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SWISS CANCELS WITH DOUBLE HOUR-REELS

-

by M Rutherfoord

Looking for something else I suddenly discovered a basic fact which I
should have realised before. In the 8-volume 'Grosses Handbuch der
Abstemplungen auf Schweizer Marken 1843-1907' by Andres & Emmenegger
there are six cancel groups, or twelve if you include sub-groups, which
show these double hour-reels (see the illustrations overleaf taken from
the handbook). I presume that each reel has 13 positions; the lefthand reel has the figures I to XII and a dash for a.m., while the righthand reel has the figures 1 to 12 and a dash for p.m. During a.m. times
the right-hand reel is set at this dash, and for p.m. times the lefthand reel is set at the dash, i.e., always a dash, either to the right
or to the left of the set time. This was in use from about 1864 until
1919. The illustrations of cancellers showing both roman and arabic
numerals are taken from PTT records, not from an actual strike, but I
did find a miss-set date as shown in Figure 1 (it should have been set
to 12.XI.00 PM). Has anyone seen a double time on piece? Figure 2 shows
where time is unimportant, in this case on a COD postcard. In May 1919
the Ministry of Railways and Posts introduced the new European 24 hour
standard, and all cancellers were changed to have reels having 24
positions, 1 to 24, preceded by a dash for 1-9 and by a large dot for
positions 10-24. (The change was often carried out when a cross was
placed in the upper segment and the Postal District number , in roman
numerals, in the lower segment, see Group 174B.) However this did not
apply to cancels from the Groups 147A & B, 148A & B, and 150 as they
had been discarded years before. Figures 3 & 4 show an experiment made
in Bern to indicate p.m. with an N (Nachmittag) and, presumably, a V
(Vormittag) for a.m. Has anyone seen others of this type? The relative
scarcity might be of interest so I have listed the number of places
using each type, as given in the Handbook, certainly higher today. -P
TYPE 6
TYPE 5
TYPE 3 TYPE 4
TYPE 2
TYPE 1
.

147A"- 51
1410-263
B"-110
142 -143
148A"- 6
143 -266
B"- 5
(" = 149A&B
without hrs)

1 5 0-1

172A-12*
B-14*
(* = inc
var.)

174A"-174

174B 427
-

(" = 1 73E
without hrs)

.
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Another mystery seen only on 174A (see Zurich 13) is the lack of a dash
behind the XII only; how is this possible?
Some of the illustrations used for 174B I have taken from notes Dr Ganz
sent to me just before he died.
TYPE 1 Gruppe 147A
TYPE 3
® Blockschrift, mit Tageszeit,
Aussenkreis mit Ausbuel
g,
G rup pe 130
® unten int Aussenkreis, mit Vermerk,
mit uml olme a PD n, mit Tageszeit,
feine Schraffur un Inncnkreis

feine Schraffur, im Inneukreis

®

Gruppe 147B

Blockschrift, mit Tngeszeit,
Q unten int Aussenkrcis, ohne Venuerk,
feine Schraffur im innenkreis

TYPE 4
/ \\S tie
l

® Focioonicrte 1lrilcke (Ii a aicrklisgenfonQ),

Gruppe 172A

Blockschrift, mit Tageszeit, starke Schraffur

14 X1119 XII 1

Gruppe 148A

® Elzcvirschrift, mit Tageszeit,
C) omen im Aussenkreis, mit Venncrk,
feine Schraffur int Innenkreis

® Faciotutierte Briicke (Rasierklingenfunn),

Gruppe 172B

Blockschrift, nut Tageszeit, feline Schraffur

Gruppe 148B

® Elzevirechrift, mit Tageszeit,
® omen im Aussenkreis, oboe Vermerk,
feine Schraffur im Innenkreis

TYPE 5

® Blockschrift, wit Tageszeit,

TYPE 2

Gruppe 141C

' omen im Aussenkreis (olute Vernterk),
starke Schraffur im Inuenkreis
pENIFe

A-am,

111102.X117

30.1X.1,2. V3

®

••ut

® Blockschrift, init Tageszeit,
Venuerk unten its Aussenkreis
starke Schraffur im Innenkreis

'2; i,j
i
14.111166 1118

^SC t

tb.SE

DER Sq

^ç t.EA/0,

®!

v.asn G

.30.10102.11110
•.t1,••

0 Bloeksehrift, mit Tageszeit,
scitlichc Vcrcienmgen, starke Schraffur un Inncnkrcis,
Vennerk omen int Aussenkreis

29.XL0Inn
• nr.^

0, . hhIIIUt. 0

yam , ^y

r

`30.01.04. - 8 f

^

mo
d'\IIIIIt''^t^

f 23. X.06.-5
'uUpt r !
JERE SO.

Gruppc 174A

s^^1<

/'

^MLEtt

TYPE 6

Gruppe 142

Q Ilhtcksebrift, mit Tageszcit,
scitliehe Verzierung, kreuz int hnrenkrcis,
t/uhnc Vcr n erk, abge Icrtc Forst ale 1925

Gruppe 174B

rti

15.YI1186.v110
JONVY

® Dlockschrift, mit Tageszeit,
Venncrk mitten int Aussenkreis,
starke Schntffur int Innenkrcis

Gruppe 143

Fig 1

Fig 2

Fig 3

Fig 4
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SWISS OFFICIAL POSTCARDS ADVISING NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER by Martin Radke

(Originally published in Die Ganzsache, the journal of the Berlin,
Munich and Swiss Postal Stationery Societies. Translated by R S Johnson.
The at
a postcards were produced as forms by the PTT
for the
ction to use in various areas of the country, in
German
Italian versions. On the front they have the PTT
reference
6.04, and on the reverse a variety of
different illustrations,humourous, often cartoons, with a reference to
the new
propriate language. The majority of these
cards have no postage stamp impression. On the other hand a subscriber
whose number is printed incorrectly in the directory, or whose number
is changed by the PTT, receives a number of thes cards with postage
stamp impression for their use. The telephone service holds a stock
to cover this requirement.
Table 1 is an updated version showing the Telephone advice cards
without postage stamp impression, modern issues from about 1970, and
shows the wide variety of these cards. Also shown are those cards with
postage stamp impressions. Note that cards with the numbers 616.02 &
616.03 only exist without postage stamp impression, while those with
numbers 616.04 & 616.05 exist with and without such impression.
With the printing date 'I 84' new cards appeared with the numbers
616.46, 616.47 & 616.48 and exist only without postage stamp impression
These cards can be regarded as successors to 616.03 (and 616.05a & c)
as the design and illustrations are identical - .46=.03; .47=.05a; and
.48=.05c. (See figures 1 & 2.
•

•

Tab 1e 1 - Cards without stamp impression
PTT Form-Nr.

®
x
®
-

-

xxxx® ®®®

xxxx0000

PTT 616.02 1.82
PTT 616.03 a) 1.82
PTT 616.03 b) 1.82
PTT 616.03 c) 1.82
PTT 616.04 1.82
PTT 616.05 a) 1.82
PTT 616.05 b) 1.82
PTT 616.05 c) 1.82

--

xxxx0000

PTT 616.03 1178
PTT 616.04 1178
PTT 616.04 X1178
PTT 616.03 VIII 79
PTT 616.02 XII 79
PTT 616.04 VI 80

I®®x I I

-

x®xxxx

x
x

PTT 616.46184
PTT 616.47184
PTT 616.48184

x
x
x

x
x
x

x
?
?

PTT 616.46 V 87 EC
PTT 616.47 V87 EC

x
x

?
®

?

x = exists ? = possible, not seen

a=

with postage stamp impression
Remarks
616.03 I 82 has 3 different pictures
a) Father phones, family waits;
b) Fight for phone;
c) People run for phone.
616.05 182 has 3 different pictures
a) Family on phone;
b) Persons with calculator;
c) Removals and children.

Value of impression
PTT Form-Nr.

00.40 (Fr.) rot

00.40 (Fr.) + 00.10 (Fr.) rot

PTT 616.01 dt III 73
PTT 616.01 dt 111 75

x
x.

x

PTT 616.04 dt 1178
PTT 616.04fr 1178
PTT 616.04 fr XII 78
PTT 616.04 it 1178

x
x
x
x

x
x
x
x

PTT 616.04 dt 1.82
PTT 616.04 fr 1.82
PTT 616.04 it 1.82

x
x
x

x
x
x

xxxxxxxxx

PTT 616.01 11173
PTT 616.02 VIII 74
PTT 616.01 11175
PTT 616.02 1X 76

s

Table 2 - Cards with stamp

dt - deutsch fr - französisch it - italienisch

.

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

PTT 616.05 dt 1.82 a)
PTT 616.05 dt 1.82 b)
PTT 616.05 dt 1.82 c)
PTT 616.05 fr 1.82 a)
PTT 616.05 fr 1.82 b)
PTT 616.05 fr 1.82 c)
PTT 616.05 it 1.82 a)
PTT 616.05 it1.82b)
PTT 616.05 it 1.82.c)

- .

Remarks
dt = German
fr = French
it = Italian
Reverse side pictures:
616.01 III 73 - Lorry and dial.
616.04 II 78 & XII 78 - Building
616.04 I 82 - Young man on phone
616.05 I 82 - three different:
a) Family on phone;
b) Persons with calculator;
c) Removals and children.
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For the first time in the middle of 1988,a new series (V 87) appeared
without stamp impression and with form numbers 616.46& 616.47 but not
in all language variations. These cards had new cartoons on the reverse
side (see figures 3 & 4). —0
Now, however, to the corresponding official cards with postage stamp
impression 00.40 Fr and the ones 00.40 Fr plus 00.10 Fr which is regarded
as complete (Table 2).
On the question of the relative scarcity of these items one with the
other, I can offer the following fundamental statements:
1. The German language version is relatively the most common, followed
by the French, while the Italian ones are the scarcest.
2. The cards with the impression of 00.40 (Pr) are generally regarded
as occurring less frequently than those with 00.40 plus 00.10 (Fr)
because these are for the most part locked in collections and are
unknown used.
The real surprise is something else. In my last article I mentioned that
it was surprising that up to now no cards with impression of 00.50 (Fr)
had been produced - now this doubt is removed: at the end of 1988 for
the first time such a card appeared with the impression in red, and
that with the form number PTT 616.47 fr V 87 EC - also with French text.
It is in a new type with a somewhat larger format and the stamp impression without decimal point; on the reverse is a cartoon of a dog
using the phone (figure 3). Up to now only the French version of this
existed; whether these cards also exist with German text (without impression) or Italian text (at all) with impression of 00.50 Fr is very
questionable. As the signs increase that such cards with impression will
gradually run out, the end of these official cards as postal stationery
seems to get nearer. Should new cards of this kind come to light in the
future I will report them in my New Issues Reports; those interested
should keep on reading.
If any member has anything to add to this listing please let Bob
Johnson or the Editor know.

Nuovo numero:

HEL A +7 fi HELVETIA
11 00.0 p p 00.40

m

J

PTT L j1 PIT

^,..

Indiriao

Fig. 1 - PTT 616.05 it I 82 with stamp
impression 00.40 plus 00.10 Fr

NOUVEAU NUMERO

! HELVET A m
p

0050 P
PTT

o dd

ADRESSE

Fig. 2 - PTT 616.47 fr V 87 EC with stamp
Impression 00.50 Fr, new type
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Pig.3 - Reverse of
PTT 616.47 fr V 87 EC

(exists with and
without stamp
impression)

Fig. 4 - Reverse of
PTT 616.46 dt V 87 EC
(exists only without
stamp impression)

MAKE A NOTE: STAMPEX IS FEBRUARY 26th T
MARCH 3rd AND WE SHALL BE THERE AS USUAL
(STAND No.49).
COME AND FEAST YOUR EYES ON OUR SUPER
STOCK!
PTS APS

H. L. KATCHER
The Amateur Collector Ltd
P.D. Box No 242, LONDON N2 OYZ, England
Phone: 081-348 0296 Fax: 081-347 8397

RPSC
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KEEP COSTS DOWN - Members will have read the Hon. Treasurer's report in
the December Newsletter and seen that expenditure is likely to exceed
income. In an effort to keep costs down it has been suggested that any
members who write to an Officer of the Society and require an answer
should enclose a stamped, addressed envelope; overseas members should
send an International Reply Coupon.
As an example,members wanting copies of new books reviewed in the DYK
column or elsewhere in the Newsletter should support our advertisers and
write directly to them. Our advertisers are also more likely to be able
to supply you with "Bundesfier card No. 49 used in VF condition" than
your Hon. Editor, who does not collect them anyway:
So if you want a reply to a Query then please send a stamped, addressed
envelope or IRC and keep the costs down.
NORTHERN GROUP - At their meeting in Leeds on 1st December Mr D Arthur
entertained members with a philatelic tour through various regions of
Switzerland. The first part of his display was devoted to the Jura with
descriptions of its main geographical features, towns, industries and
history. He followed with the Seetalbahn, Zurich, St. Gallen, Appenzell,
Einsiedeln, the Rhöne Valley, Zermatt and the Gornergrat, the route of
the Glacier Express, and concluded with the northern frontier from
Basel to Schaffhausen. His whole display was most beautifully presented
and illustrated with stamps, cancellations, covers and a large selection
of old postcards. An afternoon which brought back memories of happy
R A H
holidays spent in this beautiful country.
LONDON MEETING OF 12th December 1990 - Eighteen members welcomed Denis
Cairns after his difficult journey in the aftermath of the blizzards.
Swiss Air Mails, the first 60 years, was his subject and how well he
knew it and presented it. A brief reference to how his interest was
aroused, a cover with markings which screamed "Why, why,why?", followed
by a comprehensive review starting with the first commercial service
between Zurich and Bern by Isler, expansion by Ad Astra and Balair then
amalgamation into Swiss Air. International links were formed to feed
overseas services and wartime POW mail flights continued for the Red
Cross. Postwar expansion with jet aircraft made Swissair a major airline.
The display was illustrated with many interesting covers, showing
cachets and endorsements. Also of interest was the make up of the post
rate charged to cover foreign letter rate, airmail surcharge plus the
special services of registration and express.
Mr Cairns suggested the following references to help others: Schweiz
Luftpost Handbuch; articles by Rohland Kohl in 'Postgeschichte'; Flying
Adventures by Walter.Mittelholzer 1 Swiss Air - .Kurt Riess; articles by
himself in the HNL from September 1980 to March 1981. Both the Chairman
and Claude Mistely spoke for the members present to express their thanks.
(An article in the June 1990 Newsletter by Alex Newall also dealt with
M 0 B
this subject. Ed.)
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1991 - Have you paid yours yet? Get your pen and
cheque book and do it now (Pause while your Editor finds his pen
and cheque book . . ) Don't forget that you can also pay by bank
transfer to Barclays,, East Grinstead Branch, Sort code 20 28 51, and
the account number is 30462438 'Helvetia Philatelic Society'.
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS - 2nd February in Leeds is the Annual Competition.
23rd February the Sussex Group will see Airmails by M Elliott.
27th February in London is the display by Adriano Gervasi from Bern.
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by M $utherfoord
- that the Swiss parliament is - for the third time - discussing
replacing the 1940 Purchase Tax by the EC-compatible VAT system. If this
is accepted by the voters it might mean that philatelic items will be
excluded once again.
-that the PTT is supplying another batch of SFS label machines to a
large number of POs ahead of schedule, so that we have the inexplicable
situation of small branch offices with two machines and the main PO
still with the single machine they have had for years. Most peculiar.
-that the new PTT logo is well suited to the large illuminated signs
the PTT is putting up.outside many POs, having a yellow background it
is attractive by day and night. This was not possible with the old logo.
-that the Day of the Stamp cancellation shown on page 88 (Nov 90) has
an interesting history as it refers to the coal mine Kapfnach in Horgen
with the first reference made in 1548, but only in 1663 was coal successfully mined. However, the high sulphur (smelly) content, and the
cheapness of wood, closed the mine. In 1708 and 1763 starts were again
made and failed. From 1784 to 1911 many hundreds of thousands of tons
were mined. During both World Wars coal was again mined, with more than
200 men employed. Not exactly the conventional picture of Switzerland:
Now the mine is a museum.
-that for the Christmas rush the staff at the largest Swiss parcel
sorting office, Zurich-Mtilligen, was increased from 1000 to 1400 to
handle the rise in parcels from 300 000 to 700 000 per day. Switzerland
has the highest number of parcels per person in the world, 34 to only
4 in Germany and 3.4 in the UK. Only girls do the coding for the electronic sorting (as for all the letter coding too). Only 1 in 7000 of
the parcels gets damaged and needs attention in the 'sick bay'.
-that in the PTT Official Bulletin for 17th September the PTT announced that the 35c stamp (showing the counter clerk and the special
camera in the background for photographing all R-parcels) would be
available in 10 000 rolls, as requested by the junk mail firms for
normal (faster) printed matter now, and for the B rate from February
1991. Only a strip of 11 can prove the roll source as none will be
numbered at the rear, as with the 25c a couple of years ago.
-that another suprise was to be found in the Official Bulletin for 3rd
December in that the old 40c Geneva Escalade is to be reprinted for the
B-rated 50 to 3000 items mail, i.e., they can't print a new Animal
value in time They say the paper will be the same, but of course it
will be with fluorescence now. No First Day facilities I suspect.
-that the repeated use of the number K1272 on page 96 (Dec 90) should
have raised a few eyebrows. The illustrations
show the story. On the 3.7.70 Schwanden in
Canton Glarus started to use K531 until the
Jubilee cancel, which was in use from 11.6.90
to 1.9.90 (usually special cancels run to the
end of the year). Then K531 was used again
until the Jubilee cancel had its '750 years'
machined out and put into use on 10.12.90.
But in error the next free number K1272 was
used, until put right by the SVP and K531a
allocated, but without Official correction.
Note that GL is now no longer in brackets,
new rule:
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1.•S. ARMSTRONG
POSTAGE STAMP DEALER
Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.

K 1278

It looks from the new K-cancels
shown above that someone has
just "killed the goose that laid
the golden egg" yet again: Ed.

485 MARINE ROAD,
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF
Phone (0524) 414055

ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1990/91
EUROPA CATALOGUES 1990/91
NEW arrangement in the succession of countries for
Western Europe and NEW dates for publication
Edition September 1990 - Western Europe Vol 1 A-I
(Italy)wihsupemntofwdisanprce
modifications for volume 2 and Eastern Europe
Price SFr.49- plus postage for Europe of SFr.11Western Europe Vol 2 with supplements to Vol 1
and Eastern Europe will be published spring 1991
Eastern Europe will be published autumn 1991

Zumstein

puropa
sand I to-1f

1991

Switzerland/Liechtenstein 1991 (Edition August 1990)
in colour, german/french, again with price tendencies:
paper-bound
SFr.13.50 postage for Europe SFr.10.50
SFr.15.00
spiral-bound
zuffebeb
Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our
Agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford
sollmWz
iechters ben
Street, Strand, LONDON WC2E'9EU
1991
For direct orders to Zumstein please use our postal
account (Giro): Bern 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you.
Zumstein + Cie, propr. Hertsch + Co.
PO Box CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland
Tel: 031 22 22 15, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH
Telefax: 031 21 23 26

zumsbein

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of _Great Britain
PrintedbyRMprogahicsCetrLd.,ChicestrGB

UDC 656.835(494)
HELVETIA
ISSN 0951-0001
PHILATELIC
SOCIETY
NEWS
LETTER
Founder: E. H. SPIRO

Hon. President: Mrs A Lee FRPS L
Hon. Secretary
Hon. Treasurer
Hon. Pkt Secretary
Mr R A Hoyle
Mr M J Kuriger
Mr D M Slate
8 Rhodesia Ave
'Quarries'
149 Ware Road
Stafford Road
Stone Quarry Road
HERTFORD
HALIFAX HX3 OPB
Chelwood Gate
Herts SG13 7EG
Tel
HAYWARDS HEATH
Tel
W Sussex RH17 7LP
Tel
Hon. Editor: Peter Hobbs, Six Tyning End, BATH BA2 6AN Tel:0225-31 09 71
No. 2

THE MATTERHORN

FEBRUARY

1 9 9 1

45th year

by R A Hoyle

On the 14th July 1990 the 125th
anniversary of the first ascent
of the Matterhorn was celebrated
in Zermatt. It may indeed be said
that it was. the Matterhorn which
made Zermatt famous, and is responsible for the thousands of
visitors to this part of Switzerland every year. Cicely
Williams in her book 'Zermatt
Saga' writes that 'whilst there
are higher, more difficult and
more beautiful mountains, none
are so utterly irresistible as the
Matterhorn. Again and again the
eye is drawn back to the great
peak towering above the village church. There is nothing quite like
it and to people far and wide it is the most fascinating mountain in
the world'. Of the many 4000m peaks which surround Zermatt it is the
only one which can be seen in its entirety from the village street.
It appears to rise sheer from the meadows from which it takes its
name and there is no summit which seems so precipitous when viewed
from below.
The Matterhorn was first climbed on 14th July 1865 by three guides,
Michel Croz from Chamonix, Peter Taugwalder father and son from
Zermatt, and four English climbers, Edward Whymper, Revd Charles
Hudson, Douglas Hadow and Lord Francis Douglas. The story of the
events leading to the first ascent and the subsequent accident when
Croz, Hudson, Hadow and Douglas were killed is told in many books
about the mountain so nothing further need be said here.
The first Swiss stamp to depict the Matterhorn was the 5c Pro
Juventute of 1913. On 1st June 1965 two stamps were issued for the
100th anniversary of the first ascent; the cover shows the stamps
with the commemorative cancellation. The stamps show the famous view
of the mountain from Zermatt with the east face on the left and the
famous north face on the right. The ridge on the left is the Furggen,
HELV PHIL SOC NEWSLI45th yearlNo.2tpp 9-16lLondon Feb.1991 IISSN 0951-0001
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the Z'Mutt ridge on the right. The Hdrnli ridge, which was followed for
most of the climb, is in the centre and this is today the normal route
up the mountain. The most recent stamp to feature the Matterhorn was
issued on 8th March 1988 for the 50th anniversary of the Pro Aero
Foundation. The Matterhorn is also featured on an essay by R 3sli of La
Chaux de Fonds which was printed by photogravure in brown and submitted
for the 1933 Post Office competition.
ww
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Philatelic cover bought at the Hörnli Hut and cancelled with the special
cancellation for the 125th anniversary on 14th July 1990; the cover
also has the attractive . Hörnli Hut cachet,.
Some cancellations
incorporating the
Matterhorn

K36 and K36a

"Wi
■

ov
Zermatt slogan
cancel used
from 11 .5.67

1666
1965

100 JAHRFEIER ERSIBESTEIGUNG

Centenary canee

-

qi

1865
7 1965

used in 1965

_

C ERVIN.

CFWTENAIRE PREi> PE A$ ENSIO N

-

,

JUSIL UM 125th anniversary
125JAHRE cancel used from
2.7.90
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Soldier stamps and the Matterhorn
One of the fascinating fields
which Soldier stamps offer to
the philatelist is the fact
that many show views which
are also depicted on postage
stamps. As far as I can find
out (soldier stamp collectors
please correct me if necessary
three designs have featured
the Matterhorn.
Although Switzerland was neutral during the two wars there was, because
of fear of invasion, general mobilisation and important places like the
Simplon Pass were guarded by Swiss troops. The passes above Zermatt
were also important and were patrolled by the Zermatt Company who were
based at the various mountain huts. Their duties called for a good
physique and experience in the mountains and the Zermatt Company with
one exception, himself an excellent climber, was formed from professional guides.

Miniature
sheet

Militärpostkarte
Carte postale militaire
Carfolina postale mhitare

:es Absenders
ampel

ie l'expéditeur
ervice
del mittente
vizio

To be continued

FELD POST 37
---

Poste

NOT MANY PEOPLE KNOW THIS - probably not even Michael Caine himself but for the benefit of members wanting to take a holiday in Switzerland
the following tale may be of interest. Your Editor, at the behest of
'er indoors (known to me only as she who must be obeyed), tried to
arrange a holiday in the Bernese Oberland for Teacher's Rest. The local
travel agents (no caps) could not help and claimed there were 'no seats '
'only business class', and 'its a busy week'. A bit of work with the
little grey cells produced two 'local rate' phone numbers, one to BA and
the other to Swissair. Both had seats at APEX rates on the days required
and Swissair could even offer out via Geneva and back via Zurich.
What clinched the deal was that as Swissair do not fly into Bern (the
capital, in case you had forgotten) then we could have free (yes, free )
rail tickets to and from Bern, and the fare was otherwise the same as
that of BA. Needless to say we flew Swissair and used their magnificent
"Fly Baggage" scheme; for a mere 10fr per item you book your cases in
at Heathrow right through to your destination. No hassle, no fuss, you
just fly and enjoy your holiday. We did;
The numbers you need are: Swissair 0345-581333, and BA 0345-222111.
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H.SULSER
soldier
stamp
CATALOGUE
The long and eagerly awaited new edition
(according to Mr.Sulser the final one to
be published) IS NOW AVAILABLE.
It incorporates innumerable upward price
changes (many of which are staggering)
reflecting the strong market and great
popularity of these stamps. Plus additional listings of material. This was
made possible through exhaustive research,
with help from collectors worldwide collated during the 11 years since Volume 2
appeared.
(the 60 pages of stamp illustrations are
now incorporated. Therefore the function
of Volume 2 is the section of Military
Stationery only).
Congratulations to Mr. H. Sulser for producing an easy-to-use veritable Handbook!
Size: 5i" x 8;"; nett weight Approx. 30 oz.

CE £ 34
inc. Post &Packing
($ 67.5o overseas)
.

50

PRO JUVENTUTE
v • STAMP BOOKLET
^

GREEN COVER with FRENCH TEXT on back(instead
of buff cover with German Text). A fortuitious purchase enables us to offer a small
quantity of this booklet which is missing in
most collections. (Our usual price £ 93.00)

ONLY £75i. VAT
(If ordered before end of March - subject
unsold, of course).

SPRING

1991
26th Feb-3rd March

Stand 49

BOTH HALLS, Royal Horticultural Society
Greycoat Street & Vincent Square, London, S.W.1

H. L. KATCHER
The Amateur Collector Ltd
P.O. Box No 242, LONDON N2 OYZ, England
Phone: 081-348 0296 Fax: 081-347 8397
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700th Anniversary of the Swiss Confederation In August 1291, the League of the
three Forest Cantons was sworn into being on the Rfitli meadow overlooking Lake
Lucerne. Other towns and territories joined in due course. Thus in 1991 the Swiss
Confederation - Confoederatio Helvetica - celebrates its 700th anniversary. The federal state
we know today came about in stages.
The three original cantons of Uri, Schwyz and Unterwalden (also called the Forest
Cantons) united in 1291 to safeguard their sovereignty and to provide protection against
the Habsburgs. The alliance grew by a process of accretion. The first new state to join was
Lucerne, followed by the cities of Zurich and Bern and the peasant territories of Glarus
and Zug. This expanded nucleus formed the League of the Eight Cantons. Over the following decades the Eight strengthened their bonds fighting side by side on the battlefield
to preserve their territorial integrity, at the same time overcoming a range of internal
conflicts. - Fribourg and Solothurn entered the union in 1481, and the accession of the cities
of Basle and Schaffhausen (1501) and Appenzell (1513) closed the ring of the League of the
Thirteen Cantons which survived until 1798. This union of democratic free towns and
peasant communities based on a network of alliances developed into a political unit
with a pronounced federalist flavour.
The French occupation of 1798, bringing with it the end of the old confederation. saw the
transformation of Switzerland into a much more tightly structured entity, the Helvetic
Republic. However its centralist constitution flew in the face of all that the highly
individualistic cantons stood for, and after the fall of Napoleon in 1813 the country reverted
to a loose confederation, this time comprising 22 cantons.
The final step from a federation of states to a federal state took place in 1848 with the adoption
of a new federal constitution, itself comprehensively revised in 1874. Switzerland today
consists of 20 full cantons and 6 half-cantons; its federalist structure assures each member
of the confederation numerous political freedoms and a large measure of administrative
autonomy.
The Association of Swiss Graphic Artists (ASG) launched a design competition for and with
the PTT for a set of four special stamps to commemorate the 700th anniversary of Switzerland.
The competition was open to both ASG members and other artists.
Forty-nine artists took part in the competition with a total of 61 sets. The entries were
adjudicated by a special panel of experts. Ten entries won prizes. Final honours went to
the Lausanne graphic artist André Bovey, not least for the effect of unity conveyed by his set.
The four stamps symbolize the different cultures of Switzerland in the four language areas.
800th Anniversary of Bern

In 1191 Berchtold V,, Duke of .Zährit gen, founded the town of Bern on a hairpin bend
in the River Aare as a strategic stronghold to consolidate his scattered possessions. But the
House of Zahringen died out in 1218 and Bern was made a *free -imperial city* within
the Holy Roman Empire The Bernese doggedly defended this :quasi-independent status
and the privileges it conferred on them, and over the next 350 years the tiny republic
prospered to become the largest city-state north of the Alps. It secured its defence
through an extensive network of pacts and alliances (such as the treaty of accession to the
Swiss Confederation in 1353). Political power lay in the hands of an urban aristocracy
The occupation of Switzerland by the French revolutionary armies in 1798 swept aside
the old confederation and with it Berns ancien régime. When French domination came
to an end with the downfall of Napoleon, new political institutions evolved in Bern.
The city lost its privileges but remained the capital of the present-day Canton of Bern, even
gaining in status in 1848 when it became the capital of the new Swiss. Confederation.
Thus in 1991 the canton can join with the citizens and residents. of Bern celebrating
the anniversary of the city founded by the Zghringens 800 years ago.
The special stamp designed by .Fred. Bauer, Kitsnach4 -shows the city. skyline .super
imposed on the Bernese Alps, symbolizing the:. dose: links ,between :tOwn and country.
It is its rich geographical and cultural diversity has always made Bern_ a .. very
special. place.
.

