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INTERESTING ENTIRE LETTER FROM FAMOUS SWISS THEOLOGIAN J-J-C Chanviere (1783-1871)
John Millener acquired this 1822 item from Geneva with a nice "P,7_P,/FERNEY" hardstamp in red and various other marks on an entire to Paris. He believes the "P.I.P.
Ferney" mark is a handstamp of the Fischer Post. It is overstruck (or understruck?)
by a feint Ps P$ boxed cancel, possibly. Also an octagonal T.3. and a double circle
September 27 1822 (Paris receiver?) and a mystery circle with a line across. There
is a manuscript 8 on the front and also on the reverse, -plus a small 28 at the top
left hand front. Does
the diagonal line through
the address have any
significance? Would
readers like to comment
possibly?
John enclosed a copy of
the contents which is
an interesting view on
life in 1822. The writer
Jean-Jaques-Caton
Chanviere was a Swiss
theologian, protestant
pasteur, born and died
in Geneva. In 1816 he
was given the chair of
theology, dogmatic and
moral which he occupied
_IIntAl 1864.. Ric wrote
extensively as is shown
by the letter addressed
to John Bowring, who was
a philologist and traveller, spoke more than
100 languages and was a
disciple•öf"Jeremy
Bentham, hinself a
disciple of Hobbes and
Helvetius:
Now look that lot up in
your encyclopaedia
Who else is sitting on
a letter sent by someone
famous and they have
never read the contents?
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SOME ANSWERS TO OUTSTANDING QUERIES with thanks to the members concerned

.

FD query on p61, August 2002 from Michael Rutherfoord - The official date for the

issuing of the first Swiss phosphor stamps, eight values from the Postal History &
Architectural definitives, was the 4th of October 1963. But were these anew issue?
To the naked eye there was no difference from those issued on 10.V.60 on:plain white
paper. Only under UV light could the luminescence be detected from the front, but
from the rear the new fibres could be seen. Somehow some people got hold of the 'new'
stamps during the afternoon of the. 3rd and had them cancelled. Was this illegal? How
much internal help was required?
The PTT first became aware of this - problem when they issued a standard definitive
in coils and delivered standing order customers, and others, their stamps a few days
ahead of the_official FD. Some very clever, but to me stupid, 'philatelist' took the
new stamps to his local PO and asked for them to be cancelled. The clerk refused (I
think the cover had been marked New Coil Stamps), and in no time the lawyers of both
sides were at each others throats. The customer won, but since then no pre-issue of
such stamps is allowed, in contrast to normal definitives and commemoratives. This
is noted in the publications'such:as Focus on Stamps. The.whole story was published
at the time in the SBZ.
Today I received the Sales List from the firm Forster in Belmont; item No. 692
below shows the identical: stamps queried by John Millener, all cancelled at the
same place, Basel 13 Voltastrasse on 3.X.63-18! The price is CHF 2000.-. Zumstein
offers the official FD dated 4.X.63 at CHF 575.-, and the earlier 'FD' of the 3rd
at CHF 2750.-. Take your pick.
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Edward Quinton's query p96 December 2002 - Mrs Vonwiller has in her St. Gallen
collection an entire written on 1st November 1820 bearing such a mark. In this case
the manuscript figure in the centre is '9'. The understanding is that 'AUSLAG St. GALL'
indicates the town of origin where the item entered the postal system and left en
route for its destination. It appears in Winkler under reference No. 3266. There is
no clue to the meaning of the manuscript figure; it is assumed that this particular
more familiar s+
straight
r?Zght line
strike
.. nf the period.
l'^, s.,ra
'
of the mv_
:.ark. was used in place
^J.4,
Someone somewhere may come up with a more definitive answer.
Dennis Cairns writes that the AUSLAG cancel was used on pre-stamp mail to countries
outside Switzerland and was to indicate the tax rate paid from Zurich or St. Gallen
to the frontier, with further tax marks simply being applied to the letter from that
point onwards. According to Winkler, the Zurich strike was used from 1819 to 1830.
I have one copy of this mark on a letter of 1821 to Kempten in Bavaria. The tax mark
within the oval is a '6' (crossed out) with a '4' (also crossed out) and a
falling outside the oval. NOW WHAT ABOUT THE THIRD MARK FROM TICINO? Ed.
-

Letter from the PTT Phil. Bureau to Ulm 28.VIII.44 p84 November 2002. Michael
Rutherfoord writes: "The answers from Charles LaBlonde are to my mind the best, namely
1 & 2. I imagine that probably dozens of covers were prepared with a full set of PP
stamps, and cancelled, for foreign countries. The packing would be good, and heavy.
When the ordered stamps were inserted the total weight of the cover could be found.
If under 20g the over-franking would be only 5c, if over 20g then an additional 15c
was required. Probably from stock a 15c 'GD PTT' label was taken and stuck on the
back, the next day; and the warning "Affranchissement . . " carefully applied
by rubber canceller. This meter label could not be used by Bern HPO as this was
part of postal district III.
By coincidence I have just come across a photocopy of a similar cover from the
Philatelic Bureau (I don't know where the original cover is hiding) see figure
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Dated 29.IV.48 to the USA it probably did not contain newly-issued stamps. The. postage
of 90 was made up of two'Olympia stamps for 50c and then, for no clear reason, two
'GD PTT' labels, from the same meter machine as above, No. 4016, each of 20c, making
a total of 90c, surface mail. Noting that the rates had changed on the 1st of. March
1948, 50c was for the first 20g and 20c for two further steps of 20g each making the
90c for a weight between 41 and 60g for the well-packed cover.
Figure 2 shows another Phil. Bureau cover dated 3.I%.48 to Germany, Registered and
with Sfr.1.05 stamps on it. This is made up of Registration 40c, letter 20g 40c and
then 25c for the next weight step of max 20g, for a well-packéd letter. Not for a new
issue. Another similar cover is shown in figure 3 dated 4.III.64.12, once again it is
not connected to a new issue, but this time COD to Germany as indicated to the postman to collect DM 5.51, as noted in pencil by the German PO: The. Swiss stamps, from
1963, add up to Sfr.2.10 for the following; Registration 50c, COD for a minimum of
Sfr.20.- 50c, plus the rate for a 20g foreign letter 50c, total 1.50. When the weight
is not known then deal with it last. From the tables the 60c difference will pay for
two weight steps, again this letter would weigh between 41 and 60g. The other marks
at the lower left are probably German. There are no marks on the rear.
One could well ask why the usual pencil mark showing the letter weight does not
appear on these covers. I can only assume that at the counter the weight is given as
proof that the counter clerk weighed the letter, among his many other duties. However,
in the quieter atmosphere of the Philatelic Bureau this was not necessary.
-Go•
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John Cord ingley

