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ASPECTS OF THE JET AGE

Let me state at the outset that I cannot work up any great enthusiasm for modern
first day covers and those air covers, commemorating new routes or even a new type of
aircraft, which now emanate from Switzerland are no exception. Of course, they are, in
many ways, attractive art forms but they are produced in their thousands, all of a
uniform size, cancelled to order and usually pre-addressed to various philatelic groups
for distribution to those who care to buy them. Unlike earlier items of airmail up to
about 1950, these modern covers convey no sense of adventure!
However, as those members who have undertaken displays will realise, the
preparation of such a presentation does concentrate one's mind in a remarkable fashion.
That was the situation in which I found myself when, last year, I agreed to fill a spot in
the Northern Group's programme and in a weak moment decided to give it the title
"Aspects of the Jet Age". It was only when I started to take a serious look at what jetage material was in my collection, that I began to realise that the field was much wider
than simply mail carried on national or international jet flights and that even some of
those items had marks which told an interesting story.
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For Swissair, the jet-age began on the 21st May, 1960, when the French-built
"Caravelle" was introduced on the Zurich-London service. British European Airways had
already been using the "Comet 4B" on this route since the end of March. The first day
cover prepared for the Caravelle flight was a very simple affair, (Fig.1); an envelope
with the standard Swissair logo in red with an overprint in blue of the plane in silhouette
and the caption "First Caravelle Jet Flight, Zurich-London, 21st May 1960". A few weeks
later, on the 15th July, the same type of aircraft was introduced on the service from
Zürich/Geneva to Athens. The cover for this first jet flight now carried the embossed
outline of a "Caravelle" but the occasion for the flight was indicated simply by a hand
applied boxed cachet. Whilst the number of items of mail carried on the early jet flights
was comparatively small, an unknown quantity to London and just 2,050 to Athens (950
of these being from Liechtenstein), within a few years numbers rapidly increased with
the introduction of the more elaborate covers intended for the philatelic market. Most of
the mail carried on these first Swissair jet flights originated in Switzerland but there was
often to be found a number of items posted in neighbouring states such as Liechtenstein,
Austria and Vatican City as well as others. When Swissair introduced the Douglas DC-8
to the Montreal/Chicago service from Zurich on the 17th May, 1962, a quite ornate first
day cover was offered within Switzerland but I find the simplicity of an item from the
Vatican (Fig.2) much more pleasing. On the reverse of this cover are to be found two
strikes; a Zurich transit c.d.s. of the 16th and a large circle receiving mark "MONTREAL
A.M.F. NO.12, 17.V.1962".
By the mid 1960 s virtually all the major carriers were using jet-powered aircraft
and in addition, to the special covers prepared for first flights with new machines or new
routes, commemorative cancellations are often to be found, particularly on mail coming
into Switzerland. Fig.3 illustrates such a case with the Portuguese TAP "Caravelle" flight
from Lisbon on the 5th April, 1967. As I commented at the beginning of the article some
of these philatelic covers do bear marks which illustrate that there are aspects of flight
and postal planning that are outside the control of the air operators. One such case I
mentioned in another article which appeared in the "Newsletter" some years ago but is
worth repeating. This concerned the opening of Swissair's service from Zurich to Dublin
by DC-9 on the 1st April, 1979 - a most appropriate date! With just under 10,000 items
of mail already postmarked with that date, along comes the prolonged Irish postal strike
of that year! Not until three months later on the 2nd July, was it possible to deliver
those covers as the green cachet that was added to the postal items indicates,(Fig.4).
In December of the following year, Swissair had to modify its plans for a new service by
Douglas DC-10 to Baghdad because of the war between Iraq and Iran. Instead the
service flew to Amman in Jordan and the special cover carries an inscription to that
effect, "OPERATION ZURICH-AMMAN STATT ZURICH-BAGHDAD WEGEN KRIEG IRAK-IRAN
DC-10, SR 392".
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When Swissair celebrated its Golden Jubilee in 1981, a wealth of aerophilatelic
material was produced both in Switzerland and in many of those countries having direct
air services into Geneva and Zurich. For me, one of the most attractive and historically
evocative items was a private cover produced by the Leeds-based group, Air Education &
Recreation Organisation, and flown by Swissair to Zürich (Fig.5). This informative cover
illustrated the extremes of rapid air transport from the introduction of the Lockheed
"Orion", (205 mph) in late 1931 to the then latest jet liner, the Douglas DC-9-81, (470
mph) plus a simple map illustrating the route taken to Vienna on the first express flight
by the "Orion" on the 2nd May, 1932.

The Air Education & Recreation Organisation
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A less publicised and therefore less well-known aspect of the jet age as far as
British philatelists are concerned, is one that actually commenced within this era. The
introduction of the "Aerophilatelic Day(s)" or "Tag der Aerophilatelie" was suggested by
the International Federation of Aerophilatelic Societies (FISA) and developed by the
Swiss Aerophilatelic Society (SAV) in 1967. The first such event was held on the 29th
April of that year at Samedan, Canton Graubunden and from thereon this has become an
annual occasion always, with but an odd exception, held on the last Saturday or the last
full weekend in April. The venue for this gathering changes each year but has to be
where there is at least a small airfield from or to which a special flight is usually made.
The occasion may be a comparatively small affair involving a local philatelic group or a
much larger event such as the one in 1975 held in Luzern (Fig.6). This was a dual
occasion to mark the 50th Anniversary of SAV and "LUP0'75", the FISA Congress. A
great variety of material was produced for this event alongwith a number of special
flights. Always there is a special cancellation for the event, inscribed in the language of
the area, German, French, Italian or Romanisch and quite often the venue in a particular
year reflects an anniversary peculiar to that locality. 1980 saw the 70th Anniversary of
the first flight between Avenches and Payerne by Ernest Failloubaz who, at 18, was the
youngest pilot in the country. This Aerophilatelic Day was held at Lausanne on the 26th
April from where a commemorative flight was made over the two towns (Fig.7). The
following year, the event was held at Lodrino in the Tessin from which place in February,
1951 a JU52 military transport flew with emergency supplies to be dropped in isolated
villages in the Valle Maggia. Quite often when the Aerophilateic Day is being held at
locations in the Tessin or Graubunden, the postal authorities in Italy, the Vatican and
San Marino get in on the act and usually produce more material to be carried on special
flights to the Swiss locations than do the Swiss themselves! But most of the Swiss
material for these occasions does reflect a sense of history in the development of that
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country's air transport. In 1919, just two planes constituted Switzerland's first
commercial air company, Comte-Mittelholzer. This was formed by Alfred Comte, an air
instructor during World War One and one of his ex-pupils, Walter Mittelholzer. The latter
was remembered on the 1977 Aerophilatelic Day in Zurich with the cover depicting the
Dornier "Merkur" plane in which he made his first Africa Flight (Fig.8), whilst six years
later, in 1983, the less well-known Comte was honoured in his birthplace with the
special cover designed for the annual event in Delémont. (Fig.9).
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There are numerous other aspects of aerophilately which are to be found in
Switzerland's first forty years of the jet age and what suits one collector might just as
easily be rejected by another, for it is often said that philately is what the individual
wishes to make of it. Presenting the display I referred to at the beginning of the article
hasn't changed my opinion towards the vast majority of first day covers but where
aerophilately is concerned, if there is a direct link between some of my early material
mnrifArn i SSI IR then I will consider aivina the latter album mace!
anri
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Stuart MacKenzie
HUNGARIAN LETTER CARD - p77 October & p83 November
With reference to the query by Mr Micotti in the October Newsletter and the replies
in the November issue I am afraid most of the information given was wrong - including my own! Having spoken to Mr Micotti regarding certain aspects of his card I
can confirm that it travelled by way of Austria (Vienna), and by Bavaria (Munich).
The card has evidentally been sent in error by the postal clerk at Vienna; normally
mail for this part of Switzerland would not travel this route.
Hungary at this particular time was part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire which
in turn was one of the original 13 member states of the UPU (1st July 1875) and
postal matters were handled by the Austrian Postal Administration; therefore
mail from Hungary only had to show surcharges in manuscript (as mentioned by
Mr Williams).
The Letter Card arrived in Austria (Vienna) from Budapest without a surcharge
for external rate. This was noticed at Vienna and the Austrian type T struck;
again no surcharge endorsed. On arrival in Bavaria the first boxed type Taxe is
struck (22 x lOmm) and a 121/2c surcharge endorsed in black crayon (not Austria as
I mentioned). The German States i.e., Baden, Wurttemberg, Bavaria and latterly
Germany were the only countries using 1/2s and 1/2s fractions i.e., 61/2 and 121/2
(Austria 71/2). They were endorsed in manuscript in black crayon (later blue crayon
was used) and also came in a variety of stamped cachets struck in black and violet.
The letter evidentally reached Tarasp where the correct surcharge of 25c was
calculated; again no surcharge was endorsed but the postage due was collected
before the card was redirected to Schuls with no further charge.
The routing of the card from Bavaria would be due south by way of Innsbruck
to Landeck and Tarasp (as suggested by Peter Hobbs). In all an interesting piece
of Postage Due postal history.
A QUERY looking for an answer from the Hotel Post specialists, from Martin Mantell.
This small envelope of 1864 has a Rigi-Scheideck cachet in blue (smudged). It has
the Gersau cancel on the stamp and at top right of 8th Sep. On the rear are cancels
of Luzern BR EX of 8 IX 64 VII and Ambulant Circulaire T? 9? and a faint cancel
of Villeneuve for 9 Sep 64. On the left of the front of the cover the word Franco
has been added in the same ink (and hand?) as the address but just above it is,
possibly, a signature in a different ink. Did this cachet indicate the cover was
paid to Gersau? Was the 10c paid and the stamp affixed at the Hotel or in Gersau
and by whom? Suggestions please to the Editor for publication in the Newsletter.
-
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QUERY for those members who served with BAOR in 1946. Mr C K Karsten has an OAS
cover sent from Field Post Office 328 on 22 JY 46 addressed to: Switzerland /
Schweizer Spende / Deutschlandbureau / Bern / Postfach Transit. The sender's
address on the back is: Don Suisse c/o. RS/125 Quaker Relief, 8o8 Mil.Gov.Det. /
B.A.O.R. What was this charity or office doing in the British zone of occupation
and why did they use the FPO?
QUERY ON PAPERS also for Mr Karsten but of interest to all members. How do you
tell the difference between used copies of Zu595HI and Zu595HII? (Is this a case
of having to buy a CTO stamp which has never been correctly used, or to buy a
mint copy and use it on a cover to be sure it is the matt gum type? Ed.)
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In spite of having to contend with a noisy children's party in the large hall adjacent
to the room in which we meet, the Northern Group had one of the best meetings for some
ti me on Saturday, 4th December. Not deterred by the appalling weather, snow, rain and
wind, and remembering that most who do come to Leeds travel quite a considerable
distance, a larger than usual attendance produced a wealth of material under the heading
"Not More Than 10 Cents". Seven members made a contribution which covered many
aspects within the 10c limitation imposed. As might be expected, much of the material
displayed was from the 19th and first half of the 20th centuries - I do realise that this will
be read in the 21st Century, (see p 7, bottom) One member, attending for the first time,
delighted us with some twelve sheets of authenticated examples of Cantonal, Transitional
and Federal Issues (he excluded his 15Rp. Rayon Ill s!) and ending with a sheet of all
twelve Kocher stamps in mint condition. Whilst much of the other material had, inevitably,
appeared on previous occasions as parts of different displays, nevertheless there was
prolonged discussion over numerous items. The 3c black Sitting Helvetia (29b) on a
Ticinese newspaper - who was the sender, who the recipient? The use of mixed franking
of the same period to make up such small amounts of 5c and 10c. On covers and cards
bearing TPO and SL cancellations, the question of routes came up for discussion ensuring
that we had more than a good 10 cents worth of opinions! One display we had not seen
before was of cards used by the SBB informing the recipient of goods awaiting collection,
within 24 hours, at the local station or depot. The card then had to be handed in on
receipt of the goods and would appear to have had another handstamp applied as an
indication that the transaction had been completed. Alongwith this selection of cards were
the complete sets of the SBB Centenary cards of 1947, depicting the two different sizes of
print underneath the illustration. A range of stationery cards from 1870 onwards covered
the long period of stability in postage rates, both internally and to UPU countries up to the
Great War with the subsequent changes following that event. There was emphasis by
various members on some of the commemorative stationery which was issued; the UPU
items of 1900, the 1914 National Exhibition at Bern, as well as covers and cards with
i mprinted franking used by commercial firms from 1907 onwards. At the end of the
afternoon, it was realised that there was much that had not been covered; the various
types of newspaper wrappers and the Bundesfeier postcards to name but two. However,
D.C.
there's always a next time!

There were 9 members present for the meeting of the LONDON Group held on 15th December in the usual venue
of the Victory Services Club in Seymour Street. Under the Chairmanship of Claude Mistely the meeting on 10c and
sheets and covers
Less provided the opportunity to display some very unusual material - seven members producing
and again one stalwart submitting photocopied items by post!
Postal stationery (ps) was bound to feature with such a title. The folded letter cards produced for the 1914 National
Exhibition in Bern were accompanied by a superb selection of cards printed for the 100th anniversary of Geneva's
entry into the Confederation. Your note taker had not seen the 1891 cards for the 600 anniversary of the foundation
of the Confederation or the 1893 St Croix and College cards so this was an unexpected treat. With ps cards and
envelopes printed on the reverse including a delightful envelope for 'Allegemeine' travel insurance members saw
an exceptional display. Your Secretary also produced a range of ps items - a collection of the 1935 purple 10c rate
postcards showing a variety of postbus views, extra cancellations, censor markings, and with various destinations.
The 1938 Edelweiss design newspaper wrapper provided an interesting mini display with its various cancellations,
some postage paid (PP), censor and postage due markings.
Several members provided different selections that showed the full postal range from Oc to 10c - Franco covers and
Feldpost items representing the zero rate. It was also argued that the postage dues really represented minus values
of postal rates and could be included within the evening's subject - more examples were produced. Within these
displays there were some extraordinary items. How about a Ticino canton JZ perfin on the 1912 10c Helvetia ps
card? Or a 1890 5c ps card with additional 5c cross and numeral stamp: not exceptional until you saw the cachet
'postcards to this address/cannot be forwarded' - a London applied mark on a card addressed to Capetown, South
Africa, a country not within the UPU at that time! And have you seen many or even any newspaper wrappers used
in multiples - not in 2 s, or 3 s but a strip of 5 x 2c? There was one on display! In 1846 Canton Geneva produced a
ps envelope with a green Sc value difficult to find unused let alone used. Exceptionally from 1st June 1849 this
applied to other correspondence. One was
design was accepted when cut out from the envelope and subsequently
y
displayed on an envelope complete with a Geneva cds 4 Fe 51!
With the sets of publicity song and advertising cards from Suchard together with Tobler publicity labels a chocolate
theme was included. Even more postcards featured stamps on the picture sides resulting in the variety of
cancellations on the address side - cancellations in German/French, French/German and two copies of the quite
illusive Italian language 'Franco retro /Affranchisserrient au verso But there were stamps: sheets of low value
denominations from a wide variety of issues, and a delightful small study surrounding the 1941 issue for the 750
anniversary of the establishment of Bern - 'spider on hammer' variety and an unperforated version.
Again displays full of items that most of those present would have loved to have had in their own collections. It
seems quite extraordinary that so many members can show so much different material meeting after meeting.
There must have been something that would have appealed to every collector of Swiss material. Those who did not
JAC
attend missed another treat.
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YOU KNOW? Exhibition inM Rutherfoo
Luzern, 3, 4 & 5th of

- that the "Day of the Stamp"
December was a great success; organized by the Philatelic Society
of Luzern with the help of the Rölli family. Free entry, catalogue
CHF 2.-, with an overlay of Carnival emblems, at times much noise.
There were 117 "normal" exhibitors, and 34 "One frame" exhibits,
which could be either 100% philatelic material or up to 50% "Open
class" material, ie, photos, drawings (even a penguin feather), etc.
This was confusing to the judging public, who had a two-thirds say,
with the other third by the jury. Ian Gilchrist was there and gained
a Gold with his Red Cross exhibit; Harlan Stone had three exhibits
but made only Vermeil (under-rated?). Once again I personally learnt
a lot from his exhibits.
- that Karl Gebert received at this exhibition a well-deserved prize
for his remarkable "Postchronik" book. The "Fund for Philately" it
seems realized that they had made a mistake by not supporting him
from the start. (Now on disk - see elsewhere in this issue.)
- that the SP produced, un-announced, a new version of the two Pingu
stam p s of 9.3.99, for issue on 6.12.99. The only difference is that
the parcels are shown not tied with string, in accordance with the
new - unpopular - rule. Most exciting.
- that it is rumoured that soon the parcel rates will also be tiered
into A and B. The previous "Colis Prioritaire" was dropped recently
when all parcels were late. Some say that "A" parcels will be sorted
by hand and "B" parcels automatically by computer.
- that a previous rumour has been, unfortunately, confirmed. Internally the SP has not found a way in which its own slogans can be paid
for. Therefore all postal advertising, Group 1, is being stopped at
the end of 1999. That means no more slogans such as "Post early for
Christmas" and others. The Swisscom had stopped all telephone publicity a year or so ago, too expensive. Now all charities are being
asked to pay for this advertising, so following the "good" example
of the SP itself, they are also discontinuing the use of slogans.
About 80 to 90 slogans have been withdrawn so far. Another unmentioned aspect is that the SP is not prepared to pay for staff who
can supervise the quality of the slogans in use. A great pity, and
difficult to justify.
- that I recently came across the name SAVO (see figure 1 below).
This was the Austrian journal for international pre-philately Sammler Vorphilatelie. Their 1933 monthly was used often by Jean
Winkler to announce his finds. In 1938, after Austria had willingly
joined their neighbours to the north, all Jewish and other nonAryans, had to leave the club, then the monthly magazine was forbidden, as all such publications were too difficult to censor, and
then they had to close down completely. A tragedy to philately, and
to the members. Now a German group have re-founded the SAVO.
- that the new Luftpost Handbuch will come out for the Aerophilately
Day in Dübendorf in April 2000, for CHF 75.
- that the slogan below, figure 2, No. 4.6.273 was used during May
in Vaduz and Schaan, and showed the identification "Die Post FL"
for Liechtenstein.
- that figure 3 shows the instructions for posting a millenium bar
of chocolate, 100g, inside Switzerland. Why are the rates correct,
and not those that might apply in 2000?
•
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Figure 2
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Whether we were entering the new Millenium in the year 2000 or 2001 also entered
into our deliberations, so just to play safe the Northern Group merely sends Season's
D.C.
(retinas to one and all!
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T.P.O. ROUTES UPDATE

j anuar yuuu

by D. Houtris

In my piece on T.P.0 s in the February 1999 Newsletter I made reference to the
number of routes throughout the period August 1889 to April 1910. After studying the
schedules again I've produced the following table which is a great deal more accurate than
my statement in February.
Throughout the period there were 43 schedules, which I've numbered to aid the
listing of my collection. When first sorting the covers that I'd accumulated I wondered why
there were no pieces for certain dates, on studying the table members will probably see
why. I hope this information will assist other T.P.O. collectors.

.

.

A

B

c

A

1

1 AUG 1889 - 14 OCT 1889

33 - 40

22

1 JUN 1899 - 30 SEPT 1899

40

2

1 5 OCT 1889 - 31 MAY 1890

33 - 40

23

1 OCT 1899 - 31 MAY 1900

40

3

1 JUN 1890 - 30 SEPT 1890

33 - 40

24

1 JUN 1900 - 30 SEPT 1900

40
40

4

1 OCT 1890 - 31 MAY 1891

33 - 40

25

1 OCT 1900 - 31 MAY 1901

5

1 JUN 1891 - 30 SEPT 1891

34 - 40

26

1 JUN 1901 - 30 SEPT 1901

40

6

1 OCT 1891 - 19 JAN 1892

34 - 40

27

1 OCT 1901 - 30 APR 1902

40

7

20 JAN 1892 - 31 MAY 1892

34- 40

28

1 MAY 1902 - 30 SEPT 1902

40

8

1 JUN 1892 - 30 SEPT 1892

36 - 40

29

1 OCT 1902 - 30 APR 1903

40

9

1 OCT 1892 - 31 MAY 1893

36 - 40

30

1 MAY 1903 - 30 SEPT 1903

10

1 JUN 1893 - 30 SEPT 1893

39 & 40

31

1 OCT 1903 - 30 APR 1904

11

1 OCT 1893 - 31 MAY 1894

39 & 40

32

1 MAY 1904 - 30 SEPT 1904

24 & 37

12

1 JUN 1894 - 30 SEPT 1894

40

33

1 OCT 1904 - 30 APR 1905

24 & 37

13

1 OCT 1894 - 31 MAY 1895

40

34

1 MAY 1905 - 30 SEPT 1905

24 & 37

14

1 JUN 1895 - 30 SEPT 1895

29 & 40

35

1 OCT 1905 - 30 APR 1906

24 & 37

15

1 OCT 1895 - 31 MAY 1896

29 & 40

36

1 MAY 1906 - 30 SEPT 1906

24 & 37

16

1 JUN 1896 - 30 SEPT 1896

29 & 40

37

1 OCT 1906 - 30 APR 1907

24 & 37

17

1 OCT 1896 - 31 MAY 1897

29 & 40

38

1 MAY 1907 - 30 SEPT 1907

24 & 37

18

1 JUN 1897 - 30 SEPT 1897

40

39

1 OCT 1907 - 30 APR 1908

24 & 37

19

1 OCT 1897 - 31 MAY 1898

40

40

1 MAY 1908 - 30 SEPT 1908

24 & 37

20

1 JUN 1898 - 30 SEPT 1898

40

41

1 OCT 1908 - 30 APR 1909

24 & 37

21

1 OCT 1898 - 31 MAY 1899

40

42

1 MAY 1909 - 30 SEPT 1909

24 & 37

43

1 OCT 1909 - 30 APR 1910

37

A - SCHEDULES

.

B - SCHEDULE DATES

C - ROUTES NOT IN SERVICE

SALISBURY 2000 - Saturday 6th May is your opportunity to meet other members and
discuss Swiss philately. The Wessex Group have booked a room at the Clovelly
Hotel, Mill Road, Salisbury, near the railway station, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Displays by well-known members and participants will make this an interesting day
for those who cannot get to the London meetings. Refreshments and cold lunch are
available in the hotel and other restaurants are nearby. Don't wait! Book now
with Don Symonds, Whitecot, Furze Hill, Wimbourne BH21 41-lD; Tel: 01 202 88 36 09.
"POSTSTELLENCHRONIK SCHWEIZ 1849-1999". This important reference work covers all
Post Offices which existed during these 150 years in Switzerland, but is now out
of print due to the great interest it caused among collectors, especially postal
historians. As many would-be buyers were disappointed the author, Karl Gebert,
has decided to make the information, fully up-dated, available as a 3i" RTF
(Rich Text Format) disk, which can be used with any PC text program. Single pages
can be printed out and additions can be made according to the information given
in the fortnightly Swiss PO "Stempel News" directly. Our member Charles LaBlonde
has tried the disk in MS Word under both Windows 95 & 98, and reports that it
works very well.
Members in the UK can obtain a copy by sending a CHF 20.- banknote to: Karl
Gebert, Kapplerstrasse 27, CH-9642 Ebnat-Kappel, Switzerland.
Overseas members should send US$ 12.- or DM 20.- in notes.
Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
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Martin Mantel]

IS THIS ONE OF SWITZERLAND'S RAREST FLIGHT COVERS?

This cover was acquired recently along with various others and initially put aside
as being no more than a 'decent' tte-bLhe pair on cover. However, on further
investigation a different story has emerged which ] can not fully explain. I hope
other members can help.
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On 1st June 1922 the 'Ad Astra' airline inaugurated a new route Geneva via ZUrich
to Nürnberg and return. Only 21 items of mail were put on board at Geneva and only
1 5 at Zürich. At Zürich Dubendorf airport a two-line cachet (Flugpost, Genve Zürich - Nürnberg) was supposed to be applied to outward mail only (not on the
return leg). This was the first 'overseas' service for Swiss aircraft from Zürich.
The cover is postmarked 31.V.22-15 Zürich Brf Aufg, and franked with 66c. It is
addressed 'Poste Restante, Geneva'.The 25c Tell was added in Geneva to re-direct
the envelope to Schaffhausen.
I believe this cover was intended for the 'outward' leg to Nürnberg for these
reasons: It is clearly philatelic franked with tete-beche pairs and sent Poste
Restante. It is marked 'Flugpost', though not endorsed 'Nürnberg' and seemingly
urgent, hence the registration.
(continued overleaf)
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The 66c rate is also of some significance, but here some conjecture is required
a
rate
letter
the
and
20c
was
)
The registered rate for inland letters (airmail
internal
further 20c, total 40c. Therefore this cover has too much postage for an
30c, the
is
rate
tion
registra
the
postage
overseas
flight from ZUrich to Geneva. For
plus
airmail
l)
(interna
20c
as
rate
letter
the
gives
e
Zumstein Specialised catalogu
as
rate
overseas
the
gives
'
Handbuch
Luftpost
'Schweiz
the
y
25c, ie, 45c. Curiousl
correct?
40c, which is
again the
As these rates total 70c or 75c depending on which catalogue is correct,
as
that
be
may
ion
cover is not correctly franked. However, one possible explanat
an
made
have
may
clerk
postal
this is the first overseas flight from ZUrich, the
Zumstein
the
with
this
tion;
registra
airmail
error and only charged the 'standard' 20c
rate of 45c would explain the franking.
cancel
The crucial 'Schweizer Flugpost' cancel of 1.VI.22 must be the ZUrich airport
in
there
was
cover
this
that
indicate
surely
would
'8'
reel.
of this type and the time
l'
'officia
the
have
not
it
does
why
So
flight.
NUrnberg
time to catch the outward
covers.
two-line cachet? It is hardly likely that it was overlooked among only 15
cover
If it went to NUrnberg should any cancellation have been added there? This
does not have one.
back to
The arrival cds at Geneva is 2.VI.22-6, did this indicate the mail got
fairly
seem
would
This
day?
next
Geneva late on the 1st and mail was sorted the
for
likely as Geneva - NUrnberg and return is a 1000km round trip, quite a journey
day.
such early aircraft in one
trip,
My own conclusion is that, although this cover was intended for the outward
any
if
know
without the official cachet or any NUrnberg receiving cancel (I don't
of
part
this
miss
were supposed to be applied in NUrnberg), it somehow managed to
Geneva,
to
ZUrich
from
the trip and instead was put on the flight for the final leg
which would explain the Geneva cds of the 2nd.
and, in particular,
I would greatly welcome other members comments on this cover
and why there
flight,
this
for
arrival
and
e
does anyone know the time of departur
was so little mail on board?
The five cancellations on the reverse of the cover are shown below.

UPDATE ON SALISBURY 2000

We now have a dealer in place
so bring along your 'Wants Lists'
and meet Werner Gattiker of
Leo Baresch Ltd on the 6th of
May. Details of speakers will
be announced next month D S
SLOGAN POSTMARK COLLECTION
FOR SALE - Over 500 items on
piece, nearly all different.
Nothing after the late 50s.
Also some 'K' cancels and
100s of others including
CDSs on loose stamps.
£50- or best offer.
Martin Mantell
20 Maple Grove
TROWBRIDGE BAI4 OHU 01 225 76 05 97

Switzerland Stamps and Postal History
You will have seen that I am again distributing
my Sales Lists through the Helvetia News
Letter. I also produce other lists on different
subjects of Swiss Philately and Postal History.
Please let me know if you would like to be on
my mailing list From my data base I am able
to produce a customised list to your specific
requirements. Please let me know your wants
and I will send a list just for you.
New Lists Available
BUNDESFEIER CARDS
COLLECTIONS and large LOTS
I have recently purchased a considerable
quantity of Commercial Mail. I can send on
Approval a selection of covers to suit your
needs, from the 1930s to 1990-s. Covering
General Issues Charities Post Marks etc.

Buying
Postal History
Collections
SCADTA Covers
Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15,
Harrogate HG1 1SL. Tel 01423 523152
E Mail K3fichrist • corn suserve.com
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Some regular members who had succumbed to the prevailing
Northern Group Meeting.
'flu bug over Christmas and the New Year had regained sufficient Helvetic enthusiasm to
stagger to the meeting which was held on the 7th January. Adding to our numbers was
Fred Pickard from the London Group whom we are always delighted to see. Before getting
down to the topic of the day, the Chairman, David Hope, congratulated Ian Gilchrist on
having been awarded a Gold at the "Day of the Stamp" Exhibition in Luzern in December.
Ian has worked for many years on his collection of Red Cross material which, at last, has
- finally received the recognition it deserves.
For the third successive year Tony Hoyle presented a display relating to Alpine
Passes, this part being equally as attractive and informative as the first two presentations.
As Tony explained in his introduction, this latest offering dealt mainly with those passes
which lead into and out of the Canton of Graubunden; S.Bernadino, Splügen, Julier, Fluela,
Oberalp, Maloja and Bernina. Each one in turn was illustrated not simply with philatelic
material past and present but by photographs, many of which were taken by the presenter
himself, modern postcards, but particularly vintage cards. The latter, many depicting the
early types of conveyances used over the passes, combined with postal material bearing
cancellations of offices and hotels which have long ago ceased to exist, conveyed the
sense of adventure which must have been felt by earlier travellers. Relating to the
Spliigen Pass was a rare official letter to Wergenstein, dated April 25, 1842, with
"Splügen" in blue script and a postcard of 1913 to St. Gallen from the tiny Italian
settlement of Monte Spluga. The Julier Pass offered numerous examples of SL
cancellations and Winteralpenpost strikes with cachets indicating delays due to adverse

weather conditions. From the Maloja Pass was a Sc card of 1899 with the first type of
canceller to be used, a SL "MALOYABERG" in blue with other items with "MALOJA KULM"

and "MALOJA KURSAAL" cancellations. An item posted at the Flüela Hospiz bore the SL
cancel of that name plus the c.d.s. "DAVOS DORF", whilst from the doctor at the military
post at the summit of the Oberalp Pass was a cover requiring no postage but with the
canceller "OBERALPSEE 2-IX-09" and the cachet "Der Chefarzt Der Gotthard
Befestigungen". The Bernina Pass into Italy produced numerous items with hotel and
mountain hut cachets and also an example of the rare SL "BERNINA-HAUS" strike, this
hyphenated variety being used between 1915 and 1925; then into Italy, an entire of 1846
with the "TIRANO" SL cancel. Moving much further westwards to the Joch Pass south of
Engelberg was the private SL "ENGSTLENALP (Bern)" of the Trubsee Hotel, whilst on the
frontier with France by the Col de la Forclaz was a postcard to Grimsby with 2c x 5 Cross
& Numeral stamps cancelled with the c.d.s. "CHATELARD-FRONTIERE 20-VIII-02". The
whole presentation was such that one immediately became absorbed, not merely in the
philatelic aspect of the display but actually in the atmosphere and lives of those who lived,
worked and travelled in what were, up to quite recent times, quite remote areas of this
mountainous country. Over these three presentations, Mr. Hoyle must have displayed at
least 500 sheets of meticulously mounted and written up material. A remarkable feat by
DC
any standard. Thank you, Tony!

