Entries of nine sheets on any aspect of Postal History.
Awarded annually; to be returned by competition night.
Let um see a good number of entries. If you are not competing then
turn up and help judge, you are sure to learn something.
There will follow a discussion of the programme for next season.
The Annual General Meeting of the Northern Group will be held on
Saturday 7th April 1990 in Leeds.
The Sussex Group meet on 21st April for a display of Soldier Stamps
of World War II by Mr R W Peerless.
The Seminar in Chippenham on Saturday 21st April will include Swiss
Airmails by Mr Alex Newall, Landscape issues by Mr F Pickard and
Members' Displays. Some tickets still available from Mrs W Lamblet
14 Brooklands, Totnes, Devon TQ9 5AR or phone 0803-866041 now.
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THE UNDATED STRAIGHT LINE MARKS OF SWITZERLAND

FROM AROUND 1870 (continued from page 3)

by B S Clapshoe

The most proflic use of Slis however was in Postal Acceptance Stations
(PAS), offices which did not have the status of a post or sub-office
but were a facility which could be anywhere basic postal needs were
required. Hamlets, small villages, remote hotels, inns along post
coach routes, hospices, places where the volume of business did not
warrant a post office proper. Unlike TPO SIas which were very rarely,
if ever, struck across the adhesive, occasionally it did occur at
these PAS, at some places the rule rather than the exception (figs
33-43).
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Pig.34,OBERRICKENBACH Oberrickenbach/( Nidwalden) 1914 (1904-25 Gp 43)
Wolf enschiessen
Village PAS
(NIDWALDEN)
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Montfaucon

Montfaucon 1910 struck in violet (Gp 46a)
Saignelegier
Village PAS
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at least that
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' ViSSENSTEIN

Weissenstein/bei Solothurn 1900 (op 47)
Solothurn
PAS in the Kurhaus Weissenstein.
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GORNERGRAT
( ZERMATT )

Pig 39*

°

1902 (1889-? Gp 43). PAS in the
Schweizeralpenclub Hotel.
SL is recorded used long after,
cds for Maderanerthal dated
probably a sub-office from
date.

Gornergrat/(Zermatt) 1899 (1898-1904 Gp 45)
Zermatt
PAS in the Kulm Hotel.

r
Pleiades/(Vaud) (1913-4 plus 1923 Gp 45)
LES Pt_ UA 0 S Les
Blonay
PAS in the mountaintop res(VA u to

taurant Chatel des Pleiades.
Fig.40.
GEMMI-PASSat

(WA

LL 1 )

Fig.41. La FORCLAZ
(VALAIS)

Fig.42.

Gemmi-Passhöh4/(Wallis) 1900 (1899-1900 Gp 45)
Leuk-Bad/Loeche-Bains
PAS in the Hotel Wildstrubel at the head of
the Gemmi Pass. route Kandersteg-Rhone valley.
By 1902 this office had a eds.
La Forclaz/(Valais) (1905-10 GP 47)
Martigny-Ville or Chatelard-Frontiere. PAS
in the Hotel Fougere at the head of the Col
de la Forclaz, route Martigny-Chamonix.

(1899-1900
JULIERHOSPIZ Julierhospiz
Samaden.

plus later use Gp 43)

PAS in the Hospice near the summit of the
Julier Pass, route Tiefencastel-Samaden
(Rhine valley-Upper Engadine). The Julier
Hospiz SL was in use until 1944 when the
name became La Veduta due to the regional
language change to Romansch. This later mark
was still being struck by favour in the 1970s
(see the HNL, July 1974).
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Fig.43

Bernina Hospiz (1875-6 blue? 1876-83 blueSamaden
green Gp 43) PAS in the
Hospice near the summit of
the Bernina Pass, route Samaden-Tirano (Upper
Engadine-Adda Valley, Italy).

BERNINA HOSP1Z

I must admit to being completely in the dark regarding the origins of
these PAS and would be grateful to be enlightened. Probably the main
reason for their appearance was the rapid expansion of tourism and the
extra mail generated. Many places had SLs for only a short period
before being issued with a standard circular date stamp, which might
imply a PAS had been upgraded to at least a sub-office. A few Sla are
recorded used after the issue of a ads which could mean the sub-office
reverted to a PAS; the SL was retained at the sub-office and used in
an emergency, or the mark was struck by favour on request.(fig-44).
By the mid-1920s only a handful of PAS were left, the rest by this time
up-graded to post or sub-office, or closed down.
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Fig.44.St Petersinsel 1951 (plus 1907-23 Gp 44) Twann (earlier dates
cancelled Ligerz) Temporary (?) PAS in monastary converted to hotel
on an island in Lake of Bienne. Office opened during conferences.
Taken by steamer to Ligerz or Twann.
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St Gallen Wyl(St Gallen)
1889 Amb No. 57
Card to Wattwyl taken
aboard TPO at St Gallen
but not cancelled.
Dropped at Wyl station
and collected by the

Wyl-Ebnat TPO of the
Toggenburgerbahn.
By this date two SLs
on mail most unusual.

It is hoped this article has been of some use as a basic introduction
to the later straight lines even though so much of it is conjecture and
probably full of inaccuracies. I trust those whose knowledge of SLs is
greater than my own will correct and expand this 'straight' forward
aspect of Swiss postal history.
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OVERSEAS LETTER RATES

by Geoff Hubbard

....... .. - P - U .........
within Europe outside Europe
to 15g
to 15g
1
1
1
1

Jul
Jul
Apr
Aug

1876
1877
1879
1881

1 Jun 1883

1 Jul 1892

50
25
50
25
40
25
40
25
All UPU countries to 15g
25
All UPU & non UPU countries
to 15g
25
All countries to 20g

Oct 1907
Aug 1916
Oct 1916
Feb 1917
Jan 1921
1 Mar 1921
1 May 1921
1 Oct 1924
1 Jul 1948
1 Apr 1959
1 Jul 1971
1 Jul 1974
1 Jan 1976
1 Jul 1981
1
1
1
1
1

25

25
40
30
40
50
60
70
90
90

Non-UPU
to 15g

Germany/Austria
to 15g
10
10
10
10

35-195
25-195
25-135
50-135
75

France
to 15E
20
20
20
20

10
Germany/Austria

20
France

10

15

Germany/Austria &
France to 20g

Add for next 20g

10
Germany only..15
add Austria.... 15
now France .... 15
G + A + F = = = 20
15
25
20
25
20
20
25
25
30
30
40
50
60
50
80
70
80
30
15

CEPT
CEPT

* up to 50g
In order to complete all the postal rate listings, perhaps members
who know the rates above those that have been listed both here and
in previous articles, would submit their findings to the editor for
future publication. Still to come in this series are: Overseas postcard rates, Overseas printed paper rates, Reply-paid postcards, the
Inland letter & postcard rates, Inland Printed paper rates.
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Report of the London Meeting of 14th February 1990
The Chairman, Mr F Pickard, opened the meeting presenting apologies
from Mrs E J Rawnsley and Messrs Payne, Harben and Mistely. He was also
pleased to say that Mr J A Eastwood, a stalwart of the Northern Group,
had been given Honorary Membership. Sadly he had to report the death of
member Mr J E Wilson of Sherborne, Dorset.
Mr V J Mitchell then presented the results of his studies and research
over the years on the UPU issues, primarily the 1900 stamps and postal
stationery. The run-up to the issue on 2nd July 1900 had been very short
covering the design, trials and test periods, probably responsible for
many of the faults and vari6ties to be found. The last day of issue was
the 31st December 1900. The first pages presented were his Stampex-BPE
exhibit of 1989, showing plate identification and major plate flaws.
Next came a selection of the 5c and 10c UPU cards and various cancels
including the first and last day special Bern cancellations. Then came
the 1924, 1949 and 1974 issues, and the United Nations Organisation UPU
stamps. Mr Mitchell then presented what he called the 'nitty gritty',
working through the 18 varieties as given in the Zumstein Specialised
Catalogue, and then the 'fun' sheets, a 50 stamp cancelled for each
date between 2nd July and 31st December 1900.
Mr D Houtris expressed the appreciation of all present for the highly
technical and informative display, and concluded by saying he spoke
with much envy for he had been attempting to do similar work on the
M 0 B
1900 issue, but had still a long way to go!
Northern Group Competition
The results of the Northern Group Annual Competition, which was held
in Leeds on 3rd February and decided, as usual, by popular vote, were
as follows:
PHILATELIC - Mr P Vaughan, Perforated Sitting Helvetia.
AERO-PHILATELY - Mr D Hope, Airmails to Britain 1940/44.
(The above two entries were voted joint winners of the Highsted Cup
and the Moore Bowl.)
POSTAL HISTORY - Mr P Vaughan, Mobile Post Offices.
POSTAL STATIONERY - Mrs V Davis, Privately Printed Envelopes.
THEMATIC - Mr D Cairns, Around the Zurichsee.
R A H
New Honorary Member
I am pleased to announce the election Of Mr J A Eastwood as an Honorary
Member. He joined the Society in 1948 and in 1950 was a Founder Committee
Member of the Northern Group. He served as its Secretary from 1952 to
1959 and has been Chairman of the Group on three seperate occasions. In
1987 he was invited to sign the Register of Distinguished Yorkshire
Philatelists for his services to the Helvetia Society and to the
Halifax Philatelic Society.
F Pickard, Chairman
The Packet Secretary asks members to check their additions when they
buy things from the packet. It is taking more time than it should to
double-check and then chase members for the mistakes. Check it again!
For Sale - A run of the Newsletter from June 1973 to December 1984 at
the cost of the postage only (weight 71b), from Jim Urquhart, Orchard
House, Church Lane, Brigsley, Grimsby, S Humberside, 0472-823491.
( A run of the Newsletter, 1967-88 fetched £40- in auction recently,
so you are reading a 'valuable' assets Hon. clltor.)
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by M Rutherfoord

YOU KNOW?

- that an attentive reader picked up my error about the reprint of the
50c commemorative; it is not the Lugano Fonoteca as this is for 90c.
Sorry, I was right about the smell though.
- that the PTT will be selling the PP booklet in the same way as the
PJ booklets, i.e. it can be put on standing order. This makes the first
'unofficial' booklet of 1989 most attractive, to those who have one
Prices have doubled again.
- that Luzern 2, the new PO between the railway station and the lake,
started coding trials on the 8th January, but the official opening is
the 5th March. However they still do not have an ALP machine so there
has been no 28 mm town die yet.
- that in May the SVP will issue the 2nd Supplement to their two-volume
Handbook of Swiss Machine Caiicellations,'covering the years 1988 & 1989,
with all slogans illustrated.
- that the PTT have stated that they have studied self-adhesive stamps,
but have concluded that they are uneconomical, environmentally damaging,
and would not be liked by philatelists. I am glad and think the trials
in other countries will confirm this.
- that on the 5th March Liechtenstein will bring out a 'Penny Black' for
SFr1.50; but why did they use the corner . letters P, E and not P, L?
- that the FL Handbook has been extended,ind corrected, with the 31st
Supplement, making 2200 pages in all. I doubt if any other country has
been covered in such detail.
- that the Palexpo Exhibition Halls are situated virtually at the airport in Geneva. So don't forget the GENEVE 90 from 5th to 16th September.
The last National in Geneva was in 1943!
- that at last I have found a canceller with only two stars, i.e. with
no text between. See below, Basel Flugplatz.
- that this brings me to a question. As a non-specialist 'Air' collector,
I have a theory, namely that only those covers cancelled with 'Poste
Aerienne', 'Flugpost', 'Luftpost' or 'Posta Aerea' were actually flown,
and that this cancel was never used for any other postal purpose. Other
cancels could be used for flown covers, as I am referring mainly to
commercial mail. See the first three cancels. The second group of three
are typical examples of sub-offices situated at the airfields of Basel,
Geneve and Nrich only. That means that such cancels with the word
'Aviation', 'Aeroport', 'Flugplatz' do not prove a flown cover. Have
members any comments or observations?
S A dyiN
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Recent articles in the Helvetia Newsletter have indicated some of the
many sidelines which can be explored. If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to keep to more straightforward collecting,
you still need the benefit of being able to look at material in your
own home, with the time to search for those items which best fit in
with your own studies. Let me, therefore, send you selections on
approval or against your Want Lists
J S ARMSTRONG, Postage Stam p Dealer. 485 Marine Road, MORECAMBE LA4 GAP
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Telephone: 0423 523152

I LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU
Buy the new
ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1989/90
available of September 1990
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Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our Agent in Great
Britain: VERA TRINDER LTD., 38 Bedford Street, Strand, London WC2E 9EU
For direct orders to Zumstein, please use our postal account:
Berne 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you!
ZUMSTEIN + CIE, propr. Hertsch + Co.
P.O. Box
CH-3000 Berne 7/Switzerland
Phone: 031 22 22 15, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH

Do you know our monthly newspaper the "BERNER BR/EFMARKEN-ZEITUNG"? We send you
gladly a specimen copy free of charge, with no obligation whatsoever.
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THE SO-GALLED KOCHER STAMPS

by Dr. Max Gribi
Translated, with permission, from the
BBZ, January 1980, by Dr John Barrett

The Swiss Kocher stamps are the only known advertising labels with an
imprinted postage stamp. Advertising labels are known since 1885 and
came from Australia and New Zealand. After 1900 this idea was taken up
in Germany, i.e. by Jean Marie Farina (eau-de-Cologne), in the Netherlands, in France and Austria but especially in Switzerland. Advertising
labels were available in the USSR from 1923-29, and they were officially
issued from the post offices.
All advertising labels were first affixed to the letter or postcard
and afterwards the postage stamp was affixed over the advertising stamp.
Jean Kocher, from Chaux-de-Fonds in the Jura, was the first to be fed
up with this double sticking business which was very time consuming.
He negotiated with the post office stamp control at Bern and they agreed
on 28th May 1909 that he could imprint the postage stamp on the advertising label. The stamp picture corresponds to the changed drawing of
the Tell boy (type 1, string in front of bow) in values of 2 & 5 c, as
well as the Helvetia portrait in the 10 c value (Z 117, 119, 120).
The Kocher advertising labels were available in violet, green, blue
and red, each with a white centre for the imprint of the postage stamp.
On the top line, in white, is written A Kocher & fils, Magasins de
l'Ancre, on either side is indicated the business - Confections and
Nouveautes, and on the bottom line the main shop, La Chaux-de-Fonds
and the branch, Vevey on Lac Leman.
The consent to print the Kocher
vh;;,
stamps was based on an incorrect
interpretation of a directive issued
Messieurs ma.uir 47771
N
r
ktaI ink September 1907 by the Head Post
Office which allowed personalised
A. KOCHER & FILS
letters, postcards and wrappers to
Ztk
ASINS DE L'ANCRE
be imprinted with postage values
\lart0"
provided there was a minimum order
LA CHAUX-DE-FONDS
of 500.
Jean Kocher acted quickly: on 7th
Postcard showing the 5 c Tell boy June 1909 he placed an order for
with the left side imperforate
A ',OCHER FlL
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2000 postage stamps to be imprinted on his advertising labels. Each
value was printed on each of the colours of advertising labels. At
the end of June 1909 another 10 000 Kocher labels were printed with
the 5 c Tell boy. The total issue consists of 500 each of 2 c in four
colours = total 2000, 3000 each of 5 c in four colours = total 12 000,
and 500 each of 10 c in four colours = 2000, altogether 16 000 stamps.
Tha Kocher stamp values 2 & 10 c, as well as the first printing of
5 e, were printed in sheets of 20 stamps in five rows of four stamps
without perforations. The second printing of the 5 c stamp were issued
in larger perforated sheets. The specialised catalogues value the perforated stamp higher than the imperforates.
That this makes sense is debatable: from the 2 & 10 c values about
30% are perforated on all four sides, 20% on two sides and 50% on three
sides. With the 5 c value the proportion of perforated to imperforate
is in sharp contrast, there are much fewer of the imperforates. Around
89% of all Kocher stamps are perforated on all four sides, 8% on three
sides and only 3% on two sides. The expert is always delighted to be
offered a 5 c Kocher stamp perforated on two sides as cheaper than one
perforated on all four sides, which is 26 times more prevalent.
On 13th July 1909 the 'mistake' was discovered by the stamp control
office in Bern and they wrote to Mr Kocher, in French: "The use of
overprinted advertising labels has led to confusion among post offices.
We are therefore obliged to refuse any further orders for the printing
of these stamps."
After Jean Kocher refused to return the unused stamps, even after an
offer of compensation, he was allowed to use up his supplies. This was
possible until 31st December 1942 when the Tell boy and Helvetia issues
of 1909/1911 were withdrawn. A claim for compensation by Mr Kocher
against the PTT was refused as Mr Kocher had printed another 60 000
labels during that time. During 1950, according to Mr Kocher's estimate,
there were 8000 Kocher stamps of 5 c value in circulation, of which
about two-thirds were in the USA, of the 2 & 10 c value stamps there
were about 300 each used and unused, on letters and all colour borders
inclusive. In my opinion the 2 c stamps are the rarest value as they
were date stamped for use in advertising mailing shots and the recipients mostly threw them away. In the last 15 years (up to 1980 Ed.)
despite extensive searches, I only found two 2 c value stamps on letters
, - -.-----, ---against thirty of the 10 c value.
s FILS
A KOCHER a FILS
A KOCHER a FILS
A KOCHER a FILS A KOCHER LA4CF,
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Dr Barrett remarks that Jean Kocher would be today's marketing executive for his cunning advertising method (with more than a little help
from the PTV.). Two questions come to mind: Have any of the 60 000
labels survived? and, will we ever see a collection of Kocher stamps
in a competitive exhibition?
Sussex Group Meeting listed in the programme for Saturday 21st April
has been cancelled to clear the way for the Chippenham Seminar being
held the same day. Instead Mr R W Peerless has consented to show his
Soldier Stamps of World War II at Brighton on Saturday 13th October,
1990. Confirmation will appear here and in the programme later.
Geoff Holden from Perth, Western Australia would like to thank all
those who showed the true spirit of philately: Mr F Pickard, Dr Ralph
Soderberg of the USA, David Russell of Herne Bay PS (a non-member),
and M. P Guinand from Switzerland. After my cry for help with the
Standing Helvetia in September 1988 these good folk provided me with
enough information to keep me in reading material for a very long time.
'To the next 40 years' was the toast proposed by the Chairman Mr D
Cairns when a large attendance of Northern Group members celebrated
their 40th Anniversary in Leeds on March 3rd with a glass of wine, a
special birthday cake, cheese and Swiss biscuits.
Members were also delighted to hear that their founder member, Mr
Arthur Eastwood from Halifax, had been elected an Honorary Member of
Helvetia, and he was also presented with a Swiss pen to mark his 40
years as a committee member.
During the afternoon six members combined to produce a colourful
and comprehensive display of stamps, cancellations, postal stationery
and unusual items issued since 1950. All members agreed that it had
R A H
been a most enjoyable and memorable afternoon.
HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY at STAMP WORLD LONDON 90
The Committee has booked ROOM B in the north-west Hall from 2.15 p.m.
to 5.45 p.m. on Friday 11th May. Members are invited to take this
opportunity to meet other members, and to view displays by members
on a wide and fascinating range of subjects. We look forward to seeing
as many members as are able to come along. Also taking place that
afternoon, but in another room, is a talk on Switzerland's Amazing
Railways by Dr A M Goodbody. Members have been invited to this by
the Railway Philatelic Group.
An exhibit not to be missed at London 90 is the impressive Standing
Helvetias by Dr R B Soderberg, one of of 'overseas' members.
The Times 28th February 1990 reported: In Switzerland - where a gust
of 144 mph was recorded near the Jungfrau mountain - two trains were
blown on to their sides, including the Glacier Express which was
flipped over on the 6,600-feet Oberalp Pass. Several of the 160 passengers were injured, though none seriously. Two people died in the
D F A
storms elsewhere in Switzerland.
RONALD A G LEE RDP FRPS L
Helvetia lost a good friend when Honorary Member Ron Lee passed away
on 10th March. His wide interests and enthusiasm touched many collectors around the philatelic world and his departure leaves us the poorer, but richer, for having known him. Our sincere sympathy is extended
to our President Mrs Alma Lee FRPS L.
F P
I am sorry to have to inform members of the death of Mr A Yates of
R A H
Darwen, Lanes, who had been a member since 1960.
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The fimateur Collector Ltd
5).0.13ox 7o.242, LONDON N2 O W, trw3Goimmd

at

Phone 348 0296

189

189

Alexandra Palace, London
3-13 May 1990
We invite our friends from the Helvetia Society to visit us on
where our superb stock will be at their disposal.
In fact, on this occasion our stock will be the finest ever (H.L.K
has been "hoarding" for this important Exhibition).

STAND No.189

If you think you cannot visit "LONDON '90" but want to
treat yourself to something special to commemorate the
event please send £1.50 for our latest booklet of superb
material, for the first time with many items illustrated
in colour. Naturally, the £1.50 cost is deductable from
your purchases ex. this booklet.

AT THE SHOW WE SHALL ALSO OFFER A LARGE SELECTION OF BARGAIN
COLLECTIONS, RANGING FROM A FEW POUNDS TO MANY THOUSANDS OF POUNDS INTERESTING MATERIAL FOR ALL POCKETS.
I look forward to see many of my old friends and making new ones.
MAKE OUR STAND YOUR MEETING POINT!