-:

22 2. 1991
R

Rotogravure:
Hélio Courvoisier SA,
La Chaux-de-Fonds
Size:
36x25,7 mm
Cylinder
circumference:
2 sheets of 40 stamps
Paper:
white, fluorescent:
mat gummed

3000 BERN
Giomo d'emissione
Jour d'émission
Ausgabetag f l
22.2.91
Printing

Rotogravure;
Hélio Courvoisier SA,
La Chaux-de-Fonds
Size:
25,7 x36 mm
Cylinder
circumference:
2 sheets of 50 stamps

.

Paper:
white, fluorescent;
mat gummed

Switzerland-USA Joint Issue
The celebrations for the 700th Anniversary of Switzerland would not be complete
without saluting the nearly half a million Swiss citizens living abroad. The Swiss like to
refer to this community of expatriates as the «Fifth Switzerland) , - after the German,
French, Italian and Romansh-speaking communities at home. So it is not surprising
that in the 1991 Anniversary Year the Swiss PT F is bringing out a joint issue with the USA, a
classic immigration country in which many Swiss have found a new home.
The stamp designed by Hans Hartmann, Köniz, shows the striking parliament buildings
of the two countries: in Bern the Bundeshaus /Palais Féderall Palazzo Federate /Chesa Federala,to
give it its name in all four national languages, and the Capitol in Washington.
The Renaissance-style Swiss parliament building comprises three wings. The central part
with its cupola and corner towers was built by H. Auer in 1896-1902. The east wing is
also the work of H. Auer and dates from 1888-1892. The west wing was built by F. Studer
in 1851-1857. The central domed structure is the actual parliament building housing the
upper and lower chambers.
Two-hundred deputies are elected to the lower house, or National Council, by popular vote.
The upper house, the Council of States, comprises two representatives from each canton
and 1 from each of the 6 half-cantons. The two chambers together form the United
Federal Assembly, though they only sit and vote in joint session for certain important
business or special debates.
Construction of the Capitol housing the United States Congress was commenced in 1793.

The original plans were drawn by William Thornton. The two wings and the present
cupola were added after 1850. - As in the Swiss parliament, legislative powers in
the U.S. Congress are vested in two chambers. The Senate has 100 members, two from
each state. The 435 seats in the House of Representatives are apportioned among the
states according to their populations. Bills must be passed by both Houses, which together
make up Congress.

Printing

Rotogravure;
Hélio Courvoisier SA,
La Chaux-de-Fonds
Size:
39,3 x28,6 mm
Cylinder
circumference:
2 sheets of 50 stamps
Paper:
white, fluorescent;
mat gummed
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Report of the London meeting of 9th January 1991
The Chairman, Mr F Pickard, welcomed 16 members who had braved the
weather. Apologies had been received from Mesdames Lee, Rawnsley and
Dawson, and from Mr G Hubbard. We were again reminded of the change of
date for the February meeting to the 27th when Herr A Gervasi from Bern
will be the Guest Speaker.
Mr A F Balmforth, beginning the evening's main proceedings, stressed
that he was only leading, not giving, the whole display on Téte-béche,
Se Tenant and Booklets, and how well he led it To support his statements he had made explicit documentary drawings, a great aid in understanding the PTT's methods and policy in this field. The first stamp
booklets were produced in 1904, but it was not until 1909 that the first
téte-béche sheets printed for booklets appeared, the 2 & 5c Tell Boy;
the first se tenants were the Tell Boy and the Tell Bust in 1918 to 1933.
Examples of the printing of the panes making up the sheets, showing
the different treatment of the gutters and interspacing were produced,
mint stamps, used stamps in various combinations and, more importantly,
on cover. kr Pickard produced a Tax Perçue, privately printed tétebéche label by Eugene Sekula, which had passed through the post, and
Fee stamps of St. Gallen se tenant, 5c, 10c, 15c, 20c.
Mrs M 0 Bidmead showed a selection of various combinations of tétebeche and se tenant of the Tells, the Small Landscapes, Industrial
Landscapes, the Historical and Monuments and the different interspacing
methods, many examples being on cover. Also other issues printed tétebeche and se tenant but not for booklet use.
Mr D Slate also produced a similar miscellany, with a good selection
of the large and small holes interspacing. Members enjoyed examining the
material presented and took proceedings further, looking for and finding
printing varieties: The meeting concluded with a comprehensive vote of
thanks by Mr R S Johnson.
References: Helvetia Newsletters - Fred Lessor, February, March & April
1978; M Rutherfoord - March 1979, August & September 1982,
March, July & August 1984.
Die Markenheftchen, Kehrdruc1 and Zwischenstegmarken der
Schweiz 1904 1954 by Ernst Miller (1954). This book is in
the Society Library and although in German it is very well
M 0 B
illustrated in the colours of the stamps.
-

Collector's Dilemma
This was the rather unusual title of the joint display given by Mr D
Ripley and Mr M Proctor to Northern Group members in Leeds on 5th January.
They highlighted the problems facing the average collector when either
starting collecting Switzerland or developing new themes even after many
years of collecting. The choice of topics is indeed vast, and when one
considers the many types of cancellations, postcards, thematics, railway and other transport subjects then'Switzerland must offer a wider
scope to collectors than any other small country in the world.
Mr Ripley began the display with an A to Z of Swiss philately which
illustrated this diversity of topic, while Mr Proctor concluded an
excellent afternoon's entertainment with some most attractive airmail
R A H
and postage due covers.
The Honorary Treasurer wishes to acknowledge two donations to the
Society by anonymous donors.

Your RAZOR BLADE CANCELS, or copies, are still required by Mrs Bidmead
to heln with the display on 13th March in London (see p 89 Dec 1990).
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by M Rutherfoord

- that firstly I must correct an error in the January column. The reprinted 40c Geneva Escalade stamp was available from Philatelic counters about the New Year, but as it was printed on the same SSR 3 machine as before it is on the old phosphor paper as is still used for
all middle value stamps. The gum is also shiny, but the general front
view is whiter when compared to the old printings.
- that the A & B publicity is gaining strength, leaflets all over,
stickers on all posting boxes. The new label "A Prioritaire" (French
is the UPU language) has appeared with a new reference number, see the
illustration. If anyone would like a new rates booklet, let me know at
Hurdäckerstrasse 40, CH-8049 Zurich (International reply coupon: Ed.).
- that the 'stars' are gone, in use from 1.3.84 till 31.1.91, they indicated bulk "non-fast" delivery, now in effect the B rate (see my
article of March 1989). If anyone would like examples my offer stands.
- that, for machine slogan collectors, a new dumb slogan "PP A" will
be issued to all 320 odd POs having cancelling machines to use from
1.2.91. Who will use this rate, 80c for a minimum of 50 letters, is a
bit of a mystery, so we consider this slogan will be a rarity, especially for the smaller places. See the illustration but it will be
in three sizes as usual; anyone interested in a few FDCs?
- that contrary to all expectations Switzerland will not be issuing
a special stamp for 700c, nor a banknote for 700 Francs, this superJubilee year of 1991, however there will be a surfeit of souvenirs.
- that for the first time in more than 10 years the number of special
cancellations used in 1990 was below 200, i.e., 190 against an average of about 250 previously. This is according to Jann Etter in the NZZ.
- that are 120 members in a Swiss club of phonecard collectors. About
100 different cards have been issued, mainly with private adverts on
them. Some 200m cards have been made by Landis & Gyr in Zug who make
the equipment. They have just issued their own, SFr.5.- (PTT have 10 &
20 Frs) in a run of only 500 for their guests.
- that in the new PTT Museum in Bern the special exhibition is by
Georges Schild of Bern on the POW, Red Cross and other charities in
VW I. A unique show which runs until 10th March.
- that I was astounded when I saw the new museum, one had got so used
to the old one. Now to experience what can be done with the wonderful
material they have had all these years. With good use of video shows
and a modern concept I can only say it is really worth a visit, and
not only once. Lots of cards and books on sale, most in English too.
Entry is SFr.2.- and OAPs for 1 Franc.
THE SOCIETY SEMINAR IN CHIPPENHAM - April 6th
You should have received a booking form for
this meeting with last month's Newsletter.
The forms were "lost in the post": The Seminar
is on Saturday 6th April in the Rotary Hall in
Chippenham Send a cheque for £9 -and a stamped
addressed envelope NOW to Mrs W Lamble, 14
Brooklands, TOTNES TQ9 5AR. DON'T DELAY: It is
no good leaving it until tomorrow. You wino,
,
miss an excellent day out (and lunch)^ ^?
1
Q9
1,V
PAY NOW - COME IN APRIL

0.3.13

Prioritaire
PTT 124320 1.91 23 Mio. PB
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J. S. ARMSTRONG
POSTAGE STAMP DEALER

Recent articles in the Helvetia
K 1279

K 1280

Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can

Forthcoming Meetings

be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to

Sussex Group

keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the

February 23rd - Swiss Airposts
Display by M Elliott.
London Group

February 27th - Guest Speaker
Herr A Gervasi from Bern.
March 13th - Razor blade cancels
Display led by Mrs M 0 Bidmead.

benefit of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.
485 MARINE ROAD.
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF
Phone (0524) 414055

Northern Group

March 2nd - The Early 20th
Century - All members.
ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1990/91
EUROPA CATALOGUES 1990/91

NEW arrangement in the succession of countries for
Western Europe and NEW dates for publication
Edition September 1990 - Western Europe Vol 1 A-I
(Italy) with supplement of new editions and price
modifications for volume 2 and Eastern Europe
Price SFr.49- plus postage for Europe of SFr.11Western Europe Vol 2 with supplements to Vol 1
and Eastern Europe will be published spring 1991
Eastern Europe will be published autumn 1991

zumstein

Switzerland/Liechtenstein 1991 (Edition August 1990)
in colour, german/french, again with price tendencies:
paper-bound
SFr.13.50 postage for Europe SFr.10.50
SFr.15.00
spiral-bound
Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our
Agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford
Street, Strand, LONDON WC2E 9E11
For direct orders to Zumstein please use our postal
account (Giro): Bern 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you.

zumstein

zur ndbein

Schweiz

lechbenthein

1991

Zumstein + Cie, propr. Hertsch + Co.
PO Box CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland

Tel: 031 22 22 15, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH
Telefax: 031 21 23 26

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
Printed by RPM Reprographics Chichester Ltd., Chichester. GP
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The 1990 Census Stamp (Z 805) - Some Printing Notes by N Rutherfoord

Tha 10-yearly Swiss population census was held on 4th December 1990 and
a publicity stamp was issued on the 20th November, designed by Heinz

Burgin of Basel, and printed by,Courvoisier of La Chaux de Fonds in
two 50-stamp sheets, b & B, per cylinder.
In the PTT leaflets the colours are not given, and in the catalogues
it will say 'multicoloured', so we have to turn to the official PTT
Bulletin. There it says 'photogravure' and 'red, yellow, blue, violet
green'. However, looking at the stamp itself one can easily see these
five and brown, dark blue, pink, yellow-green and orange, a total of
ten, How is it done?
Usually a printer can do everything with three colours, red, yellow
and blue, and often black. Courvoisier have used five, as mentioned
above, and shown on the triangular check marks in the gutter between
the sheets, (see illustration). The order is red, blue, yellow, violet,
blue again, green, violet again, yellow again, green again. Only once
per rotation. The sloping hypotenuse of each of the coloured triangular
check marks, via the electronic speed control of each of the five colo
cylinders, ensures that the next colour is applied correctly.
,

th
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The way Courvoisier prints in photogravure, both solid colour and a
screened pattern of dots can be achieved. In this way the strong red
background is modified to print the '50' in pink, i.e., a mixture of
red and white, by screening this area. The brown is arrived at by
'mixing' red and yellow, both screened. The dark blue is a mixture of
red and blue on top of each other, if the screened dots were next to
each other (as for brown) the result would be violet or purple. At the
edges of the dark blue areas traces of these two colours can be seen.
The yellow-green of 'Helvetia' is a very subtle mixing of the yellow
and the green used. A typical Courvoisier stamp.
I am afraid I don't often take the trouble to analyse every new Swiss
stamp in this way, but they are wonders of the printer's art, not only
those of Courvoisier, but also those coming from the new PTT printing
machine, as shown by the new animal definitives.
In the figure on the previous page the top row is the right hand edge
of sheet 'A' (I have added the number 168761 by typewriter as the grey
original was too pale to photocopy). Below is the left hand edge of
sheet 'B', with the number 168760 not shown. Until a year or so ago the
cylinder number was noted in its colour next to 'A'. This was usually
'11111', only once did I see '12111', indicating that a new cylinder
had been made. This information ,is now no longer provided by Courvoisier
The peculiar arrangement of the five colours in the line of nine check
triangles is used by Courvoisier with other stamps as well so must have
some hidden logic. All twice, except the basic colour. Note that as the
yellow did not photocopy I have added this to the line, but not to the
stamp (middle figure in the top row). The abbreviations of the colours
of the triangles I have also added with the typewriter, all other texts
and marks are in red, i.e., the basic colour of the stamp, also as usual
Printed colours

Mixed colours
pink
red on white backgrounc
dark blue
red and blue
yellow-green
yellow and green
brown
red and yellow

orange an illusion, this is yellow only,
but the red surround makes it look orange
NEXT LONDON MEETINGS
March 13th - Razor Blade Cancellations, a display to be led by
Mrs M 0 Bidmead. Get out your old Gillettes:
April 10th - CUD Competition and Moore Trophy.

Larch 1991
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This mark is on an entire from rayon in Vaud to Etampes just
outside Paris, dated 24 illgust 1838, and I am indebtéd to
I°ir. w I°rs. 3idmead for the following information:
FF SCE - The Rural Decime
Until 1830, 70 of the French population had no postal delivery or
collection services.
Letters had to be carried by their writers to
the nearest post office l-,hich might well be up to 40 miles away.
Recipients had to go to these offices to collect :rail, if any, always
assuming they knew there was some to collect.
In Spring 1830 a rural postal service was inaugurated which gave
one delivery and collection at least three times a week for all towns
For this service, which
and large villages without Post Offices.
was connected to the main post, a fee of one decime per letter was
charged for either collection or delivery, but if a letter started
and finished its journey in different rural areas, the ihural Decime
•
was only charged once.
::lien a letter came from a rural area, the '1 D' was supposed to
be struck in black at the post office in which it joined the main
mail route.
If a letter was addressed to a rural destination, the '1 D' was
supposed to be struck in red at the delivery post office, unless it
However, it is apparent that
had already received a black '1 D'.
many offices had never received proper instructions regarding the
Rural Service, and so all sorts of interesting exceptions are known.
The Rural Decime was withdrawn at the end of 1846, and the Service
A different series of
was re-organised and became free of charge.
markings was inaugurated which lasted until about 1913.
One of the changes was the mark '0 R' Origine Rural for the letters
collected from outlying districts by the postal messengers.
LE S
HOW MANY

1934 Landscape Definitives

The 1991 Amateur Collector Catalogue added to
its listing of this issue; including imperf:
stamps of each value.
Cat. No. 194 3c Olive-green
ditto imperf *
194I
* Footnote states, Trial (Control) printing
from a sheet of 25.
The recent Chiani-Auktion, lot 1907 offered
a top right hand corner set of this imperf:
stamp. Rolli- Auktion are offering as lot 3808
corner blocks of four, also from the top
right hand corner of the sheet.
The question now posed is whether the Trial
printing comprised a sheet of 25 or larger
sheet, possibly of 50 or 100 settings. If
this was not the case the possibility exists
of there being several colour pulls being
taken. It should be remembered that these
stamps would be printed on the same machine
press as the Tell issues, therefore the
answer could be easily deduced. Would some
one like to contribute to this debate.
ex 3808
F Pickard
-

Are any members who do not already subscribe to the SBZ, the journal of
the Swiss Philatelic Societies, interested in subscribing through the
Snri ptv9 Tha R11haesroti.Dn for 1991 is SFr.36-.
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Special Offer

Larch 1991

USUAL PRICE

1881 SITTING HELVETIA No. 45/1. Superb mint block of
four, one stamp with DOUBLE EMBOSSING

$ 16.00 +

$ 10.00

1895 NUMERAL No.62Ba, the scarce dull blue shade, mint

$ 125.00

$ 70.00

$ 11.00

$

7.00

1913/14 RAILWAY STAMP, the scarce No.4 used

$ 10.50

$

6.00

1940 PRO JUVENTUTE No.93/9 SMOOTH GUM mint

$

$

3.50

1945 PRO PATRIA No.45/1 MISSING MOUNTAIN used

$ 20.00

$ 12.50

1971
.
POSTAGE No.490/95 in superb centrally FIRST DAY
cancelled BLOCKS OF FOUR (includes combination
Se-tenant pairs)

$ 10.00

$

ditto used

STATIONERY CARDS. 1984 NABA Exhibition set of
8 official cards. (Not normally is stock)

1

SPECIAL OFFER

5.25

5.50

-

$ 12.00

1950 B.I.E. Nos.29/39 complete, fine mint

$ 65.00

$ 47.50

1948/500.M.S. Nos.6/25 complete, fine mint

$ 160.00

$ 125.00

$ 700.00

\$ 550.00

1950 U.N. Nos.l/21 complete MINT UNMOUNTED

-II-

O
/0
(V.A.T. incl.)

38

To arrive at £ Sterling
Prices please deduct
These very advantageous prices are valid only until the end of March 1991
or until stocks are normalised, whichever is the earlier.

GUTTER PAIRS (S-NUMBERS)
THESE SO DIFFICULT TO FIND PRE-1934 PAIRS ARE NOW WELL REPRESENTED IN OUR STOCK, MINT
AND USED. WE OFFER NOT ONLY THE CHEAPER PAIRS BUT ALSO THE RARITIES. CONTACT US
EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT.

Lugano , Lunedi .). Febbraio 1863.
mow
3. $0 I'annn,
it triase.tre;
mo, 8. 20 it
kne.tre; ha011 it senses.,
t ed Algeria
20 i1 seines.,

.ti

A u<triaci,
20 renew.

GAZZETTA TICtN[SE

Our Great Strength Is
The Ability To Supply
Items Other Dealers Cannot.

H.L. KATCHER.
The Amateur Collector Ltd.
P.O. Box No 242, LONDON N2 OYZ, England
Phone: 081-348 0296 Fax: 081-347 8397

Le•associa.
Lugano pre
Libreria Fran
dagli U(T.cn
sera, Italia e
It insrnioni
alI'umcio J,
in Torino. al.

We have been very fortunate in buying a small group of these historically interesting
newspapers franked with the Sitting Helvetia 3c. black (No.29). This period of time
is not only historically interesting but philatelically also: some of the newspapers
we have. are dated shortly after the introduction of perforated stamps and we can just
see the scene in the newspaper despatch department! Out come the scissors to cut the
stamps, as was done for many years, rather than tear the perforations. Old habits
die hard! On the later dates of the examples we have, attempts were made to tear the
stamps - with the accent on tearing!
Subject unsold we can offer these famous complete newspapers with the 3c. black
franking as follows:Perfectly torn in the normal way
$ 250.00
Cut with scissors
$ 200.00
Damaged by tearing
$ 100.00
(Prices are peat free, securely packed)
If you don't want to be disappointed please order early (we are not offering these
elsewhere prior to this advert appearing).

THE MATTERHORN (continued)

by R A Hoyle
200

-d
The Chapel at the Schwarzsee - One of the most popular
excursions from Zermatt is to the lovely little Schwarzsee
at the foot of the Matterhorn. At the edge of the lake is
the chapel consecrated to Maria of the Snow. Its year of
r1 L^j { ,f^'1
construction is not known but it was probably the first half
•
of the 18th century. Legend has it that two men returning to Zermatt
from Aosta over the Theodule pass found themselves lost in thick mist.
Exhausted after a long walk they gave up hope of being found and promised that if they found their way again they would build a chapel at
that place. Noon after the mist lifted and the two men saw a shrine
near the Schwarzsee and on that spot they had a chapel built. In 1784
theBisopfSn,FrazMelchioZnrufe,haditpronucea
chapel for public mass. From 1980 to 1982 it was restored by Arth and
Walter Furrer from Brig under the auspices of the Society for the protection of Ancient Monuments, and on 5th August 1982 the ceremonial
inauguration of the renovated chapel
•

e•i
i ..,,........,....
•...s ,
- -, 4

.

s„

.,
.

-

,.„.....7.,
:

...

11%. 4,\,?;:;:'
r

.

.._.
' ' .-. ,::**4ety -'-f!

,

:,..

t

,T
--0

Some examples of postal stationery and postcards incorporating th
Matterhorn_ in their design.

111Attit

1111111

1111114;

liglii;r2.'"*

Care postale
PosmartP

Cartolina po`

ZERMATT / Matterhorn -

33
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'MEOAILLES OR & ARGENT

These are just a few ideas for developing a collection, using stamps,
cancellations, postal stationery and postcards, about the Matterhorn. If
If you know of any others the writer would be pleased to know.
(Coming soon is '100 jahre Rhätische bahn - a day on the Bernina lines

)

P uje

Help! is needed by our member

=r H E Quinton with these postal marks

The first is a double-ring cds GNEVE 29 DEC 47 104 11 in red. Is it
104 11, if so what is its significance. It appears similar to, but not
listed, inEmmeneggers handbook under Group 131. Also why two charge marks
(10 - 2) for carriage to Burgdorf? Backstamped Burgdorf 30 DEC 47 in blue.

The other item is more complicated as it went from Basel to VERVIERS in
Belgium. Large double-ring cds BASLE 26 SEPT. 1839 with laurel leaves, in
red. Double-ring cds SUISSE BELFORT 26 SEPT. 39 in red (French transit
mark). Boxed SR in blue. 7 / A.E. / J.F. in a diamond in red. T.F. in red.
Manuscript lh in black, which I believe is 14. Then backstamped HUNIGUE (66
26 SEPT. 39 in black (French town close to border). Double-ring cds of
PRUSSE GTV? 28 SEPT. 39 and 3 (?) before and after town name, in blue.
Large double-ring cds FRANCE PAR QUIEVRAIN 29 SEPT. 1839 BRUXELLES in blue.
Very smudged and indistinct arrival cds in red of what appears to be
Verviers. Any information about these marks would be most welcome. Also
where is, or was, Prusse as I have been unable to locate it.
H E Q
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by M Rutherfoord

- that the PTT Museum in Bern has two 'catalogues' on sale, in German,
for SFr.12-. "Das neue PTT Museum" covers the historical development
from the beginning, the planning, layout, and building. First mentioned
in 1893, the first collection in the Bollwerk was opened in 1907. The
building at the Helvetia-Platz was opened in 1936 and covered only two
floors. The second book is the guide proper, "Das Schweiz PTT Museum".
Each section has a useful list of important postal & philatelic events.
- that at 3 minutes past 9 a.m. on the 5th February the new station in
Luzern was opened, exactly 20 years after the disastrous fire which
caused the clock to stop at that time. The cancellation used at the rPO
(see January Newsletter, p8) shows the clock. The SBB at their information counter had the same cancellation, but in blue, and with which
they cancelled everything put before them, ignoring all PTT rules.
- that a famous painting done some 50 years ago shows the station
clock at 9.03:
- that during my visit to Luzern I also viewed eight locomotives or
complete trains that had been lined up as part of the celebrations,
including the new "2000" locos, which I had also seen under construction
in the SLM works during their Open Day last year.\
- that in the main P0, beautifully refurbished, I paid a visit to the
Philatelic counter which they have, with its own K-cancel showing the
old water tower. But don't forget that there is also the "official"
Philatelic Bureau a short distance away, with its own K-cancel too.
- that at the former counter I found a delightful booklet, in German,
for SFr.1O- with many coloured illustrations, on the history of the
main PO in Luzern. There I learnt that Luzern had been the capital of
the French-run Helvetian Republic for 6 months before the Austrians
liberated Luzern on 31st May 1799. The government, including the Postmaster General, fled to Bern and obscurity. When all Switzerland regained its freedom they unfortunately fell back into their old ways of
separate cantonal posts.
- that, unheralded, the term CEPT has been removed from the PTT's new
rates tables, so that Europe stretches from Galway to Viadivostock.
- that the village of Commugny in Canton Vaud has just had a busy time,
because it has the postcode 1291. See the illustration, and note that
-18 stands for 1st August too.
%M LT,
The temporary
^
SWISSAIR February `page 11
office cancel
of
d
If your agents have any query
used at the
they should "check their IPR,
Helvetia
station manual, or ask
Genéve 90
SVH/BRNDM". The IATA code for
Exhibition
Berne main station is 'ZDJ'.
There is still time to come to the SEMINAR at CHIPPENHAM, 6th April.
Enquiries to Mrs W Lamble, 14 Brooklands, TOTNES TQ9 5AR. Te1.O8O3 86 60 4

GENoL.
■ -5.-3.91-10 01

88/oil

18184 ö

v
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NORTHERN GROUP
The Northern Group held its Annual
Competition in Leeds on 2nd February
and the results, as usual decided by
popular vote, were as follows:
Aero-Philately & Highsted Cup
Yr D Cairns with 'Swiss Mail on the
Atlantic Air Routes 1930-1950.
Philatelic and Moore Bowl
Mr P Vaughan with an entry on the
'Cross and Numeral issues'.
Thematic - Yr P Vaughan with
'Private Railway Cancellations'.
Postal History - Mr P Vaughan with
a display of 'Railway Travelling
Post Offices'.
Mr D Hope with
Postal Stationery
'PTT Postcards from 1949'.

J. S. ARMSTRONG
POSTAGE STAMP DEALER

Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.