9

G DoPTTD GI

_Empreintes_de-

machines a affranchir marquees par
la Direction generale PTT
24 mars 1939

111
PT
Direction generale des
postes, télégraphes et téléphones
suisses

000.
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Who can tell us what
card with an imprint
value. Discovered in
is as puzzled as the

about this plain post
in red, but no franking
a lot by a member who
Editor.
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PIONEER FLIGHTS 1913 by Evert Poel. Reprinted, with permission, from Jungfraupost,
the journal of the 'Studiegroep Zwitserland', Nederland and translated from the
Dutch by R S Johnson. (continued from September 1998, p68.)
OLTEN and the flights that did not take place
Introduction The town of Olten, the second largest in Canton Solothurn, was ready in
1913 to organize a first mail flight on behalf of the 'National Flugspende', but it
was proud of this time being ahead of its great brother and the cantonal capital
Solothurn. The town of Olten with its splendid wooden bridge over the river Aare is
now well known for its railway junction but it has always been politically and economically somewhat subordinate.
The flight was not to be. The archives contain no flights and no airmail flights.
first
Twice the organization was set up and twice the flight did not take place. The
then
and
Olten,
to
way
the
on
accident
an
had
Rech
pilot
the
because
time (5th May)
4 months later (31st August) because pilot Borrer withdrew at the last moment.
Yet 'Olten' exists for the 'aerophilatelist'. Because something philatelic has
come from the preparations, although scarce. For this reason a report about 'Olten'
can be written. For the air festivities on the 4th and 5th May the famous flyer
Oscar Bider had been approached to carry out the airmail flight from Olten to
nearb y Oensingen on 5th May but he had already agreed to carry out the first airmail
flight from Langnau im Emmenthal to the capital Bern on that day. The pilot Ernst
Rech offered himself though still very young but not wholly unknown. It was agreed.
There would be no special airmail vignette for use on the mail carried, but the
PTT had provided a special cancel with the inscription l' Flugpost Olten-Oensingen
5.V.13. Then there was the circular cachet of the committee with the Olten coat of
arms and the text 'Flugtag Olten 4 & 5 Mai 1913'. This cachet had already been
struck on about 100 postcards for sale.
Then came the report of a calamity. Rech, on the way to Olten, encountered a gust
of wind and crashed just before the start in Dubendorf. All activities ceased at
once. The organizing committee announced that a new 'Flugtag' would be arranged.
Only five or six 'proofs' of the special cancel are known (the original is in the
PTT Museum in Bern).
At the same time there were three picture postcards of Rech and his machine regarded as Airmail cards, about 100 of which had been struck with the cachet of the
organizing committee. On the days that followed a few of them were used postally.
All in all there was thus very little philatelic material left. But there was a
second flight coming!
FLUTAG OLTEN II 31 August 1913 - The organizing committee kept their promise. A new
airmail flight was organized that year over the same route and on 31st August. This
time there was an airmail vignette designed for the airmail fee. The design showed
a Bleriot, flying over the town with the spire and, naturally, the wooden bridge
over the Aare. Alas this festival did not happen. The exact reason is not quite
clear. There are two versions. The official one is that the pilot contracted by
the organization, Th Borrer, found the start and landing conditions inadequate. Thus
he did not venture on the flight. This version is given in Zumstein's Handbook of
1924 (page 259) as follows: "On the initiative of the Traffic and Embellishment
organization of Olten, a second airmail flight was to take place with the pilot
Borrer . . . . The preparations were agreed in all detail when the pilot declared
the conditions for taking off and landing at the chosen place were not favourable.
airAs, considering the short notice no better place could be found, this second
e
impossibl
became
stamps
of
mail flight did not take place, and further printing
by the destruction of the design on the stones."
The second version, given among others by the airmail pioneer specialist Max
Kronstein, is that it was hoped that Borrer would come, but he had not promised
definitely to come and he finally chose on that day to carry out the airmail flight
Grenchen-Solothurn, also organized for the benefit of the Nationale Flugspende.
The fact is that Borrer had made a kind of double agreement and finally chose the
airmail flight in Grenchen. Drama in Olten, again no air demonstration, again no
airmail flight in spite of all expectations.
The printer Rentsch in Trimbach-Olten had already made proofs of an airmail
vignette. One in black (first print), 16 examples in blue-green, 13 in yellow and
blue-green and, on another kind of paper, 24 in light green and 32 in dark green.
These latter were to be considered as the definitive design (approved for printing).
This latter is from the Schweiz Luftpost Handbook. In total 86 examples. That is
all the philatelic material of the intended flight!
(continued on the next page)
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There was no reason to continue printing and then perforate them. Furthermore no
special cards or cancels were prepared. These 86 stamps -(including a block of four)
remain to fascinate the collector. By their diversity in colour but above all for
their scarcity. Specialists can find small variations making it possible to position
each stamp - they were printed in sheets of two by two.
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Postcard used on 6th May

;'

Ruitag Offen,
Sonntag den 31. August 1913
nachmittags 2 Uhr

Pils igiorligo 0

cle=n6L
.M-Iapp

Pilot Ernst Rech

0 Scha - id
p

Rtiec3,ev :

Borrer

PTT-Museunz

-
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amio Sof oavwctv.

Poster for the 'Flutag

II'

Printers proof of vignette

If

Three of the variations
in the vignettes
I

,trw

••• nn SAM-1,t.

Urn•G.R.T301.7.111.1.041,i.T.X.

A query from D. Houtris: I have many postcards sent from Switzerland to the British Isles
in the early 1900 s, with 5c postage instead of 10c for overseas postage, which have the
words "Carte Postale" crossed out and "Imprime" (Printed Matter) added in manuscript by
the sender. My question is can any member let me know what postal regulation allowed this
practice, what the rules were, when it started and how long did it last?
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If you attend any of the LONDON Group meetings held in the Victory Services Club in Seymour Street you will
always be surprised at the gems that members keep producing from their collections. The meeting on 12 th
January with a title of 'Switzerland 1900-1909' was no exception. Of the 12 members present 9 including our
Chairman Claude Mistely had material to display.
As might be expected the 1900 UPU issue did feature quite prominently but not in the form of pages and pages
of plated stamps with errors and fly-specks. Instead there was an amazing collection of perfins that had taken
over twenty years to accumulate and some very fine postal history items - a 10c UPU card with all three stamp
values added was a good example. But pride of place must go to 2 pieces sent to China. One a 1900 cover with
25c UPU stamp had been addressed to a Sgt. in the German unit of the Expeditionary force sent to quell the
Boxer Rising. Just addressed to that unit the Chinese writing on the reverse was said to express difficulty in
finding the whereabouts of the unit. The second and associated piece, a 1900 dated 5c UPU card with
additional 5c stamp, was addressed to the SMS Hertia the German battleship then in the China Sea servicing the
expeditionary force. This card had been routed through Berlin but both items must have been sent by sea
because the Trans Siberian Railway was not completed until 1907.
Achille Hirsch of Chaux de Fonds advertised his VIGILANT brand of watches by producing a colourful label
surround into which postage stamps could be stuck. Two examples were shown, one with a numeral and tablet
stamp and the other with a standing Helvetia. In appearance the labels bear a relationship to the Kocher
stamps examples of which were also displayed.
Cancellations provided some interest - a collection of large T dues mainly on cards, and several fine 'razor
blades'. Those from Bellinzona showed all types but a 10c card from 1907 which had an additional 'PREONZO
Ticino' double line cancellation must have been an item all would have liked to add to their collection. But so
was the special postcard issued for the 1908 Gordon Bennett balloon race that had the special commemorative
circular date stamp. A block of 4 of the commemorative vignettes were shown with examples of all 6 of the
cards issued for this event hosted in Switzerland as winners of the previous year's race in Germany. Details are
listed at the back of the Schweizerisches LUF TPOST-HANDBUCH a new edition of which is due to be produced
this year.
Other very unusual material displayed included federal postal stationery envelopes produced for M.Kuffer
Mittelstrasse Berne - the 10c carmine with an extra printed 12c 1907 type Helvetia bust, the 25c envelope plus
15c Helvetia bust and a 10c carmine with 1907 2c Tellboy. Together with an excellent representative collection
of the stamps in use during the early 1900s, the postal stationery available, postcards of early Zeppelins and
ambulant cancellations members saw a series of very varied interests, a point made by Martin Kurriger in
JAC
giving the vote of thanks.
QUERY - from a member of another Philatelic Society

1
P
-4,

tifte

OCT

c,

PI/ZV_7
x2 enlargement from Ernmenegger

John Knight, a collector of mainly German material has raised a number of
questions regarding this cancellation. His copy is on an envelope dated
1863, posted in Naples and addressed to Sarnen. The letter has cds for
Napoli, Genova, Arona, Livorno, Schiffsbureau No2, Luzern, and Sarnen
so the route is clear. The Schiffsbureau cancellation though has no year,
just 27 AUG. All similar cancellations in my collection, although none date
1863, include the year. What have other members in their collection? Does
anybody know for certain that this cancellation was applied on board a
lake steamer or was it applied in Luzern as a route marking? Does the
No2 refered to relate a route, a particular boat, a specific canceller or
JAC
something else? What happened toSchiffsbureauNol?

Open to ALL members
Now is the time for all collectors to be assembling their entries of 12 sheets for each of the

ANNUAL CUP COMPETITIONS
HELVETIA SILVER CUP - is awarded annually for anything except postal history
MOORE TROPHY - is awarded annually for any aspect of postal history

March 8th 6.45 in the Victory Services Club, London
If you are unable to bring your entry send it by post to the Chairman to arrive
by Monday March 6th.
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YOU KNOW?

M Rutherfoord
- that the Y2K bug did byte the SP in one place! Nobody had thought
that the older cancelling machines, bought in the 60s and 70s from
KlUssendorf in Berlin, could not have '00' for the year, only '0',
ie, the two reels were not the same, incredible.
- that the NABA St. Gallen 2000 catalogue can now be bought for CHF 7at all POs. It consists of a main part, A4, 190 pages with articles
on all aspects of philately, and articles by dealers and advertisers,
full of coloured illustrations, in the appropriate language. The 2nd
part, also A4, 38 pages, contains all the layout plans, lists of
exhibitors, with descriptions of their exhibits. Another first is
that this catalogue contains a chit for the purchase of one stamp
made of lace (a speciality of St. Gallen) having a limited 'print'.
For those interested I will send a catalogue to the UK for CHF 15-.
In May a list will be published of the dealers, and other details.
- that until the end of 1969 Official letters were sent free, marked
'Amtlich' or 'Officiel', then they had to be paid for on a bulk
average system, marked in one or more languages, 'Pauschalfrankiert'
or 'Affranchi a forfait'. This would apply to the local fire brigade
correspondence, but not to the local football club. Spot checks were
made by the PTT to ascertain if the regular monthly payments were
sufficient to cover the actual postage used. This system has now
been abandoned, for the parcels at the end of 1999, and for the
letters at the end of 2000. This means more work for a lot of secretaries, and the purchase of a lot of new franking machines, and
perhaps more money to the SP. Typically this information has not been
made public, only to the affected organisations.
- that, as mentioned here last month, the SP is charging such high
fees to use slogans in their cancelling machines that their use has
dropped dramatically. In January 1999 - 38 used, January 2000 only 9.
The local publicity slogans remain in service. At the end of December
1997 the Swisscom withdrew all their slogans. Now we will see how
the remaining charities react, their usage dropped from 15 to 4.
- that the new SP Director, Reto Braun, has given up after 16 months,
'Post' too political, ie, cannot change everything with only profit
in mind, public service has to be considered. The parliament did not
give him a clear enough mandate, as they want both.
- that my note on the first PTT FDC, for the Gotthard stamps of
31.5.1932, cannot be correct. I took it from an old SBZ or BBZ. The
first time the grey PTT label, saying 'First Day Cover' in three
languages (D F I) with cross on the left, was used was on 6.IX.41
for 750 Years Bern, not as given in the label catalogue with Jan 48,
and showing cross on the right. In the PTA of 1932 there was no
mention of any sort of FDC service, but it might have been known to
collectors in Bern_ Ia this_ PTA of 18.5_32 it was_stated that these
stamps were to be sold exclusively on Tuesday 31st May and 1st June,
afterwards only on demand, until the end of July. Validity ceased
at the end of 1932. Strict in those days.
- that the new Luftpost Handbook will be available at the Aerophilatelists Day in DUbendorf on 15/16 April 2000, at a price of
CHF 75.-. Previous issue was in 1992.
- that the answer to the rates question last month is that the SP
charge a fee of 20c for each non-standard letter or card; strange
shapes, smaller than 140 x 90mm (the chocolate bar was only 80mm
wide), or too thin etc. The fee is shown in the stamps used. This
is to cover the costs of special handling as such items cannot be
sorted automatically. Introduced on 1st February 1991, with A & B
post. Seldom collected; Fr.1.10/.90 correct.
- that a nice pair of cancels were used at the change of year, below.
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RIGI-SCHEIDECK HOTEL POST ENVELOPE query on page 5 last month
envelope this is.
Derek and Ruth Dawson have written to say what a super Hotel Post
have and seen no
they
ation
inform
Post
Hotel
They have looked right through all the
. The straightcachet
ck
cheide
Rigi-S
the
for
1864
as
envelopes with such an early date
hence the Federal
forward route over the mountain from the Scheideck is to Gersau,
denotes that
postmark. They can only suggest that the 'Franco' over the 10c stamp
or indeed it did
,
the stamp was paid for at the Scheideck and initiated by the porter
pay for the carriage down to Gersau, but who can ever be sure.
pe that the
One interesting thing is that it looks from the back of the envelo
the Scheideck.
to
over
walked
s
writer was stopping at the Rigi Kulm, and had perhap
t "Kulm am
sugges
only
can
and
sure
for
We don't know what the initials I< a R can be
posted
and
place
one
at
n
writte
cards
two
Rigi" (Top of the Rigi). They have one or
from
marked
post
and
d
stampe
l
Staffe
Rigi
of
from another, their best being a card
query!
this
to
s
answer
have
s
member
the Gotthard. Do any other
of the July HNL
COMMUNIST INITIATIVE POSTCARD query from John Pearson on the front
'BB', ie, the Bound
Michael Rutherfoord, with the help of friends was pointed to the
referendums. There
and
tives
Books containing all the Swiss laws and reports, initia
and, at that
Sunday
a
on
s
(alway
3rd December 1922
was a referendum held on Sunday
y
ed by 736 952
reject
ely
massiv
was
it
and
)
time, also on the Saturda evening before
to 109 702.
signatures (the
An initiative had been handed in on 13.9.1921 with 87'332 valid
asking for a
minimum needed is 50 000) collected by the Social Democratic Party,
000 or more
.50
Fr
of
ty
law to be introduced in which all those with fixed proper
from which
Fund
l
Federa
a
to
would have to make a payment of 8%, and rising steeply,
the
among
ss
distre
ate
allevi
to
the Cantons and the communes could receive moneys
any
and
War,
Great
the
during
e
fortun
a
made
needy. This did not suit those who had
d
worrie
ularly
partic
was
Church
ic
Cathol
the
s
Perhap
lurid propaganda was acceptable.
deln)
icism, Einsie
(the postcard in question had been printed at the centre of cathol
.
priced
and
ed
survey
sions
posses
and did not want their
ence in Birmingham in
, The start of this ill-fated scheme was made at the TUC Confer
s European countries
1916, but was rejected by the British Parliament in 1919. Variou
attempted it, but with no success.
surface".
An interesting question, and Michael says he "has only scraped the

SH PHILATELIC
The London Group meeting IN APRIL will be held at theY BRITI6th of April.
CENTRE, 107 Charterhouse Street, London EC1 on SUNDA thein April.
There will NOT be a meeting in the Victory Services Clubding tea/coffee
This Sunday meeting will be from 2.00pm to 6.00pm inclu
Newsletter.
and biscuits. Further details will be included in the March
1999 Newsletter.
SCHLIEREN GASWORKS, NEW K-CANCEL shown on page 89 of the December
the west of Zürich.
Schlieren, a town with now about 12 000 inhabitants, lies just to
land and, as
ren
Schlie
on
In 1898 Zürich built its gasworks just over the border
This helped
ren.
Schlie
into
y
tramwa
its
compensation for this crivilige Zürich ran
the industrialisation of Schlieren.
Switzerland received
About 30 years ago the extensive gasworks were closed down when
for storage and
its gas from Russia.For some years the five gasometers were used
rial Archaeoligists
Indust
pressure stabilisation. Now they are standing empty, but the
el is part of
K-canc
The
ved.
and National Heritage groups want at least one preser
foord
Ruther
M
this campaign, and unique.
asked for help from
POSTAL CANCELLATIONS ON FISCAL STAMPS - Back in 1987 Gene Kelly
his famous Catalogue
of
3
members who had such cancels. In the 3rd edition of Volume
of Swiss Tax Stamps all is revealed.
50 times more
What started Gene on his quest for the truth were the dealers askingSome 40 years
cto.
and
'rare'
was
it
ng
claimi
,
for these stamps with a post cancel
post cancels!
ago Gene bought a stock book full of Bern Brown Bears - 20% had
why post cancels were required.
The hunt started. Gene found a copy of the law on
ing the use of the
He also found several thousand Post Administration Orders regard
include fiscal
POS
some
Kanton Tax Stamps by the Post. The PO inventory sheets in
Federal stamps.
have
to
had
POs
all
stamps in those cantons with money transfer laws;
post cancels
that
know
you
Now
read.
to
All illustrated in Gene's catalogue for all
Gene.
again
on tax stamps are not rarer than hen's teeth. Thank you
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Michael Rutherfoord
A REGISTRATION PROBLEM FROM 1863
In 1981 Dr Felix Ganz sent me a copy of an interesting cover, see
below, sent from Entlebuch to Schffpfheim, 6 km along the Kleine
Emme river in Canton Luzern, in 1863. This would be_well within the
local Rayon of 9.6 km, and the registration doubled the 5c to 10c.
In Canton Luzern at that time registration was indicated by the red
ink cross-hatching, as explained to me by Felix, correctly. His
question concerned the number 853 in manuscript, which was also on
the letter in the sealed envelope and which, to his mind, would
exclude it from being a postally-registered letter. I could not
answer it then, but now an experienced collector of postal history
material has said that at that time firms (the letter was from a
firm "Zemp") were allowed to number registered letters themselves.
This is still practised today by banks and larger companies who
can get blocks of 1000 labels from the PO.
Has any member seen anything like this before?
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Do you have something in your collection which is a puzzle - perhaps an unusual
mark or combination of stamps and labels? Send a good black and white copy and
a description, if in colour it must be very sharp, and it will appear in the
Newsletter. You may be lucky and get an answer.
HELV PHIL SOC NEWSL
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THE "RARE" FLIGHT COVER ON THE FRONT OF THE FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER
Alex Newall writes to say that he is afraid it is not one of Switzerland's rarest.
He believes that it is a philatelic effort where a number of covers were sent from
Zdrich to Geneva, collected from the Poste Restante for the return flight on 3rd June,
and forwarded in ZOrich to Schaffhausen. The rate for the flight should be 20c+20c
plus an airmail surcharge of 25c, this surcharge applicable regardless of destination.
The 25c was added after collecting the mail from the Poste Restante in Geneva. The
cover was carried on the Ad Astra flight that finished in Nurnberg, but was never
intended to cover the whole route. Alex Newall has an almost identical cover but with
the Registration Number 774: as Mr Mantell's is No. 782 the person who prepared them
must have posted at least nine covers.
Werner Gattiker also wrote to say that the re-direction could have been free and
the 25c was a further airmail surcharge - will we ever know?

Heinz Katcher writes to say that he was instrumental in having
Rawnsley, our late Editor, published in the Berner Briefmarken
dealt with the Swiss Postal Agencies Abroad and was originally
Newsletter in 1961. Copies of the article can be obtained from

an article by Mrs
Zeitung. The article
published here in the
our Library.

SCHIFFSBUREAU LUZERN TRANSIT MARKS on page 14 last month.
L E Stiles writes to say that he has two covers with these marks. The first is from
Intra (Piedmont) to Schwyz dated 3 Oct, 23mm diameter, no year and the arrival mark
of Schwyz 3 Oct 62. The second is from Klus (Uri) to Luzern dated 20 Marz 65, dia 21mm.
Les reminds us that there are two articles on the subject in the Newsletter. That
in September 1973 by G D Wilson & G G Ritchie records the mark queried by Mr Knight
but offers no further comment except that it is known from 1862. In November 1973
Dr Ganz added to this with an article which included the comment "a very elusive
postmark reading (in French) 'Fluelen a Luzern' from 1863. One single strike was
known at the time, discovered 6 months previously.
FOR SALE - Album Weeds by Rev Earee, How to detect Forged Stamps. 2nd Edition 1892
726 pages (35 Swiss) - £50-. Also the 3rd Edition, sectional reprint, Letter '5'
514 pages (75 Swiss) £14-. No reply means already sold. Write to: C Griffiths,
19 Parsonage Road, Long Ashton, Bristol BS41 9LL.
NEW SWISS LETTER RATES FOR 1st July 2000
After a number of confusing rumours
the SP have published their new rates,
which are subject to approval of the
Federal Council. Basically the old
system of one rate up to 250g, introduced in 1884 on the 1st November at
10c for local post and changed on the
1st December 1891 to 5c, is broken
into three weight steps for A & B post,
inland only. Present rate shown ( )
up to, g
50
100
250

A
.80 (.70)
1.- (.90)
.90 (.70)
1.20 (.90)
1.50 (.90) 1.30 (.70)

The vast majority of letters are well
below 50g, and the heavier ones are
usually unsuitable for automatic sorting
in any case. Curiously the SP state that
business firms will receive a rebate
on total postage. How will that work?
ARTICLES ARE NEEDED for the
Newsletter. What are you going

Switzerland Stamps and Postal History
Thanks to those of you who have kindly
ordered from my last list. If you have not yet
sent me the form registering your wants please
do so, I believe you will find it of benefit, as I will
then be able to send you specialised lists to
your requirements. The following Lists will not
be circulated in the News Letter so if you would
li ke a copy please advise and I will send.

PRO JUVENTUTE CARDS
BUNDESFEIER CARDS
COLLECTIONS and Large LOTS
'DAY OF THE STAMP Cards and Envelopes
I have recently purchased a considerable
quantity of Commercial Mail. I can send on
Approval a selection of covers to suit your
needs, from the 1930 s to 1990s. Covering
General Issues Charities Post Marks etc.

Buying
Postal History
Collections

to do to help other members?

SCADTA Covers
Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15,

Even small items go to make up
a part of a page like this

Harrogate HG1 ISL. Tel 01423 523152
E Mail IGilchrist • com•userve.com
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THE POSTAL RATES IN THE SWISS CANTON TICINO 1799-1849 A S Newall
No aspect of postal history of a country, or of one of its provinces, can be
studied without reference to political developments of the period. During the
15 years that followed 1799, Europe was in the throes of the recurring war
between the alliance of British, Austrian, Russian and Brussian forces against
France before and during Napolenic supremacy.
Ticino suffered with the rest of Switzerland. Before that period it was a
dependency of the Canton of Uri. In 1803 Ticino started life as an independent
canton with a great number of problems which followed centuries of subjection.
Most of the postal services across the canton were run by the canton of Zdrich
rather in keeping with their business interests than those of the local population. In fact the rates outlined below are those established in Zdrich for
use internally in Ticino.
Destination

Origin

Leventina Biasca & Bellinzona
Blenio

Leventina
& Blenio

Locarno
(Vallemagia)

Lugano Mendrisio

abcd

abcd

abcd

abcd

abcd

234

234

2348

3 5 7 10

3 5 7 10 3 6 8 12

234 6

234 6 346 8

8

8

Bellinzona 2 3 4 8 2 3 4 8

abcd

Locarno

3 5 7 10 3 5 7 10

2346

- - - -

234

6 346

8

Lugano

3 5 7 10 3 5 7 10

2346

234

- - - - 123

4

Mendrisio

4 6 8 12 4 6 8 12

3468

346 8

6

123

4 --- -

a=simple letter; b=double letter; c= 12oz letter; d=loz letter.
Rates are given in Soldi Milanesi which were worth more than those of Ticino.
(4 soldi Milanesi = 5 soldi Ticinesi.)
A simple letter was written on one piece of paper which served as an envelope.
A double letter was written on a letter heading within the envelope.
Zdrich rates valid since 1790 were supposed to remain unchanged when the administration of Ticino's postal services was passed to the canton of Luzern in 1809.
Monnier, the Luzern delegate who was to run the services in Ticino, was most
negligent and there was a continuous flow of complaints of overcharging and
non-delivery. In reality the local population was often relying on individual
negotiations with the postmen.
The civilian population's attitude to war differed greatly at the beginning
of the 18th century to that of today. Well-organized postal services could
operate almost normally while the country was invaded or occupied, or while
foreign armies passed through it We are told that when the future of Europe was being decided on the fields near Waterloo, 2 km away peasants ploughed and
harrowed their fields.
Among many, two dates must be kept in mind: 21st October 1802 when the Ftench
General Ney's forces occupied the 13 Cantons; 7th October 1810 when, following
Napoleon's instructions, the Italian army occupies Ticino.
Irrespective of these events the postal arrangements were working almost normally. Zurich aciministered them successfully under the directorate of Pietro
Rossi until the expiry of the lease in 1809. Now the lease was granted to Luzern
with disastrous results. Zurich, however, did not abandon its services and the
two cantons ran their own in competition. Luzern was forced to improve its
performance, Monnier was sacked on the 4th of May 1810 and replaced by Peterman.
After 1812 and Waterloo the Napoleonic era ended in 1815.
New rates covering the whole of the, then, Swiss territories were issued on
the 20th of September 1815.
The changes within the canton of Ticino seemed to affect only the rates to
Mendrisio. Note that Leventina included: Airolo, Ambri, Dazio, Faido, Giornico,
Bodio & Biasca. Locarno & Vallemaggia included Maggia, Bigniasco & Cevio.
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Destination

Origin
Leventina
abc

d

Bellinzona

Biasca &
Blenio
abc

d

Locarno
(Vallemagia)

Mendrisio

Lugano

abcd

abcd

abcd

abcd

Leventina

234 8

234 8

2348

3 5 7 10

3 5 7 10

3 6 8 12

Bellinzona

234 8

234 8

- - - -

234 6

234 6

3 5 7 10

Locarno

3 5 7 10

3 5 7 10

2346

- - -

234 6

346 8

-

123 4

Lugano

3 5 7 10

3 5 7 10

3468

234

Mendrisio

4 6 8 12

4 6 8 12

3468

346

6

- - -

8

123 4

---

-

Rates for mail from and to the rest of the Swiss Confederation from 30.8.1815
As can be seen these rates were valid for the whole of the Canton Ticino.
Confederation territories

Altdorf
Appenzell
Aargau
Basel
Bern & Burgdorf
•
Glarus
Fribourg & Bulle
Geneve
Graubunden, over Zfirich
Luzern (city)
(its territories)
Neuchgtel
(its territories)
St. Gallen (city)
(its territories)
Schaffhausen
Solothurn
Schwyz
Thurgau
Unterwalden
Vaud
Zug
Zfirich (city)
(its territories)

Leventina, Biasca & Blenio, Bellinzona, Locarno,
Lugano, Mendrisio & Vallemagia
2
8
11
10
10
8
13
16
9
4
5
13
16
8
10
8
11
4
9
5
13
5
5
6

3
12
16
16
16
14
19
24
14
6
8
19
24
14
16
12
16
6
14
8
19
8
7
8

4
16
22
20
20
16
26
32
18
8
10
26
32
16
20
16
22
8
18
10
26
10
10
12

32
44
40
40
32
52
64
36
16
20
52
64
32
40
32
44
16
36
20
52
20
20
24

By the decree of the 23rd of July 1835 Ticino took over the administration of its
postal services. While the internal tariffs were confirmed unchanged, it is of
interest to see how the external ones were set, still based on a simple letter
of 71/2g and expressed in soldi Milanesi (soldi di cassa).
Arriving from the States of Sardinia such a letter cost in Locarno:
131/2 soldi
From Torino
31/2 soldi
From Cannero
18 soldi
Nizza
41/2 soldi
Intra
20 soldi
Sardinia
81/2 soldi
Novara
In Bellinzona and in Valle Magia such a letter would cost 1 soldo more.
In Lugano, Mendrisio, Riviera, Blenio and Leventina it would cost 2 soldi more.
Arriving in Lugano or Mendrisio from:
South of France, Naples Germany,
2 soldi
Como, Varese
Hungary, Bohemia
3
Bergamo, Pavia
Holland, Belgium, Poland
5
Brescia, Piacenza
Greece, England, Spain
7
Udine, Bologna
Portugal, Russia
Rome, Dalmatia,
Turkey and overseas
10
Styria, larnten
Any mail intended to cross Milanese territory had to carry a prepayment

15
20
30
40
trs
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of 2 soldi di cassa. Letters from and to Bellinzona, Locarno, Vallemaggia, Riviera,