H. L. KATCHER
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TAKEN FROM TELL - The Voice of the American Helvetia Philatelic Soc.
The AHPS last year conducted a poll of its 425 members. Almost 122
replied: We have 350 members (not bad when you consider the respective
populations of the GB and USA) but why are our members so reluctant
to put pen to paper? If three people reply to a query in the Newsletter it is a miracle. Among other things Tell members wanted to see
articles on: Specialised material, flaws, varieties; Forgeries, fakes
and detection thereof; Airmails and flights; Soldier stamps, military
and internment; Plating of Rayons; Booklets, tete-beche & se-tenant;
anything historical; Strubels; in that order. Well what do you know
about any of these that you can tell other members about. Don't let
the knowledge be wasted, write it down:
One technical question appeared again; like leap year, you can count
on this question reappearing, "What is verge paper?" Henry Ratz goes
on to say: Well, verge paper is a fine writing paper made with cotton
fibre content either by hand or slow machines. The metal mesh of the
screen, through which the water drains away from the paper mass, remains
visible in the finished sheet as a fine, light grid of parallel lines.
However, no such paper was used in the production of the few Swiss
stamps that are so indicated in the Zumstein Specialised. Note that
Zumstein specifically says, "similar to verge paper". The pattern
that can be seen by holding these stamps against a light source is
that of fine, slightly less opaque parallel lines about 1-1.5 mm apart.
The source of this pattern "imprint" was deteriorating packing blankets
on the impression cylinder on the stamp press, following hours of high
pressure and vibration. Simply stated, the felt fabric mesh backed with
vulcanized rubber started collapsing, creating high and low spots. The
high spots squeezed the slightly moist fibres of the paper web as it
was passing through, thus rendering them more transparent.
The one-third of Tell members who have accounts with the PTT for
new issues spend some £90 a year on average. How much do our members
appreciate the New Issue News we publish free for the PTT? Would we
be better publishing the articles you are going to write on the items
mentioned above?
Useful addresses in Tell which may interest members are:
ATM and coil collectors may be interested in joining the Swiss Coil
Collectors Group (Schweizerischer Rollenmarkensammler Verein) which
publishes a bi-monthly German language information bulletin. Membership is SFr. 35-; address is: Dr H Widmer, Markircherstrasse 38,
CH-4055 Basel. Swiss maximum card collectors may wish to join the
Association Maximaphile Suisse which publishes an annual French language bulletin and provides a new issue service for MKs. Address is:
Case postale 289, CH-1217 Meyrin 1; membership is SFr. 30- and there
are remainders of prior years' MKs available.
Don't forget the fourth supplement to the K-Cancels catalogue was
published at the end of March. If you want to order through the Hon.
Secretary then write NOW. Otherwise make do with the few below:
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POST OFFICE REGULATIONS or THE GPO GOES MAD!

by Marc Guillon
This postcard suffered from a severe case of bureaucracy. The picture
side shows reproductions of Swiss stamps around a vignette of Aesch in
Canton Basel. The sender added a short message and sent it on its way
to Birmingham from the station as it has Ambulant No 2 cds for 8VIII 05
and route 1553.
When it reached London 3 days later it seems to have upset someone as
they scribbled "Circulation in United Kingdom illegal" across the top
with an indelible pencil. It has the circular 'Returned letter office,B'
cds of Aug 11 05 London and a purple boxed "Contraire aux Reglements/
Contrary to Regulations" added as well.
To prove the point the poor card was sent back to Switzerland and
arrived in Basel on 28 VIII 05 - XII. Someone added 'Aesch' in blue
crayon and sent it on. It was cancelled in Aesch 28 VIII 05, twenty days
after it set out. As the sender had now returned home how did the card
find its way to a dealer's stock in England. More important though what
were the Regulations that caused all this unnecessary work?
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HELVETIA GENtVE 90 - 5 to 16th September 1990 at PALEXPO GENEVA
It was reported in the SBZ last month that entries for this National
exhibition had now closed. Some 15 philatelists will be presenting
documents and stamps in the Court of Honour; 18 Judges will be participating in the class reserved for them. In the highest class of the
competition 30 exhibitors will be competing for the Grand Prix d'Honneur of the Exhibition. In the traditional philately class the exhibits
will be mainly Swiss, but with some other European and overseas, and
these will be displayed in 1038 frames. Collections devoted to prephilately, postal history, and regional philately, 69 exhibits, will
occupy 581 frames. Aerophilately is represented by 23 collections, and
thematics by 57, with 500 frames available. Finally the collections of
Postal Stationery, Maximum Philately and others number 19. All classes
have slightly more than 3000 frames alloted to them to which must be
added the 450 frames that will be filled by the Junior class. For those
interested in Swiss philately this is an exhibition not to be missed!
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Did you know?

by M Rutherfoord

-- that mourning stamps will be issued on 5th June by Liechtenstein, •
SFr.2- for Princess Gina and SFr.3- for Prince Franz Josef II, both in
sheetlets of eight stamps.
-- that on 27th February (also from the March issue of the BBZ), in the
old UPU building in Bern, the English-based Philatelic Music Circle
presented the Robert Stolz Trophy to the brothers Eugen and Max Lenz
for their Pro Patria stamps of 1988.
-- that the Lenz brothers have designed 59 Swiss stamps. At the above
celebration PTT Director Clivaz also announced that the unending series
of Jubilee of this or that is to be stopped, or at least reduced. Other
more popular series will be introduced. At last the penny has dropped.
-- that the PTT Museum in Bern has been closed since the 1st of March,
pending removal to the new premises down the road at Helvetia-Strasse
16. Festive opening on 23rd June 1990. Will I be invited? Doubtful.
-- that for the recent new issues two K cancels were found which fitted
the stamp fairly well. The 50c cat was matched to the village of Watt
(K350a:61) with its slogan of "am Katzensee" (as there is no cancellation showing a cat). For the 50c special stamp Madiswil (K445:41)
was chosen as it shows a left-handed scyther. The scyth is normal but
the man had made a deal with a farmer that if he could, left handed,
mow a certain field by sunset he could marry the daughter. He did, and
so they lived happily ever after, so says the legend, but it suits the
stamp very well. The special PTT covers for the individual stamps are
used for such efforts. See the illustrations below.
-- that the SVP are ready to publish the 2nd supplement to the M Handbook of Swiss Machine Cancellations. The price is SFr.21.50, inc. p & p
in Europe and SFr.25.50 to the USA and elsewhere. Cheques, in Swiss
francs, can be sent to E Klinger, PO Box 157, CH-9642 Ebnat-Kappel, or
by Giro transfer (free from GB) to "SVP Hauptkasse" 80-38059-7 Zurich.
Swiss price is SFr.19-. This update covers the years 1988 & 89. Don't
forget the 4th supplement to the K Handbook is also on sale now with
payment as above: SFr.15-, Europe SFr.18- and USA SFr.21-.
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J. S. ARMSTRONG

485 MARINE ROAD.
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF

POSTAGE STAMP DEALER

Phone (0524) 414055

Recent articles in the Helvetia

Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the

benefit of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.
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ITZ . E 1Ft ILIA. !NI
IS MY SPECIALITY

STAMPS, POSTAL HISTORY, AIR COVERS,
MILITARY MAIL, POSTAL STATIONERY
THEMATICS

ALEXANDRA PALACE
3-13MAYMO

n

STAND 152

. •;„

I. G. STAMPS (I. GILCHRIST)
bffilf96?fr)
c-24/
SEV472
90
ALEXANDRA PALACE
3-13 MAY 1990

P.O. Box .1 5, Harrogate., North Yorks HG I I SL, England
Telephone: 0423 523152

I LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU
Buy the new
ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1989/90
available of September 1990

;;; lm
am :Tvii
zumsbein

europa

Prices
Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe

North
Middle
South
East supplement

SFr.
SFr.
SFr.
SFr.

25.-25.-25.-8.--

Postal fees for Europe:
SFr. 8.-SFr. 9.-SFr. 9.-SFr. 12.--

1989/90
SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN 1989/90
in colour, german/french
NEW: with price tendencies!

zumsbein
schweiz
iechbensbein
1989/90

paper cover
spiral binding

SFr. 13.50
SFr. 14.50

SFr. 7.-SFr. 7.--

Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our Agent in Great
Britain: VERA TRINDER LTD., 38 Bedford Street, Strand, London WC2E 9EU
For direct orders to Zumstein, please use our postal account:
Berne 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you:

ZUMSTEIN + CIE, propr. Hertsch + Co.
P.O. Box
CH-3000 Berne 7/Switzerland
Phone: 031 22 22 15, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH
Do you know our monthly newspaper the "BERNER BRIEFMARKEN-ZEITUNG"? We send you
gladly a specimen copy free of charge, with no obligation whatsoever.
Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
— .

UDC 656.835(494)
HELVETIA
ISSN 0951-0001
PHILATELIC CI
SOCIETY
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44th year

STATION MAIL by Felix Winterstein, member of SASV reprinted from

the BM of March 1984 & translated by D A Pashby.
Among the revised domestic postal rates of 1895, coming into force by
federal decree on 1st January of that year, there appear for the first
time instructions for the handling of so-called 'Station mail' (sec. 48).
According to the first clause of this section "The Chief Post Office
can in certain cases permit franked, non-registered mail (letters,
newspapers, etc.) to be collected on the arrival of the mail train at
the station by the addressee, or by his agent, authorised to collect
such items of post and in possession of a document of authorisation".
In certain conditions the delivery of urgent mail to the addressee
could be greatly accelerated, and even the Express Delivery service,
quite apart from its high cost, could not deliver as quickly.
Of course this new service did not come for nothing. "For the special
treatment of Station mail a handling of 1 Fr. will be levied on each
addressee monthly", (clause 2), and "it is expressly to be noted that
the charge mentioned in Figure 2 is to be levied on each individual
item of post regularly received" (clause 5).
Further conditions are set down in clauses 3 & 4. "This special
treatment can only be accorded to letters, newspapers, etc. clearly
designated in advance, which have been given in to the post office by
registered senders and which are forwarded on a regular basis on a
specified train to the destination". Furthermore a written application
had to be submitted, in which the item to be posted had to be described, and the train on which it was to be carried was to be specified.
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2c private postal stationery
envelope of the Swiss Despatch
Agency, Zürich office, size 163x
132 mm, whitish paper. Sender's
name, address and 'Bahnhofbrief'
in black, between diagonal lines
from lwr left to upper right in
blue.

HELV PHIL SOC NEWSLI44th yearlNo 5I pp 33 -40ILondon May 1990IISSN 0951-0001
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Again, "a sample of the envelope in which the item was to be posted,
was to accompany the application". And finally, "those items which
were to be collected at the station had to be enclosed in a conspicuous
envelope (for instance, bi-coloured), which bore the word 'Bahnhofbrief', 'Bahnhofzeitung', 'Bahnhofpli' (en gare, in statione) in
thick lettering.
It has been established that large quantities of mail were carried
by this service right from the beginning, which made it nearly impossibleforany individual to use this means to avoid the higher charge
for express letters to any great extent. For this reason it seems illuminating that the earliest users of this innovation were news agency
or newspaper offices, where regularity of postal sendings arose naturally from the regularity of publication.
In more recent times (station collections still exist today, and
have even been extended in range), more modern items are among those
sent; today's regulations mention 'medicines, blood, computer materials'
and the like, which can be sent as Station mail, and in general the
regulations include far more detailed and extensive instructions than
existed 90 years ago. As a special item the adhesive etiquettes may
be mentioned, which the PTT makes available free of charge for the
identification of Station mail.
The older examples available to us today are less spectacular.
Printed Matter envelopes, prepared by the Swiss Despatch Agency, possibly for regular mailings of lists of exchange rates and the like.
The addressees, the editor of the 'Ostschweiz' and the 'Neues WinterThurer Tagblatt' -both newspapers- lead to this conclusion. In each
case it is a matter of so-called private entires (Zumstein Postal
Stationery Catalogue D1.1 Nr1) with a 2c Numeral stamp printed thereon.
As a regulation of September 1907 laid down that a minimum number for
any private stamp printing order with the PTT was 500 items, the SDA
must obviously have reckoned on using the service over a longer period
of time. Yet such envelopes have only occasionally turned up.
The owners of similar items, particularly those printed with other
values, from the years 1907 to c1910, are asked to send details to the
publishers of the Berner Briefmarken Zeitung.
Schweiz. Depeerhee-Agentur.

&MOM

Zurich

Teiggw•MAImme . Tillignythiqbe Zfirsch.
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Similar envelope, same size,
grey-green paper, all printing
in black, reverse blank, unused.
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St. Callen.

Current etiquette for easy identification of Station letters (form
PTT 236.43). Size 34x48 mm, white
paper, red print. According to
current regulations, Station mail
may also be submitted if a label
similar to the etiquette in size
and colour is printed thereon.
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After my comments about how reluctant members were to put pen to paper
last month (page 29) one member has written in with a list of things
he would like to see in the newsletter. Now it is up to the other 349
members to write something for the only member who reads the newsletter!
To be fair though two of the queries have been answered by members and
are elsewhere in these pages, search them out. I threatened to do a
cookery column when I started, write something or I will do it! Hon. Ed.
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by Geoff Hubbard

Inland letter rate is divided into two sections, local mail - 9.6km
until 1876, then 10km - the other section is for mail beyond this
distance. The 9.6km distance was considered to be 2 hours walk from
the despatch office, whereas the 10km distance is an actual measurement,
in a straight line from the despatch office.
1 Jul 1862
1 Sep 1871
1 Nov 1884
Dec
Jan
Jan
Nov
1 Jan
1 Jan
1 Mar

1
1
1
1

U1/49.0v,

1891
1918
1921
1967
1973
1976
1984

Local
up to 10g
5,c
10-250g
10c,
up to 15g
5c
15-250g
10c
up to 15g
5c
15-250g
10c
up to 250g
5c
• • • •
10c
••
10c
•• ••
• •
•• • •
20c
••
•• ••
30c
••
•• • •
••
40c
• • • •
••
50c

Rest of Switzerland
up to 10g
10c
10-250g
20c
up to 15g
10c
15-250g
20c
up to 15g
10c
15-250g
10c
up to 250g 10c
15c
20c
30c
30c
•• •• ••
40c
•• •• ••
50c

A special rate for inland postcards was introduced
on 1st October 1870 and should not be confused
with printed paper rate, which is cheaper. Some
postcards are marked 'Drucksache' or 'Imprime l to
obtain the reduced rate.(If more than five words
of greeting or message were written on the card,
though it incurred the letter rate and was charged
the extra to be collected as a due.)
OVERSEAS POSTCARD RATE

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Oct
Jan
Jan
Nov

1870 - Sc
1918 - 7ic
1921 - 10c
1967 - 20c
Jan 1973 - 30c
Jan 1976 - 40c
Mar 1984 - 50c

by Geoff Hubbard

Postcards were first introduced on 23rd July 1870, these were official
but did not have an imprinted stamp value. On 1st October 1870 a postcard with an imprinted 5c value was on sale at post offices. I am not
sure of the rate of the first postcard, i.e. pre-July 1876, or if the
5c imprinted value card was only for inland use. No doubt other members
can contact the Editor so that this listing is complete and up to date.
This refers to the rates after 1976 as it is assumed they have increased
along with everything else!
UPU within Europe
UPU outside Europe
1 Jul 187Xs
10c
20c
1 Apr 1879
10c
10c
1 Jun 1883
1 Jul 1892
1 Jan 1922

1 May 1924
Jul 1948
Apr 1959

1
1
1
1
1

Jul 1971
Jul 1974
Jul 1976

All UPU countries
10c
All countries
10c
25e
20c
25c
30c
40c
50c
70c

Germany/Austria/France
10c
15c
10c
15c
20c
30c*
50c*
* CEPT countries!
70c*
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PRO PATRIA 22.5.1990
Street Crierc

The '700 Years of Art and Culture' series
continues with a set featuring pictures of
Zurich street criers by David Herrliberger
(1697 - 1777).
At one time, vendors crying their wares were a regular feature of city street life,
th and they were
th knife-grinders, glaziers and tinkers. In the late 17 , and particularjoined by equally stentorian
ly the first half of the 18 century, they seem to have become a nuisance - at least in the eyes
of the local authorities and resident shopkeepers. In 1748, at the request of the Saffron
(Grocers') Guild, Zurich ToWn Council renewed earlier by-laws to•the effect that 'all strange
vendors, bearers of spices and baskets ... as well as all other suspicious riffraff' were to leave
Zurich territory and return only for official annual fairs. Failure to observe this ordinance could
result in confiscation of their wares. A further decree ordered Zurich farmers to bring produce not required for their own consumption to the weekly markets and on no account sell it
to profiteering buyers. It was probably not always easy to distinguish between honest merchants and suspicious vagrants.
The wide range of goods and the variety of the criers' appearances inspired David Herrliberger, a Zurich copper engraver, publisher and magistrate in
Maur, to record a total of 156 Zurich and 52 Basel crier scenes, supplemented with their calls,
between 1748 and 1751. - For reproduction on the stamps, Herrliberger's hand-coloured
etchings with their 60 -70 mm figures were executed as watercolours, without the accompanying text. - One of the most complete collections of Herrliberger's work is on view to the
public at Maur Castle in canton Zurich.
Ninety percent of the proceeds from the surcharge on these stamps will go to the
1990 National Day Collection to be used for 'cultural projects as part of the 'Encounter 91
Campaign', in particular for constructing a network of public footpaths of cultural interest
throughout Switzerland. The remaining ten percent will be used for special cultural or
social projects of national importance.

35+15 c, Vendor of flyswats and starch sprinklers Poor hygiene meant plagues of
flies, at least during the warmer months, so a flyswat would have been virtually indispensable.
The "Chlari-SprOzer" was used to wet white fabrics to give a flat starched ironing finish that
was sometimes almost as stiff as a board.
50+20 c, Clock vendor This vendor had probably come to Zurich across the Rhine

from Germany because he is obviously- selling Black Forest clocks.
80+40 c, Knife-grinder Knife-grinders are an example of the few criers still occasionally encountered nowadays.

90+40 c, Couple selling pinewood sticks Resinous pine was chopped into sticks and
slivers. They were used as kindling or bundled into torches whose sooty flame provided light
in many kitchens. - This is the only one among Herrliberger's 208 crier pictures to show two
figures. No doubt the man is blind and is guided round by his wife.
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< PRO PATRJA 1990

Post offices:
from 22.5. to 31.8.1990
Philatelic offices:
from 22.5. to 31.12.1990
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Advance sale

from 15.5.1990
Validity unlimited
from 22.5.1990

50+20

Stamp pictures

700 years of Art and Culture
(Street Criers)
35+15 c.
Vendor of flyswats and
starch sprinklers
50+20 c.
Clock vendor
80+40 c.
Knife-grinder
90+40 c.
Couple selling
pinewood sticks
Size 28 x 33.4 mm

PRO PATRJA1990
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Designer

Ernest Wilzig, Ferlens (VD)
PRO PATRIA1990

Printing

Rotogravure:
Hélio Courvoisier SA,
La Chaux-de-Fonds
Paper

white, fluorescent

Li3

Form cylinder

2 sheets of 50 stamps
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The European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations (CEPT) has
invited its member countries to devote their 1990 Europa stamps to the common theme of
Post Office Buildings. The Swiss issue was designed by Klaus Oberli, a Bernese g raphic artist
and engraved by Max Muller, also from Berne.
- •
- 50c, LUCERNE Built in 1886-1887 in the Italian Renaissance style and inaugurated on
15 May 1888 this structure at first accommodated both posts and telegraphs. However, as
services developed and new technology became available, the historic building was put to ei
variety of uses and adapted accordingly. An overall renovation between 1985 and 1987,
.
restored its former glory in time for the centenary.
. . .....
.. .
90c, GENEVA The Post Office was built between 1890 and 1892 to plans by the Geneva
architects John and Marc Camoletti, the winners of a competition held by the Swiss Government The post moved into the building on4 September 1892 opening it to the public on the
very next day. In addition to the headquarters of Geneva postafregion, it initially housed letter
delivery letter dispatch cash/parcel delivery and mail acceptance facilities Today only the
regional headquarters remains along with the Geneva 1 Mont -Blanc branch office and some
telecom departments. Renovation-work now being carried out will be completed by 199Z the
. .,„,,,,
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700 YEARS OF ART AND CULTURE

2 Wertzeichenverkaufsstelle • Servizio - filatelico
Service philatelique - Philatelic-office • 3030 BERN
Telefon 031 - 62 27 28 / Telefax 031- 62 73 08

while stocks last
Post offices
from 22 5 1990 to 28 2 1991
Philatelic offi ces
from 22 5 1990 to 31 5 1991
Advance sale
from 15.5.1990
Validity unlimited
from 22.5.1990
Stamp pictures
Post Office Buildings
50 c. Lucerne
90 c. Geneva
Size 33 x 28 men
Designer
Klaus Oberli, Berne
Engraver
Max Muller, Berne
Printing
Recess/offset
by PTT Stamp
Printing Office.
Berne
Paper
white, fluorescent
Form cylinder
2 sheets of 50 stamps
Sheet margin
Designation of issue.
statements of value
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by D.F.Arthur

Vevey is a very pleasant small town of some 16000 inhabitants, on
the north shore of Lake Geneva (AM 229, FJ Z59), west of Montreux.
It is perhaps best known for the Fete des Vignerons, celebrating the
local vineyards, held every 25 years or so and most recently in 1955
(2321) and 1977 (2587). The F g te is held in the market place where
an amphitheatre is built holding several thousand spectators. Vevey
is less well known as the site of the international headquarters of
the Nestle organisation and as a favourite haunt of Jean Jacques
Rousseau (PP 2108), who stayed at what is now the Restaurant de la
Clef, at the top of the market place. The house of his lady friend
can also still be seen in a narrow street off the market place. A
further, perhaps doubtful, claim to fame is that Vevey is the
resting place of Ludlow and Broughton, the judges who sentenced
Charles I to death. They fled to Switzerland, lived there in exile
and are buried in the churchyard of St Martin.
The market place is the setting for the twice weekly markets on
Tuesday and Saturday. There is wine-tasting, baking of bread and
confectionery on-the-spot, and a huge array of fruit, vegetables and
all sorts of food. A good spot to buy your picnics!
Opportunities for walking are more limited than in the high
mountains, but Mt Pelerin to the west of the town affords some fine
strolls in its pine woods, while the walk to the west through the
Lavaux vineyards (PP Z31,Z529) to St Saphorin (PP 2195) and Rivaz
offers views over the lake and interesting villages en route. Above
Montreux the rack railway to Rochers de Naye (2299) at 6700 ft
provides splendid views of the Dents du Midi (PP Z66) and the
eastern end of Lake Geneva. Beyond Montreux, the Chateau de Chillon
(2196 and others) can be reached by boat, train or trolley bus, or
on foot along the lake shore. Apart from associations with Byron,
the castle is well worth a visit for its striking position and
romantic atmosphere.
Further east still is Villeneuve, with several excellent
restaurants specialising in fish from the lake. From Villeneuve the
flattest walk in Switzerland takes us across the Grand Canal and the
mouth of the RhO'ne to Bouveret, an interesting walk, enlivened by
some path-finding puzzles on the way!
Behind Vevey the little village of Blonay is on the rack railway
to Les Pl g iades, a pleasant resort at 4500 ft, and is also one
terminus of a steam hauled railway to Chamby, on the
Montreux-Oberland Bernois Railway, where there is a railway museum.
However, Blonay's main claim to fame is as the former home and
resting place of Charles Chaplin, whose statue adorns the lakefront
in Vevey.
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REPORT OF THE LONDON MEETING OF 11th April 1990 - Competition night
The Chairman, Mr F Pickard, opened the meeting and presented apologies
from Mrs Rawnsley and Mrs Scholey. In all there were only 12 members
present, a disappointing turnout. Perhaps the proximity of the Easter
holidays was responsible. The entries for the Helvetia Cup were five:
Airmails - Wing Cdr. F Bulstrode; Fiscals - F Pickard; Revenues A Payne; Private Postal Stationery - V Mitchell; Bundesfeier Cards D Slate. The winner was Derek Slate and Mr Mitchell was the runner-up
and received the traditional stock book for his work. As a matter of
interest he had 47 different cards in his entry, most of us have the
odd one as an example.
There were two entries for the Laurence Moore Postal History Trophy:
The Ship Posts of Lake Luzern - A Payne, and The 1828 Postal Treaty
between Bern (Fischer) and France - Mrs M 0 Bidmead. The winner was
Mrs Bidmead whose entry besides showing mail from Switzerland to France
showed items from France to Switzerland and the interpretation of the
tax marks. Mr Payne received the runner-up's stock book for his entry
which showed that the Ship Posts had items of 'local' mail from places
around the lakes as well as items on the Basel, Luzern and Ticino TPO
route. Judging was, as usual, by the members present.
The Chris Rauch Memorial Trophy, as a result of the votes received,
was won by Mr B Clapshoe for his articles on the Straight line cancels.
A general discussion then took place on the programme for next year.
MOB
REPORT OF THE SEMINAR HELD IN CHIPPENHAM on 21st April 1990
An excellent programme of displays was enjoyed by 24 members from a
wide area starting with Mr F Pickard showing the 1936 Landscape issues,
covering many aspects of the printing history, errors and papers. In
all a most interesting and detailed display. Claude Misteley then gave
a display of some of the Essay Material from the 1931 PTT competition
to design the Small Landscape issue, including some material that was
previously in the Frank Bulstrode collection. Barry Hampton rounded off
the morning session with his 1989 Stampex Silver/Bronze award-winning
display of 32 sheets of the 10c Chillon Castle value from these issues.
An excellent lunch was followed by the Aerophilatelic 'aficionado'
Alex Newall with a marvellous display and historic guide to the development of Swiss Airmails. A real treat for those present.. A vote of
thanks was given by Brian Redpath to all the speakers and to the one
person without whom the Seminar would not have taken place, Wendy Lamble.
The last hour was spent viewing and discussing material brought by
B D R
some of the members. In all a very successful day.
With great regret we have to report the sudden death of our member in
New Zealand, Robert Harward. He was a member here befgre emigrating
some years ago and had settled very happily in Nelson. He was taken ill
in mid - December when acute leukaemia was diagnosed. He died in midFebruary and leaves a wife and little son of four. A letter of sympathy
E J R
has been sent to his wife Lindy.
Did you know March, page 23 - Mr Alex Newall writes that: "The author's
'theory' is fully justified. The last three cancellations shown, refer
to post offices located at the respective airfield and are used on any,
including local, mail posted there. Unfortunately the other type of
cancellation shown (the first three) does not by itself guarantee that
the letter was actually flown."
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Did you know?

by M Rutherfoord

--that the PTT now definitely plan to introduce a two-tier postal
system as from 1st February 1991, called A & B, with 'printed matter'
being done away with, as well as the PP stars. No changes to the stamps
are envisaged as separation will be done by the sender, business etc.,
or manually during sorting. The actual prices have not yet been issued.
--that the highest price for a single Swiss classic stamp on cover was
achieved as Lot 1 on the first day of the Corinphila auction in Zftrich
on 24th March, No 171 with complete frame to cross. Starting price was
SFr.200 000 but the end was 420 000 plus 15% plus 6.2% sales tax, to
make a grand total of SFr.507 000!
--that according to the BBZ the reprint of the 50c special stamp of
1989 was on a slightly different paper, in that under the long wave
UV lamp it shows up a little brighter, which I can confirm. Short wave
shows this up too, i.e., the fluorescent coating is slightly different.
Zumstein will not be cataloguing this.
--that the Thematic Club SMV is about to issue a 2nd edition of their
popular 'Motivhandbuch Schweiz' by Dr E Schlunegger, describing all
Swiss stamps in detail; in German, 570 pages, A5, SFr.50-.
--That the PTT are issuing three very nice postcards for the opening
of their new Museum on the 22nd June, but the cards have the FD cancel
of 22.5.90 if ordered direct. I believe there will, however, be a new
K cancel for the actual opening day, which will be more appropriate.
- -that Marken Mtller AG has had a new management since 1st January.
This well-known firm, just behind Zumstein, in Basel, issues the annual
catalogue which is also used by the Swiss Dealers Assoc. About four
times a year they issue a magazine of special offers, albums etc., and
sometimes with useful articles. The latest issue is 64 pages, with
coloured covers. Their half-yearly auctions are popular as they are
deliberately for the small customers.
- - that there seems to be more publicity for the Regional exhibition
in Sierre on 26/7th May than for Geneve 90 in September. The special
cancellation to be used shows a girl serving Raclette. Special cheese
from the Val de Bagnes is cut in half and the cut face heated until it
can be scraped (racier) as molten cheese on to a plate. It is eaten
with steamed potatoes, pickled white onions, gerkins and, of course,
the local white wine, Pendant. Enough to make anyone a thematic collector.
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The Honorary Secretary has received so few requests for the K catalogue
Supplement it has not been possible to arrange a bulk order. If any
further members (who have not already written to the Secretary) wish
to receive a copy will they please write to Mr G Hubbard, Eurostamps,
P 0 Box 940, London NW6 2JP who will supply them when available.
COINTRIN - AERODROME March, page 17. C J LaBlonde reports that Geneva
Airport was using several straight-line cancels for postal purposes
in the 1920s. This particular mark is not listed though in an old
version of the Swiss Airmail catalogue which he has, and asks if any
other member knows the origin of the mark?
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ISSUE?

Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more strRightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.

485 MARINE ROAD,
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF
Phone (0524) 414055

from a Girobank
publicity leaflet

Buy the new
ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1989/90
available of September 1990
Postal fees for Europe:

Prices

trd
zumsbein
europa

Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe

North
Middle
South
East supplement

SFr.
SFr.
SFr.
SFr.

25.-25.-25.-8.--

SFr. 8.-SFr. 9.-SFr. 9.-SFr. 12.--

1989/90
SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN 1989/90
in colour, german/french
NEW: with price tendencies!
zumsbein

paper cover
spiral binding

SFr. 13.50
SFr. 14.50

SFr. 7.-SFr. 7.--

schomsiz

lechbensbein
'NW/90

Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our Agent in Great
Britain: VERA TRINDER LTD., 38 Bedford Street, Strand, London WC2E 9EU
For direct orders to Zumstein, please use our postal account:
Berne 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you
•

zumsb ein

ZUMSTEIN + CIE, propr. Hertsch + Co.
CH-3000 Berne 7/Switzerland
P.O. Box
Phone: 031 22 22 15, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH

Do you know our monthly newspaper the "BERNER BRIEFMARKEN-ZEITUNG"? We send you
gladly a specimen copy free of charge, with no obligation whatsoever.
Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
Printed b y PPM Renro g ra p hics Chichester Ltd__ Chichester_ GE

UDC 656.835(494)
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Ziircher Topf
3/4 kg Schweinefleisch,
3/4 kg Kabis oder Wirz,
500 g Kartoffeln, 4 Ruben,
1 Zwiebel, Pfeffer,Wasser,
etwas Satz
Schweizer Salz
für Schweizer Spelsen.
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You were threatened
with a cookery column
if you did not supply
more articles for your
Newsletter. Here is the
first instalment with
more to come. Ed.

RECIPES ON 'STAMPS' - reproduced from the SEZ 6/7 1988 page 197
Thematic collectors might not normally expect to pay much attention
to machine cancellations for new items but p erhaps the item above is
going to change that. An original recipe is offered by Vereinigten
Schweizerischen Rheinsalinen in Pratteln (the salt works) with their
franking machine. A complete recipe for 'aircher To p f' using salt that
is produced in the local works as well as promoting Swiss salt for
Swiss cooking!
HELVETIA AT STAMP WORLD LONDON 90

by Fred Pickard

What a great meeting this was on Friday 11th May. From around the world
34 members came together to produce one of the finest gatherings for
many a time. Ten fascinating displays kept p eople talking right up to
the closure at 6 p.m.
From Switzerland Michael RutherfoOrd produced those nuggets of news
that keep members well informed. Herr Hosmann of the Swiss PTT stand
produced some nice souvenirs for all present. Among the overseas
visitors there were Harlan Stone, past President of the American HPS,
Jean-Cl. Marchand, Secretaire G4n g ral of the forthcoming exhibition
Helvetia Geneve 90, and Mme C. Andries from Belgium.
Everyone was delighted to see President Mrs Alma Lee in good form.
Secretary Tony Hoyle brought greetings from all Northern Group members.
Refreshments were served during the afternoon and these helped create
such a splendid relaxed atmosphere.
Your Editor is recovering from his 'close encounter' with a large
oriental poppy (see PJ 180) and is going back to cultivating PJ 108
and other members of the same family as they do not sting!
HEIN PHIL SOC NEWSL144th yearlNo

6Ipp 41-481London

June 1990IISSN 0951-0001
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Report of the London meeting of 9th May 1990
This meeting was held while Stamp World London 1990 was on and affected
the numbers present. Apologies were received from Mrs Rawnsley, and Mr
Payne and Mr Houtris. It was very pleasant to see Mr Redmill again and
our member from the shores of Loch Gairloch, in the North but sadly not
wearing his kilt, Stuart MacKenzie, and from the shores of the ZUrichsee
Michael Rutherfoord.
Mr Pickard reported that our former Chairman, Wg/Cdr Frank Bulstrode
had been present at Alexandra Palace the previous day, had met old
friends and, although unable to see the exhibits, had breathed in the
atmosphere, to his delight.
This final meeting of the season was called 'Odds & Ends' and it was
as well to expect the unexpected, so - Eric Lienhard, a series of postcards, beginning with a double panoramic one of Degersheim (where he was
born) postmarked 12.01.1900, the following ones showing the change in
the skyline through the passing years.
Bob Johnson - Emmenthal Railway cards, Feld p ost PCs, and, of course,
another treasured Ticino strike.
Stuart MacKenzie - "Just happened to have them in my pocket". Cover
with Pro Aero 1Fr stamp (Z35) with Ungültig strike. Reason (?) Posted
1 8 days before the p rinted day of flight. Another Ticino cover with a
straight line Verbano and RI mark, very nice.
Mavis Bidmead - some pre-stamp covers to Wohlen from within & without
Switzerland bought blind at auction. Also a turned letter of German
origin with (learned from Stuart) an uncommon German mark, and blue TPO
Basel-Constanz (both sides), which followed the Rhine valley, north of
the border. Again German not Swiss.
Fred Pickard - a mixture of municipal fiscals with Zürich forgery,
official cards with p rivate overprinting.
Michael Rutherfoord - a real mixture including items from the office
waste paper basket. Covers having gone through the p ost with no sign of
stamps, labels, or franking & cancellation but with the coding dots. I
did notice the envelopes were of the window type. PTT poster about A & B
posting (mentioned in a Past newsletter). Problems of envelopes with
grey linings, effects on stamps and contents. Examples of experiments
he had conducted on said envelo p es. Result, white is now the recommendation. Watch for different coloured inks in franking machines. SFS
labels; originally a parcel label but now listed in PTT sales book and
sold over the counter in PTT. Therefore can now be used on letters seen one? The hour is now appearing on Frama-type labels. Examples of
the new Swiss coding for external, arrival, and internal mails.
So, au revoir . until October, unless we meet again in Geneva in September.
MOB
(continuation of page 46) By 1931 it became obvious that the smaller
lines could not survive. With considerable financial effort, and a lot
of business acumen, little Switzerland created what was to become one
of Europe's, if not the world's, most successful airlines - the Swissair.
It is exceedingly difficult to draw definite, generally accepted
lines of chronological division between 'Pioneer', 'Regular' and 'Modern'
items. The issue, like most references to our hobby, must be left to an
individual appraisal. Spontaneously, and without any visible support, I
have decided to form my collection around 'Pioneer' period flights which
end with the arrival on the scene of Swissair in 1931. It is this period
of the development of Swiss Airmails which forms my display today. (p 44)->
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TH3 LOCARNO PACT by Prof. G A Negrini
from the SBZ of 11/89, translated
by Bob Johnson
The 'security pact of Locarno' in 1925 was an ' ;: -. 701W
.:A47774'
1
historic event of great importance and the
1. .
town, in consequence, has recalled it many
off ),
p
riate
manifestations.
times with appro
lk
F4
•
164
For 12 days in 1925 Locarno was the most
important town in Europe. On the 20th of
September of that year Prime Minister Stresemann and the French Ambassador were reported by the information agencies Of Berlin as being
in accord on the date of convocation of the international conference
on the pact of guarantees, with the intention of meeting on 5th October.
A few days after the Belgian Foreign Minister's proposal to choose
Locarno as the seat of the conference, the French and English governments agreed. The news became official immediately and the name of
Locarno appeared in the world's newspapers for several weeks.
Six nations took part in the conference: Italy, England, Belgium,
Germany, Poland and Czechoslovakia.
It was the first time, since the armistice, that victors and vanquished came together at the same table in conditions of equality
and no more to impose conditions but in a real attempt to reach a
dignified political accord. The conference of Locarno thus represented
a great hope for the future of Europe.
The mayor of Locarno, the Hon. G B Rusca, undertook the organisation
of the conference and the meetings were held in the great hall of the
district magistrate.
Work began on Tuesday 6th October without excessive formality and
solemnity. The Hon. G B Rusca had the great honour of opening the
sessions, introducing Chamberlain for England, Scialoja for Italy,
Briand for France, Wandervelde for Belgium, Bene g for Czechoslovakia,
Stresemann for Germany, Skizysky for Poland. Luher from Germany was
the Secretary of the Conference.
The meetings were held regularly every day and at the same time
bilateral reports were furnished that facilitated the progress of the
discussions and hence the accords.
The end of the conference ocCured on 16th October; at the beginning
of this meeting Prime Minister Chamberlain stood up and said simply:
•
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"Here we are at the final act of this conference, we desire to affix
our signature". Apart from the pact guaranteeing the frontiers of the
Rhine, another four treaties were concluded, and Germany also achieved
re-entry to the League of Nations.
Among the signatories B Mussolini was present, having arrived at
Locarno the day before the signing ceremony. The text, com p osed of 25
typewritten pages, was contained in a white folder bound with a ribbon
of red and blue (the colours of Ticino) with the seal and coat of arms
of the town of Locarno. The closing ceremony took p lace at 6.30 p.m.
and lasted a few minutes after all the ministers had expressed their
satisfaction at the outcome of the conference. It was ho p ed that the
pact had concluded the peace of the Rhine and, in conse q uence peace in
Europe after the First World War. Several entertainments were organised
in connection with the conference: concerts, dinners, trips and visits,
besides an ascent by balloon which happily ended about 20 km from Verona.
The text of the pact was p ublished on Tuesday 20th October.
The conference also had a p hilatelic connection. The Director General
of the PTT authorized a special cancel in black of rectangular forat
(41 x 19 mm) with the text: CONFERENZA PATTO SICUREZZA LOCARNO.
The cancel was undated, therefore the philatelic service added a
second circular cancel whose normal use was by the Locarno Centro office.
Note that two types of this cancel were ado p ted: LOCARNO LETTERE (1)
with two small stars, and the other LOCARNO (2) with small ornamental
motifs (see previous page). The use of the special cancel for the conference was not announced in the official bulletin of the PTT, and not
even in the Ticino daily papers, for this reason not many were sold.
With hindsight it is possible to draw the following conclusions about
the Locarno Pact: the diplomatic initiative of two great politicians,
Stresemann and Briand, led to the pact that guaranteed, unfortunately
for a few years only, the frontiers of France and Belgium with Germany,
and also saw the recognition by the German side of the Treaty of
Versailles. Then it was considered to be a guarantee of lasting peace.
Now, judged more realistically, no longer the continuation of the old
world and not even the start of a new world, but nothing other than a
simple compromise destroyed by the same men who had already ventured on
to the political stage.
After this conference Locarno is bound up with the history of Europe,
the Europe of the men of good will who vanished all too soon from the
scene. Today we can safely say: that there will not be security and
final peace until a united Europe occurs. This is the warning that was
given in 1925 and that today is still valid.
(continuation of page 42) It contains mostly covers carried on first
flights of the different routes, which should not be interpreted as the
only approach to collecting witnesses of the develo p ment of airmail services of this fascinating country. Swiss Aerophilately is blessed by
one of the most concise and informative priced catalogues. There exists
also a perfectly workable translation of it into English. Both follow a
most logical division of the available material. The Swiss Post Office
has also used extensively any foreign means for safe transportation of
its mail. Always of service to their customers contracts were signed
with (among others) Delag of Germany for the Zeppelin service, and SCADTA
for that in Colombia. It will not surprise you that the results of the
agreement with Handley Page are especially well represented. I hope the
above gives a reasonable guide to what it is my intention to show.

SWISS AIR MAILS - A short guide to their development.
The text of the display given by Alex Newall, Chippenham April 21st 1990
Aerophilately is the study of the development of air mail, the latter
following invariably that of aviation. 2witzerland's approach to both
was, as always, sober and pragmatic.
While this paper deals with other aspects of aerophilately, it should
not be amiss to remember how the Swiss dealt with stamps specifically
issued for use on airmail (and thus forming part of an aerophilatelic
study). They started to issue them when they were needed (1919/23) and
ceased to do so when, with most of the mail being sent by air, they
became superfluous (1944).
At the beginning both aviation and its derivative airmail were
rejected for three sober and apparently obvious reasons:
1. Switzerland was too poor to indulge in ex p ensive experiments of
what seemed to be, after all, only another pastime of the rich.
2. Switzerland's mountainous terrain hardly lends itself to flying.
3. Switzerland's powerful neighbours would look askance at a country
which, professing neutrality, spent money on potentially warlike
pursuits.
As every action meets with reaction, often equal and opposite, so it
was that a group of enthusiasts, mostly army officers, mounted a
campaign designed to answer aviation's critics.
First they dealt with the three theoretical arguments by answering
them in similar fashion:
1. The string-held affairs which went for aircraft at the time were
not expensive. Most of them could be built or bought for less than the
cost of a res p ectable diligence. Used in the proper way they could
produce a reasonable p rofit, outweighing the original expense.
2. The very inaccessability of parts of the Swiss countryside opened new
vistas for the development of new media of communication.
3. The answer to the third point was to have a most profound effect
on Switzerland's role in warring Europe.
It contained the assertion that the best way to stop anybody from
attacking poor and peaceful Switzerland was to make such an action too
expensive for the attacker.
Thus was born the principle of 'armed neutrality' which, once accepted, became the quintessence of Swiss role in Europe.
A group of pilots, under the leadership of Oscar Bider, embarked on
an ambitious Programme of country-wide demonstrations. Following the
French example, they travelled the country, organising aviation days,
roping off fields and flying about. They also tried to collect 50c a
head from the folk who came to watch them; in this they were significantly unsuccessful. The thrifty Swiss stood in wonder around the roped
off fields and didn't go near the 'box- office' shed..
The organising committee in the frontier town of Basel had a splendid
idea; they printed special labels and offered to fly postcards franked
by them. The Swiss Post Office did not raise objections as long as the
missive also carried the requisite 5c official stamp.
The first mail-carrying flight in Switzerland took place between
Basel and Liestal on 9th March 1913. In all seventeen of these 'pioneer'
flights were planned (the last one from Laufen to Solothurn took place
on 28th September). Two of the 17 were cancelled, both from the town of
Clten; the first due to the unfortunate accident and death of the pilot
Rech, and the second because the intended pilot Borrer declared the
ground as too sodden.
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Just as the mail carried on the 'pioneer' flights is considered as
precursors of Swiss regular airmail, so the vignettes used on them are
the forerunners of the Swiss official airmail stamps.
The winter of 1913/14 was used by the Swiss to implement the principle
of 'armed neutrality' and the spring saw most of the gallant group of
pioneer pilots in Swiss army uniforms. During the war Switzerland built
OAM aeroplanes and all we need to know is that when the war ended
it possessed over a hundred of them organised in two main air units,
one based on Lugano and the other on Zürich's airfield at Dübendorf
(the latter under the command of Major Isler). Regulations called on
the good major to see that his squadron completed daily routine tasks
and that a full report of these reached Bern daily. As the rules in- sisted on a minimum number of hours of actual flying, Isler decided to
put this to good use by sending his reports by air. Successful with his
flights to Bern he extended the route to Lausanne, where most of his
technical backup cPme from.
By February 1919 the Swiss Post office Authorities, who watched the
developments carefully, decided to make the service official. They
overprinted the 50c stamp of the 1909 Sitting Helvetia series with the
crest of the Air Force and announced the opening date of the new service
to be 30th April. Trial flights are recorded between the 14th and the
26th of the month, some of them franked with the first airmail stamp.
p
The PO insists that no stamps were distributed before 24th A ril and the
whole represents one of the few postal mysteries surrounding this issue.
Another mystery is that of the actual number of stamps overprinted and
what happened to them after only 23 000 were postally used.
Covers carried on and after the 25th represent the first regular
airmail service in Switzerland. This refers to the route Zürich-BernLausanne and its intermediate legs. On 1st September 1919 it was extended to Geneva. The price of 50c, however, was too much for an intermittent and uncertain service and it was stopped before the end of the
year.
By the end of 1920 Germany was in the grip of a crippling inflation
which made normal financial transactions with Switzerland physically
impossible. The Swiss city of Basel has a German suburb of Ldrrach and
both, as the rest of Germany, suffered greatly from these conditions.
The problem of communication with Germany (and further afield) was
solved by employing airmail services. The Swiss PO took another of the
stamps from the 1909 series, this time a 30c value, overprinted it
with the Air Force crest as before, and used it to pay for transmission
of Swiss mail in Germany, and by a German airline Balug (Badische Luftverkehrgesellschaft) from Ldrrach to Frankfurt am Main. A motorcycle
was used to carry the mail from Basel to Ldrrach and the short-lived
service started on 11th November and ceased on 14th January 1921.
From 1922 airmail in Switzerland relied on the services of private
airlines: the Swiss Ad Astra of Zürich, Balair from Basel, Gren SA from
Geneva, and Aero Lausanne, the foreign Handley Page from England, the
Belgian Sabena, and a number of combined efforts like Treu (a combination of transeuro p ean flights) or the Franco-Romanian Cidna.
Until 1926 Germany was represented by Deutscher Aerolloyd (Dal).
Deutsche Lufthansa arrived on the scene early in 1926 and, to start
with was satisified with a number of reciprocal arrangements with the
individual Swiss com p anies (Balair, Ad Astra). Gradually all that was
left to the Swiss were the internal routes, Basel and Zürich were simply
added as end stops to Lufthansa's internationals (1925/26). (back to p42)
sorry! Ed.

DID YOU KNOW?

by M Rutherfoord

- that the PTT have started a major experiment to lure large firms
away from the private couriers. If they have an average of 250 letters
a day to foreign countries they will be charged on a total weight basis,
not per letter. The normal red franking machine is used with, at the
moment, simplified dies (see the figure below). As the new system was
started last year there must be thousands of examples lying around.
Who will be the first to send one to me, and get a big surprise. I have
been told that a big Swiss bank was the first customer.
- that the new Europa stamps show the main post offices in Geneva and
Luzern, the former still being renovated. Chur would have been a good
choice too. But these charming old buildings have, in fact, been superseded in terms of actual post office traffic by the new buildings built
on to the main railway stations; Bern and Basel too. Zurich was built
Sihlpost like that in the 1930s and is now being rebuilt and extended.
- that another step towards full automation is that starting in May
when 500 more Frama counter machines will be installed, not only at the
parcel counters but also at letter counters. This means it is less
necessary to issue new stamps to match every part of the new tariffs,
and far fewer high to medium stamps will be used. The other figure
shows a label from Zug 5, a special p arcels office at the railway
station. As these labels are usually very poorly ' p rinted' they have
not been considered collectable, except by ATM buffs, but now if used
on letters it is a different matter. They are not normally cancelled.
- that the firm 'ATM Seitz AG, Postfach, CH-6002 Luzern' can supply a
full set of FDCs. They are called SFS - Schalterfreistempel - counter
franking stamps, or cancels.
- that these SFS will not be hand or machine cancelled, unless a mint
copy is used after the printed date and time on a letter posted separately. It might then be called 'invalid'. When these SFS first app
eared in 1976 the PTT would not sell mint at all. Note: Schalch in its
catalogue notes these at SFr.900.- for the best and 380.- for the
commonest versions.
6305. ZUG S 17.1,11)!HINET4A1 0
R
-6.2.90

13 021 Zurich
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EXCHANGE PACKET - Your Packet Secretary will accept material now for
the next season's packets. The first one will go out in mid-August.
You can't water the lawn (and won't need to cut it!) so get out of
the sun and lick a few hinges - , it will bean excuse to quench your
thirst, and much less strenuous than gardening.
GENE KELLY's Catalog of The Fiscal Stamps of Switzerland is now up to
Volume 3 and promises some interesting revelations on counterfeits.
You can buy a copy direct by sending SFr. 35- to his Giro account in
Switzerland, No. 83-15632-0, and save yourself high bank charges.
The Amateur Collector Ltd. have joined the Fax revolution and their
number is 081-347-8397. Will clients with Fax let them have their own
Fax numbers. (Will messages carry 'faxsimile' stamps and be collectable
as mint, used, or only as 'entires'?)
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Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval-or against
your Want Lists.

-

•

'_K 1259
K 1258 . . - - •
DE
PHILATELIE
.E
NTIONAL
„
‘4
--

----; 3.----1-5---1 M----•
,fi-w'
r ..8-0-1'.---- %

oPz

su

,
0.•

7strer......
.

•

.

- Hc.nm:

••

•... ,....,;. . ,

It

4 l 1.1
I'l
,
''''''"°Gtthrtoc9

IIGNOBLE-Gt`

<

/)
.js
- .....' .": ; • . (S \ '---- 4,`0 . — -)
,• ' - •7 - • . • . c'< - ', ••'
7a)(Ir'P •16.'6.9
. 0 :778 : i ', ': •:: - - 19.-6.90--8

I0 4

,,,,,, W,Iir 317014r
,„,ci,ps-s

.