1896 Picture Postcard from Sépey?

Derrick Slate had just sent me the copy of
'Les Etiquettes Postales Suisse 1876 - 1997'
C?DEVAUD
X11 N L1
suissE
by Louis Vufe that usually resides in the
töTEL B.EAUSIT•E PEKsloN
Society library. It's an interesting volume
w3
and certainly gives information on a good
variety of labels that are commonly found on
Swiss mail Inevitable there are omissions
and the label on the card illustrated is an
example.
At first glance it seems to be a slightly
battered picture postcard with a delightful
engraved view of the Hotel Pension Beausite
in Aigle. Unfortunately the reduced
reproduction can't give the detail of the
original: the name on the station building,
the detail of the locomotive, and people
promenading in the Hotel grounds. Baedeker
mentions the Hotel as having baths,
pleasant grounds and a pension rate of 6fr.
The card has been folded vertically with the
picture innermost and a hole roughly made to form a home-made tie-on luggage label. The card is
addressed to E.Agard Evans at an Hotel in Château d'Oex. The name is not common and I seem to
remember seeing a number of items addressed to Mrs Agard Evans and to a Mrs Gow Gregor with dates
ranging between 1895 and 1930! That these ladies were involved with prisoners of war and
incapacitated soldiers
also sticks in my
mind. Other members
must know more
about this than I.
Marked in ink is a
weight of 7k 300, and

I

In 1896 the
70.
correct postal rate for

a package in the 5 -
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was 70c. This postage
using a 50c Standing
Helvetia (Zu7Oc) and
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in use from November
1881 so it seems

surprising that there
was no 70c stamp
unX37
til the
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with Sword issue in
1908 when the rather
elusive brown and
yellow one appeared.
The stamps have been cancelled 'SEPEY" on May 19th with a cds in use from September 1893 until
June 1914, when the office was renamed 'Le SEPEY' Two parcel labels have been applied. - both with
'LE SEPEY' and its location in the valley region 'ORMONT DESSOUS', some 7 miles NE of Aigle. The
smaller and numbered label is documented in 'Les Etiquettes Postales' as being in use from 1878 to
1902. The second larger label is not documented. It must be one of a number of pre-printed Fahrpost
labels onto which the local office could apply their location canceller. I wonder when these labels were
in use.

SALVATION ARMY ENVELOPES as provided for the use of soldiers.
Our Secretary has received a query from a member of the
Salvation Army Philatelic Circle about a Swiss cover which
he says he has never seen used in wartime. Peter Vonwiller
comments that CP Surveillance is probably the Field Post of
Company 1009 to indicate the free post for troops on
active service. Can any member add to the information?
Similar envelopes were supplied to soldiers in the British
Army both in the first and second world wars.
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PJ Forerunner - another back-dated cancellation
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M Rutherfoord

This was first shown on p87 in November 2002. In the meantime I have made copies of
the Luzern-Engelberg-Luzern TPO cancellations in the PTT Archive. Figure 1 shows this
"fake" (enlarged), as found in the auction catalogue, with the text of the cancel
indicating this TPO. (The Fribourg cancel also on p87 is not suspicious and was
printed in error - apologies.)
It seems clear that the cancel shown in figure 3 (Gtiller No. 999) was used as a
model for the faking. The.clarity of the fake imprint is so good that new technology
is being used, electronic scanning and laser printing. This means it could be found
on real stamps and blocks of four to create spurious FDCs. Keep a good lookout!
Other cancels of this TPO are shown here as the ZUmstein- ";stiller catalogue is not
quite correct. Figures 4 & 5 were made just about when his listings were going to
print in 1977, which does not explain why his type 87G/16 was not used after 1972.
NOTE: Figure 2 was made in duplicate by Miller, Nos 836 & 843; figure 3 is also made
by Miller. Figure 4 I could not find in the Gtfller record book; Z-M mentions three
types. Figures 5 & 6 were made by Braungardt in Germany. Figures 7 & 8 were made by
Raab in Germany and withdrawn at the end of December 2000.
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THE SOCIETY PACKET - I have spoken to Stamp Insurance Services and have been assured
that the machine-produced 'receipts of posting' are acceptable if a claim for loss
is pursued. Some members have had difficulty in getting the PO to accept the old-style
Certificate of Posting (P326) when sending packets forward, so I hope the above resolves
the problem. Christmas and. New Year Greetings to all members from the Hon. Pkt Sec.
and my thanks to those who have written to me.
THE WESSEX GROUP held a very successful meeting at the beginning of November when 12
members made the journey to Salisbury. Without going into great detail we spent an
interesting afternoon with members showing a variety of material to match our chosen
topics, Postal Stationery or Latest Acquisitions. It is amazing the wealth of material
that members find and bring along to share with others so helping to advance our
understanding of Swiss Philately.
The Wessex Group would like to increase its meetings in future years to three or four,
but with the proposed meeting in Worcester during March 2003 our next meeting will be
on Saturday the 17th of May at the Clovelly Hotel, Salisbury, so please try and
support both these events..

Norm Group Report_ Four of the members who attended the December meeting contributed to
the topic chosen for that day, "Cantons Luzern, Uri & Unterwalden ". Of course, since these three