Blenio and Leventina cost 2 Soldi more. Registered letters cost double.
The decree of the 13th of January 1842 made every postal district responsible for
having "corrieri pedoni" whose task was to visit every postal depot at least once
a week. The decree (regolamento organico) issued on the 30th of May 1843 divided
the postal services in the entire canton into six classes:
Airolo, Bellinzona, Chiasso, Locarno and Lugano.
Class 1 (5 offices)
Biasca, Magadino and Mendrisio.
Class 2 (3 offices)
Class 3 (10 offices) Ambri, Balerna, Bironico, Bodio, Cadenazzo, Faido, Giornico,
Melano, Osogna and Taverne.
Acquarossa, Aquila, Bignasco, Cevio, Dongio, Maggia,
Class 4 (10 depots)
Malvaglia, Olivone, Sernico and Torre.
Local depots connected with the post offices by "corrieri pedoni".
Class 5
Depots maintained by local communities.
Class 6
The decree issued by the Great Council on the 8th of May 1847 had finally introduced
unitary rates for the whole Swiss Confederation (Leggi e decretti, 3a raccolta).
This was as follows:
Letters up to 1/4oz (or 71/2g) in the first three classes 2.6 soldi di cassa (soldi Milanese)
4.0
Letters up to lloz
5.6
Letters 1/2 to 3/4oz
7.0
Letters 3/4 to loz
8.6
Letters 1 to 13/4oz
1.6 soldi per 3/4oz
Thereafter
In addition a general tax of 1.2 soldi was levied on every letter.
There was also a surcharge in classes 4 to 6. Registered mail cost double.
All these changes were due to the unceasing efforts of the Director of the postal
services in the canton of Ticino, Col. Franchino Rusca (1836 - 1848). He was also
responsible for a series of reciprocal arrangements such as those with the cantons
of nrich, Graubunden and Basel, the Kingdom of Sardinia, and with the company
responsible for the services on Lago Maggiore.
These last notes are worthy of some further attention. The first steam ship appeared on the lake of Geneva 7 years after Stephenson perfected his steam engine
(1821). Ships on Lake Maggiore (Roman 'Lacus Verbanus') carried traffic between
Italy and Switzerland since time immemorial. In 1825 an agreement was reached between
the Imperial Austrian Government, that of the Kingdom of Sardinia and the Canton of
Ticino allowing for the granting of a concession to operate a steam ship on the lake.
The agreement covered mail-carrying services between the three countries. The first
mail ship named "Verbano" was a wooden steamer with a British 14hp engine whose
first captain was a Scott named Cooper. She provided a daily service Magadino Arona - Sesto Calende - Magadino. Mail was brought to the ship at any of the stops
mentioned and fees were collected, so to say, at source. After the fall of Napoleon
and the Treaty of Vienna in 1814 the shores of the lake were shared by five countries
and the rates charged are rather difficult to ascertain.
The whole story of the service before the opening of the St. Gotthard railway
tunnel in 1881, and after this locally most important event, is still subject to
extensive research and deserves an article of its own.
THE SCHAFFHAUSEN SALIENT - query from Ken Reeves on page 83 of the November 1999 HNL
Michael Rutherfoord has carried out some research into this. He says "look at a map
for Ramsen NNW of Stein-am-Rhin, that was the area where the border was 'open'. The
escapee had to get to the Police Station. The army would hand him back to the Germans!
I once met, briefly, the daughter of that policeman in Ramsen; she confirmed this.
I have been to that part of the border, but cannot say that I could see the 'point'."
Michael says that he is now reading Airey Neave's book to locate this text, or did
he tell the whole truth then? His book came out in 1953 and Ramsen is shown on the
map in the book.
RAYON us - A new member who has acquired a few is keen to learn more about identifying
stones and the positions. Can any member suggest something? It will be published in
the Newsletter to help all members - let the Editor know please.
ADVERTISING LABELS - You know, the colourful labels that appear on covers for HYSPA,
Comptoir Suisse and others. What are they worth and is there a book about them? Let
the Editor know to answer another member's query.
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SALISBURY 2000 - Saturday 6th May
The Wessex Group meeting will be at the Clovel ly Hotel, Mill Road, Sal isbury,
which is near the Rai lway Station. We recommend participants coming by car to
,
use the station car park. There will be a nominal charge for coffee, tea & biscuits
arrival.
on
morning and afternoon. Refreshments and cold lunch will be bookable
There are several other restaurants nearby.
s
Reception, with coffee & biscuits, will be 10.30 to 11.00 am. Various display
e
introduc
will
,
will be set out and, among our invited speakers, Fred Pickard FRPSL
out
through
nce
'Revenues ' . Werner Gattiker of Leo Baresch Ltd. will be in attenda
dings
the day to deal with your Swiss, and related, philatelic requirements. Procee
will terminate about 4.00 pm.
on
Please contact Don Symonds, Whitecot, Furzehi 11, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 4HD (or
an
have
to
telephone number 01 202 88 36 09). DON'T WAIT - BOOK NOW We would like
it
idea of the numbers attending beforehand to faci late catering and seating. Make
WAS
a day out for Swiss philately.
Competition time came round once again for the Northern Group when it met in
Leeds on the 5th February, judging of the entries being a communal effort with all
attending given the opportunity of expressing their choice through the ballot paper. All
very democratic! There being the usual five categories, the outcome of this process was
as follows:"1900 U.P.U."; R. A. Hoyle.
(a) Philatelic.
"Early T.P.O.s; P. Vaughan.
(b) Postal History.
"1870-1907 Postcards"; D. Hope.
(c) Postal Stationery.
"Switzerland - A History of Stamps"; D. Whitworth.
(d) Thematic.
"Swiss Airmails to Asia"; D. Cairns.
(e) Aerophilatelic.
Following the second judging of the above five entries, the "Highsted Cup" was
awarded to Tony Hoyle, whilst your correspondent received the "Moore Bowl".
For those members of HPS who may not be aware of the origins of these two
trophies (the London Group also has a "Moore Trophy"), they are named after the donors.
John Highsted was one of the founder members of the Northern Group in 1950, the actual
instigator of the group being Laurence Moore. Both contributed much to the Society as a
whole until their deaths in 1978 and 1989 respectively. The "Highsted Cup" is in silver
whilst the "Moore Bowl" is in oak, with a carved mouse in the centre, this being the
D.C.
trademark of Thompson, the "Mouseman of Kilburn" in North Yorkshire.
people's minds. Mine
A title of 'Standing Helvetias' for a meeting conjures up a variety of expectations in most
issues, the
saw rows of stamps neatly displayed in some sort of chronological order starting with white paper
the title of
to
different perforations, the two control watermarks and ending with the 1907 issues. With the addition
to try to
mistake
major
a
clearly
'what to look for' a modicum of doubt began to creep into my preconceptions. It is
Victory
the
in
9th
February
ay
Wednesd
imagine just what any title hides at a LONDON meeting of the Society. On
member
Services Club, Seymour Street, once again members expectations were completely misplaced when Society
cover.
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certainly agreed that this display of mainly stamps had inspired them to look again at their Standing Helvetias
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excellent and greatly appreciated evening, thank you Don.
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HONOUR FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
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At a meeting of the Council of The Royal Philatelic Society London held recently
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Mrs H Alma Lee, RDP, FRPSL, was elected as an Honorary Fellow
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Did you know?

.

M Rutherfoord

- that 'Promopost' is probably new to you also, but is a typical new
designation of a postal service, usually derived from an English. expression, in this case 'promotion' of sales, of the non-addressed
delivery of advertising matter. This started in July 1937, according
to Zumstein, with a price of 2c for 50 items, and now for a minimum
of 1000 copies of up to 500g for 9c in built-up areas. However, this
service is of little interest to philatelists, as there are no stamps
or cancels used, nor any mark which can distinguish from privately
distributed junk, but it brings in money.
- that the above service has had some unwanted publicity, as the SP
in Ticino refused to distribute a pamphlet to all households in
Bellinzona and Lugano asking for support to prevent the SP closing
practically all sub-POs. The SP justified this by quoting rule 4 of
the January 2000 regulations, "against the interest of the Post".
Was this Political censorship?
- that under the 'Optima' programme about 600 POs will be closed,
bringing the total down to 3000. Vast differences exist with a PO in
a mountain village (open only a few hours a day) serving perhaps only
100 inhabitants, and in the cities 10 000 dwellers-having to queue at the only PO in their area. Nevertheless Switzerland has the greatest density of POs per 1000 inhabitants in the world. Not an easy
problem to solve.
- that the number of inhabitants per PO are:CH_1961; GB 3089; G 5641;
and the USA 7000.
- that all this does affect. philatelists in that more and more automatic gadgets will produce non-collectable receipts and stick-ons,
not nice stamps. These can be obtained in ever-increasing quantities
from the SP Souvenir Shops, sorry, Philatelic Bureaux. The latest
issue of March 3rd got me confused, the most colourful set of six
definitives ever issued. See the three FD cancels below.
- that the BBZ for February reveals some more information on the new
rates, which is seeping into daily newspapers. Details will follow
when approved by the Federal Council. Part of the rise Of the parcel
rates is because when a parcel is sent from Chiasso 1 to Chiasso 2,
it first has to cross the Alps to be electronically sorted in the
new centre in Canton Solothurn. It is reasonable that a letter would
have to go to Bellinzona for sorting, at least 100 times lighter
than the parcel, strange.
- that the SP has made a good thing of selling three of the best
sheetlets as an uncut sheet, see page 33 of the October issue of
'Focus'; is there a market for the resulting gutter pairs?
- that Rölli got a surprise when many catalogues for his forthcoming
auction-.on the 24-26th of February were 'lost' by the SP, They wrote
to all Mill customers to apologise. Mine came a week after the first
viewing date of the 28th of January.
- that all 33 letter-coding machines in Switzerland have now been
converted to give 'Quality of Service' information, ie, where did a
letter get held up? For this each letter receives a unique number.
The new code is not as easy to read as the older system.
- that Honegger of Schmerikon has distributed another annual "AltSchweiz" catalogue, beautifully produced, circa 100 pages in full
colour. Write to him in English.
4.44
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The three first day cancels for the
new stamps issued for the Centenary
of the International Union of Cyclists,
the 'Souvenirs' definitives set, and
the stamp for the Basel Carnival.

SALISBURY 2000 - Saturday 6th May (top of facing page)
Alan Payne has agreed to give the display in the first session and has as his
subject the Postal History of Luzern. See further information next month.
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Stuart R MacKenzie

FAHRPOST - PARCEL POST

It was with interest that I read John Cordingley's article 'Postmark Corner' in the
August 1999 issue of the Newsletter. I have collected Fahrpost cancels for many
years, both on and off cover. I suppose I have had the privilege of being a dealer
and managed to pick out many copies from old collections that have come my way (alas
the old collections are not available these days).
In trying to present them I prepared templates of all the known types and copied
eight to ten of each example on A4 paper. The basis being those illustrated in
Groups 95, 98 and 99 of A & E, and for those not illustrated I drew them from overlaying several examples to get the correct dimensions of the frames. My aim was to
find as many examples used on the various stamp issues. So, when I acquired an
example I only had to mount it on the respective page and cut it out for mounting.
I hope the following will be of interest to members and some converts.
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Query of the Month

JAC

This interesting item turned up in an auction lot! The first thought was that the stamps are a panel from a
sheet prepared for a stamp booklet. However the position of the 20c within the 3c stamps would seem to
make this unlikely because it does not fit the printing patterns needed for booklet panes. The panel does
have some similarity to the form of the 1934 landscape stamps printed within the NABA miniature sheet.
So could this be a trial printing for another commemorative sheet that somehow got into circulation?
Miniature sheets all have an outer printed border and this panel is without. Any border would have been
removed to get it onto what is quite a large envelope. Have members similar blocks in their collections
and can anyone provide any information about this curious item?
toe
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AN ANSWER TO THE QUERY on page 11 of the February Newsletter, from Michael Rutherfoord.
My first reaction was to check the date, 24.3.1939, in the [Hirst Franking Machine
catalogue. In Vol. 2, p 178, Type C-2A, Hasler F22 franking meter, 3 digits, 6 values
from 5 to 60c known, earliest date 23.3.39. I sent Heiner Ddrst a copy and then rang
him. This type is known, as issued by the PTT for all types of these imprints to all
UPU members (from 1930 to 1998). It is unusual for such official cards to reach the
market. See also the article by Stuart MacKenzie on p 88 of the Newsletter last year.
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HISTORICAL NOTES on the firm of GUller, makers of cancellers for the PTT
reproduced with the permission of the CPh H
Johann Jakob GUller had a talent for making exact sketches which turned his attention
to engraving in steel to the extent that at the early age of 20 he started a small
workshop in his father's farmhouse in the village of Hettikon on the western edge of
the Canton of ZUrich in the year 1845. Little is actually known of his products, but
apparently they were successful for him to establish a small factory in 1864 which,
with later extensions, still exists today.
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identifiable by the 'Elzevir' (serifed) letters and numerals used. The earliest
used example so far found is that of "Aarau BR.EX dated 25.1.66 IV-. None, however,
have survived. Only one is shown in the &tiller books, that for Zurich, on the first
page, and is the second type known for Zurich.
During 1867 a few more were made with 'Grotesk' (san-serif) letters before the
trial period was successfully completed and a definite order could be placed. All
future cancellers for Switzerland used only 'Grotesk".
On the 23rd of November 1867 the Post Office contracted the firm of J J GUller to
deliver all future cancellers for post offices and railway travelling offices (TPO).
Of the period of these trials only this final contract has been found, so it is
not known if any other firms made any of these cancellers.
GUller produced about 600 cancellers in the 3 years 1868/69/70, so very few of the
old type of canceller were used after 1870.
Those 'Gdller' cancellers, round with date bridge and vertical bars in the upper
and lower segments, became known throughout Europe as 'Swiss Cancels" and were copied
in many countries. GUller was not able to patent his idea as only in 1888 did
Switzerland open a patent office. However, we do not know, as yet, whether the idea
of separate wheels with engraved numbers for day, month, year and hour actually
originated in Switzerland.
Another problem not easy to solve was how to lock the wheels firmly in place after
setting the date. Some of these cancellers can be seen in the Museum for Communication
in Bern.
In 1869 a number of postal depots were opened in small villages and were provided
with small round date cancellers, but not showing the year, only day and month, socalled 'Zwerg-Stempel' (dwarf cancellers). The first trial set of ten (AW 139) were
delivered by GUller in late 1868. The main order for about 210 had an even smaller
diameter; these were delivered from 1869 to about 1871 ( MR 138).
However, of those listed in AW eleven are not shown in the GUller book. Were they
forgotten, or were they to be found under the missing numbers of this period? In
the Museum for Communication I found two of them, but inscribed J F Klein, Zdrich.
Did this firm (no connection with the present firm of Speckert & Klein in Zurich)
make all the missing ones, and perhaps also the eleven of AW 140, none of which are
shown in the Güller books? From his study of the numerals, Karl Gebert thinks that
this is likely.
Until the end of 1875 the bars were thin and close together and as such probably
difficult to clean so that later cancellers were made with thicker and fewer bars.
During the first years of production Gfiller produced about 15 to 20 cancellers
per month, but the date shown (in the Handbooks) up until February 1881 (No. 4212)
was randomly set and therefore is no indication of when the canceller was actually
put into service.
In 1889 GUller was given the order to make "Aushilfs-Stempel" (AW 94 A) ie, temporary replacement cancellers needed in an emergency. About 25 were made in brass,
with insertable letters and having a set of date wheels, for day, month and year.
They are still in use.
All these Galler cancellers were rigid, which meant that the strike had to be
absolutely flat to give a good,complete impression.
(continued on page 28)
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Examples of Mier cancels for foreign countries.
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Two trial cancellers with closed date bridge, two with "Razor Blade" bridge
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These four trial cancels - newly discovered by Pierre Guinand in the PTT archives are trial cancels with heavy bars (1902) and indicate that de Coppet was pushing
the PTT with examples, in preparation for the order he was hoping for, and show
that the Razor Blade shape was going to be a temporary device only.
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This led Frederic de Coppet, a teacher at the Trades School in Lausanne, to think
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which became known as the "Razor Blade" type. However, they gave a great deal
trouble because of mechanical failures.
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In spite of this F de Coppet was still trying to obtain a big order from the
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and he was given a last chance with another order for an improved model
new
delivered to all postal district headquarters on the 27th of June 1902. This
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model was accepted and he received a new patent (No. 26863) on 12th January
handOn the 16th of April 1903 he obtained the order from the PTT for his flexible
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stamp for all future handstamps with time reels and train nlimbers. This, however,
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more than what his little workshop in Lausanne (or Geneve?) could produce
had Gtller produce them for him.
Recently Pierre Guinand found four "normal" trial cancellers that de Coppet made
for the PTT in October 1902, ie, during the second trial period, with heavy bars
and letters.
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one made to de Coppet's next patent.
On the 7th of February 1905 de Coppet patented this improved model (No. 33145),
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which was made under licence by Miler for many years and is still being made
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During this period Geller had continued making rigid cancellers for smaller offices
and parcel cancellers, mostly without hour reels.
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Cancellers made by Mier using the de Coppet Patent; the first is the
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Razor Blade type; TPO with train number; cancel with fleurons; foreign
.
ITEMS FOR THE NEWSLETTER - I have had no response to my request for articles
I would also like small items to fill spaces such as this. Is there nothing
you need an answer for, or would like to identify? You may not get an answer,
but if you never ask you will never know!
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Switzerland Stamps and Postal History
The following Lists will not
be circulated in the News Letter so if you would
like a copy please advise and I will send.
PRO JUVENTUTE CARDS
BUNDESFEIER CARDS
COLLECTIONS and Large LOTS
DAY OF THE STAMP Cards and Envelope

SWISS MAXIMUM CARDS

I have recently purchased a considerable
quantity of Commercial Mail. I can send on
Approval a selection of covers to suit your
needs, from the 1930's to 1990's. Covering
General Issues Charities Post Marks etc.

Postal Stationery

I am sorting out a very large quantity if you
have some particular wants please send list

Buying

HUTTIKON
-2. IX 10.
_

&flier temporary canceller

Postal History
Collections
SCADTA Covers
Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15,
Harrogate HG1 ISL. Tel 01423 523152
E Mail IGilchrist @ compuserve.com

Page 30

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

April 2000

The Northern Group.
The penultimate meeting of the season over the last five years
the favoured spot for the Chairman's Display and the March
become
have
to
appears
Now within a small group we are all familiar with the
exception.
no
meeting this year was
by each member, or at least we think we are!
pursued
philately
Swiss
of
speciality
Hope, with the material issued by the numerous
David
Chairman,
our
Certainly, I associate
organisations of the United Nations or the earlier League of Nations. Therefore it came as
a delightful revelation when, for his display, he produced around two hundred sheets
devoted to some fifty of Switzerland's private railways. Many of these, unfortunately, are
no longer operating, or have merged to become part of a larger organisation but there was
something of a philatelic nature associated with each of the lines depicted. Starting in the
west of the country with an item from the Franco-Suisse Railway of the 1860s with the
TPO strike "PONTALIER-NEUCHATEL", the display took viewers across Switzerland, to the
small lines of the Appenzell area in the north, the popular tourist lines of the Bernese
Oberland and Luzern area, then eastwards to the major Rhätische Bahn in Graubunden.
The railways illustrated are too numerous to mention but a wealth of postmarks, TPO s,
SL s, rectangular strikes alongwith private cachets were all in evidence, complemented by
picture postcards of railways from the early 20th Century onwards. Mr. Hope's research
into the material displayed was demonstrated in what can best be described as a "Michael
Rutherfoord" manner: - Did you know ..... that the Burgdorf-Thun Railway operated the first
fully electrified normal gauge in Europe in 1899 ..... that the plan for a Matterhorn Railway,
proposed in 1890 was abandoned five years later ..... that Switzerland's first electrified cogwheel line was that of the Gornergrat Railway in 1898 ......that the Thunersee Railway was
operating double-decker coaches in the 1920s ..... and so on? All who attended the meeting
were able to share their experiences of railways such as were demonstrated in this
excellent display and bemoan the fact that so much colour and individuality has been lost
with the passing of these small routes. Or is it simply a case that we, the members, fail to
recognise our advancing years? Whatever the reason, this Chairman's Display was
D.C.
thoroughly appreciated.

Rather a different meeting from the one last year: -the evening titled 'Cup Competition & Moore Trophy' produced
a whole range of entries- Eleven members attended this the latest of the LONDON group meetings on Wednesday
March 8th in the Victory Services Club, Seymour Street.
Congratulations are due to Doug Houtris won the Helvetia Silver Cup with a beautifully displayed collection of
the 1900 UPU stamps with good representatives from the plates and a selection of shades, varieties, offsets and
plate flaws. Derrick Slate was runner-up with his collection of Railway Stamps: proofs and essays - seldom seen
material. Competition was close because of the other entries, one featuring the 1942 Salvage Campai gn stamps
including a reconstructed sheet of used stamps and many retouches, and the other featuring Art on Swiss Stamps.
John Mitchell has to be congratulated on his winning entry for the Moore Trophy - entires, cards and views
showing the Lucerne lake steamers and their mail cancellations. Fred Pickard's collection of covers illustrating the
Nachnahme System won him a stock book as runner-up. Displays of Chillon Castle postcards, and used and
unused Internal Postal Mandates provided more than adequate competition.
The evening ran particularly smoothly thanks to Claude Mistely, our Chairman, who organised the judging,
providing evaluation slips and doing the arithmetic to produce winners. Because of the closeness of the results he
even had to use a calculator! Some discussion then arose over the nature of the programme for the next session of
JAC
London meetings and some fascinating evenings will be on offer.

CHAIRMAN'S NOTE: LONDON MEETING ON SUNDAY 9th APRIL 2000
This meeting at the British Philatelic Centre is being held in response to members
who have requested a London meeting in the day time during a weekend. The Chairman
accordingly hopes there will be a good attendance from members in the London catchment region who are normally unable to attend evening meetings, and that some members will be able to come from further afield. A detailed plan with details of how
to get to the British Philatelic Centre was enclosed with last month's Newsletter.
The Centre's meeting room has an excellent layout with fitted display frames, and is
well lit, having been specifically tailored for philatelic displays.
This daytime meeting is an experiment, and can only be repeated in future if there
is a good attendance on the 9th of April as the cost of holding such meetings is
significantly higher than that for our normal venue.
The Chairman looks forward to welcoming members new to live Helvetia Society
meetings, as well as many regulars, and to the ingenuity that will undoubtedly be
shown in the interpretation of the "letters N, 0 and P" in the material that they
C M
will bring.
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M Rutherfoord

- that one can hope that the new head of the Swiss Post, Ulrich Gygi, will bring
stability and renew the feeling of a common purpose to the biggest employer in the
country. The 600 POs facing closure are mainly reprieved, but the price increases
will go through in July, if accepted by the Federal Council.
- that from 1849 to 1997 there were 11 Postal Districts, then reorganized into 40
sales regions. As this proved to be impracticable there will now be 7 Regions, the
intermediate 4 divisions having also been dropped. These will be: West in Lausanne,
North-west in Fribourg, North in Basel, North-east in Zarich, Middle in Luzern, East
in Landquart, and South in Bellinzona. Perhaps some more cancels?
- that from the latest issue of the fortnightly "Die Post", the house magazine for
all postal employees, I have taken, with difficulty, a Xerox print of the coloured
map showing the division of Switzerland into the 7 regions mentioned. In the accompanying text the borders follow the cantonal border, usually, more closely than
the first 11 regions of 1849. But this does not seem to match the map in detail;
perhaps a better map will be issued later (see below, I have added the compass signs).
- that after string being banned from use for parcels, one wonders if the new stamp
made of lace will fare better in the automatic machinery. At CHF 5.- its use will,
I guess, be limited to registered and express letters, which are all hand sorted.
- that in April the fortnightly "Stempel News" will be superseded by a new product,
in colour, and apparently giving more news of new cancellations and changes to POs
(usually closures). We hope for the best, but wonder if it will have the range of
information that there was in the deceased (ie, murdered) PTA weekly.
- that in 1995 Richard Schafer wrote a major work on Swiss postal history, "Swiss
Letter Mail to Foreign Countries 1459-1907", a wonderful book, nearly all colour
illustrations, 440 pages, in German, for CHF 170.-. Now his next works are announced:
"Swiss Postal Contracts - Tarifs - Routes 1609-1798", on 15th April for CHF 100.-;
then "Swiss Postal History of the Old Confederation, til 1798" on 21st June (St.
Gallen) for CHF 300.-. All these books are difficult to resist.
- that tangible proof of the new post in a new cancel and stamp, see below, for the
Liechtenstein POST Co., quite clear and straightforward.
- that the Philatelic counter in Aarau now has, at last, its own canceller, showing
the old town. Few remember today that Aarau was the first capital of Switzerland,
after the French occupation, followed by Luzern and then Bern on 28.11.1848.
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In the Cancellation Collectors
magazine for February this cancel
was shown. Used from 13.X11.1920

to 6.1.1921. Only two examples
known. Do you have a copy in that
box of covers you have not looked
at for years? I shall be looking
through mine when I have sent
the Newsletter to the printer. Ed.
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FINAL REMINDER FOR SALISBURY 2000 - Saturday May 6th is the meeting
of the Wessex Group at the Clovelly Hotel, Mill Road, Salisbury, near
the Railway Station. Use the Station car park if necessary and then
walk down the station approach, turn right and the hotel is on the right.
We are fortunate to have two top-class displays. Allen Payne will show
the Postal History of Lucerne and the history of the surrounding area
before lunch and Fred Pickard will show Revenues at 2.15 p.m.
Werner Gattiker, of Leo Baresch Ltd., will be there all day to fill
your wants lists. Arrange to arrive for 10.30 a.m. for tea, coffee and
biscuits (£2). Refreshments and cold lunch will be bookable on arrival,
there are several other restaurants nearby. This is an event you should
not miss, come and meet other members of Helvetia. There are many things
for your 'other halves' to do in Salisbury including a Market! We should
finish around 4 p.m.
PLEASE RING Don Symonds on 01 202 88 36 09 NOW as it will help with
the arrangements if we know the numbers expected beforehand.
W A S
We look forward to your company on Saturday the 6th of May.
Michael Rutherfoord

A BUSINESS REPLY CARD

When these cards are returned to the firm the postage is usually collected in bulk,
for perhaps hundreds or thousands of cards, and with a single receipt issued. In the
case of the card shown here it must have been a late straggler so the manuscript 15
was added in Zdrich 55. A 15c definitive was added and a T in circle cancellation
applied to 'tie' the stamp to the card, this was the correct 'printed matter' rate
at that time, 27.IX.65. The postman would 'pay' the 'office' from his 'kitty' and
then collect the 15c when he delivered the item. (Postmen in Switzerland have a
bag to be able to collect 'cash on delivery' items and to pay out on money orders. Ed.)
Note the old postcode, used for Zurich only from 1948 to 1964, which consisted of
the political 'ward' (1 to 12) before the post office number (20 to 62), superseded
by the new style "8055". Although in use for 16 years these old postcodes are very
difficult to find on covers today; firstly people did not use them (lack of publicity)
and secondly the covers were destroyed to get the stamps. Another curiosity is the
missing text in the top left-hand corner - the first line should read "Gesch8ftsantwortkart" above the 'porto'. Used cards or letters are not easy to find, but they
are collectable if nicely cancelled. (Postage due T is a cancel not an 'overprint' Ed.)