. Cf, Zi!":"itt. .,- , `. .:,---:-,..
A-- •
-'--'ot Li [-.0
,. . II 1- , .., .- -.- : L- - . . . " ' ' Trn :
. . „ - ., . . .. . . . . . ., _. , . . .
.
K 1256
- . K 1255
-, ',..

. ricpE T. Sit;

..

?-4 ' '. •'','ii
.. 11.69O
6.90 78 --,.,,Iii
' !N•.:11.-6,90--9 ----..".-

781

/./

POSTAGE STAMP DEALER

. _i
-... \\

C .': 1• ' . ..".:. P ". ,
%( .-•

.... :.".:'•

C".. i '-li.

A..•

J. S. ARMSTRONG

)-

11.-6.90--3

1,1

' ':

. 25.-.....

.

,e(J4

c-K"'
o 11.-6.90--8 Or

-1.-6.90--8 '

.

CI‘7-5\OWJAAtifiVE.

June 1990

K 499b

485 MARINE ROAD,
MORECAMBE LA4 GAP
Phone (0524) 414055

-:1 0..0
Cr)

i,---,----4
ai
v fr..
0
_0 0
- ,0-0 o, - .
77 ,
0 ....0 -,--- -----.........„,
V
LI)
'44"''' ;I
xw-,...^%.-^L^L^s-'1-^L.-%.,......-L.,
0

, , „
0 '. I 0 . 9.1990

Buy the new
ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1989/90
available of September 1990

zumsbein
europa
1989/90

Prices
SFr. 25.-Europe North
SFr. 25.-Europe Middle
SFr. 25.-Europe South
8.-Europe East supplement SFr.

Postal fees for Europe:
SFr. 8.-SFr. 9.-SFr. 9.-SFr. 12.--

SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN 1989/90
in colour, german/french
NEW: with price tendencies:
2a.rnsbein

paper cover
spiral binding

SFr. 13.50
SFr. 14.50

SFr. 7.-SFr. 7.--

schweiz
ied*ANIsbAn

Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our Agent in Great
Britain: VERA TRINDER LTD., 38 Bedford Street, Strand, London WC2E 9EU
1989/90
For direct orders to Zumstein, please use our postal account:
Berne 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you:
ZUMSTEIN + CIE, propr. Hertsch + Co.
P.O. Box
CH-3000 Berne 7/Switzerland
Phone: 031 22 22 15, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH
Do you know our monthly newspaper the "BERNER BRIEFMARKEN-ZEITUNG"? We send you
gladly a specimen copy free of charge, with no obligation whatsoever.
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ARE THE CATALOGUES WRONG? - Check your stamps now

by F Smith

The 1938 definitive issue of the Small Landsca p es series, 20c Z215,
shows the Lake of Lugano with San Salvatore, in the right foreground
is the Church of Castagnola, the church tower being complete with a
cross on top.
A variety of this stamp exists (Z215 Pa.1) which does not have the
cross on the church tower.
The two photographs below do not show a cross on the church tower.
The view on the left is taken from a postcard which can be dated to
pre-1911 as it has a Lugano cancel for 8.X.11. The other view is a
real photograph, which has not been retouched, and dates from early
1930. There are two possible explanations:
(i) The cross was fitted on the tower
in the early 1930s. One assumes it is
_
still there today. Can anyone confirm
this?
(ii) The cross has never been fitted.
If so does this make Z215 the variety
and Z215 Pa.1 the correct stamp?
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by P Guinand, Chemin de la Plantaz 18,
CH-1110 Morges, Switzerland
For years we have been working on a complete listing and, recently, a
new edition of the existing Catalogue of Temporary Cancellations. As you
no doubt know, this is the large-scale work of Pen, which appeared in
1978 and which lists about 5000 temporary cancellations of Switzerland
and Liechtenstein. In subsequent years this basic work was amplified
in 14 supplements, about half of which have been published in the SBZ.
Many questions could be answered as new cancellations were accumulated
and as previously unknown source material was studied. Currently more
than 6500 temporary cancellers are known, and we are attempting to make
the documentation as up-to-date as possible.
Despite extensive efforts on our part there are still unanswered questions, which is why we are appealing auatlz , to all philatelists. With
your help the last unexplained points may be solved, item by item.
The list below is of temporary cancellations about which questions
remain and which we would like to examine. Look through the pieces in
your collection. Do not send the original. Make a good photocopy, with
the name of the office and date legible but do not retouch because much
valuable information may be lost. For instance an inverted H or an
unusual 4. Make any annotations below the photocopy of the cancellations
as to your opinion about unclear texts or dates, or clarify those which
do not show up sufficiently clearly in the photocopy (black on black
can produce certain problems).
Of course you can report temporary cancellers which have not yet been
listed in our supplements, or which show a date not hitherto- recorded.
In doubtful cases a telephone call will suffice as all temporary cancellers are held on computer and can be called up in seconds. The
number is 010 41 21 801 46 07; the address is given above.
This translation was prepared for the Newsletter by D A Pashby.
TEMPORARY CANCELS - AN APPEAL

AIGLE (...1
ALTBÜRON
9AHNPOST
BAHNPOST
BP-AMT BASEL
4636 BUCKTEN
BUOCHS
CASACCIA
CELERINA
CHEVRON( = CHEVROUX ?)
CHIAVENNA
COLOMBIER N.TEL
EBNAT-KAPPEL
ENNETBURGEN
ESSLINGEN ZCH
ESTAVAYER -LE- L
FONTAINEMELON
FREN1ERES BEX
(GE)NEVE JONCT (ION)
GENEVE S..D.N
GVE 9 LA CLUSE
GENEVEYS S.COF
HEIMENSCH WAND
HOCHDORF
ITTIGEN ou / oder ITINGEN ?
JNS

LE CHATELARD
LAUSANNE 7
LAUSANNE 13
LENZ 'HEIDE - SEE
MAIENFELD
MAIENFELD TIR
MAIENFELD TIR

1961
1926
1930
1930
1969
1975
1920
1978 (13.XI.)
1909
1964
1902
1950

between.28.XI. - 12.X11.

1961
1949
1929
1936
10.XII.
1932
1949
1908
1927 Only 28.v1.
1959
1959 (? )
22.111.
1920
1932
1937
1903 only

before

after

1932
1952 - 1953
1948 - 1949
1930

non
military

Ismonly non
military
1903 (10.VII.)
20.VIL
1903 after

MUOTATHAL
NEUHAUSEN
NYON
OLTEN II
OLTENSTADT
PARADISO - FONT.
PFAEFFIKON SCH.
PFAEFFINON SCH.
POST OBERRIET
POSTE...) TROGEN
PRILLY
RICKENBACH V
R IKON - TOESTH
ROT! ST-BRAIS

1936- 1950
1928
1903
4924
/920
1999
1938
1938
1896
1891
1944
1921
1919

SAAS
SAAS ALMAGEL IL)
SCHMER IKON
SCHMITTEN
SEDRUN
SEEDORF
SEE WIS -STAT
SOC DES NATIONS
SURSEE
THUN 3 L 'FELD
UNTERHALLAU
VALBELLA
VILTERS
WETTINGEN STAT.
WIMMIS
WCELFLINSWIL
YVERDON-GARE
ZELL
IZORIC)H 23 FRLG

i g nn

after 1908
1979

with 2nd t S'

inverted

1937
1920
1907
1960 between 15.11. 1901 - 1906
1939
1923- 1924
1950
4959 - 1960
1913
1949
1901
1929
1946
1906
1911 - 1913
1899- 1900- 1901
1935
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Armchair Traveller 5 Tea and Cakes
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by D.F.Arthur

What have tea and cakes to do with our armchair travels, and still
less, with stamps? Well see Z717! One of the pleasures of travelling
in Switzerland is to pause for coffee, tea and cakes or ice cream!
But ice cream would need another article!
Certain cafes stand out in the memory, Hanselmann's in St Moritz
(AM33,PP33,Z531,Z546), Schneider's in Davos Platz (2438,2581),
Gianotti's in Pontresina and the Schuh in Interlaken (Z322,Z655),
where I tasted my first real Schwarzwalder Kirschtorte. There are
many others, the names now forgotten, but the memory of the tea and
cakes lingers on. The other one in Pontresina where I first tasted
Engadiner Nusstorte and the one in Samedan (2415) where, heaping
Ossa on Pelion, they served Engadiner Nusstorte on an ice cream
sundae!
Hanselmann's is perhaps the grandest of them all, and if you can
get a window seat, there is a wonderful view of the Lake of St
Moritz. Schneider's too has a grand style, particularly when
presided over by Frau Schneider herself, a lady of over 80.
Others, less pretentious, also come to mind. The cafe in the tiny
village of Zmutt, above Zermatt, where the Linzertorte was eaten
whilst gazing at the Matterhorn (2433,2434). And Edward's Tea Room
in Interlaken where you can sit in a summer house in the garden - I
wonder is it still there? If I had to choose a favourite, it must be
the Schuh in Interlaken, where you can sit outside, overlooking the
grassy Hohenmatte and watch the world go by. I have never tasted
such Schwarzwalder Kirschtorte anywhere else, Black Forest Gateau is
always a very pale imitation!
In case you have not worked out all the connections, you will
find the key on another page.
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This may be the 'silly season' but the latest from one of the 'auctions'
is beyond all reason:
Switzerland. Lot 2374 Unadopted designs. Fine lot of printer's
trials of designs in blocks of 4 all unmounted mint. Some
incorporate the word 'SPECIMEN' into the design. 19608-70s
period and would make marvellous showpieces (10) Unusual £75-.
If anyone knows how these people can be prevented from offering what we
know can be obtained FREE from the PT?, then let us publish it:
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by Mrs M 0 Bidmead
POSTAL HISTORY - WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT?
the display given at the London meeting of the 14th March 1990
Where to start? I think some members thought they were in for a history
lesson at first: And to some extent they were right:
It was with the advent of the Romans and Caesar that we began to really
learn facts about Switzerland. They spread over most of the country as
they moved north, west, and a little to the east. They created the Cursus
Publicus and left it to posterity, even surviving the Dark Ages. By the
8th century people were joining together, some stronger than others
becoming overlords and kings, So Charlemagne was crowned Holy Roman
Emperor by the Pope in AD 800 and began his chains of Royal Messengers.
Learning had survived in the big religious orders and was firmly established in their Abbeys and Monasteries, so we hear of their travelling
message-bearing monks between St. Gall, Einsiedeln, Engelburg, the Fraumunster of Zurich, Disentis, and Interlaken. In Italy Bologna University
was founded in 1156 and that of Naples in 1224, the same year as the
Sorbonne in Paris, creating the important 'lignes' of student messengers
between these places, undoubtdly crossing through Switzerland, probably
using the Simplon.
The rich merchants of Venice were looking for new trading ventures,
spreading further afield. The merchants of the towns of the North Sea
and the Baltic formed the Hanseatic League and started to push south,
they wanted to trade with the Venetians and vice versa. More ways of
traversing the country were explored and developed into the 'Ordinaires',
a ligne of messengers on foot, later horse, on a fixed route, operating
a regular but infrequent service, gradually becoming more frequent. The
first to be really noted was the Ordinaire of Augsburg and Nuremburg,
entering Switzerland by Lindau, Bregenz/Fussach, joining with the Guilds
of St. Gall, continuing west to the Marchands of Zurich, at first missing
Bern, on to Geneva and joining the Ordinaire de Lyon, recorded as 1387.
From Fussach another ligne went south to Alstatten, Vaduz, Chur, over
the SpAgen and down to Milan or Venice.
The Cantons were developing and communicating one with the other. So,
on the 'road' the Cantonal Messengers in their distinctive dress could
travel with the messengers of the merchants, the Guilds and the Finance
Houses. The missives carried by these latter bore distinctive marks of
the originator, the carrier, any cost, instructions to the carrier, particularly of speed, e.g., Cito in various forms, poste haste, and, in
Sweden the affixing of one, two, or three feathers with wax. The Corsini
correspondence, when the archives appeared on the market a few years
ago was a great source of information to Europeans, even to those who
could only view it in other people's collections, as it went back to
the 1500s.
Another development had been in 1489 when the Emperor Maximilian I
had established a ligne of mounted messengers from Brussels to Innsbruck
and Milan, by the brothers Tasso, to become Thurn and Tassis, or Taxis,
and who came to control so much of the posts from the North Sea to Italy.
In 1680 they took control of the posts in Schaffhausen and operated until
1853, even after the Federal posts were established. All this time
efforts were being made to get over the Gotthard, both from the north
and south.
In 1610 the brothers Hess opened the first post office in Zurich. In
1669 the French assumed control of the Geneve-Lyon Ordinaire and opened
the French Bureau de Poste in Geneva, followed by Zurich in 1670.
In 1675 Beat Fischer took control of the Bern posts

July 1990

HELVETIA NEWSLETTER

Page 53

and opened an office in Geneva; Sardinia followed in 1703. Beat Fischer
made judicious covenants or treaties and was soon operating the northsouth transit service from the German states, Thurn and Tassis,
Brandenburg, the Netherlands and northern Italy. In 1698 Beat Fischer
died but his three sons and their descendants continued through the
Helvetic and Napol,.effic period until they lost all their powers and
finally ceased to OPerate in 1832.
The Helvetic Period saw the posts reasonably unified under one
control, instead of the separate cantons. Letters bearing the 'Extra
Courier' handstamp are prized possessions but now difficult to find.
One exhibit at Philexfrance last year included eight! France annexed
part of the Jura and the Bishopric of Basel, with Mulhouse, as the
Department of Mont Terrible, later called Haut Rhine. Geneva was the
Department Leman, and Valais, for a time, the Department du Simplon.
The 1803 Act of Mediation saw postal control returned to the Cantons,
except the above. We do find however that the Cantons were linking
up with their neighbours or others interested in certain routes, as,
for example, Luzern with Basel and on to Ticino, and Luzern with
Ulrich and Ticino. In 1818, 1828 and 1845 France made treaties with
groups of Cantons. The reason, France wished to ensure that she
received all her dues.
All this time the courrier routes were spreading across the country;
the horse messenger was replaced by the coach and diligence, which
could carry up to 12 passengers. The steam engine was here, trains
being built and taking over from the horse, so followed the Travelling
Post Office. Mail was also carried on the steamers on some of the
lakes. Motorised vehicles appeared in 1904 and began the marvellous
Swiss Post Bus service. The forming of Swissair in 1931 was the
impetus for the Air Mail Service development.
Going back to 1842 saw the first postage stamps in Zurich and
Geneva, with Basel later in 1845. The year 1848 saw the Act of Confederation, followed by the uniform postal services and monetary
reform. Official Postal Stationery was introduced, registration and
recouvrement services, express service, postage dues, and the issue
of booklet stamps in 1904. Internationally in 1874/5 had come the
Universal Postal Union, still with its headquarters in Bern. Then
special services operated for the military and for people in the
Swiss internment camps in the Franco-Prussian War, and World War I
and World War II.
The displays covered limited areas. The first was of the postal
markings of Geneva from 1755 to 1850, the early ones being of the
French post office in Geneva, the 99 Geneva when it was a 'Departement
Conquis', the Fischer regime marks, the introduction of circular
date stamps and the different forms and taxe handstamps. Correspondence addressed to Islers of Wohlen showed mail to the firm from both
within and without Switzerland up to UPU date, showing different taxe
markings and the conversions of foreign rates. A small section showed
the marks on correspondence coming from France to Switzerland, after
the 1828 treaties, comparing it with letters the other way.
Mr Payne presented letters from Luzern after 1800. Mr Johnson,
Canton Ticino, with examples of the lake mails on Maggiore. Mr Mistely
found himself unexpectedly reporting the beginnings of the Swiss Air
Mail Service. To these three gentlemen I give my sincere thanks.
Members wanting further information are ref4ed to the book by
Arthur Weiss 'La Poste en Suisse' in French and German editions.
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POSTAL TERMS FOUND ON SWISS CANCELLATIONS
AND THEIR MEANING • • • By Felix Ganz
Some time ago several enquiries were received as to the significance of
certain abbreviations - or at times spelled out terms - on Swiss circular date
stamps of very large regional head post offices, In going through several
thousand postmarks, the following terms were found, and there are given below
alphabetically such terns, together with their most likely translation. Only
large Post Offices feature such inner-divisional identifications, while terms
appearing at the bottom of cancellations of branch offices of large cities
signify only the name of the branch. These sub-divisional markings appear as
early as 1870 in some instances. Several mean the same thing, but may be
described in different terms.
RR depot
Gore
Airport
Aeroport
Money
division.
Geldpost
Receiving
(window)
Annahme
Geldannahme Money acceptance window
Receiving station
Annahmeamt
Newspapers
Giornali
Incoming mails
Arrivee Mess.
Posting of ...
Aufgabe
Newspapers
Journaux
Distribution, delivery
Ausgabe
District H.Q.
Kreispost
Postal cars divisi)n
Autodienst
Control office
Kontrolle
Airmail
Aviation
Letter arriving branch
Let. Arr.
Railroad Depot
Bahnhof
Letter mail
Lettres
Office dealing with
Bahnpostamt
Letter mail(s)
Lettere
RR mail despatch
Airmail
Luftpost
Brief ant
Letter office
Mnndate,Mandats Postal money orders
Briefe
Letters (div)
Mandatbureau Money Order office
Brief & GeldLetter & Money Ace.
Mandatdistr. Mon.order del. section
Div.
postamt
Mess(ageries) Mail office
Letter receiving
Briefannahme
Briefaufgabe
Letter posting
C.O.D. window
Nachnahmen
Brf. Dist.
Letter distribution
Office dealing with RR
Office des
Brf. Ausgabe
Letter delivery
mail despatch
Ambulants
Brf. Exped.
Letter despatch
Office tempor. Temporary mail facility
Briefpost
Letter window
Brieftrager
Mail carrier
Parcel post office
Paketart
Letter despatch
Briefversand
Paketannähme Parcel receiving window
Paketaufgabe Parcel posting window
Paketausgabe Parcel distribution
Paketversand Parcel despatch
Paketpost
Parcel post
Poste aerienne Airmail
Uill call (general del.)
Postlager
PK(postkreis) Postal district
Posterestante Will call (general del.)
Postreisende Postal coach div (for
travellers; ticket ofce)

Cases
Checkant
Checkb (tiro)
Checkb.K.
Consign. Lett.
Consign Mess.
Controle
Colis

Lock. boxes(POB)
Cheque division
Cheque office
Cheque control etc.
Letter Acceptance Div.
Mail Acceptance Div.
Control Office
Parcels

Depot Colis
Den:4 Lett.
Depot OFF
Distribution
Druck & Werz.

Parcel window
Letter window
RR station office
Delivery
Stamp printing Div.

Eildienst
Eilzustellg.
Eilversand
Eilschalter
Eil - & Tel.
zust.
Exp(edition)
Exp. Lett

Special Delivery Serv.
Special delivery
Special Del. despatch
Special del.window
Transit(o)
Special del. & Telegram distribution
Trans.Iett
Posting of ...
Letter posting division
Transitzoll
(despatch)
Spec. del. & Telegrams
Umleitstelle
Parcel despatch (by
Vaglia
horse coach)
Versand
Horse parcel coach
Wertzeichen
Mail carrier (letters)
ZahlungsMail carrier(s)
anweisungen
Lock boxes 1101
Zeitungen
Lock boxes POB
Branch Office
Airport
Reproduced,
Airmail

Expr.et Teleg.
Fahrpostausgi
FP Aufg.
Fahrpost
Fact. Lett.
Facteur(s)
Facher
Forme Posta
Fil(iale)
Flugplatz
Flugpost

C.O.D.
Recouvrenents
Rembauraements Money delivery (or pay
in) window
RR station
Station
Stazione
RR station
Succ(ursale)
Branch office.
Spediz.lettere Letter despatch

Transit office (mostly
for customs goods)
Letter transit
(resorting office)
Transit customs
Rerouting office
Money matters (value)
Despatch
Postage stamps
Delivery of payments
Newspapers

by request, from the

Helvetia Newsletter of December 1969.
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Did you know?

l'age 55

by M Rutherfoord

- that in February next year the B rate will be 50c, as now, but the
rate for A letters has not yet been confirmed by parliament at 80c as
proposed by the PTT. So it looks likely that the left-handed postman
will soon be superseded.
- that all those stars will disappear from slow letters, i.e., printed
matter, at 25c, but we will see if the new rate will double the speed.
Postmark collectors suffer another blow in any case, pity. The government has insisted that the PTT hand over the usual 150m Fr, every year,
so an increase, after 6 years, is inevitable.
- that some years ago I mentioned old steam engines in the jungles of
Vietnam, lying on the line destroyed by the Americans. Now a team from
the Furka Steam Club are going out to fetch them back, for a million
francs. All four were made by the SIM in Winterthur, two left the FO
Railway 40 years ago. Another three were too far gone, so have been
broken up for spares. It will be a great adventure.
- that a special small exhibition at the Swiss National Museum, next
to the Zurich Main Railway Station, shows items from their collection
of articles of the Gotthard Post, and their main item is on its way to
Bern, with a dressed-up crew, for the opening of the new PTT Museum on
22nd June, namely Post Coach No. 880 "Flffelen - Camerlata" (just south
of Como). Another coach will come from Basel. The Museum has also issued
a slim 60-page booklet "Der Gotthard-Postwagen" at SFr.15.
- that all collectors will know Koller's famous picture of the Gotthard
Post pulled by five horses with a stray calf running in front. What is
now being shown for the first time to the public at the above exhibition
is a second version, done in 1874 especially for an Englishman, and now
in the possesion of a Swiss bank.
- that New Zealand has issued two Exhibition blocks, each with a Swiss
stamp, as one of a block of four, the Zurich 4, and the Basel Dove.
Note that these items are not valid for postage.
- that 1990 is the Centgpary of the death of Gottfried Keller. There
was a 5c PJ stamp issued 40 years ago, now nothing, except a special
SFr.5.- piece.
- that Felix Ganz has found another 2-star cancel for me, and you.
See the following illustration.
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COMPETITION SUCCESS
Our junior member, Haydn Vaughan won the George G Heaps Cup in the
Yorkshire Philatelic Association competition at the annual convention
at Harrogate on June 9th, Congratulations.

July 1990

HELVETIA NEWSLETTER

Page 56

Here is the key to the stamp references in 'Armchair

J. S. ARMSTRONG

Traveller:-

POSTAGE STAMP DEALER

1717 100th Anniversary of the Confederation of Bakers and
Confectioners.

2546 World Masters Ski Competitons, St Moritz, 1974

Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can

2438 & 2581 World Masters Skating Competitions, Davos, 1965 &

be explored.

PP33 A house in the Engadine.
2531 Another house in the Engadine!

1977.
2221 Piz Roseg, Pontresina's 'local' mountain.
7322 150th Anniversary Alpine Games at Unspunnen, Interlaken.
2655 The Unspunnen Stone which is used at the Interlaken
Games.
2415 The Planta House at Sasedan.
AM33 The lakes in the Engadine Valley.
2433 & 434 Guess what!
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If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit Of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.

A

485 MARINE ROAD,
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF

ATIONALE DE PHILAT 4

T/Ar
56fr,0

K1260

11114

9

Phone (0524) 414055

7

Buy the new
ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1989/90
available of September 1990

rz DM
1:4,

zumsbein
ENJX438
1989/90

Postal fees for Europe:

Prices

Europe
Europe
Europe
Europe

North
Middle
South
East supplement

SFr.
SFr.
SFr.
SFr.