Cantons border what is the Vierw aldstattersee it was almost impossible not to include a little bit of
Canton Schweiz. It is an area steeped in the history of Switzerland, so it came as no surprise to see
many of the items, stamps, souvenir sheets, and postcards associated with the Ruth Meadow and
the national hero, William Tell. Of particular interest was a philatelic theme built around the "Weg
der Schweiz", the 22 miles walk established between the Ruth and Brennen in 1991 to
commemorate the 700th Anniversary of the founding of the Swiss Confederation. Every Canton
made a financial contribution towards a length of this path, calculated on the size and population
of the Canton. Each of these stages is indicated by a marker stone inscribed with the name of the
contributing Canton. Photographs of these stones alongwith stamps and covers of historical
interest relating to that Canton, plus sketch maps of the route, made for a most novel display.
Naturally the Transport Museum in Luzern was represented with numerous special issues over the
years depicting the many forms of transport, from ancient to modern, that are on display there.
Material relating to the railways of the area were much in evidence; early TPOs with named routes
to and from Luzern and items pertaining to the mountain routes to Engelberg and on to the Rigi.
Finally came a selection of items from the 19th & 20th Centuries that had been carried along the
lake, with the various SPO cancellers being used either on mail posted on board one of the early
vessels or as a transit mark on letters emanating from shore post offices. AU in all, a most
interesting afternoon and as one member remarked, "I've been attending these meetings for some
20 years and each time I learn something new". A view reiterated by the Chairman in his thanks
to those who had contributed to this display. D.C.
London Meeting 11 th . December. Eric Lienhard, in the absence of our Chairman, took
over the running of this meeting which brought forth a considerable variety of items from
Canton Zurich. John Mitchell displayed postally used covers originating from the various
post offices situated within Zurich town itself. No one present appeared to know as to
why these ran consecutively from "1" through to "23" then, Number 29 apart, jumped to
"48". Amongst the "goodies" displayed by Bob Johnson were numerous slogan
cancellations, postmarks relating to Philatelic Exhibitions held in the area and
cancellations originating from both the main railway station and the airport. One
somewhat different envelope bore a PTT "label" advising that the envelope fell below the
minimum size determined by its rules! Pre stamp covers were shown by Derek Doling
and, possibly not for the first time, many of us wished we knew more about the various
manuscript marks such items invariably carry. Derek Slate's display, mainly postcards,
gave those present an interesting insight particularly into the history of the castle
overlooking Switzerland's largest town. Our acting Chairman rounded off the displays
with an interesting display of Cantonal Fiscals, both on and off documents, and items
relating to philatelic exhibitions. Included was the 1934 NABA Miniature Sheet mint and
used on the last day of the exhibition, Also shown were various postcards allied to stamp
designs. Not for the first time members present were intrigued by the sheer variety of
material shown and, the fact that there was little duplication serves to indicate how varied
are our members interests. P.U.V.

'SITES FOR SURFERS - switzerland-in-sight.ch which is listed as the "interactive
window to Switzerland". You can also see the pages of 'Switzerland in the UK'
Let us know what you find.
on the net if you go to: www.meakin.net .
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M Rutherfoord

Did you know?

- that I wish all readers an interesting New Year, and I thank those who have written
during the last year. I apologise for the long delays in handling some of the answers ,
this should come up to standard from now onwards.
- that basically the letter rates remain the same for this year. Only the Maxi;.letters ,
up to B4 and 1000g, where the allowable thickness has been reduced from 50 to 20mm.
Insured letters (LAS) now cost only CHF 8.- instead of 9.-; coverage remains at 500. -.
Foreign mail remains the same. A leaflet has been distributed to all households.
- that there is. much public discussion on the reorganization of the MLOs. Should the
present 14 centres, with four subcentres (five have closed already), be reduced to
one, three or five units. The rising unemployment is causing political concern in th e
weak peripheral regions.
- that it seems certain that in 2004 the parcel post will be liberalized, and in 2006
the present SP monopoly on letters will be restricted to those under 100g in weight.
Who will benefit has not been mentioned in Parliament, as far as I can see.
- that the new generation of code/sorters will have, I suspect, the capability to sort
out all letters, also with hand-written addresses, not only directly to each and every
postman in Switzerland, but also in the exact order of his households. Such large
installations have to be concentrated in large centres, not dispersed around the
countryside. No private firm can afford such costs, so the liberalized post firms will
not run their own sorting and delivery rounds. They will collect mail, not from street
letter boxes, but from large firms in bulk and, perhaps pre-sorted, just hand it over
to the SP at a discounted rate. There will not be five or six postmen ringing the
door bell every day.
- that the new postcard stamps, for Europe and Worldwide, have a discount of about 8%o ,
which will not compensate for the increase in price of a picture postcard bought at
a kiosk today, up 25% since the 1st of November to CHF 1.- from 80c. This has not bee n
mentioned in Focus on stamps.
- that the Swiss Thematic Club (SMV) have just published their book No. 32 on "Teddy
Bears"; A5 softbound, in German, For CHF 29.50, plus 3.50 p&p. Right up to date and
a now popular subject for collectors. Write to: SMV, Inselstrasse 51, CH-Basel 4057
or find them on the web at www.thema-briefmarken.ch .
- that we received our first non-philatelic letter recently with the PC-generated
"Stampit" postage "stamp" combined on the same self-adhesive address label. It
was from the city fire department, as non-philatelic as possible, telling us tha t
the additions to the house were finally approved, see figure 1.
- that the "working poor" are becoming a social problem in Switzerland, not only in
the mountains. The slogans shown in figures 2, 3 & 4, in three languages and two sizes
were introduced on 1.11.01 and ran for 3 months in practically all places still with
cancelling machines. This has now been repeated with November and December 2002 , and
January 2003. Tragic in a rich country.
- that on p7 of the January 2000 Newsletter I showed a curious rate for a 100g bar
of chocolate. The "Migros" also offered this "Millenium" bar a year -ago, -for the New
Year 2002. However, the rate for letters above 100g had changed fundamentally since
it was set in 1.12.1891, when the first weight step had become 250g. Therefore after
1.1.01 the 100g bar, with its wrapping of 10g, fell into the "Midi" letter category 101 to 250g weight step. As a bar of chocolate is too thick to be sorted automatically
20c extra is required. The rate printed by Migros of A=1.10 & B=90 should read A= 1.50
& B= 1.30. This promotion will not be repeated for New Year 2003!
Gegen Armut.

0,70 CHF

in der Schweiz
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Matte to pauvrretil
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d'i wemo

Hudgckerstrasse 40
8049 .ZUrtch
Figure 1

Centro to po , rth!
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Figures 2, 3 & 4 issued in two sizes,
34 x 17mm & 40 x 20mm
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Stuart R MacKenzie

28th of February 1801 - an interesting letter of the Napoleonic period that was sent
by the Prefect of Basel, Henry Zschokke, to Général Moreau in Strasburg, commanding
the Army of the Rhine.
"CITOYEN GENERAL Following the decree from the Consul of the French Republic, the
camp established at Basel on the right bank of the Rhine must be dismantled. The Municipality and the Arsenal Helvetique of Basel having furnished all the necessary
material of wood and iron for the construction of the batteries are claiming their
property back.
The Officer in charge of the demolition of the camp of Basel does not want to take
back the material of iron and wood without orders from his superiors.
I then take the liberty to claim back from you, Citoyen Général, the property of
the Municipality, and I beg from you to give orders that the wood and iron which was
used in the construction of the camp at Basel, was given back to the Republic .Helvetique.
I would not like to finish my.:letter without giving homage to the man Europe adores
as a peace conqueror, and whose virtues has vanquished more people than his victorious
Army. Henry Zschokke."
.:.