Porto vom Empfanger bezahlt
Carte commerciale-réponse
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SINGULAR HONOUR FOR HELVETIA MEMBER
It is reported in the April issue of the SBZ that "a newly created
honour in the form of a beautiful medal is to be awarded to nonmembers of the Consilium Philateliaellelveticae for meritorious
service to Swiss philately. The first recipient is Michael Rutherfoord
and the medal will be presented at the Palmares of the NABA 2000 in
St. Gallen." Congratulations from all members of the Society.
R Johnson
BAHNPOST - AMBULANT CANCELS
In a recent issue of Jungfraupost, the journal of our sister Society
in the Netherlands (Studiegroep Zwitserland), a member reports having
a letter from the Swiss Postal Service dated 1981 concerning the
numbering of trains in these cancellers. In contrast to other postal
administrations (e.g., Frankfurt-Basel and the train number) the letter
states that the Swiss do not show the route in Bahnpost/Ambulant cancels.
The difference apparently lies in the number of digits in the train
number: three digits indicates a sorting carriage in an express train;
four digits indicates a sorting carriage in a stopping train;
five digits indicates a sorting carriage in a goods train.
I have never heard of carriage by goods train, which presumably was in
a coach attached to the train, and hardly gave speedy service. In 1968
the 'Studiegroep' issued a booklet for their 10th anniversary, and
this contained an article by the late W F Pfeiffer detailing the types
of cancellation and the train numbers to be found in each. The booklet,
and its eight supplements, records 31 cancellations with five digit
train numbers from 14536 to 30420.
This —
seems to me
to indicate that
- - Lhey ale TelatIvely rare. -The 3 1 numberS redorded so far are:
14536, 15136, 15140, 15237,15403, 15406, 16036, 16076, 16078, 16083,
16577, 16806, 16806d, 16845, 17233, 17283, 17503, 17507, 17584,
17706, 17807, 17933, 18031, 18036, 18105, 18207, 18369, 18410,
18707, 18774c, 18775, 30420.
What is the significance of the suffixes 'c' and 'd'?
Now is the time to look at those Bahnpost/Ambulant cancels you have
tucked away in a stockbook to see if you can add any to this list.
If you can then please send a photocopy to the Editor, who will send
them on to Bob Johnson. Any other ideas would also be welcome.
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post, •
PIONEER FLIGHTS 1913 by Evert Poel. Reprinted, with permission, from Jungfrau
the
from
ed
the journal of the 'Studiegroep Zwitserland', Nederland and translat
Dutch_ by R S Johnson. (continued from page 12, February 2000)
the proposed
SOLOTHURN 17.8.1913 - Introduction Following the information about
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It is thanks to the pilot Theodor Borrer, then its most famous inhabitant, that
Solothurn was able to organize the 10th pioneer flight in 1913. Borrer, who had
only gained his flying certificate on the 3rd of June, had in the few months in
between a number of spectacular flights to his name. The town of Solothurn put an
so
aeroplane, a Ponnier-Hanriot, at his disposal. (Flyers at that time were not
popular as are football stars now.)
Borrer went with his friend, the Frenchman Edgar Labarre, a more experienced flyer,
in search of a suitable route for an airmail flight from his town, and chose a
challenging trip to the top of the Weissenstein, a total ascent of 1400 metres.
The Nationale Flugspende was very happy to agree to his proposal.
Incidentally the last three pioneer flights are for ever linked with the name of
Borrer and the town of Solothurn. (Solothurn-Weissenstein 17th August; GrenchenSolothurn 31 August; Laufen-Solothurn 28th September.) I hope to write later about
the two last airmail flights.
The flight there. and hack: The committee had organized an airmail flight for the
return journey. At the starting place the two pilots (they had decided to make the
in
trip together in the two-seater to Weissenstein) carried a total weight of 25 kg
For
s.
postcard
flown
the
the Ponnier-Henriot. Both men posed on the photo side of
publicity purposes Borrer was the pilot. He had given his name as the flyer and
his name was already printed on the vignette. But at the last moment the two men
decided to switch places because Labarre was the more experienced pilot and with
its constant ascent the trip would be more difficult. No one noticed this and no
one knew of it. Borrer was congratulated and cheered on arrival. We are advised of
.
this by a letter from Labarre himself to a friend in 1955 (see the SBZ of 12/1991)
on
back
went
Labarre
The return flight to Solothurn was flown by Borrer himself.
foot. Ergo: the flight Solothurn-Weissenstein took 25 minutes, pilot E Labarre;
the flight Weissenstein-Solothurn took 41/4 minutes, pilot Th Borrer.
Philatelic specialities: It is surprising that nothing has ever been published about
the airmail vignette issued in sheets of 50 (5 x 10). The fact that of the pioneer
flight vignettes the Solothurn one is the least expensive in unused state makes us
suppose that the number issued was too optimistic - substantially more than 10 000!
The printer, G Fentzing of Solothurn (his name is at the bottom right of the
vignette) was given little time obviously. There is a great number of varieties.
The colour changes from light brown to dark red brown; there are ones with one, two,
three and four sides Imperforate; there are double prints (both perforated and not);
there is a whole range of wrong perforations including double perforations. To say
nothing of the (wine red) proofs.
The countless small variations in the 'image' have tempted the Zumstein Specialised
ns
Catalogue of 1992 to supply a list of types (five). Because the summary of variatio
this.
over
is really not complete I will skip
Flown items: Solothurn-Weissenstein and Lugano-Mendrisio on the 8th June are the
only routes in 1913 with mail flown in two directions. On the outward flight Labarre
and Borrer had carried 1650 items, mostly three different picture postcards of Borrer
and his aircraft. It is a wonder that there are scarcely any other items such as
letters and cards known. The cause is possibly that to make it easier for the
spectators to send mail at the start in Solothurn the cards were sold with the
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airmail vignette and the 'ordinary' 5c stamp already affixed. All that needed to be
done was address the cards and post them. People were apparently asked to bring
their own mail.
For the cancellation of the airmail vignette the PTT used a special 'cancel' in
violet with no date and the text "Schweizer Flug-Post Solothurn-Weissenstein".
This violet cancel was not used to cancel the 5c green Tellboy stamp which was
correctly cancelled on arrival in Weissenstein with the local cds of Weissenstein
bei Solothurn.
It is certain that the short return flight carried mail also. A few cards were
offered in Weissenstein for transport by this flight, it is not known exactly
how many, but it can not have been more than ten. These were provided with two
violet airmail cancels either in Weissenstein or Solothurn, but in whichever case
they got an arrival cancel in Solothurn. This arrival mark is of a later time
period (17.VI11.13-10) than the arrival mark for the outward flight to Weissenstein (17.VIII.13-7). This is proof that the mail was carried on the return flight.
The Schweiz Luftpost Handbook of 1992 gives the number of items carried on the
return flight as 150. This has to do with the theory that about 140 cards from
the outward flight were carried on the return flight (with an address in Solothurn)
without an arrival mark being applied. These cards should not be identified as
mail from the return flight. There is, all in all, only a very small number of
cards which can be identified as mail from the return flight - with the arrival
mark of Solothurn! That is why they are a great rarity.
There also seem to be cards which, by mistake, did not get the arrival mark
in Weissenstein and were taken back to Solothurn and cancelled there on arrival.
After the 17th of August there were not many of the unused Solothurn airmail
vignettes available. The vignette is sometimes to be seen added to items on
later flights by Borrer (Grenchen-S. and Laufen-S.).
A report on the Solothurn airmail vignette would not be complete without a
note about the reprint for the benefit of the memorial flight from Reims to
Solothurn on the 26th of March 1964. This vignette was used for a 'Theodor
Borrer Gedenkf lug, or memorial flight, in memory of a pilot with a short career
and a short life. The man from Solothurn lost his life in the neighbourhood of
Basel on the 22nd of March 1914 at the age of 19 while looping the loop.
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A member in Scotland would like any information about these
two airmail vignettes he has purchased. The 30c is marked
'Suisse-France' and the 50c 'Suisse-Europe Centrale'.
He thinks they were for an international meeting
in the 1920s, but does not know where.
Can you help on this one?
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CONFERENCE DES CAPITULATIONS
Michael Rutherfoord
To solve an old puzzle I obtained a
photocopy of the cover shown above, not
very remarkable, going for CHF 40.-.
A full set of nine definitives, the
first printing from the new Goebel
press bought by the PTT, the FD being
the 2nd November 1936. Only the 20c
Gotthard is valuable, at CHF 55.- used
but nice to have. The special postmark,
Pen No.S.171, was used from 10th April
to 9th May 1937 in Montreux and is
listed at only CHF 4.-, so should be
seen more often than in my experience.
The question is, "What was this conference
about?" What war ended in 1937? After
going through about a dozen reference
books, Swiss and English, I found some
details in a German encyclopaedia. It
seems Egypt had complained to the
League of Nations that France and GB
had too many extra-territorial rights in
the Suez Canal Zone, and they would not
join the League until the matter was
settled. In French these 'rights' were
called 'capitulations'. After 4 weeks
haggling Egypt joined, and 19 years
later nationalized the Suez Canal.
Who knows where a better version of the
event can be found?

SWITZERLAND
It is 10 Years since I brought my stock to
London so I have taken a stand at the show in

LONDON May 21st-24th
Chelsea Show Fulham Road
It will be impossible for me to bring all my
stock, so if you have some particular wishes
please let me know ,and I will do my best to
bring something along for you to see.
*************************************************

SALES LISTS AVAILABLE

General Lists with over 500 Offers + Special Lists for:Bundesfeier Cards. Day of the Stamp.
Pro Juventute Cards. Maximum Cards.
Collections and Mixed Lots.

Specialised lists of your collecting interest
selected from over 3000 items.
E MAIL. IGilchrist@compuserve.com

I.G. Stamps. (Ian Gilchrist)

PO BOX 15. HARROGATE. HG1 1SL ENGLAND.
Fax + 44 1423 564210

Please note I will be unable to deal with e • uires in JUNE Thanks

•
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Q & A, an addition to the Schlieren Gasworks K-cancel answer

In 1908 the 3rd Gordon Bennett Competition for gas balloons was held in Berlin, but
in 1909, thanks to the Schlieren Gasworks, they were held in Zftrich, from the 30th of
September to the 3rd of October. Many postcards and souvenirs exist, often cancelled
with the special postmark (figure 1). This shows quite clearly a hyphen between
Gordon and Bennett however, in the Luftpost-Handbook (LE), page HT-8 there is none,
nor in the Pen catalogue (No.S40) where the period of use is given as 1-3.10, nor on
an item illustrated in an auction catalogue. Was this offending hyphen removed before
or during the event? Check your stocks please.
The cancel in figure I was made on 29.9.09. However, in the Guller registration
books, Volume 4 (de Coppet flexible type) page 1033, an earlier cancel is shown (see
figure 2) made on 25.9.09 without the word 'Fliegen'. Did the organizers not approve
of this and had a new one made? Roland Kohl has confirmed he has never seen the one
in figure 2 used.
It seems that the 'logistics' of this meeting were in the hands of the Swiss Army,
Balloon Detachments, no doubt an interesting change for them. In the L-H under 'Mil'
are some pages of military postmarks, Balloon comps. for 1900-1918. Figure 3 shows
those which were in use at the meeting in Schlieren. Perhaps you will find one on a
postcard, sent free, from a recruit to his girl =friend- (3rd October was a Sunday._)
Figure 1
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WWII PRISONER of WAR RETURNED LETTER
1945 POW Air Letter from Barrow, Lancs
to Stalagluft III (UK Censor) returned
to sender. Boxed cachet in violet by
the Swiss PO (?) as unable to forward
it to Germany. Can any of our POW or
Military Specialists tell us what the
missing word could have been?
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The Northern Group met in Leeds on the 1st April to conclude the season's meetings with
the A.G.M. In spite of it being All Fool's Day, the meeting was held in an atmosphere of
optimism. Whilst not noting any significant increase in attendance, at least there had been
no overall decrease over the last two years. Likewise, the standard and variety of material
displayed month by month had maintained the very high quality we have begun to take for
granted. Let's hope that we are not disappointed in the future! The Chairman for the new
season beginning in September will be Philip Vaughan. Because of changes in train
schedules affecting those who travel to Leeds in this manner, it was decided to revert to
2.00 p.m. as our time of commencement, beginning with the September meeting.
Following the formal business of the A.G.M., members were delighted to see the
forty-eight sheet entry which gained Ian Gilchrist a Gold Medal at the Luzern "Tag de
Briefmarken" Exhibition in December of last year. This was a display under the heading of
"International Red Cross Tracing Labels, 1914-1918", a subject that Ian has been studying
for many years. A scheme devised to trace both military personnel and civilians missing
during World War I, this was based on a system of colour coded and numbered adhesive
labels, green, red and blue. One half of the label was to be used on the cover of a reply
to a particular query, this being directed to one of a number of small groups of people in
Switzerland who had involved themselves in this humanitarian scheme. The material
displayed included covers, each with its appropriate label, to and from many of the
belligerent countries involved in the war. But the final cover of the display, at the end of
1918, was on a much lighter note, coming from the IRC in Geneva to all those
participating voluntary groups inviting them to a party as a "Thank you" for their efforts.
The "Tag de Philatelie" Exhibition was the third time on which lan had entered his display,
(72 sheets on one occasion) at Swiss national level and he explained in a most interesting
manner the various obstacles that had to be overcome. Not least of these was that the
labels, having no postal validity, initially posed a problem as into which category the
display should be entered. We learned much about what is expected by Swiss judges on
such occasions, particularly in the way of presentation. So on the third attempt, Ian
gained the necessary 75% required for the gold award and, it would appear, that the
special prizes that are also given to many of the entrants are not to be sniffed at. All in
all a very entertaining and instructive display, much of which could well be applied to our
D.C.
own efforts.
London meeting, Saturday 9th April 2000, at the British Philatelic Centre.
Sadly, the attendance at the Society's first daytime meeting at a weekend was disappointing. Only ten people came, but half of these were not normally able to come to
evening meetings. However, most of those attending provided displays and their quality was a considerable consolation for the lack of numbers. A particular welcome was
extended to long-standing members Les Stiles and Mavis Bidmead, and also to Martin
Mantell from Wiltshire, who all contributed to a full afternoon of displays. Letters
N, 0 & P produced a variety of subjects and not a little ingenuity. Postal history,
postmarks and postage dues were strongly featured but there were also, among others,
Nachnahme, Officials and Poststempels; the latter being a particularly attractive
display of Route Marks, which were mainly applied to mail collected from small villages at the nearest point covered by postal diligences. This was presented by Fred
Pickard, who had been inspired by the work of the late Mrs Rawnsley. Mavis Bidmead,
in showing postal history, again raised the mystery of the 'SS' marks on some Swiss
covers which she had still not resolved; this provoked a lively discussion. It was
suggested that 'SS might be a mark used by a particular official, but Fred Pickard
said that he had seen similar marks on some British covers, the origin again unknown
be inserted
but stated to be very unusual. It was suggested that a further query should
of
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The Chairman concluded the proceedings with his
of thanks was proposed by the Treasurer, Martin Kuriger, to all who had displayed.
All agreed it had been a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon and a plea was made for a
similar meeting in the next year, but the Chairman stated that, with the small attendC P M
ance, it could only be arranged without additional expense for the Society.
Congratulations to our member in Swansea who has won the Aerophilatelic Trophy of his
local Society with a display of 'The Pioneer and Early Development of Swiss Aviation'
on 16 sheets, and also 16 sheets on 'The Development of Swiss Postal Cards'. Both
these entries go forward to the South Wales Federation competition. We wish Ken
Reeves good luck and success in keeping the flag flying for Swiss Philately.
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Did you know?,

M Rutherfoord
- that it was on the 25.11.1907 that officially the term "Fahrpost"
was changed to "Paketpost", to remove a point of confusion among the
populace. This is mentioned by Georges Valko on page 29 of his excellent book "Uber die Frankaturen 1882 bis 1907", published in 1986.
- that the SP has another term which needs explaining, "Hybridpost".
You will never guess the answer! Studying the postcode on letters I
noticed that, some years ago, the address of the sender firm did not
line up with the place where the letter had been coded. Usually these
were accounts or monthly statements, so I guessed that the firm in say,
Winterthur, sent electronically all details to a specialist firm in
Aarau, which printed out the statement, put it in a PP envelope, and
off it went, thousands at a time. Now the SP have caught on to this,
and the first installation is being started up in ZUrich Sihlpost, to
print all the postal cheque transactions, received electronically from
the area centre in Netstal, Glarus. If banks and other large firms can
be won over, then another printing centre in the west of Switzerland is
planned. Security is ag problem. The SP guarantees that all electronic
pm will be in all Swiss letter boxes the next
data received b-efore
morning.
- that the German name for the excellent "Focus" publication from the
Philatelic Bureau is "Die Lupe" ie, "The Magnifying Glass". The translation into English is very well done, but in the latest issue the
rather long title in German of the "Verband Schweizerischer Philatelistenvereine" has appeared in English as "The Association of Swiss
Philatelists' Circles". I think that Dr Felix Ganz used "Union of Swiss
Philatelic Societies". Have you any better ideas? "Circles" is too
limited, inferring "Study Circles".
- that voices have been heard to say that one can produce one's own
printing errors with the strange exhibition block for St. Gallen, (and
now the second one is the same) by filling in the wrong colour in the
numbered spaces. Take a close look at these rather peculiar philatelic
gems. At least unique, so far.
- that the attractive Pro Patria series of town views uses steel engraving again after a number of years, the black lines are filled in with
offset colour by the SP Printing Works, not Courvoisier, again.
- that on the 21st of September 2001 the popular Gabra IV will be held
again in Burgdorf, the best un-judged show in Switzerland. The Ganzsachen-Verein celebrates its 75th birthday with this show, so it will
be held after only 7 years instead of the usual 9; they have nearly
300 members.
- that one of their publications, on Perfins, by Martin Baer, has sold
well over 500 copies, for CHF 33.-. The other day I found in a club
packet a new perfin used by the Hasler firm in Bern, in 1922, just
before their business franking machines came into operation, thus eliminating the need for Perfins. It has a capital 'H' within an irregular
oval of holes. It just shows what can suddenly turn up. There are
three exhibits on Perfins in St. Gallen.
- that in February the stamp booklets with the ten 70c self-adhesive
stamps have a new backing paper, effectively more chalky, barely noticeable; for specialists. The more attractive stamp, 90c with sketches
by Toepfler (p7 Jan. 1999) reminded me that there was an APB cachet for
him, used in Geneva on 7/8th December 1946 in Auto No. 2. See figure
below, in red, which was incorrect. Only plain set type was to be in
red, all drawings and illustrations were to be in black.
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The "Query" on the front cover of the April issue
of the Newsletter only brought in one answer from
a member who recalled a similar item of a Helvetia
with sword 20c vermillion with green Helvetia!
To all the rest of you look up l in your dictionaries
"Aprilnarr' - "Poisson d'Avril - 'Pesce d'aprile'.

Come to Salisbury on May 6th and to London on May 23rd for the two stamp shows.

May 2000
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A LETTER FROM RORSCHACH TO SPLUGEN

From
An ordinary business letter, but somehow the various cancels do not line up.
a
with
km,
92
is
Rhein
the
Rorschach at the head of Lake Constance to Chur along
to
1868
in
taken
time
the
estimate
I
climb from 400 m above sea level to 600 m asl.
be 2-3 hours in the mail train.
Italy
From Chur to Spldgen, at the foot of the pass of the same name, leading to
The •
m.
870
is
altitude
in
ce
differen
the
but
km
55
only
is
Como,
and Chiavenna and
ein
Hinterrh
horse-drawn mail coach would take about 4 hours, along the Rhein and
(from Reichenau), through the gorges of the Viamala and the Rofna.
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The four postmarks in their correct geographical order are:
is
RORSCHACH 5 AUG.68 9 A - a Wednesday '9A' between 8 & 9 pm 'A' = Abend, that
.
midnight
12
and
noon
12
between
period
the
morning
ST.GALLEN-CHUR Tl, 6 VIII 68 BP BA - TPO No. 1 on 6th , presumably in the
BP = Bahnpost, BA = Bureau Ambulant.
date
CHUR 6VI1168 -10 - Arrival cancel. This is one of the trial cancellers with
become
e
therefor
postman
wheels, not plugs. Did the
confused and set the 'pm' time, ie, Arabic figures
instead of Roman for 'am'?
shows it was cancelled between 11 & 12 am. M = Morgen
12M
12M
SPLUGEN 6 AUG.68
the period from 12 midnight to 12 noon.
it, set
All in all I think the postman in Chur just took the canceller as he found
n is
St.Galle
from
train
the
of
arrival
The
shift.
night
previous
the
at 10 pm, for
to
get
to
y
necessar
likely to have been at about 8 am. This would give the 4 hours
the
lost
had
they
Perhaps
correct.
Spltigen. Perhaps the time there was also not quite
'13' plug for the canceller!
member
It was certainly a tight schedule and could hardly be done today. Has any
would
1868
of
summer
the
for
es
timetabl
The
?
happened
what
a better explanation of
know.
Editor
the
let
them
have
you
if
be a great help,
JUNGFRAUBAHN - pages 65 & 82 of the Newsletter 1999 article by A H T Clayton
4 and
Don Dixie sends in two more cancels. ROTHSTOCK 19 Juli 1901 purple as figure
1 and
figure
as
purple
291X1907
D
E1GERWAN
ppc.
written from & PM Wengen 22V1101 on
these?
of
more
any
found
anyone
Has
day.
same
postmarked Eismeer (3153 m) on the
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No. 6 June 2000
AIRMAIL VIGNETTES - page 35 of the May Newsletter - C Mistely and others
These are two of four that were issued for an International Aviation meeting held
at Geneva cointrin Airport on Sunday 31st May and Monday 1st June 1925, the Whitsun
period. The 30c 'Suisse-France' on white paper, the 50c 'Suisse-Europe Centrale' on
coloured paper but they exist the other way round! I do not know why two values were
issued other than to raise funds. The 30c was for a special flight to Paris on the
2nd June, about which little is known other than that it took place. A special, and
unofficial, cachet 'Post Aerienne Geneve-Paris' was applied, but not to all _the 6681
items carried, and not all have the Paris arrival cancel. Some covers have a Paris
cancel of 3rd June. No other special flights were sanctioned. The 50c vignette was
for mail to go on scheduled international flights such as that of Ad Astra to Munich,
Vienna and Budapest or the Compagnie Internationale de Navigation Aerienne (CIDNA)
Paris-Innsbruck via Basel & Zdrich, but neither operated during the meeting. It was
hoped to link up with other international services at Basel such as Imperial Airways.
As there were no direct flights Geneva-Basel all mail was routed via Zdrich. Many of
the vignettes were therefore used on internal flights. Five thousand of each of the
four vignettes were printed. Sales were 3400 of each of the 30c and 4700 of each of
the 50c. It is suspected that remainders and printer's waste were also sold as many
misprints and inperforate copies exist. (Information from SBZ 1/81 by Roland Kohl.)
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Michael Rutherfoord

EARLY SWISS DATE CANCELLERS

The following list has been prepared using only the information to be found in Winkler's
famous "Handbook of Swiss Pre-philately 1695-1850", in German of 1968.
The earliest such cancel is from Zurich in 1810, with all three necessary components,
day, month, and year given. Some earlier and later examples of cancels without year
are also shown in the first column. In the third column are shown the earliest
circular cancels for each place or canton which had had a two-line canceller.
Specialists are working on a comprehensive listing to include the latest findings,
so that this list is just to give a forewarning of what is to come, and to ask all
Members to send photocopies of any similar or earlier examples they may have.
All day, month, and year details are done by means of separate plugs, which are
held in place with a screw, It is not known, especially with the early straightline
cancellers, if they were made of hard wood or metal such as brass or steel.
I have followed Winkler's order of Cantons: Bern, Zurich, Vaud, then alphabetical.
The Winkler Type Number is shown below or to the left of each example; the earliest
date of that type is shown to the right.
Naturally many of these cancellers continued to be used after 1849 (Federal Post).
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page 33 of the May Newsletter

One member went so far as to cut up his Newsletter and send in the article to point
out that the goods train cancel shown was 18007. As this was not in the list this
makes 32. (Back numbers of the Newsletter are much sought after and sometimes come
up in auctions. We have requests for them from time to time so if you no longer need
yours then advertise them in the Newsletter, free. Ed.)
Les Stiles wrote to say that it would be interesting to know the dates on which
the various numbers were recorded. Browsing through some old timetables (winter 71/72,
summer 83 & winter 86/87) he has occasionally found a goods train listed (do they
have a passenger coach?) and these are listed sixty thousands or ninety thousands.
An occasional passenger train has a five-figure number: 10686 in simmer 83 is the
15.46 Bellinzona-Basel and in winter 86/87 it is the 15.52. Very much the exception
that proves the rule.
The Editor then reached down the postal edition of the summer 86 timetable where
on page 301 are listed the symbols explaining the goods trains with postal transport.
This referred you then to pages 1701-1732 where all the goods trains are listed.
Now who has any older copies of the postal edition of the Swiss train timetable?
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ODDS & ENDS FROM THE POSTBAG
Norman Thompson writes to say that members having difficulty finding information
about the stones and positions of the RAYON II should borrow the book on plating
Hon.
these issues, by H Muller, from the Society Library, No. 158 in the list. The
help
the
with
could
Programme card. Mr Thompson found that
Librarian's address is on the
s
eristic
understand the description of the charact
of a German dictionary he
almost
is
it
of each stamp, but unless the stamp shows most of the outer frame lines
one of
impossible to find to which stone it belongs. What he would dearly like is for
three
our members who is fluent in either German or French to translate the first
pages for publication in the Newsletter. Now who will do this for us?
The query on the ADVERTISING LABELS has not been answered yet. There was a list of
propasome of them published by PEN in 1980 as "Catalogue des vignettes Suisses de
Society
the
in
copy
a
have
not
do
gande et commemoratives 1878-1980" 194 pages. We
Library. Can any member suggest where we can find a copy?
FAKES AND FORGERIES - a member recently bought a copy of PJ No. Z III
from a non-specialist dealer. As it did not have an identifiable post
"4.
mark he asked for help and Michael Rutherfoord replied: "This is the
between
price
in
nce
differe
big
the
of
because
most forged Swiss stamp
mint and used. As it was not a legal stamp postmen could be persuaded
to back date a canceller without breaking postal rules as often the
cancellers in the 1920s had been in use in 1912. Today this is easier
to detect if you can show the canceller did not exist in 1912. The item
in the DYK column in April 1999 showed another example. Buy it on cover
tied with the correct franking of stamps clear cds and the arrival
cancel on the back. If it is loose then beware."
FIRST-CLASS PASTIME according to the Financial Times on Saturday 20th May 2000.
ng
"Bookish it may be, but philately can make you very rich, indeed. Stamp-collecti
still
is
it
pound,
for
pound
but,
world,
the
in
might not be the most dynamic pastime
ever
likely to be the smartest investment any sun-starved, bookish young boy will
ng
ollecti
stamp-c
world,
modern
the
of
ions
attract
make. Because, despite all the rival
paper".
"waste
with
time
your
wasting
not
are
you
is still big business." Now you know
Last month the FT had an article about graphology. Would this be of use to Postal
Historians in understanding better the writers of the letters they collect?
a T
PLAYING GAMES? - who was doing what with this item? The PJ was invalid but has
' it
'refused
Who
in circle cancel. The cds is of Hfittwilen 9.VII.49. No back cancels.
why?
so
if
and
and returned it from where? Was it 'made' or even 'added to',
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WESSEX GROUP MEETING - May 6th - Salisbury

SALISBURY 2000 has come and gone, with those who attended wanting a repeat in 2001!
Twenty-five members with two guests made it to the Clovlly Hotel for a day Of Swiss
Philately in Salisbury.
On arrival, members made straight for Werner Gattiker's tables, until our first
display was given by Allen Payne in the morning. Allen explained that his display was
with what is called a 'Heimat Collection' entitled The Postal History and the History
of the area around Lake Lucerne. The display not only included philatelic material
but also postcards which showed the fantastic scenery to be seen. To start with, we
saw some of the well known places of interest in Lucerne, including the 'Chapel Bridge',
the 'Lion of Lucerne', the 'William Tell Legend' and its important connection with
the start of the Swiss Confederation in 1291. Next, we saw examples of 'Pre-stamp'
covers of the period showing the different cancellations and marks used - the first
cover being an example of that for the Helvetic Republic period dated February 1800.
It was then suggested that one imagined a trip on the Lake, visiting different places
of note, for example Mount Pilatus, the Rigi, Engelberg and Fluelen where the Gotthard
tunnel starts. Examples of covers seen were those which went over the pass before the
opening of the tunnel in 1882. In the early days of the transporting of mail, the
proprietors of a number of hotels organized private postal services for the convenience of guests, and used special stamps to cover the fees for transportation of
the mail along mountain paths to the nearest Swiss post offices. During the year, a
number of festivals and exhibitions take place in and around Lake Lucerne, and
examples of these were seen. These included shooting and music festivals, rowing
championships, and, of course, philatelic exhibitions - all of which had their own
special cancellations.
During the lunch-time break, our Chairman Claude Mistely, our Vice-Chairman Eric
Lienhard and our Librarian Derrick Slate gave us three displays, each of two frames:
Claude showed Bundesfeier material, Eric had a mixture including stamps of the Jura
railway and Suchard cards. Derrick's display of Hotel postage stamps, along with the
others, gave members a. view of material which is not often seen.
After lunch, it was time to settle back and enjoy Fred Pickard's excellent display
of Revenue stamps - both on and off documents. It is always a pleasure to sit and
listen to someone who is so enthusiastic and knowledgable as Fred. By definition,
'Revenue' stamps were introduced - as a proof of payment - for whatever reason:
eg, for cantonal or local authority charges, consulate or embassy protection documents, for salesmen's, fishing and dancing permits, change of address and residence
cards, bicycle and travelling steamer licences, and for certificates for the purchase
of poisons. Swiss fiscal stamps were first issued in 1885 by the Ticino canton. Other
cantons soon followed suit. The first municipal stamp was issued by Lausanne in 1878,
as a door-to-door sales permit. Catalogues by Moens (1894), Forbin (1915), Schaufelberger (1947) and Gainon (1995) together with Gene Kelly's 'Revenue Philatelist' and
his catalogues (from 1986) provide a wealth of information, supplemented by the
publications of the Revenue Society of Great Britain (1980). Over recent years revenue
p
_stamps, on docuftnts_have become articularly souoht after by enthusiasts. Fred superbly
illustrated the foregoing with fine material, and with the occasional amusing anecdote!
Finally, Chairman Claude Mistely thanked Don Symonds for arranging the meeting,
and brought the event to a close by conducting a miniTauction of Swiss material that
attracted some lively bidding.
Werner was kept busy attending to our needs between displays, and members present
agreed that having Werner bring his stock was a big 'plus' to the event, and that if
possible, this feature should be repeated at future Wessex Group meetings.
Members of the Society who did not come to the Clovelly Hotel missed a day which
will be difficult to surpass, but we are already making contact with other speakers
with a view to securing their approval to display at our next Salisbury gathering
DS&WAS
in the year 2001.