;

DON'T FORGET THE AGM is on 6th Apri

485 MARINE ROAD,
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF
Phone(0524)414055

R A H
ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1990/91
EUROPA CATALOGUES 1990/91
NEW arrangement in the succession of countries for

Western Europe and NEW dates for publication
Edition September 1990 - Western Europe Vol 1 A-I
(Italy) with supplement of new editions and price
modifications for volume 2 and Eastern Europe
Price SFr.49- plus postage for Europe of SFr.11
Western Europe Vol 2 with supplements to Vol 1
and Eastern Europe will be published spring 1991
Eastern Europe will be published autumn 1991

zumstein
etropa

-

I

j

Band I (A41

1991

Switzerland/Liechtenstein 1991 (Edition August 1990
in colour, german/french, again with price tendencies.
paper-bound
SFr.13.50 postage for Europe SFr.10.50
SFr.15.00
spiral-bound
zuffebein
Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our
Agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford
ed wMeiz
iedibensbein
Street, Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU
1991
For direct orders to Zumstein please use our postal
account (Giro): Bern 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you.
Zumstein + Cie, propr. Hertsch + Co.
PO Box CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland
Tel: 031 22 22 15, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH
Telefax: 031 21 23 26
)

zumstein
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Our member
Geoff Hubbard
came across a
quantity of
the Special
Flight cards
shown here
recently.
All the cards
were the same,
the 35c pilot
stamped cards
all had the
Vignette and
the 25c + 5c
stamped cards
were withot.t
Vignette.
Can anyone
suggest a reason
and, perhaps,
provide an
explanation for
publication in
the Newsletter?
All information
to the Editor
please.
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MR A J HARDING - It is with deep regret that we learned of the death
at the end of November 1990 of Mr A J Harding a founder member from
the very early days of the Society. He was a very quiet man but was
eventually persuaded in 1951 to take over the post of Hon. Treasurer,
which task he held with distinction until November 1976 - 25 yearswhen he retired from the Swiss National Tourist Office. With his wife
he then moved to a delightful thatched cottage with a very large garden
near Diss in Norfolk, but after some years moved again to Sudbury in
Suffolk. Unfortunately some time later he lost his wife, but stayed in
Sudbury. We who knew him will not forget. E J Rawnsley
ROY CHRISTI:N - Helvetia suffered a great loss with the recent death
of Roy Christian from Lincoln. Roy had been a member since 1954 and
had, over the years, contributed many articles on Swiss Railways, TPOs
and station cancellations to the Newsletter. As one who has known and
corresponded with Roy for many years and had the pleasure of seeing
several of his displays I can only marvel at his knowledge and the
enthusiasm which enabled him to build up such a vast collection of
railway material. R A Hoyle
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS
Sussex Group - April 27th meeting is Letter 'D' for all members; also
topics for future meetings. Everyone welcome at the
meetings in the Lounge, All Saints' Church, Patcham
at 3 p.m. Enquiries to Mr J Harben, Tel: 0273 55 29 53
London Group - May 8th - Odds and Ends, queries and bits and pieces
for all members.
If anyone has any ideas for subjects for the 1991-2 London programme
then please contact R S Johnson, 36 Burnham Way, London W13 OYA.
,

F Pickard

LIBRARY ADDITIONS made during 1990
Title.

Author

,.

Date. Ems

Eng:
1991
Amateur Collector Catalogue. Same
1990 Eng:
Fiscal Stamps, vol 3 Proofs. G.Kelly.
1989/90 Ger:
S.V.P.
K.Cancel Supplement No. 4
1990 Ger:
P.T.T.
Ortsverzeichnis.
1990 G/F/E/I
P.Guinard
Replacement Cancels.
Die Posstaxen der Scheiz
Kommission fur
ab 1862. Band I Inland.
Jugendphilatelie.
1990 Ger/Fr

Books/ Booklets.
100 Jahre Feldpost in der Schweiz
1989 Ger
A.Wyss.
1889-1989.
Timbres Fiscaux, Cantonaux de Vaud.
Gainon & Hurlimann . 1989. Fr
Small Publications.
Flash magazine. (F.I.P.) Information
No's 29.31,32,33.

1989/90 G/F/E/I

Weight.
300gr.
200gr.
120gr.
40gr.
1.1Kg.

150gr

150gr
50g.
30g each
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• Space
Europe in

The European Conference of Postal and
Telecommunications Administrations (CEPT)
asked its members to devote their 1991 Europa
issues to the theme of Europe in Space. The two Swiss stamps were designed by the
brothers Eugen and Max Lenz, Zurich, and feature two projects with which Switzerland
is prominently associated. - The setting up of the European Space Agency (ESA)
in 1975 was a milestone in the history of European integration. From its two smaller
predecessors ESA inherited a whole range of projects for scientific, weather and
telecommunications satellites as well as responsibility for the development of the reusable
manned SPACELAB and the ARIANE satellite launcher. Its other tasks include
formulating long-term European space policy, coordination and Europeanization of
national space programmes and drawing up a unified industrial policy. Today ESA, with an
annual budget of more than 3 billion Swiss francs financed by thirteen member-states,
is the largest international research and development organization in the world.
ESAs administrative headquarters are in Paris. The European Space Technology Centre
( ESTEC1 is located at Noordwijk (Netherlands), and Darmstadt (Germany) is the home of
the European Space Operations Centre (ESOC) which is linked to a global tracking and
control network. The launch site for ARIANE rockets is in Kourou (French Guiana).
Switzerland is a founder-member of ESA. Knowing that a highly industrialized small
country cannot afford to stay on the sidelines of major scientific and technological progress,
it has actively supported all efforts at formulating and implementing a coherent European

space policy as a counterweight to that of the two superpowers.
Switzerland's benefits from ESA membership are:
- multilateral collaboration with firms and
- active involvement in the formulation of
institutes in Europe and overseas
European space policy
- jobs for Swiss men and women in the ESA
- top-level scientific and industrial particiadministration and its technical centres.
pation in ESA space projects
Switzerland contributes about 80 million francs to the ESA budget. Besides helping to
fund the ESA scientific programme, this also finances the country's participation in
other projects in the fields of Earth observation and telecommunications. Switzerland
is also involved in the development of the new ARIANE 5 European launcher and the
HERMES space plane.
50 c: ARIANE payload fairing The two-part fairing is installed around the satellites
carried by the launcher to protect both the rocket and the payload from frictional heat
during the flight through the earth's atmosphere. In a typical launch the fairing halves
are jettisoned at a velocity of more than 12000 km/h (7400 mph) and an altitude of
about 120 km (75 miles), well before the firing of the third stage. A successful launch
depends not least on the fairing being precisely jettisoned without touching the launcher
or the satellites. The stamp shows the separation of the fairing halves. Some 40 successful ARIANE launches have taken place so far.
90 c: GIOTTO space probe This sophisticated space vehicle was the product of
advanced European science and technology. The GIOTTO mission to investigate
Halley's Comet was a triumph of worldwide scientific cooperation on an unprecendented
scale. It became a new symbol of European achievement under the aegis of the European
Space Agency. - The stamp shows the approximate orbit of Halley's Comet round the sun
in a 76-year period, and the trajectory of the GIOTTO probe. The encounter was scheduled
for 14 March 1986 at a distance of 146 million km (91 million miles) from Earth. The flyby
took place right on time at a relative speed of 68 km (42 miles) per second just 600 km
(372 miles) from the comet. The 750 kg (1650 lb) GIOTTO probe, its parabolic antenna
pointed permanently towards Earth, is shown in the top right-hand corner of the stamp.
The eleven on-board scientific experiments included the camera which sent back the sensational close-ups of the comet nucleus, and two mass spectrometers developed largely by or
under the direction of the Physical Institute of the University of Berne.
The 700 Years of Art and Culture series
closes with four stamps devoted to contemporary art, each by a different artist.
They are not reproductions of paintings but were specially designed for this series. - Ninety
percent of the proceeds from the premium on these stamps will go to the 1991 National Day
Collection, to be used by non-profit institutions concerned with the preservation of
Swiss cultural life and heritage and filling gaps in Switzerland's social-security network. The
remaining 10 percent is earmarked for special cultural or social projects on a national scale.
50+20 c Wolf Barth The design by Wolf Barth ("1926) shows a square standing on one of its
corners slightly askew in a square frame.
70+30 c Helmut Federle This design by Helmut Federle (*1944) can be read as a monogram consisting of fragments of the artist's initials H and F.
80+40 c Matthias Bosshart Created by Matthias Bosshart (*1950), this design conveys
a sense of organic vitality which defies any easy definition; the actual subject of the picture
is something inextricably convoluted and labyrinthine.
90+40 c Werner Otto Leuenberger This design by Werner Otto Leuenberger ("1932)
portrays man and beast face to face against a dark background in a celebration of light
and colour.

700 Years of Art and Culture —
contemporary art

Stamp booklet Pro Patria A stamp booklet has been prepared at the request of the Swiss
National Day Fund. It contains ten 50+20 c stamps. The stamp booklet can be obtained from the
Swiss National Day Fund, the Philatelic Bureaux of PTT, and through the trade.
NEW POSTCARD
A new 50c inland postcard taking account
of changes in lettermail addressing regulations
is being issued. It features an imprinted
stamp with a cat motif specially designed
by Celestino Piatti of Basle to match the
.Animals" series of definitives.
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ARIANE
GIOTTO
Sale
from 14.5.1991.
Willie stocks la_.
Post offices:
until 29. 2.1992

Philatelic salespoints:
until 31. 5.1992
Advance sale:
from 7 .5.1991
Validity:
unlimited
from 14.5.1991

Printing
Rotogravure;
Hélio Courvoisier SA,

La Chaux-de-Fonds
Size:
33,4 x28 mm
Cylinder
circumference:
2 sheets of 50 stamps
Paper:
white, fluorescent;
mat gummed
Designers
Eugen and Max Lenz,
Zurich

Sale
from 14.5.1991,
while stocks last
Post offices:
until 30. 9.1991
Philatelic salespoints:
until 31.12.1991
Advance sale:
from 7.5.1991
validity:
unlimited
from 14.5.1991
Printing
Rotogravure;

Hélio Courvoisier

SA,
La Chaux-de-Fonds
Size:
33,4 x 28 mm

Cylinder
circumference:
2 sheets of 50 stamps

Paper:
white, fluorescent:
mat gummed
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BARGAIN COLLECTIONS
We are offering a further lot of bargain collections, lots, etc. - last time we were
almost sold out and could have sold some many times over. Whenever possible please
state alternative to first choice. We know it is a question of confidence in us that
you will buy such a collection unseen - however, we promise you will not be disappointed
Every item offered is REALLY cheap and even if it contains duplicates of stamps you
already have the price is so low that this does not matter. The following list is
numbered (please order by number). If there are asterisks against the price overseas
postage has to be charged extra (either airmail or seamail despatch, depending on
Each asteriskequals $5.00.
weight/value ratio of the lot).
(1) Accumulation of stamps on and off paper. Ideal for postmark
collector. Hours of fun!

$ 18.00*

(2) 1970 PTT Presentation Book with Pro Patria Block of Four sets
mint and used (first day). Offered at only face value!!

$ 19.00*

(3) 1967 PTT Presentation Book with Pro Patria Block of Four sets
mint and used (first day). Offered at face value!!
(5) Mint Collection 1956-1983 of Offices: BIT, OMS, UNO, OMM, UPU
& UIT (Cat. $55.40).
7) Bargain over 120 items, with day of the stamp, FDC's, Commem .
and special cancels noted.

.

$ 19.00*
$ 30.00*

(

(9) Modern INTERNATIONAL OFFICES including the scarce obsolete
values. Mint (except for 2 stamps), small but attractive lot
Catalogue value $83.00.

$ 36.00**

,
$ . 40.00**

(14) HOTEL POSTS a well written-up collection of 42 stamps & 7 forgeries,
including scarce items in fine condition but also some faulty.
Minimum catalogue $1280.00!
$ 200.00 *
(15) POSTAGE 1907-1962 extensive mint & used collection beautifully
mounted and written-up (with details of nos.printed, designers,
printers, etc.), some illustrations. The gaps would in most
cases be easy to fill.

$ 250.00*****
(16) 1914/18 MILITARY STAMPS fine collection of 210 stamps with many
scarce & rare, numbered according to the old Sulser. Opportunity
of acquiring an extensive collection at reasonable price.
$ 275.00** *

(17) A fine collection from 1885 onwards in very clean and above average
condition. Its value almost entirely in pre-1945 material, housed
in spring back Kabe album. Catalogue value well over $2100.00
$ 400.00****
(18) VERY EXTENSIVE COLLECTION 1850-1985 mint & used starting with a
good-looking OrtsPost (badly torn), 3 fair Rayons & 16 respectable
Strubels (including a nice Fr.l.- 27C). Good Helvetias & Numeral
section, lots of later material, some Airs and good Pro Juventutes
(with No.3 heavily hinged and 1916 set). Some Officials & Offices ,
a few Postage Dues. Considerable value in this lot and condition
(except on some high priced stamps) is very good. Must be remounted as too lightly mounted and untidy.
$ 425.00****

NON SWISS
(24) Collection of GUERNSEY, JERSEY, ALDERNEY & ISLE OF MAN 19691984 approx. Predominantly unmounted mint including blocks of
four. Top quality and very attractive. 1989 Zumstein Cat.
S.F.500.- + (approx. £200 or $400).

$ 100.00*

(25) Collections, mostly mint, of AUSTRIA, BELGIUM, FRANCE, WEST
GERMANY, LUXEMBOURG, SAAR & UNITED NATIONS (NEW YORK). Enormous
catalogue value. Some stuck, needs working on. Also accumulation
of mint pre-decimal G.B. in sheets & part sheets. If you
like playing with stamps this lot is fun!

$ 800.00********

H.L. KATCHER
The Amateur Collector Ltd.
P.O. Box No 242, LONDON N2 OYZ, England
Phone: 081-348 0296 Fax: 081-347 8397

CLIENTS IN THE U.K.

To arrive at £ Sterling
Prices please deduct

38% DISCOUNT
W.A.T. incl.l
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SWISS P ER.FIN PUZZLE
3
0
n 0
S O
6

2
0

1
0

About ten years or more ago while looking at the B 61 (old
No. B 49) perfins that I'd accumulated I noticed that there were
missing pins in various places in the letter B. I decided to try
and get as many of these perfins as possible and to see if there
was any pattern to these missing pins. Over the years more than
40 of them came my way and I set about the task of trying to make
some sense of what there was. Firstly they were sorted for those
with readable cancellations, (those without were put aside) and
it was found that six groups emerged as follows:-

0 15

0 17

0

16
0 0 14

7 0
E. 0
0

by D. Houtris

0 1-+

0 0 0
10 11 12

A.

With pins complete dated between Feb 1886 and Aug 1893

B.

With pin 15 missing dated Apr 1891

C.

With pins 1 and 15 missing dated between April and July 1891

D.

With pins 1 and 7 missing dated between Sept 1891 and Mar 1892

E.

With pin 3 missing dated between Aug 1894 and Tune 1897

F.

With pins 3 and 17 missing dated between Mar 1898 and Dec 1901

A

B

C

A. Stamps with complete pins
60B 7. II. 88
61B 5. II. 86
66A . II. 88 Ambulant
66A 21. I. 9i
67A 23. I. 87 Ambulant
67A 7. X.90
67A . 10. XI. 90
70A 6. I. 90
66C 14. III. 92
66C 25. III. 93

67C 29. IV. 93
67D
. VIII. 93
70D
. IX, 92

B. Stamps missing pin 15
60A 4. IV. 91
C. Stamps with pins 1 and 15 missing
60A
. IV. 91
66A 19. V. 91
66A 11. VII. 91

D

E

F

D. Stamps missing pins 1 and 7
66A 24. IX. 91
66C 23. XII. 91
67C 1. III. 92
67C 15. III. 92
E. Stamps missing pin 3
66D 13. IX. 95
66D
. VI. 95
66D
. VI. 97
70D
. VIII. 94

F. Stamps missing pins 3 and 17
61B 4. XI. 01
65B 7, XII. 01

66D 27. VII. 00
67D 31. III. 98
66E 17. V. 01
66E 23. I. 01
74E 11. V. 01 Ambulant
74E 3. VIII. 01
79B 19. X. 00

The Hurlimann/Ganz catalogue identifies this B/W perfin as Bank in Winterthur,
Winterthur. B 61%mm high and W 51mm high, with a total of 28 holes. From the above
observations it appears that more than one perforating machine may have been used,
as dates of use of the different groups overlap.
If any member can throw any more light on the subject, or has a different
combination of missing pins please let me know via the editor.
Catalogue numbers used are from the Amateur Collectors Catalogue of Switzerland.
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London meeting of 27th February 1991 - The Chairman, Mr F Pickard, gave
apologies for absence from Mrs C M Scholey and Messrs G Hubbard, R S
Johnson and L E Stiles. Our speaker was Herr Adriano Gervasi, recently
retired as Head of the Postal Directorate of the PTT in Bern. who
presented three of the FTT publicity videos.
'The Penny Black and the Matterhorn''covered the issue of the Penny
Black and on to the first stamps of Switzerland, then concentrated on
all the processes and phases of the printing and production of stamps.
The supporting films were on the ~Art of Communication; ancrService.
Herr Gervasi told us something of his career in the PTT, coping with
the special requirements of working in the TPO service, with the need
to know all the places on the route in all their language variations;
the new postal rates and Priority labels, postal relations with the
Vatican and Italy, among other things.
Herr Gervasi kindly presented to the Society a copy of the French
version of Arthur Wyss's book 'La Poste en Suisse' (which I can recommend) and members present received a selection of stamps and other
PTT material. A comprehensive vote of thanks was given, with special
reference to the journey our speaker had made to be with us. M 0 B
Northern Group meeting of 2nd March in Leeds - Six members provided
displays covering many aspects of Swiss philately during the first
half of this century: Mr Eastwood showed stamps from the Tell and
Tell Boy period; Mr Hoyle showed the 1924 UPU and 1924 Shield with
Emblem issues; Mr Cairns produced many items of postal stationery
including 1900 UPU, private stationery, Bundesfeir Cards, 1914
National Exhibition and 1947 Railway Centenary; Mr Hope showed items
relating to the Second World War including soldier stamps and cancellations, the Red Cross, and the Peace issue; Mrs Davis produced a
wide range of stamps, covers and cancellations of the Tell and Tell
Boy issues; Mr Proctor produced some interesting items and 'bargains'
R A H
he had obtained recently.
London meeting of 13th March 1991 - In the absence of Mr F Pickard the
Chair was taken by Mr G Hubbard. Apologies for absence were also
received from Mrs C M Scholey. Mrs Bidmead began by explaining how she
had become interested in the cancellations known variously as 'Cachets
en lame de rasoir', cachets 'avec bande-â-date chancre aux extrémités'
'fluted bridges', razor blades, and Gillettes. Background information'
from articles in different magazines from 1978 was available for members
as well as the relevant section, Group 172, of the revised Emmenegger.
Then followed the working collection of some 90 cancellations on cards
and covers comprehensively annotated. Seventeen members had sent in
details of their cancellations and others brought more to the meeting,
which were discussed animatedly by the members. Mrs Bidmead said that
these examples and other printed information would be analysed for a
full report to be printed in a future issue of the Newsletter.
Mr Balmforth,in proposing a vote of thanks, commented on another
cancellation which had been noted and asked if anything was known of it.
Was this type solely relevant to Ste. Croix, or was it used in other
M 0 B
places? Any information to Mrs Bidmead or the Editor, please.

S tF CROIX

Les Rasses, down
the road from
Ste. Croix, seems
to have had a
gender problem'

April 1991
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Did you know?

by M Rutherfoord

-that the 1200 Genve Office Temporaire cancellation shown last month
was actually used in the annexe of 1218 Le Grand-Saconnex PO in the
Palexpo building, site of the Genève 90 Expo. This annexeis used only
during the larger exhibitions and the PTT does not announce this in
advance, except when an explanatory cachet is to be used. The SVP catalogue number is OT5 as it does not have a "K" number.
-that another cancel shown on page 23 last month, 1200 Genève, Salon
de l'auto, was also used in this same annexe PO in the Palexpo building,
so OT5 was not used during this show, although again 1200 is incorrect.
-that the Schwarzenbach auction of 1/2 March was a great success, 1425
1953
lotswenfr17abovethsringpce.Thsationwhe
PJshetlwimsngredofu theigblswhcent
for 35 000 SFr. (f,18 000) +18%! A block of four with missing red was
unsold at SFr.7000.- at a recent R lli auction.
-that in the February issue of the SBZ Dr A Guggisberg, the Editor,
writes on the appearance at auction of numbers of imperforate Swiss
stamps from the period 1934 to 1963 as the source is, shall we say, not
clear. The PTT states that some could have been special presentations,
but the rest . . ., so the feeling is that jury members should not
consider them rarieties, even though very expensive.
-that I would go a step further, from discussions with leading collectors,
that it is likely that juries will give minus points to all imperforate
and missing colour stamps, unless normally used with machine cancel.
-that as part of the 800 years festivities in Bern the PTT Museum will
show until 2nd June "Die Republik Bern 1600-1850" by Paul Heiniger,
surely one of the most important philatelic events this year.
-that during the function in Bern for the release of the new stamps on
22nd February, in particular the 700 and 800 years issues, Adolf Ogi
the Federal Councillor, and head of the Railway and Posts Department,
announced the new PTT policy in that only really important anniversaries will have a stamp issued, with no mysterious sets of initials,
and more graphically attractive sets. We will see in 2 or 3 years time.
It was he, who as an MP, pushed the Sport stamps through against the
resistance of the PTT.
-that in the latest SBZ our member M. J-C Marchand asks about regular
use of the cancellation "•Bern with date bridge and cross below", has
anyone seen this not on a PJ fore-runner? The date shown is 24 XII 12 1-.
The canceller did exist according to PTT records, but why "1-" is my
question, "-1" would be correct. As these PJ fore-runners were not
stamps it was not illegal for them to be cancelled with a back-dated
canceller which, by the way, turned a cheap mint into a mint of money
when cancelled. Often this can be easily detected as the canceller type
was not in use in 1912 (called a 'premature birth'). The problem is
how much information should be given in a cancel catalogue without
helping the forgers to avoid such obvious mistakes.
. 4.W
How many members
PHILIPS
s,
spotted the world'
.
,
6Meti
HUNDRED
first flag cancelK Ea^
YEARS
on their Newsletter
..^
^
AHEAD
last month?
Sharp-eyed member Bill Aird of Epsom wonders if Philips are 100 years
ahead, or 330 years behind: He notes that 6 March 1661 saves us getting
Small Pnx or being in the Fire of London:

r

t

^

--
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1.•S. ARMSTRONG
POSTAGE STAMP DEALER
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Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.
485 MARINE ROAD,
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF

Phone (0524) 414055

ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1990/91
EUROPA CATALOGUES 1990/91

NEW arrangement in the succession of countries for
Western Europe and NEW dates for publication
Edition September 1990 - Western Europe Vol 1 A-I
(Italy) with supplement of new editions and price
modifications for volume 2 and Eastern Europe
Price SFr.49- plus postage for Europe of SFr.11 'vestern Europe Vol 2 with supplements to Vol 1
and Eastern Europe will be published spring 199 1
Eastern Europe will be published autumn 1991
Switzerland/Liechtenstein 1991 (Edition August 1990

zumstein
europa
Sand

(A-1)

:

19 91

)

in colour, german/french, again with price tendencies:
paper-bound
SFr.13.50 postage for Europe SFr.10.50
SFr.15.00
spiral-bound
Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our
Agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford
iechbensbein
Street, Strand, LONDON VIC2E 9EU
1991
For direct orders to Zumstein please use our postal
account (Giro): Bern 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you.
Zumstein + Cie, propr. Bertsch + Co.
PO Box CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland
Tel: 031 22 22 15, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH
Telefax: 031 21 23 26
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45th year

POSTMEN IN GREY-GREEN - The Fieldpost serves the vital mission of
maintaining the bonds between civil and military life.
(First published in PERISCOPIO, a magazine devoted to information
for recruits to Swiss military life. Translated by R S Johnson.)
At night the low clouds
and fog seem to be hanging
on the rocks which frame
the outline of the small
valley. On the alps near
the sheep folds the sections
return from the shooting
areas after a day spent in
the mud and snow. The low
murmurs of the motors of
a Haflinger announce the
arrival of the kitchen and
they rejoice at the prospect
of a hot meal after having
spent a day in the open
air of the mountains. In
fact the vehicle lurching
in the grassy broken ground
stops near the sheep folds.
It has not only carried the
much awaited pressure pots but also the large grey bag of the postal
orderly. At once the distribution is made and the recipients get a
letter from a fiancée, a packet containing smoked salami, chocolate
and other titbits, not forgetting newspapers and postal orders which
help with finances while waiting for wages. At nightfall, which falls
over the billets with odours of cattle and sheep still in evidence the animals were there up to a short time ago - the field post has done
its job; facilitating the bonds of the serving soldiers with their
families and civil life, thus contributing to keeping the morale of
the troops high.
The unit's postal orderly is the visible link in the chain between
HELV PHIL SOC NEWSL 45th year INo.5 f pp 33 40 OLondon May 1991
-
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the troops and the civilians. On a quick calculation the orderlies of
these units of the field post form a small army of about 3500 'postmen
in grey-green', whose important job it is to guarantee to all troops a
quick and secure service, comprising a daily delivery and established
on the same basis as that of the civil post. And this began in 1889
when the federal council decided to create the field post service.
The Field Post's mission - The services of the field post are manifold
and, with a few rare exceptions, are similar to those of the civil post.
In the first place the field post ensures service to the more inaccessible places. This means it concerns itself with mail destined for the
troops and that which they send. This mail comprises letters, cards,
printed matter with address, papers, periodicals, payments, postal
payments and allowances (themes). Its other jobs are the distribution
of telegrams and transmission of urgent telephone communications. Also
a soldier who returns to service after leave, without knowing the location of his unit, can count on the help of the field post which would
indicate the shortest way to rejoin. In case of war, the field post
organises the postal service for internees and POWs who find themselves
in military camps. It helps the civil post if it is not able to assume
its duties in the proper manner.
The Organisation of the Field Post - At the head of this organisation
is the Director, with the rank of Colonel, who is in charge of the service. For this purpose superior officials are incorporated in the div=
isions of the armed forces, among the aviation troops and the DCA, the
territorial zones and the support troops. The organisation of the service is found in 28 field posts divided over the territory of the Confederation. The strength of these units is in relation to the importance
of the troops attributed to support, the number of delivery posts, as
directed by the places on the ground and to the size of the support zone
of the postal centre. According to the type of the field post the
strength varies between 41 and 153 men.
In the battalions/groups, the postal service is handled by noncommisioned officers of the field post, who represent a total of 1000
incorporated specialists. In the 35 drillgrounds these NCOs are in service all the year. These officers are recruited from the NCOs of the
field post and are subjected to the status of functionaries. The major
part of the soldiers incorporated into the field post are already
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postal officers in civilian life, with the exception of the quartermasters, those in charge of the kitchens, and the motor drivers. The
field post consists of about 3500 officials (in general postal officials)
NCOs and soldiers. To this strength must be added about 160 women of
the women's military service who discharge their service in the field
post. (See the picture at the bottom of the previous page.)
Close collaboration with the civil post - The 28 field posts are based
on civil postal centres. Such a post is composed of a headquarters
group, one or more drill detachments and one or more field post detachments. The principal points of support of the field post are the ten
forwarding offices scattered in the more important civil postal centres
in the country. Each despatch is sent on to a postal office and
addressed to a soldier in the field and directed to one of these forwarding offices, from which it is then transmitted to the destination
after consulting the despatching instructions. When a field post
serves a troop (it could also be the postal official of a drill ground,
or a civil postal official), each day it takes the post to the civil
postal supply office, sorts it, transports it to the support place
and delivers it to the NCO of the field post of the battalions and
the detachments. The troop postman - for the most part a sergeant transmits the post to the unit postal orderlies, who are responsible
for the distribution to the soldiers.
Details - One of the rights of the military is free postage. Another
important matter concerns maintenance of security. The postal legislation which regulates the secrecy in the postal, telephone and telegraph fields in the civil area is applicable without restrictions in
the field post.
Besides, in order not to divulge the stationing and posting of the
unit, the addresses of the postal items to soldiers in service must
not bear any indication of locality, except when the service takes
place in a barracks. The rank, forename, name and designation of the
group or unit where he is serving is sufficient to guarantee delivery
of the letter or parcel. Obviously a well-organised field post has a
positive influence on the troops' morale. This is why during the
service the postal traffic must not be obstructed or interrupted.
Free Postage - During service all military personnel have the advantage of free postage for unregistered matter up to 2.5 kg which is
despatched and received as personal matter. Outside service the free
postage applies solely to unregistered matter up to 2.5 kg which the
military personnel despatch for the sole use of the service (for
example, advices of change of address). On the item must appear rank,
forename, name, unit, address of sender and destination, and also
the inscription 'military affairs'.
NEW MEMBERS - The Society is pleased to welcome the following:
Mrs A C Adams of Taunton

Mr W I Roberts of Glasgow

Mr R J Akers of Pinner

Mr M D R O'Hanlon of North Berwick

Mrs J P Osborne of Linlithgow

Mr E S Binns of Hotchin

Mr W D Lance of Lincoln
WANTED - SWISS SOLDIER STAMPS ON COVER - BICYCLE DIVISION:
Offers to Allen Payne, 3 Mayfield Close, Nyetimber, BOGNOR RESIS,
Sussex P021 'WU

HELVETIA NEWSLETTER

Page 36

A,414),11-4

Q

YnattLI.Y

DIRECTORS: it L. KATCHER, M.nagIn .