i
Ptlbz'r M. 0 W 4 i
DU QL)fl'©?d 3I3 i^i►S'^ ..
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I
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MOREAU Jean-Victor (1761-1813) French General.
Was born at Morlaix in Brittany. He served under Dumouriez in 1793 and was chosen
Général de Division in 1794. He then served with Pichegru, and when his chief fell
into disgrace he received (1796) the Command of the Army of the Rhine.
Although he drove back the Austrians beyond the Danube, the defeat of Jourdan left
him unsupported, and he conducted his army back to the Rhine , in masterly r e treât. His
next command was over the army in Italy, which he extricated from a dangerous position.
He was offered the Dictatorship by the part which overthrew the Directory, but refused
it while he lent Bonaparte his support in his 'Coup d'Etat'. By Bonaparte he was
appointed again to the command of the Army of the Rhine, and he drove the Austrians
headlong before him and defeated them at Hohenlinden (1800). His great, popularity
and reputation made him an object of suspicion to Napoleon, by whom he was accused
of participating in the plot bf Cadoudal. He was degraded and sentenced to two years
imprisonment, which was commuted to banishment. He settled in the United States, but
he returned in 1813 to assist the allies against Napoleon. He was mortally wounded
before Dresden, and died shortly afterwards at Laun in Bohemia.
BALLOON RAILWAY TO RIGI-KULM

Derrick Slate

• Proposals had been published for a "balloon railway" to Rigi-Kulm, one starting at
Arth and another from Immensee. The best known was by Friedrich Albrecht, an architect from Winterthur, dated 1859 under the title of "The airborne railway on the
Rigi - A system of transport for Mountains using air-balloons for Motive Power".
Balloons filled with hydrogen would haul gondolas moving on a track of four rails
up the gradient, each gondola seating 20 to 30 passengers. Water tanks would serve
as ballast on the descent. (To be continued.)
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SOCIETY REGIONAL MEETING
Saturday, 15th March 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m.
at Oldbury Park Primary School, WORCESTER
venue of WORPEX 2003
Presentations covering - Postage Dues
Private Postal Stationery - TPOs — Zeppelin Mail etc.
If you can't normally get to Leeds, London, or Salisbury
meetings, then maybe this is the one for you
Full details will appear in the March Newsletter
but make a note of the date NOW

Full details of how to reach WORPEX 2003 will be in the March Newsletter. The event
opens at 10.00 a.m. on Saturday the 14th of March and more than 30 dealers will be
in attendance. Most importantly for Helvetia members Werner Gattiker of Leo Baresch
Ltd will be there at table 19 in the Main Hall with his stock of Swiss stamps, covers
and the rest. If you have a special interest then contact him in advance to make sure
he brings those items (01 273 84 55 01). For those who have access to the web then
try www.stampdomain.com/worcester/ for more information. For those members who live
within easy reach this will be an opportunity to search the stock of dealers who do
not usually get to the fairs in the area - don't miss them:
Before the Society meeting you can have refreshments at reasonable prices and also
the chance of winning a prize in a Draw:
There may be opportunities for car sharing. Please contact our Hon. Secretary who
will be very happy to answer queries. His address and telephone number are at the top
of this page. His e-mail address is on your Programme card. Will you be there?
NEW MEMBER The Society welcomes Mr Ken Palmer of Frinton, Essex
The Society was sorry to hear of the death of John Giblin. He was very active in the
old Liechtenstein Study Circle and produced several articles for their Newsletter.
We understand he had the foresight to include in his will specific instructions with
regard to the disposal of his philatelic collections. A lesson to all of us?
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RARE CUSTOMS CANCELS