NEW ISSUE NEWS - If you do not get a free copy of the Swiss Post collectors magazine
called 'FOCUS on stamps' then you are missing a wealth of background material you
could use to write up your collection. The May issue, number 3 this year, has a report
on the new embroidered stamp. Write to:FOCUS on stamps, Ostermundigenstrasse 91,
CH-3030 BERN, Switzerland or e-mail: stamps@post.ch or internet:http://www.post.ch/
Members could also consider putting pen to paper and writing something for me to edit!
The Society is a postal one and relies on the Newsletter to keep you informed. Queries,
small adverts of sales or wants, but mainly items to fill a page or two would help. Ed.
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Wednesday 10th May 2000

LONDON MEETING,

The season's last meeting was the classic 'Odds and Ends' evening producing the usual
rich variety of assorted material. Bob Johnson set the scene with a bundle which
included some WWI military envelopes with unusual strikes, including an "Ambulanz"
and one for the Gotthard Railway defence group. There were also a WWII envelope
affixed with soldier stamps and the appropriate military strikes to within Switzerland
but mysteriously charged 20c postage due, an unusual hotel strike, and two Canton
Ticino fiscal documents with Italian and French strikes, also bearing revenue stamps.
Eric Lienhard showed cards relating to stamp views from various areas including the
Lake of Lucerne with uncommon early views of the Pilatus and Rigi railways, the Castle
of Chillon, and Nyon. The Chairman, Claude Mistely, showed a selection of poster
stamps relating to resorts (some of which had been issued by chocolate companies
and hotels, but others by the actual resort) and some advertising labels, including
a sheet issued by the Grieder silk company of Zdrich, with a plea for more information
as these were not included in the Pen Catalogue of Commemorative and Propaganda
Vignettes. A beautifully presented selection of perfins, with several not often seen,
was shown by Geoffery Allen. The evening was concluded by Derrick Slate with a
detailed display of covers and pictorial cards, many with scarce strikes, giving the
history of the Jungfrau Railway and Post Office with several of the cards showing
the various stages of construction and the individual station inaugural ceremonies.
There was also a good assortment of covers with postmarks from the early years to .
the 1980s. David Lake gave a vote of thanks for the excellent presentations which
C P M
was enthusiatically endorsed with acclamation by all who were present.
The items mentioned in the above report.
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M Rutherfoord

Did you know ?

that on the 20th of April the Federal Council announced that they had
postponed the proposed rise in letter and parcel rates from July to 1st
January 2001 at least. The SP have put forward a more detailed analysis of their costs.
- that in the March 2000 issue of 'Focus' you all saw the error found
in the printing of the 70c 'Rights of the Child' stamp issued on the
24th of September 1999. In the Romansch text was the word "Dregts"
instead of "Dretgs" (see figure 1). This stamp now joins the small list
of Swiss stamps with errors of text or drawing, as against the printing
errors.
- that cancellations, especially machine slogans, are much more prone
to error, and the Italian language . has provided a wealth of such errors.
The latest has been reported by Dr Jan Etter to the NZZ. Figure 2 shows
the original text, which was used in Chiasso from the 3rd to the 12th
of January 2000 only, and figure 3 the re p lacement, first used in
Lugano during April. Incorrectly, he notes, the same number is used for
both version of the cancel - 2.2.205.
- that in No. 3 of the more or less twice-yearly "Fakes- ForgeriesExperts (F.F.-E.)-(published by FFE-Journal-200 -pages, A4, English and
German, CHF 50.-) is an interesting review of the CD-ROM on the 185054 Federal stamps and their forgeries by Prof. Anton M Kofranek. I guess
it is the best description in English of these issues and the printing
methods, as well as the famous forgeries. Available from the AHPS at
P 0 Box 666, Manhattan Beach, CA 90267-0666 USA. Checks, money orders
or US banknotes for $43 should be made payable to Richard T Hall, Sec.
- that the SP is now severing its electronic connection to the Swisscom
network with its own 'Yellowgate' and is, in fact, co-operating with
the Swisscom competitors Diax and Sunrise. This should help their customers with their financial access to the Post-Finance, ie, Yellowworld,
instead of the Swisscom Blue Windows net. A rainbow future is assured,
even without the telephone firm Orange.
- that the computor-generated postage stamps are still being worked on
here, so don't miss the inevitable FDCs. I hope I can warn you in time.
- that the auction house of Hans R Schwarzenbach has also made a name
for itself with the publication of the quarterly "Postgeschichte", now
in its 21st year with No. 81. One of the most important Swiss philatelic
publications. This year, for the third time, he is arranging for a
meeting, open to all customers and others, on the 5th & 6th of August.
The subject is 'Transit-post over the Alps; before the railway era',
ie, France, Switzerland and Austria. His next auction is on 26/27 May.
- that the new Aerophilately Handbook has come out at the annual event,
this time at DUbendorf airfield. Expanded to 716 pages, 200 more than
the previous 1992 edition, it is The Classic, a must for all collectors.
The 56-frame exhibition attracted much attention, two exhibits on historical documents I found fascinating. Figure 4 shows the special
cancel used; two Ju 52s were taking people for short trips. 013,
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STOP PRESS - in the post this morning was a letter to say that Dick
Hall, the Secretary of the AHPS mentioned in the DYK column above, is
moving to: P 0 Box 15053 Asheville, North Carolina 28813-0053, U S A.
If you do want to order the CD-ROM, or already have a copy then why not
send a review for the Newsletter.
This gives me a chance to remind our members to let the Secretary know
if they change their address. It also makes sure that they get their
copy of the Newsletter and that the packet does not go astray!
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Come to Congress 2000
in Central London
8th, 9th & 10th September
In 1990 The Revenue Society of Great Britain was formed in response to a revival of interest in
revenue stamps.
Our tenth anniversary coincides with the 82nd Philatelic Congress of Great
Britain. To mark the occasion, the Society has been invited to host Congress
which will take place in Central London from the 8th to the 10th September.
The Society has grown rapidly. It encourages the collection, study and display of revenue material
from around the world, and regular meetings are held in London and elsewhere through the year.
The Society's award winning quarterly Journal contains a fine range of articles on revenue stamps,
stamped paper, and the legal and historical background to particular issues, as well as book
reviews and Society news. There is a thriving packet circulating as well as fme twice-yearly
auctions. And a programme of book publishing. In 1996 Revenues were awarded Full Commission
status by FIP.
For a CONGRESS INFORMATION PACK and for details of membership of the Revenue
Society, which is still only £15 per year for UK and £20 for overseas members, please contact our
secretary: Tony Hall, 53a High Street, Whitwell, Hitchin, Hertfordshire, SG4 8AJ,
Telephone/Fax: 01438-871676 who would be delighted to hear from you and answer any
questions you may have.
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No. 1 July 2000
WWII PRISONER OF WAR RETURNED LETTERS from page 37 of the May Newsletter
Our members in North America, Ed C Walton and Ernest L Bergman, have sent in some
interesting covers, and observations on these cachets. It looks as if there were at
least two different styles, possibly even three, and they were in use in more than
one post office. The cachet illustrated in May appeared to have had a word cut out
from the rubber stamp. The example sent by Ed Walton has the word 'blacked out' but
he was able to determine that the word was "SWEDISH". Ed says that he assumes that
the handstamp could serve a dual purpose, depending on the letter's origin and the
neutral country dealing with POW communications. Presumably there would be similar
markings on letters returned by the Swedish PO with the word "SWISS" crossed out.
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Ed notes that the letter is dated 19 MCH 1945 suggesting the letters were affected
by the same events. Over the page is the letter sent in by Ernest Bergman with a
different version of the cachet and his comments on the matter.
HELV PHIL SOC NEWSL 1

53rd year 1 No.7

pp 49-56 1 London Jul 2000 I ISSN 0951-0001

julyzuuu

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

Page 50

This item forms part of the exhibit 'Switzerland and WWII' which Ernest Bergman had
on show at the NABA in St. Gallen in June. The International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) in Geneva was the intermediary for the exchange of mail for POWs. As
this letter is dated 31 NCH 1945 the mail service with and in Germany was very fluid
due to the advances of the Allied Armies in the last weeks of the war. The ICRC then
returned the letter to the UK where this different cachet was applied and the letter
returned to the sender.
What we need to know now is: did the cachet exist on mail returned from Sweden, in
either form, or had mail via Sweden been suspended earlier?
i

The question has also been raised as to
FROM (SEN6ER'S FULL . NAME 6 ADDRESS) whether the POW letters were censored
by the Swiss authorities 'in transit'
.'
' pii
. ; to and from Germany. No doubt mail to
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The front of the letter shown below
is a reduced copy of the original.
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POSTAGE DUES ON 'MILITARY' ENVELOPES as shown on page 46 in the June issue.
D Hope writes in to say that he has two similar envelopes of December 1939 and
January 1940, both charged 20c postage due. (One, incidentally, is addressed to Paul
Locher who produced the Soldier Stamps Catalogues.)
As the various Soldier Stamps were produced collectors had been sending in requests
for them, or for the cancelling of covers and cards affixed with them, and they were
expecting to avail themselves of the free postage rule. However, on the 24th of
October 1939 the Director of the Fieldpost sent instructions that consignments of
Soldier Stamps to collectors had to be pre-paid. This was upheld as a result of a
legal opinion on the 12th of December 1939. The Director of the Fieldpost then confirmed this in a Routine Order of 19th February 1940.
In a similar vein I enclose a photocopy of a cover sent from Winterthur on 13.V.1940
to a Fieldpost address, which has been returned for postage to be added, which was
cancelled on 17.V.40. In the top left hand corner of the cover the Fieldpost orderly
dealing with the matter has written (in German) 'Must be franked. Contents: request
for leave of absence.' This request it seems did not count for free postage!
(The cover is shown at the top of the facing page.)
IS YOUR ADDRESS CORRECT ON THE ENVELOPE YOU RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER IN? If not then
let the person who sends out the Newsletters know now, and if you change address too.
* * * D Houtris, 62 Thirleby Road, Edgware HA8 OEZ * * * (check it now.)
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A Fieldpost cover of 1917 from C Griffiths. Were
Batallion 21 billeted in the Hotel du Soleil? On
the back are listed hotels for 'Commercial Travellers'.
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Although this
is not the
same as the
Letter Sheet
on the front
of November
1999 issue
it is an
interesting
item of
social history
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M Rutherfoord

THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SWISS FIELD POST

At first the Swiss Army, of part-timers, relied on the ordinary civil postal services
for all official and personal correspondence. This worked until the Franco-PrUssian
War started on the 19th of July 1870 and five divisions were hurriedly called up to
guard the north-eastern frontier from Schaffhausen to Porrentruy, under General
Hertzog (PJ 5c 1939, Z89, figure 1). Soon postal chaos reigned, so serving postal
workers were formed into new units to run the posts and saved the day. Shortly afterwards the military need to defend the frontier declined and the army was disbanded,
along with the temporary field posts. This error became apparent when, on the 1st of
February 1871 a defeated French Army of 87 000 men under General Bourbaki, was
allowed to cross over into Switzerland along the western frontier.
Expecting some such event the Swiss had again mobilized along this frontier in
January 1871, but without any sign of the field post of only 6 months previously.
This was disastrous. The French soldiers were interned all over Switzerland, and were
given the same 'gratis' service as the Swiss soldiers enjoyed using the lilac/mauve
labels (ZPF No. 1, figure 2). By the end of March all had returned to France,
unarmed, and on the 10th of May the Franco-Prussian War was over, with Alsace and
Lorraine lost .to Germany.
After these events it took some time for the Swiss Army to discuss and formulate
a better organized Field Post, with no danger looming. In the 1880s, during the
usual autumn manoeuvres, organized by each Division in turn, a rudimentary Field
Post gradually took shape. The canceller made by Mier in August 1880 (figure 3)
could have the correct Division number set by rotating the appropriate wheel. According to Reinhard Stutz, the well-known Field Post specialist, examples have been found:
1883 Div. IV; 1884 Div. VIII; 1887 Div. VII (35.5 x 19mm, in violet, figure 4).
Although the re-organized Field Post was promulgated on the 13th of August 1889,
the set of eleven cancellers had been made by Gfiller on 15.X.87 (figures 5 to 15).
All are known used, except for figure 7. The organization was basically military,
but all men and officers were from the civil PO, as was the equipment, though wagons
and horses were those of the army. Long distance transport was via the civil posts.
Reinhard Stutz has found a letter backstamped as figure 16 with the canceller
shown in figure 11 with the date 9.IX.88 quite clearly, and on the front. Was this
a trial, or had the IV Division been given their canceller too early? Note that the
two French-speaking Divisions had the correct texts on their cancellers. Also the
Head of the Field Posts decided after a few months that he too needed a canceller
(oval 39 x 25mm, figure 17).
Complaints were made that these large cancellers, 32mm diameter were not easy to
use, so in September 1891 Galler made another set of nine with a diameter of 25mm
(again figure 18 has not been found used, figures 18 to 26).
In 1892 there was a re-organization of the army command structure with the creation
of four Army Corps, to operate between the General Staff and the Divisions (see the
figures 27 to 34). These are now to be eliminated as part of the stream-lining of the,
reduced, Swiss Army of the 21st century.
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Where a figure number is underlined this indicates that it appears in Group 158 of
the large work on Swiss cancellations.
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GALLEN EMBROIDERY MINIATURE SHEET

Our allocation was five sheets! We are now attempting to buy in the
market and, if successful, will inform Helvetia Members of the position
in the August Newsletter. H L Katcher, The Amateur Collector Limited.
The Amateur Collector Catalogue was awarded a massive sized silver medal at the
recent London 2000 stamp show. In addition Part II of the Zumstein Specialised
Catalogue will show on the front cover a colour illustration of the 5c 'Rayed Star'
discovered by Mr Katcher in late 1979 - Switzerland's rarest stamp.
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THE STAMP SHOW 2000, EARLS COURT, LONDON, 22-28 May 2000

Claude Mistely

At last Great Britain has mounted an International Stamp Exhibition
worthy of the name: Good use was made of the vast ground floor
space in Earls Court, there were good stamp-related attractions of
general interest including special features for youngsters and the
exhibits were generally well laid out. Two minus points on the
latter were that the PIP Championship Class exhibits were in the
darkest part of the Hall and almost impossible to see and that the
literature exhibits, supposedly in the otherwise excellent NPS Lounge,
appeared to be invisible; there was no obvious display. The star
features, the British Post Office displays, the special "Post Haste"
montage giving a very interesting history of the post, the pages from
the Royal Philatelic Collection, and the British Library rarities
were all well assembled and presented. Swiss Post was amongst the
fifty odd overseas postal administrations taking stands and it showed
a range of current issues. An Exhibition Souvenir was available.
Amongst the stamp displays, there were just five Swiss exhibits in
addition to the unique strip of five of the 1843 Zurich 4 rappen
shown by the British Library. The Swiss exhibits were: an unusual
display of classics from 1843 to 1862, all franked with pen cancellations
shown by Richard Schaeffer, the author of three recently published
Swiss postal history books; a very comprehensive study of the perforated
Sitting Helvetia issues with many unusual varieties by AHPS member
Harlan Stone (this exhibit will also be shown at NABA St Gallen);
a comprehensive display of the early Swiss classics including several
essays by Rolf Salinger; a particularly detailed display of the Tell
and Tell Boy issues including essays, Tell Boy cartoons and many
varieties by Hans Zweifel; and last, but not least, a truly outstanding
display of air mail covers covering the period 1913 to 1945 with
much scarce material, by Michael Crux. There was a great deal to
see and learn from these exhibits.
The Stamp Show organisers did provide facilities for specialist
societies to hold meetings but the charges were so high that
the HPS would have had to double members' subscriptions for this
year just to meet the cost. This was out of the question and so,
we were not able to arrange an international get-together such as
we had enjoyed in 1970, 1980 and 1990. That was a great pity.

M Rutherfoord

A NEW TYPE OF FULL-COLOUR PPI

The Coop sent out the other day a large magazine in a B4 cover weighing 295g.
Naturally no stamps were used for, I guess, the 500 000 copies sent out. The attractive 'stamps' were cancelled in red, but on each 'stamp' was a value, 180 & 200.
This was no coincidence, as CHF 3.80 would have been the normal postage, for less
than 3000 copies. A new system? I have calculated that the discounted cost fOr this
bulk sending would have been about 11%.
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- that you certainly remember the '3-hole' controversy, with the investigation by Zumstein proving that there are only two holes, 11 & 9 mm
diameter, made in the interspace sheets and a deformed hole, probably
caused by the 11 mm hand punch being dropped, at least twice. Now in
the Rölli auction of 24-26th February 2000 Lot No. 4008, for a full
sheet of 518 and S20 with the deformed hole (this was not mentioned in
the description, but I had a look), had a starting price of CHF 160.-.
It went for CHF 350.- net; a fair price. Now in a German auction "Hobbyphilatelie" are a number of items with the 'rare' deformed hole, including a full sheet as above, with an asking price of DEM 25 000. The
original SBZ article of November 1998 is quoted, and mis-quoted, as
proof of rarity. Fair?
- that the new inland rates have not yet been decided, nor when, but
the foreign rates for letters and parcels will go 1.11D on the 1st July
2000, but details are not yet known.
- that the SP claims that the delay in raising the inland rates will
cause a drop in revenue of CHF 100m.
- that the Swiss Postal Coaches (the yellow ones) have won the 10-year
contract, against seven other European bus firms, to run all bus
services (ie, continue) in LieChtenstein, for CHF 14.4m, for 2.2m km
per year using 49 vehicles and about 60 drivers. Most of the old diesel
buses will be replaced with ones using liquified natural gas motors.
- that the newly organized POs into seven regions (see page 31 in April)
will start up on the 1st of November 2000, with 80 staff.
- that the world-wide EMS (Express Mail Service, Datapost in UK) is
gradually being eroded by the private firms. Now the SPI has concluded
an agreement with TNT of Holland for the handling of all foreign parcels,
in addition to the one they have with General Parcel. Therefore from
the 1st of July parcels will be sent, at the new rates: Urgent (ex-EMS),
Priority (ex-A post), and Economy (ex-B post).
- that letter box collections are being rationalized. Those with few
letters per day will either be removed, or will be cleared only in the
morning. Others, starting in eastern Switzerland, will be cleared at
unknown times, ie, 'Next collection at ...' will not be indicated, only
a fixed information on the last clearing on Mon-Fri, Sat & Sun, to
achieve delivery the next morning anywhere in Switzerland. During the
week, at our nearest box, this means changed from 8p.m. to 6.45, without knowing if it has been cleared or not, especially when I am late
in sending the copy for the DYK page! The Sihlpost is 'open' till 8 p.m.
- that the latest news from the SPI is that they have made an agreement
with 34 AGIP petrol filling stations around Milan. Using freely supplied
envelopes or cardboard packets that can be sent to anywhere in Italy,
or the World, via Chiasso. This is possible if the price per item is
more than ITL 6000 (about £2.-). Delivery is promised in 24 hours fn
Italy, and up to 3 days in the rest of the world. If this is successful
the service will be extended across the whole country. Something new.
- that figure 1 shows the new publicity cancel used since the 20th of
April in Brienz, and figure _2 a similar subject on PP advertising mail,
le, begging letters. The 'stamp' is yellow and black.
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Figure 1 - the new
publicity cancel

Figure 2 - the PP cancel
used on advertising mail
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PACKET SECRETARY writes to say that he only has enough material for two packets
each of six circuits starting in late August. He needs good quality covers, cards
stamps up to the 1950s. Later material goes very slowly or not at all. Please try
send at least one or two booklets of suitable material as soon as possible.
ILO, WHO, BIE, Official & similar overprints on Swiss definitives - seven booklets
available and can be sent direct to any member who wishes to see them (GB only).
nnn C .umnnt.9 _
Pnr7phi1l. WIMBORNE. Dorset BH21 4HD. Tel: 01 202 88 36 09.
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Claude Mistely

INTERNATIONAL AVIATION MEETING, Geneva 1925

The composition of the vignettes issued for this meeting was not correctly explained
in last month's Newsletter, due to a lack of clarity on my part for which I apologise.
The correct information is as follows. The four vignettes issued were:
30c and 50c inscribed 'Suisse - France' on white paper;
30c and 50c inscribed 'Suisse - Europe Centrale' on coloured paper.
The two 'Suisse - Europe Centrale' vignettes also exist on white paper.
All were normally issued in perforated sheets of 12, but some imperforate copies
exist. Printing was about 5000 of each of the four basic values. The official sales
figures were:
50c - 4798
30c - 3436
'Suisse - France'
50c - 4704
'Suisse - Europe Centrale' 30c - 3458
I think these figures are unlikely to include the different varieties. Could someone
provide any information on this?
A cover flown on the special Geneva - Paris flight is shown here with two of the
special vignettes and stamped with the unofficial 'Poste Aerienne Geneve - Paris'
cachet in red as mentioned in last month's issue. There is no arrival postmark.

Mit Flugpostj
Par poste aérienne
Con posta aerea

There was also a special
postcard issued for the
meeting, the picture side
is shown below. Interestingly
the aircraft appears to be
a military biplane. It is
very probable that there
would have been a military
demonstration flight during
the meeting.

_________________ ...•
Meetir,is International de Geneve
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MRS H. ALMA LEE, RDP, Hon.FRPS L, Con Ph. H
Sadly our President Mrs Alma Lee passed away after a long illness on July 3rd. Family
and many friends gathered at Golders Green Crematorium to express their sympathy
and loss.
She would not wish us to dwell upon her illness over the past few months, but
rather to look back and be grateful for the many years of philatelic friendship
enjoyed.
Born Alma Grunberg in the Canton of Geneva her formative years were spent there.
During her teens her parents moved to Belgium and she resided with them until their
final move across the channel to Britain in the 1930s. Motoring was one of her keen
hobbies and she was a skilful driver; during the London Blitz of 1940 she could be
found at the wheel of an ambulance. She entered local government and was actively
involved in the welfare of children throughout her career.
From the early days she was a keen collector of Swiss stamps and this interest
TLmc.tics held -a- sp-eciai place and-her-short
wa fLaemusu ili he: p 1tl±li
book 'Introducing Thematic Collecting' can rightly be regarded as the best introduction to the subject.
She worked tirelessly upon her collection and all members will remember her superb
displays of the period 1843 to 1907. Over the years her collections advanced and
gold medals were her reward at National and international levels. She gained
special pleasure at Geneve 90 when her Swiss Cantonals were placed in the Court of
Honour alongside the famous Helveticus collection.
Her marriage to Ron Lee was not only one of the heart but also of well founded
philatelic interests- It was no secret that her husband would remember her birthdays with. a little item to add to her Swiss collection. Last year she donated her
entire collection to the Royal Philatelic Society with the wish that it should be
used to remember the contribution made by her husband during his long years as a
Fellow and Officer of the Society.
Throughout the philatelic world the name of Alma Lee was known and respected.
Her election to the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists was well deserved, and the
Helvetia Philatelic Society was honoured to submit her name for election. Of special
delight was the distinction of becoming the first lady member of the Consilium
Philatelicae Helveticae.
Member will miss the depth. of knowledge she brought and shared with the Society.
Her never falling interest in matters connected with Switzerland was always there,
and we are grateful for the many years of philatelic friendship she gave during
her time with us.
F P
Tribute from the Chairman of the Society, Claude Mistely
Alma Lee was a very gracious lady and a great philatelist who deservedly received
many honours. She was always ready to help and advise and to share her vast knowledge with others. The Society was very fortunate that she was able to be our
President for many years. She attended meetings regularly when she was well enough
to do so. She gave members very fine displays of outstanding material, the last of
these being at the Society's Golden Jubilee Day in 1996. She will be greatly
missed by us all.
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Claude Mistely
NABA 2000 EXHIBITION, St. GALLEN, 21-25 JUNE 2000
itions very well and NABA 2000 was
The Swiss usually stage their national stamp exhib
no exception.
and obtain the first stamps
The great excitement on the first day was to see
miniature sheet, both stated to be
produced on lace, a 5 franc stamp and a 20 franc
the two miniature sheets already
produced in limited quantities. With these and
al postmarks, a Zeppelin post and
issued plus postal stationery cards, several speci
on the Swiss Post millenium sheets
a large range of special imprints to be obtained
d an expenditure of several
together with your own picture, it would have neede
permutations if anyone was unwise
hundred francs to obtain every item in all the
to the Swiss Post stand were given
enough to try-L-to do this However, all visitors
an exhibition souvenir sheet free of charge.
was well laid out. All facets of
The stamp displays were superb and the exhibition
ies shown. There were some excellent
Swiss philately were represented with many rarit
tenstein with items dating from the
pre-stamp displays of both Switzerland and Liech
the Fischer Post and a 1785 regisof
18th century, including an interesting history
ion to splendid specialized
tered letter from Bern. Other highlights, in addit
included: displays of the Sitting
s,
issue
displays of the early cantonal and federal
n Stone and Ralph Soderberg
and Standing Helvetia issues by AHPS members Harla
UPU issue by Ubaldo Urietti, inrespectively; a comprehensive showing of the 1900
tute issues up to 1926 by Hans
cluding essays and counter sheets; the Pro Juven
s; the 1949 Industry and Landscape
Zweifel, with plate varieties plus essays and proof g display of Swiss Airmails by
andin
issue by Max Siegrist with many essays; an outst
e cover with all values of the
uniqu
vered
disco
tly
recen
Roland Kohl, including the
a comprehensive display of Bundesfirst Scadta issue overprinted for Switzerland;
for overseas, by Guido Zachand; a
feier cards from 1901, including some produced
r. There was, of course, much,
fine display of Swiss Soldier Stamps by Max Sutte
much more so this is a very personal selection.
n of Collecting", and it included
The theme of the exhibition was "The Fascinatio
motor vehicles, musical boxes, old
displays of other collectables such as historic
l cow bells, woodblocks and coins
typewriters, National Festival badges, traditiona
with philately. There was also
links
and medals among others, many of them showing
used on the "Graf Zeppelin"
china
ding
lin items inclu
an outstanding display of Zeppe
s and other artefacts backed by the
and "Hindenburg" as well as Menus, photograph
Hans Kagi.
appropriate covers for many Zeppelin flights, by
days so concentration was on the
three
for
ition
I was only able to be at the exhib
the younger people's show, Junaphilex,
Swiss and Liechtenstein exhibits. I did look at
tunately I could not go on the
which contained some fine thematic exhibits. Unfor
ip land. I was very pleased to see
Aerophilatelic Day and see the new Zeppelin airsh
, as well as friends from the AHPS
Michael Rutherfoord, Fred Pickard and Tony Hoyle
who had an excellent display of
and to meet their new President James Anderson,
to have been able to go to
Swiss TPOs at the Show. I did feel very privileged
this splendid exhibition.
Symonds
NOTES FROM THE PACKET SECRETARY, Don
rs has submitted a claim for items
I have to report that one of our packet contributo
which he believes to have been switched.
de that any discrepancies should
Members are reminded that the packet rules provi
nts on the Remittance Advice Note
be notified to the Packet Secretary through comme
received, who shall be liable for
and to the member from whom the packet has been
the value of the missing items.
sent out in the packet are as
As the Packet Secretary I try to ensure that items closer inspection with fewer
a
described, but those receiving the packet can make
incident and that I will not
ted
isola
an
is
this
trust
I
booklets to go through.
have happened this time.
have to report further 'switches' as appears to
preparing 24 packets for posting by
The new season is nearly upon us and I am busy
holiday during that period advise me
early September so please can members going on
ial is split, with half the packets
of their movements to avoid hold-ups. The mater
ed material which I hope you will
having new books, the remainder being recirculat
the end of September along with
by
d
neede
not have seen before. More booklets are
and unusual items will always sell
3% of the value to cover insurance; good quality
more quickly than inferior material.
RATION ON THE REMITTANCE
Finally, PLEASE BE SURE THAT WHEN SIGNING THE DECLA
AS DESCRIBED BY THE VENDOR.
ADVICE NOTE THAT ALL THE ITEMS SENT FORWARD ARE
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Travelled 1000s of miles, 8o years old, and a bit battered!

Page 59
John Cordingley

On 19 August 1920 the firm COMPTOIR LUZ of Geneve sent a parcel to Messrs. Liano & Cia, in BUENA
VENTURA, COLOMBIA. Its card with Fr 7.25 of postage had a Geneve 1 parcel label attached at the top.
The parcel went through Vallorbe on 20 August, gained the label at the bottom of the card and was
stamped in violet by the Swiss Postal Customs.
For some reason the parcel was not accepted so was returned via France and Pontarlier. Here the card
was stamped at least three times. On the reverse there is a cds for the Swiss postal agency in Pontarlier
dated 21.1V.21. On the front of the card, top centre there are the unboxed words Statistique 0.05 and
Douane 0.10 both in red. Below this again in red within a box is Pontarlier Douane Poste dated 22.1V.21
and numbered 5202.

A Statement of Duty label was stuck on probably using a brush and a pot of glue only for it to be removed
and replaced by a second label. On the left this has 8 x 0.10 and 8 x 0.05 amounts that refer to the
Statistique and Douane amounts previously noted.
A total of Fr 26.60 became due all amounts entered in indelible
pencil. An additional Fr 3.20 was then added in blue crayon to
make a grand total of Fr 29.80.
Other cancellations have been applied at various times. The
reverse has a 'Pas de taxe a rembourser' cachet and the front
'FRANC DE DROITS'. A considerable number of crayon, pencil
and ink markings are on the card and although these must
have been important to somebody, I can make no sense of
them.
The card is a bit battered but this is hardly surprising as the
accompanying parcel was in the postal system of several
countries for 8 months! The Pontarlier - Agence des Mess.Suisses is very clear. I know very little about
such cancellations and nothing concerning the situations when they were applied. Am I right in thinking
that they were usually applied to mail originating at the Agencies rather than mail passing through into
Switzerland?
STOP PRESS - Society meeting in Salisbury on Saturday the 12th of May 2001
We have our first speaker and display 'on line'. Christine Earle has agreed
to show her medal winning TELL BOY display.
During the lunch period there will be a display of TRIAL PRINTS from our
Hon. Librarian, and expert in this subject, Derrick Slate.
Make a note now not to miss this Day of Swiss Philately at the Clovelly Hotel. D S
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SWISS RAILWAYS AND THEIR CANCELLATIONS - a query from D A Dixie
d
The newspaper wrapper illustrated here is a recent acquisition and I am intrigue
1908.
MRZ
25
bureau
Verkehrs
il-Bahn
al-Huttw
Langenth
reading
purple)
by the oval stamp (in
their
In part IX of his most informative series of articles on Swiss Railways and
alCancellations (January 1969 Newsletter), Mr R L Christian wrote of the Langenth
November
Wolhusen Railway, "The section from Langenthal to Huttwil was opened on 1st
a
1889 and (was) followed by the section Huttwil-Wolhusen on 9th May 1895", stating
was
and
little later that the earliest cancellation read Langenthal-Wolhusen/Bahnpost
in use from 1911 to 1934.
Would I be right in supposing that the oval stamp was used to indicate mail (and
tion
perhaps other items) received for carriage on the railway prior to the introduc
Hutwill
the
did
ent
of the first official cancel in 1911? If so, by what arrangem
postmark come to be applied a day later than the oval railway stamp?
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M Rutherfoord

a rare Swiss Postal Label

_

Franke. Zo11. 1

.

Figure 1
I
I

Geblihrenfrei
Franc de droits
di diritti I
Franco
-------

Franc de droit,. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _.._ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - i.

Nr. 807a.

C. B. xi.

98. 20,000 Bl. A 15

Figure 2

No. 807. - 1.30. 70,000 h. 10.
Format D912 (1'7X48).

,

Tax- und gebührenfrei
Franc de taxes et de droits
Franco di tasse e di diritti

236.28 1188 30 000 x 10 p0

.

.

Figure 3

country
How often have you received a parcel, perhaps a Christmas present, from another
customs
the
worse
or
postman,
the
pay
only to have the pleasure spoiled by having to
office in a distant town, a nice sum of customs dues and other charges?
worldThe young UPU considered this problem at length and, on 30.7.1875, introduced a
in
dues,
these
all
pay
to
prepared
was
he
declared
wide system whereby the sender
addition to the postage and, consequently, made a deposit at his local PO to cover
was
this - for letters and parcels. At first an indication in red ink on the parcel
ink
The
seen).
used, as well as a special parcel accompanying form (which I have never
and
Switzerl
in
message said "Franco de port et des droits de douane", but was replaced
in 1898 by a yellow label with black text (see figure 1).
HQ
After the parcel had passed through customs in the recipient's country, that PO
not
was
What
e.
procedur
had to claim the money from the sender's PO; a complicated
used
used of the deposited money was returned to the sender. Figure 2 shows the label
label
t
differen
12
all,
In
1997.
in 1930, and figure 3 the last label of February
types are known, all on yellow paper. Very rare on piece and seldom used today.
Figure 3 shows seven from a rouletted strip of ten; printed in February 1988. The
wording has not changed from 1967 to 1997. Most of this information comes from
"Les etiguettes postales Suisses 1876-1999" by G Guignard and L Vuille.
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SAMOA TO GERMANY via BASEL but why? Ian Gilchrist with help from Georges Schild
Ian says that he bought this cover recently and found it interesting as he has
never seen one like it before. If any other member has a similar one he would be
pleased to hear from them. In his search for an answer he sent a copy to Georges
Schild in Bern who supplied some of the theories as to the route the cover took
to get from Samoa to Germany.
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Now read on to see what they think happened.The envelope is franked with a 211d
New Zealand stamp overprinted in red 'Samoa'. It was cancelled in Appia in 1919.
The letter was addressed to a 'Pastor Hildebrand' in Germany. Appia was the capital
of Western Samoa and was mandated to New Zealand by the League of Nations; it was
a protectorate of Germany prior to WWI. The cover was censored in Samoa with the
cancel of No. 3 Censor, boxed, back and front.
On the 5th of November 1919 a 25c blue Helvetia with sword was added in Basel
and cancelled with type 0.2.7 continuous canceller. On arrival in Germany the cover
was opened and resealed with two German censor tapes (shown 'opened out').
Why did it pass through Basel; who added the 25c and paid for it? Now it is down
to guess work. It is suggested that the letter was sent by German missionaries in
Appia who stamped the letter and had it censored before it was sent as part of a
bulk mailing to the large Basel Mission Co. In Basel. It could even have been
taken by hand by a missionary and the Basel Mission added the 25c and forwarded
it to Germany. (World War _I ended on 11th November 1918 and the Treaty of
h
June 1919.)
Versailles was signed on fet
Can any member come up with more information about the cover and its route?
M Rutherfoord

SUISSE, SWEDEN, SWITZERLAND, what's the difference?
A

For a number of years letters have come across the tlantic,addressed to a Swiss
town, but directed to Sweden, for various reasons. They were then redirected and a
rubber cancel gave the reason.
Lately a machine has been
used in Stockholm to apply
...,
G.S. POSTAGE
M AL
i ;I IGE
the slogan, in red, not always
eArt3
clearly. By chance this one,
7
4:,. Nc.,q .,
KANSAS
13.
in French, is readable. Does
NO". 535
Pb
P
ZIP CODE 66202
Switzerland redirect any
LA
cz ft.
mail to Sweden. Do any of
.
,
.
•
you know?
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C Micotti
CAN ANYONE HELP IN 'deciphering' THIS POSTCARD FROM 1902?
First, on the picture side, are the signatures of four men. Who were they? Were they
'Mountaineers' perhaps? F Castellain; S Walsh(?); Johnstone Baird; L J Baird.
Secondly, the card is franked with a 5c stamp (internal rate?) cancelled 23.IX.02
in Kandersteg. Cancelled on the left in Thun on 23.IX.02 and overstruck 24.IX.02 in
d to England. The PTT added the large 'T'
Oberhofen b/Thun before being re-directe
I
and '05'. On arrival in England the ld I.S.E. was added, which is not a common one.
As the Postage Due is generally twice the deficient amount I cannot solve the charge.
The Castellains must have been well known to be addressed to such a vague address,
or is Aigburth at Liverpool? Any further information will be gratefully accepted.
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Martin Mantell
SWISS POSTAGE DUES IN LIECHTENSTEIN
This postcard from Germany has had 35c dues affixed in Schaan on 26.V.22, but they
are Swiss not the ones issued in Liechtenstein. Is this correct?
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Did you know?