May 1991

once-tor

B. E. KATCHER, Y. J. KATCHER.

The Swiss Specialists
Telephone: 081348 0296
Fax: 081.347 8397

oCtd

Members: P. T. S.,

P.O. BOX 242
LONDON, N2OY2
ENGLAND

PLEASE NOTE: Extra 2z/ VAT will
not be charged on purchases unti
further notice.
It's a small gesture, but every
little helps!
ZUMSTEIN SPECIALISED CATALOGUE:
Eagerly long-expected and on the way
at last! No publication date (or
price) has been notified but we hope
it will be this summer. We would
like to know how many copies to
cater for. If :you register your
order before June 15th we shall
allow £1 discount on the regular price

SPECIAL OFFER:(applies till June 15
only). 15% Discount on all RAYONS
priced up to £100 per copy. Fine
approvals available.
Our Great Strength Is
The Ability To Supply
Items Other Dealers Cannot
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DAVID ARTHUR The recent death of David Arthur from Harrogate was a
great loss to the Northern Group. A member of Helvetia since 1975 he
had contributed several articles to the Newsletter and given many Swiss
displays to Yorkshire philatelic societies, as well as being a past
President of the Yorkshire Philatelic Association.
R A H
The CHRIS RAUCH AWARD for 1990 went to David Arthur for his series of
articles 'Armchair Traveller'. As a tribute to him No. 6 is given here.
.,

Armchair

Traveller 6 The Bernese Oberland Part _j

by P. F.Artbur

Like Lucerne, the Bernese Oberland, and in particular, the
Jungfrau region, has been the introduction to Switzerland for many a
British. tour'ist... The mountains are the main attraction and several
of them have appeared on stamps. The Jungfrau on ZISI, 1 79, 387, 631
and AM27: the Wetterhorn on 2686 and, with its neighbour. th e
Wellhorn, on PJ58. The highest peak in the Oberland, the
) F. f }^ ,1
iCa t} i^ triangulation point
'h^:_,r'Ii , _1 44
T'inster'ac,i
1is ^^r; ^4 ^F and
at its peak is on Z308.
The most popular resort is Interlaken,•on the flat Bodeli plain
Brienz and Thun. It has never featured on a
.._
between
the two lakes
l a _- s t -;l.fBrienz
stamp, the n ea r est r ä f eren ,ce is the commemoration of the Unspunnen
Games on 5322 and the Unspunnen Stone, used in the games, on Z655.
Thestone is trundled through Interlaken on a trolley- on national
Fete Day(Aug 1st). The Unspunnen Castle ruins are a short walk from
the centre of Interlaken past the ,Rugenbrau Brewery, towards
W i Iderswis .
The rightly famous Staubbach Falls in the Lauterbrunnen valley
-speared on the Small Landscape series, Z194 & 201. but that is that
as far as stamps are concerned, for the Jungfrau Region and
Interlaken. Nearby Spiez castle on lake Thun is on PP183 and the
Ballenber` Open-air Museum near Brienz is on 2649.

PJ58

2649

1.1.1

2201

2655

40
zo

^

J=^

PRO PATRIA 1979

•

PP183

2322

As for walks, well, where to go -first? My own favouritè is from
Grutschalp, at the top of the funicular from Lauterbrunnen, to
Murren, with an extension by taking the funicular to Allmendhubel
and walking back into Murren via the Blumental. This rates two stars
in Baedeker, but don't bother to walk back to Grutschalp, the view
-mss
is not nearly so good in that direction.
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Two other walks start from the top of the Grindelwald-First
chair-lift. To the north a well-worn path leads to the beautiful
little lake the Bachalpsee and if you are energetic, carry on over
the Faulhorn to Schynige Platte and ride down to Wilderswil behind a
1914 electric loco! The other, to the south, goes round to the Gross
Scheidegg pass, with stunning views of all the Oberland peaks,
including the Fischerwand, which tends to be invisible from many
places, lurking behind the Jungfrau. From the Gross Scheidegg you
can take a bus back to Grindelwald or better take a bus down a very
exciting road to Scwharzwaldalp and thence via Rosenlaui to
Meiringen. But if you want the pleasure of a ride on the First
chair-lift you must hurry, it is going to be converted to a
gondelbahn (ugh!).
When in Interlaken do not miss tea and cakes at the Schuh (see
Armchair Traveller 5) and/or (preferably and) at Cafe Runft,
opposite the West railway station, on the corner by Migros. It
does"nt look much from outside, but you should try their
apfelstrudel with warm vanilla sauce - custard to you!
To be continued.
(Sadly not. Ed.)
Update to Armchair Traveller Z - Zurich
When we looked for the clock in the Bahnhofstrasse in September last
year, we could"nt find it. Either it has gone or we looked in the
wrong place!
THE ONE-DAY SEMINAR AT CHIPPENHAM
We arrived a little early, anxious not to be late and
were met with a smile and a welcome by Wendy Lamble, the organiser.
Without doubt this Rotary hall is the best Hall we have ever seen
and it is more like a small Hotel Banquetting Suite, but entirely
self contained, which is rather nice*.
The meeting was opened by Barry Hampton, who' advised us
all that Mrs Rawnsley had had a fall and was in hospital, but she
had generously asked for her material to be shown. It was well
presented by Alan Payne, bearing in mind he had not time to go
through it beforehand, wonderfully informative, concise and
simplified quite brilliantly. It is the hope of the meeting
that Mrs Rawnsley will allow her work to be photo copied and
made up into a book so that all the members can take advantage
of the phenomenal amount of painstaking work that went into this
presentation. Mr Pickard then displayed stamps and covers from
1930-40, showing how during these years tremendous advances
were made in both design and printing technology, moving away
from the Numbers, William Tell and Tell Boy image that had
preceeded for so many years.
After lunch Mrs Lee presented her work on the Rayon,
Stamps. Despite the fact that these were produced for only a
couple of years the complexity of the different prints were
wonderfully explained and most of the varieties shown including
"first day cover" and a unique block of six. The presentation
was quite superb, both as a work of art and in it's content. One
could compare this day to a personal showing of pictures at the
National Gallery and then be allowed to pick up and touch the
paintwork! Just six members produced a few sheets of their work
and a number of queries were answered. We then had tea and the
meeting was closed.
Best wishes for a speedy recovery were sent to Mrs
Rawnsley and Mr Pickard announced that Mrs Lee had been elected
to Roll of Distinguished Philatelists,both a great honour for
her and for our Society.
We are looking forward to next year now!
DEREK AND RUTH DAWSON

May 1 991

HELVETIA NEWSLETTER

Page 39

DID YOU KNOW?

by M Rutherfoord
- that work on the controversial Vereina tunnel has just begun, so
that in a few years the RhB will be able to take motor cars from
Kiosters into the Lower Engadine through the 19 km tunnel. No special
postmarks, yet.
- that the RhB has made a narrow gauge extension from Malans to Sargans
to tap off direct from the international trains, so that, combined with
the new tunnel, you can be in St. Moritz about 2 hours quicker.
- that there is growing opposition to the A/B post in parliament and
in the press. The number of very slow B letters is curious, but, of
course, nobody complains when B letters arrive the next day.
- that after the FD do in Bern (see DYK for March) Federal Councillor
Ogi was reminded of the different values of the Swiss and US combined
issues, for the same service. Anyway the PTT seem to accept the US
stamp for letters to the US without a murmur, as in fact the USPO
accept the Swiss stamp, but that is not good business for the US
letter writer:
- that according to the NZZ for the 5th April the USPO also issued a
combined FDC as did the PTT, but the US cover had the Swiss stamp
cancelled with the PTT FD cancel having a diameter of only 28.5 mm
instead of the 32 mm of the Bernese cancels. The only explanation so
far is that the high altitude of the Swissair plane, with the below
zero temperature in the hold, shrunk the plastic cancel: Any ideas?
- that another Swiss stamp has come out with a reversed picture:
According to the BBZ for March the 80c 800 years Bern has the foreground
reversed for that view of the Bernese Alps, i.e. the Parliament dome
(see the Fr1.60 stamp) should be to the right of the Cathedral.
Artist's licence again. Naturally this stamp has caused a fanfare of
criticism, but not because of the reversal - "not as pretty as in 1941".
- that the new 50c postcard is "laid out according to the new rules
for addressing mail", so says the official text. At the local PO I
got a copy_:of booklet No. 202.17dt of 1.91 "Briefpost Inland". This
confirmed my suspicion, the underlining of the place name is no longer
allowed, bee new postcard. But why: "to make machine reading easier"
they say, and this is correct as the OCR electronic eye gets confused
by the underlining when it reads the address.
- that something else caught my attention; for an extra franc a registered letter will be presented a second time if nobody is at home the
first time, so SFr.4.- for registered letters can now be looked for
(inland only).
- that Switzerland is not well-known for humour on its cancellations,
but there is one for the Swiss Hang-gliding Championship, see below.
3000 BERN
Giomo démissione
Jour d'émission
Ausgabetag n
14.5.91

i
Before the grass gets too long get your booklets
ready to send to the Exchange Packet Secretary.
He urgently needs booklets in June and July if
You are to receive packets next season:
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studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.
485 MARINE ROAD.
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF
Phone (0524) 414055
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ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1990/91
EUROPA CATALOGUES 1990/91
NEW arrangement in the succession of countries for
Western Europe and NEW dates for publication
Edition September 1990 - Western Europe Vol 1 A-I
(Italy) with supplement of new editions and price
modifications for volume 2 and Eastern Europe
Price SFr.49- plus postage for Europe of SFr.11Western Europe Vol 2 with supplements to Vol 1
and Eastern Europe will be published spring 1991
Eastern Europe will be published autumn 1991

zumsbein
europa
Bondi (A-1)

1991

Switzerland/Liechtenstein 1991 (Edition August 1990)
in colour, german/french, again with price tendencies:
paper-bound
SFr.13.50 postage for Europe SFr.10.50
SFr.15.00
spiral-bound
zumsbein
Please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our
Agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford
sehvveiz
lechtensbein
Street, Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU
1991
For direct orders to Zumstein please use our postal
account (Giro): Bern 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you.
Zumstein + Cie, propr. Hertsch + Co.
PO Box CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland
Tel: 031 22 22 15, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH
Telefax: 031 21 23 26

zumstein

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
Printed by RP neprogre,hics Chichester Ltd., Chichester, GP

UDC 656.835(494)
HELV ETIA
ISSN 0951-0001
PHILATELIC ID SOCIETY
NEWS
LETTER
Founder: E. H. SPIRO

Hon. President: Mrs A Lee FRPS L
Hon. Secretary
Hon. Treasurer
Hon. Pkt Secretary
Mr D M Slate
Mr M J Kuriger
'Quarries'
149 Ware Road
HERTFORD
Stone Quarry Road
Herts SG13 7EG
Chelwood Gate
Tel
HAYWARDS HEATH
W Sussex RH17 7LP
Tel
hon. Editor: Peter Hobbs, Six Tyning End, BATH BA2 6AN Tel:0225-31 09 71
Mr R A Hoyle
8 Rhodesia Ave
Stafford Road
HALIFAX HX3 OPB
Tel

No. 6

JUNE 1 9 9 1

SwissFest700

45th year

SWISS FAIR
BATTERSEA PARK
LONDON SW11

Swiss Community Events

A fair for all Swiss and
Friends of Switzerland in Britain
to celebrate the 700th Anniversary of the
foundation of the Swiss Confederation

Saturday 29 June, 11.00 am —11.00 pm
Swiss Fair, Battersea Park, London
This is the premier Swiss event of the year — a family day out for all
Swiss and friends. Welcome by Mr Franz Muheim, Swiss
Ambassador to Britain. Address by Federal Councillor Adolf Ogi,
member of the Swiss Government. Reply by lord Hund, KG, CBE,
DSO.
Swiss food and drink specialities, music from Switzerland, Bernese
Dogs, Alphorn playing, flag throwing, exhibitions by Swiss artists in
Britain, ceramics and crafts, Jass, family and children's sports.
A special Children's Corner with funfair rides and stalls, painting
and handicrafts, bouncing castle and a balloon competition.
Organised by the Federation of Swiss Societies in the United
Kingdom
Information: (071) 229 9166, Anne Pockley
Thursday I August, 6.00 pm
Swiss Church, 79 Endell Street, London WC2
Swiss National Day
Information: (OH I) 340 9740
Saturday 3 August
Tatton Park, Knutsford, Cheshire
70(1 Years Switzerland Celebration in the North West
The fair will include children's events, fireworks and Swiss folklore
bands.
Information: (061) 926 8 IS I, Mr Bernard Simon

Saturday 28 September, 7.3(1 pm
Hopetoun House, South Queensfcrry, West Lothian
700th Anniversary celebration by the Scottish Swiss Clubs
Concert by the Oberengadiner Barockensemble in the presence of the
Swiss Ambassador. Buffet supper and folk music..
Information: (0383) 723540, Mrs I)itchburn

SATURDAY 29TH JUNE 1991
Gates open at 11.00am
Music, entertainment and dancing
until 11.00pm

Entertainment for all the family
Music • Arts • Crafts
Sporting Activities
Swiss Food and Drink
Until 14th July there is an exhibition "Switzerland 700" in the
British Library, Great Russell St.
London WC1 which includes displays
of Swiss stamps. Further information
may be obtained about events from
the Cultural Section of the Swiss
Embassy, 16-18 Montagu Place, W1,
or tel: 071-723-0701, ext 248 or 241
We are told that a warm welcome
will be extended to any members of
our Society who would like to
attend any of the events.
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100 JAHRE RHATISCHE BAHN
A Day on the Bernina Railway

by R A Hoyle

Before deciding where to
stay on our annual Swiss holiday
my wife and I (or should it be
just I?) always like to see if
there is any special event or
celebration which will be taking
place over my holiday fortnight.
As readers will know 1989 was
the 100th anniversary of the
Rhä,tische Bahn and from Saturday
May 20th to Sunday October 8th
eight events, each taking place
over a particular part of the
RhB network, were held to
commemorate this important event.
After looking at the various
events in the Jubilâumsprogramm
and seeing that the Bernina
weekend of July 15th and 16th
came within my holiday, I had little hesitation in deciding that
our 1969 holiday should be in Fontresina again, one of our favourite
resorts. The Bernina Line is, I think, if you do not include the
mountain railways like the Gornergrat and -Jungfrau etc, the finest
railway journey in Switzerland and you can imagine my delight
when my holiday (which is fixed) should coincide with this
important weekend.

JAHRE
ANNI
ONNS
1889-1989

Postcard for the
100th anniversary
of the RhB
1906 steam loco
G4/5 Nr 108
1921 electric
loco Ge 6/6
No 411
1984 electric
loco Ge4/ 4 No 626
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Special stamp and cancellations

The special stamp was
issued on March 7th 1989
as part of that year's first
publicity issue and shows
a Rhaetian Railway train
crossing one of the many
viaducts which are typical
of the region. Illustrated
are some of the attractive
cancellations produced
for the anniversary.

Special postcard
showing a train
crossing the
Landwasser Viaduct
near Filisur

,100
JAHRE
= ANN1
ONNS
1889. 1989
R< i+B71

?^
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Particularly attractive are the K cancellations for
Brusio, Filisur and Langwies which depict three of the most
spectacular of the many viaducts on the RhB network. Just south
of Brusio is the famous spiral viaduct which enabled the builders
of the Bernina Railway to attain the necessary altitude difference
without exceeding the maximum gradient. The famous Landwasser
Viaduct is depicted on the Filisur cancellation. The six arches
are each 20m wide and form the 130m bridge which crosses the
Landwasser at a height of 65m with the radius of the viaduct
being only 100m. The concrete Langwies Bridge was built for the
Chur-Arosa Railway in 1914. It is 287m long and crosses the Plessur
River near Langwies at a height of 62m above the water. The main
arch has a span of 100m.
The Bernina Railway
The Bernina Pass, like the Oberaip, has a railway over
its crest and is the highest main line in Switzerland and the only
railway to cross the Alps without tunnelling. It was opened between
1908 and 1910 and amalgamated with the RhB in 1943. The journey
impressivefromSt.MizTranos,imyponthes
mainl erailwyjourneyi thewole fSwitzerland.Thescnery
is unique in its contrasts. From green meadowlands the line ascends
to a barren region whose mountain slopes are snow-clad well into
the summer, whilst the descent into the Puschlav brings not only
greener views but also a distinctly southern atmosphere.
-
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The first Stop on the journey from St.Moritz to Tirano
is Pontresina, a superb centre for exploring the Engadine and
the Bernina Range. The train then proceeds to Morteratsch (from
where it is about 45 minutes walk to the glacier) and on leaving
the re-built station the train soon reaches the Montebello Curve
with its famous view of the Bernina Group and the Morteratsch
glacier. The most attractive valley above Morteratsch leads via
Bernina Suot (which I remember had its own post office on my
first visit some 30 years ago) to Bernina Diavolezza. Here one
can take the cable-car to Diavolezza and see one of the great
close-up views of the high Alps (Piz Pala, Bernina and Morteratsch)
and if you are energetic enough you can from here go with a guide
on the glacier tour across the Persgletscher a.na then down to the
tongue of the Morteratschgletscher. This was to follow later in
our holiday and was one of the most enjoyable and rewarding days
I have ever had and at Fr15 a bargain if ever there was one.
The train then continues to Bernina Lagalb from where
you can take the cable-car up the other side of the valley to the
Piz Lagalb which offers an equally superb if different view over
the Bernina Pass and its lakes and down the valley to Poschiavo.
The train soon reaches Lago Nero and Lago Bianco (the watershed
between the Black Sea and the Adriatic) with the famous view of
the Piz Cambrena and the Cambrenagletscher. We now arrive at the
station at Ospizio Bernina from which it is only a few minutes
walk to the lake near the summit of the pass.
Soon after leaving Ospizio Bernina the train reaches
Alp Gram. Here I would suggest that the visitor should always
stop for an hour or so for the station platform offers one of
superb viewing points you could wish for. The view
the most
of the Palugletscher and down the valley to Poschiavo and its
lake are nothing short of stunning and best seen in the morning
when the sun shines onto the glacier. We were disappointed to
find that the alpine garden just a few yards form the station,
which had always been such an attraction on my previous visits,
no longer existed, some railway workings having taken over.

A train of the
RhB near the
summit of the
Bernina Pass with
the famous view
across Lago
Bianco to the
Piz Cambrena and
the Cambrena
Glacier

To be
continued

Page 46

HELVETIA NEWSLETTER

June 1991

MEETING REPORTS - London 10th April 1991 - In opening the meeting the
Chairman, Mr F Pickard, presented apologies from Mrs E J Rawnsley,-Mrs
J Dawson, Mr A Payne and Mr J Harben. Only 13 members were present, so
it was very pleasant to see Mrs:J Shepheard making a rare visit and making
entries in the competitions. The Chairman was happy to announce that
our President, Mrs Alma Lee, has been elected to the Roll of Distinguished
Philatelists, and will actually sign the Roll at the BPF Congress at
Cardiff in September.
The entries for the competitions were disappointingly low, but interesting: . The Helvetia Cup - 1st V J Mitchell, Railway Stamps; 2nd F Pickard,
Small Landscapes; other entries were: 1900 UPU, Air..Mails, and PostageDues 1883-1908. Postal History - Laurence Moore Trophy - 1st D Houtris,
Sitting Helvetia; 2nd Mrs J Shepheard, Postage Dues on cover (1883-1908).
The judging was, as usual, by the members, but at the end Mrs Lee
expanded on some points, including one raised by same. Should the Sitting
Helvetia have been entered in the Postal History class?
In conclusion a brief discussion took place on suggestions for next
year's programme.
London meeting of 8th May 1991 - The last meeting of the season, Odds
and Ends Night. Apologies from Mrs A Lee, Mrs E J Rawnsley, Mrs J Dawson
and Mr G Hubbard. Mr D Houtris showed some of the International Bureau
of Education (BIE) overprints and is looking for information on and
examples of the presentation-type booklets for them beyond 1950. He has
tried both the PTT and Zumsteins who apparently cannot help. Mr R S
Johnson showed Telephone Advice cards (some nice girlies:) and other
items of PTT stationery for different usages; also a cover bearing the
Swiss Hang Gliding Championship cachet referred to by Mr Rutherfoord
last month.Mr A Payne showed various cancels and slogans including the
International Music Festivals of Luzern. Mr J Harben had an interesting
postmark-slogan query. Mr F Pickard displayed a change of address card,
a booklet/pamphlet to fill in for PTT Services and an article provided
by the Editor about the Eugene Sekula privately-printed téte-béche Tax
Percue which had been shown at the London January and Chippenham meetings.
Then he had a cash delivery postcard for silver to Pau in southern France.
An official PO document of 1930 which, we think, concerned a registered
item which it had been impossible to deliver, and returned to sender.
Mrs M Bidmead produced more on the question of Razor Blade cancellations.
A further 400+ to be incorporated in the statistics. Information now
received from Switzerland, on the question of issue of cancellers,
information wanted on the make-up of others, information from the PO
archives cannot be traced, to the frustration of some of the Swiss
researchers. The Editor is commencing his work on the project, combining
our reports, (when he gets the twist out of his arm:) with the valiant
work Michael Rutherfoord has been doing for us in liaising with Pierre
Guinand and others on the subject. And so, farewell until the Autumn.
M 0 B
NEWSLETTER INDEX - Update of the item on page 55 of the July 1989 issue.
Mr J Holman has now completed an index from 1948 to March 1991 with
information kindly provided by Mrs Rawnsley. He has also taken the
opportunity to revise and expand the content and cross-referencing of
his original index. Copies are available for €2.50 just to cover the
cost of production and postage. Members who have already paid £1 for
the original (superseded) index may have this for the balance of £1.50.
Apply to 7 Stonepound Road, HASSOCKS, West Sussex BN6 8PN.
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by M Rutherfoord

- that I fell for a very subtle 1st April trap when I mentioned in
last month's DYK that the RhB have built their own connection from
Malans to Sargans, as this was mentioned, with photo, in the April
issue of the informative "Eisenbahn Amateur". In fact the SBB are
doubling their line from Sargans to Chur. Sorry:
- that the PTT are being hammered for their courage in showing modern
art for this year's PP stamps to conclude the 4-year series on "Art
during 700 years".
- that in the PTT Museum, from 14th ivay until the end of July, the
PTT are showing the 38 drafts submitted by the contestants for these
1991 PP stamps. Report to follow.
- that Hallwag Bern have issued a new version of their map showing
the Cantons and their Districts, but instead of the previous list of
all communes,they have now used the back to print their panorama of
Switzerland. Price SFr.14.80 with "700" signet. Full details of all
Cantons given as before. Scale is now 1:303 000.
- that on page 32 of the April Newsletter the new K-cancel No. 1288
was shown with the text "Pizol Park". Now that is a motorway shopping
centre and the PO is situated in it, so is thé address also - unlawful advertising?
- that the "Bern" cancel shown on page 31 in_April could be from the
long-sought-after 'hand cancelling machine' mentioned in the 1924
Zumstein Handbook as being unsuccessful during the comparative trials
made in 1911 with US electrically-driven cancelling machines. A record
copy has been found in the PTT archives with the date 13.VIII.11.12-.
The diameter of all copies is 25mm. Please keep looking.
- that another item of PTT humour is to be found on the new 50c postcard. Under UV light can be seen the usual 7 x 23mm fluor bar to the
left of the value impression and the cat's eyes glow in the dark:
- that the K-cancel No.1271, shown on page 88 last year, is very
suitable for the new 50c postcard.
- that the new PTT Souvenir booklet is most attractive, with about
Fr.8.- of usable stamps and illustrations of the old PJ set of the
cantonal arms, also a useful summarised history. In English as well
as German, French and Italian; at SFr.11.- a good buy.
- that the above set of cantons and the two postcards issued on the
15th January, lead to the "Swiss Path" around the Lake of Uri. I have
'done' 22 Cantons and more will follow.
- that the illustration below is the latest in the 'Tax' story. Now
PO Box holders have the accumulated fees charged to their account.

pfl•

PTT-Betriebe
Entreprise des PTT
Azienda Belle PTT

Zuruck an den Absender
A rendre é I'eXpéditeur
Da restituire al mittente

Adresse
Indirizzo

Z6---- 3
Es fehlen
II manque
Mancano
PTT 236.16

0,'es.re_-t-i A.A.__ 74.1,7
/
T

XII 87

8000 x 50

PB

T7

G--

20

INSTEAD OF T-DUES
THE PTT ARE NOW
USING 'Post-it'

Faisch fra lderte Sendung
Taxe Fr
verrechnet
8401 inierihur I Fächer

If you post a letter with insufficient
stamps on it the PTT now return it with
the label shown (PTT 236.16). It is selfadhesive along one edge and unless you
add the necessary stamps there is no
point in putting it back in the box.
No T-dues though for the recipients
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J. S. ARMSTRONG
POSTAGE STAMP DEALER
Stitambs
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Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.
485 MARINE ROAD,

MORECAMBE LA4 6AF
Phone (0524) 414055

K 1302

ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1 9 9 1/ 9 2
On sale beginning of June!
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN-EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) with supplement
of new editions and price modifications for vol. 1 SFr. 51.—
Postage for Europe: Fr. 7.6o (registered, reduced
tax, no priority)

zumstein
éuröpâ
1991192

Still available:
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN-EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1990/91
Postage for Europe: Fr. 7.6o (registered, reduced
tax, no priority)

Fr. 49.--

ZUMSTEIN EASTERN-EUROPE 1991/92 will be available in late
autumn.