February 2003

translated from ArGe Schweiz No. 52, 2002 by E Lienhard

How rare or plentiful are customs cancels on postage stamps ? Such knowledge is also useful for
non-specialists. Whatever one collects , a page of customs cancels is usually about .It may appear
that some types are as plentiful as the sand on Rimini beach — but those in the know can find
rarities.
Some basics: Presumably it is unique in the whole world that Switzerland used regular postage
stamps to collect Revenue (it was usual for firms to print their own Revenue stamps , as for
instance railway stamps in Switzerland [ England used postage stamps for revenue on receipts])
J. GNAEGI quoted (in SBZ 12/1985 ) a Federal directive of 10 th Oct 1884 requiring that a
statistic duty had to be paid on export customs declarations by means of affixing postage stamps.
The exact date of commencement of this practice is not stated in the quotation. But it is known
that the use of postage stamps by Customs ceased on 31-12-1959. This makes about 75 years of
Customs cancels on Swiss postage stamps.
There are 4 types of Customs cancels on stamps. Firstly accidental cancellations ; starting with
the old cancels ( Andres & Emmenegger 156 A B & C) struck as despatch on postal items to
qualify for free postage . Known are a few of" BUREAU DU BROT " in an oval on Strubel.
Also known are Customs District Numerals in circle on issues from Sitting Helvetia to air mail
issues 1932. Generally these accidental cancels are very rare. Usually most common are Customs
cancels with place name , date bridge , Swiss cross at bottom , we call these bridge cancels. The
coat of arms / shield cancel without date is generally also plentiful , equally common also are the
dumb cancels without date or place.
Let us return to the bridge cancels ( A & E 156F ) these are common only from 1921 until
31-12-1959 — prior to that they belong to the rarities . With the help of colleagues SCHUSTER &
BENSING , from my own collection and auction catalogues , I have listed the places & dates of
bridge cancels before 1921 . Two things become immediately obvious — 25 out of 27 are from
1885 & more than half of these are from Romanshom . First conclusion — bridge cancels from
1885 are rare especially other than Romanshorn , really rare are dates from 1886 to 1920.
Why are cancels prior to 1921 so scarce ? I have found a decision by the Federal Council of 19
Nov 1905 (BBZ 1909 ). " The cancellation [.....] has to be made using an ordinary brass
canceller with shield or cancellers made solely for this purpose and not with date cancellers ".
thus shield or dumb cancels not bridge cancels , but no reason for this given , the ban seems like
an afterthought. I suspect that the bridge cancel was objected to by the Post Office due to the
similarity to the postal cancels , the difference needing close inspection to identify it as a Customs
cancel. Anyhow the ban was largely obeyed ( except during 1885 ).
Thus we arrive at to me a highly interesting question : when was the first Customs cancel ( for
payment of the statistical due) applied to Swiss stamps ? My earliest dates are 14-1-1885 on 3
pairs of Cross & Figure stamps. Do earlier ones exist , possibly already from 1884 ? Would all
working party colleagues please check their collections ( and also let me know of all bridge
cancellations prior to 1921— date, Customs Post ,stamp catalogue no; every bit of information
helps , address below ).
If date cancels were prohibited , what cancellations were used after 1884/5 ? This question is not
easily answered , because it is not possible to determine the dates of first usage for the remaining
two types . thus other means must be employed , namely via the issue period of the stamps. For
this I am using the bluegreen 25c Standing Helvetia (Zu 67Aa-c ) which generally is fairly
plentiful from April 1882 until 1887 and in fact in adequate numbers with shield cancels (A&E
156E) . also Standing Helvetia with coarse perf. (Zu 66B 67B 69B 70B & 71B) from 1888 —
1890 , they also often have the shield cancel . The time cross section , the UPU stamps of 1900
are also blessed with many shield cancels. The subsequent issues also until the 1930's ; thereafter
the shield cancel is overtaken by the bridge cancel . My last shield cancels are on stamps of 1952.
Thus ; shield cancels are plentiful from the beginning ( rare in this category we find the large
shield cancels of the major PO's eg. "Direktion des Zollgebietes Nr 3 " (A&E 156D ) probably
because generally these are found less often than the normal shield cancels.
And the dumb cancels ( A&E 156G) ? I've not yet found any on the bluegreen 25c Standing
Helvetia — however I have found on other Standing Helvetia of issue A , which anyhow were
printed until 1891 . Thus the earliest examples must be on the coarse perf B Standing Helvetia
(1888/90 ). From then on dumb cancels are common until the late 1920's , my last example was
found on the 1932 Disarmament stamp .
In matters of genuineness ; unfortunately there are many fakes about , also in the stamp trade .
I've seen alleged dumb cancels on UPU stamps in auction catalogues , beautiful products which
have not been found on earlier or later issues , especially not on cutouts from Customs declaration
forms ( which alone can adequately prove genuineness) for a price of Fr.300.-
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A last word on rarity ; 95% of the dumb cancels are random line or dot patterns . Of greater
interest are the 5% of recognizable examples. The main one to find is the large W ( which without
proof is often ascribed to WALDSHUT) it can be found already on the coarse pei (Standing
Helvetia . In total I know of 11 different specific dumb cancels on Standing Helvetia/Cross and
Numeral issues , later a good 20 more , may are common , others rare . All in all it is exciting to
search for them.
Matthias Vogt , Donauschwabenstrasse 22 , D-83395 Freilassing , e-mail: matthias.vogt@orf.at

List of bridge cancels with dates before 1921
A 1885

14.1.85:
14.1.85:
14.1.85:
17.1.85:
27.1.85:
xx.1.85:
14.2.85:

Romanshorn, 58A
Romanshorn, 59A
Romanshorn, 59A
Romanshorn, 67A
Romanshorn, 71A
Chiasso, 67A
Erzigen, 66A

17.2.85:
1.6.85:
30.6.85:
16.7.85:
18.7.85:
23.7.85:
xx.7.85:

Romanshorn, 63A
Romanshorn, 66A
Chiasso, 70A
Geneve, 70A
Chiasso, 67A
Romanshorn, 71A
Chiasso, 71A

15. 8.85:
26. 8.85:
7. 9.85:
9. 9.85:
8.10.85:
9.10.85:
20.11.85:

Chiasso, 63A
Romanshorn, 67°
Schaffhausen, 63°
Romanshorn, 71A
Luino, 71A
Romanshorn, 62A
Schaffhausen, 63A

B 1886 to 1920

24.8.01: Thayngen, 71D
26.8.19: Basel SBB, 12611
Customs cancels, capital letters , no time of day, with Cross and Bridge