M Rutherfoord
- that the new "Stempel"News" has come out, at the NABA St. Gallen,
titled "Phila News" with yellow overlays, monthly only and, apparently,
gratis. The cover photo (b/w) shows the postcard issued at the NABA
St. Gallen of a Zeppelin over St. Gallen. The layout is more open than
before, but without any paragraph numbers; and programme for rest of year
- that the St. Gallen NABA was remarkable in many ways, mostly positive. Information was poorly handled, some visitors didn't even know
there was a second floor, but below. At the Palmares we were told about
the flight of the new Zeppelin to St. Gallen where it picked up seven
bags of mail. Where did this mail come from? Nobody was selling covers
or other items at the show, as far as I could see. An opportunity that
was missed. The blocks of 4 lace 'stamps' were sold out before the end.
I did not have the courage to put a single 'stamp' on an ordinary
letter to go through a cancelling machine.
- that Jean-Marie Gassman has been replaced as head of 'Stamps and
Philately' by the previous head of 'Product Services' (and a member
of the Board of Directors of the t Crossair' airline) Elsa Baxter-Fuchs.
- that I have just received (sorry, I found it in a waste-paper
basket in the St. Gallen main PO) an advertising 'letter' with a new
50c definitive on it, ie, for a bulk rate, but with cut sides, from an
automatic stamp affixing machine. It was correctly announced that on
20th March this stamp would be sold in rolls of 1000 and 10 000, and
that singles, or strips of eleven, would not be sold by the Philatelic
bureaux (too much trouble). These replace the much used 50c lefthanded postman coils (see the figure below).
- that only weeks before the end of June the new foreign rates for the
1st of July were handed out at POs. The following are for normal
letters, up to B5, 20mm thick (old rates shown in parentheses).
Weight

g
20
50
100
150

A Post

I
I

Eur. & Med.
1.30 (1.10)
2.00 (1.80)
3.00 (2.80)
(5.00)

B Post
Rest
1.80 (1.80)
3.00 (3.00)
4.30 (4.30)
(7,30)

Eur. & Med.
1.20 (0.90)
1.70 (1.20)
2.00 (1.50)
(2.20)

Rest
1.40 (1.10)
2.00 (1.40)
2.50 (2.00)
(3.00)

Note that there is no longer a 150g rate, it now falls into the 'Large

Letter' category; this is defined as up to B4, 20mm thick, three steps
to 500g. Then there is the 'Maxi Letter', over B4, 20mm thick, four
steps to 2000g. Printed matter up to 5kg. Letters to the USA have not
changed - popular route? The registration fee goes from 4 to 5 CHF.
- that the FL will issue a nice set of four for the Sydney Olympic
Games on the 4th of September, taking into account (I guess) the as
yet unannounced new inland rates, and the above.
- that this year's PP stamps are again printed by the SP, but in small

sheets of 20
don't forget
- that there
K-cancel was

:o
4*
(IL,
1 5

: ',

d

stamps, to encourage
that there are eight
was an error on p55;
as shown, on the 7th

those who collect by the sheet, but
per printing cylinder rotation.
the first day of use of the Brienz
of June 2000.

THE NEW BULK RATE DEFINITIVE MENTIONED ABOVE
.
, in black of 8600
The
<-0
. . with n o neutral
- cancel .is a _ private one
or advertising 'flag'. The 'VIII/l7' In the lower half is 'VIII'
for the 'old' Post District 8 (Zurich), and '17' is for the seventh
owner to be given permission to cancel in black, bulk rate.

Prize-winning Swiss Exhibits at The Stamp Show 2000 - collated by Martin Mantell
Rolf Salinger - Gold Medal - Cantonal and Federal issues.
Richard Schaefer - Gold Medal - study of pen cancels on classic stamps.
Harlan Stone - Gold Medal - Perforated Sitting Helvetia.
Michael Crux - Large Vermeil - Swiss Airmail 1913-1945.
Hans Zweiful - Large Vermeil - Tell Boy issues.
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48, June 1999)
SWISS TRIAL PRINTS by Derrick Slate (continued from page

P.T.T. JUBILEE MINIATURE SHEET 1930 - 1980

.
( Multicoloured print for the 1961 High Value Competition )

WERTZEICHENDRUCKEREI PTT
1930-1980
•
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K. BICKEL •

• U. HUBER-BAVIER

IMPRIMERIE

DES TIMBRES-POSTE DES PTT

1930-1980

Inscription:
Designer:
Engraver:
Printing:
Printing Machine:
Paper:
Sheet Size:
Stamp Size:
Pane Numbers:
Printed:
Sheet Inscription:

PTT Stamp Printing Works 1930 - 1980 (in three languages)
Ursula Huber-Bavier
Karl Bickel ( Junior )
Recess/Photogravure Combined ( multicolour recess )
SSR III
Thick White & Shiny
114 X 90 mm
45 1/4 X 55 mm
None
Autumn 1980
WERTZEICHENDRUCKEREI PIT 1930-1980
PTT STAMP PRINTING WORKS 1930-1980
IMPRIMERIE DES TIMBRES-POSTE DES PTT 1930-1980
STAMPERIA DEI SEGNI DI VALORE PTT 1930-1980

1980 RECESS/PHOTOGRAVURE - THICK WHITE SHINY PAPER

- MATT WHITE GUM

Recess

Photogavure

Green

Dark Geen, Light Green and Yellow - Orange

EXPO 1964 SYMBOL & EXPERIMENTAL SORTING OFFICE CODES
( UNUSED ENVELOPE)
mental sorting office bars
Large E+ in Yellow with Blue bo,.rder — 8 Yellow experi

rfip
Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
Printed by RPM Reprographics (Chichester) Ltd., Chichester GB

UDC 656.835 (494)
ISSN 0951-0001
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No. 9 September 2000
John Cordingley

Odd Postal Use

This odd and slightly tatty cover came as part of an auction lot and as I was looking out for Tell issues
used on cover, it was certainly worth a closer examination. Sent on 21 November 1930 from
LEUVEN/LOUVAIN in Belgium this green envelope contained contents that merited a Registered label.
Addressed to LUZERN 6 the cover has a clear cds LUZERN 2 BRIEFAUSGABE dated 22 November on the
reverse. The same cancellation has been applied to both Registered label and stamp. The red crayon -.25
corresponds to the stamp value and it would seem that the stamp had been applied to cover this amount.
A number of queries result. What did the envelope contain? Why was 25c required? Who required the
25c and who 'paid' for the stamp if this was an internal correspondence between postal authorities?
Suggestions please so that I can write up this cover for the collection! (And the News] et ter. Ed.)

Annual General

mean*

Notice is given to all members of the
Society AGM
which will be held at 6.30pin on
Wednesday November 8th in the
Victory Services Club,
Seymour Street, London W2.
Members are invited to submit items for
inclusion in the Agenda.

HELV PHIL SOC NEWSL I 53rd year I No.9 I pp 65-72 I London Sept

2000 1 ISSN

0951-0001
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THE SWISS POSTAL AGENCIES ABROAD - information from members after the query from
John Cordingley on page 59 last month
Michael Rutherfoord notes that the item has 'Franc de Droits' stamped on it and the
article on page 60 last month may explain this. In the last line of the article the
Foreign Agencies could not originate mail, they only arranged transit as far as he
knows but he will look into it one day.
E Quinton wrote to say that for a number of years he has been collecting these
marks and trying to get information about them. He has several articles which mainly
list the towns in which they operated with the dates of operation. Information which
he received from the PTT Museum in Bern gave a classification of their services:
REISENDEINSHREIBSTELLE - Passenger booking place (office)
PAKETAGENTUR

- Parcel agency

IDOSTAGENTUR

- Postal agency

MESSAGERIEBUREAU

- Message bureau or office

MESSAGERIEAGENTUR

- Message agency

He says that he has been unable to establish a difference between the last four types
as he has high values of postage on piece from both the second and third types.
Mr Quinton has sent the following information from "The Swiss Postal Agencies Abroad
and the Foreign Postal Agencies in Switzerland" by Albert Auberson, Bern 1937 (extract
from the Swiss Philatelic Journal Nos 1-5, 1937):
ITALY - These routes are dealt with in great detail giving rules and articles of agreement between the Swiss Post Office and the Sardinian Government for each town on the
various routes as they extended into Italy, or contracted as the Italian railways
expanded. These rules covered: "Drivers to obey the Sardinian laws; exchange of letters;
parcels and passengers, and other matters."
FRANCE - There is not much to say about the agencies on French Territory as there seem
to be no special agreements with the French Authorities about their creation. The
parcel service was run by the railways and was not the concern of the post office. It
seems the matter of the agencies was agreed and settled by letter. As the French routes
operated directly between two towns, such as Pontarlier and Neuchatel, it is probable
that the letter or parcel was handed in at the agency office and went by diligence into
Switzerland. Mr Quinton says that he does not have a mark of Pontarlier (opened 1855,
closed 1862, re-opened 1889 and still open) nor does he have any French marks on
complete parcel cards.
For the Italian routes he has one parcel card from Omega and one from Intra (both
agencies, but closed before the dates on these cards). These went by Swiss coach from
Luino to Switzerland and were then forwarded to addressees in Germany. Another card
from Genoa also went via Luino to Genave. He also has a letter from Livorno to St.
Petersburg which went via Luino then on the Chur-St.Gallen TPO before passing to
the Württemberg TPO; there are no further markings.
Don Dixie has sent information from the album pages in his collection of those agencies
of which he has examples of the cancellations. Of the agencies in France he has:
Divonne-les-Bains - Opened in 1876 it was closed on the 1st of October 1905 following
the inauguration of the railway between Nyon and Divonne.
Morez du Jura and Les Rousses were established on the 1st of May 1876 under the
responsibility of the local Conductor of Posts for the carriage of mail by the postal
route to Nyon. Both remained open until the 31st of December 1913.
There was also an office at Bois d'Amont from the 1st of September 1877 until the 4th
of September 1884.
AGENCIES IN ITALY - Domodossola (or Domo d'Ossola) was the first to be opened, in 1849,
and while its usage for postal purposes ended in 1906, when the Simplon Tunnel opened,
it continues to exist in amended form for the exchange of freight.
Initially the Agency was the terminus for the diligence service from Lausanne via
the Simplon Pass. In 1864 the route was extended to Arona, and in 1883, in place of
Arona, to Intra. The Agency also served the Centovalli Route from Locarno.
INTRA - From the time when the railway reached Baveno, mailcoaches no longer needed
to travel as far as Arena at the southern end of Lake Maggiore. They were routed
instead via Gravellona to Intra where an agency was opened in 1883. However, with
the rapid expansion of the railway system the need for the agency soon declined. It
was closed in 1888 along with five others on the route.
ISELLA - An Agency on the Simplon Route was opened at Isella (or Iselle) in 1864.
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It remained in existence until 1920 despite the completion, 14 years earlier of
the railway link with Italy. The postal cancellations reflect the function of the
Agency as a stagecoach office.
LUINO - Situated on the shore of Lake Maggiore Luino housed an Agency on the "Langensee Route" from 1857 to 1940. An Exchange Office continued to function thereafter.
CHIAVENNA - The Agency at Chiavenna was established in 1861 and remained open for
60 years, until 1921. Situated at the junction of the Val S. Giacomo and the Val
Bregaglia, it received mail for the diligence services on both the Spltigen Route
to Chur via Thusis and the Maloja Route to Samedan via St. Moritz.
TIRANO - The Agency at Tirano was established in May 1869 and continued in operation
until June 1908. It functioned throughout as a terminus of the route which ran
north-west through the Val Poschiavo and the Bernina Pass to Samedan. Up to 1876 it
served also as a pick-up point on the route which then ran between Colico and the
Umbrail Pass via the Valtellina.
COLICO - Colico is situated at the northern end of Lake Como. An Agency operated
there from 1861 to 1886, serving both the Splagen Route to Chur and the Maloja
route to Samaden, as well as the route to Bormio via Tirano.
Don Dixie has none (so far) from the following, and therefore no album page:
France - Pontarlier; Italy - Pallanza, Camerlata, Milan, Campodolcino, Monte
SplUga, Pianazzo, San Giacomo Filippo.
Members wanting further information on the Swiss Postal Agencies Abroad will find
it in the Newsletter between August 1961 and February 1962 and again in 1988.
Copies of the Newsletter are held in the Society's Library and are available from
the Hon. Librarian, Derrick Slate, whose address is in the Programme Card. If you
write to an Officer of the Society please remember to enclose a stamped, addressed
envelope if you require a reply - otherwise the cost comes out of Society funds!
The Swiss Postal Agencies around Nyon, on the shore of Lac Leman, are shown on the
modern map below. This part of the Jura mountains is well worth a visit, by car or
the railway from Nyon. In winter it is an excellent region for cross-country skiing.
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Machine Cancellation - Query

the post office Bern 1. The
In 1911 the PIT introduced a machine canceller on an experimental basis into the
city name, hour of the
showing
crown
date
the
parts;
two
in
American 'Flier' machine had a canceller
machine supplied to
The
flag.
or
canceller
defacer,
killer,
r
rectangula
basically
a
and
date;
year
and
day,
the insertion ofa
by
differed
only
and
similar
Bernwas supplied with four different flags. These were
book
Markings in
his
and
in
ons
Ganz
Felix
Cancellati
lines.
Postal
two
bottom
the
in
different letter
mail over the
letterD
boxes,
letter
from
collected
letters
hed
distinguis
C
letter
a
that
supposes
d
Switzerlan
on for
appear
ons
cancellati
similar
As
transit.
in
mail
counter, letter Rregistered mail, and letterTfor
machine
of
catalogue
EP
SVP/ASC
The
use.
US
for
n
explanatio
an
be
might
this
mail,
instance NewYork
cancellations rates flags with letter C to be relatively common and with those containing the letters R (see
illustration) andTto be quite difficulttofind. As I have examples ofallfour
cancellations on postcards with 10c stamps, Ganz' explanation ofletteruse
does not seem to be appropriate to Swiss use. Somewhere I seem to
...remember seeing a reference declaring that the letter was used to denote the
likely
more
seems
this
examples
my
From
cancelled.
was
mail
time that the
but please has any member more information.

ANSWERS TO QUERIES - Irvine Roberts from East Kilbride wrote to express his thanks to
the members of the Society who took the time to reply to his request for information
on the Airmail vignettes for the aviation meeting in Geneva. The replies were very
helpful. He says that it is good to know that with the combined Knowledge within the
Society most queries can be answered, with little extras thrown in as a bonus.
AS EDITOR I REPEAT MY REQUEST for items for the Newsletter - long or short, queries
or finds you have made on holiday. The content of the Newsletter is up to you. All
I can do is repeat old articles or look for bigger illustrations to fill the eight
pages each month. Have you sent an embroidered stamp through the post? If so then
send a photocopy if it survived all the handling machinery. You may even have found
time to look through the stockbook of some foreign dealer and found a 'plum':
ART Clayton writes about the query by Don Dixie on page 60 last month. "The oval
'Verkehrsbureau' is similar to one I have seen used by another private railway (the
Tramelan-Tavannes) where it is clearly an office stamp showing the name of the railway headquarters as originators of the correspondence. My opinion is that the cancel
shown on the cover belonging to Mr Dixie was applied for the same reason, and was not
a 'forerunner of the Official Bahnpost' which was first used in 1911, or used instead
of a single-line cancellation. If Mr Dixie's supposition is right, the oval cancel
would have been applied to all mail from the public received for carriage on the
railway, and one might have expected to see more of them about.
This is only an opinion, and I acknowledge I may be wrong."
MO Welch writes about the postcard query by Mr Micotti on page 62 last month. "While
not an expert, the following is what I belive to be the case in 1902 (it certainly
was from 1906). The 1/2d postage due is correct. If an item correctly franked at the
internal rate was later re-directed abroad, then only the deficit was charged as the
postage due - not double the deficit. The country of origin marked the item with the
letter 'T' (for Taxe), and the deficit in French centimes. These are the figures '05'
near the 'T'. The country of receipt converted this at the rate of 25 centimes =
foreign letter rate - i.e. 21/2d. at this time. As for 'Aigburth, my old 'Post Offices
of the United Kingdom' lists Aigburth as a suburb of Liverpool 17."
1

CAMPIONE,one of the Italian
enclaves in Switzerland, and
the source of much. speculation
about the stamps issued there
in 1944. Fred Smith has spent
a lot of time investigating the
issues. His first query concerns
the heraldic arms of the commune.
Can any member explain why the
snail now goes the other way,
why the crozier has also changed
COMUNE Di E4MP1ONE
direction, why has the flail now
five not three parts?
1944 stamp A
1990s shield i>

pirv
cr 1 vi
" - ras c-.1.0-1°P41
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CAMPIONE D'ITALIA - more from Fred Smith
.

During his research into the postal side
of the issues of Campione one genuine
cover turned up. This had been sent from
the commune on the 4th of December 1945
to the Red Cross in Geneve. It seems to
have contained a 5fr banknote and a reply
coupon for 30c. Arrived on the 5th and
passed to the message service on the 6th.
A nice item which must have come out of
the Red Cross vaults as part of a bulk lot.
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The other four covers have a strong fishy
odour about them. Signor/Berm n Luigi/Ludwig
LAGNAZ seems to have had access to both
the Italian and Swiss/Liechtenstein post
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Do members have other examples of his work?
Do other genuine Campione covers exist?
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Was there an airmail service between
Campióne and Liechtenstein in 1944?

No Liechtenstein Tax mark, only the
Italian 'T' applied where? Was lfr the
correct amount for the 'Expres'?
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RACCOMANDATA

- /. 12. 44

An R-label only indicates that the
item is to be 'Signed for' or the__
_equivalent of !Recorr9=d_DeliveryJ
in GB. The Swiss rate at the time
was 30c.
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The supplement for 'Urgent' was
only 20c. Was this label added
later or was the Philatelic
Bureau in Bern also part of
this unusual mail?
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Cancelling the stamps with
a 'T' pre-dates the idea
in Switzerland by 10 years!
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Martin Mantell

IS THIS A COVER TO RUSSIAN INTERNEES IN SWITZERLAND?

It has a CCCP cds of 27.5.41 and Registration mark of Baranovici (south of Minsk).
Addressed to A Brandel, Chur, Hotel Mars81 with another Russian cds of 3.6.41 and
Swiss Feldpost cds of 13.VI.41 on the reverse. From the many names on the front it
may have contained mail for several internees. Is this interpretation correct? If
not just what is this cover about? Ideas to the Editor for publication, please.
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WANTED Harlan Stone is still trying to
complete a '24-hour clock' of cancels on
the Cross & Numeral issue. If you have
any with the 'time' shown as I r ITI and/
or IV then send a photocopy and your
price to: Harlan Stone, PO Box 770334,
Woodside, NY 11377, USA.
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A NEW CANCEL FROM ZERMATT turned up this
month. It was posted by a friend on the
3rd of August and no postage due was
charged here. The 'T' has unusual 'serifs'
Can any member with a knowledge of typography identify the typeface?
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WANTED - A couple of 'fairly recent'
catalogues of the Zumstein Specialised
and the Sieger Zeppelin. Offers to Martin
Mantell, 20 Maple Grove, Trowbridge,
Wiltshire BA14 OHU.
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M Rutherfoord

- that the Federal Council decided in July not to allow the SP to raise
the basic internal A & B letter rates above the present 90c & 70c, but
restricted to 100g instead of the previous 250g (since 1891). However,
heavier letters and parcels will be allowed but will cost more. As the
SP reckon they are losing CHF 100m per year thereby it seems inevitable that many small post offices will be closed.
- that when the parcel rates go up they too will be divided into A & B,
ie, 'Priority', fast delivery for an extra CHF 2.-, and 'Economy' or
slow delivery. Four bands only 2 to 20kg, instead of five up to 30kg.
- that at St. Gallen a Large Gold was well-earned by Dr Giovanni
Balimann with his exce p tional exhibit on the history and development
of machine cancellations from the first use in Switzerland in 1911.
It is rare for an exhibit showing post-1907 material to gain high
honours. Perhaps this is at last showing an acceptance of modern themes
by juries, and not before time with classic material way beyond the
purse of any new collector today. Owing to their scarcity, many historical postmarks make Basel Dove stamps look like packet fillers.
- that the 2001 Swiss catalogues are available in four versions: the
dealers' (SBK), in German or French at CHF 19.- each, p&p extra; then
Zumstein has its German/French edition
in two bindings - book form at
p
CHF 25.- inland p&p included and s iral bound at CHF 25.-, p&p extra.
One of them at least is a must for all collectors of Switzerland.
- that those members with a stock of 'oldish' Swiss
banknotes should
check during their next visit that Swiss shopkee p ers will still accept
them. If not then banks will exchange them without charge; if they are
very old then the National Bank will usually still take them. If you
are in any doubt then send me photocopies and I will ask the local bank.
- that the very useful SBB/CFF map, 1:300 000 has been re-issued at
CHF 19.80. Details of all city, local and regional train and bus
services are shown in a separate booklet along with a 'List of Places'
together with some 'Places to See'; in four languages (with English)
mainly. Well worth the price!
- that in future if one of the yellow posting boxes gets less than 50
letters between collections, there is a risk of it being removed or
the number of daily collections being reduced, but there will always
be a Sunday collection. Of the 21 500 boxes in use at present one should
be within 400m of each household. Each of the 23 'Letterpost Centres'
can make its own decisions on how it intends to make the collection
more efficient, and cheaper.
- that all posting boxes are being fitted internally with a bar code
which cannot be read until the box is empty. A hand-held 'reader' is
then used to register when each box on the route is cleared, and also
at post offices. This ensures that all boxes are cleared at the specified
_(internal) times, and in effect, when eRch _letter entered the system_
- that the Swiss Post International (SPI) is continuing its activities
in Italy to help postcards reach their addressees quickly. More than
100 hotels now sell the same booklets of 'stamps' as last year.
- that once again Charles LaBlonde has discovered another curious thing
about this postcard system for tourists. He received two different
postcards from Paris, which went to the USA via Zürich Airport: See
figure 1 with the impression in black, customer No. 077 MTS (Mail
Transport System?). So far this type has been seen only for foreign
mail to be distributed in Switzerland. Figure 2 is in red and smaller,
number changed to 977 (?) and the time included, 17:00. There are no
stamps as 'PP' is sufficient, but who paid what and to whom? Both the
postcards were handed in at a Paris hotel.
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RED CROSS MESSAGE CARDS - sent in by Derrick Slate
The first card seems to be for general use and was intended to be sent direct to the
Headquarters of the International Committee of the Red Cross in Genve. Although the
reverse of each card contains the same information they have not been produced by
the same printer. The second card was produced for use by the ICRC Delegation that
had an office in Baden-Baden; they no doubt handled the processing for that area.
The printer's codes on the cards look as if they were produced in France but it needs
a typographer to identify the particular font that was used. The first card is coded
"P.10.079' and the second "Impr.Nat. - 1042-3.2156(M)". Have members seen these cards
before or have we an expert that can give us more details of their use?
IONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
COMITE INTERNAT
CENTRALE OES PRISONNIERS, DE GUERRE
AGENCE

natemsnat
I. - itatemanto

.•

intonate

Geburtsdahnn-Gate of WW1- Datedenaiisonee
Incorporation
•

Erk

•

•

h tr
--" P "' """ ' " "'

•

.

GebOhnsefrei
Free ef sharp.
Franc de port

Any information on these cards to go
direct to Derrick Slate - his address
is on the Programme Card.

ADDRESSEE - DESTINATAIRE
•
EMP FAN GER

- RED CROSS MESSAGE :: MESSAGE CROIX-ROUGE

. Nom
. •

Surname •
Name '
.
•
.• .
Vorname- Christian Name, Painom: 4............................ ... ABSENCE] -SENDER - EXPÉDITEDR:
......................... Name • Na ne - Nom: ..........................................................

Geddri4Mr0

Vorname :hristian Name • Prénom: ......................................
Anuc 1t, • Address- Adresse:...........
Anschrift - Address - Adresse • ...................................

•

fnetrikelnurnesarunbekanntsind dneusilinlen.
• if the present address and the hew Nr. ere
nut known, please do net fiN in.
N• de P. G. sont
• Si
g redress, ictvelle
In o., looser on Wane.

zu senden an:
COMITE INTERNATIONAL
DE LA

CROIX-ROUGE
•

General card (?)

Mitteilung 25 Worte, nur persönliche Familiennachrichten: .
Mer.,age 25 words, Family news of strictly Personal character:
Message 25 mots, de caractere strictement personnel et.famtlial

AGENCE CENTRALE
DES
PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE

GENEVE

(SuiSSEt.
Datum • Date Date :

Ip.mm

CROIX-ROUGE
COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LAOE
GUERRE
AGENCE CENTRALE

DES PRISONNiERs

GebUtImMrei
Free a! charge
Franc de port

Nationalität - Nationality • Nationaliti
6eburtsdatum • Date of birth- Date de naissance
Militareinteilung • Unit -Incorporation

Erkennungsmarka -Army

N.

Name -- Surname - Nom :

Vorname

ADDRESSEE - DESTINATAIRE

Matricule

EMPFÄNGER

French zone card (?)

'

Christian Name • Prénom: .......................................

Dienstgrad - Rank - Grade : ..................................
r
- Pow N . - N" P. G. • • ..................................
Anschrift - Address - Adresse • :

Kgf.

und die kgf.
• Falls die gegenwartige Anschrill
Matrikelnurnmer unbekannt sind, nicht auslUtten.
• It the present eddress and the Pow N. are _
please do not fill in. .
not known,
r
• Si rad esse actuelle at le N de P. G. sent .......
inconnus, lamber en Diane.

•

ROTKREUZ MITTEILUNG - RED CROSS MESSAGE - MESSAGE CROIX-ROUGE
AESENDER - SENDER EXPÉDITEUR:
,..bourw,d
Name • Name - Nom: ..................................................
Vorname • Christian Name - Prénom •.................................
.
Anschrift - Address Adresse •................................................ zu senden an:
DELEGATION DES 1K. R. K.
'
..............................................
,

•

fir die fronsäsische Besefaungssone
Longestredie 47

BADEN-BADEN
fur

Mitteilung 25 Worte, nur persönliche Familiennachrichten:
Message 25 words, Family news of strictly personal character:
Message 25 mots, de caractere strictement personnel et familial:

By the time you receive
this copy of the Newsletter the first 'packets'
should also be out to
members. Autumn is here:

COMITE INTERNATIONAL
DE EA

CROIX-ROUGE
AGENCE CEOTRALE
,DES
FRISOORIERS OE GUERRE
—
GENEVE

/men Nat.-

1042-1, 2t56 (14)

Datum - Date - Date•
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No. 10 October2000
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

In accordance with the Society's Rules NOTICE is hereby given that the
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held on Wednesday 8th November 2000 at 6.30pm prompt
at the Victory Services Club, Seymour Street, London W2
AGENDA

1. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 10th November 1999 and published
in the Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter of December 1999
2. Matters arising from the Minutes
3. Chairman's Address
4. Hon. Treasurer's Report
5. Hon. Treasurer's Report and Statement of Accounts
6. Hon. Packet Secretary's Report
7. Librarian's Report
8. Press Officer's Report
9. Election of Officers and Members of the Society's Committee for 2000/2001
10 Motions and Resolutions
11 Any Other Business

NOMINATIONS Nominations for the Election of Officers and Members of the Committee

i.e. Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer and (not exceeding)
TWELVE Members of the Committee, should be sent to the Hon. Secretary in
WRITING to reach him not later than Monday 6th November 2000.