PREVIOUS NOTICE!
The ZUNSTEIN SWITZERLAND SPECIALIZED CATALOGUE 1991/92 - 24th edition - completely revised,
1056 pages and approximately 3800 illustrations (text in german with introduction in english),
will be available begin of September.
Fr. 85.-Postage for Europe: Fr. 10.90 (registered, reduced tax, no priority).
Reserve your co17v in time!
The pocket edition of the ZIJNSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN-CATALOGUE 1991/92 will be on
publication begin of September.
For all ZUMSTEIN-CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our agent in
Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd., 313 Bedford Street, Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (Giro) BERN 30-334-1 for
prepayments. Thank you.
ZUMSTEIN + CIE., propr. Herteeh + Co.
PO Box CH-3000 Bern 7, Switzerland
Tel: (031) 222215, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH, FAX: (031) 212326

zumstein
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RAZOR BLADE CANCELLATIONS by M 0 Bidmead
It would seem that the spark which initiated the original studies of
these cachets, which were in use steadily from 1898 for a few years
and spasmodically to 1939, came from a brief article by a member of
the Dutch Studiegroep Switzerland, first in 1969, followed by further
words in April 1972 and 1973. Our member Robert Johnson has confirmed
the issue of these articles from his contacts in Dutch philately. The
Cercle d'Etude Philatelique du Leman had now taken up the interest of
Herr J Doorenhos, with M Pierre Guinand of Morges and Herr Miller of
Bern as leading figures. In the SBZ of 9th December 1978 M Guinand
published the article "Les cachets d'oblitération de Suisse avec bandeâ-date échancrée aux extrémités". This article contained examples of
the different cancellations in each of the chief towns of each of the
eleven postal arrondissements, their differences of text, the number
of bars in each segment, the presence or otherwise of dots (or 'nails').
Except for the Zurich-Fahrp. Aufg. of 23*mm diameter, the size of the
cancellers was 26-27imm, the 27imm being St. Gallen. Also given were
the earliest and latest known date of usage of the different cachets.
There was a modification to the design in later years in four of the
towns, the Federal Cross and postal district number replacing the bars.
In the December 1978 issue of the SBZ M Guinand wrote a critical article
on the treatment given to these cachets in the revised edition of
'Emmenegger' under the classification groups 172A & B. Later in the
November 1987 issue of the SBZ he discoursed on the 'Geneve-Rue du
Stand' cachet following an article the previous month by M Feser which
had been about broken bridge lines. M Guinand implies that bad impressions, caused by faulty, dirty, pads, ink and canceller or other
causes do not constitute genuine varieties, for want of a better phrase.
In the spring of 1986 Thomas Gattiker of Zug published in 'Der
Aushang' a paper "Kennen sie die schweiz Abstemplungen? Rasierklingenstempel oder Gillettes". Besides illustrating each type of cancel, with
reasons for differentiation, there were photographs of covers and cards
on which the examples appear used. This article was subsequently translated into English by Charles LaBlonde and published in the March 1989
issue of "Tell", the journal of the American Helvetia Society.
The latest informatign that I have is from the SVP journal of February
1990 giving the earliest and latest dates of usage, provided by
HELV PHIL SOC NEWSLj45th yearjNo.7Lpp 49_56lLondon July 1991!ISSN 0951-0001
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M Guinand, of each type of cachet. As a result of our exercise (HNL 12/90)
a later date of usage of Geneve 6.01 has been noted, namely 23.XII.03-12.
It appears on a tourist postcard of softish paper, as compared with the
UPU-type card, of a view across the lake, and addressed to England. The
facts are being passed to M Guinand.
The examples of all types of cachets received from members have been
analysed and the results are given in the following tables. Referring
to Lausanne 7.01 and 7.01A, in the latter the bars in the lower segment
are noticeably shorter than in the first, easy enough to recognise when
having the full strike on cover, but not so easy_when working with just
a stamp.
Considering the figures, why are there so many for Lausanne and Luzern,
considering their populations in relation to Zurich, Basel, Genève and
Bern? A suggestion was made that the introduction of the cachet in the
eleven towns was because of the tourist traffic, but according to a
statement sent from Switzerland "No known reason for these cancels".
I am following this up. So, I checked on my covers, 92 in all. One is
of special interest, from Bulgaria to Genève with Zurich razor blade of
24.VII.03 used as an arrival mark plus Genève 25.VII.03 razor blade as
an arrival mark. Of the 92 cancels 7 were used as arrival marks, 36
were to addresses within Switzerland and 49 abroad of which 29 were to
GB, which considering the majority were obtained in this country is
not really surprising, or is it?
When I have any further news I will give an update in the Newsletter.
Finally a very sincere 'thank you' to all the members who provided me
with photocopies, lists (detailed), actual items and others from their
collections, to help in the study.
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8.05
172C/7

8.ol
172B/9

11.01
172B/ ?

11. o2
172B/13

11: o3
172B/13

11.o4
172B/13

11.05
172B/13

11. o6
172B/14
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TYPES - as per the index of towns and dates (Base1.03 is different
from Bern.03)
No.01 No.02 No.03 No.04 No.05 No.06 Total
TOWN
on covers or cards
28
Aarau
23
3
8
Basel
5
1
1
2
Bellinzona
3
21
2
6
Bern
4
4
Chur
6
9
3
12
40
6
7
1
Genève
62
24
3
Lausanne.011 22
" type .01A, 11
2
66
42
9
10
3
Luzern
13
11
1
1
Neuchâtel
St. Gallen
4
9
2
3
2
2
22
2
Ztiri ch
7
9
281
on stamps only
20
Aarau
6
Basel
Bellinzona
9
26
Bern
Chur
24
10
Genève
201
Lausanne*
27
Luzern
82
Neuchâtel
1
St. Gallen
2
Ztiri ch

4

4
2
32
3
4
11
1

3
22

2
1
2
1
4
1
2

1
1
54
15
4

4

1

2

1

1

28
8
11
61
30
1 79
231
37
84
4
56
28

629

* on stamps only not
differentiated between
types .01 & .01A

910

TOTALS - covers and stamps (populations 1907 given in parentheses
Aarau*
Basel
Bellinzona
Bern
Chur
Genève
Lausanne
Luzern
Neuchatel
St. Gallen
Zurich

28
8
3
21
9
40
62
66
13
9
22

28
8
11
61
30
79
231
37
84
4
56

- 56
- 16
-;14
- 82
- 39
-1119
- 293
- 103
- 97
- 13
- 78

)

(8000)
(125 421
(5047)
(73 407)
(12 116)
(116 445
(56 000)
(37 000)
(22 900)
(49 508)
(170 434)
)

)

* of the 28 Aarau cancels 23 were used as arrival marks
STOP PRESS - "Cancellers were always ordered through the central
purchasing office in Bern, but individual POs would order only with
their District Office (eleven of them)." Further information is, as
yet, not available from the PTT archives despite extensive searches
A further article on this subject will be published shortly.
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A DAY ON THE BERNINA RAILWAY (continued)

by R A Hoyle

After leaving Alp Grfm the railway descends about 6OOOft in 24 miles
to reach the small town of Poschiavo with its Italian style buildings.
Beyond Poschiavo is the lake with Le Prese and Miralago being interesting small lakeside resorts. The view from Miralago over the lake
with Alp Grn in the background is particularly impressive. The train
then descends the valley which becomes steeper and narrower with its
Italian style buildings and vegetation, via the famous viaduct at
Brusio and the frontier station of Campocologna to Tirano in Italy,
the total journey time from St. Moritz being about 2i hours.
Treffpunkt Poschiavo - It was, however, Poschiavo (the centre for the
Bernina weekend of the RhB centenary) which was my destination on this
particular journey on the Bernina Railway. My wife and I arrived on a
glorious sunny and hot morning to find the station decorated with
flags for this important event.
At the special exhibition coach literature, books, sets of postcards
and other souvenirs of the RhB were on sale and there was also a
special video room showing films about the railway. As usual I came
away with a large packet of postcards and as much literature as I
dare take. TPO van No. 12 was at Poschiavo for the weekend and stamps,
covers and cards with the special cancellations could be obtained,
while mail posted received the TPO cancellation shown below.
Also on display at Poschiavo were many examples of RhB rolling stock
and the depot and repair shop were open to the public. Outside the
station was a typical country market with many examples of the regional specialities.
The highlight of the weekend for me, however, was the special excursion (a bargain at SFr.5.) by Aussichtswagen (observation coach) from
Poschiavo to Tirano and back. There were two trips each day which
left Poschiavo at 9.45 and 13.50, both being pulled by RhB locomotive
No. 161 'Asnin'.

16 Iuglio 1969

100 anni
Ferrovia retica
Poschiavo
Tirano
Andat
ritorno

:

Z

, Fr. 5.—
00067

My collection of station handstamps for the main stations on the
Bernina line for July 15th produced an interesting selection of types.
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As can be seen I was not successful at Ospizio Bernina and Alp Grtim
in getting them across the stamp, nevertheless they are two interesting
covers.

93531 Rho

4,

1 5. Am; JUG
I MORTERATSCH

93661 RhB 1 gig

1 5. J U ll 1989

Ferrovia RRtica

093567 I RhB I 072

15. JULI 1989
OSPIZIO BERNINA

BRUSIO

093575 I Rh B 1072

1 5. JUU 1989
ALP GROM

THE ROLL OF DISTINGUISHED PHILATELISTS
Election to the Roll of DistinguisMd Philatelists is regarded
internationally as the world's pre-eminent philatelic honour. Instituted
at the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain in 1920, it was first signed
in 1921 by His Majesty King George V, and 39 others, who were the
leading philatelists in the world at the time. During the past 69 years
232 more have been elected, of whom 57 are still alive. The doyen is
Mr Gerald Wellburn of Canada, who was elected in 1951, and who,
at the age then of 93, won the National Grand Prix at CAPEX 87.
At the meeting of the international Board of Election which was held
in London on 28 February, it was decided unanimously to invite the
following philatelists to sign the Roll at Congress in Cardiff on Saturday
21 September 1991.

She has for many years performed considerable work for oganised
philately in the United Kingdom. She served as Secretary for the Melville
Youth committee 1968-75, has served as a national judge at
STAMPEX/BPE since 1973, and has judged at numerous federations.
At the Royal Philatelic Society, London, she he s worked extensively in
the library since 1972, and has assisted the Expert committee since
1978, and was awarded the London Medal for her services to the
Society.
Mrs Lee has written articles on various subjects published in The
London Philatelist and national philatelic journal.., and wrote the booklet
Introducing Thematic Collecting published by the National Philatelic
Society in 1983 and reprinted in 1 984 and 1990.

Mrs ALMA LEE (United Kingdom)

ROBERT P ODENWELLER (United States of America)

Mrs Lee is the first lady to be invited since 1976, and the first lady,
in the seventy years since the Roll was founied, to follow her husband
(namely the late Ronald A G Lee) as a signatory.
Mrs Lee has formed superb collections of Switzerland including
Cantonals, Rayons, Strubels and the Sitting and Standing Helvetia which
have been displayed locally, nationally and internationally on numerous
occasions. They have received the highest awards, notably large gold
medals at STOCKHOLMIA 1986, PAFNIA 1987 and FINLANDIA 88,
and were invited to be shown in the Court of honour at PHILEXFRANCE
'89, NEW ZEALAND 1990 and GENEVE '90. Mrs Lee has also formed
collections of France, Israel, United Nations and thematics. Her particular
interest in Swiss philately was recognised in 1982 by her election as
president of the Helvetia Philatelic Sociey, a pc sition which she has held
for the past nine years.

CHARLES J PETERSON (United States of America)
HARRY SUTHERLAND (Canada)
The Board of Election, all of whom have signed the Roll, consisted of
A Ronald Butler (Chairman), Dr Enzo Diena (Italy', Bernard A Hennig
(USA), Hans F Hunziker (Switzerland), John B Marriott LVO, Patrick C
Pearson and Gary S Ryan with Leon V Rapkin as Honorary Secretary.
Leon V Rapkin
Stamp Mail ._ May 1991

July 1991
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Did you know?

by M Rutherfoord
- that under parliamentary pressure the PTT have to make a special
study on the A & B post, as too many customers are unhappy. If these
customers will be less unhappy at the higher rates of a return to the
old system? We will see.
- that the new exhibition in the PTT Museum, from 4th June to 13th
September, is called "Helvetia Worldwide". Letters and postmarks to
document Swiss settlements in the USA and other countries. Felix Ganz
was one of the initiators with his extensive US postmark collection,
with no less than 56 Berns, 49 Genevas, 36 Luzerns, 3 Ztirichs, 2 Basels
and many others. The other exhibitors are E Schmoker of Chicago and
A Zeller of Préles BE. The latter has a worldwide collection including
Nova Friburgo, in Brazil, and Helvecia, in Hungary. I am looking
forward to seeing it.
- that the PTT have issued figures for the number of new franking
machines put into operation. These are the surprising results:
1983-716, '84-1082, '85-1271, '86-1417, '87-1520, '88-1544, '89-1700,
'90-497. A combination of recession and saturation. Hasler appears to
be the main loser.
- that the Zumstein Specialised will appear in September. Completely
new, computer set, it contains a wealth of new information plus the
existing. The price might appear high, but it is worth it.
- that the "cat's eyes" postcard appeared in booklets of four for SFr2-.
with a blue cover, dated 1990/91, otherwise the same as the previous
cover, yellow, dated 1988/89, but some PTT adverts different. This
confirms that no postcards were issued in 1990.
- that the BLS have issued a number of brochures lately, e.g., "Flottenparade", the ships of the lakes of Thun and Brienz, 90 pages, only
b&w photographs, and "Lötschbergbahn", 64 pages of facts and figures,
and pictures. About SFr.5.- each, write direct to: BLS Werbung,
Postfach, CH-3001 Bern. (Note it is unusual to give the actual PO Box
number in Switzerland.)
- that those who want an Ortsverzeichnis should order soon, SFr.2.plus postage. I have not yet seen the 1991 Postcode booklets, but they
will come no doubt, they are free, alphabetical and numerical.
- that during my recent trip to Geneva with US member Charles LaBlonde
we investigated the names on the Head PO (see DYK, September 1990)
and found that six are permanently obscured by a built-on annex. They
are Egypt, Luxembourg, Norway, Portugal, Rumania, and the USA, so I
hope the Swiss PTT made suitable apologies to the countries concerned,
the USA being a major initiator of the UPU too. The renovations are
now complete, and well done.
- that this Bulgarian stamp was featured on the front cover of the BBZ,
with a note of praise, and on the cover of "Thema", the Thematic Club
bulletin.
PICTURE POST CARD. LIM.
z

1,•
∎•

er M.. 10 .t .+«ht. a. 1144 rx
;
r ab.
^..^.^

inland p

n^erb

s"

`^"

e.,

CHOCOLATE

f 1 —

These ppcs issued by Cailler
Chocolate and printed in
Switzerland were for use in
England. A member asks if
anyone knows who printed
them and how many views
were there in the series.
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Only one K—cancel
this month.

K 1303

Does this 'stamp'
and 'cancel' shown
below though, from
an advert in a
British magazine,
have the approval
of the PTT It also
has the Federal
Cross in red as part
of the design:
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J. S. ARMSTRONG
POSTAGE STAMP DEALER

Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.
485 MARINE ROAD,
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF
Phone (0524) 414055

ZUisSTEIN CATALOGUES 1 9 91/92

On sale bexinning of June!
Ztn STEDT WESTERN-EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) with supplement
of new editions and price modifications for vol. 1 Fr. 51.—
Postage for Europe: Pr. 7.6o (rem z:tered, reduced
tax, no priority)

zumstein
europa
j-z

1991/92

Still available:
MISTED: WESTM:'.-EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1990/91
Po::tage for Europe: Fr. 7.6o (registered, reduced
tax, no priority)

Fr. 49.--

ZL ;. TEI i EASTER17-EUROPE 1991/92 will be available in late
autumn.
PREVIOUS NOTICE!

The MIME= S•iITZERLtt: D SP.CIAL7Z CATALOGUE 1991/92 - 24th edition - completely revised,
1056 pages and approximately 3800 illustrations (text in ger^an with introduction in ea l.ish),
Fr. 85.—
will be available begin of September.
Postage for Europe: Fr. 10.90 (registered, reduced tax, no priority).
Reserve your copy in time!
The pocket edition of the ZU,STEIN SWITZER.T.A D/LIEC Tr..-STEIiT-CGi YLOGUE 1991/92 will be on
publication begin of September.
For all ZUNSTEI`i-CATLCGuES please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our agent in
Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, Strand, Lc DC WC2E 9EtJ
For direct orders to ZU:STEI'r please use our postal account (Giro) BERN 30-334-1 for
prepayments. Thank you.
ZtE TEJ1' + CIE., propr. Hertsch + Co.
PO Box CH-3000 Bern 7, Switzerland
Tel: ,031) 222 215, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH, FAX: (031) 212326

zumsbein

Published by the Helvetia. Philatelic society of Gre a t E_1t in

Printed by RPM Reprographics Chic:ester Ltd., Chichester, GB

UDC 656.835(494
HELVETIA
ISSN 0951-0001
PHILATELIC CI SOCIETY
LETTER
NEWS
Founder: E. H. SPIRO

Hon. President: Mrs A Lee FRPS L
Hon. Pkt Secreta ry
Hon. Treasurer
Hon. Secretary
Mr D M Slate
Mr M J Kuriger
Mr R A Hoyle
149 Ware Road
'Quarries'
8 Rhodesia Ave
HERTFORD
Stone Quarry Road
Stafford Road
Herts SG13 7EG
Chelwood Gate
HALIFAX HX3 OPB
Tel:0992-587784
HAYWARDS HEATH
Tel:0422-35307 8
W Sussex RH17 7LP
Tel:082-574648
Six Tyning End, BATH BA2 6AN Tel:0225-31 09 71

by M Rutherfoord
EXPRESS LETTER DATE AND TIME MARKS Part 2
Since the first part appeared in the September 1990 issue of the Newsletter, based on examples from my own collection over the last 20 years
six SVP members have sent in additional items. These, together with
some lists from the PTT, are shown in the table overleaf.
The only PK (Postal District) which never used them appears to be
Chur, a further curiosity in an already mysterious field. Another.typ
Renens, Vevey and
No. 4, can be added namely with the postcode, see
Biel in the table.
The machine used at first by the PTT was of the "Simplex" make, then
later ones were from "Reiner" and "Amano", but no attempt has been
made to allocate marks to type of machine, although this - might be
possible.
It seems that the telegraph offices were the first to use these
machines as several early examples have turned up from collectors wh
kept the covers. An example from 1957 is shown below, along with two
modern marks having an 'H' distance of 23mm, unframed.
des telE^taPh « et des tE16pb

Sthweiaeriedre Telearephen- qnd Telepboaven+altnog — Adminietredon
j e del. ttektoni eviueri
Amminist asione del tel

DEC
E

Belie Emptinger m erbebende Sebtiilren
Taxes 1 perctvolr sur le destinataire
Tessa; da riscuotere eel destinatario

21
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Office Expedition Lettres / Briefversand
OEL
BV, By, Bva

Gcnève 16 Echange

1

Genève 15

Echange

Genève 15 Fchange

Office Ambulant /.Bahnpostamt
Oa
Bpa

H
15 5. 8.85*
12 27.SEP.90*
13 27.SEP.90*

1020 Renens (V0) 1 14 5. 8.85*

2

3

August 1991

Bern 1

1800 Vevey 1

S I O N

1

18 3. 8.85

Bern 1

eV

14 9. 9.89
T h u n 2

4

Neuchâtel 2

4.354

15 2. 7.85*

Biel/Bienne 1

4 301

15 21. 3.77
5. 8.85*

4.302

14 5. 8.85*

2500 Biel 1 Eilz.
5

Bpa Basel RTD

Basel 2

Often 2 By

14 25. 9.90*

Often 2 Ust

14 25. 9.90*

Zurich 1
Z

9

42.984 A

14 25. 9.90*

urich 58

13 25. 9.90*

Zurich 5 8

13 6.DEZ.89*

Schaffhausen 1

8551

14

Frauenfeld 1

8.147

14 26. 9.90*

16

5. 8.85*

Bpa VII

15

5. 8.85*

42.604 A

14 25. 9.90*

3. 4.80*

St.Gallen 1 St. Gallen I By 15 25. 9.90*

St. fallen 1 BY R
11

14 25. 9.90*

15 25. 9.90*

Luzern 2
8

16 25. 9.90*

Bellinzona 1

Bellinzona 1

Abreviations: A =
* =
Ust
OEL

15 25. 9.90*
14

3. 3.80*

VUI 1 SG 1 14 25. 9.90*
Lugano 3 16 4. 4.80*

Ausland (foreign); R = Registered
PTT list (no example seen yet); RTD = ?;
= Umladstelle (transfer place)
= dispatch office; OA/Bpa = transit office.
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Bridges have always played an important part in people's
lives for communication and trade. The first bridges were
simple plank or suspension structures such as can still
to be seen in places like Nepal. Their origins are often steeped in legend - think of the
many 'devil's' or 'fairy' bridges found in various parts of the world. But people also
liked to place bridges under the protection of some saint or other - especially John of
Nepomuk, now known as the patron-saint of bridges. His statue graces the lovely little
bridge over the Doubs in St. Ursanne (Canton Jura), built in 1729. Bridges were
frequently a lucrative source of income for their owners or the sovereign, who would
levy tolls on passing traffic. An example is the Bishop of Basle who, with the opening of
the Gotthard Pass route in 1220, commissioned one of the first bridges to be built over
the Rhine since the fall of the Roman Empire and the great migrations of the Germanic
tribes, which saw the destruction of the Roman bridges at Augst and Zurzach.
The Romans, who were accomplished bridge-builders, generally used the semicircular arch,
and the Middle Ages saw a widespread revival of this style of bridge in natural stone.
Examples include the Untertor Bridge in Berne, built in 1461 and still in regular use,
and the remarkable Thur Bridge near Bischofszell dating from 1487. In mountain areas local
master-builders, most of them anonymous, erected bold stone structures, some of which
survive to this day. Timber was also a popular building material in the Alps well into the
19th century. In Switzerland the name of Grubenmann, a family of master-builders from
Teufen (Appenzell), is closely associated with wooden bridges. The towns of Wettingen
and Schaffhausen both boasted splendid
examples of their work, each with a clear
First-day cover stamped with a set of special
span of more than 60 metres (197 ft), which
postage stamps 1991 “Bridges, Unstamped
were however burnt down by French troops
covers will be available for 50 c. each at all
during the fighting in 1799. Sad to say,
philatelic salespoints from 29.7.1991.
none of Switzerland's early suspension
bridges has survived either. The best known was the Grand Pont in Fribourg, built in
1832-34, with an almost incredible span for the time of 273 metres (896 ft). - The introduction of scientific calculation methods, industrial-scale ironmaking and railway engineering in the mid-nineteenth century revolutionized bridge-building. New types of bridges
proliferated. First came the closely spaced lattice structure, soon to be superseded by
truss bridges. Nearly all major railway bridges were built in this style, including most
of the original bridges on the Gotthard railway line, though steel was also used for
large arches like the two big bridges over the Aare in Berne.
Bridge-building took on a new dimension with the development of reinforced concrete
in the first decades of this century. The year 1914 saw the construction of Switzerland's
first railway bridge using this material. It is situated on the Chur-Arosa line and
has a remarkable 100-metre (328-ft) span.
Prestressed concrete marked another great
leap forward around 1950. It made possible
some of the most impressive road and rail
bridges in the world. Whereas in the past
bridges generally had to be kept as short
as possible for engineering reasons, modern
technology allows priority to be given to
II.no.ar10n0..i
traffic flow.
The Bridges series designed by Pierre Baur,
Herrenschwanden, shows four memorable
FNFLUSS PPP
examples of different types of bridges from
various parts of Switzerland.
50 c. Natural-stone bridge near Lavertezzo The natural-stone bridge by an unknown
master-builder near Lavertezzo in the Verzasca valley (Ticino) is an example of vernacular
bridge architecture at its finest. It probably dates from the 16th century. An engraving
from 1884 shows that the smaller arch once collapsed and a makeshift timber span was
inserted to keep the bridge open. After the turn of the century the earlier arch was
rebuilt, restoring the bridge to its original aspect.

BRIDGES
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10 • 9.199
Sale

Printing

from 10.9.1991,
while stocks last

Rotogravure:
Relit) Courvoisier SA,
La Chaux-de-Fonds

Post offices:
until 29.2.1992
Philatelic salespoints:
until 30.9. 1992
Advance sale:
from 3. 9.1991

Size:
36 x25.7 mm

Validity:
unlimited
from 10.9.1991

Cylinder
circumference:
2 sheets of 50 stamps
Paper:
white, fluorescent;
mat gummed

70 c. Wooden 'Neubriigg' north of Berne The stamp shows the 'Neubriigg'
('New Bridge') over the Aare near Bremgarten, north of Berne. It was built in 1535 on
the old road from Berne to Aarberg and crosses the river in four spans with a total
length of 91 metres (299 ft). The structure is one of the oldest - and largest - of
Switzerland's two-hundred or so surviving wooden bridges.
80 c. Railway Bridge between Koblenz and Felsenau The first iron truss bridge
over the Aare is a typical representative of the golden age of railway construction in
Switzerland. Built in 1891-92, it spans the river in a bend between the Koblenz and
Felsenau railway stations in Canton Aargau shortly before the Aare flows into the Rhine.
The five 48-metre (157-ft) spans have a total weight of about 1100 tonnes. The bridge was
strengthened in 1984, giving it a new lease of life.
90 c. Ganter Bridge on the new Simplon Pass route The dramatic Ganter Bridge
in Canton Valais, completed in 1980, carries the traffic formerly handled by the old
bridge far below. The striking prestressed-concrete structure crosses the deep Ganter
gorge near the tiny village of Berisal. it is part of a major upgrading project for the
Simplon Pass route between Brig and the summit. The bridge has an overall length of
about 700 metres (2300 ft). The main span is 174 metres (570 ft) long; the larger of the
two main piers rises to about 150 metres (490 ft).
80 c. 100u'Anniversary of the PTT Union Today's Union of Swiss Postal, Telephone
and Telegraph Officials, known as the PTT Union, goes back to the Association of Swiss
Postal, Telegraph and Customs Employees, founded in Zurich on 5 April 1891.
The stamp was designed by René Miihlemann, Dubendorf, and represents solidarity
among men and women, young and old. The background symbolizes the activites of

the postal and telecommunications sector.

Printing
Rotogravure:
Hélio Courvoisier SA,
La Chaux-de-Fonds
Size:
36 x 25,7 mm

Cylinder
circumference:
2 sheets of 50 stamps
Paper:
white, fluorescent;
mat gummed
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In the March issue of the Newsletter our member Mr H E Quinton asked
for help with the postal markings on two covers (see p 22).
First I must thank all those members who replied either directly or via
the Editor. I am most appreciative of all the replies, and the extra
information given on the Belgian marks.
The first cover, Geneva to Burgdorf - the 104 11 is possibly M for
Matin (Fr. morning). A similar mark exists with S for Soir (Fr. evening)
or it could be H for Heure (Fr. hour). I think this is more likely due
to the distance between the uprights, as an 'M' would be spaced wider
apart. The manuscript marks could be 10 as the rate from Geneva to Bern,
and 2 as the rate from Bern to Burgdorf, but I am told the rates did not
always total: The cover below shows a different explanation.
Geneva to Burgdorf on the
18th February 1848.
The 10 indicates postage
payable of 10 sole. This
was the rate to Bergdorf
set by the Fischer post.
A sol equalled 5 centimes
The rate for a similar
letter within the canton
was 2 sole - presumably
therefore the 2 indicates
the amount due to the
Geneva postal authority
for carrying the letter
from Geneva to the border
L E S
of the canton.
If you refer to the illustration of the second cover (p 22) the marks
are: The Basel mark was the despatch mark in use at that time. Suisse
Belfort was the French entry mark for mail entering the French postal
system. Belfort was the international mail HQ for the area. The diamond
was the French accountancy mark and the number 7 indicates the office
of entry - Huningue. There is a difference of opinion here as to whether
the mark was applied in Huningue or in Paris, where mail not prepaid
to destination was sent. T F indicates 'transit Francais' for mail to
a third country. The 14 in manuscript is the amount to be paid by the
recipient. The France par Quievran was the Belgian arrival mark when
it entered the Belgian postal system and the S R indicated 'service
rurale' which would have been delivered to a small village by a rural
postman at an extra charge of 1 decime. The Verviers was an arrival mark
The Prusse - Givet was an entry point for mail from Prussia into
France and was probably incorrectly used at the Paris international
office instead of their despatch mark. I have since acquired another
cover from Switzerland to Lancaster with the red manuscript 8/4 on the
reverse and a black 1/2 on the front, can any member write something
for the Newsletter about these early rates to and from abroad? H E Q
The Hon. Packet Secretary wishes to remind
all members not to send booklets for the
packet to him during the month of August.
He is also looking for higher value packets
of material to ensure members have a good
choice of unusual material.

August 1991
MORE QUERIES ON COVERS
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from G W Hubbard

This cover was posted in La Chaux-de-Fonds at 5 p.m. on the 30th of
July 1943. The Pro Juventute stamps were only valid until 31st May
of that year so someone circled the stamps to indicate they were not
valid and returned them to the sender. Additional stamps, Z 204 and
Z 243 15c & 50c, were added and cancelled. Was a charge made for this
though as the 90c total seems too high for the postage rate?
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Express letter within Bern, cancelled at the Telegraph Office, underfranked and 20c in dues added, also cancelled at the Telegraph
Office but with a larger canceller. Why two sizes?

Answers to the Hon. Editor who will forward them to me.

G W H
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The Query on the front of the April Newsletter would seem to be simple.
The card franked 35c, airmail rate, was flown hence the vignette. The
card franked 30c was not flown but received the special cachet as it
was posted at the Air Show. Thanks to Mr D Cairns and Mrs C Scholey.
Now look at the cancellations on these two items, one has trees each
side of the date and the other has bees. Why? Answers to the Editor. G W H
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Cha ux de Fond

See us of ST,MfPEg
STAND 49
RPSC

H. L. KATCHER

PTS APS

The Amateur Collector Ltd
P.O. Box No 242, LONDON N2 OYZ, England
Phone: 081-348 0296 Fax: 081-347 8397

B.P.E.-1991
15th-20th October
BOTH HALLS, Royal Horticultural Society
Greycoat Street & Vincent Square, London, S.W.1
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Did you know?