Group 156F

Group 156E

(continued overleaf
"ArGe Schweiz" is published by the German Society of Collectors of Switzerland.
Our Society exchanges publications with them, Their journal is held in the Society
Library and is available on loan to members. Contact Derrick Slate please.
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ANSWERS TO QUERIES - An Early Shooting Festival, p82 November 2002. Herr Rölli of
the Luzern stamp dealers confirmed that this unusual postal stationery was issued
on the occasion of the Rifle Meeting in Bern from the 17th to the 31st of July 1910.
He knows of no used envelopes but has seen only four unused ones. If you have a used
one it would have had the special cancel shown in the Pen catalogue as S.41.
Edward Quinton's third query on p96, December 2002. Bob Johnson has found this mark
in Kurt Baumgartner's Catalogo dei Bolli di Franchigia e sigilli dells municipalita
Ticinesi X800-1900 published in 1993. The inscription on it reads "Cantone di Ticino
26 Guistize di Pace" ie, Canton of Ticino Justice of the Peace, and was in use 18391856; colour lampblack; dimensions 33,5 x 27 mm. There were Nos 1-38; this one was
for the District of Villemaggia, and the value in the catalogue was 100-200fr.
"Bolli di Franchigia" means stamp of franking and "Sigilli"means seal so this must
have been a mark of authority for postage (free?).
Parcel rates query p93, December 2002. Michael Rutherfoord says the key to all this
he found in the new tariff of 1.1.1954. He had not realized that additional services
for parcels were different. Registration is, however, the same as for letters, 40c,
at least at that time. There was no change in the tariff of 1.4.1956, but in the
next of 1.4.59 the rates for parcels had to be obtained at the PO counter "due to
frequent changes", which he thinks is because of new airmail facilities. The declared
value remained at 60c per 300.-. Express and registration are not mentioned, perhaps
the same as for letters, otherwise "ask at the counter". Parcel rate tables are to
be found in the PTT Archive. Lastly the "Basel 17" mark lower right indicates the
Transit PO for all letters and parcels leaving Switzerland for all countries to the
north and west. The calculation was:
Express parcel 110 - parcel to 3kg 280, given as 1.880 lower left - value parcel 60
ner SFr.300.- giving a total of 450 as shown, upper left and right.
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Answer to the Interesting Letter on the front page of the January issue from Paul
Watkins, who believes he can shed some light on the mystery. "The letter originated
in Ferney (now Ferney-Voltaire) in the French department of the Ain (No.1 in the 1792
alphabetic sequence, which is why '1' features in the handstamp) - this town was one
of the exchange points for mail from Switzerland to/through France, lying just 8km
or so from Geneva, inside the French border. The 'P.P.' indicates that postage was
prepaid. The 1806 tariff charged 8 decimes for an 8 gramme letter over a distance of
400-500km - the weight ('8') was written on the front of the cover, the payment
(also '8') on the reverse, the diagonal line is the standard indication that no
postage was to be collected on delivery. (The '28' is, I think, the writer's own
numbering of the letter in a correspondence.)
On its arrival in Paris, at the Hotel des Postes, the letter was examined and the
weight checked - I believe the encircled diagonal mark was an inspection handstamp
verifying the Ferney postmaster's calculation of charges - then struck with the boxed
'Ps.Ps.' indicating post paid to Paris, the circular date stamp and the boxed'T.3e.'
is a levee mark of the Paris Hotel des Postes indicating the time of day that it
entered the Paris post for delivery. So - no connection with the Swiss postal system
but an interesting puzzle for a cold winter's evening nevertheless."
It is probable that M. Chanviere had the letter taken to Ferney to be put in the
French postal system. It seems that the letter could be of far more value than the
post marks so how many more unread letters are there in your collections? Ed.
First Day Cancel on p61, August 2002. Michael Rutherfoord says:
"Just after writing my reply, see
p2, January 2003, in the latest
Willi Auction catalogue (6-8 Feb 03),
there is lot 3752, a single cover
cancelled 3.X.63-19 in Bern 2 and
addressed to Herrn O.H.Grimmer of
Bern, the starting price being
CHF 1500. Lot 3751, not illustrated,
is a set of 8 covers, all cancelled
Bern! Each with a pair of stamps,
one white and one phosphor paper,
unaddressed for CHF 1250. I have
seen them all at the auction house
Bqn 3 Tren1Il
in Luzern, Hr Rölli having phoned
Herrn J.`:. iri mer
049
Gnu trcns tr'ea 38 54
me when he received his copy of the
Bern
Newsletter. He is an avid and
constructive reader and wished to
warn readers that the Voltastrasse
items are considered fakes by the Swiss Dealers' Association who consider them to be
back-dated. Those of Bern are known to have been genuinely cancelled on the 3rd.
JUNK MAIL - A recent BBC report on junk mail from Switzerland gave the address of one
'source' as 1211 Geneve 16 Grand-Pré, and the sender as "Werner Metz". Have you
received any? If so what was the postmark? Was the return address a "postbox" or "Cases"?
If you want to stop junk mail here then write to Mailing Preference Service, Freepost 22, London W1E 7EZ or ring 08 457 03 45 99 to register with them.
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Northern Group Report. In welcoming those who attended the first meeting of the New Year on the
4th January, the Chairman offered a special word to one of the Society's more recent members who
had travelled by rail from Gloucestershire. To prove that miracles still occur, his train actually arrived
in Leeds a few minutes early!
During this present season, the Northern Group venue appears to be the ideal place for making one's
debut for philatelic displays. In November last it was the Society's Hon, Sec., Peter Vonwiller, who
gave his premier performance in Leeds; now it was the turn of our local member, Cedric Dry who had
chosen to give a display of "Strubels". Tony Hoyle pointed out that in the life of the Northern Group,
this subject had been dealt with twice, approximately forty and twenty years ago by those two late
outstanding members of the Society, Laurie Moore and Alma Lee respectively. Now a comparatively
new member who commenced his collecting of Swiss material with this classic issue only a few years
ago, was to follow in their footsteps! So what had prompted him to commence his Swiss collection
with such an issue? Quite simply, said Cedric, that for many, many years whilst collecting British
Commonwealth material he had, nevertheless, been fascinated by the profile of Helvetia whenever he
had come across illustrations of this figure! Hence the switch in his collecting habits. He introduced
his display by giving a most thought provoking summary of his opinions on what is contained in the
various catalogues of long standing, specializing in Swiss stamps. Either there was too little or too
much to satisfy the queries he had about the Strubels and of the way they were catalogued. He quoted
the "detailed" Swiss catalogue issued by the most notable British philatelic firm but which devotes a
mere half column to theissue. Other publishers both in this country and abroad, Cedric felt, had
become obsessed with the minutiae of colour, paper thickness and silk threads without explaining the
rather primitive conditions under which these stamps were produced in Switzerland in the mid 19th
century. He was of the opinion that becoming too involved in such matters detracted from the simple
pleasure of collecting these stamps. Cedric had found what he was looking for in that volume
published just over twelve months ago in the U.S.A. "The Imperforate Sitting Helvetia - Strubel" by the
late Herbert Brach. He contends that in this volume the author sets out the development of the issue in
a much simpler, logical manner than is apparent in other catalogues. So it was around Brach's research
that Cedric had formed his own collection. About one hundred sheets were presented with the Strubels
displayed not in the order they were issued but in denominational order, and based on Brach's
references. All the values were there in various shades and paper thicknesses, from the 2 Rappen.
through to two examples of the 1 Fr. which had been issued mainly for transatlantic mail. The quality
of the stamps was exceptional, the majority on display having good margins and clear relief, mainly
single copies but also a number of pairs. Whilst there were a few mint stamps, again the majority had
been used but great care had been taken to select clean cancellations, grilled, early circular date stamps
and even one or two straight line cancels. Each item was beautifully mounted with a brief description
alongside the stamp, the whole making for one of the most attractive displays purely of stamps
(although there were three or four covers) seen for a long time. This was what Ian Gilchrist
commented on in his vote of thanks, adding that Mr. Dry had disproved what had been said by one of
the two previous displayers of Strubels so many years ago, that the only way to ensure that one had a
specimen with four clear margins was "to purchase blocks of nine"! He further went on to say that we
had been privileged to see what was probably the first display, in this country, of Strubels based on the
research of the late Herbert Brach. D.C.