RESOLUTIONS Any member desiring to move a Motion or Resolution at the Annual General Meeting

must give notice IN WRITING, enclosing the text to the Hon. Secretary not less than
14 days before the Annual General Meeting.
J.A.Cordingley Hon. Sec.
C.P.Mistely Chairman

ALL MEMBERS who can are asked to attend this meeting when they have the opportunity to criticise
the running of the Society and to put forward suggestions for future policy.
AN AUCTION

Following the AGM there will be an auction. Members are reminded that lots should have an identifying
reference e.g. CPM 1, CPM 2 .... and that a list of each lot with individual short selling descriptions
should be prepared for the auctioneer.
NOW GO TO PAGE 78 for further details of items in the Auction and how to bid for
them by post. A list will be available by the time you read this here. Ed.
The WESSEX GROUP will be holding a meeting at Wimbourne Methodist Church in King St.,
Wimbourne, opposite the Minster. It will be on Saturday the 4th of November at 2 p.m.
The subject is "Latest Acquisitions"- a chance to show what you found this summer!
The SUSSEX GROUP will be "At Home at Hove" on Saturday the 28th of October - the
subject is "Passed by Censor, or other WWII". Ring Bert Mitchell: 01 273 20 49 65.
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THE LANGENTHAL-WOLHUSEN RAILWAY an answer to the query on p 60 in August
Michael Rutherfoord writes to say, "The oval cachet in the lower left of the cover
is the usual sender's title, or name. The date is unusual, but I think the Transport
Office clerk just took the ordinary office document canceller (which did not include
the extension of the line to Wolhusen). The difference in the dates could not have
been a weekend as they were Wednesday and Thursday, but posted in the morning and
cancelled in the PO after lunch, before 2 pm.
When the PO made a contract to run a TPO on this line a cancel was made for the
purpose. According to the Zumstein-Mdller booklet on named TPO cancels of 1977 (Roy
Christian and Felix Ganz also worked on this list) this cancel was in use from 1911
to 1938 (see figure 1). It is more than likely that instead of the previous horsedrawn post coaches the railway carried mail for the PO before this date until, in
1911, the PO considered it worthwhile to use a TPO, in which the mail was also sorted.
In the following table all the four cancels mentioned in the Zumstein-Miller booklet
are listed, as found in the Gdller impression books. Modified cancellers (as Type 2)
are not shown in these books; probably the work was done in the PTT workshops.
' zumstein-Mdller
' Period
Type! Fig. No.

Gdller
(book/page/number)

G6/41, G8/24/495,496. Made in June 1910; 8 bars.
86,G14 1939-69 ' Bars removed from Type 1, (both?).
2 2
1970-'73' G7/171/8766. Withdrawn with TPO on 28.5.94.
86,017
3 3
, 'Down', note L-W-L
G6/90/1936. Made in 1921, but period of use unclear.
1923-54
86,037
4 .4
'Up', note W-L-W
All the cancellers were of the flexible de Coppet system and made by Gdller with
a diameter of 27.5 mm, hardened steel.
Could members please report to the Editor the periods, or dates, of use
of anything they may have on this line.
The train line from Langenthal to Huttwil was completed in 1889, as shown on the
MPO cachet, figure 5, Pen No. A975, used in MPO No. 3 on 31.10.64.
To have a train line was of vital importance to many villages in the 19th century,
and Wolhusen had some troubles. On the 14.11.1852 there were rejoicings, as the
Luzern Cantonal authorities had accepted the route from Olten to Luzern via Wolhusen
as proposed by Stephenson and Swinburne. However, Aargau protested and could prove
that their route via Sursee would be better, and this was adopted by Luzern in
October 1853 much to the dismay of Wolhusen, but in 1875 they did get "onto" the
Bern-Luzern line.
The above Langenthal-Huttwil line was extended by a new company to Wolhusen in
1895, having a total length of 39 km, serving 17 stations today still, Standard
gauge. In 1945 these two companies combined with the Ramsei-Summiswald-Huttwil Co.
to form the Vereinigten Huttwil-Bahnen (VHB). In this year the electrification of
all their lines was carried out with the SBB/CFF standard of single-phase 15 kV
at 16 2/3 Hz. The various TPOs continued to use their own named routes."
1 la,b 86,B37

1911-38

(3-7 24. 1V.7023";3

22.1X21.3793

75 JAHRE EISENBAHN
LANGENTHAL-HUTTWIL

N±:447??0,0
Figure la

Figure lb

Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 4

Figure 5

Michael adds that his daughter now lives in Wolhusen and his grandchild goes to
Willisau every day on the train. When they moved there they were given a book on
Wolhusen which had a chapter on the trains. The more interesting anecdotes are here:
'Before the trains the post coach went to Luzern everyday and came back in the evening.
Once, after the coach had stood outside the postilion's house, at 10 pm, for a time,
and the horses became restless, it was found that the driver was dead, and had been
since leaving Luzern, but the horses had known the way, all the 10 km.'
'When the line from Huttwil was built in 1895 it cut through the village, and even
today the road barrier holds np the traffic seriously. One sport was affected,
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shooting, which had to stop when the train came through. The members held back the
first trains for 4 days by continuously shooting across the line. The welcoming
committee hid themselves away from the public, who actually all boycotted the ceremony,
when the first train came in.
The engine had great difficulty in climbing a slight rise after leaving Wolhusen,
and had to retreat down to the flat land to gather speed for another attempt. The
situation was not improved by boys who at night put grease on the line!
MORE ANSWERS TO YOU QUERIES and no doubt more questions raised!
Page 62, August - Harlan Stone
writes: "Forwarded mail charged only the missing amount.
International card = 10c. 11 penny = 5c = missing amount. Swiss postage due stamps
were valid in Liechtenstein from the 1st of February 1921 to the llth of April 1928
because of stamp shortages there."
Page 65, September - This odd
postal use has produced this
similar cover from CK Karsten
ADMINISTRATION DES POSIES
who has been trying for some
de la Sane
years to find an answer from
—
the 'study circles' with no
PulverousDung des Seadandes
result. Can you help with
RECOMMANDE*)
this and the one onpage 65?
VAL EURS NOV) R
M R says it is most strange
Nich*)
t eingeläste
Einschreiben
as there is no need
to
cancel the R—lah p l_ Pnrpirtn
rate for 20g was 30c.
Iti StlirarKIW
/47746/4
This cover from 1956 is by
ter Av.(' 44; Jed:dhat;uv
philatelic standards 'quite
'-_-0 f
recent' so this may still
-'
, .
•
s tf.,‘
be 'in use'. The Post in
Service des Pot. _
6° .
Saar printed 30 000 of them
Postsadm
•.
in July 1955 so needed them
.1
\:13W,.... ., ....
,
for a lot of 'items'?
', 4t. 7 ss 3000o
'
I. ‘7. 4::,.:N•
'Valeurs non* recouvrees'
10'.
is not in the Vocabulary
4
.
issued by the UPU in 1972.
Page 68, September - Campione and the snail. What should be in an auction catalogue
of postcards but one showing the arms of the 'commune' of Zell (ZH) as a snail:
M R comments that all the covers look like fakes and how could there be 'airmail'
to FL in 1944. Has any other member anything to say about Campione? One of you must
have something hidden away in a shoe box somewhere. Ed.
Page 70, September - The Russian cover. M R writes that 27.5.41 was before Germany
attacked Russia, so no internees. Left half is in Russian, right half is just the
translation into German "Xyp" = Chur. Michael thinks all suspicious foreign letters
were checked by the Swiss Military, who used an orange 'Delivery label". The mark
with '27.5.41' is from the sender's PO. Russian strike '3.6.41' is perhaps 'Registered
BSSR,Minsk' or even an internal censorship for foreign letters. Colin Griffiths and
C K Karsten also offereduseful comments and translations of the Russian.
THE RIGI HOTELS AND THE RAILWAY - Derek and Ruth Dawson have made some finds at one
of the postcard fairs. They found a pc with the cachet shown of the Hotel Schwert.
At the end of the 18th century there were a number of Hotels/Pensions on the RigiKlosterli, the largest being the Schwert. They have post marks of the Kulm and
Staffel linking them with Dr Friedrich Schreiber but this is the first indicating
that the Schreiber Brothers' Empire extended further. The card is postmarked Rigi
Klosterli 11.V111.05. They hope it is of interest to other Hotel Post collectors.
They also found this cancel on an immaculate card,
-Irirell'***.
$11 ;:.....
unused,
lz
siz
tIarm
A
t : :1= i og: the RigiailDial-al:;,\
•
must
acrX,
,. 2"A-DE.P.
CH
members who know about the rail,
e
4....
(
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&
*
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M Rutherfoord
AN OVERPAID COVER TO AUSTRALIA IN 1940
This poor cover was rescued by me from a friend's waste paper basket, it just looked
curious. It was posted in Thal, St. Gallen on 8.VI.40 to Australia with Fr.1.90
postage for 10g, airmail via Chiasso.
It did not get far. On the 10th of June 1940 Italy declared war on Britain and
France - "Al Mittente Serviso Sospeso" - Service Suspended! It was censored and,
after 8 months was returned to the sender (Chiasso 2 Transito, 14.111.41 backstamp).
See figures 1 and 2.
Now is the rate correct? Foreign letters cost 30c per 20g, and the airmail surcharge
for Australia was 70c per 5g, making 170c, not 190c. As the second ordinary letter
step for the next 20g was 20c, I assume this was added in. The rate for Australia is
taken from the indispensable book by Roland Kohl "Die Schw. Flugpost-Zuschlagstaxen
ab 1919" published by Schwarzenbach in 1997.
The clue to this is the tiny hand-written word below the 90c stamp: "Aufg.",
written with an indelible pencil, meaning "Aufgeber", that is "Sender" see figure 3.
This indicates that the postage was applied by the sender and not by the counter
clerk in the post office. This means that the letter was posted in a letter box and
collected and therefore the PTT was not responsible. This is still applied today.
If the counter clerk made a mistake, and the error was discovered further down the
line, the sender would be reimbursed, if his name and address were on the letter.
But this does not apply to overpaid philatelic covers with a full set of PJ or PP
stamps for instance.
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Bob Medland
AN UNDERPAID COVER TO GB IN 2000
This cover came this morning from Bob Medland and seemed to fit well after the item
above. Bob was visiting Ebnat-Kappel in September and sent this underpaid cover to
himself. He bought a 70c label from a machine and stuck it on this B5 size cover the
weight being under 20g. The 'Economy' rate should be 120c. The cover was cancelled
at 17 hours with the K-cancel for Ebnat-Kappel. An hour later someone added a 50c
stamp and cancelled it with the cds of Ebnat-Kappel at 18 hours! Bob had not put a
sender's address on the cover so was postman 9b making a mistake or did he want to
help a visitor and tourist to his town. Ideas to the Editor please, for publication.
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Beware is the title of an article in the September issue of the SBZ

FRAUD -

by Max Kaufmann the FSPS delegate for the 'fight against falsifications. As this is
of great interest to members here is a precis of the article.
A number of booklets of stamps in an exchange packet in French Switzerland were
seen during their round by an expert of the Federation who found that the cancellations
on some stamps were too good to be true. The booklet contained stamps to the value
of about £2500 of which 96% were fakes. There were also other booklets in circulation
elsewhere from the same person.
The cancellations were used on a wide range of issues and 'types' from Tell Boy and
Tell right through to PJ and issues up to 1955; pairs, se-tenant, blocks and many
others. The police in Neuchatel are investigating the matter. In the course of their
investigations they discovered a canceller for BERN 1 BRIEFANAHME and other material.
Officially this canceller had been destroyed many years ago. The original canceller
was used in the Philatelic Bureau in Bern and genuine cancels exist made with it on
stamps up to 31.XII.42 (last day).
It is difficult to tell the difference between the real and false cancels. On the
false cancels the Swiss Cross in not shaded and the two stars at each side are
changed into large round dots. The ink used is usually very black but a greyer ink
is also known. Some of the characters of the lettering are slightly different and
the dots after the day and month of the date are round whereas in the original they
are square. It is difficult with an ordinary magnifier to detect the differences as
the stamps are often cancelled across a corner, as was the fashion then.
The cancellations used go from 24.111.32-8 to 24.VII.55-8, including two cancels
on Sundays: All except one are for '-8' hours.
The matter is now 'sub judice' by the courts. Further information has been promised
when it known what the outcome of the trial is.
It is not unusual to find 'facsimiles' of early Swiss stamps in 'old' collections.
Several members have asked how it is possible to know if such items are genuine if
they have not been marked 'Faux' or are sufficiently good to be possibly the real
thing. The two rows of stamps below have been enlarged to help you study them. The
Sitting Helvetia 3c is not a forgery as it is dull rose on thin paper and has no
control mark or embossing, even the cancel is brownish-black. Could it have been
from some literature or other illustration? What about the rest? Comments to the
Editor for publication please.
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Continuing the 'stamp' theme can any member help with these queries from David Rossall.
He can find no reference to the 'rounded corner' on the 10c Sitting Helvetia in the
Zumstein Specialised. The other two stamps have cancels with no 'year' - was this a
usual practice or were they from very small villages? When were they used?
_
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Northern Group . Meeting.

In the absence of the chairman, Phil.Vaughan, it was left to
David Hope to welcome members to the first meeting of the season at Leeds. A particular
welcome was extended to a comparatively new HPS member, Mr. C. Dry. It was good to
catch up on gossip as to what had been happening during the "close" season before getting
down to what had been acquired since last we met. The 'pre-display' chat included an
informative account by Tony Hoyle of his visit to NABA 2000 at St.Gallen and which would
have been worthy of inclusion in 'The Tatlerl Five members displayed their acquisitions
which ranged over a very wide spectrum. Some of it, of course, was material which can
be seen quite frequently, such as a range of collection sheets of recent issues with new
publicity cancellations; some Standing Helvetia, albeit in blocks, alongwith items pertaining
to the League of Nations and its successor, the United Nations agencies in Geneva. Then
came numerous pieces which are far less common; a number of receipted railway parcel
despatch notes with mixed franking to the value of the item being sent; a delightful minidisplay with photographs and philatelic material relating to the Niessen in the Bernese
Oberland; the recently issued St. Gallen Fr.5.- embroidery stamp, used on cover to
Holland, a Swiss cover from the Stamp Show at Earl's Court and a copy of the 1844 map
"Erste Post & Dampfschifffahrt Reise Carte der Schweiz" which, around its margins,
contains a wealth of information for the postal historian. Because it related to another of
my interests, ships and the sea, perhaps what gave me the greatest pleasure were twelve
covers, posted between 1968 and 1986, from vessels belonging to the shipping compnay,
Suisse Atlantique, with headquarters in Lausanne. Each cover emanated from a different
vessel and displayed that ship's cachet whilst each carried a large mixed franking of Swiss
stamps before being posted - and cancelled - in a variety of ports around the world. All in
all, a very satisfying afternoon which augers well for the rest of the season.
D.C.

SOCIETY AUCTION - 8 NOVEMBER 2000
The Society has been asked to sell a deceased member's collection
to the membership. Some of the material will be auctioned in London
after the Society's AGM on Wednesday 8 November, the remainder will be
sold through the club packet. To give members unable to attend the
auction in person the opportunity to acquire some of the better items,
these have been made up into 36 lots for which prior postal bids will
be accepted for competition against room bids at the auction. A
postal bid will not always be taken as the starting p rice in the room.
Material on offer include used selections of Rayons, Strubels, Sitting
Helvetias, Cross and Figure Issues with control marks, and Standing
Helvetias with watermarks. Amongst the individual items are the two
top values of the 1945 Pax Issue used, Pro Juventute sets mounted
mint and used in the 19151923 ,period, the11942 u Pro Juventute-arldtthe
1948 IMABA miniature sheets lightly mounted mint, the 1923 pilot's
head and the 1932 Disarmament Conference air mail stamps used, and
Pro Patria and Pro Juventute first day covers of the 1950's. The full
list of the 36 lots can be obtained by sending a stamped addresged
envelope (large enough to take folded A4 size sheets) to: Claude Mistely, "Beech Dene" , 15 Hollymeoak Road, Chipstead, Coulsdon,
Surrey CR5 3QA. Postal bids will need to be received by him NO LATER
THAN Monday 6 November 2000.
STUDIEGROEP
ZWITSERLAND
The Swiss Society
in the Netherlands ask for
help with this
GB postal
stationery
card used in the
1960s, with a
picture of Davos
printed on the
reverse. What
do you know of
such an item?
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DIE/
- that accidents can happen, in particular

Rutherfoord

between the writing and the
printing of our Newsletter, in other words the price of the paperback
version of the Zumstein 2001 Catalogue is CHF 20.-, and not 25.-.
Apologies all round. And my thanks to your Editor who corrects numerous
errors and omissions of mine:
- that more importantly a serious fire at the binding works consumed
all the spiral bound copies, and some of the paperback copies of this
essential tool for philatelists. Not only Zumstein suffered but also
the Dealer's version was partially lost. Deliveries should all have been
made before the end of September, at the latest.
- that you must not miss the story of Zumstein in the latest (4/2000)
issue of "Focus on Stamps", a most useful magazine to all collectors of
Switzerland, and it is free.
- that should you suddenly notice that you have not received the last
couple of issues of "Focus", it is likely that somehow you forgot to
return a postcard sent to you for confirmation of your interest, if you
had not ordered anything lately. Ordering is not a condition, however
they have to check up on_foreign addresses etc. from time to time.
- that a number of dealers have noticed that high-priced modern material
is not selling well because of some doubts as tO its authenticity.
Erwin SteinbrUchel has sent to all experts, auction houses and others
a full-colour explanation with greatly magnified photographs of mint
stamps cancelled using lasers and other modern printing processes. One
of the cases which alerted him to this new "practice" was when a set
of the 1949 definitives, in blocks of four, was offered with excellent
FD cancels. However, the 20c was Die II. Further examination showed
consistent aberrations of the cancel details, which could not have happened twelve times with hand-struck cancellations. This case, and
others, showed that the 'inks' used in these modern methods are not
absorbed by the paper of the stamp.
- that in this connection one must remember that only after Decree 178
of the 22nd November 1924, ie, for the 1924 PJ stamp issue, was it
allowed to cancel a pair or block of 4 with one strike. Until then every
stamp had to be individually cancelled. But letters do exist with a
single cancel on several stamps. Were these just 'private' or has anyone
seen such a pre-1924 letter which travelled across Switzerland, or even
one which went to the UK or the USA?
- that in August my wife received two thick catalogues, nothing special,
but on their way into the 'vertical filing system' I noticed that they
did not have the usual 'PP' mark for postage. As shown in figures 1 & 2
they had 'CAT' . , obviously indicating a special rate for catalogues, a
bulk rate cash payment. And that is as far as I can get. The Zürich PO
main information desk could not even find out where I could get-more
information within the SP organisation! I would like to know, for example
what is the minimum number? Of course big catalogue firms will know,
and the rest of us do not need to knows
p
les of old cancellations.
- that I thank members who have sent me exam
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As Editor, Typesetter, Paste-up artist, the Proof Reader is 'She who must be obeyed',
and general dogsbody I must apologise for the late production of the Newsletter this
month due to a death in the family. At least it gave time for two late articles to
fill the pages. We really do need your contributions to make it a news letter for the
members of the society throughout the world. Yes we do have readers 'down under'
We try and give you the latest information on Swiss Philately in English. Ed.
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RED CROSS MESSAGE CARDS - an answer to the query on p 72 last month from Georges Schild
I read with interest the question of Derrick Slate concerning the Red Cross Message
Cards, Form No. 10.079. These cards were used for correspondence with POWs even when
no postal service was available between civilians. They were used in a sort of
"priority" and went all over the CIRC agencies, either in the country itself or via
Geneva. It was a message scheme for POWs without the answer part for civilians.
(The used cards shown below tell a more human story than the plain unused cards. The
answer in some cases was just one word - DEAD - a message which had to be delivered
by a Red Cross worker somewhere to someone. Ed.)
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No. 11 November 2000

THIS PLEA FROM THE EDITOR IS ON THE FRONT PAGE IN THE HOPE THAT SOME
OF THE SEVERAL HUNDRED MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY WILL NOT ONLY SEE IT,
BUT BOTH READ IT AND ACT ON IT NOW!
Some of you (two) have sent in items for next month.
If we are to start the new year with enough material
for the Newsletter then please put pen to paper NOW.
Too many societies, of all kinds, die because members
do not contribute but sit back and expect someone
else to do it.
The willing few are hard pressed, so what are YOU going to do?

RWITFIELL),

KING dr CO.'S .PRICE LIST.
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A half-page
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TO CORRESPONDENTS RESIDING ABROAD.
..........._................___...........

If
from

1886

MODE OF REMITTING FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES.
Wherever Post Office Orders are procurable they are greatly to be preferred. They
are not only much more convenient and easily cashed, but they are generally cheaper, as
foreign bank notes
can onl be cashed at a loss. Where Post Office- Orders are not to be
d, remittances -sh,:)a-d e ma e bY Banier's Draft on Lotianii, Of Fidia notes,Tor which
, we allow as follows:—
s. d.
y
..,
5 marks = 4 ro
..
German ..
I
dollar
=
4o
..
..
U.S. and Canada
..
1 florM = I 7
Austria and Hungary
1 gulden = 1 8
..
Holland
..
..
.
1 franc --= o 9i
France, Belgium and Switzerland
=. o 9 .
i lira
.•
..
Italy
1 krona -= 1 1 ..
Norway ..
Sweden and N
1 rouble = I II
..
..
Russia
..
i
rupee =.-- 1 8
..
..
India
..
I peseta -=•.- o 9
..
..
Spain
..
=o8
1 lei
..
..
Roumania ..
German
stamps
will
be
accepted
at the rate of l id.
under
five
shillings
For amounts
per mark, French at 9d. per franc, and United States at 3/8 per dollar. No other kind of
stamps (except English) will be accepted, and if sent they will only be returned.
PROGRAMME CARD - Amendment
Bob Johnson asks members to add 'W.STRAW' after 'Mrs W.LAMBLE' in the alphabetical
order for the section headed 'Other Committee Members'. Unfortunately Mr Straw's
name was omitted from the card.
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A Map Worth Having
by D Cairns
Some months ago whilst staying at Wilderswil in the Bernese Oberland, my wife and
I visited the tiny Folk Museum there. Situated in what was once an old water-powered
mill, now carefully renovated, on the outskirts of the village the various displays and
artifacts convey a real sense of what life must have been like before the invasion of the
tourists. However, what caught my eye and had nothing to do, except in a very indirect
way, with Wilderswil or its environs, was a map of Switzerland. What was remarkable
about this map was not the features, cities and towns of the country, (i.e. the usual details
one finds on any map), but what had been displayed around the margins of the sheet.
was looking at a copy of the second edition of the 'Post-Reisekarte der Schweiz' which
was first published in 1840 by Hieronymus Rumpf, Basel's postal inspector. But by 1844
steamboats were travelling on the Upper Rhine to Basel on a regular basis and the railway
service between Basel and Strasburg, then further into Germany, had been opened.
Therefore in that year, the map was revised and re-issued under the title 'Erste Post &
Dampschifffahrt Reise Carte der Schweiz'. The amount of information displayed around the
map, invaluable to a student of early 19th century Swiss Postal History, is phenomenal but
does require the use of a magnifying glass (Fig.1). The left and right hand margins list
the post coach services from twenty-one towns to countless other localities, giving the
days and times of departure with arrival times at destinations (Fig.2). Parallel with this
information is, on the left hand side, a schematic diagram of the rail service between
Basel and Ostend in Belgium, whilst on the right hand side is a similar style diagram of the
Rhine service from Basel to Rotterdam. Below the map all the steamer services on nine of
the Swiss lakes are listed plus details of rail and River Rhine services from Basel to
destinations in Germany. To complete the picture, around the four outer edges of the
sheet are the postal rates for coach or express services, quoted in Batz, from various
places to given destinations. Should you be hazy about this strange currency the 'Batz',
refer to the Helvetia Newsletter of April, 1967 for the late Laurie Moore's article "Batz' in
the Belfry!".
Through the good offices of the Curator of the museum in Wilderswil and helpful
advice from a bookseller in Interlaken, on returning to the UK, I was able to contact the
publisher of the map. This is the firm 'Verlag Cartographica Helvetica' which, it would
appear, concentrates solely on reproducing copies of old maps, not only of Switzerland,
and twice a year produces a very well presented magazine with the background history of
such maps. For anyone interested in obtaining the map, the firm's address is 'Untere
Längmatt 9, CH-3280 Murten'; the cost is Fr.40.- and came with a discounted copy of their
magazine of December, 1995, in which the map is described. The illustrations
accompanying this article were reproduced from this journal. The magazine is in German
but for each article there is a short summary both in French and English. The total cost,
which included postage, was Fr.55.-, which I consider value for money.
However, there is for me just one snag! What am I to remove from the walls of my
tiny study to make space for this reference sheet which measures 74 x 56 centimetres, or,
for the non-metricated amongst us, 30.2 x 23.3 inches? --t7=An odd business - in more ways than one!

J AC_

There are adverts in the philatelic press that I usually skip. Sometimes it is because the subject matter is clearly of
no interest to me and sometimes it is because the advert seems cramped and in such small print it is difficult to
read. One such is produced by MARTIN MILLS.
Some time ago and for no good reason that I remember I got out my glasses and read what they had on offer - an
unbelievable collection! However one aspect did impinge. They offer a 4- ring binder with 50 good quality leaves
£13.95 plus one free! That sounded to me as if they were offering a binder and 50 leaves for £7 as near as d*** it,
provided I bought 2. Not only that but they can supply leaves cut to any size and punched where I want.
This all seemed too good to be true because the leaves I was buying were nearly £7 for 50 and I was non too
pleased with them. Now having placed 4 orders with the firm I can say that the binders suit me very well. I have
acquired some excellent quality leaves supplied completely blank - no quadrille and no writing, completely blank.
Postage and packing does come a bit expensive, or so it seems to me but if you can afford to place an order over £34
it is sent free. As far as albums and leaves are concerned even £34 does not usually buy very much these days.
Orders can take nearly a month to come - in the bad season of staff holidays. Packages are usually well wrapped
and goods well packed. There have been so many 1st and 2nd class stamps on the parcels that the post office have
not bothered to cancel them!!
I think if members think that what this firm has to offer might be of interest to them then they should ring

01492 650 422 and speak to Jenny Gaston. There is sometimes an answerphone, sometimes Jenny works until the
early evening. The firm work from Rhyl and offer a discount if you can collect - Northern members note.
Sometimes there are seconds but please don't ask for these because I might want some more. I have just had a
dozen binders at just over £2 each. Oh, and they do paper and binders for 22-ring users too - just cost a bit more if
you deal with more holes!
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Figure 1 (above) shows
the complete map and

' ,-,.. ,,,,
,,,_ ,t .,:•:_._,
,.,.. ,_.. .
,:,-. ,.2-47ii,i.‘ ,i

the vast amount of

4 4i.,:?g

information to be
found on it.

.

...

.4 .

. . TARIF

.;--• . --.- : _.• s yzio.

,
*Ia.

tS,,,

Figure 2 (right) is an
left corner to indicate
the detail of the post
coach routes. The tarifs

491-11;,Jseft..
5.

i z aseL rack

Rotterdam
vma c . 3 ser
ritarldeem.rreehe

for the post, around the
edge, would be most useful

L

history material.
.* h L

a

ll..ii xa.e l

"

11.1.&41J 84017,..1, S 06....a.)

,....7kh0re.h.r .er , Ste.ift,
a

'

_I

,
...,

t

.-ril Ok.
INekii.e

1,,
,
1

1

I ,

,

-t

,......,,..

4

g

*

•

„IA.../... .J • lletaixt '1110..eemu.,
, mi&-,.- . ..J „ 8...gt..i.tR,A,..,

.
k -,..,.....,
r
, - i „
I
xam
*eritseat rysterat.
%
,,
..
....sa,...;,c-a.a, 7 akiii. tyrx, .,:,.;i4,
attlfwif ,..R.o...tau ., 91.ab
r s tif.-1.4
I . .ar.-5..,.... i
6e.darescrleer.hisr.,........7 ,. .ii
g
. 3tUrt15>uti.8111t01.411A4X74441.4.1.4

3..004.0.•

401111attRAIAWN '

07,,,,,,,,,,,,,0„. 4,0.,,r,„.s.mo 1 , , ) ,, .

A..

SOLUMNilia,244.7a7=dt7.1=T .•.' ifr11:4

1
g
'30,311224Wi..F...ra
hom.4.4 .1
ro 4 #
5lual.U44 1a la 74
....a.,,,..o...,,„e, cr.
• ...Vo.yreor.". 74" . CCwo litaaetvin V.alf.e4.446.24
7.1. „ 9 Eu.o., r tu......4 t 1....J.... . . . irs aver..•_.18eh.cl> 4 .' ' ts„.v.,,„,, - Atvi
7-

....7firlyems .. . t

•

0

.
' -.fiend 71- ..gtt•gedenv
I

i

44',. "-. "-.6-.

' ''' .

•...ffhlaw.0 .. --I , iFtathuy.C...m.faructsoSiLnalwaglooka
0 fb.o......u.a. 14. . . . 0, . 3.. . Av . 7.0.0.4A44.P.O.n.haukg

1

hech.-

', . ,,,
.

• 1,...ra..4,4,..,, 4i ci.7:.7errm

1

.9 , 8tet.liea

% '5 'W.."'"

7

r
.

g egie"

If Co...a, ),....11.2A.1......3 ...... ..1
irr910-.47th .7 .. )
-..,....40
g
f7
.
'.a.frhu,
S
IC.14.44., .......... th.rher•rerahlrffort/0
. • rcect4h4sta V
„...hCrhgent.. . 7:
t
p
ineghr.rfrvel:
,..111h yreh.. . .6' , %ash e sf fahhI s.6.1.A. gT 'W.h.Vids..4.
' ' '' ''' rts 4
. em.r . . .r , • Couhterhurre ;tow Sthh reenva 417.401.4...w ererhyr.
0 .7.10,:w
0.71 ,

7 rad
-.a.

g

47114...11.eatuaastRwharnhasi.P.,ux.*Luserethhutire-herw e..{4erre4r 7 (7,

"j4"7 ' '

Ase.w...

to collectors of postal

The Editor has already
reserved a space for a
copy of the map on
the wall in the office!
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OUR APPROVAL SERVICE
is the finest and most varied
available anywhere. Selections
sent to any country in the
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world, transit insured!