25.-25.-25.-8.--

SFr. 8.-SFr. 9.-SFr. 9.-SFr. 12.--

SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN 1989/90
in colour, german/french
NEW: with price tendencies!
ztinsbeb
sec)ht3,3nlabgairl
isa9/90

paper cover
spiral binding

SFr. 13.50
14.50
SFr

SFr. 7.-SFr. 7.--

Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our Agent in Great
Britain: VERA TRINDER LTD., 38 Bedford Street, Strand, London WC2E 9EU
For direct orders to Zumstein, please use our postal account:
Berne 30334-1 for prepayments. Thank you!
ZUMSTEIN + CIE, propr. Hertsch + Co.
CH-3000 Berne 7/Switzerland
P.O. Box
Phone: 031 22 22 15, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH

Do you know our monthly newspaper the "BERNER BRIEFMARKEN-ZEITUNG"? We send you

gladly a specimen copy free of charge, with no obligation whatsoever.

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
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by Bob Johnson

44th year

(from the Ticino)

This was the title common to two exhibitions staged in co-operation
by the philatelic societies of Rho (NW of Milan) 19-21 May and Bellinzona 28 June to 1 July 1990, with some exhibits being presented at
both. Our President, Fred Pickard, and I visited the latter on 29 June
and found some 2300 sheets on display and eight dealers' stocks to
inspect. Switzerland provided 13 displays against 21 by Italy. With
my interest in Ticino I naturally concentrated on displays concerned
with that Canton and was chastened but gratified to see many strikes
'in the flesh' which had only previously been entries in the Zanini
list of the marks 1850-1900 (but I was fortunate enough to obtain a
few from the dealers:). Apart from the exhibits of Ticino and Italy,
there were thematic (one on the 'Story of Switzerland' which was
fascinating),
and displays by youth. I was startled to see
in one display the extent that Switzerland had rationing in World
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War II, including sugar, soap, bread, butter, eggs, meat, textiles,
coffee and shoes.
I returned to the exhibition on 30 June intending to see the departure of the airship carrying mail on a flight to the cantonal airport
of Magadino, but it had left earlier than scheduled, though it was due
to come back at 10.00. Unfortunately it ran out of gas and failed to
return, so all I have as a souvenir of the flight is a postcard with
special cancels commemorating the flight. One of the cancels commemorates the 50th anniversary of a flight by Erminio Flori, a pioneer
pilot from Bellinzona, from Luzern to Rome. The exhibition also in-.
cluded a display of items, reports etc. on this pilot's achievements.
In the afternoon there was a 'conference' on the theme of Ticino
postal history. Luckily for me (as, not surprisingly, the leader Sergio
Bonio spoke in Italian) there were slides to see and referring to his
display which I had managed to translate in part.
The PTT had supplied a mobile post office which had sunshades and,
I hope, air conditioning, as the temperature reached 28 C. It was noticeable that the windows at the serving positions were only opened
when a customer was present.
This was the 13th event since 1913 that the Circolo Filatelico of
Bellinzona had mounted (in contrast to the Rho PS, only formed in 1975),
p
and their expertise was im ressively in evidence in the organisation.
It was a pity there seemed to be so few visitors but perhaps this was
due to the heat and that Friday was a holiday. Those who did not come
missed a treat - I enjoyed it immensely.
The catalogue covered both exhibitions and contained articles on the
Bellinzona side on: 1. The first postage stamp used in Bellinzona;
2. The first circular cancellation; 3. Official cancellations of
Bellinzona town; 4. The Diligences; and 5. Erminio Flori, Pioneer of
Air Flight.
Lastly I must mention that the exhibition was sponsored by the Banco
dello Stato del Cantone Ticino - an idea we might adopt here:
On a general note I was pleased to discover that Switzerland had not
succumbed to the dreaded MLO/postal centre system, as envelopes I
posted wherever the coach stopped on a trip up the Val Verzasca have
received the local postmark.
by Geoff Hubbard

REPLY-PAID POSTCARDS

Reply-paid postcards were, as the name suggests, a method of sending a
card with ani forated attachment prepaid for the recipient to reply
free of charge. The reply halves with Swiss stamp impressions will, of
course, have foreign postmarks. By their very nature this makes them
very collectable and they are difficult to find.
1 Apr 1886
1 May 1921
1 Oct 1925
1 Mar 1948
1 Apr 1959

Only UPU countries
20c
50c
40c

50c
60c

France, Germany, Austria
-30c
20c
30c
40c

The 6th UPU Congress in Rome, 1906, suggested the issue of International
Reply Coupons. In effect these came into use in 1907 and could be purchased at main post offices. In turn the coupons could be exchanged for
a stamp at the first weight scale so that an addressee could reply free
of char g e. The y are still being sold today.
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REVIEW of Volume 3 of the Catalog of
the fiscal stamps of the Kantone and

Books

Gemeinden of Switzerland by Gene Kelly

99 pages, black and white illustrations,
in English, card cover, spiral binding.
Obtainable from the author at: Steiner‘ strasse 15, CH-8253 Diessenhofen. SFr.35-.
A liberal use of the question mark after the word proof in the text
indicates the difficulty experienced by the author in dealing with the
subject. Full credit must be given to Mr Kelly for his work; the
listing and opinions are bound to cause controversy, but that is the
very stuff of collecting.
Greater authority might have been achieved had the sources for some
of the research been shown. As to the prices one must say that there
is very much a feeling of this being done 'Off the top of the head'.
The basic layout and printing are identical to the earlier two
volumes, coupled with the minor spelling errors. However, this is a
must for all collectors of this material.
F Pickard
Recent additions to the Society's
Library, and now available from the
Hon. Librarian Rob Hafner, 2 Roundhill
Close, Exeter EX4 5AQ in the usual way.
The 1990 edition of the Swiss PTT List
of Localities, the Ortsverzeichnis, is
waiting for you or you can get a copy
from any post office if you are on a
trip to Switzerland, SFr.2-.
Volume 3 of Gene Kelly's Fiscal Catalog, reviewed above, is also now
in the Library.
SOME WORDS OF THANKS
Herr Robert Hirlimann has handed over the reins of
the Swiss Fiscal Study Group of the SGSV to Herr
Denis Gainon of Neuchatel.
It is 13 years since our member Mr Eric Lienhard
first told HPS members of this then new study group, and appealed
for members to join it. During that period Herr Hiirlimann has worked
tirelessly to produce a regular newsletter, and an ongoing series of
catalogue pages to form the 'Handbuch der Schweizerischen Fiskalmarken'.
I count myself as being fortunate in having joined the group at the
start. A tremendous amount of information and original research has
been carried out. We owe a debt of thanks to Herr Hiirlimann for his
magnificent efforts over the years; our understanding of the area of
fiscal items has been enriched greatly.
F P

100.'

01101n1111110
%111101

Your Hon. Packet Secretary, address on the cover,
urgently requires material in the form of made-up
booklets or packets of covers to enable you to
receive something this season. When you have read
the newsletter then remember this appeal!
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Portraits

Portrait stamps are issued at irregular intervals and depict famous people from Switzerland and other countries.
After a break of several years a new set of portraits, featuring writers and painters, is being issued on
5 September 1990. It has been designed by the well-known painter and graphic artist Hans Erni,
Lucerne, and engraved by Pierre Schopfer, La Chaux (Cossonay).

V

CONRAD FERDINAND MEYER

was born at Zurich on 11 October 1825, the scion of an old patrician
family. His youth was overshadowed by his father's early death, by depression and the outbreak of a
nervous disorder. As a result, he had to give up his law studies and enter a mental homefor a time. A long
stay in the French-speaking part of Switzerland was followed by journeys to France. Germany and Italy,
where he became an admirer of the work of Michelangelo. Renaissance culture and Michelangelo's
monumental style became an ideal that was to inspire his poetry and prose. He disapproved of depicting
contemporary life in literature and turned to historical themes instead, as in "Jürg Jenatsch" and
"Die Richterin". Appreciated by his contemporaries mainly for his epic verse and prose ("Huttens letzte
Tage", "Engelberg") C. E Meyer is now considered a precursor of lyrical symbolism that subordinates
personal feeling to imagery. A man of independent means, he settled in Zürich, marrying a girl from a
wealthy local family in 1875, and moving to a villa in nearby Kilchberg in 1877. It was here that he wrote
the best of his work, which, along with Jeremias Gotthelf and Gottfried Keller, ranks him among thechief
representatives of 19th-century Swiss literature. In 1892 his illness returned, ending the creative period
of his life. C. E Meyer died on 28 November 1898 at his home in Kilchberg.
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ANGELIKA KAUFFMANN was born on 30 October 1741 in Chur, but moved to Morbegno in the Valtelli na and later to Como and Milan with her parents (her father was from Schwarzenberg, Bregenzerwald,
and her mother from Chur). She showed precocious talent and even as a child helped her father with his
work as a painter. In 1757, after her mother's death, Angelika went to Schwarzenberg with her father,
who had been commissioned to repaint the parish church there. The daughter's contribution to this
project was the twelve Apostles al fresco. After a further visit to the south, with stops in Valtellina, Milan,
Rome and Venice, Angelika moved to London, where she lived between 1766 and 1781 and became a
member of the Royal Academy. Her influence was so great that a saying was even coined about her: "The
whole world is Angelica made". Angelika married the Venetian painter Antonio Zucchi and moved with
him to Venice and then to Rome, where she lived until her death on 5 November 1807. Her home was a
social magnet for artists and intellectuals, including Goethe, whose portrait Angelika painted. Her work
was particularly famous for its subtle colouring and graceful treatment of classical themes.

BLAISE CENDRARS was born Frederic Louis Sauser on 1 September 1887 in La Chaux-de-Fonds. He
spent his youth with his parents in Naples and Neuchatel, but abruptly left commercial college and ran
away from home at the age of seventeen. This marked the beginning of extensive travels that later
took him all over the world; he even witnessed the first revolutionary upheavals in Russia. However,
between trips he occasionally returned to Berne and Paristo mull over his impressions and expressthem
in literary form. Paris also offered him an opportunity of cultivating contacts with various contemporary
artists such as Chagall, Modigliani, Apollinaire and Robert and Sonia Delaunay. During the First World
War he joined the Foreign Legion and rose to the rank of corporal, but had his right hand blown off by
a grenade in Northern France in 1915. After the war, Cendrars resumed his travels and, in addition to
regularly publishing new works, sometimes devoted his attention to films. He was a war correspondent
with the British Army for several months at the beginning of the Second World War before withdrawing
to Aix-en-Provence. As he grew older, he travelled less and less, but this barely diminished his output as
a writer. Theauthor, international traveller and adventurer who brought a cosmopolitan noteto literature
died on 21 January 1961 at his Paris home.
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FRANK BUCHSER was born on 15 August 1828 in Feldbrunnen, Canton Solothurn, the son of a
farmer, inn-keeper and horse-dealer. He served his apprenticeship as a piano and organ builder in
Solothum and then started work in a Berne piano factory. But by then he was already taking drawing
lessons from Heinrich von Arx. One day Buchser suddenly decided to follow his natural bent and become
an artist. He trained at the Accademia San Luca in Rome (where he also served in the Vatican's
Swiss Guard), the Academie in Paris and in Antwerp. Then his temperament, restless nature and thirst
for adventure gained the upper hand, sending him on long journeys, usually lasting several years.
He madefrequenttripsto Spain, Paris, England, Italy, Morocco, Greece, the Balkansand, forfive years, to
North America. Hetravelled all over the interior of Morocco in 1858 disguised as a sharif and took part in
the Rif War there in 1860. The original reason for histrip to the USA wasto collect material for a gigantic
painting in the Houses of Parliament in Berne, depicting the chief protagonists in the American
Civil War. Buchser always came back to Switzerland, if only for a few months or one or two years at
a time, but throughout his life, and finally with success, he fought for a legal basis for State support
of the arts. He spent his last years with his brother in Feldbrunnen, where he died on 22 November 1890.
Buchser's plein-air painting is marked by a fascination with light. His passionate nature found
appropriate artistic expression in the thrilling immediacy of rapid sketches in oils and drawings.

Av.

As a curtain raiser to the forthcoming jubilee year, two special stamps will be issued in 1990 to herald the
i mportant historical event.
Both values, 50 c and 90 c, feature the Septicentennial emblem, symbolizing the growth of the Confederation, and variations on the theme of the Swiss cross representing strength, vigour, changing times and
diversity of outlooks.
The designs are by graphic artists Rüttimann + Haas, Lucerne.

HELVETIA GENEVE 90

National Stamp Exhibition 1990

After a six-year break the Union of Swiss Philatelic Societies is staging a national stamp exhibition,
HELVETIA GENEVE 90. Fortwelvedays, from 5 to 16 September 1990, Geneva's Palexpo complex will be
housing this major traditional stamp show.
The miniature sheet designed by Fred Bauer, Küsnacht, to commemorate the event comprises four individual stamps with themes relating to Geneva. It is only sold complete, though thefour 50c values can
be detached and used individually or as a block.
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Septicentennial of the Swiss Confederation
As tradition has it, the three forest cantons of Uri, Schwyz and Nidwalden pledged an eternal alliance
on the RON meadow in early August 1291. This solemn oath is regarded as the origin of the Swiss
Confederation, which will therefore be celebrating its 700th anniversary in 1991, with festivities
throughout the year in every part of Switzerland.

HELVETIA

1991

mr.ikes

v

LE
Top left: Brass badge worn by Geneva Cantonal
Post drivers (pre-1849).
Bottom left: View of Geneva with the (Ile Rousseau> and the (Pont des Bergues>.
Top right: View of Geneva with the (Place du
Bourg-de-Four> and the entrance to (Rue
Etienne-Dumont>.
Bottom right: On 30 September 1843, Canton
Geneva was the third European state to issue its
own stamps, known as the <Double Geneva>.
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NEW TARIF SYSTEM IN 1991

by M Rutherfoord

On 1st February 1991 a radical change of the Swiss postal system takes
place in that a two-tier system is introduced, not only in Switzerland,
but for foreign mail too. "A" for next day delivery, "B" for 2 to 3
days later, here.
At the UPU conference in Washington in 1989 it was decided to allow
the successful British and French systems of two-tier mail to be extended world-wide. It seems the Swiss will be the first to take advantage of this decision.
Not only letters will be affected, but packets as well, in that instead of ten different ways to send something abroad, there will be
only five in future.
To identify the service required, the A letters must be marked as
such, otherwise they go as B. Foreign letters and packets must carry
a "Par Avion" label or a new one "Prioritaire". Note that this is not
the US Priority Mail, or EMS as it is generally known (see illustrations).
The letter A must be at least 6mm high. "Printed matter" no longer
exists, but all letters can be sealed. This is better for automatic
mailing machines, and with modern photocopiers the PTT clerk cannot
determine what is an original and what is a copy.
=447-14*

1

N

A

/4.i.cimef

A

1

Ft3)

n-1.2.91

8021

0080

, All: : ii....,
—
HEVAMA

P.P.

11-iELYET1A10

A

Zürich

50969 .1251

8.4

A-Post
Herren
Lauber &
Post fach

nHELVETIA1 ilI llt

gum

00 8 0

Jaggi

wirml

ELL

3000 Bern 7

or

Ep
TrimP1?
,

60959 Mill

Bulk mail
Foreign mail

Business mail

Ordinary mail

TABLE OF THE MAIN RATES shown as 'old/new' (summary only)
Foreign mail
Priority A

Inland letters
g

A

B

50/80 35/50
250
500 150/150 75/100
Note, all "Stars"
are abandoned

g

iMparta

Rest

Non-priority B
Europe
iM p arta

4gsetc.

140/--

10
20* 90/ 90

- -

- -

PM/PM/new

PM/Eft/new

60/70/70

70/90/80

20

110/110

170/160

50

180/160

300/270 80/120/90

1 00/19 0/1 10

Registered: 200/300A

100

250/250 400/400

110/170/120

150/290/160

Express fee: 500/500

200

500/450 860/700

170/295/180

250/540/260

* = CEPT/Europe

Registration fee: 200/250
Express fee: 500/500

At lot of simplifications for both PTT and user, at a price!
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Did you know?

by M Rutherfoord

- that 233 749 replies were received by the PTT to their 'Best Stamp'
competition. 22.7% voted for the 90c Tinguely stamp of 1988, probably
because it was the biggest. In the western Cantons the St. Bernard
Hospice and dog got a lot of votes, 9.7%; third place the JU 52 with
Matterhorn. Food for thought. For the years 88 & 89, 45 were offered.
- that the A post is now definitely to be 80c, but the PTT hope that
there will not be too many of them, otherwise the costs of sorting will
be too high. Note that changes might still occur. New rises for 1992
are planned by the PTT.
- that Hans Schwarzenbach plans three auctions during the next 12 months,
as follows: Nov 90 (lots by 22nd Sept), spring (by end Jan 91), and
autumn (by mid July 91).
•
- that Chiani also plans his next auction for 26th Nov to 1st Dec 1991.
- that the Circolo Filatelico di Bellinzona published in 1985 "Note
di Storia Postale del Cantone Ticino 1798-1848", 100 A4 pages, many
illustrations, SFr.20-, plus postage. Very useful.
- that the "Nuova Edizioni Trilingue SA" of 6962 Viganello has just
published "Post Hotel" in Italian and German, the story of the hotels
built along the postal routes in the central alps of Switzerland; 252
pages, 223 illustrations, 42 in colour. Also from this publisher the
famous Wyss "Die Poste" in Italian as well as a number of others on
ships and railways.
- that I am sure Fred Smith has made an important discovery of the
missing cross on the church of Castagnola (p49). There is no cross
there now and going through about 25 postcards back to 6.8.10 I could
see none. The original Bickel essay (for a 15c stamp) shows a cross.
This is the error, I think he could not believe the photo he had before
him, so he put in the "missing" cross. Congratulations!
- that at the end of June the first bilateral, Italian-Swiss, exhibition
was held in Bellinzona. Much information on lake posts, Gotthard etc.
The special cancellation is shown on page 56 as this show was part of
the 1400 years celebrations of Bellinzona. Below are the illustrations
used for the machine slogan (the obelisk commemorating the 100 years
freedom of the Ticino, 1803-190g and the hand cancel used by San Marino
at their stand showing the Uri castle.
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ARMCHAIR TRAVELLER - Tea and Cakes page 51 - an update!

HE

O

We have been reminded by Herr Thomas Galliker of Zug, the
publisher of the quarterly Der Aushang for Swiss collectors,
that one cafe which should not be forgotten is the Cafe
Treichler in Zug whose speciality is the famous "Zuger
Kirschtorte". The wrapper around this memorable cake features
the blue and white tiled roof of the clock tower in Zug,
which, of course, is shown on Z 753!
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J. S. ARMSTRONG
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POSTAGE STAMP DEALER
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Herrliberger

Sammlung

K 1263
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Flag cancels
are not some31. 999999 9191990
I. S•pternb•r
thing included
in the newsletter as there are too
many of them. If you are in the area
this one looks 'worth a detour'.
3 THALER

1_7

WINZERFEST
'90

Don't forget
this exhibition
which is worth
a special trip
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Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this

direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.

485 MARINE ROAD,
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF
Phone (0524) 414055
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ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1990/91
EUROPA CATALOGUES 1990/91
NEW arrangement in the succession of countries for
Western Europe and NEW dates for publication
Edition September 1990 - Western Europe Vol 1 A-I
(Italy) with supplement of new editions and price
modifications for volume 2 and Eastern Europe
Price SFr.49- plus postage for Europe of SFr.11Western Europe Vol 2 with supplements to Vol 1
and Eastern Europe will be published spring 1991
Eastern Europe will be published autumn 1991

•

Ern

zumsbein
europa

Switzerland/Liechtenstein 1991 (Edition August 1990)
in colour, german/french, again with price tendencies!
SFr. 13.50
paper-bound
postage for Europe SFr.10.50
SFr. 15.00
spiral-bound
Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our
Agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford
Street, Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU
For direct orders to Zumstein please use our postal
account (Giro): Bern 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you.

zumsben

1991

Band I (A-I)

zumsbein
fachweiz
leohbensbein

1991

Zumstein + Cie, propr. Hertsch + Co.
PO Box CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland
Tel: 031 22 22 15, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH
Telefax: 031 21 23 26
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EXPRESS LETTER DATE AND TIME MARKS
-

year

by M Rutherfoord

many Express letters have higher-value stamp s with clear handstamps they are seldom kept intact and the covers with their interesting
back-marks, if any, are lost.
What follows is about one of these marks used in Switzerland from
about 1970 onwards on Express letters which served to show the actual
time taken for the complete journey, especially if a transit office
was involved, i.e., reloaded on to another train. Each such letter
should have therefore at least two of these marks. Why so few are seen
is a mystery to me.
There are three main types:

1B BO

OEL
1985 xJ 29

1

42.604

Chiasso 2

12 4

6.1

1985 VIII 23

15 : 0 9
47

Year Month Day , Hour Minute

1989 AUG 30

21 2 5

'I

The mark is made by an electrically-driven desk gadget, in blue, on
the reverse of the cover slid into a slot. This releases a trigger
which stamps the time on the cover. I think only year and month are
set manually, the rest is given by the electric clock. Business firms
use the same machine for their post arrivals, without the top designation, or perhaps the space can be used for a specific department in
the firm. Why the PTT have some curious names and numbers, and yet
very clear for others, is quite beyond me (see table). Note there are
none for Neuchgtel, Chur or Bellinzona.
Only four forerunners are known to me, as follows:
ZOE
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In the table 0E1/B y means

_

BV, B y , B y e

OEL

Orrice
-- Ambulant / Bahnpostamt
OA

Bpa

Dispatch Office and

1 Geneve 1 / 2

OÉL 1

18 3.11.75

OA Gve

OA/Bpa stands for the

2

OEL II

15 12. 6.73

OA

Lausanne 1

my examples,.first _and
3

sometimes last date

OA H

15 10. 3.86

Boa III

15 15.12.70

15 10. 1.89

Spa III

15 28. 9.78

Yverdon 1

14 4. 8.87

Fribourg 1

16 22.11.84

Bva III
Bva 111

Bern 1

found. Any additions
and corrections should

5

5. 311

Basel 2

be sent to the Editor.
Height (H) is given in

Basel 2 B y

18 12. 2.71
30. 8.72
14 14. 4.81

Solothurn 1

14 31.11.80

Olten

millimetres, plus or
minus a half.
Inland & foreign letters

2

Aarau 1

7

Luzern 2 I B y

8

Zurich 1

VII

42.984

can be so stamped. Only

42.984

in some cases can all

42 984

15

1. 4.82

18

9. 1.76

a 18

11. 1.76

4. 1.82
b 15
1. 3.82
13. 9.88
c 15 8.12.88

Chargé

would not be impossible)

Winterthur 1

as is shown in this

42.984 R
8.571
8 571

example of a business
letter in October 1978:

9
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\
- 1710.79-19, 1`))
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17.y.78 ,,,

r 3
0
6'4
4('
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CORO

15

4_

a 18 15. 6.76
30. 6.81
42.604
b 14
1. 3.82
13. 1.87
42.6 04 , 15 12. 1.88
16. 8.88
4 d 14 30.AUG.89

5_81

a 15 10. 6.70
b15 ca. 73

Bpa St.Gallen 15 20.10.84

St.Gallen 1
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A DAY ON THE JUNGFRAU RAILWAY

Page 67
by R A Hoyle

After talking to your Editor recently about a day on the Jungfrau
Railway on August 1st 1987 he persuaded me to put pen to paper for
the Newsletter.
August 1st 1987 was in fact the 75th anniversary of this world
famous line and also the day on which the remarkable new tourist
complex at the Jungfraujoch- was officially opened. Being a lover of
high mountain and glacier scenery, and also of Swiss railways, I was
fortunate-that-my-summer holiday that year coincided with this important event. For 10 days my wife and I were based at the Hotel Christina
at Wilderswil, only a few yards from the station and an ideal base
for anyone wanting to explore the Bernese Oberland.
I had been on the Jungfrau Railway several times before but this day
was obviously going to be something special. We boardedthe 06.35 train
(yes 6.35 a.m.) from Interlaken Ost at Wilderswil for the start of a
day I shall remember for the rest of my life. Being a collector of
railway cancellations I armed myself with a supply of addressed envelopes, postcards and an assortment of relevant stamps, which I hoped to
--put-to-goOd use before the end of the day.
As this is about the Jungfrau Railway (as opposed to the Berner
Oberland Bahnen) which starts from Kleine Scheidegg, the only comment
I wish to make is that perhaps one of the finest views in the whole of
Switzerland is that first sight of the Eiger, Manch and Jungfrau as
you round the Wengernalp just before Scheidegg. Perhaps nowhere are
the great mountains so close and spectacular, and on this occasion as
I looked up at these 'Monarchs of the Alps' my only worry was that
the actual summits were hidden in cloud.