London Group Meeting, Wednesday 8 January = The Letter "U"

Because of the very bad weather conditions, there were just five brave souls able to be
present to undertake the letter "U". It was a pity that the excellent and ingenious displays that
were shown did not have a wider audience. The Universal Postal Union 1874 issue was well
to the fore with the Vice-Chairman, Eric Lienhard, showing a philatelic summary of the three
types as well as a selection of the 1924 and 1949 issues, John Mitchell, various plate
varieties on the 10c value, a set of forgeries which were rather crude but were printed on the
proper paper with the control marks and some interesting covers including three carried on
the Scandinavian ferry between Sassnitz (Denmark) and Trelleborg (Sweden) and a card to
Bologna routed via England! Douglas Houtris showed his "10c UPU stamp clock" made u
with appropriate timed postmarks that had only 3 AM and 4 AM missing in addition to town
and village postmarks from different parts of Switzerland used on that stamp. Other "U-turns"
were provided by John Mitchell with a "useless" letter that had originally been in Mrs
Rawnsley's collection that used Swiss stamps very cleverly to provide descriptions; by the
Chairman starting with the ubiquitous Swiss flag, continuing with a ululating minstrel and
finishing with the admission of Switzerland to the United Nations; and by the Vice-Chairman's
concluding display of revenues from Canton Uri and the two parts of Canton Unterwalden, a
selection of postage dues with "ungiiltig" franks and a most interesting range of unusual items
covering postcards and other postal stationery. All present agreed, with acclamation, that it
met + in+cnce

a+ima1un" auchninn

GPM
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M Rutherfoord
now?
Did you
- that the Philatelic Bureau is entering a period of even more exotic and eccentric
items, sorry souvenirs. Figures 1 to 5 below show the new FD cancels for the start
of 2003, as published in the Phila News (which now costs CHF 32.50 per annum). Note
that St. Valentine's Day is being exploited for the first time, with special cards.
- that Ponte Valentino (figure 5) lies on the west slope of the Blenio valley, between
Biasca and Olivone on the Lukmanier Pass route at a height of 721m as1. Hopefully I
can make a trip there soon, for the first time, but not on the 14th of February.
- that it is becoming increasingly difficult to find out what is going on in modern
postal history, new rates new services etc. The standard SP reply is "What do you
want to know that for?". That anyone could not be satisified with the latest souvenir
from Bern is beyond their comprehension. I have discovered that a publicity quarterly
Poster does sometimes contain very useful information not mentioned elsewhere. This
is a free handout - what does the name mean?
- that I discovered in the December 2002 issue that the SP, from 1.1.03, is fundamentally changing the system introduced in 1911, the "PP" system, which is belatedly
being copied today by one country after another. When more than 200 similar items
(this became 50 in about 1914) are to be posted, they can be handed in at the counter
unfranked, and the PO would cancel them with a dated PP cancel, either by hand or by
machine for no extra charge other than the postage, an excellent service. Now this
is to cost a minimum of CHF 5- for normal sized letters, C6 or B5, and CHF 8- for
larger sizes, per sending. This might not be much for business customers but for a
small club with say 50 members this means an additional 10c per letter.
- that the very successful sale of pre-franked C6 and B5 envelopes for A and B post
(see p7 of the January 2001 Newsletter) has also attracted the attention of the SP
profit makers. The price is to be increased by 10c per envelope, I believe, but when
is not exactly clear. This will make these envelopes uneconomical so sales will drop
as the covers were free before but are now too high.
- that on a more positive note you can buy a new Childrens PO at large POs, complete
with all manner of forms, cancellers, credit card, and small stamps (neutral designs,
not reduced versions of real Swiss stamps as before), this, and lots more, for CHF 36.
- that Gottfried Honegger has issued another of his fantastic annual, full colour,
lists of Swiss classic stamps. E-mail him for a copy at info@ghonegger.ch .
- that looking through, and sorting, my incomplete collection of Pro Patria postcards,
I came upon the 1926 card "The calling boy" No. 44 (figure 6). He is obviously calling
at night in the mountains. This reminded me of the special cancel used for the "Day
of the Stamp" in Sarnen in 1975 (figure 7). Here the cowherd is calling through a
wooden milk funnel, making a simple megaphone. He, and the boy, are calling out the
evening 'Bet-Ruf", the call to thank God for the day and the morrow. This melancholic
and moving chant was not allowed to be sung by Swiss mercenaries in foreign service,
as they became homesick and might desert:
0443° =^`
^^ . Ski We/4
^Ât^\^
^^

Off` r\,-, 0 04,
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GIORNO D'EMISSIONE
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Figure 6

Figures 1 to 5

Figure 7
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THE FIRST MOUNTAIN RAILWAY IN SWITZERLAND - Vitznau-Rigi Saha (VRB)

D Slate

In 1863 the Swiss engineer Niklaus Riggenbach (1817-1899) took out a French Paten t
(the application to have his invention patented in Switzerland found virtually no
supporters) for operating trains up gradients far steeper than any which had been
thought possible. His plan was to anchor a steel ladder or rack between the running
rails of the track. The locomotives would be equipped with vertical toothed wheels
or pinions which would engage with the rack giving the necessary grip for climbing,
and guard against running away on the descent.
When Riggenbach was planning his railway the "First Swiss Law" was in operation
and full authority for granting concessions was in the hands of the Cantons. The
proposed railway up the Rigi would pass through Cantons Luzern and Schwyz, but Schwyz
refused permission for the building and operating of a rack railway on their section.
Riggenbach decided to make a start from Vitznau to Kaltbad and Staffelhohe. On the
9th of June 1869, together with the engineers Naeff and Zschokke, an application
was submitted to the Cantonal Grand Council of the Canton of Luzern for a concession
to construct and operate a rack railway from Vitznau to the Cantonal border at Rigi
Staffelhohe. On the 24th of July 1869 the Federal Government gave its approval to.
the scheme.
At Staffelhohe (the provisional terminus of the line) land was purchased for a
stable to house 14 horses. These horses were to be for the convenience of tourists
wishing to travel on to Rigi Staff el and Rigi Kulm.
On the 18th of May 1870 the first steam locomotive with a vertical boiler arrived
at Vitznau. This locomotive had been built by Riggenbach in his Olten workshops and
was named "Stadt Luzern". From the 7th of July 1870 it ran to the Schwanden tunnel
for moving equipment. On the 21st of May 1871 the line was opened from Vitznau to
Rigi Staffelhohe.
The section from Staffelhohe to Kulm lay in Canton Schwyz and the Grand Council
had to decide to whom the concession should be given. They refused to give it to
the Vitznau-Rigi Bahn of Luzern and, on the 23rd of June 1870, they awarded it to
a committee from Arth, which later became the Arth-Rigi Bahn (ARB).
The extension to the summit Rigi Kulm was undertaken by Riggenbach. On the 27th
of June 1873 the section from Staffelhohe to Kulm was opened and leased to the
VRB by the ARB and has been held by the VRB ever since. On the 4th of June 1875
the Arth-Rigi Bahn was opened from Arth-Goldau to Rigi-Kulm.