Page 63
by M Rutherfoord

- that after nearly 130 years the UPU, with FIP, IFSDA, ASCAT and AIJP,
convened a Symposium on Philately in Bern on the 24th April. The main
issues being: Harmful Issues, and Promotion of Philately. This is an
important step forward, but it is to be noted that of 167 member states
about 66 refused to co-operate.
- that innumerable books are appearing under the impetus of "700 Years".
One to be recommended (but a heavy one) is a new edition of the 1938
"Great Swiss". The new title now includes ladies; both in German,
covering 100 persons each, now 752 pages. I have not checked exactly
but quite a few have never appeared on a postage stamp. One of the difficulties in a book of this sort is that potential customers are seldom
interested in someone of another Canton, and the political system does
not allow strong national figures to develop.
- that the A & B drama continues, now affecting the re-direction of
holiday mail. For SFr.5.- mail can be held back, or sent to the holiday
address inside Switzerland. This works very well, single items receive
a yellow label with the new address, or a number of items are put in
a B5 cover. Now with the B post taking an indefinite number of days the
last day of re-direction is difficult to define. Perhaps re-direction
will have to be for A post only in future.
- that I have found only four PPA slogan machine cancellations in 5
months, and three of them in waste paper baskets. This confirms my
earlier suspicion that this will be a rare postmark in future. At least
fifty items at 80c each have to be sent at the same time.
- that the Transport Museum in Luzern is getting a new PTT exhibit
dealing mostly with new developments, leaving the past to the PTT
Museum in Bern.
- that this Museum now has room for more than one special exhibit at
a time. Now until the 3rd November 1991 there is also a show on the
Fischer Post, 1675-1832. I think this is the same as at Geneve 90.
- that for those members who have unsuccessfully tried to reconstruct
the Battle of Morgarten (15th November 1315) on site, I have learnt
that because of very heavy rainfall that year the Lake of Aegeri was
much larger and the extent of swampy land was extensive, so that one
can therefore now envisage the Austrians being caught between the devil
and the deep blue sea. The subsequent pact between the three original
cantons on 9th December 1315 was long considered the Date of Birth of
Switzerland, until the document of August 1291 was found.
- that the Swiss, i.e., the one third that voted, have for the third
time refused a VAT system, to the chagrin of the government. This can
delay a possible joining up with the EEC, but even this is very uncertain, especially in the German-Swiss part.
Volume 4. Catalog of the Fiscal Stamps of Kantone
and Gemeinden of Switzerland.98 pages, Black and
by
white ill: card cover, spiral binding. Written
and published by Gene Kelly. Available from the
F Pickard
author at Zelgstrasse 7,CH-8253 Diessenhofen.
Collectors of this field will be familiar with the layout and
style of this author's researches. Volume 4 is introduced as a
Supplement to the earlier 3 volumes. Certain of the cata: numbers
dealing with some of the Municipals 4d also the Canton Zurich have
been altered because of fresh finds of material. The 1894 Zollikon
municipal stamps are interesting with their se-tenant layout, coupled
with colours not previously seen by the author. This book is a must
fnr hniters of the earlier volumes. Price SFr.35.-.

Review
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J.-S. ARMSTRONG
POSTAGE STAMP DEALER

Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.
485 MARINE ROAD,
MORECAMBE L44 6AF
Phone (0524) 414055

Z U is S T E I N CATALOGUES

1 9 9 1/ 9 2

On sale beginning of June!
ZUiSTErTWESTERN- EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) with supplement

of new editions and price modifications for vol. 1 Fr. 51.-7
Postage for Europe: Fr. 7.6o (reg stered, reduced
tax, no priority)

zumstein

europa
j-z

1991/92

still available:
ZDJSTEI WESTE '-EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1990/91
Po:tage for Europe: Fr. 7.6o (registered, reduced
tax, no priority)

Fr. 49.-

ZL:ETEII+ EASTERN-EUROPE 1991/92 will be available in late

autumn.
PREVIOUS NOTICE!

The ZU TEDT SWITZERUND SPECIALT7D CATALOGUE 1991/92 - 24th edition - completely revised,
1056 pages and approximately 3800 illustrations (text in german with introduction in en lists),
Fr. 85.will be available begin of September.
Postage for Europe: Fr. 10.90 (registered, reduced tax, no priority).
Reserve your copy in time!
The pocket edition of the ZUISTEIN SLY'ITZERL.:IiD/LIECHTE:.JTEIII-C T.- LOGDE 1991/92 will be on
publication begin of September.
For all ZUNSTEIN-CiaLleGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our agent in
Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, Strand, 1,01:DCIT WC2E 9EU
For direct orders to ZU STEIN please use our postal account (Giro) BERN 30-334-1 for
prepayments. Thank you.
ZUI STEIII + CIE., propr. Bertsch + Co.
PO Box CH-3000 Bern 7, Switze-1^nii
Tel: ;031) 222215, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH, FAX: (031) 212326
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THE SWISS 'RAZOR BLADE' CANCELS

4:5th year

by M Rutherfoord

In the February 1973 and November 1975 issues of the SBZ the "Cercle
d'étude philatelique du Léman" published the first articles on these
curious cancels which had been given the type Nos. 172A, B & C in the
8-volume edition of the A & E Stempelwerk (issued between 1969 & 1977),
but the known dates of use were not given, nor in fact were 12 vari
ations of the cancels even mentioned. Since then M.Pierre Guinand has
published some notes in the SBZ of 3/76, 3/77, 4/77, 2/78 and, in 12/78,
a full revision. Now he has published the latest up-dated list in the
SVP monthly for February 1990. This is reproduced overleaf (with permission), and includes some information from the original list and
some added by me on the time reels. The dates in italics indicate his
updates, including some even more recent than February 1990.
First it must be said that no one knows why these peculiar cancels
were produced. As, at first, only the Head POs of the eleven postal
districts had one, it was presumably for some bureaucratic purpose.
Later they were certainly only used when some emergency arose. Rue du
Stand was the main sub-office in Geneva then, see 6.04, 5 and 6. The
diameters are nearly all 27mm, a few are 26mm, the last one of Rue du
Stand is 28mm and the last one of Zurich is only 24mm.
In July 1914 the PO Directorate in Bern issued a decree (No. 19) to
all Districts that the Postal District No. (PK), in Roman figures I to
XI, was to be included in the lower segment (and a cross in the upper)
of all cancellers. But the First World War held back these plans for
these cancels (see list, Type C). Another important decision was taken
by the Ministry for Railways & Posts in April 1919 that all railway
timetables and PO cancellers had to be changed immediately to the new
European 24-hour standard. The old system of I to XII for a.m. and
1 to 12 for p.m. had to be dropped. This meant that the old system of
two time reels had to be changed to one reel only. For example Bern 4.03,
Chur 5.03 had two time reels at first (see illustration), and Lausanne
7.03 as well. The COD cancels 7.04 and 11.06 had no hour times as was
general for this application everywhere. The postman delivering the
parcels had a light hand-cart, and also a bag for the monies he distributed and collected (Fahrpost -Aufgabe, Consig. mess. and others).
Note the history of Chur 5.02, first changed to include the PK, then
-
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again to recognise the change from the French 'Expedition' to the German
'Versand' for 'Dispatch'.
During recent research it became clear that the full set of eleven
additional cancellers put into service in July 1902 (or just after, and
followed by 6.05 Rue du Stand in 1904) came from a new batch (or suplier) as they have peculiar time reels in that there is a dot-lower
than the dash after each I - XII time, and a small dot (actually, or
often, a very short dash) at the same level as the dash before the 1 12 times. This finding indicates that some of the later cancellers were
modified from these 1902 types, or at least the date mechanism was used
again. It is notable that this type 'b' was never used for any other
canceller that I know of.
M.Guinand points out that for 3.02 he has never seen a strike to
confirm the 'b' dot before the figures 10, 11 and 12. Also for 7.03 the
'c' dash before the 1 to 9 has not been found, yet. He wishes to thank
those members who have helped him over the years, and especially Mrs
Bidmead (23.XII.03 for 6.01 just recently). He can read typewritten
English very well, but would reply in French or German.
To the SVP list I have added, after discussion with M.Guinand, the
illustration of 7.01a showing the shortened bars in the lower segment
only. This is quite clear, but why? If you have any other examples of
these fascinating cancels please notify Mrs M Bidmead, myself or to
M.P Guinand direct at: Chemin de la Plantaz 18, CH-1110 Morges.
M Rutherfoord
Further Razor Blade Mystery
The ten cancels shown in the table below are arranged in pairs as they
all have the characteristic dot after the Roman time and a dot ahead of
the Arabic hour. This type 'b' came into operation in 1902 mainly. I
suggest that the second of every pair is in fact a modified first of
the pair, if one disregards the lettering. However all other features
are the same; diameter, number of bars, and two dots of the date bridge .
Only in one case is this not so, but this is where the time elapsed
between uses is the greatest, which perhaps explains the two missing
dots. Why should the PTT keep the cancel and change the lettering? But
there are numerous examples of this parsimonious practice elsewhere, in
Graubunden for instance according to Karl Gebert. Actually in Chur the
cancel 5.03 is clearly a derivative of 5.02, even though the bars were
removed when the cross and Pik number were added.
No. Diam. Bars
8 8
1.02 27
8/8
1.03 27
8/8
3.02 27
27
8/8
3.03

Dots

8/8
8.02 27
8/8
8.03 27
10.02 27.5 8/8
10.03 27.5 8/8
11.03 26.5 10/12
11.05 26.5 10/12

. .
no

. .

Last day First day
7.III.05
17.IV.05

. .

15.XI.02

Diff.
5 wks

Bellinzona
5.XI.06

4 yrs

23.XII.03

Luzern
6.VII.09

52 yrs

St. Gallen

11 .XII.07

. .
. .
. .

Place
Aarau

29.II.08

3 mns

8.IV.08

17 mns

20.XI.06

Zurich

Reference should be made to the July issue of the Newsletter where on
pages 50 & 51 are given the illustrations mentioned in this article.
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"RAZOR-BLADE" CANCELS

P. Guinand, April 1991

Service

Bars
to. bot.

Ind

o

dots

mm

27
27
27

VI
"
"

1.01
1.02
1.03

AARAU
AARAU
AARAU

BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.

12
8
8

12
8
8

• •
• •
• •

V

BASEL
BASEL
BASEL
BASEL

BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.

11
8
10
+

10
8
10
V

• •

"
"

2.01
2.02
2.03
2.04

XI
"
"

3.01
3.02
3.03

BELLINZONA LETTERE
BELLINZONA LETTERE
BELLINZONA LETTERE

13
8
8

13
8
8

III
"

4.01
4.02
4.03
4.04
4.05

BERN
BERN
BERN
BERN
BERN

BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP
BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP
BRF. EXP

13
8
8
8
+

"

Period of use
earliest
latest
19. XI. 98.
5. VII. 02.
17. IV. 05.
12. X. 98.

10 IX 00

1. X. 06.
3 11 06

27
27

3. VII. 02.
5. IV. 25.

11. XI. 11.
13. X. 26.

• •
• •
• •

27
27
27

9. XI. 98.
2. VII. 02.
5. XI. 06.

17. VIII. 05.

14
8
8
8
III

• •

27
26
27

10. X. 98.

a)
a')

1. VII. 02.

19. III. 02.
21 XII 01
26. 1.28.

26

14 IV 08

17 XII 14

a')

26

20 IX 20

23 X 23

12
8
X
X

• •

27

7. X. 11.

27

23.1V. 99.
6. VII. 02.
1. II. 17.
25. VII. 30.

• •
• •
• •

27

10. X. 98.

27
27
26

1.

17. XII. 21.
10 IX 00

28
28

24. XI. 04.
16. IX. 20.

27

11. X.98.
27. Xl. 01.
6. VII. 02.
13 IX 00

• •

5.01
5.02
5.03
5.04

CHUR
CHUR
CHUR
CHUR

BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.
BRIEFVERSAND

6.01
6.02
6.03
6.04
6.05
6.06

GENEVE
GENEVE
GENEVE
GENEVE
GENEVE
GENEVE

EXP. LETTR.
EXP. LETT.
EXP. LETT.
RUE DU STAND
RUE DU STAND
RUE DU STAND

13
8
+
8
8
+

13
8
I
8
8

7.01
7.01a
7.02
7.03
7.04

LAUSANNE
LAUSANNE
LAUSANNE
LAUSANNE
LAUSANNE

EXP. LETTR.
EXP. LETTR.
EXP. LETT.
CONSIG. LETT
CONSIG. MESS.

8
8
10
8
12

8
8
10
8
10

8.01
8.02
8.03
8.04
8.05

LUZERN
LUZERN
LUZERN
LUZERN
LUZERN

BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.

11
8
8
+
+

10
8
8
VII
VII

• •
• •

IV
"
"

9.01
9.02
9.03

NEUCHATEL
NEUCHATEL
NEUCHATEL

EXP. LETTR.
EXP. LETTR.
EXP. LETTR.

11
10
+

11
10
IV

• •

IX
"
"

10.01
10.02
10.03

ST. GALLEN
ST. GALLEN
ST. GALLEN

BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.

12
8
8

10
8
8

• • -27 r26 1. XI. 98.
• • 27,5
I. X. 02.
• • 27,5 29. II. 08.

VIII
"
"
"
"

11.01
11.02
11.03
11.04
11.05
11.06

ZURICH
ZURICH
ZURICH
ZURICH
ZURICH
ZURICH

BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.
BRF. EXP.
FAHRP. AUFG.

12
12
10
11
10
12

12
12
12
11
12
13

• •
• •

1
"
"
II
"
"
VII
"
"

27

• •

• •

27
26
27
27
27
27
27

27

• •
• •

27
27
27

27
26
26.5
26
26,5
24

A
a)
a')
b)
c)

3.02 between
2.VII.02 and
15.XI.02 with
hour in Arabic
figures 10, 11
or 12.

27

1

*) Indication of hour :

LOOKING FOR EXAMPLES OF:

27

I- to XII-

1 - to X11-1.- to XII.-1 to -9 and
• 10 to -12

VII. 02.

a)
a)
b)
c)
b)
b)

b) c)
c)

4.04

b)
b) c)
c)

5.02
5.03

a)

9. VI. 16.
5. V. 29.
6. II. 35.

2. II. 32.
30 IX 03
16. VI. 17.
16. II. 27.

a)
b)
c)

6.02

c)

6.05

a)
b)

15. X. 98.

14 X1.01.
20. V. 04.
23. VI. 12.
20 III 31
25. XII. 12.

a)
c)
- - -

4. XI. 98.

27. III. 08.

a)

8. VII. 02.
6. VII. 09.
28. X. 19.
11. VI. 19.

23. XII.03.

11. X. 98.
1. VII. 02.

21. III. 08.
1. IV. 19.

23. XI. 26.

3. VII. 39.

26. X. 98.
28. X. 00.

17. IX. 02.

25. V. 04.
8. IV. 08.
25. IV. 99.

a)
a)

7.01
b)

b)
b)

30. IV. 19.
11. XII. 37.
30. V. 38.

15. XII. 04.

c)
c)

8.01
8.03

c)

9.02

a)
b)
a)

11. XII. 07.

b)
b)

31. XII. 10.
7. X. 99.
30. VIII. 03.
20. XI. 06.
7.11.05.

a)
a)

5. IV. 09.

b)
- - -

11. X. 23.

2.03

a)

15. XI. 02.
12. V. 11.

23. XII.03.
20. XI. 19.

from n°

b)
b)

27

10 IX 00

Modified

a)

7.111.05.
18. XII. 07.

26

12
8
+
+

X
"
"

14. I. 03.

Hour *)
a) b) C)

b)
a)

PM :
-1 to -12
-1 to -12
-•1. to -.9. and
-•10 to -.12
• 13 to •24

See the second paragraph opposite.
4.04 between
14.IV.08 and
17.1II.14 with
hour in Roman
from I to XII

7.03 between
13.IX.00 and
20.III.31 with
hour in one
figure, 1 to 9
(1921 - 1931)
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STI'UEL COV/EI'S
:

we are fortunate in being able to offer an

exceptionally

wide choice and quality at this

moment, incLuding

multiple colour f uL f ranI%.ings,

cancellations and

destinations--- please ask for approvaLs (or

photocopies).

PPELE1
We are breaking up a very fine Collection of ZEPPELIN
COVERS, affording
Clients a rare opportunity of
considerable choice.
Please ask to see approvals (or photocopies) . OR COME TO
SEE THEM (AND MANY OTHER INTERESTING ITEMS) AT STAMPEX ON STAND 49.

RPSC

Our Great Strength Is
The Ability To Supply
Items Other Dealers Cannot.

H. L. KATC H E R

PTS APS

The Amateur Collector Ltd
P.O. Box No 242, LONDON N2 OYZ, England
Phone: 081-348 0296 Fax: 081-347 8397
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FRANKING MACHINES, the new numbering system

Page 69
by M Rutherfoord

According to the Durst 'Freistempel-Katalog' the PTT, in April 1985,
started to introduce a new numbering system for business franking
machines, and this was completed in June 1986, based on allocation
via the eleven postal districts separately. Now after about 5 years
of use, I obtained from the PTT the figures for the number issued per
district as at the end of 1990. This includes new machines and machines
with a replaced value impression. I have expanded this information to
form the table below. The highest number issued under the old system
was 23 300, in 1986. That is notable is the great disparity in the
utilisation of the reserved numbers between Zurich and the Tessin or
Neuchâtel for instance. This shows the unhealthy growth of Zurich at
the cost of the other Cantons.
7

PLZ

PK

KPD

Reserved

Used till

Total

3...

III

Bern

10'000

30'000 - 31'320

1320

13,2

4...

V

Basel

10'000

40'000 - 41'780

1780

17,8

5...

VI

Aarau

5'000

50'000

51'235

1235

24,7

7...

X

Chur

2'000

55'000 - 55'280

280

14,0

65..

XI

Bellinzona

3'000

57'000 - 57'330

330

11,0

6...

VII

Luzern

5'000

60'000 - 61'090

1090

21,8

12..

I

Genève

5'000

65'000 - 66'470

1470

29,4

1...

II

Lausanne

10'000

70'000 - 72'080

2080

20,8

8...

VIII

Zurich

10'000

80'000 - 83'995

3995

40,0

9...

IX

St.Gallen

4'500

90'000 - 90'990

990

948./9.

IX

Liechtenstein

500

94'500 - 94'544

44

8,8

2...

IV

Neuchâtel

5'000

95'000.- 95'565

565

11,3

15'179

21,7

Total = 70'000

22,0.

1034 = 20,7%

rl

i;

a

Fig. 2.

0050
60003

;,

4r01,

Fig. 1

1(1

PLZ - Postleitzahl=Postcode PK - Postkreis=Postal District number
KPD - Kreispostdirektion=Postal District management in: . . .
The following examples have been chosen to illustrate the complex
relationship between the 1849 Postal Districts (11) and the new 1964
Postal Distribution Areas (9), as well as the way the 70 000 available
machine numbers have been allocated, giving rise to some curious
combinations. This also shows how modern distribution cuts across the
old PK boundaries, to suit today's transportation, and because the 11
PKs are now covered by only 9 distribution areas.
Fig. 1 shows the earliest example I have found and PLZ and machine No.
both start with 6, for area 6.'= 6000 and 60003 for the 3rd machine.
Fig. 2 machine number starts 30 for area 3 but is distributed from
area 2, Neuchâtel, for the French-speaking part of Canton Bern.
Fig. 3 Rudolf stetten is on the border of Canton Aargau, PK VI, and
machine No. 50006, distributed from Zurich, PLZ 8964. 6a in cancel=PKVI.
Fig. 4 Ennenda in Canton Glarus is under PK IX, St. Gallen, but is
again distributed from area 8, Zurich. (continued at the bottom of the
9 HELVETIA 5 next
HELVETIA-

0050 rrrr
30343
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SWISS PTT, LIBRARY AND DOCUM+ENTATION SECTION

September 1991
by R S Johnson

Members should be aware of the assistance available from this Section
of the Swiss Post Office whose activities I first encountered at their
stand at Helvetia Genéve 90, getting much information on articles and
books held on Ticino matters. Since then I have borrowed other books or
had photocopies supplied on other subjects to give me background to
items in my collection. This service is free, apart from return postage
to Switzerland (free within Switzerland). They will access their records
if you have a special subject and supply a print-out from which you can
select. They publish a monthly List of Acquisitions which your Editor
receives and is then seen by members at the London meetings before coming
to rest in the Society Library.
One of my latest loans was 'Jahresbericht des Feldpost 1947-1990'
being an annual report on the Fieldpost for each year (about 10 pages)
covering the Organisation (number of Fieldposts established, troop
formations served, duration and number of staff up to 1970), Personnel
Transport, Material and Forms, Management, Distribution and Receipt,
Delivery of Telegrams, Redirection, Barracks Service, Items insuff iciently addressed (including parcels of washing), and Statistics. The
traffic handled in 1947 was 1.879m letters (1990; 1.35m), with telegrams
in 1948 being 2721 down to 1267 in 1990. The number of fieldposts that
operated varied from 38 in 1947 to 19 in 1990, with a 'high' of 62 in
1952. A few reports give the locations of the fieldposts and that for
1977 refers to the reorganisation of the fieldpost. An interesting
aspect of the 1964 report refers to the assistance given by the intro
duction of the Postcode system in guaranteeing the distribution of
returned items, but bewails the fact that the system does not cover the
items destined for the Troops in the field, which still have to be
sorted specially.
The full address of the Library and Documentation Section is:
Victoriastrasse 21, CH-3030 BERN, and I can testify to the friendly and
willing help you will receive if you write to them, even in English.
,

-

BOOK REVIEW - THE SWISS ARMY - La Place de la Concorde Suisse
by John McPhee, publ. by Faber & Faber, £3.95, 150pp.
This book tells how the Swiss Army functions with a very small regular
staff supplemented by Swiss males serving for a few weeks each year on
reserve duty. It gives the author's account of accompanying a Section
de Renseignments collecting information from an as yet 'uninvaded land
It is very readable, not only for those with a military bent, but also
as an insight into Switzerland's neutrality, having kept out of war for
R S J
nearly 500 years.
We understand from our Chairman, Mr F Pickard, that he has heard tha
Kit Jarman was overwhelmed by the number of letters he received from
members while serving on HMS Ark Royal during the Gulf Conflict.
Continued
from the
previous
page.

Fig 3

Fig. 4
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Did you know?

by M Rutherfoord

- that Swiss philately has lost another great collector, on 31st July
Yxillfried Epprecht, Professor of Physics in Zurich, passed away. His
main line was franking machine cancels - he was the co-author of the
Durst catalogue on these - and other associated fields. He did not
seek the limelight, but was always helpful to collectors.
- that picture postcards are printed by 60 different firms in Switzerland, with a total sales price of about 36 mSFr annually, of which
25 mSFr goes to the PTT. The drop in sales this year is expected to be
from 2 to 5%, due to fewer US and Japanese tourists. However there is
hope that the new tourists from Eastern Europe will make up some loss.
- that in July, for a few years now, the SBB issue a small timetable,
free, for Railway Friends. This gives a great deal of information,
especially on which trains one can stand behind the driver, a spotter's
list of numbers of engines and other useful information.
that six international couriers are active in Switzerland with a
total turnover of about 200 mSFr. DHL and Federal Express are each
bigger than the PTT EMS, followed by TNT and its three subsidiaries.
These six employ about 1000 people, but market saturation is pulling
down profits. The service is very expensive, and outside the biggest
eight cities, forget it.
- that only 16 000 people visited the Genève 90 exhibition last year.
This, with low sales figures for the block, has required that the loss
has to be taken from the Fund for Furthering Philately, for the first
time. Geneva it seems is just too far away, but it was worth it for
all those who made the trip.
- that stamp rolls of 10 000 are now available for the 45c stamp, lake
steamer post. Even though a nice stamp, who needs it? Well the junk
mailers, for covers 50 to 100g and 51 to 3000 mailed at the same time,
and (theoretically?) also for 100 to 250g items of which 50 000 to
250 000 are sent off together.
- that Henry Ratz, of California, reports on peculiar patches in the
blue background of the 160 CH-US stamp. He thinks the flecking of the
paper is caused by the new, non-toxic, ink solvents now used by Courvoisier. Has anyone seen anything?
- that another toxic problem is that the Swiss, and other, Phonecards
are made from PVC. As this should never be burnt with household waste
the PTT try to collect them at source and deal with them properly. That
means fewer lie around for collectors. (I found one of the rarest, 1SFr.
private, in a Geneva PO waste paper basket:)
- that the PTT have caught on to one good idea, put pictures of stamps
on them: The first were apparently the two Europa stamps of 1986 by
Erni, but issued only this year. And now two of the current definitives,
the rabbit and the owls, with three further values in preparation. Note
that the mark shows how much is left on the card each time it is used.
Only the 10 SFr version seen with stamps so far, and FD cancels are
not available, they say.
PTT

taxcard '10.-

CIiW@Iz Brie f71
unstwerke zum

(

imtires-poste suisses:.
Oeuvres d'art a collectionnér. :

.

i
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WELCOME to NEW MEMBERS

J.S. ARMSTRONG

Mrs Y Nell, , Farsley, West Yorkshire
Mr E Cowley, Alford, Lincolnshire
Mr G Allen, Pinner, Middlesex
Mr P Davies, Helensburgh
Mr T Williams, Lincoln.

POSTAGE STAMP DEALER

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS
from the Programme Secretary
September 21st, the first meeting
of the season for the Northern
Group in Room 22, Centenary House,
North Street, Leeds at 2 p.m. will
be short displays by members.
October 5th, Northern Group, Swiss
Railways by P Vaughan.

Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.

October 9th, London Group, a
Display by the President.
October 12th, Sussex Group, Bundesfeier Cards 1910-60 led by J Harben.
ZUKSTEIN CATALOGUES

485 MARINE ROAD.
MORECAMBE LA4 GAF
Phone (0524) 414055

1991 9

2

On sale bey nn; np; of June!
ZtflSTEIN WESTERN-EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) with supplement
of new editions and price modifications for vol. 1 Fr. 51.—
Postage for Europe: Fr. 7.6o (rem Etered, reduced
tax, no priority)

zumstein
europa
j-z

1991/92

Still available:
Fr. 49.—
ZCMSTEM TrTESTE?-EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1990/91
Postage for Europe: Fr. 7.6o (registered, reduced
tax, no priority)
=STEIN EASTERN-EUROPE 1991/92 will be available in late
autumn.