* Clients may pay by personal cheque, VISA, ACCESS, MASTER CHARGE or
AMERICAN EXPRESS Credit Cards.
Fully paid purchases over $200.00 per transaction if paid by personal cheque within 60
days will qualify for a 10% discount. If payment is made by Credit Card the discount is
reduced to 5%. For credit requirements beyond 60 days no discount can be allowed and
terms must be agreed prior to purchase.
and Insurance will only be charged on purchases below $200.00.
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laces in Switzerland

From top to bottom the covers are from: Trasadingen (SZ), Ulisbach (SG), Eschenz (TG),
Ebnat-Kappel (SG). The only common theme is that I have not had to pay a penny for
underpayment despite the first one having only 10c postage. It is interesting to see
that even the Swiss are not sticking to the rules: two proper T-cancellations, one
handwritten and one where the postal clerk (at Trasadingen PO?) scrawled 'T' but
then did nothing else. I believe that only one of them is correct (Eschenz). Those
envelopes marked 'Mit luftpost' should have had 1.30fr postage therefore T60/130
is correct with only a 70c stamp. For those not marked for airmail, the B -rate
is 1.20fr so I assume that T50/120 should be the correct annotation.Have any other
members had similar experiences with mail from Switzerland?
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Northern Group Report. Way back in April, at the AGM, it was very easy for the group to
decide on the topic for the October meeting which was then six months away. As the
crucial month approached, members had to do a little head scratching and ask themselves,
"What have I got relating to the North-Eastern Cantons of Schaffhausen, Thurgau,
St.Gallen and Appenzell?". Fortunate is the group having a member who has visited every
corner of Switzerland on a regular and frequent basis since the days of his youth and has
collected philatelic material throughout that period. Mr. R. A. Hoyle (Tony) is such a
person and was the main contributor to this display relating to those four Cantons. A
series of delightful vignettes consisting of covers with attractive cancellations, cards and
personal photographs built around stamps relating to the areas in question revealed a side
of Switzerland not often visited by the majority of tourists from the British Isles. The
Santis (Nr.306, 50c.) with hotel and station cachets; Rorschach-Heiden Bahn (Nr.35 PP,
10c.) and Henri Dunant, (Nr.48 PJ, 30c.) founder of the Red Cross, born in Heiden and
where there is a small museum about him in the local hospital; the Seealpsee near the
Santis, (Nrs.209y & 290, 40c); the Walensee, (Nr.80 PP, 40c.); Grappelensee, (Nr.74 PP,
30c.) and Churfirsten, (Nr.34 Airs, Fr.5). Finally, Tony displayed a fine array of material
relating to the Bodensee with photos and cachets of the steamers which ply or have plied
across this international lake and commemorated by the three countries issue, in 1993, of
the P.S."Hohentwiel (Nr.845, 60c.). Our acting chairman, David Hope, concentrated on
Thurgau alone, again producing some fine examples of the cachets of Bodensee ferries
coming into Romanshorn plus material relating to the Swiss Untersee & Rhine Shipping
Company. Alongwith this were numerous commemorative sheets with their new publicity
cancellations which were relevant to the area. Finally your correspondent managed to find
a number of early airmail covers of flights centred on St. Gallen and a selection of 19th
Century TPOs of the first and second periods, i.e. 'named' and 'Ambulant No.' routes, to
and from the Cantons under review.
At the end of the afternoon, the non-contributors present agreed that it had been a
choice of topic and that it was surprising what one could do if one put
worthwhile
well
D.C.
one's mind to it!

On Wednesday October 11th Alex Newall provided an evening entitled 'History of Written Communication in
CantonTicino' for the first meeting of this season's LONDON meetings in the Victory Services Club, Seymour Street.
Having given an informative resumE into the social and political background of that region of Italy that was
known as Leventina, Alex explained how this Ticino region became part of Switzerland in 1803. His display then
concentrated on three aspects, how the post ran between 1803 and 1850 under different agencies, the Lake Lugano
postal route, and the use of the distinctive oval postmarks of the region. The 10 members present were invited to
ask questions and discuss individual items with the speaker because if not he would just talk until midnight.
As is often the case with such displays the note-taker was completely taken aback by the quantity of specialist
material shown. The hierarchy of Ticino post offices began to be clearer with the sheer number of covers showing
the routing of mail through a variety of offices - a cover from Bedigliora (straight line cancel) through Curio (cds)
and Molinazzo (sic) and Lugano (cds) to Sessa, a journey by crow's flight of 2kin and taking 3 days, provided a
useful example. A variety of covers illustrated the Lake Lugano traffic using the SS Verbano. One cover of 1863
travelled by stage from Genova to Arona, by boat on Lake Maggiore to Magadino, by stage again to Luzern and
then by boat on Lake Luzern - a nice cover with good clean and appropriate cancels. In contrast to this Swiss-run
lake post, a cover of 1913 from the Hotel Pension Strauss at Pallanza had a large eds LOCARNO-ARONA for the
service run by an Italian company.
Many Ticino ovals on display had been used not just for despatch purposes but as transit and receiving marks.
Members might like to look through their own collections to see what they have and how they have been used
because the latter uses are more unusual. To help his study Alex Newall would be interested in hearing from all
members who have oval marks from Cresciano whatever their usage.
Bob Johnson giving the vote of thanks commented on the depth of material on display and Claude in conclusion
quite clearly stated the feelings of all those present when he said that this 'was postal history at its best'. JAC
THE RIGI HOTELS AND THE RAILWAYS - Michael Rutherfoord has sent this answer to the
p
query at the bottom of age 75 last month. "Yes, the letters ARB do stand for the
Arth-Rigi Bahn, indicating that this is the station office canceller used at the top
of the Rigi line from Arth-Goldau, and is typical of the period. The 'V' at the end
of the date '30 Juli 99' is for Vormittag, ie, a.m. It was usually not allowed to
be used to cancel stamps (until 1922). The difference between such private station
cancellers and PO Fahrpost cancellers of the 19th C. is not always clear. Note
that the 'Schnurtobelbrücke' is, however, on the other line which also comes to the
top, the Vitznau-Rigi Bahn (VRB):
In the November issue of the BBZ there is a full-page advertisement for such station
cancels 'auf brief'. The prices are high, but might be of interest to specialists
as they are seldom offered on the market.
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m Rutherfoord

Did you know?

- that on the 1st of January 2001 the Swiss Express rates go up again;
increases range from CHF 1 to 5, depending on weight, the heavier the
higher. Swiss Express is now quite separate from Letters & Parcels, and
cannot be subsidized by them. It fixes prices to be just below that of
the private carriers. Details will follow as soon as announced.
- that another new name has appeared, Swiss Post NET, in combination
with TNT, for night deliveries across Europe. They offer a special service 'Innight Express' in Switzerland. If your dishwasher, for instance,
needs a special washer, which has to come from, say, Holland, this will
be delivered at night, INTO the repair man's service van, ready for
him to bring it to you as soon as he comes to work. The Innight Express
people have a set of keys from all their customers, for storerooms,
workshops, cars and vans. The Internet can't beat that. Price? How
important is your washing up?
- that the Swiss Post made a good thing out of their lace 'stamp The
block of 4 has jumped to CHF 200- and could go higher. And the special
version for the year set?
- that I have been shown a package of very interesting information sheets
prepared by SP for use in schools, to make clear the positive side of
the modern "service public", as applied to the post office. Admirably,
and unexpectedly, well done.
- that PC-generated DIY stamps are now being worked on by two firms:
Ascom (Hasler) and Frama, see figures 1 & 2 below. A new value frame
will be introduced for ordinary franking machines on the 1st of January
2001 for those customers who will et a s ecial discount if their
monthly usage is over CHF 2500.- per annum.
- that the 70c stamp to be issued on the 21st of November was chosen
by popular vote, for the first time in the 150 years of the Swiss posts.
Designed by Martin Eberhard it shows the ZUrich 'Beitigg' being burnt,
and gained 18% of the 10 000-odd votes cast. Ten designs were offered
for the Day of the Stamp issue 2000.
- that several machine slogans have appeared with their contact address
given as 'www. etc'. Two are shown in figures 3 & 4 below.
- that I have been informed that the five circular 'stamps' issued by
the SP on the 15th of September are not part of the anti-AIDS campaign.
The main objective is to present something new. The five basic colours
used are, of course, to match the famous five Olympic rings, and
can be so stuck on an envelope accordingly. After going through the
mailing system will any one have noticed that the yellow and green .
'stamps' are for official IOC use only? Are there any collectors out
there who feel the SP should NOT do away with these "never-used correctly" labels from about eight different international offices?
- that this year the guest nation at the postal history 'mecca' in
Sindelfingen will be Switzerland, with a special SP stand, from the
27th to the 29th of October. The exhibition and bourse is situated
just south of Stuttgart, Germany.
- that the well-known, non-competitive GABRA will again be in Burgdorf
in 2001 from the 21st to the 23rd of September. Make a note now.
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SWISS TRIAL PRINTS by Derrick Slate (continued from page 64, June 2000).

RELATED MATERIAL CONTINUED
BUTTERFLY ON LEAVES
WIFAG PRINTING MACHINE
( PRINTED ON A WIFAG PRINTING MACHINE - BUT NOT IN THE PRINTING WORKS IN BERN)

Inscription:
Designer:
Printing:
Printing Machine:
Paper:
Sheet Size:
Pane Numbers:
Printing Dates on Sheets:
Sheet Control Numbers:
Sheet Inscription:

WIFAG
Recess/Photogravure Combined
Ordinary
27.5.60

1960 RECESS/PHOTOGRAVURE - ORDINARY PAPER - THICK WHITE GLOSS GUM
Recess

Photogavure

Blue

Brown, Yellow & Olive Green

PROGRESS PROOFS:
A set of 6 Progress Proofs (including the actual print).
- Brown only (photogravure)
- Yellow only (photogravure)
- Brown & Yellow only (photogravure)
- Olive Green only (photogravure)
- Blue only (recess)
- All colours (blue,brown,yellow & olive green)
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ONE EMBROIDERED STAMP THAT WAS GENUINELY USED and received by a member!
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SHORT NOTICES - Can anyone help as AUDITOR of the Society Accounts? Please contact
the Hon. Treasurer at the address on the Programme card as soon as possible please.
WANTED to complete an International Offices collection. BIE Nos 37 & 39 fine used.
Please contact Rene Dee on 01 273 68 15 23 - evenings only thank you.
THE PACKET - a plea from Don Symonds "PLEASE FOLLOW THE LIST" if a member is by-passed
for whatever reason keep going down the list. If in doubt then ring Don: 01202 883609.
ZWERG-STEMPEL query on dateless cancels p77 October. Details can be found on page 26,
the April 2000 Newsletter, para 10 and in the large cancels handbook. Rounded left
bottom corner on 10c Sitting Helvetia is not catalogued as it is too minor. Thanks
to Mr Katcher for these answers.
MANY THANKS to the readers of the front page for their contributions to the stock of
articles. Now we can start in January with something in reserve and something of
interest to members. Please keep them coming. Campione issue details; Swiss Merchant
Navy covers; Mail from CH to UK during WW II; Arth-Rigi railway; Julhar Pass; aranAon.z%
HELV PHIL SOC NEWSL I 53rd year
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MINUTES of the FIFTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING of the HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
held at 6.35pm on WEDNESDAY 8th NOVEMBER 2000 at the Victory Services Club, Seymour Street, London
with 13 members present.
The meeting was chaired by Mr.C.P.Mistely, Chairman of the Society.
1. Apologies were received from: P.Hobbs, D.Houtris, F.Pickard, D.Symonds.
2. The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 10th November 1999 and
published in the 'Helvetia Newsletter' dated December 1999 were taken as read, and agreed unanimously.
3. There were no Matters Arising.
4. In his address the Chairman Mr Mistely gave thanks to all the officers and committee members who had
given full support and without whom the Society would not have functioned. He was appreciative of the full and
excellent programme and highlighted the display given by Don Dixie with his Standing Helvetias. Stressing the
problem of the Newsletter Editor in finding articles he urged members to write something about interesting items
within their collections.
Trying to persuade Swiss Post to include details of the Society's activities had been a fruitless and thankless
business although there was the possibility of a link with their website if we felt so inclined. The contact with
Swiss Post had been frustrating because he thought that we were both trying to generate interest in Swiss
philately, and hence an increase in Society membership.
5. The Hon. Secretary, Mr J.A.Cordingley presented his report starting with the statement that
the Secretary's job fells into 2 main categories:
- writing up notes of meetings of the London Group for the Newsletter
- dealing with general correspondence.
The first had gone well this year - Claude Mistely had filled in for one meeting - and he thanked Peter
Hobbs and his ever vigilant proof-reading wife who had managed to find most of the mistakes he had made.
The second was routine - dealing with enquiries about membership, on sad occasions writing letters of
condolence, and directing queries as best he could to informed members. The amount of work this year had
been about the same as last year,
Two years ago Mr Cordingley announced that he wished to end his spell as Secretary and two years on he
was still in post. But at the end of this meeting, having written up the AGM report and notes of the auction, he
was stepping down. He thanked all members for their support since he started writing London Group meeting
notes, and since June 1995 when he became Acting Secretary, and since November 1995 when he became
Secretary. He concluded by saying that a five year stint was long enough in any Society position and a different
face and a different writer was needed.
6. The Hon. Treasurer, Mr M.J.Kuriger presented his report for 1999/2000.
" I am pleased to report that the overall financial situation of the Society has improved again with an excess
of income over expenditure of £445.87 on the year ending 31st August 2000. This is mainly attributable to an
improved income from the exchange packet and other sales. There has been an increase in the rent paid for
meeting venues and the cost of printing and posting the newsletters. This was anticipated.
Two points that need to be mentioned are the advertising and material shown for the Exchange Packet. Since
August I have received some of the advertising revenues and the remainder is due shortly. Some material has
already been sold through the Exchange Packet and I have now received this.
Again thanks must be given to Doug Houtris and Charles LaBlonde for keeping the costs of sending out the
newsletter under control.
The Society needs an auditor for the accounts and would ask for any volunteers.
I would suggest that the current subscription rates remain for the next year." That Society subscription
remain the same was proposed by Mr Dolling. seconded by Mr Slate and agreed by the meeting.
7. The Hon. Packet Secretary, Mr D.Symonds presented a written report read by the Chairman.
"The packet has enjoyed another successful season with members purchasing 40% of the material which
was circulated in 42 packets. Each member should have received 6 of those packets through-out the season, put
another way members purchased items to the value of £5602 from the £13689 which was sent out. The one
black spot in the year was that two packets went astray so I had to make a claim on our insurers who promptly
paid for the loss incurred, but I then had to repay some of the money as one packet turned up 4 months after
posting and continued on it's circuit.
Members have in most instances abided by the rules and kept packets moving at a steady pace, but there is
always someone out there who sits on a packet and needs prompting to get things moving again. Likewise. it is
important to keep me informed of your absence from home. I can then move you to another position on the
circulation list. I must also have a certificate of posting unless you pass by hand, then a signature on the
remittance slip will suffice.
I cannot dictate what should or should not be sent for inclusion in the packet. It should, however, be
remembered that good quality and clean items sell more quickly, especially material prior to the 1950 s. Modern
material has a very limited appeal, so please try to vary the items in any one book. I have tried and not always
succeeded in giving a balanced selection when making up the packets. It does however depend on the material
available. I also try to give vendors as wide a circulation as possible but this has not always achieved the
expected sales.
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During this last year I made a payment to one of our vendors who was certain that a couple of his items had
been switched. This was only discovered when his books were returned. It is just not possible for me to check
every item submitted for sale so I must rely on feed-back from you the members, I hope this was an isolated
instance and will not become a regular feature.
The current season is off to good start. All members are certain to see 4 packets by the end of October or
early November with another 2 packets scheduled for posting during November. Finally I must thank Ray Harris
from Salisbury who came over and helped me prepare the year's accounts which are attached for your
acceptance. I look forward to another successful season. I hope you all find some interesting items to purchase
and that our vendors think the effort in preparing books is worthwhile."
Discussions between the Secretary and the Packet Secretary had resulted in the intention to return booklets
to owning members at the Society expense. The question of both expense and insurance was raised and as a
result the matter would be considered further before a final decision was made. Members present had no basic
objection to the idea. Mr Johnson suggested that packet circulation lists might include members' telephone
numbers as was proposed in other societies. This idea was to be raised with the Packet Secretary who would be
in a better position to see the full implications. The meeting was reminded of the onerous task that this member
had and that the day-to-day administration of the packet must be left in his hands.
8. The Librarian Reported that the Society had been fortunate to have been given Mavis Bidmead's extensive
library which contained many rare and very interesting books. There is also a large pile of SBZ Journals and a
number of articles that need to be sorted out and added to the library. Grateful thanks are due to Mrs Bidmead.
Since last November 36 books have been lent to 10 members in 18 transactions and a number of listings have
been sent out to members. Any member wishing to receive the library listing should forward postage stamps to
the value of 11 to the Librarian.
9. Due to illness there was no report from the Press Officer, Mr F.Pickard. Mr Mistely stated that Mr Pickard
had informed him that he intended to stand down from the position. However the whole issue of publicity was
under review. Mr Johnson asked what progress had been made in linking with Societies in other countries, for
instance in having joint meetings. The Chairman said we were now exchanging journals with the
parallel German Society but could report no other progress.
10. Election of Officers and Committee Members. The Chairman thought that although it might be desirable
for a replacement Secretary to come from the London Group, we should consider the possibility of a 'country'
member taking on the post. There was also a vacancy of Press Officer. A note about these vacancies was to be
included in the Newsletter. All other Officers were prepared to stand. Mr Cordingley proposed that Officers be
returned 'en bloc'. Mr Mitchell seconded this and the meeting agreed.
(The 2000/2001 Programme Card contains a list of Officers and Committee members with
key phone numbers and addresses.)
11. No motions or resolutions had been received.
12. Under Any Other Business Mr Johnson asked about 'sponsored members'. The Chairman thought that there
had been only one, from the Northern Group, and he was uncertain if that person had taken up full membership.
In reply to a request for clarification over the position of President, it was stated that this was still vacant but
under consideration by Committee. The matter was not being rushed.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 7.15 pm

(The accounts for the year

1999-2000

are to be found on page 96.)'

Following the AGM an auction of 153 lots took place-. The Society-must thank
Claude Mistely for the immense amount of work he did in preparing many of the lots
taken from a deceased member's collection. He also acted as auctioneer for the
evening. Much good material was on offer and some high prices reached for individual
items. Remaining unsold were a disappointingly large number of lots - mostly of relatively
modern material.
Prices Realized of the Lots Open for Postal Bidding at the Society's Auction
on Wednesday 8th November 2000. Lot numbers not listed were unsold.
1.

£75.

23, £28.

2.

£50.

4. £12.

25. £10.50.

5. £31.

26. £3.40.

9. £18.

10. £19.

30. £3.40.

31. £12.

13, £8. 18. £4. 21. £8.

33. £6. 34. £4.60. 35

With best wishes for Christmas and
the New Year (New Century?)
from the Editor

£21.
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Sussex Group Meeting

-

Wartime Memories in Hove

-

December 2000
October 28th 2000

The Sussex group met at the invitation of Bert Mitchell and were entertained by our host
and your Chairman. Bert reminisced on how he amassed large amounts of commercial postal
history material at a time when prices were somewhat lower than they are today! He flirted with
the idea of becoming a dealer but eventually retired to the South Coast and fostered his love of
Switzerland and its customs.
Claude Mistely presented a vast array of covers, pro patria cards, military post, POW
correspondence and censored mail to illustrate the predicament and attitude of the Swiss nation
before and during the Second World War. As Hitler's militaristic activity increased the Swiss
appointed a full time general- Henri Guisan, made ready their largely volunteer army and
fortified their mountain retreats. The Swiss National Exhibition of 1939 emphasised the theme
of solidarity. Potential intruders were informed that they would not be welcome on or over Swiss
territory and the Swiss would offer fierce resistance. Switzerland possessed a number of fighter
planes and anti-aircraft artillery-these were occasionally brought into service to keep Swiss air
space clear. The multi-lingual Swiss nation remained largely united and resolute throughout the
War.
There is not space to record all the items on display. Among the most interesting were
various postmarks of the 'dig for victory' and 'the enemy is listening' variety, correspondence
from serving soldiers with unusual military stamps, special postal stationery of the 9th Division
billeted at the St. Gotthard and Swiss Military Air Museum postcards. Seeing German, British,
Irish and Australian censor marks sparked off a desire to find more material posted from
Switzerland to allied spy headquarters and condemned mail held over for delivery at the end of
the war.The Peace Set provided the piece de resistance.
John Brindley and Richard Donithom supplemented your Chairman's display with a
diverse range of military stamps and postcards showing serving soldiers, armaments and
fortifications.
The Sussex Group encourages visitors and new members - a warm welcome and
interesting Helvetian conversation are guaranteed. Look out for details of our next meeting. RD
The Northern Group Meeting which should have been held on the 4th November in Leeds
was, unfortunately, a non-starter. Because of the extreme flooding over the past week in
this area of the country causing severe disruption to transport services, it was deemed
advisable to cancel the meeting. In my twenty-five years association with the Northern
Group this, to the best of my recollection, is only the second time that such a cancellation
has had to be made. On the positive side however, on the 24th October, just a few days
before the deluge began, four members of the Northern Group waved the Swiss flag at a
meeting of the Leeds Philatelic Society. This society meets in the original section of Leeds
General Infirmary, a building of the late 19th century in the Gothic style, with an enormous
entrance hall and sweeping staircases designed to impress - and it did! Usually the Leeds
P.S. meets in the hospital board room which is of similar grandeur we were told but as it
was otherwise engaged the meeting on the occasion of our visit was relegated to one of
the smaller lecture rooms. Nevertheless, there was a good attendance and judging by the
comments of members, I don't think we disgraced ourselves. The presentation was in four
parts of forty sheets, each depicting completely different aspects of Swiss philately.
D.Whitworth displayed some of his Sitting Helvetia material (1862-1881) which has been
seen both at the London and Northern Group meetings; D. Hope brought along issues of
the League of Nations and the various United Nations Offices; M. Proctor concentrated on
the use of Postage Dues from 1882 onwards whilst your correspondent dealt with Swiss
Airmails from 1913 to 1933. It was a very enjoyable and hospitable evening, even to the
two of us who had travelled by rail being chauffered from and to Leeds City Station. But
the splendour of the surroundings on that occasion got me wondering about the type and
variety of premises in which innumerable philatelic societies must meet! Is that worth an
article in itself, particularly from those members who may have had experience of similar
meetings in Switzerland?
D.C.
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS in 2001

Northern Group January 6th - The Castles of Switzerland - R A Hoyle
London Group January 10th - Letters Q & R - All Members (photocopies by post event)
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Wessex Group Meeting, Wimborne, 4th. Noyemher 2000. Eight members and a guest
gathered at the afternoon meeting. Don Symonds introduced the participants, who
in turn, displayed various items under the general heading 'Recent Acquisitions'.
Notably these included Nachnahme documents, advertising envelopes, an interesting
registered 'Express' cover from Luzern to Shillingstone, Dorset, military fieldpost covers and cards, reply cards from wartime concentration camps, shooting
vignettes for fund-raising, covers for the International Aviation Meeting in
Geneve (1st June 1925), Cartolinas, freight arrival cards, trial prints showing
colour separation, shooting festival cards, private postal stationery, letter
cards, Bern revenues and stamped documents, Henry Heller cards of the early issues
of Bern, postage dues and frank stamps.
Claude Mistely gave an enthralling account of his experiences at the NABA 2000
Exhibition in St. Gallen which he attended, and displayed a wealth of material that
was only obtainable there, together with the special issue of the world's first
embroidery stamp and sheetlet, that were top secret up to the very last minute,
being revealed on the official Opening Day - June 21st. (See 'Focus' 3&4 2000.)
WAS
A CHRISTMAS QUIZ from 1960 discovered by Henry Towers
This could keep you out of mischief over the holiday season and there could be
a small prize for an all-correct answer. Competitors are asked to write the
correct Zumstein number for each underlined part of the letter given below.
Answers should be sent to Mr Towers by the 12th of January 2001. The address
is: Hillside, Mill Street, Stanton St John, OXFORD 0X33 1HQ. It should be borne
in mind that as the puzzle was set in 1960, there will be no stamps included
which were issued later than, say 1959.

Geneva

, vIII. 1947

Messrs William Tell and Son
ALTDORF
Canton Uri

Dear Sirs,
In reply to your wire re specimens: of our flags which_ you inspected
- ------- - at the exhibition, we assure you they are made of silk threads and not of rayon.
We do not use sheep's wool as it is not considered mothproof.
We are not blowing our own trumpet when we tell you they are made on hand-looms:
by very competent hands. Imitations: we have seen are far below- our standard. Ours
are the apex of perfection known all over the world. We swear by our quality.
There is no hope of a fall in prices-, in fact there might be a slight increase.
Please telegraph if goods are to be sent by rail or post.
Yours faithfully,
CALVIN & CO,
Devised by

Mr E

M Hamilton of Manchester (there are one or two alternatives)
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M Rutherfoord

AN OVERPAID COVER TO AUSTRALIA IN 1940

After the item shown on page 76 of the October Newsletter Roland Kohl was kind
enough to add some more information from his extensive knowledge in this field.
If the letter had been posted a few days earlier it would have been taken by rail
to Milan and Rome, then by air to Basra (Iraq) by Ala Littoria. Here two possibilities
were open, either by Imperial Airways, on Mondays and Thursday to Australia, or on
Thursday by KLM, via the Dutch East Indies to Sydney.
Why was the letter held up so long? It should have been sent back, uncensored,
right away. The single-line censor closing label was issued only in 1941 (Wolter
Catalogue). Roland Kohl had to admit that he had never seen the 'Aufg.' mark before.
*WANTED* - The eight-volume A5 ring-bound catalogue of Swiss Cancellations.
In German 'Schweiz Abstemplungen' 1843-1907. The up-date of the earlier work by
F X Andres and Hans Emmenegger. If you have one for sale then either telephone or
fax Bob Medland on 01 291 68 99 43.
Carlo Micotti has come up with these items to puzzle you if you have time after all
your Xmas shopping (I have not started yet. Ed.). A baffling postcard from 1908 of
which part is shown below. It was printed in Germany "European Series" for the
American market as the stamp space is marked 'Domestic lc, Foreign 2c'. Sent from
Illinois toMassachusetts and franked on the picture side with a lc. The caption
though is "Switzerland, The City of Como" and the picture certainly looks like
Como in Italy. What was going on in the postcard world in 1908?
ifFN

I

111-

Switzerland, The City of Ccini6:‘

.

,

-

•

0

.

MEM

Even stranger is this 10c Cross of the Confederation stamp. A glossy black 'P' --is printed over the 'V' of Helvetia and there is a black bar across the '10' of thevalue tablet. Have you seen this before? What is the reason for the overprint?
(Some time ago there was a similar 'overprint' in the Newsletter and there was no
answer to that. This looks too precise to be an accident. Ed.)
Martin Mantell has sent this strange cancel of the Montreux Oberland Bahn (MOB)
which was used to cancel a stamp on a letter to Barclays Bank in Oxford on the
24th of October 1950. A bit early for the skiing but around the time of the autumn
half-term so was the sender running short on his money? Gstaad is still an expensivelooking place to visit. Could this be one of the station cancels mentioned at the
bottom of page 86 in last month's Newsletter?
We have had vignettes for a long
time to advertise events. There
is a catalogue of them if we could
find a copy (or photocopy) for
the Society's Library. Right is
one for an event in Base] in 1952.
Found on the back of a cover
from Honduras to Arizona. What does
the winged helmet signify?
The 'new stamps and labels' on
pages 54 & 55 in July are now
becoming thematic. The Goessler
one shows Bellringers - something which is not practised
in Switzerland - strange.

FERIA SUIZA
t;4407;-

DE MUESTRAS
BA.St

LE-

1932
ltige
DEL 19 Al. 29 DEABg,IL

Is the one below really
an item to add to a collection of railways?
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BRIENZ ROTHORN BANN
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M Rutherfoord
Did
you
know?
- that a number of excellent books have appeared lately. The most popular will be, among non-specialists,'Philately, a Hundred Times' by
Peter Meier (ex PTT Museum) 220 pages of fascinating information in
three languages (D,F,E) on 100 items in chronological order, spread
over about 300 years. The cover or card, in colour, is discUssed on the
facing page. Should show to all new collectors, especially, the depth of
interest behind stamps. CHF 34.00, excl. p&p. At 210 x 210 mm it will fit
in all stockings.
- that Richard Schaefer has brought out two further tomes of his postal
history epic; 'Das Postwesen der Alten Eidgenossenschaft' and 'PostvertrUge - Taxen - Routen Alte Eidgenossenschaft'. Both in German deal
fully with posts in Switzerland before 1798. The former has 300 pages
with most illustrations in colour, CHF 300.- and the latter 450 pages
with b/w only, CHF 100.-. Beautiful productions, for specialists.
- that another Important book is 'Helvetische Republic 1709 - 1803' by
Andreas Gruenewald; 432 pages all in colour, in German, CHF 150.- (if
ordered in 2000, later CHF 160.-). Fits into the above Schaefer set.
Both are members of the Swiss Postal History Society.
- that the mysterious cancel shown on page 79 of the October issue
'Mendrisio Fox Town' is in a type of supermarket, but is only a depot,
and opened on 17.5.00. What is new is that it opened under full secrecy,
specifically philatelists were not to be told! I can partly understand
this as it is unbelievable what collectors want to have precisely cancelled. I think that (as in the UK) anything to be cancelled should have
at least the B-post rate, not 5c as at present. There are other cancels
on the secret list as well.
- that an experienced philatelic journalist (he writes on Swiss Philately
every month in a German publication) Walter Wehrle, has in this way told
of his attem p ts to get a special cancel on the official invitation to the
celebrations . of 'Bellinzona - 500 years in the Federation' on 14th April
2000. Why not one cancel, let alone a stamp, was issued for this historical event is also a good q uestion. But Bellinzona refused to cancel
the 70c stamp of 1960 (Z 365) with. K-cancel K1274, with no reason given.
Since then he has been trying in Bern Philatelie with no success at all,
to get at least his unused stam p back. However, I have noticed that the
cancel he asked for was withdrawn on 16.10.97, but the successor K1274a
would have been OK.
- that the two examples shown above show that the Philatelic Bureau is
so pushed to make a profit that they have to limit their interest to
what is on their computer list, and cannot fiddle with strange requests .
which smack of real postage usuage.
in four languages
- that the year 2000 Album at CHF 49.- from the Bureau,
p
(D,F,I,E), and with a unique embroidered NVI "stam " is g good buy for
96 pages of information and stamps. See your copy of "Focus" for details.
designed by-Bernadette
-- that the-9-0c Christmas stamp has been beautifully
.
and
the
1995 Basle Dove
,
Baltis, who did the 1992 and 1993 Pj stamps
miniature sheet, and others too. All first class.
- that the PJ stamps are, for the first time; 2 x 70c & 2 x 90c. Will
this give different booklet layouts? These have a layout of 6 x 70c &
4 x 90c. Nice FD cance]-(see figure 1).
p
- that collectors of the red business franking machine im ressions are
in for a shock. They will now be in blue, as soon p as each machine is
changed over from the present credit system, ie, ay at the end of the
month following a telephone or postcard 'reading of the meter registering the 'stamps . ' used, to an all-electronic system based on pre-paid
debit, as is the new world standard. See figure 2 for a normal-looking
impression from an Ascom-Hasler Mailmaster (note the old four-figure
machine number), but almost a FD of the new system in Switzerland. The
UPU decision to use red, taken in Madrid in 1922, is thus over-ridden.

9J4,/,
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