•

•

1

1

At last we arrived at Kleine Scheidegg to find not just the usual
Jungfraubahn trains waiting to take us to the Jungfraujoch but a
station decorated with flags and flowers. There was also some old
rolling stock on parade with two coaches fitted out as a bar and
lounge, obviously for the use of the VIPs later in the day. As there
was a special postmark being used at Kleine Scheidegg there was the
usual stall selling the special covers and cards which could be cancelled at the post office inside the station building.
I decided, however, not to get my special cancellations until after
returning from the Jungfraujoch so we joined the usual scramble to be
in the first train to leave. The views from the train can only be
described as stunning with the Eiger to the left while ahead of you
the beautiful ice-covered face of the Mönch getting ever closer. Soon
the train stopped at the Eigergletscher with the glacier on your (p 69)
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WC ifRC NOT arr
ST/IMPCX
! THIS a1JTUMN1
(BUT WE SHALL BE THERE AGAIN IN FEBRUARY '91)
Instead of your Exhibition purchases from our Stand, we invite
you to treat yourself to something SPECIAL by asking for fully
__,insured APPROVALS from our office or, as an alternative, send
us the wants-list you would have asked us to fill for you at
the show. Our Swiss stock has always been outstanding but this
year, with the important "London '90" and 'Geneve 90" shows, we
have even better material than usual- and you can buy cheaper
from us now than later in the year.
WE LOOK FORWARD VERY MUCH TO MEETING OUR FAITHFUL CLIENTS
AT
SPRING STAMPEX AS USUAL
imnomes CLIENTS IN THE U.K.
1111111n1
To arrive at £ Sterling

IMPORTANT

Prices please deduct
11104,

30% DISCOUNT
(VAT. ncU

SPONIOAND

OUR 1991 CATALOGUE (31st edition)
with over 7,000 price alteratons
(and still bigger contents) is at
the printers.
A VERY IMPORTANT CATALOGUE FOR YOU
TO HAVE - SWISS STAMPS ARE ON THE
MOVE AGAIN (UPWARDS!).

The
MA0.1r0 MLLOICTIM

1991 \

4====

H. L. KATCHER
The Amateur Collector Ltd
The Swiss Specialists
P.O. Box 242, London N2 OYZ, England

Do not order now, an order form
will be enclosed with the next
Helvetia Newsletter.
Great Strength Is
The Ability To Supply
1*
: Items Other Dealers Cannot. -;
s

Our

Telephone 081 348 0296
Facsimile 081 347 8397
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right and after a short stop we were off again and into the tunnel
which would transport us through the Eiger and Manch to the world of
the everlasting snow at the Jungfraujoch.
As everyone knows there are two stops on the way (originally there
was a station at the Rotstock, but that is another story), the Eigerwand, where a short tunnel leads to the observation windows looking
down the great North Face and the Eismeer on the other side of the
Eiger. I remember my first visit many years ago when the viewing
galleries were not enclosed by thick glass but open to the elements,
which was much more exciting. I always think it is a pity that the
train stops for only 5 minutes at the Eigerwand and Eismeer (on the
upward journey only) for you hardly have time to take the usual photograph before being rounded up to continue the journey. At 08.55, about
50 minutes after leaving Scheidegg, we finally arrived at the Jungfraujoch and the usual scramble to disembark before heading for the
doors leading directly to the new tourist complex.

I have been fortunate to visit the Jungfraujoch both before and after
the - siisastrous fire of 1972, and also during the construction of the
new building, and one can only marvel at what has been achieved. As
most members will know the old tourist complex and hotel were destroyed
by fire on October 21st 1972. Reconstruction started immediately and
by 1975 the replacement buildings were complete, in the same place and
similar in appearance to those which had been destroyed. Plans for a
permanent building in a more modern design were also considered, but
there were many problems including opposition from environmentalists
to plans for a futuristic tower.
Eventually plans for a design called 'Top of Europe', which was the
work of Ernst Anderegg of Meiringen, were accepted. The building has
windows along its front and is staggered in structure to follow the
line of the mountain. It is appointed rather like a miniature city
centre that satisfies the wishes of tourists during the day before
closing down in the evening. It offers a choice of restaurants (the
self service one was superb) together with a view of the glacier.
There is an exhibition of the building and history of the railway and
the usual souvenir shop. The ice palace is still there with a series
of new sculptures carved by the Japanese. (to be continued)

Page 70

HELVETIA NEWSLETTER

September 1990

12 years OF THE SBZ (1978-89) available FREE to the member who can
collect them from the Bournemouth area as they weigh 10kg (201bs).
The Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung is the philatelic magazine of the
Swiss philatelic societies, in German, French and Italian packed with
information. Ring 0202 87 72 22 now and ask Mr E M Huber for details.
The first meetings of the new season are:
September 15th - Northern Group have 'Members' Displays'.
October 10th - London, Letter 'E' - All Members.
October 13th - 'Sussex Group, R W Peerless shows MWII Soldier Stamps.
Reply-paid postcards, age 58, last month; it seems these are not
perforated as suggested. Please amend your copy of the newsletter.
It is reported that the Swiss Government has rejected a suggestion that
the soldiers of the Swiss Army should be given a twice-daily wine ration
to reduce the wine lake in Switzerland. (Lac Divine?)
Use the Postcode to buy your railway ticket. At the end of May 1990 the
Canton of Zfirich combined all train, bus, tram, trolleybus, ship and
even-aerial cable car, into one homogenous transport undertaking. Not
only bigger than any existing Swiss Regional system, it has 800-odd
ticket vending machines in which you punch buttons according to the
four-figure postcode of the desired destination. A list is contained
in the anodised aluminium front plate of all 300-odd places catered
for, with their postcodes. In railway stations, in addition, tickets
to all main Swiss destinations can be obtained by the same method.
These machines accept Sfr.20- notes as well, and all give change. The
Swiss manufacturer is Autelca/Ascom, i.e., same as supplier to UK, but
I doubt if a version for UK postcodes is being developed. M Rutherfoord.
p

OVERSEAS PRINTED PAPER RATE
by Geoff Hubbard
It shotad be noted that many postcards can be found marked 'Printed
Paper' to obtain the reduced rate. This was permitted only if no more
than five words of greeting were used.
UPU within Europe UPU outside Europe Non UPU
1 Jul 1876
5c
10c
8-18c
all
1 Jul 1877
5c
10c
5-18c
up to
1 Apr 1879
5c
100
10-25c
50g
1 Jun 1883

All UPU countries
5c

Non UPU countries
150

All countries to 50g
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Jul
Jan
Oct
Jan
Jan
Jul
Jul
Jan

1892
1899
1907
1922
1928
1930
1948
1966

1 Jul 1971
1 Jul 1974
1 Jan 1976

Sc
25c
50
10c

all up to 50g

Special rate for Brochures,

Periodicals and
Musical scores

7ic

5c
10c
200
All countries to 20g
300
40c
50c

30
5c
10c
Special rate to 20g
15c
300
* special rate only for
in vesomA4 ..nrr

inn,"

September 1990

HELVETIA NEWSLETTER

Did you know?

Page 71
by M Rutherfoord

- that when you read this GENEVE 90 will be over and we will all hope
that it will not be another 47 years before the next National is held
in this charming city.
- that exhibitors and collectors will have had their first experience
of the new '88 rules. I would like to see the possibility of obtaining
photocopies of desired exhibits, as much of the information is not to
be found anywhere else.
- that the latest, August, issue of the SBZ contains a number of
articles with a Geneva touch, with many illustrations in colour. The
September issue of the BBZ has an article on Geneva too, a list of
the postal equipment on hand at the time of the Federal Post "takeover", namely the 1st October 1849.
- that I will try to find out the significance of the eight countries
shown on the HPO of Geneva. Take amagnifYingglass to the recent 90c
Europa stamp to see which countries are shown.
- that the answer is not in the just-published "Motivhandbuch Schweiz"
No. 25 in the SMV series. For Sfr.50.- you get 570 pages of everything
you want to know about Swiss stamps, all illustrated too. That is,
except for the above! I will mention this to Dr E Schlunegger, after
congratulating him on the most magnificent book of 1990. He mentions
the error found by Member Claude Mistely on the 20c Airstamp of 1944,
i.e., via the BBZ note I put in at the time.
- that the PTT is the 13th biggest concern in Switzerland according
to a recently published book of business statistics. Nestle is the
biggest, but the PTT is the biggest investor in new equipment and
facilities.
- that for the first time since 1964 the PTT has not issued the annual
Postcode booklets, alphabetical and numerical. These are free at all
,
POs. You can drop me a line if you would like a pair for 1989. I
suppose they are still recovering from the shock of renumbering about
a quarter of all POs a year or so ago. There is also a large 1:300 000
map available showing the location of all POs, about Sfr.16.-.
- that M Guinand tells me that his monumental "Catalogue of Temporary
Cancellations" will be published on the 12th September, and available
at GENEVE 90 for Sfr.72.-.
- that the SBB have issued a new edition of their "Rail-map", 1:300 000
at Sfr.14.80, showing the new S-Balm tunnel north of Zürich, and a set
of coloured maps of 13 cities (simplified) as well as all railways
and stations, together with the cantonal boundaries, etc. A must for
all railway collectors.
- that I am collating the two-colour R hand-stamps which have been in
use at the larger Swiss POs since about 1972, and also used by some
banks and municipal offices. The red R has to be inked separately and
carefully from the rest in black, so naturally all combinations are to
be found. Winterthur 1 used all red for about 4 years, while the
Tessin inclined to all black. Recently I have seen a couple designed
for all black use. See illustrations. Can anyone help with photocopies
of examples?
9000 ST GALLEN 1
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J.•S. ARMSTRONG
POSTAGE STAMP DEALER
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Cookery item!

Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.

485 MARINE ROAD.
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF
Phone (0524) 414055

ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1990/91
EUROPA CATALOGUES 1990/91
NEW arrangement in the succession of countries for
Western Europe and NEW dates for publication
Edition September 1990 - Western Europe Vol 1 A-I
(Italy) with supplement of new editions and price
modifications for volume 2 and Eastern Europe
Price SFr.49- plus postage for Europe of SFr.11Western Europe Vol 2 with supplements to Vol 1
and Eastern Europe will be published spring 1991
Eastern Europe will be published autumn 1991

zumsbein

Switzerland/Liechtenstein 1991 (Edition August 1990) °"742
in colour, german/french, again with price tendencies!
SFr. 13.50 postage for Europe SFr.10.50
paper-bound
SFr.15.00
spiral-bound
zumsbein
Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our
Agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford
Street, Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU
For direct orders to Zumstein please use our postal
account (Giro): Bern 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you.
Zumstein + Cie, propr. Hertsch + Co.
and
PO Box am-3000 BERN 7 Switzerl
Tel: 031 22 22 15, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH
Telefax: 031 21 23 26

Zumsbein

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
Printed b y RPM Re p rorranhics Chichester Ltd., Chichester, GB
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FRONTIER TAX FOR VEHICLES - p 17 March Helvetia Newsletter
Fiscal Stamps for Special Authorisations.
As with many things in Switzerland if there is a law saying "thou
shalt not" then you can if you ask first, and pay for it
The Federal Authorities dealing with commercial vehicles lay down
strict rules about size, weight and everything else. Foreign lorries
arriving at the frontier which do not meet the Swiss rules can be let
in if they pay! The receipt for the tax or duty is one of the stamps
shown and this is stuck on the permit and cancelled with the customs
handstamp of the frontier post.
In 1962 it cost 5fr; in 1973 it increased to 10fr and since 1980
it has been 20fr. Unlike the PTT who have stamps printed ready in
advance of a rate change (see the dated corners) the Customs people'
seem to increase the tax and then print the stamps. In the meantime
they use up the old ones by putting two on the permit. (Will the
next increase be to 40fr?)
The 5fr shown in the March issue was printed in two-colour photogravure by Courvoisier, perf 111, while the 10fr was line engraved
by the PTT printing works, perf 111, and the 20fr is two-colour
offset, perf 12i, again by the PTT printing works. Both these last
are in sheets of 25, five stamps by five.
Many thanks to those members who supplied the information and
those who assisted with the translation.
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URGENT MESSAGE from your Hon. Packet Secretary
Booklets are urgently needed if you are to see
season. My previous requests have been largely
been virtually no response so far. Please help
other members and let me have booklets for the
you have forgotten my address is at the top of

any packets this
ignored. There has
yourselves and the
packet NOW. In case
the page! D M Slate.
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Schweizerische PTT-Betriebe
Entreprise des PTT suis'ses
Azienda svizzera delle PTT
Interpresa svizra da la PTT

Adresse

Postcheck

Hauptabteilung Wertzeichen
Ostermundigenstrasse 91
3030 Bern
(031) 62 11 11
(031) 62 23 81
Postgen
30-1030-3

Ihr Zeichen
Votre reference
Vostro nfenmento
Vossa referenza

Ihre Nachrtcht vom
Votre communication du
Vostra comunicazione del
Vossa communtcaziun dal

Telefon
Telefax
Telegramm

October 1990

Generaldirektion
Direction générale
Direzione generale
Direcziun generala

Postdepartement
Département de la poste
Dicastero della posta
Departament da posta

Helvetia Philatelic Society
Mr. Peter Hobbs
Six Tyning End
Bath BA2 6AN
England

Unser Zetchen
Notre reference
Nostro nfenmento
Nossa referenza

Sachbearbeiterlinl
Objet trate par
Oggetto trattato da
Object [recta da

Datum
Date
Data
Data

24.8.1990
1938 Z 215 San Salvatore 20c
Dear Sir
It was with great interest we read your article in your News
Letter No 7 of July 1990 concerning the Church of Castagnola.
After an inquiry into the matter we found out that the photographs in our archives which served the designer of the stamp as
models do not have the cross on the church either.
Thus, we phoned the postal administrator of this village in order
to learn more about this church. He confirmed that the tower is
complete with a cross on top, and that the artist of the stamp
was well aware of this fact. According to his explanations, there
are often very heavy thunderstorms in this region and many times
it happens that the storm hits the cross with full force and
consequently gets smashed. So, during the period of time a new
cross is being constructed and fitted again on the tower, all
photographs taken of the church do not show a cross'.
On the other hand, the missing of the cross on Z 215, PlattenabnUtzung, 1, is due to the worn printing surface, which has not
been retouched.
We hope to have been of help to you, and remain,
Your faithfully
POS GE STAMP MAIN DIVISION
St;
Designs and
Ph . at:iy Branch
'I

(A
W
Bfacher
PTT 115.21 1189 20 000 W 080

October 1990
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a few personal views

Postal History by Mrs M 0 Bidmead
I could have done with much more time than the 3 days I had which
were devoted to the postal history exhibits in the Court of Honour,
the Championship Class, the Jury Class and the general Postal History
Class. When negotiating the long lines of frames, which were not
adequately numbered, I had a quick look at some of the dealers. Some,
or part of the exhibits I had seen before at exhibitions. In the PTT
arena was that donated in 1981 by W Liniger to the PTT Museum of the
prephilately of Geneva 1458-1865. There was also a huge selection of
books from the PTT Library with an active computer search unit.
The exhibits included 84 sheets by Hansuli Sieber of letters that
had been handled by the Forwarding Agents in Geneva mostly in the
18th Century. I endorse Michael Rutherfoord's comment about the hope
of obtaining photocopies of exhibits, but where to start?
Of the 70 entries in the General PH Class 40 were Swiss including
one from our American member Charles LaBlonde. There were several that
were localised to one area or town. Thus "Sur la route du San Gottardo"
from Basel to Milan was a change as it showed everything from prephilately to the beginnings of mechanisation. Is Postal History
becoming too localised? Many of the exhibits followed the same pattern
of a specific place, earliest marks, Helvetic period and afterwards.
This 'local' image was very noticable this year and is spreading.
The Ticino Aspect by R S Johnson
The exhibits included three displays of ten frames each which were a
source of great delight to me. Aldo Mina showed Ticino Pre-Philately
from Middle Ages to 1850 starting with a letter of 1492 from Locarno
to Milano and including no less than four strikes rated 11 by Winkler
(out of 13). Sergio Bonio's contribution entitled 'Ticino Cancellations
1798-1880' was of equal interest with two rated 12! Both had many items
I had only seen before in Winkler's book. The third display, by Karl
Baumgartner, showed letters and documents concerning the military
cancellations of Ticino from the Helvetic Republic up to 1890. I
really needed a recorder to capture all the details and so wholeheartedly echo Michael Rutherfoord's suggestion that exhibits should
be photocopied for later study.
In the displays elsewhere I found many examples of the 3 rappen on
copies of the Gazetta Ticinese, also the bisect, and became quite
blase after the first few! In general I enjoyed the exhibition very
much; it was laid out with space, not crowded on the days I went, seats
to sit on, but I have one criticism - the absolute failure to indicate
where a section of exhibits began. You had to look at an inadequate
map in the catalogue to locate the first collection number. Each
section had several boards attached to the entrance, but on none of
these was given the collection number. An arrow or a pole with this
information would have saved a lot of frustration.
NORTHERN GROUP - At their first meeting in Leeds on 15th September
six members gave short displays:
Mrs Davis - The story of Geneva, illustrated with postcards, covers
and stamps. Mr Hoyle - Various new covers and cards, and a selection
of holiday photographs. Mr Ripley - Swiss costume cards. Mr Hope Material relating to the Second World War. Mr Vaughan - Swiss Postal
Markings. Mr Arthur - Centenary of the BOB & Jungfrau region cards.
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113AVGAIN CCILILECTIONS
hcaeed-e
Volj°";

we need space!

We are offering a further lot of bargain collections - last time we were completely
sold out and could have sold some many times over. Whenever possible please state
alternative to first choice. We know it is a question of confidence in us that
you will buy such a collection unseen - however, we promise you will not be disappointed. Every item offered is REALLY cheap and even if it contains duplicates of
stamps you already have the price is so low that this does not matter. The following
list is numbered (please order by number).
1.
2.

Lot of fine used BLOCKS OF FOUR, Postage, Pro Juventute &Pro Patria. $ 25.00
Mint INTERNATIONAL OFFICES 1956-1983 (Cat. $55.00)
$ 30.00
Mint mostly modern INTERNATIONAL OFFICES, approx. 100 stamps, on
linen hinged Biella leaves.

$ 35.00

NON-SWISS collection of paintings on stamps, beautifully displayed
and described, mixed mint and used.

$ 50.00

A few pages beautifully illustrated and described showing
butterflies and insects.

$ 55.00

6.

Modern INTERNATIONAL OFFICES superb unmounted mint and centre
cancelled blocks of four (mostly first day), face value $176,
including the scarce 20c. and 40c. values

7.

$ 120.06

Flowers & Famous Men: a small beautiful and superbly illustrated
collection (some pressed flowers), artistically put together.
Unusual small lot of mixed quality, some well cut STRUBELS (13
copies plus 1 cover with 23Ca milky blue), 5 RAYONS, good selection
of SITTING HELVETIAS including varieties and 4 on cover, (Cat.
over $600).

3.
4.
5.

8.

$ 140.00'

$ 125.00

9.

PRO JUVENTUTE 1943-1961 flowers, butterflies & insects, superb
collection of mint & used, beautifully illustrated & written up.

$ 150.00

10.

1850-1908 extremely high catalogue lot (est.$2400) of 106 stamps
including 7 RAYONS & 28 STRUBELS, 16 Cantonal & Rayon forgeries
and some oddments. Mixed condition from fine to poor.

$ 180.00

11.

OFFICIALS & INTERNATIONAL OFFICES mint & used with many complete
sets, excellent condition throughout, housed in expensive Biella
album. (Cat. approx. $438).

$ 190.00

12.

lot of approximately 250 STRUBELS (Zum.Cat.$12,000)FULLY IDENTIFIED
with unbelievable detail. Many very respectable copies. Real
bargain for anyone who wishes to study and/or specialise in this
issue.

$1200.00

13.

SOLDIER STAMPS 1939-45 superb lot of 59 different USED. Used
copies are far rarer than mint.

14.

1939/45 SOLDIERSTAMPS, - magnificent major collection housed in 3

$ 120.00

perfect Locher albums (Sulser Nos. & original catalogue values
pencilled underneath each stamp, i.e.prior to the price increases
in the supplement). COMPRISING 1620 DIFFERENT stamps, several
hundred of these retail at between $2.00 & $4.00 each, some even
higher. A RARE OPPORTUNITY OF A VERY FAVOURABLE PURCHASE, SAVING
PROBABLY $1500.00 OR MORE. (Postage: Inland £4.25, Overseas $35.00) $1500.00

H. L. KATCHER

CLIENTS IN THE U.K.
To arrive at £ Sterling

The Amateur Collector Ltd
The Swiss Specialists
P.O. Box 242, London N2 OYZ, England

Prices please deduct
PHONE: 081 348 0296
081 347 8397
FAX:

30% DISCOUNT
(V.A.T. incl.)
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by R S Johnson

TO THE LIST OF POSTMARKS OF TICINO

.
In 1971 the Circolo Filatelico of Bellinzona published a list of
Ticino postmarks compiled by Mario Zanini under the title "Bolli
e annulamenti postali del Cantone Ticino e della Mesolcina 1850-1900".
While at CH-I-90, I handed over to the Secretary of the 'Circle'
Details of the additions I had found. Unfortunately, it seems that
the project to update the list by a member of the Circle will not
bear fruit and no one there is willing to take this on, although it
is known that some 90 marks are missing from the list. It has been
suggested that I put my list on record for the benefit of HPS members
(a copy is with our copy of the Zanini list in our Library).
I would be glad to hear from any member who has details of yet
further additions to the Zanini list.