PREVIOUS NOTICE!
The ZU't STEIN SWITZERLAND SPECT „ 7,T7T CATALOGUE 1991/92 - 24th edition - completely revised,
1056 pages and approTi m ^tely 3800 illustrations (text in gerran with introduction in english),
Fr. 85.—
will be available begin of September.
Postage for Europe: Fr. 10.90 (registered, reduced tax, no priority).
Reserve your copy in time!!
The pocket edition of the ZUM.'TEIN SWITMRLiND/LIZaiTE:STEIN-CATALOGUE 1991 92 will be on
publication begin of September.
For all ZDN.STEIN-CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or to our agent in
Great Britein: Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, Strand, LC DC: WC2E 9EU
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (Giro) BEER 30-334-1 for
prepayments. Thank you.
ZUI.STEIN + CIE., propr. Bertsch + Co.
PO Box CH-3000 Bern 7, Switze -1 --nm
Tel: ;031) 222215, Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH, FAX: (031) 212326

zumstein

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain

Printed by RPM Reprographics Chichester Ltd., Chichester, GB

UDC 656.835(494)
H EL V ETIA
ISSN 0951-0001
SOCIETY
PHILATELIC
NEWS
LETTER
Founder : E . H . SPI RO

Hon. President: Mrs A Lee FRPS L
Hon. Pkt Secretary
Hon. Secretary
Hon. Treasurer
Mr D M Slate
Mr M J Kuriger
Mr R A Hoyle
149 Ware Road
8 Rhodesia Ave
'Quarries'
HERTFORD
Stafford Road
Stone Quarry Road
Herts SG13 7EG
Chelwood Gate
HALIFAX HX3 OPB
Tel
Tel
HAYWARDS HEATH
W Sussex RH17 7LP
Tel
Hon. Editor: Peter Hobbs, Six Tyning End, BATH BA2 6AN Tel:0225-3109 71
No. 10

OCTOBER 1 9 9 1

45th year

SOME NOTES ON CURRENCY RELATIONSHIPS PRIOR TO 1914 by J L Whiteside
In the present day we have become accustomed to the fact that exchange
rates between the various currencies of the world can vary very considerably and very frequently.
In contrast, however, in the 40 years from 1875 to 1914, the relationships between the various currencies of the world were extremely stable.
Although the rates for financial transations as quoted on the Bourses
varied, they did so largely around fixed levels and exchange rates for
day-to-day purposes and thus for postal use remained effectively constant
throughout the period.
The Latin coinage agreement meant that the coinages of many countries,
whatever their unit was called, remained on a par with that of France.
This applied from various dates to Belgium, Switzerland, Italy, Greece,
Bulgaria, Roumania and Serbia. The Spanish peseta, following its creation in 1872, was also part of this agreement, but its value declined
slightly. In Scandinavia, an effective common unit came into being by
1877. Denmark, Norway and Sweden all introduced a Krone of equivalent
value.
The year 1875 was the culmination of a period of 60 years since 1815
during which the currencies of Europe had been greatly rationalised and
simplified. Unified currencies for Germany, Italy, Spain and Switzerland were developed through a series of Coinage Conventions from the
varied mass of provincial or even city coinages that had existed in
these areas.
The basis for assessing the rate of exchange in the mid-19th century
that led to this stability in rates was the currency standard. This
was the amount of a country's currency that could be minted from 1 mark
weight of fine silver (=233.855 grams). If these standards are known,
conversions of currencies become relatively simple.
For example: Great Britain minted 42 shillings, each of 12 pence, from
the mark of silver. France minted 522 francs, each of 100 centimes, from
the mark of silver. The French franc was thus worth 9.6 pence sterling.
From 1875, the usual rate quoted was 94d. This exchange rate between
the British and French currencies was of very long standing. The French
decime, in which pre-adhesive rates were expressed, was approximately
equal to 1d. Actually 25 decimes were exactly 2/- or 24d.
contd.
..
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Some of the conversions provided by these currency standards are exac t,
but more often they are not. Postal rates were converted either by
rounding to the nearest figure or, more usually, at agreed rates. (The
section which follows is that for Switzerland. The original article also
covered other European countries with the same detail.)
Switzerland 100 centimes = 1 franc = 9çd (1875-1914)
The Swiss franc was brought into use in 1851. It was equal in value to
the French franc and remained so until 1914. For a time, the centime was
also called the rappen.
Prior to 1851, the Swiss cantons used a wide variety of different systems of money. Following some agreement between certain cantons in 1825,
the moneys used fall into three systems:
a) the Swiss frank divided into 10 batzen or 100 rappen, introduced
in 1804. The Swiss frank was equal in value to 1i livres tournois
of France. The livre tournois was the old French money of exchange and
81 livre tournois were equal to 80 French francs. Thus 27 Swiss franks
equalled 40 French francs. From 1825, the frank was used in the cantons
of Aargau, Basel, Bern, Fribourg, Luzern, Neuchâtel, St. Gallen, Solothurn, Thurgau, Unterwalden, Valais, Vaud and Zurich. In some of these
cantons, it was used in parallel with one of the other two basic coinage systems outlined below.
b) the florin of 15 batzen or 40 schilling or 60 kreuzer. The florin
had various values in different cantons as follows: In Aargau, Basel,
Bern, Fribourg, Solothurn and Valais, the florin was equal to 1i Swiss
franks, or 2.22 French francs. In Appenzell, Luzern, St. Gallen, Schaffhausen, Thurgau and Unterwalden the florin was equal to 2.16 French
francs. This was such that it was equal to the South German Florin or
Gulden. Other cantons using the florin had the following rates of exchange to the French franc. Glarus 2.23 francs; Graubunden - 1.73 fr;
Uri - 1.82 francs; Schwyz and Zurich - 2.36 francs; Zug - 1.87 francs.
c) the livre of 20 sous or 240 deniers. In the canton of Ticino, the
livre, or lira, was equal to 0.65 French francs. In Vaud, the livre
was the old French livre tournois of 0.99 French francs. In Neuchâtel,
the livre equalled 12 livres tournois or 1.48 French francs and it thus
was equal to the Swiss frank.
In Geneva the situation was more complicated. The livre courante of
20 sous had a value of 1.62 French francs. It was also equal to 32
Geneva florins of 12 sous. The sous of the florin were known as 'petite
monnaie' and 21 sous of the florin equalled 10 sous of the livre courante
Possibly because of the difficulties of this system, the French franc
was also used in Geneva.

The HON. TREASURER
wishes to acknowledge
the most generous
anonymous donation
to the Society
received recently.
An elusive item for
postcard collectors
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A CARD FROM MOSCOW

by F Pickard

Recent events in the USSR caused me to look again at items in my collection with a connection to that state. This card is the reply half
of a double card, Z 71 in the postal stationery catalogue. Here is a
card with additional adhesive stamps, but why? Usually the answer is
that the sender did not realise it was pre-paid but the solution in
this case is more interesting. Russia was one of the founder members
of the General Postal Union and signed the Treaty in Bern in 1874. The
members were obliged to provide certain common postal items and services
among which was the double reply-paid postcard.
The revolution of 1917 produced the Russian Federal Socialist Soviet
Republic and the civil war which followed disrupted postal services for
some time. In 1922 Russia was dropped from the UPU whereupon items of
UPU-agreed terms ceased to apply. The reply half of this card was sent
from Moscow on the 8th March 1923. It seems that the PO clerk knew of
the need to apply a charge for the card to go on to Zurich. Russia again
became a member of the UPU, as the USSR, on 24th June 1924. I have only
seen one other card sent from Russia in this short period of 1922-4. If
any member has a similar item I should be pleased to hear of it.
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At the first meeting of the NORTHERN GROUP in Leeds on September 21st
six members (Mrs Davis, and Messrs Cairns, Eastwood, Hope, Hoyle and
Ripley) gave short displays which, as usual at such meetings, produced
a wide variety of material from early TPOs and postal stationery to
modern cards and stamps. Also displayed were many new acquisitions,
cards, covers and other items obtained on recent summer holidays. A
R A H
most enjoyable start to the new session.
^^Z,RIMegC^
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Annual General Meeting
In accordance with the Society's Rules NOTICE is hereby given that the
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held on WEDNESDAY, November 13th 1991 at
6.30 p.m. prompt at the Victory Services Club, Seymour St., London WC2.
AGENDA

1 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on November 14th 1990
and published in the Helvetia Newsletter of December 1990
2 Matters arising from the Minutes

3 Chairman's Address
4 Hon. Secretary's Report
5 Hon. Treasurer's Report and Statement of Accounts
6 Hon. Packet Secretary's Report
7 Election of Chairman
8 Election of Officers and Members of the Society's Committee for 1991/2
9 To discuss the Annual Subscription for 1991/2
10 Motions and Resolutions
11 Any Other Business
NOMINATIONS

Nominations for the election of Officers & Members of the Committee,
i.e., Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer, and (not
exceeding) TWELVE Members of the Committee, should be sent to the Hon.
Secretary IN WRITING to reach him not later than Monday November 14th 1991
RESOLUTIONS

Any member desiring to move a Resolution or Motion at the Annual General
Meeting must give notice IN WRITING, enclosing the text of the resolution, to the Hon. Secretary NOT less than 14 days before the Annual
General Meeting.
September 13th 1991
R A Hoyle Hon. Secretary
F Pickard Chairman
SWISS RAILWAYS REMEMBERED - The Cleveland Association of the National
Trust are organising a slide show, presented by Mr R I Armstrong, Past
Chairman Stephenson Locomotive Society Teesside, on Wednesday 13th
November 1991 at 7.30 p.m. at Ormesby Hall, National Trust, Middlesbrough, Cleveland. Theme: "Swiss Railways Remembered 1979-1991".
For further information please contact the organisers direct at:
64 Churchill Drive, Marske by the Sea, Redcar, Cleveland TS11 6BE
or telephone 0642-48 64 74.

From the bulletin of Swiss Cultural Events in the UK, issued by the
Cultural Section of the Swiss Embassy. Tel: 071-723 0701 ext 248 or 241.
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4avmateux Cøthátr" o td
DIRECTORS: H. L. KATCHER, Managinç.

B. E. KATCHER. Y. J. LOUCOPOULOS A M INGRAM

P. O. BOX 242
LONDON, N2 OYZ
ENGLAND

The Swiss .Specialists
TELEPHONE

Members. PLS., A.PS. R.PSC

FACSIMILE

081-348 0296 081-347 8397

MINIATURE SHEETS WITH SMALL (OFTEN UNIMPORTANT) FAULT S

ALL THE SHEETS OFFERED BELOW (UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED) HAVE THEIR COMPONENT
STAMPS IN PERFECT -UNMOUNTED MINT OR USED CONDITION. THE FAULTS DESCRIBED REFER
ONLY TO THE.MARGINS,OF THE MINIATURE SHEETS.
SPECIAL OFFER PRICE
1934"NABA MINT, small thinning and corner crease through
1.
"Zurich". Offered at the price of the two Se-Tenant pairs
2.
3.
4.
5.

(we are not - often able to supply these pairs).(Cat.$480.00)
1934'NABA MINT, heavy hinges, 5c. stamp with very small
paper adherence. (Cat.$480.00)

$ 300.00
$ 300.00

1936 FEDERAL DEFENCE Unmounted Mint, with tiny cut and small
creases. (Cat.$40.00)

$ 20.00

1936 FEDERAL DEFENCE Unmounted Mint, with tiny black
adherences on back (also affects the stamps). (Cat.$40.00)

$ 20.00

1936 FEDERAL DEFENCE USED, slight diagonal corner crease
(Cat.$235.00)

$ 125.00

.

6.

1938 AARAU MINT, heavy hinges. (Cat.$47.50)

$ 20.00

7.

1938 AARAU MINT, very tiny corner crease. (Cat.$47.50)

$ 20.00

8.

1938 AARAU MINT, heavy hinges. (Cat.$47.50)

$ 20.00

9.

1940 PRO PATRIA UNMOUNTED MINT, with black adherences on
back (also affects stamps). (Cat.$240.00)

$ 100.00

1941' PRO JUVENTUTE UNMOUNTED MINT with very slight blemish
on front. (Cat.$57.50)

$ 35.00

11.

1943 SMALL ZURICH Mint, with small thinning. (Cat.$45.00)

$ 20.00

12.

1943 LARGE ZURICH UNMOUNTED MINT, with diagonal crease on
top left corner, just touching first stamp. (Cat.$42.50)

$ 22.50

13.

1943 LARGE ZURICH USED with First Day Postmark, has been
folded horizontally through middle and has trace of
diagonal crease. (Cat.$70.00)

$ 35.00

14.

1948 IMABA MINT, with gum disturbance .(stamps very slightly
affected). (Cat.$35.00)

$ 17.50

10.

15.

16.
17.
18.

1953 BUTTERFLY SHEET (OZ41) UNMOUNTED MINT except for tiny
hinge traces in margins, i.e. perfect (sheet was folded
horizontally along centre perforations). (Cat.$300.00)

$ 210.00
1955 LAUSANNE MINT, heavy hinges, centre hinged.(Cat.$70.00) $ 30.00
1958 LUNABA UNMOUNTED MINT, tiny thinning on stamp.
(Cat.$190.00)
$ 95.00
1960 PRO PATRIA MINT, with thinning in corner (one of the
centre stamps hinged). (Cat.$55.00)
$ 25.00

REMEMBER:

There is only ONE of each of the above. Orders will be
taken strictly in rotation of arrival.

DONUT FORGET STAMPEX -WE ARE ON STAND 49

CLIENTS IN THE U.K.
To arrive at £ Sterling
Prices please deduct

Approx. (see
Q/Oconversion
V
table 0 enclosed in
1991
catalogue),
RAT. Ind.)
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by M Rutherfoord

- that the auction season is now on in a big way starting with Corinphila from the 21st to the 28th of September with three major Swiss
collections. Then on the 29th of November David Feldman in Geneva has
one of the greatest Swiss collections on the table, bigger than Burrus
they say. Schwarzenbach comes on the 6th & 7th of December and Interphila of Wil from the 8th to the 10th of December.
- that as with the compulsory X-raying of luggage for the aircraft's
hold, which allows "special handling" in a dark corner, so VAT-required
information on the outside of mail allows targeted action by certain
Post Office persons, somewhere, to remove the letter. Any such missing
items should be reported as soon as possible to the sender.
- that when a renovated, rebuilt or new Post Office is opened special
postmarked souvenirs and chocolate samples, with PTT adverts, are
usually handed out to the locals. Sometimes a well-documented history
of the P0, old photos, lists of postmasters, chronology of post, telegraph and telephone happenings and lists of postmarks is produced.
Very difficult to find as not even the PTT Library is always given a
copy, but of immense interest to philatelists and 'heimat' collectors.
— that the present exhibition on the Fischer Post in the PTT Museum is
much more extensive than my note 2 months ago would indicate. A wonderful collection of paintings, original documents, maps, timetables and
equipment gives a picture in depth of the times and activities of this
family in Bern. An extensive catalogue, in German and French, covers
the main features well.
- that previous to the new Bridges issue there are 30 Swiss stamps
showing bridges, mostly named, some symbolic, but making a very nice
mini-thematic collection. The most often pictured are the Pont du Mont
Blanc in Geneva and the wooden bridge in Luzern.
- that the next National Exhibition will be held in Basel in 1995, the
"Basler Taube". Zurich tried but fell out for 1993, but there will be
something going on for 150 years of the classic Zurich 4 and 6 rappen.
- that for the XVth Regional held in Sion in 1982 Pierre Guinand wrote
an article in the catalogue, in French, on the Helvetta flaw to be
found on some Standing Helvetia issues. This interesting article on an
important variety has now been translated into German. I have sent an
illustrated copy, in both languages, to the Society Librarian as some
specialists might be interested.
- that Pierre Guinand and Dr E Schlunegger have received the 1991 Awards
for Literature, for the Aushilfstempel Catalogue and the Motivhandbuch
respectively, The Youth Committee also received an award for their booklet on Swiss postal rates, Volume 1. All well deserved!
.

J. S. ARMSTRONG
POSTAGE STAMP DEALER

Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the

485 MARINE ROAD.
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF

Phomo (0524) 414055
benefit of being able to look at
material in - your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.
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ZUMSTEIN

CATALOGUES

PROGRAM

1 9 9 1/ 1 9 9 2

On sale beginning of October.
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND SPECIALIZED CATALOGUE 1991/9 2
-the 24 th edition- completely revised, 1034 pages
and approximately 3800 illustrations and spezial
enlargements on fine art paper. With hand-hold
register and a appendix with United Nations and
Campione d'Italia.
Text in german with introduction in english and
french. Will be available at the very beginning of
sFr. 85.-october. An exclusive book
Postage for Europe (registered,reduced tax and no
sFr. 7.60
priority).

CM

Reserve YOUR copy in time .

The pocket edition of the ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN
CATALOGUE 1991/1992 is now available. With more information,
in full colour, enlarged to 512 pages. The official catalogue
kKhbwIsbein of the SBHV."The philatelic reference book for young and old.
Introduction in english and french.
1992
french-binding sfr. 17.50
spiral-binding sFr. 20.-Zumstein

ZUMSTEIN WESTERN-EUROPE VOL. 1 (a-i) 1990/1991
Andorra (frz.+span. Post), Belgium, Denmark, Färöer,
Greenland, Dan,t'zig, altdeutsche Staaten, Deutsches Reich, Berlin
Germany (East. and West), Finnland, Aland, France, Gibraltar,
Greek, Greateritain, Alderney, Guernsey, Isle of Man, Jersey
Ireland, Iceland, Italy, with more information. Additional
with list of CEPT-issues and adress-list of A.I.E.P.-members
Introduction in english.
sFr. 49.still available
Postage for Europe (registered, reduced tax,
no priority)
+sFr. 7.6
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE VOL. 2 (j-z) 1991/92
Yugoslavia, Crete, Croatia, Liechtenstein, Luxemburg, Malta,
Memel, Monaco, Montenegro, Nederland, Norway, Austria, Portugal
Azores, Madeira, Samos, San Marino, Sweden, Switzerland, Spain,
Tharazes/ Trieste, Turkey, State of Vatican, United Nations
Geneva/Vienna, Cyprus/turkish-cypriot. Post. With more
information and with supplement of new editions and price
modifications for vol. 1. Additional with list of CEPT-issues
and adress-list of A.I.E.P.-members.
Available now
sFr. 51.Postage
for Europe (registered, reduced tax,
+sFr. 7.60
no priority)

EASTERN EUROPE WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE END OF THE YEAR.
For all ZUMSTEIN-CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer
or to our agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford Street
Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU.
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postel account (Giro)
BERN 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you. ZUMSTEIN + Cie., propr.
Bertsch + Co., P.O.Box, CH-3000 Bern 7, Switzerland,Tel:(031) 222215
Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH, FAX: (031) 21 23 26.
,
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EARLY POSTAL HISTORY and the Cantonal Messengers of Switzerland
by Ross Gavong
During the Middle Ages the post existed only in an embryonic state. In
order to exchange correspondence, individuals had to resort to the
king's or prince's couriers, or to the messengers kept for private use
by monasteries, corporations or merchants. This rudimentary organisation,
semi-governmental and semi-private, was soon inadequate for satisfying
the needs of a society in continual evolution. On the other hand the
discovery of new worlds and its consequences increased contacts between
the people. As a result there was constant increase of trade.
Under the influence of these needs, the post could not but develop.
In the course of the XVIth century it crossed national frontiers thanks
to the impetus given to it by Francois de Taxis who for the first time
established a postal service with activity in several states. Later in
the XVIIIth century, it changed into a public service, and gradually
took its present form. However, since 'Helvetia' is solely interested,
and pursues only, philatelic matters pertaining to Switzerland, I shall
confine myself strictly to the early Postal and Messenger Service as
carried on by the 13 oldest cantons of Switzerland.
The needs of the administration of the State, also the relations
between friendly or allied States, caused the Governments to make use
of permanent messengers for the transmission of news as early as the
middle ages. On the territory of the (Swiss) Confederation, we find
the first messenger services of this kind in the 14th century. They
were the Cantonal messengers, hired officially, also called the pedestrian messengers. These couriers transmitted the Governments' letters
within the States, but also went beyond the borders, into other
Cantons or countries. As official envoys, they were lodged free of
charge. We know that in the 14th century, for instance, such long
range messenger routes connected Bern and Basel, Zurich, Geneva, Sion,
the Savoy region, Constance, Feldkirch, Mulhouse, Strassburg, even
Frankfurt and Paris.
It is true that merchants and commercial corporations also kept
messengers who transported their mail. But thanks to their official
character, the Government messengers enjoyed greater security. Furthermore they had the advantage of greater speed, because the commercia
__HELV PHIL SOC NEWSL 45th year No.11 pp 81-88jLondon Nov.19911 ISSN 0951-0001
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messengers had to adapt their itinerary to the various market places
and fairs to be visited and to the transport of merchandise which they
had to accompany. The State messengers, on the other hand, were always
at disposal for their special service.
The State messenger was an official person. He represented the authy
ority and he enjoyed the same consideration as the masters in whose
service he stood. He could be recognized by his emblems. As a sign of
his origin, he wore on his doublet the crest of the State or Canton.
Then, starting in the 15th century, he got the livery in the colours
of the State, like those still worn today by the Cantonal ushers and
others. The letters and news carried by the State messengers were con
tained in wooden or silver boxes. The boxes too were decorated with
the State's colours or crest; as emblems of a sovereign State, they
commanded the same respect as an official seal or a banner.
Thus equipped, and provided with these attributes, the State messenger enjoyed inviolability. In honouring him, one honoured the authority.
He had to be protected from any trouble. Everywhere, on the road and in
the cities, he was to have free passage and safe conduct. One did not
dare violate the secret of his letters, or break the seal of his letter
box or, above all, of the letters. If it happened that a messenger was
importuned or insulted, such behaviour was considered as an outrage to
the State and was severely punished. The murder of a State messenger
could even lead to warlike reprisal actions.
As an official person, the State messenger was sworn in. The oath
requested of him, covered his duties and functions. They were specified
furthermore in special ordinances and regulations. He had to swear to
serve his masters faithfully and scrupulously, to do all that could be
done to their advantage, to avoid any harm or injury and to be ready to
serve at any time, even at night. He had to lead a temperate and modest
life; he was forbidden to gamble, to drink immoderately, or to linger
on his way. He had to be discreet and keep good watch on the objects
entrusted to him. Negligence or forgetfulness were punished by a fine,
dismissal or even prison. A Bernese regulation of the 17th century
provided that one could withdraw, for the duration of a month, the
livery or the pay of the one who was guilty of negligence or of presenting himself at the Chancery in a state of intoxication.
Serving as a messenger was a State function at a fixed salary. The
authorities paid the messenger in cash and kind. Furthermore he received
frequently very respectable tips from the recipients of his mail. His
salary consisted in part of the cloth destined to the confection of
his livery. If a messenger was not willing to wear the colours of his
masters, he received no cloth. The messengers were therefore in the
sworn service of the Council or of the Government. However, as their
oath stated, they also had to be at the disposal of any citizen to
carry his private mail, against payment of the same rate allotted by
the State. They enjoyed an extraordinary confidence; thus it was not
rare that they were entrusted with the collection of interests and
debts or with the handing over of sums of money. For their services
they were entitled to maintenance, to a daily indemnity and to a fixed
fee for every league travelled.
The institution of the Cantonal messengers can be considered as forming the start of our modern postal organisation. This is particulaly
the case with reference to the official character of the messengers,
the recognition by international law of their inviolability and of
their immunity, the respect of their official emblems and badges and
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the safeguard of the secrecy of the letters. The old institution
differed from the new one especially in this sense that the messenger
of old did truly fill the office of a postman, from the receipt of the
object to its delivery to the recipient. The other system, which we may
call the 'impersonal' one, of transmitting the letters and the news characterized by the fact that a message, in order to go from the sender
to the recipient, has to pass through a whole series of relays during
which it goes from hand to hand, from messenger to messenger, without
interruption, day and night - was already known in the 15th century, in
Italy, as one of the particular forms of the service of the State
messengers. This relieving of one courier by another insured greatest
speed in transmission. Later, the State took over the monopoly for the
transmission of letters, giving only the privileged State post-offices
official character, while the title was refused to the kindred commercial enterprises. The diplomatic couriers and the ushers of Cantons
and Councils are, however, the remains of the institution of the
middle ages of the pedestrian messengers which, in this particular
form, has been partially conserved to this day.
(This article was originally published in the Helvetia Bulletin,
Volume XX, No. 7, July 1956.)
AMERICAN SWISS COLLECTORS IN CANADA
The American Helvetia Philatelic Society on its 53rd anniversary held
the first of its biennial meetings in the City of Toronto (Canada) on
14th to 16th June 1991. The event was enjoyed by 26 registered members,
of which 14 made the trip from various parts of the United States of
America, participating in a major stamp show and bourse.
The biennial meeting was held at the Sheraton Hotel in downtown
Toronto, in conjunction with STAMPEX, which is the annual 'National'
level stamp show and bourse for Toronto. AHPS had been invited to take
part in the show, which it did in a most significant way. Of a total
of 30 exhibits (including eight Junior) nine exhibits were submitted
by AHPS members, who filled 57 of the 138 'Senior' frames.
As a result of the efforts of AHPS members, there was a beautiful
display of Swiss stamps and other philatelic material that created
much interest and a lot of nice comment among visitors to the show.
This feeling was echoed by the Jury, in whose opinion the exhibits of
Swiss philately were at a very challenging level and were suitably
rewarded.
The awards of the Jury were as follows: GOLD - Ralph Soderberg, The
Standing Helvetia 1882-1907, also designated 'Best in the Show';
William R Lucas, The Strubel Issue 1854-1862; VERMEIL - Ed C Walton,
The Imperforate Strubel Issue 1854-1862; SILVER - Richard H Barton,
William Tell 1914-1933; Harlan F Stone, Stamp Imprinted Envelopes;
SILVER/Bronze - James Anderson, Railroad Post Office Markings 1858-1900;
BRONZE - Robert G Zeigler, Censorship and More, Swiss Mail of the WWII
Period; R Ken Eadie, Soldier Stamps of WWI; Charles J LaBlond, Machine
Cancels.
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS - Check your Programme card for the venue.
November 30th Sussex Group, Stamps of Switzerland 1930-40, F Pickard.
December 7th Northern Group, Swissair - 60 years, by D Cairns.
December 11th London meeting, Letter 'F' - All members.
April 25th 1992, Seminar at Chippenham, enquiries to Mrs W Lamble.
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MONEY
WOULD YOU LIKE TO GENERATE SOME
MONEY?

HAVE YOU MATERIAL IN THAT OLD BOX/DRAW THAT NOW HOLDS
LITTLE INTEREST?
HAVE YOU STARTED A NEW THEME/SIDE LINE AND WANT TO
PURCHASE MORE MATERIAL BUT LACK THE FUNDS?
IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO ANY OF THE ABOVE, WHY NOT PRODUCE SOME
BOOKLETS FOR YOUR EXCHANGE PACKET (HOME MADE BOOKLETS 5 X 8
ARE QUITE ACCEPTABLE) AND SEND THEM TO THE EXCHANGE PACKET
SECRETARY BEFORE CHRISTMAS.

The request in last month's Newsletter for articles for future issues
produced nothing by the date we went to press. The Northern Group have
responded with two short items. If members do not contribute something
to their Newsletter then the Hon. Editor has plenty more articles in
the archives which he will be forced to recycle. Mind you if you have
a particular request for an old article you would like to see again
then do write and let the Editor know, with a copy if possible.
One of the 'Best Buys' for a holiday in Switzerland this year, and any
other year, has to be the 7-day go anywhere ticket for the Sion Post
Coaches at SFr5O- (L20). Reputed to be the largest bus station in
Switzerland it certainly employs the most helpful and courteous drivers
Don't buy your ticket from Swissair though they think E1 = Sfr 2.2!

J. S. ARMSTRONG
1- G STAMP S
FOR

SWISS
YES I AM STILL DEALING IN SWITZERLAND

I ALSO BUY GOOD ITEMS

POSTAGE STAMP DEALER

Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.

IAN GILCHRIST I.G. STAMPS PO BOX 15
HARROGATE HG1 1SL

485 MARINE ROAD.
MORECAMBE LA4 SAP
Phone (0524) 414055

Page 86

HELVETIA NEWSLETTER

November 1991

MEETING REPORTS - Northern Group. The popular subject of railways was

the topic of the display given to Northern Group members by Mr P Vaughan
in Leeds on 5th October.
He began by describing the main Swiss railways routes, both N-S and
E-W, and their links with France, Germany and Italy, and the importanc e
of these lines within Europe. He also talked about the many private
railways and their importance within the Swiss Transport System.
The first part of the display was devoted to stamps and stationery
with a railway theme, followed by sheets about many of the important
SBB/CFF lines and the private companies. Mr Vaughan then looked at TPOs
and station handstamps explaining how these cancellations were used and
displaying a large selection of the many different types which can be
found. His display was beautifully written up and illustrated with
R A H
postcards and many of his own photographs.
LONDON MEETING of 9th October 1991 - The Chairman, Mr F Pickard,
welcomed 16 members, giving apologies from Mr J Harben and Mr A Payne.
He announced that Mr V J Mitchell had gained a Small Silver Gilt medal
at Stampex/BPF 1991 for his exhibit of the 1900 UPU stamps and cards.
The evening's display was given by our President, Mrs Alma Lee FRPS
RDP. She had chosen to share with us the main part of her Perforated
Sitting Helvetia collection, which has been steadily built up over the
years. To begin at the beginning, a proof of the white paper after trial
the paper showing the embossed control mark, and through the pages the
brown gummed, not so brown and then white gummed paper. The issued
stamps as per the catalogue, giving change of colours for some values
(10c blue to pink in 1867)and again on the introduction of the UPU,
with all the different shades and examples of the varieties known to
date. First a mint example and then everything else fine used, showing
a variety of the cancellations in use, single and double circle with
bridge type format and not, thimble, dwarf (two sizes), TPOs, station
cancels, straight line, boxed, boxed cursive. Then stationery showing
the correct rate of postage by a single stamp, and then the rate by
multiple and mixed frankings (still seeking a newspaper wrapper bearing a stamp, as distinct from a stamp affixed to a newspaper); use in
Nachnahme service. Private (firms) cancellation mark allowed by the
postal authorities as forerunners of perfins, and a bisect of 10c on
a 5c wrapper of 1876 to make 10c. A 50c mixed franking to New York at
the time of the Franco-Prussian war which did not take the normal route
via Paris, and a 40c to Japan of 1878.
To members present at the meeting it has been confirmed that the
Suisse Amb. Marseille cancel of 2 Mar 67 on a letter from Zurich to
Marseille is a French mark known as "Cachet d'entrée des Bureaux
Ambulants". Mrs Lee does not use Hawid or similar mounts. She prepares
a pad, or backing, hinges the stamp to this, and then mounts the stamp
plus backing to the page. It is the backing which is re-hinged when
the stamp is moved. The thanks of all present for a marvellous display
M 0 B
were voiced by John Mitchell.
Comment to "Further Razor Blade Mystery" (see September 1991, p 66)
M Pierre Guinand is not convinced of my reasoning; it would be too
good to be true: He cannot disregard the discrepancies in the lettering
within the pairs, and for Bellinzona Nos 3.02 & 3.03 the height of the
date bridge is 9mm and 8.3mm respectively, i.e., difference too much
for the same canceller. To investigate this further many more clear
M Rutherfoord
strikes are needed.
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- that it now lies before me, the long-awaited 1992 Zumstein Specialised.
In build-up the same as the previous issue of 1982, but a lot of new
information, not just of the last 10 years. Liechtenstein has been left
out, and I think the Air Posts could have been as well, to save weight,
though the 24 pages of airmail postage rates is of immense interest to
specialists. The section on booklets has been vastly expanded with all
covers illustrated. Coil and ATMs also covered in depth. Only black and
white printing though.
- that the classic stamps, and their varieties, are all illustrated, and
a slightly new numbering system. The 7-page detailed introduction is in
German, French and English and will be of great help to non-German
readers. A good buy at SFr.85-.
- that the PTT have now sent out order lists so that their Taxcards
(Phonecards) can be ordered direct. I note that the first three types
of SFr.10- are no longer on sale, and that the 50c Cat joins the other
animals. Also of interest is that no mention is made of any standing
order facilities. Will these cards be mentioned in the next Specialised?
- that later this year St. Gallen will join the other six cities when
letter coding is introduced. The new Sihlpost in Zurich will open in
1992 with an advanced plant.
- that of the 3830 Swiss POs some 2000 are now equipped with Publifax
facilities. There are about 150 000 private fax machines in operation.
No stamps needed.
- that the Glattal PS, in Ddbendorf, celebrated their 100 year Jubilee,
and held the XXII Regional Philatelic Exhibition at the end of September.
Some 120 exhibitors showed 640 frames with a high standard all round.
For one of the covers prepared by the Club they had them specially coded
to show that this belongs to modern philately. Usually clubs having
such covers cancelled in advance demand 'no coding' on philatelic mail.
I disagree.
- that for the second year there has not been a MPO cancel for the
annual 'Knaben-Schiessen'. These attractive cachets started in 1941,
'650 years of Federation'. The reason is not that girls are now allowed
to shoot, but that the organising committee and the PTT found the costs
to be too high for the financial results. Pity.
- that I heard a Swiss judge - philatelic - defending the judges from
the claim that "they knew nothing about such and such specialised field"
by saying that the exhibitor had the duty to inform the judges, and
thereby the public too, of the specialities of the field. Not by saying
"this is rare", but by saying why. A point to remember.
- that the Corinphila auction was a big success with extraordinary
material. The mixed franking of two Doves & Rayon IC went for SFr340 000.
- that anyone interested in a set of 13 PPA machine cancels, all sizes
and language regions, can have these from the SVP for £7, post free, on
cover. Send a Postal Order to me at Hurdäckerstrasse 40, CH-8049 Zurich.
This is a good offer for a rare cancel.
- that when the PTT announced that their office in Domodossola was to
close on the 30th September they were flooded with requests for 'Last
Day' cancels. This is what they got.
Als Paketauswechslungsarit in ITALIEN, stempelt die Poststelle
Domodossola agenzia keine Briefmarken.
Poste svizzere
CH 3907 DOM000SSOLA
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991/199 2
On sale beginning of October.
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND SPECIALIZED CATALOGUE 1991/92
-the 24th edition- completely revised, 1034 pages
and approximately 3800 illustrations and spezial
enlargements on fine art paper. With hand-hold
register and a appendix with United Nations and
Campione d'Italia.
Text in german with introduction in english and
french. Will be available at the very beginning of
sFr. 85.-october. An exclusive book
Postage for Europe (registered,reduced tax and no
sFr. 7.60
priority).

Reserve YOUR copy in time.
The pocket edition of the ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN
CATALOGUE 1991/1992 is now available. With more information,
in full colour, enlarged to 512 pages. The official catalogue
the SBRV."The philatelic reference book for young and old."
echbensbein of
Introduction in english and french.
1992,
french-binding sfr. 17.50
spiral-binding sFr. 20.-"'

ZUMSTEIN WESTERN-EUROPE VOL. 1 (a-1) 1990/1991
Andorra (frz.+span. Post), Belgium, Denmark, Färöer,
Greenland, Dant'zig, altdeutsche Staaten, Deutsches Reich, Berlin
Germany (East. and West), Finnland, Aland, France, Gibraltar,
Greek, GreatEritain, Alderney, Guernsey, Isle of Man, Jersey,
Ireland, Iceland, Italy, with more information. Additional
with list of CEPT-issues and adress-list of A.I.E.P.-members.
sFr. 49.-still available
Introduction in english.
Postage for Europe (registered, reduced tax,
+sFr. 7.60
no priority)
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE VOL. 2 (j-z) 1991/92
Yugoslavia, Crete, Croatia, Liechtenstein, Luxemburg, Malta,
Memel, Monaco, Montenegro, Nederland, Norway, Austria, Portugal
Azores, Madeira, Samos, San Marino, Sweden, Switzerland, Spain,
Tharazes/ Trieste, Turkey, State of Vatican, United Nations
Geneva/Vienna, Cyprus/turkish-cypriot. Post. With more
information and with supplement of new editions and price
modifications for vol. 1. Additional with list of CEPT-issues
and adress-list of A.I.E.P.-members.
sFr. 51.- Postage
Available now
for Europe (registered, reduced tax,
+sFr. 7.60
no priority)
EASTERN EUROPE WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE END OF THE YEAR.
For all ZUMSTEIN-CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer
or to our agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford Street
Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU.
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postel account (Giro)
BERN 30-334-1 for prepayments. Thank you. ZUMSTEIN + Cie., propr.
Hertsch + Co., P.O.Box, CH-3000 Bern 7, Switzerland,Tel:(031) 222215
Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH, FAX: (031) 21 23 26.
,
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45th year

RAZOR BLADE CANCELLATIONS - an update-- by M 0 Bidmead
Monsieur Pierre Guinand having studied our reports and summaries has
made some comments. He is very surprised at the small numbers for St.
Gallen, and to a lesser degree for Basel and Bellinzona, but not surprised that we have not found Basel No. 2.04 nor Bellinzona No. 3.02
for they are very rare.
He confirms that up to now no documents have been found to explain
why these cachets were introduced. One can only make suppositions. One
such, which cannot be proved, is that a manufacturer took it upon himself to make them, and deliver them to eleven places. It does follow
that if no given reason for the cachets that there have been no special
orders on how or when to use them. We, who have them on covers and cards,
know that the cachets have been used as outgoing cancels, arrival marks,
on printed papers, ordinary letters, parcel labels, letters of value,
nachnahme and others at the same time as other cachets were being used
in the office. Each postal employee could have 10 to 20 cachets in his
drawer, but usually used just one, or used the first one on which his
hand fell. The luck of the draw-er: All the clerk was concerned with
was just cancelling the stamps, whether correctly or otherwise.
M Guinand considers it is the collectors of today who are concerned
with whether cancels were correctly or incorrectly applied than the
operator of the day. To conclude he says "En résumé, je pense qu'on
peut essayer de répondre â la question 'comment' en éffectuant de nombreuses observations, mais je ne suis pas sAr qu'on arrive un jour a
répondre â la question 'pourquoi'.".
M Guinand is still seeking examples of (a) Lausanne 7.03, Consig. Lett
with dates between 1921 & 1931 and the hours in Arabic figures 1 to 9;
(b)Bellinzona3.02 with the time in Arabic figures of 10, 11 or 12. In
our survey I list seven of Lausanne 7.03, but of the three on covers
the dates are out of scope, and the ones on stamps alone cannot help.
So, something else to look for when going through dealer's stocks.
I must say, however, that it is usually the stamp on cover, or the item
of postal stationery, not the actual RB cancel which governs the cost.
If you do find either (a) or (b) I will reimburse the cost up to £2, or
if you wish to keep the item, a photocopy please. I am still receiving
details of odd cachets from members, so at some time I shall update the
summaries of page 52 of the July 1991 Newsletter.
HELV PHIL SOC NEWEL 45th yearjNo.12jpp 89-96lLondon Dec.19911IS5N 0951 0001
-
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MINUTES of the ANNUAL GENERAL ME2TING held on 13th November 1991 at the
Victory Services Club, Seymour Street London W2.
1. Apologies. The following were received: Mr R A Hoyle, Mr L Stiles,
Mr P Hobbs, Mr R Bulstrode, Mrs C Scholey, Mrs Dawson.
2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 14th November 1990 and
published in the Helvetia Newsletter of December 1990. It was Proposed
by Mr G W Hubbard and Seconded by Mr D Slate that these be taken as read
and the Motion was carried.
3. There were no matters arising from the minutes.
4. Chairmanes Address. He reported on an active season throughout the
year and in particular the visit during February of Mr Adriano Gervasi
from Switzerland. The activities of the Northern, Southern and West
Country groups reflected a healthy state of the Society's membership.
The Chairman expressed his sincere thanks to the officers of the Society for their strong support during his term of office. He drew members attention to the hard work carried out on their behalf by these
people, at times unsung.
It was with pleasure that he announced the election of Mr Michael
Rutherfoord as an Honorary Member for his sterling work for the Society
over many years.

5. Hon. Treasurer's Report.
As forewarned in my report last year, this financial year has seen an. excess of
expenditure over income, which amounts to £152.83.
The overall membership has dropped by five, with fourteen new members joining the
Society, an equivalent number resigning or failing to pay their subs, and the
passing away of some others.
Points of interest in the accounts are as follows :
- Advance subscriptions have again increased considerably and must give
confidence to the Society as well as helping the treasurer reduce his number
of trips to the bank.
- Income from subscriptions has dropped due to the reduced membership and new
members paying pro rata dues when they join part of the way through the
year.
- Income from the exchange packet has dropped once again. (Income is derived
from TSB bank interest and exchange packet commission.) This is the third
time that I have had to report this and it is not promising for the coming
year.
- The cost of printing and posting the newsletter has increased and will rise
again this coming year (postage is already more), but the advertising rates
now reflect a truer picture of the costs of the newsletter.
- The suspense account has been closed - this was basically because of an
under payment of exchange packet revenue.
During the next year there will be further increases in expenditure, genera l
postage, the production and postage of newsletters, and rent of rooms, and likely
decreases in income from the exchange packet and bank interest.
Subscriptions having remained unchanged last year, I would propose to raise the
subscription rates for 1992 by £1. This will mean :
UK
£6 to £7
Europe
£7 to £8
Rest of World
£8 to £9
In view of the high cost of airmail postage, I consider that a larger increase for
overseas than for UK subscriptions will be necessary in the future. However for the
time being it is appreciated that it is difficult for overseas members to attend the
meetings.
I would like to thank Mr Payne for carrying out the audit of the Society's accounts
in the last few years and I would like to propose that he be appointed auditor for
next year.

December 1991
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Estimate of Accounts for 1991 -1992
The following is an estimate of the expected income and expenditure for 1991 to 1992.
Income
The following assumptions are made :
- increase in subscriptions and the level of membership remains the same.
- drop in exchange packet income.
- decrease in bank interest.
Expenditure
The main anticipated increases in expenditure are :
- hire of rooms.
- newsletter.
- stationery, postage and printing.
Budget account

Income

- Subscriptions
- Interest
- Exchange Packet
- Seminar
- Other

2025.00
75.00
200.00
280.00
100.00
£ 2,680.00

Expenditure Hire of rooms
Newsletter
Seminar
Other items

300.00
1,700.00
280.00
400.00
£ 2,680.00

Balance of expenditure and income

£ 0.00

The Treasurer explained that with the increase in Subscriptions proposed
he did not expect any undue financial problems. Adoption of the
Treasurer's Report and Accounts was proposed by Mr G W Hubbard and
seconded by Mr B Hoddinott and carried. The election of Mr A Payne as
Auditor was proposed by Mr M Kuriger and seconded by Mr D Houtris and
carried.
6. Packet Secretary's Report. Mr D Slate reported a fairly healthy
state with a good number of packets on circuit. He had reduced slightly
the number of members on a circuit as an experiment. More material was
needed to bolster the circuits. The report was adopted after being
proposed by Mr Hewsan and seconded by Mrs M 0 Bidmead.
7. Election of Chairman. Mr Pickard said it gave him pleasure to propose Mr C P Mistely who had occupied the position of Vice Chairman for
many years. He had been a first-rate support to the Chairman and had
always been helpful in providing sound advice throughout the past 5
years. Mr G W Hubbard seconded the proposal and to acclamation Mr
Mistely took the Chair. A vote of thanks for Mr Pickard's unstinting
efforts as Chairman was proposed and was also carried with acclamation.
8. Election of Officers. Vice Chairman Mr G W Hubbard; Hon. Secretary
Mr R A Hoyle; Hon. Treasurer Mr M Kuriger; Hon. Packet Secretary Mr
D Slate; Hon. Librarian Mr R Hafner; Hon. Editor Mr P Hobbs.
Committee: London, Mr D Houtris & Mr R S Johnson; Northern, Mr
R A Hoyle & Mr D Cairns; West, Mrs W Lamble. The motion was proposed
by Mr Dawson and seconded by Mrs A Lee and carried. Mr R S Johnson
suggested through the Chairman that Mr Pickard be asked to continue
as the BPF Representative and Press Officer, to which Mr Pickard agreed.
9. There were no Motions or Resolutions received in writing.
10 There being no other business to discuss the Chairman closed the
meeting.
FP
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The eagerly and long awaited

ZUMSTEIN SPECIALISED CATALOGUE
IS HERE AT LAST !
Much larger than previous
editions it weighs 2.2 Kg
(almost 5 lbs), measures
9} x 7 inches and runs to
well over 1,000 fully
illustrated pages.

MAY WE TAKE THIS
OPPORTUNITY OF WISHING
ALL HELVETIA MEMBERS
A JOYOUS FESTIVE SEASON
AND A HEALTHY AND
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

ORDER NOW from:

The Amateur Collector Ltd
P.O. Box No 242, LONDON N2 OYZ, England
Phone: 081-348 0296 Fax: 081-347 8397

.

AN ABSOLUTELY MAGNIFICENT HANDBOOK with thumb index, printed

FROM H.L.KATCHER

on superb paper. The enlarged illustrations of varieties
alone will make possession of this book a veritable joy.
Completely re-worked, it makes the earlier editions look
like poor relatives and collectors of Switzerland can now
proudly say that arguably the finest and most detailed
Handbook of any Country is at their disposal. Among the most
interesting innovations is the listing of covers with single
franking (EF), multiple franking (MF) and mixed values
franking (BF).
Full marks and thanks to Max Hertsch for devoting several
years of his time and knowledge for the benefit of all of us
PRICE

AND
HIS STAFF

!

INLAND £40.80 (incl. 44.80 postage 6 packing
ABROAD $77.75 SEAMAIL (incl. $16.25 p. 6 p.)
$92.50 AIRMAIL (incl. $31.00 p. 6 p.)

THE

nP.LU EVANGELISTS!

Recently the three current values of the EVANGELISTS
(fr 5.-,10.- and 20.-) have appeared in totally different
colours - so drastically different that they are almost
a " new issue".
We investigated this surprising development and with the ,
co-operation of the PTT Technical Department were able
to unravel the "mystery".
Consequently the listing in
our catalogue has to be deleted and substituted with the
information given below. Collectors will want to have
these "new" stamps.
We would however suggest you buy
mint only, at present, as used copies are still scarce
and expensive and our stocks of these are minimal. If
you wish to order the mint three values now, the post free
price is $ 40.00, by airmail. (Inland £26.50 recorded
delivery).

Nos. 381a-384a were printed on the old Rotary Press I, Nos. 381b-384b and
382c-384c on the new III machine. The 1963/79 printings are from inks
mixed by the PTT, the 1988 printings are from inks supplied by outside
manufacturers and appear very insipid.
$

s

381a
381b
382a
382b
382c
383a
383b
383c
384a
384b
384c

Fr.3.Fr.3.Fr.5.Fr.5.Fr.5.Fr.10.Fr.IO.
Fr.IO.Fr.20.Fr.20.Fr.20.-

Lilac carmine (shades)(1963)
Rose lilac (1979)
Blue (pale to dark) (1963)
Blue (with tint of gree ► a(1980)
Pale greyish blue (19 88)
Dark brown (reddish) (1963)

5.50
3.50
7.50
9.50
5.25
20.00

Dark brown (yellowish) (1980)

13.50

Pale greyish brown (1988)
Orange brown (1963)
Reddish orange brown (1980)
Pale dull orange (1988)

10.50
40.00
30.00

RPSC

H. L. KATCHER

PIS APS

The Amateur Collector Ltd
P.O. Box No 242, LONDON N2 OYZ, England
Phone:081.3480296 Fax: 081-347 8397

21.00

0.05
0.60
0.05
0.10
(2.50)
0.35
0.15
(5.00)
1.40
2.25
21.00)-
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ROBERT HURLIMANN
Robert Hurlimann died on 12th November aged 77 years. I am sure he will
be mourned by many members of our Society and in Philatelic Circles in
Switzerland. He had a long illness of respiratory troubles lasting over
many years and would often have to spend weeks at a time in a clinic in
the mountains near Trun. Nevertheless he bore his troubles with great
fortitude and looked on the bright side of life.
I first got to know him through Mrs Rawnsley when many years ago she
suggested that I write to him in connection with a query I had, and
within a few days his reply came back with the answer. He could speak
and write fluent English, and from that time we corresponded frequently
on various matters. Owing to his ill health he recently had to dispose
of his stamp and postal stationery collections, much to his regret, but
maintained his interest in philately by forming what he called his
"Helveticus" collection of items associated with Switzerland but from
other countries.
Robert was kind, and always willing to help others and pass on his
vast philatelic knowledge so that other collectors could benefit.
Philately in Switzerland will be poorer by his death and I shall mourn
B L Hoddinott
the passing of a very good friend.
SWISS RAILWAYS REMEMBERED
A slide show was given by Mr R Armstrong, Past Chairman of the Stephenson Locomotive Society at the National Trust property Ormesby Hall,
Middlesbrough on 13th November entitled Swiss Railways Remembered.
It might have been thought that the show would have been describing
the technical side of the locomotives and rolling stock, but in fact it
was the record of his holiday travelling through Switzerland using the
railway.
His journey started at Basel, then to Chur and up to Arosa. Then to
St. Moritz and over the Bernina Pass to Tirano in Italy, and then returging to Andermatt through the Gotthard tunnel to Bellinzona.
He then travelled to Brig and Zermatt via Domodossola and the Simplon
tunnel and showed slides of the Zermatt mountains and the Matterhorn
from the top of the Gornergrat railway 3089m.
From there he travelled through the Lötschberg tunnel to Interlaken
and thus up to Kleine Scheidegg and the Jungfrau railway. There were
some spectacular slides of the north face of the Eiger and the snow
fields of the Jungfraujoch 3454m.
Many of his slides were taken using the privately-owned 1 metre gauge
railways, and it was surprising how many of these there were outside
the main state railway system.
He concluded his tour showing slides of Lucern and the Rigi and
N A Thompson
Pilatus mountain railways.
Mr Thompson saw the announcement of this meeting in the October issue
of the Newsletter and kindly supplied this report for members. Ed.
TO COME - items received from members as a result of my plea for more
material for the Newsletter, but a steady supply is what is needed.
- Heimatkunde von Ziefen, Baselland; - a reply to the query in the
August issue about the Zurich Telegraph Office; - the 1926 Afrikaflug;
- Tell Boy Receipt Forms; - Red Cross Tracing Service; - postal mechanisation. Now how about something from all the silent members?

HELVETIA NEWSLETTER

Page 94

December 1991

NORTHERN GROUP REPORT - It was the Chairman's Display in Leeds on the
2nd November and Mr D Ripley chose as his theme 'Mail to and from
Switzerland'. He said that Postal History was his great interest and
that he liked to ask the questions how, why, where, when and how long
with this type of material.
In his talk he referred to the early postal rates and the many changes
which have taken place over the years; the effect of the railways in
speeding up the mail, the introduction of postcards, mail during the
two World Wars, and the development of the airmail service.
He then displayed a large selection of covers and cards mainly from
Switzerland to the U K from 1779 to the present day, with a wide variety
of marks and cancellations. He concluded his display with a selection
R A H
of covers from the U K to Switzerland.
LONDON A G M on 13th November. A lively auction took place following
the A G M with members bidding keenly for the items on view. Many
bargains were had as well as others going away happy with the money
handed over for material surplus to their needs. Of special note was
the handing over of £25 to the Society's funds, obtained by material
donated for auction.
The Society also acknowledges the kind donation of a copy of the New
Zumstein Specialised Catalogue. This is available for loan on application
to the Hon. Librarian (address on your programme card).
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SWISS STAMPS

SWISS COVERS
YES I AM STILL DEALING IN SWITZERLAND
AND LIECHTENSTEIN
WANT LIST'S WELCOME.
I ALSO BUY GOOD ITEMS

POSTAGE STAMP DEALER

Recent articles in the Helvetia
Newsletter have indicated some
of the many sidelines which can
be explored.
If your interests lie in this
direction, or if you prefer to
keep to more straightforward
collecting, you still need the
benefit of being able to look at
material in your own home, with
the time to search for those items
which best fit in with your own
studies.
Let me, therefore, send you
selections on approval or against
your Want Lists.

IAN GILCHRIST I.G. STAMPS PO BOX 15
HARROGATE HG1 1SL

485 MARINE ROAD,
MORECAMBE LA4 6AF
Phone (0524) 414055
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by M Rutherfoord

- that Heinz Katcher has done it again, discovered three important new
varieties: Mark, Luke and John have been reprinted several times on the
SSR 3 recess machine in the PTT Printing Works in Bern, instead of on
the old no-longer used SSR 2 unit, but bought-in ink was used apparently, instead of the previous PTT-mixed inks. The result is a disaster.
All stamps printed in 1988 and after are immediately recognisable by
their "flat" appearance. They look like cheap offset fakes of the originals. After 4 years it is now unlikely to find the old ones in stock.
Z numbers 382, 383 & 384; SFr.5, 10 & 20. Good hunting. The sheet size
and layout remain the same.
- that at the enormous Parcel Sorting Centre, 8010 Zurich-Mtilligen,
which handles all parcels for Eastern Switzerland, they also sort bulk
letters, i.e., quantities of 3000 or more. For this they have now received two Flats Sorters with 120 bins each and, more of interest to
us, two advanced OCR address-reading machines with 28 pre-sort and 140
final-sort bins each. All made by AEG Electrocom of Konstanz. Half a
million letters can be sorted each day, with the so-called inward code
allowing the postman's round (or walk), for all seven main Swiss cities
with automatic sorting equipment, to be read from the street name and
coded on the covers, at the rate of about 10 per seconds
- that "Flats" is'the term (US?) for largish covers, A4 to C4. They are
of no interest philatelically as no marks are put on the covers.
- that after 8 years of legal wrangling the Supreme Court in Lausanne
has decided for the PTT, i.e., the letter box must be within 8 m from
the street line. Re-positioning was subsidised by the PTT by SFr150.
within the time limit.
- that in spite of loud public protests the PTT is to raise parcel
rates by about 40% next year. This will affect circulating packets,
among other things.
- that as expected one can now buy a FDC for the 50c cat Phonecard,
for SFr20, but you can use the card for some phone calls (which is
something you cannot do with the stamps on an ordinary PDC!), i.e.,
for SFr10-. A lousy buy for E8-.
- that the latest PTT Museum display is "130 Years of Greek Stamps".
The special show on the Fischer Posts has been extended to 5th January.
- that the PTT has issued a statement on forged ATMs, and there is an
article in the November SBZ. The forgery is in back-dated cancellations
of 5.11.90 Bern 1 on impressions with the new-type narrow "0" which was
nowhere in use with the new yellow paper at that time. Another sad episode by people who take the term "Do-it-yourself stamps" too far.
- that Markus Seitz in Luzern has brought out a neat plastic-ring-bound
A5 catalogue on Swiss ATMs. A basic listing on 40 single-sided sheets,
in German at SFr 14-.
- that Josef Schalch has stated that he is continuing with his looseleaf A5 ATM & SFS catalogue, which is much more detailed than the above.
- that I feel most honoured and appreciative of the distinction given
me by the Society (see page 90) for my small efforts every month in
which I tell my friends what is going on here.

It appears that Z 600, the 70c of the costumes issue, has also been
reprinted but the paper was also changed in thickness and in its colour
reaction under UV light. Can any member help here? Editor.
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On sale beginning of October.
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND SPECIALIZED CATALOGUE 1991/92
-the 24th edition- completely revised, 1034 pages
and approximately 3800 illustrations and spezial
enlargements on fine art paper. With hand-hold
register and a appendix with United Nations and
Campione d'Italia.
Text in german with introduction in english and
french. Will be available at the very beginning of
sFr. 85.-october. An exclusive book
Postage for Europe (registered,reduced tax and no
sFr. 7.60
priority).
-

Reserve YOUR copy in time.

The pocket edition of the ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN
Zen CATALOGUE 1991/1992 is now available. With more information,
full colour, enlarged to 512 pages. The official catalogue
Z of the SBHV."The philatelic reference book for young and old."
_ Introduction in english and french.
:1992
french-binding sfr. 17.50
spiral-binding sFr. 20.-=

ZUMSTEIN WESTERN-EUROPE VOL. 1 (a-i) 1990/1991
Andorra (frz.+span. Post), Belgium, Denmark, Färöer,
Greenland, DanXzig, altdeutsche Staaten, Deutsches Reich, Berlin,
Germany (East. and West), Finnland, Aland, France, Gibraltar,
Greek, Great -Britain, Alderney, Guernsey, Isle of Man, Jersey,
Ireland, Iceland, Italy, with more information. Additional
with list of CEPT-issues and adress-list of A.I.E.P.-members.
still available
Introduction in english.
sFr. 49.-Postage for Europe (registered, reduced tax,
+sFr. 7.60
no priority)
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE VOL. 2 (j-z) 1991/92
Yugoslavia, Crete, Croatia, Liechtenstein, Luxemburg, Malta,
Memel, Monaco, Montenegro, Nederland, Norway, Austria, Portugal,
Azores, Madeira, Samos, San Marino, Sweden, Switzerland, Spain,
Tharazes/ Trieste, Turkey, State of Vatican, United Nations
Geneva/Vienna, Cyprus/turkish-cypriot. Post. With more
information and with supplement of new editions and price
z E^1'1 modifications for vol. 1. Additional with list of CEPT-issues
J1TSti
and adress-list of A.I.E.P.-members.
Available now
sFr. 51.- Postage
for Europe (registered, reduced tax,
+sFr. 7.60
no priority)
EASTERN EUROPE WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE END OF THE YEAR.
For all ZUMSTEIN-CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer
or to our agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd., 38 Bedford Street
Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU.
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postel account (Giro)
BERN 3 0- 334 -1 for prepayments. Thank you. ZUMSTEIN + Cie., propr.
Bertsch + Co., P.O.Box, CH-3000 Bern 7, Switzerland,Tel:(031) 222215,
Telex: 912035 ZFIL CH, FAX: (031)21 23 26.

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
Printed by RPM Reprographics Chichester Ltd., Chichester, GB