Dimensions

Place

aRt

Fig No

Colour

ARZO

C2pc

63

black

BELLINL;ONA

C1p

208

black

12 II 79
22 NOV 60

BELLINZONA

C1di

210 •

black

15 JUIN 62 S

BELLINZONA LETTERE

'Razor

black

16 5 99 - 12

Date

also
20 VII 00

Blade'
BELLENZ EXPEDi

C1pgc

61

black

BESAZIO

Sd

11

black

BIRONICO-RIVERA

C2pc

63

black

CABBIO

C2gc

black

CASLANO

C2pc

CHIASSO

C2pc

CHIASSO-MESSAGERIA

R41d

62
63
63
206

COMOLOGNO

Ovt

94

black

DAZIO

C2pc

63

black

FAIDO

Cfc

blue

PAIDO

C2gc

50
62

black

2(9) XI 70

FAIDO

Cfc

46-53

blue

16 APR 51

GRONO

Cfc

46-53

green

15 SET 51

LUGANO

C1dd

211

black

LUGANO

C1di

210

black

14 JANV 54 MAT

LUGANO

C1d

211

black

25 (SEP 64)

LUGANO STAZIONE

C2pc

63

black

19 V 96

MAGGIA

C1p

208

black

23 OCT 68

MALVAGLIA

C2gc

62

black

MURALTO

C2pc

PARADISO-FONTANA

C2pc

63

black

PARADISO-FONTANA

C2pc

63

black

POLLEGIO

Sd

11

black

6 1 77
8 II 99
6 X 98
26 IV 90
2 IV 97

6 1 77

6 x 23

21 X 86

black

27 V 90
29 III 70
31 III 98

black

21 OCT

black

5 III 00
1

3

63

VIII 95

2 GIU (81)

2 NOV 69 2S

black

5 x 27

Why not put a few of your duplicate cancellations in booklets and
send them to the Hon. Packet Secretary for circulation to other
members? Anything is acceptable as long as the quality is right.
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In accordance with the Society's rules NOTICE is hereby given that the
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held on WEDNESDAY, November 14th 1990 at
6.30 p.m. prompt at the Victory Services Club, Seymour St., London WC2.
AGENDA
1 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on November 8th 1989
2 Matters arising from the minutes
3 Chairman's Address
4 Hon. Secretary's Report
5 Hon. Treasurer's Report and Statement of Accounts
6 Hon. Packet Secretary's Report
7 Election of Officers & Members of the Societ 's Committee for 1990/1
8 Motions and Resolutions
9 Any other business
NOMINATIONS
Nominations for the Election of Officers & Members of the Committee,
i.e. President, Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Editor,
Hon. Librarian, Hon. Auditor, and (not exceeding) TWELVE Members of
the Committee, should be sent to the Hon. Secretary, Mr R A Hoyle,
IN WRITING to reach him not later than Monday November 12th 1990.
RESOLUTIONS
Any member desiring to move a Resolution or Motion at the Annual
General Meeting must give notice IN WRITING, enclosing the text of the
Resolution, to the Hon. Secretary before the opening of the Annual
General Meeting.
September 27th R A Hoyle (Hon. Secretary)
F Pickard (Chairman)
All Members who can are asked to attend this meeting, when they have
the opportunity to criticise the running of the Society and to put
forward suggestions for future policy. After the business session,
which is expected to last an hour, there will be an Auction.
PROFESSOR FELIX GANZ
It was with shock and deep regret that I received a brief letter from
Mr Rutherfoord informing me of the sudden death of Prof. Felix Ganz, a
gifted musician, who collapsed while giving a piano recital in Chicago.
Born in Switzerland he was a mine of information on all aspects of
Swiss philately, which he had recorded and was always ready to share
his knowledge with members of the AHPS and ourselves. Over the long
period when I was Secretary we kept up an extensive correspondence.
Three times I met him in London, twice when he was on a visit and again
as the Guest Speaker at one of our London meetings.
He was one of the main contributors to 'TELL' and served on their
Committee for many years so will be greatly missed by everyone.
To his wife, Cheryl, and his associates we send our most sincere
sympathy and sorrow at the loss of a valued friend.
E J Rawnsley
The death has also been announced of another of our members
Col. J C R Hewgill MBE who lived at Chinley, Derbyshire. He had been
a member of the Society since 1971.
R A Hoyle
Your Hon. Packet Secretary urgently needs booklets for the packet.
There has been virtually no response to his previous requests!
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Did you know?

by M Rutherfoord
- that the news of the sudden death of Felix Ganz cast a shadow over
the thoughts of all his APS, ABM, and Swiss friends attending the
Geneve 90 show. How we will miss him for advice and information on
all aspects of Swiss philately and especially postmarks. He had just
completed the first stage of his 8-part study of all 20th C cds, to
be incorporated into the PTT Museum documentation. He certainly had
the greatest collection, and not only of cancels.
- that for Geneve 90 a specialist book on the stamps of Geneva 1843-54
has been issued by the organisers at a price of SFr.100- in a limited
edition of 1000 copies. With more than 100 coloured illustrations it
is a must for all Geneva collectors, in German and French together.
- that another important book for specialists on the 'Postwesen in
Helvetien 1793' has been published by the PTT Museum, 720 pages and
richly illustrated. In German only, SFr.80- from the PTT Museum.*
- That yet another very useful book for all was published by the Youth
Section for Geneve 90, 'Die Posttaxen der Schweiz ab 1862', Band 1
Inland, SFr.12-. Most rates are shown on photos of covers. Volume 2
will cover foreign and airmail rates in a year or so. A best seller!
- that I got an answer about the countries shown on the Europa 90
stamp (see last month's DYK). As well as the eight on the front,
Switzerland and its immediate neighbours plus Russia and GB, there
are four on each side and five at the back, which are all obscured now
by scaffolding. This makes 21, the signatories of the UPU in 1874.
- that not many were pleased with the stamps in the block for Geneve 90
and in fact I found practically all the unsuccessful drafts, shown
in the PTT stand, to be better than those used, especially the colours.
- that the PTT will not be too pleased with the sales figures either.
Hardly ever more than two people waiting for cancellations etc. at
the sales stands. Geneva is just a bit too far off the beaten track
for the, decreasing, mass of collectors. A great pity as there was
plenty to see and learn.
- that St. Moritz and Lugano received from Bern swopped-over Geneve 90
machine slogans, and neither place noticed this until a collector
phoned in. Lugano then back-dated to the 15th, the first day, after
they had received the correct slogan. One dealer has a set of six on
sale for SFr.80-: Red faces again. See page 64 of the Newsletter for
the French version used at Geneve 2; the German version was used at
Zftrioh 1 and the other languages as above.
- that Guinand's A4 size loose-leaf update of the Catalogue of the
Temporary Cancellations (see page 50) was also on sale at the Geneva
show for SFr.68-. A wonderful work it is and certainly it will be the
most authoritative for a long time. However he is not the only one to
fall into the translators trap. I think that the German term 'Aushilfsstempel' should only be 'Temporary'_and notYReplaoement' Cancel.
* The Editor has received a copy of this book from the PTT and will be
pleased to send it to whichever member can review it for the Newsletter.
Then it will go to the Society's Library for members to borrow.
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS
London - 10th October is the letter 'E', all members please. Then the
autumn Stampex from the 16th to the 21st. The 14th November is the
AGM and Auction (see notice elsewhere).
LEEDS - 6th October is Stamps and Postal Stationery from 1930 to 1940.

•
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Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit Of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.

* MUM*

pipprorgEm. seit 1839
Stadttheater Luzern

An obscure cookery
connection this time.

Mat
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485 MARINE ROAD,
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF
Phone (0524) 414055

ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1990/91
EUROPA CATALOGUES 1990/91

NEW arrangement in the succession of countries for

Western Europe and NEW dates for publication
Edition September 1990 - Western Europe Vol 1 A-I
(Italy) with supplement of new editions and price
modifications for volume 2 and Eastern Europe
Price SFr.49- plus postage for Europe of SFr.11Western Europe Vol 2 with supplements to Vol 1
and Eastern Europe will be published spring 1991
Eastern Europe will be published autumn 1991
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Switzerland/Liechtenstein 1991 (Edition August 1990) --in colour, german/french, again with price tendencies:
SFr. 13.50
paper-bound
SFr.15.00 postage for Europe SFr.10.50
spiral-bound
zumsteh
Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our
Agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford
schweiz
lechtenstein
Street, Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU
1991
For direct orders to Zumstein please use our postal
account (Giro): Bern 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you.
Zumstein + Cie, propr. Hertsch + Co.
PO Box CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland
Tel: 031 22 22 15, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH .
Telefax: 031 21 23 26
Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of ,Great
Printed by RPM Reprographics Chichester Ltd., Chichester, GB
I.,o

zumsten
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DAY ON THE JUNGFRAU RAILWAY (continued)

44th year

by R A Hoyle

Visitors should always allow a full day for a visit to the Jungfraujoch as there is so much to see, but as I wanted to obtain examples
of the special cancellation being used at Kleine Scheidegg and be back
in Interlaken for the Bundesfeier parade in the afternoon it was soon
time to leave. Though not before I had bought my usual large selection
of postcards and arranged for various covers to be cancelled with the
Jungfraujoch K and station cancellations.
As on previous visits to the Jungfraujoch we left the train on the
return journey at the Eigergletscher in order to walk the rest of the
way to Scheidegg. I would recommend all visitors to the Jungfraujoch
to do this as it is one of the finest short downhill walks I know
through fields full of gentians and the great North Wall of the Eiger
on your right. At Scheidegg I just had time to buy examples of the
special postcards and covers, arrange for a varied choice of cancellations and use yet another film before boarding a train of the Wengernalpbahn for the return journey to Interlaken.
A dash from the station at Interlaken Oct enabled us to see the start
of the Bundesfeier parade (and use yet another film) and then it was
back to the Oct station to catch the train back to Wilderswil, but on
the way we stopped to look at the Zeller Memorial. The monument to
Adolf Guyer-Zeller, whose idea it was to build the railway from Kleine
Scheidegg, through the Eiger and Yönch, originally to the summit of
the Jungfrau itself, is situated in the gardens between the road and

The special card for the 75th
anniversary of the Jungfrau
Railway depicting Guyer-Zeller
and indicating the route of the
line he proposed to the summit
of the Jungfrau.
N 0951-0001
HEIN PHIL soc NEWSLI44th yearlNo 11 Ipp 81-88ILondon Nov.19901ISS
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river near the Ost Bahnhof. It is inscribed 'Dem Sch8pfer der Jungfraubahn Ad. Guyer-Zeller 1839-1899' and is a must for any Jungfrau railway enthusiast.
After the usual special August 1st dinner at our hotel we joined in
the evening Bundesfeier parade at Wilderswil and finished our day with
a glass of wine provided by the local tourist office. It had been a
memorable day.
Euirti) 80

7364 &LEL,
- 1. AG. 1987

Examples of the station handstamp and K cancellation for
1st 1,ugust 1987.
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REPORT OF THE LONDON MEETING of 10th October 1990
Fourteen members were present for the opening meeting of the season.
Mr Pickard presented apologies from Mrs Scholey, and also referred to
the recent death of Dr Felix Ganz of Chicago. He also reported that he
and Derrick Slate had visited the Royston PS, and he had been to Leeds
to our Northern colleagues.
The evening's programme was the letter E, for which seven members had
produced material as follows:
A Payne - Exhibitions-miniature sheets and stamps produced by the PTT.
D Slate - Eiger, Mönch & Jungfrau area, through cancels to Edelweiss.
Mrs E J Rawnsley - Early transit routes showing the transit and accountancy markings applied to letters leaving Switzerland.
C Redmill - Europa stamps, a straight run from inception in 1957 to
the present and then Express labels.
F Pickard - Einzel frankatur, the single stamp on a cover showing the
correct usage, meter marks also included.
Mrs M 0 Bidmead Entires of Geneva, a selection of covers covering the
period from 1755 to 1850, showing many of the different marks.
R S Johnson - Exhibitions, including souvenirs from the Helvetia 90
and other exhibitions he had visited this year.
M 0 Bidmead
THE NORTHERN GROUP MEETING IN LEEDS on 6th October 1990

Stamps and postal stationery from 1930 to 1940 was the subject chosen
by our Society Chairman, Mr F Pickard, when he visited us on the 6th.
He began by saying how he liked to collect single stamps on cover
with their correct usuage, and how 1930 was a watershed in Swiss
philately and he detailed many of the changes which took place during
the following ten years.
He began his display with the 1932 Gotthard Railway commemorative
set together with die proofs, and followed with a study of the Small
Landscapes issues. He explained how a new printing machine had to be
ordered to cope with the quantities of stamps required and the technicalities of printing the new issue. He displayed panes of the 1936
issue and many varieties.
Other items in his display included examples of the 1936 Federal
Defence Loan stamps, 1938 Aarau Exhibition sheet, 1938 League of
Nations set with varieties, the 1939 Zurich Exhibition stamps and
stationery, and a selection of postal stationery cards.
It was a wonderful display, full of interesting information, unusual
items and superb covers, and the Northern Group would like to extend
to Mr Pickard their most grateful thanks.
R A Hoyle
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

London - 14th November - AGM and Auction.
12th December - Swiss Airmails, the first 60 years, D Cairns.
Leeds - 1st December - The Jura by Mr D Arthur.
This meeting will be held in the Boardroom.
Sussex Group - 1st December - My Swiss Collection featuring early
material by P Goodwin.
Do not forget the Seminar at Chippenham on the 6th April 1991 when
you are filling in your appointments book for next year
Enquiries to Mrs W Lamble, 14 Brooklands, Totnes TO 5AR.
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Discover a treasure trove of

A

5 Wit3triatib:
D

Gems from our fine stock

-EXPORT PRICE
ZURICH 4 ESSLINGER ESSAY (the much rarer Type II).*
£1,800
ZURICH 6 ESSLINGER ESSAY superb, only a few copies known.*
£4,150
ZURICH 6 (horizontal) Typell I superb, vivid red rosette postmark.*
£ 775
ZURICH 4 REPRINT (only 120 printed) slight thinning as usual, nevertheless outstanding copy with
upper sheet margin!"
£2,350
ZURICH 6 REPRINT (only 400 printed) tiny thinn ing as usual, nevertheless superb from upper sheet
1862
margin.*
£1,000
1846
GENEVA LARGE EAGLE minutest abrasion but brilliant in every respect.*
£ 420
1848
GENEVA EAGLE DARK GREEN faintest crease, otherwise outstanding luxury aspect.*
£1,250
1849
GENEVA EAGLE Postal Stationery cut-out, luxury.*
£ 200
BASEL DOVE first printing, exceptionally brilliant copy, rarely seen so fine. Signed Zumstein.*
1845
£6,600
1845
BASEL DOVE first printing, brilliant. Good to normal margins, minimal thin spots and horizontal crease.
Nevertheless highly attractive.*
£2,650
1850
RAYON II beautiful horizontal pair contrastingly cancelled in blue with 7 line grill of Lucerne.
£ 135
1852
RAYONIII15Cts. superb, crisply struck black grill postmark.*
£ 600
1854/5 STRUBEL first Bern print COVER with 3 colour franking 5Rp, 15Rp & 20Rp. (224), 24Bc & 25Bc).*
£ 500
1854
STRUBEL first Munich printing, the rare 5Rp. (22Aa) unused.*
£ 825
1854
STRUBEL first Munich printing 15Rp. (24Aa) two magnificent copies on small piece centrally cancelled
with one perfect Federal Grill.*
£ 800
1854/5 STRUBEL first Bern print 5Rp. (22Ba) MINT vertical pair (much rarer than horizontal). Full margins
all
round, lower stamp unmounted mint!*
£1,250
STRUBEL 2nd Munich print 15Rp. (24Ab), the ultimate in luxury condition, wide top sheet margin.*
1854
£ 385
1857
STRUBEL 1a1Rp. (23F) the rare thin paper printing, superb.
£ 465
1857
STRUBEL 1tRp. (24Fa) the rare thin paper printing , outstanding condition.
£ 275
1862
SITTING HELVETIA 5c. (30d) the rare dull brown shade in unmounted mint corner block of 20.
£1,200
1867
SITTING HELVETIA 15c. (39/Al2) DOUBLE PRINT, superb mint.
£ 480
1882
SITTING HELVETIA the extremely rare No.50 (40c. on granite paper). Fully dated lightly cancelled
copy
immaculately perforated. There is an absolutely minimal thin spot in the right bottom corner,
nevertheless rarely seen so fine.*
£1,000
1882
SITTING HELVETIA No.52 (Fr.1. -on granite paper) superb fully dated Basel Mandate postmark.
Signed.
£ 525
1901
STANDING HELVETIA Fr.3. - (72Db) magnificent unmounted mint corner block of 15.
£3,300
1899
STANDING HELVETIA Fr.1. - (75Db) unmounted mint corner block of 10.
£1,250
1913
PIONEER AIRMAIL OLTEN (0X1a) dark green colour, unmounted mint copy with wide left sheet margin
and register cross imprint. Only 32 copies printed in this colour.*
£5,500
1919
AIRMAIL Propeller Overprint in BLACK on 21/2c. TELL BOY! Fewer than 10 copies exist of this printers
trial.*
£1,925
DITTO red overprint in pair with un-overprinted stamp.*
£1,500
1919
AIRMAIL Propeller Overprint 30c. & 50c. (1 & 2) the issued stamps in superb mint Blocks of Four
(two
stamps unmounted mint).
£ 690
1935
AIRMAIL 40c. on 90c. PALE RED overprint (24a) superb used.*
£ 475
PAIRS WITH INTERSPACE. We have managed to obtain a small supply of complete sheets
containing Tête-Béche, SeTenant and Gutter Pairs showing the make-up of these sheets which were for the manufactu
re
of
Stamp Booklets. Details of
available numbers and prices on request.
1843
1843
1843
1862

1879
1892
1878
1878
1882
1882
1887
1897

HOTEL POST Rigi Staffel No. la the famous 'cotton reel' stamp. Creased but brilliant. Very few known.
(Cat. £2,200).
HOTEL POST St Moritz Stahlbad No.II, superb.
DITTO No.III.
POSTAGE DUE frame only without value figure, hand-printed PROOF in rose, extremely rare.
DITTO machine printed in black.
POSTAGE DUE 500c. blue Type I (No.9), superb mint.*
POSTAGE DUE 50c. blue on granite paper (No.12/N) fine mint. Extremely rare:*
POSTAGE DUE 100c. blue on granite paper (No.13/K) superb mint.*
POSTAGE DUE 500c. bright yellow green (No.22C/N) superb mint.
POSTAGE DUE 500c. clear green (No.22F/N), magnificent unmounted mint sheet margin Block
of Nine
with marginal imprint.*

£1,500
£ 865
£ 700
£ 140
£ 200
£ 275
£1,150
£ 500
£ 350

£ 925
MILITARY STAMPS 1914/18 and 1939/45. The recent acquisition of several major collections
of
mint
stamps
enables
us to
offer rarely seen material. We shall be happy to send approval selections upon request.
With Swiss Certificate.
** For delivery in the U.K. please add
15% VAT.
Photocopies can be sent on request, or
items can be sent on approval, fully insured
in transit.

Our Great Strength Is
The Ability To Supply
Items Other Dealers Cannot.

H. L. KATCHER

The
Amateur Collector Ltd
P.O.
Box No 242, LONDON N2 OYZ, England
Phone: 081-348 0296 Fax: 081-347 8397

November 1990

HELVETIA NEWSLETTER

Page 85

HELVETIA GENEVA 90 - a personal view by our Chairman Mr F Pickard
This was a truly splendid exhibition, the best since NABA Zurich of
1984. The superb displays provided me with six days of wonderful viewing,
and added greatly to my knowledge of Swiss philately. National exhibitions are by far the , best ones to attend since many of the frames
contain Swiss material, allowing the comparision of as many as ten
.
exhibits in the same field. One useful idea was the grouping in date
order, beginning with 1843-1907, then 1907-45, and finally 1945 onwards.
The Court of Honour was magnificent and our President, Mrs Alma Lee,
showed ten frames of the classics. Alongside was another by 'Helveticus'
of five frames showing some outstanding rarities, a strip of ten of
the Zffrich 6 rp and a block of six. For a real jewel there was a strip
of three double Geneva complete with the top sheet instructions. I
found the exhibit by Kurt Aebi fascinating: Helvetia with sword issue
1908-44 including essay material and many items rarely seen. Awarded
a Grand Silver medal. An exhibit by Adolf Holliger, Landscapes of 1937,
44, with varities and issues of International Organisations, had a
splendid study of the issues, especially the 5 c Pilatus stamp. A large
Vermeil. Ulrich Heiniger gave collectors of private postal stationery a
real feast. In used condition, the hardest to find, he displayed the
imprinted stamps on cover, card or wrapper. Awarded a Vermeil. Claude
Collomb, Tell issues 1907-42, showed virtually the entire listed varieties, plus some unlisted ones, and a 3 c bisect plus 1 c on 2 c to
make up the 2i c rate. Perfin collectors were not left out. A marvellous seven-frame exhibit by Martin Baer showed how to win a Silver. An
increasing field of study these days. Werner Boos had ten frames of
Coil Stamps of Switzerland 1910-60, including coil end strips of four
blank stamps. The display revealed to me the existence of all values
of the 1936-48 Landscape stamps appearing in coil form for PTT and
private use, but how does one distinguish them? Awarded a Vermeil.
From America there were a number of members of the AMPS, some also
members of our Society. Ralph B Soderberg won a Gold for his Sitting
Helvetia 1862-81 and Vermeil for the Standing Helvetias. Harlan F Stone
received a Vermeil for his Perforated Sitting Helvetias and Charles
LeBlonde won a Silver Bronze for Postal History of Geneva.
On the social, calendar side there were many enjoyable events. Mr
Heinz Katcher hosted a reception at his hotel in the old part of the
city to friends and collectors. Assisted by his wife Mrs Betty Katcher
a most enjoyable evening was had by all.
Earlier in the week a special lunch was held by the members of UPS
and AHPS at the Holiday Inn adjoining the Palexpo exhibition complex,
at which many fascinating philatelic stories were told.
Geneva provided a splendid venue for the exhibition and the exhibitors
gave those able to visit the time of their philatelic lives. I can only
end this humble report by saying "start saving now for the next Swiss
National show and somehow find the time to go".
IMPORTANT NOTICE - Members are advised that the February 1991 meeting
will take place on the 27th of the month and NOT the usual 2nd liednesday
of the month. Our member Mr Adrian() Gervasi, from Bern, will be the
speaker and will show the latest film from the PTT, with English soundtrack. Members may recall that Mr Gervasi retired from a senior position
with the PTT a short time ago and, therefore, will be speaking with
considerable insider knowledge.
F Pickard
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Pro Juventute Stamps 1990
The final set in the four-year series on the theme of Child Development is devoted to leisure. The stamps
were designed by Fred Bauer, Küsnacht.
Ten percent of the proceeds from the surcharge on the stamps sold by the PTT will be used for helping
young people, children and families throughout Switzerland, while the rest will go direct to Pro Juventute's 191 districts to assist them in carrying out their varied tasks.
35 + 15 c. Spare time Unfortunately, spare time is often viewed as passive or misspent leisure but
in fact it promotes the flowering of latent creative thought and activities.
50 + 20 c. Youth groups The current trend towards social isolation makes it important to foster
and intensify community experiences and group activities. Organized or spontaneously created youth
groups stimulate social awareness and help to form a political outlook, thus laying the foundation for preserving and developing democracy.
80 + 40 c. Sport The ancient saying 'A sound mind in a sound body' highlights the importance of
sport in our lives. In recent times, it has become a mass event in which millions of people participate via
their television screens. Precisely because of this passive consumption, it is important to effectively promote active involvement in sport.
90 + 40 c. Music Heinrich Pestalozzi, the educationalist, was one of the first to recognize that both
head and heart need stimulating. Music is an ideal link between the two, not just as classical music but
also as pop and rock music, galvanizing many people into internal or even external action and promoting
shared experiences.

Particulars
Sale
while stocks last
Post offices:
from 20.11.1990 to 31.1.1991
Philatelic offices:
from 20.11.1990 to 30.6.1991

Advance sale
from 14.11.1990

Validity unlimited
from 20.11.1990

Size 33,4 x 28 mm
Printing
Rotogravure:
Noll() Courvoisier SA,
La Chaux-de-Fonds

Paper
white, fluorescent

Form cylinder
2 sheets of 50 stamps

Swiss Federal Population Census
Population censuses have been taken regularly in Switzerland since 1850. The next census is scheduled
for 1 December 1990. As the last set of basic data is from 1980, reliable current statistics are not available
for many important decisions affecting everyone. This is particularly true of long-term planning of transport, housing, schools, jobs and pensions, i e, areas in which economic, political and administrative
action is required.
The qur3tionnaires will provide information on the size and age structure of the population, on occupations, education and training, trades and professions, the development of households and migration between urban and rural areas and the resulting commuter problem.
These data will be used in improving and promoting public transport, in planning education and training
facilities as well as old-age pensions, and in economic and labour-market research. Along with the flats
and buildings census, they will provide the basis for housing forecasts, the planning of any housing subsidies and the promotion of home ownership. Completion of the questionnaires is not only in the interest of
the community, but may also benefit the individual directly in some cases.
The stamp design by graphic artist Heinz Burgin of Basle illustrates how the census data, appropriately
used, provide an accurate picture of Switzerland and its population structure.
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Philatelic offices
from 20.11.1990 to 30.9.1991

Advance sale
from 14.11.1990

Recensement
federal de
la population

Validity unlimited
from 20.11.1990

Size 36 x 26 mm
Printing
Rotogravure:
Naha Courvoisier SA,
La Chaux-de-Fonds
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DID YOU KNOW?

by M Rutherfoord

- that on 5.11.90 the PTT issued Frama (ATM) labels on mat-gummed
paper with the security overprint of multiple PTT logos in yellow. The
paper is the same as before, i.e. phosphor-coated white paper with an
overprinted fluorescent layer; both overprints by photogravure. The
value imprint remains in red as before. FD covers are available, but no
pre-sales of the labels. Packets of the four values are available, mint
or used. At 30 machines at various POs the new paper will be available
on the 5th; other machines (about 700) as the old paper runs out. The
30 machines are all Type 2710, i.e. with ten buttons to give any value.
However not a very exciting new design, a missed opportunity. The FDC
is not as nice as the illustration, the PTT logo is embossed and not
printed in black and red, pity.
- that in the SBZ for August there appeared a long-awaited article on
the PD tabs of Geneva. M. Andre Fawer has put all available information
together which will be difficult to add to, but everything is possible.
- that the second supplement to the SVP Handbook (2 vols) on Machine
Cancellations (Slogans) is now on sale at SFr 22.- inc. postage. It
.
includes additions up to the end of 1989.
will appear in early
nmarken"
"Soldate
Sulser's
of
edition
- that a new
December at a price of SFr 54.- excluding postage, if ordered before
December from: Postfach 235, CH-4622 Egerkinden.
- that the Philatelic Bureau in Vaduz has brought out a new edition of
their catalogue covering not only their stamps in colour, but also
stationery and cancels, including priced errors. At SFr 20.- for 320
pages it can be considered a good buy.
- that the Pro Patria office in Zürich issues each year an A5 booklet
with details of their stamps, covered more extensively than in the PTT
leaflets. Available in separate language editions.
- that the Geneva coat of arms has the motto "Post tenebra lux" (After
darkness light). This has been 'modified' to "La poste dans les
tenebres c'est du luxe", i.e. Post in darkness is a luxury.
- that the SBB is proposing a number of major changes, closing a lot
of stations, but also running buses parallel to the line. For instance
only buses would serve the Gotthard route from Erstfeld to Biasca for
passengers, as the through express trains and goods trains (EC) need
the limited capacity.
tells me his November auction has been postp- that Hans Schwarzenbach 1991, with a closing date of 22nd December
oned to 1st & 2nd March
1990 for sellers.
( Adjusted to fit
the space.Ed.)
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NEW BOOKS IN THE SOCIETY'S LIBRARY
Die Posttaxen der Schweiz ab 1862,
Vol. 1 Inland published by the
Commision for young philatelists.
In German and French, 116 pages
of information on postal rates
with illustrations.
Cachets de Remplacement by P Guinand.
The update of Pen's work now in A4
loose leaf binder. Four languages
inc. English. Plastic overlays to
check cancels and prices for on
cover or piece.

J. S. ARMSTRONG
POSTAGE STAMP DEALER
Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit Of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.

485 MARINE ROAD,
MORECAMBE 1A4 6AF
Phone (0524) 414055

ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1990/91
EUROPA CATALOGUES 1990/91
NEW arrangement in the succession of countries for
Western Europe and NEW dates for publication
Edition September 1990 - Western Europe Vol 1 A-I
(Italy) with supplement of new editions and price
modifications for volume 2 and Eastern Europe
Price SFr.49- plus postage for Europe of SFr.11Western Europe Vol 2 with supplements to Vol 1
and Eastern Europe will be published spring 1991
Eastern Europe will be published autumn 1991
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Switzerland/Liechtenstein 1991 (Edition August 1990)
in colour, german/french, again with price tendencies!
SFr. 13.50 postage for Europe SFr.10.50
paper-bound
SFr.15.00
spiral-bound
Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our
Agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford
Street, Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU
For direct orders to Zumstein please use our postal
account (Giro): Bern 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you.

1991
47,1
zumsbWn

schwek
hmhbonsimin
1991

Zumstein + Cie, propr. Hertsch + Co.

Z umsben

PO Box CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland
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RAZOR BLADE or GILLETTE CANCELLATIONS
by Mrs M 0 Bidmead

Town

Bars

Dots
These cancels were only used in the chief towns Date
of the eleven postal districts: Aarau, Basel,
Tex
Bellinzona. Bern, Chur, Geneve, Lausanne, Luzern,
-Neuchatel, St. Gallen, and Zdrich. They were
introduced in 1898 and used mainly during the next 10 years, although
examples are reported up to 1932. No reason has been given for such a
design but various suggestions have been made.
Interest in these cancels was aroused in 1970 when an enquiry in the
Dutch Helvetia Society magazine was picked up by Pierre Guinand of
Morges. He led much research into the subject including the publication
of several articles.
The example shown here should only be considered as an illustration
as many variations exist of the text, number of bars (thick or thin),
dots or not at each end, and some of these are shown in the large
cancellations handbook as Group 172.
Many members will find examples of these cancels on stamps in their
collections as well as on covers and cards. Geneve, Lausanne and Luzern
are more common than the others, with Bellinzona the most difficult.
I would be most grateful if members would list all cancels they have
of this type and send the information to me at 93A Reigate Hill, Reigate
Surrey RH2 9NJ. I will collate the information and present the findings
to the London meeting on 13th March before passing it to M. Guinand.

Town

Date

Bars (No. & type)

Dots (or not)

Text

Remarks

(For reasons which will become clear when you read an article on the
double hour reel cancels next month ) note the date exactly as shown on
your example -5.VIII.02 XI.-. Send photocopies as well if it helps.
This will give you something to do over Xmas instead of . . . It also
means the Editor has to dig around in lots of places to find any that
he has which he is sure he last saw when looking for something else!
It also means that as he has a bit of space here he can wish all members
'emn gldckliches neues Jahr'
'une bonne et beureuse annee'
' un felice anno nuovo' - Happy New Year!)
HELV PHIL SOC NEWSLI44th yeariNo 121pp 89-96ILondon Dec.19901I5SN 0951-0001
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MINUTES of the AA\TUAL GENERAL MEETING held on 14th November 1990 at
the Victory Services Club, Seymour Street, London W 2.
.
1. A olo ies. The following had been received, Mrs A Lee, Mr R Hoyle,
Nr
Tirarode, Mr M Kuriger, Mr D Slate, Mrs C Scholey, Mr P Hobbs.
Minutes of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING held on 8th November 1989,
and published in the Helvetia Newsletter of December 1989. It
was Pro p osed by Mr A Payne and Seconded by Mr G Hubbard that these
be taken as read and the motion was carried.
3.

Mr
R Johnson asked about progress in the Society displaying at
S
tampex.
The Chairman replied that this was in abeyance until
e
nough material had been p roduced to meet the high standard needed
to do justice to the Society.

4.

Chairman's Address. The vigour of all area groups had been most
notable. During the year a change had been noted with the number
of younger members coming in, and this hel p ed to take away some
of the sadness felt by the loss of distinguished members like
Mr Ron Lee and Dr. Felix Ganz.
The Society meeting at Stam p World London 90 had proved a most
enjoyable one for both UK and overseas members. Honour reflected
u p on the Society with the dis p lay at Helvetia Geneve 90 by our
p
resident in the Court of Honour.
M
eetings in London had been very good with first class material
on show. The Northern Group were very active and are a great credit
to the Society. Although small in number the Sussex Group make up
by their enthusiasm and any member not attending is missing a treat.
The Chip p enham Seminar was very successful and credit goes to the
work by Mrs Wendy Lamble.
We have received from Mr Adriano Gervasi his philatelic library and
plans are being made to make this available. This was a kind and
generous gift from our Swiss member. We look forward to seeing him
next February.
The Chairman expressed his thanks for the reporting of the London
meetings by Mrs Mavis Bidmead in the Newsletter.
Mr Pickard indicated his wish to retire as Chairman at the next
AGM.

5.

Hon. Secretary's Report. This was read to the meeting. Mr Hoyle said
that following his first full year asSeretary all problems had
been successfully dealt with and he had enjoyed the correspondence
between members. His attendance at SWL90 had been particularly
enjoyable by meeting so many names for the first time. Special
mention was made of the splendid achievement by our junior member
Hadyn Vaughan in winning a fourth trophy at the Yorkshire Philatelic
Convention.

6.

Hon, Treasurer's Report. Vice Chairman Mr C Mistely read this to
the meeting due to Mr Kuriger being in Indonesia on business.
Following the issue of the accounts with the October 1990
Newsletter further investigations have been made to clarify the
figure in the suspense account. It would seem that the figures
provided to me for the Trustee Savings bank were incorrect and do
not tally with previous information. At this date a full
discussion has not been held with the Exchange Packet Secretary
but once this has been done further clarification to the members
will be made in the Newsletter.
Over the last year the Society has returned a small excess of
income over expenditure due mainly to donations and an over
provision of Corporation Tax in previous years.
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The overall membership has remained about the same for the
though this is not easy to see from the accounts as the
year,
increase in subscriptions distorts the situation.
Points of interest in the accounts are as follows :
Advance subscriptions have increased considerably due to
overseas members paying for up to three years membership.
- Income from the exchange packet has dropped. (Income is
derived from TSB bank interest and exchange packet
commission.) This is the second year that I have reported
this matter and in this coming year the situation is
likely to be much worse.
- Bank charges are only those paid in converting foreign
cheques.
- Advertising revenue has increased and will continue to do
so to match our printing and postage costs.
-

During the next year there will be further increases in
expenditure for the production and postage of Newsletters .
Postage for the Newsletters has already increased by 10% to £65
per month.
I would propose to keep the subscription rates for 1991 the same
as this year but would warn members that this will result in an
excess of expenditure over income.
I must apologise for not being at the AGM once again but
unfortunately I have had to travel abroad on business the visit
having been delayed once.
I would, like to thank Mr Payne for carrying out the audit of the
Society's accounts, especially this year with the problem that
occurred.
Adoption of the Accounts and Treasurer's Report was proposed by
Mr G Hubbard and Seconded by Mr D Houtris and carried.
7. Exchange Packet Secretary's Report. A reduction in the amount of
material submitted resulted in a lower contribution to funds. A
sum of £202.04 fof the season, down by £60 on the previous year.
Our
insurance premium had increased but Mr Slate reported he had
ne
gotiated a reduction from £401 to £250. At present 70 booklets
were in circulation but more were needed to meet member interest.
No packets were lost during the year and this must be due to members
extra care and vigilance. Mr Slate is looking into the question of
an alternative method of insuring packets so as to reduce costs.
The report was ado p ted: Proposed by Mr Mistely, Seconded by Mr Hodinott.
B. L ibrarian's Report. Mr R Hafner reported good use of our library and
highlighted extensive borrowing from books taken to Chippenham for the
Seminar, he expects to repeat this in 1991. During the year a number
of books had been added to the library by way of donation without our
having to draw upon the Library Fund.
9. Election of Officers and Committee for 1990-1991.
The following were proposed by Mr A Payne and Seconded by Mr Hubbard
and elected.
Exchange Packet Secr. Mr D Slate
Mr F Pickard.
Chairman.
Committee.
ViceMr C Mistely.
Chairman.
London.
Mr D,Houtris.
Mr R Johnson.
Hon. Sec.
Mr R A Hoyle.
Northern Group. Mr R Hoyle.
Hon, Treas. Mr M Kuriger.
Mr J Eastwood.
Mr R Hafner.
Librarian.
.
MY P W

T.amhlo_

HELVETIA NEWSLETTER

Page 92

December 1990

10. Election of Auditor.
Mr A Payne was
and elected.

p

ro p osed by Mrs E Rawnsley and Seconded by Mr G Hubbard.

11. Motions and Resolutions

None received.

12. Any Other Business.
Discussion took place on raising the subscri p tion to cover expected
increased running costs. The consensus agreed to drawing upon the
General Fund as necessary.
The meeting closed at 7.30pm.
There then followed an auction where material and money changed hands.
NORTHERN GROUP MEETING REPORT - For her Chairman's display to Northern

Group members in Leeds on 3rd November Mrs V Davis selected a mixed bag
of covers, stamps and cancellations.
The first part of her display included pre-stamp covers into and out
of Switzerland, telegram envelopes, Mobile Post Offices with examples
of the various types of cancellations, customs cancellations, railway
cancellations, Frama labels, official mail, registered and express labels.
The second part was devoted to one of her favourite subjects, a journey
along a Swiss railway. This time she chose the Gotthard route from
Luzern to Lugano, which was illustrated by stamps, covers, cancellations
R A H
and a large selection of postcards, both old and modern.
The Society is pleased to welcome the following new members who have
joined in the last 6 months or so:
Professor D Colman, Cheadle, Cheshire; Mr & Mrs Dawson, Bekesbourne;
Mr R A Donithorn, Bognor Regis; Mr F G Levitt, Stroud;
Mr J S Stephenson, Cookham, BerksvMrs F S Stewart, Worcester. R A H
YOUR EXCHANGE PACKET - do not forget that material for the packet must
be received by the Hon. Exchange Packet Secretary before Xmas as the last
packets will go out in the New Year. Something to do before you forget:
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS but now for 1991 - put them in your diaries:
5th January in Leeds it is a 'Collector's Dilemma' with Mr M Proctor
and Mr D Ripley.
9th January in London is a display of T gte-bVche, Se-tenant and Booklets
led by A Balmforth.
2nd February in Leeds is the Annual Competition - get ready now
23rd February the Sussex Group will see Airmails by M Elliott.
27th February in London is the display by Adriano Gervasi from Bern.
•

1991 Preliminary Stamp
Programme
This list is subject to change.
15.1.1991

Definitive stamps

Animals:
70 Rabbit
80 Barn Owls

22. 2.1991

50
50
50
50

400 Stamp booklet <700 Years)
(2 x 4 50 C. stamps)
Joint stamp issue:
160 Switzerland/USA
th
80 800 Anniversary of Berne
14. 5.1991

50/90

Europe CEPT

Europe in Space
Pro Petrie

Specials

Septicentennial of the Swiss Confederation:
700 Jahre
760 Ans
700 Anni
700 Onns

700 years of Art and Culture
<Contemporary Art)
50 + 20 Wolf Barth
70±30 Helmut Federle
80 + 40 Matthias Bosshart
90 + 40 W 0 I PI 14.nhArnPr

10. 9.1991

Special

80 Centenary of the PTT Union
Bridges

50
70
80
90
26.11.1991

50+ 20
70 + 30
80 + 40
90+ 40

Ponte dei Salti, Lavertezzo
Neubrücke, near Berne
Aarebrücke. Koblenz
Ganter-Brücke, Simplon
Pro Juventute

Woods — part of the child's world
<Woodland flowers and christmas motif)
Nativity scene
Woodland crane's-bill
Throatwort
Wall hawkweed
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oiKisTmAs
Original painted with the mouth by
Ruth Christensen

If you want to "play with stamps" in peace and quiet (you know what
we mean!) please ask for approvals early to avoid hold-ups in the
Christmas mail. As our offices will be closed until January 3rd you
have extra time to study our sendings.
MAY WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY
OF WISHING ALL HELVETIA MEMBERS
A JOYOUS FESTIVE SEASON AND A
HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.

H.K. KATCHER a HIS SLAVES!

by Geoff Hubbard

INLAND PRINTED PAPER RATES

Apart from the different weights, the rates used for Printed Papers were
a standard charge, irrespective of the distance the item was carried.
1 Jul
31 Jul
1 Sep
1 Oct
1 Nov
1 Dec
1 Jan
1 Jan

1862
1862
1871
1872
1884
1891
1915
1921

up
up
up
up

to
to
to
to

15g
15g

40g
50g

• • • ••
• •• • •
• • • ••
• •• • •

1 Nov 1967

•
•
•
•

1 Jan 1973
1 Jan 1976

•• • • • •
•• • • • •

Lida: innA

2c
15-60g
15-250g
2c
- 2c 40-250g
2c
50-250g
2ic
2c
3c
5c
- 10c
- 15c
- 20c
- 350

Sc
Sc
- 5c
- 5c
-

60-250g - 10c

5c

- 5c
5c
- 10c
- 15c
- 25c
- 35c
- 450

It is interesting to note that when a rate is increased, it does not
necessarily follow that all rates increase. This may be that a rate
goes up due to the volume of mail, linked with the time factor. Some
people would call this exploitation of a captive market, others refer
to it as good business acumen. The fact remains that prices never
remain the same and rarely go down.
ERRATUM - October Newsletter, page 75, line 29.
Mr R S Johnson wishes to apologise for the incorrect spelling of the
name of one of the exhibitors at Geneve 90 in his report on The Ticino
Aspect. For 'Sergio Bonio' please correct to 'Sergio Bogni'.
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THE CHURCH OF CASTAGNOLA - the next instalment.
Since the original query in the Newsletter in July our member, Mr F Smith,
has written to the church in Castagnola to enquire if there was a cross
on the church and if it had ever been removed. He received a reply from
the Chairman of the Parish Council assuring him that indeed the cross had
always existed and had never been taken down.
However, it is curious to note that the illustration of the Church on
the Parish Council notepaper does not show a cross, especially so as it
is inconceivable that an R C church would not have a cross on its tower.
In addition, neither of the two K-cancels, of 1946 nor 1967, show a cross
although these would have been approved by the local tourist office.
Is it not time to correct the K-cancel as other similar cancellers in
the area show crosses on their churches: Riva can Vitale, Brione sopra
Minuiso & Locarno?

Ceste7nolo, 1 set-;eT:ore 1990

Consiglio Parrocchialo
di S. Giorgio
Castagnois
The 31st edition brings Swiss collectors a mine of information, and
THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD price changes. UK buyers should look
carefully at some of the temporary
SWITZERLAND
price advantages over the previous
edition. Mint material though shows
CATALOGUE
increases in many areas. Notable
1991
features include gold cover, dollar
Edited by H. L Katcher
to
sterling conversion table, Pro
(original research by R.F. Bulstrode 0.B.E.)
Patria booklets,Specimen overprints
1854-92.
Many happy hours will be given from this new edition. As well as
the fun of seeking out the price changes, a bonus voucher is offered by the publisher equal to the E8.50 purchase price. Your reviewer
offers a prize of postal stationery for the first received discovery
of the mistake on page 15 amongst the Rayons!...replies to Editor.

REVIEW by F Pickard

Michael Rutherfoord
has sent this illustrated Russian Aerogramme on sale at
Geneve 90. But this
time there is an
error: the cancel
is 'Switzerland 90'
and also above Tell's
son's head!
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by M Rutherfoord

- that for the first time two different cachets will be used in the
Mobile Post Office No.6 in Zurich on the 8th and 9th December for the
annual Pro Juventute and Christmas Market events. These have never
before fallen on the same day. Both cachets on the same envelope, with
the MPO date cancel, is not allowed. We will see. (See below.)
- that I have a copy of a new catalogue, 288 pages with full colour
illustrations, of all known tops of the small cream containers for
coffee that you get in cafes here. Even though thousands of copies have
been sold I doubt if this field is a serious competitor to philately,
but it shows that the desire to collect is present in a great number of
people who have not touched stamps. The subjects, some in series of
more than a hundred, are incredibly varied, from deaf and dumb language
to painted Easter eggs (but no stamps yet). The rarest set of five
went for SFr.6000.-:
- that at last a book is coming out on 'Grosse Schweizer und Schweizerinnen', 100 portraits. The previous edition of 1938 had only men. Not
all those chosen for stamps are in it, but most. In German, more than
600 pages, illustrated, for SFr.75.-, plus p. & p.
- that part of the turmoil on the A & B post will see the end of the
aerogramme in Switzerland. Now for SFr.1.20 a private aerogramme can be
sent anywhere in the world, but without enclosures. Other terms such
as postcard, letter or printed matter disappear in relation to rates.
_uso the small C7 New Year's Greetings covers will need an additional
20c, equals 70c B and 1Fr. A post, so they will go also I think.
- that another peculiarity of the PTT will vanish. At the moment to
Qualify for the Printed Matter lower rate a postmark collector must
include any sort of newspaper cutting in his cover, because an empty
cover goes at the higher letter rate!
- that in spite of contrary statements the PTT will put another 200
odd Frama counter machines (SFs) in service this year. For inland use
these labels should only be applied if the amount is above SFr.5.-,
but for foreign letters the limit does not apply, unless one demands
stamps be used. What have you seen on your letters?
- that on the 15th January two new definitives will appear; a rabbit
for the 70c non-priority B letters to European and Mediterranean
countries, and two owls for 80c A inland letters. Suggestions for
snails and tortoises are not accepted.
Printing
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Definitive stamps Replacing the Mail Transport issues, the new series of definitives

devoted to pets, farm animals and working animals, inaugurated in spring 1990 with a cat
stamp, is now continued with two more values: 70 c, showing a rabbit, and 80 c, featuring
barn owls. The designs are by the Basle graphic artist Celestino Piatti, the steel engravings by
Max Muller, Bern.
70 c: Rabbit Rabbits, cheap to feed and house, are commonly found on Swiss farms, where
they are bred for both their meat and fur. In the home a rabbit is often kept as a pet. Like the
cat, the often tame hoppity rabbit with its silky-soft coat is especially popular with children.
80 c: Barn Owls The barn owl, now rare in many areas, is found around isolated farm
buildings on the edges of woods, nesting in barns and hollow trees. A nocturnal predator,
tthe "farmer's friend, does not leave its day-time most until nearly dusk. Gliding low
ton silent wings, it pounces on mice and other small rodents as well as large insects,
canying them .off in its talons. Its large fixed forward-loolcing eyes set in a heart-shaped
white face make the barn owl an unforgettable sight on the rare occasions it is seen. In
fables, animals commonly come to the .wise old owl* for advice.
_

Recess/offset
by PTT Stamp
Printing Office, Bern
Size:
24 x 29 mm
Cylinder
circumference:
6 sheets of 50 stamps
(recess only)
Paper:
white, fluorescent;
mat gummed
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There is no truth in the rumour
that we are thinking of publishing
the Newsletter on recycled cheese
rinds. The Editor would like a
few odds and ends of Queries or
other items to fill up odd holes
like this and the ones seen in
the typewriter below. If really
stuck you will get the Editor's
personal recipe for Fondue!

.I. S. ARMSTRONG
POSTAGE STAMP DEALER
Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit Of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.

485 MARINE ROAD,
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF
Phone (0524) 414055

ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1990/91
EUROPA CATALOGUES 1990/91
NEW arrangement in the succession of countries for
Western Europe and NEW dates for publication
Edition September 1990 - Western Europe Vol 1 A-I
(Italy) with supplement of new editions and price
modifications for volume 2 and Eastern Europe
Price SFr.49- plus postage for Europe of SFr.11Western Europe Vol 2 with supplements to Vol 1
and Eastern Europe will be published spring 1991
Eastern Europe will be published autumn 1991

Ir---r, ZUMSbein

europa
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,

Bend I (A-I)

Switzerland/Liechtenstein 1991 (Edition August 1990)
in colour, german/french, again with price tendencies!
SFr. 13.50 postage for Europe SFr.10.50
paper-bound
SFr. 15.00
spiral-bound
Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to.our
Agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford
Street, Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU
For direct orders to Zumstein please use our postal
account (Giro): Bern 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you.

zumsbein
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Zumstein + Cie, propr. Hertsch + Co.
PO Box CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland
Tel: 031 22 22 15, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH
Telefax: 031 21 23 26
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