Station Vitznau and die S(igibah
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A RARE CANCEL FROM GENEVA IN 1884

According to Earl G bert's "Chronicle of Swiss P st Offices 1845-^1 y 99' the hotel
National canceller was withdrawn in about 1880, so that confirmed dates later than
that are rare, and interesting. All aspects of such finds need careful investigation
This official Swiss postcard is No. 14 and is printed in carmine according to the
Zumstein catalogue (p 52 in the 2002 edition, without illustration, and p 38 of the
1984 edition, with illustration). Posted on 15.IX 84. This Gtilier cds, No. 2444, was
first used on 1.8.1875. Most of the original address has been chemically removed.
The second cancel "Geneve, Succ. Gare." with the same date, 15.IX.84-6 (pm), is in
the place usually used for the arrival mark in those days. This I discussed with Karl
Gebert and he said that the first cds was that of a depot, very seldom usually a
straight-line dateless mark, so that the card had to be collected by the guardian P
and cancelled there, Geneva Station in this case.
With UV light and a 30x magnifier I have studied the two cancels, and in particular
the dates. Nowhere have I found any signs of manipulation, so would say that this new
"late date" can be accepted. Neither "8" of 84 is perfect, but are certainly an "8".
There must have been many similar cards sent from this major hotel in Geneva to the
UK during the 1880s. Where are they now? Something to look for in those boxes at the
postcard fairs. My thanks to Max H Wehrli for showing me this strange card.
.

Union postale uuivérsolle. — We'tpostverein.

Unione postale uniyersale

YOU HAVE PLANTED YOUR SHALLOTS so turn out in March to a Society meeting!
Northern Group on the 1st, 50 years with the Helvetia, Chairman's display.
London, Odds and Ends on the 12th (in the RB Lounge). WORPEX the 15th see p21
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A relatively new member of the Society writes to say he is not sure what constitutes
an interesting item for including in the Newsletter, or what qualifies as unusual in
asking for help from other members. So here is what Mr Norton Wragg has to say:
"I recently purchased this card (I am starting a study of postcards sent around
the world from Switzerland before airmail services really started). The card to Japan
has a ticket issued by the "Strassenbahn Altdorf-Fltielen A.-G." for 40cts tied to it
by the "Hotel du Lac FlUelen" handstamp. I would like to know if this has any postal
significance and something about the strassenbahn itself as it doesn't seem to exist
today (from the Swiss Kursbuch at least). An alternative would be if anyone could
point me in the right direction to find out more information."

(The key to this most unusual item is no doubt to be found in the message on the
card! Can any member read the Japanese script, or knows someone who can? Editor.
COVERS WITH A STORY
A highly interesting part cover
showing use of the 15-line Federal
Grill cancellation without stamp.
The use of a stamp was not necessary as indicated by the 'Franco'
strike. Use of the Federal Grill
in this manner was adopted by a
small number of Postmasters and
practices of this are very rare
as noted in the Emmenegger Handbook. An item of considerable
interest to the Postal Historian
Stuart R MacKenzie
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Members might remember the article that appeared in the October 1998 Helvetia Newsletter on the 4th
International Flight meeting in Zurich; the Mobile Post Office (MPO) visited 8 locations in Zurich where
mail was processed. Much was collected for the flight to Sion that took place
August 2. Some did not go on the flight but through the normal mail. At long last I
have representative covers or cards from each of the locations and then flown to
Sion. I have yet to find any mail posted in the MPO that was not flown. It might be
that I have just missed these items for sale by dealers or at Fairs. If any members
have anything surplus to their own collecting interests, then I would love to hear
from them!
All flown covers have the blue flight cachet and one of two arrival
cds in Sion. But then what happened to all this mail? It had to be
delivered. But how did this mail get to its destination? Did the Sion
office, suddenly inundated with an extra 27 000 cards and letters
sort these, or did they bundle them back to Zurich to be sorted
there? Few covers that I have seen have a final destination arrival
mark , even those sent abroad. Just one, a cover addressed to
Geneva has a Airfield cancellation 'Geneve Postes Adrienne'. I
deduce that this cover must have been sent by air from Sion to
Geneva, or at least from somewhere to Geneva. ° So how did all the
mail leave Sion?
The 1938 Pro-Aero Flight also raises similar questions. This flight was scheduled to be flown on May 22
and departure cds all have this date. The Scweizerisches LUFTPOST-HANDBUCH states that the route
for this flight was Geneva - Lausanne - Sion - Bern - Biel - La Chaux-de-Fonds/Le Lock - Basel - Luzern
- Zurich - St. Gallen - Chur - Bellinzona. Or at least that is how I make sense of the non-alphabetical
order in which the mail stampings are given. All arrival cds bear the date May 31. I have yet to see a
cover from this flight that bears an airpost cancellation. Claude Mistely seems to think that there wasn't
a weather delay to the flight from the May
22nd date until the 31st. as I had previously
understood, but that this was the time
taken by 13 planes from the Aero Club
Suisse to fly the routes needed. But what
were the routes? With 13 different starting
points for mail, and 12 different
destinations from each starting point there
should be 156 different combinations of
cancellations on covers, but clearly this
number does not represent the number of
flights made. From covers I have seen there
seem to be many more bearing cancellations
in the order given in the handbook rather
than say Sion - Geneva. And what
happened to an item posted in say Geneva
and addressed to Geneva? What
cancellations does such mail have? Is this
e only possibility?
Members comments and reactions please.

LUFTSEILBAHN WEGGIS RIGI-KALTBAD (LWRK)

Derrick Slate

This aerial cableway was the subject of a contract signed on the
31st of August 1964 between the initiating committee from Weggis
and the Vitznau-Rigi Bahn (VRB). On the 24th of September 1964 a
concession was granted by the Federal Traffic and Energy Department in Bern for the construction and operation of an aerial
cableway from Weggis to Rigi-Kaltbad with cabins capable of
carrying 50 + 1 passengers. In December 1966 K Garaventa's Sons
from Goldau were given the contract to build the aerial cableway,
and on the 11th of August 1967 work on the station at Weggis was
officially started. The cableway opened on the 15th of July 1968.
The Federal Traffic and Energy Department allowed the cabin
capacity to be increased to 80 + 1 on the 6th of December 1975.
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M Rutheroord

Small changes in the letter rates were introduced on the 1st of January 2003. For
plain inland letters only the maximum thickness of "Maxi" letters was lowered from
50 to 20mm. Any item exceeding a dimension in the table becomes a parcel. However,
"Standard" and "Midi" letters can exceed 20mm thickness add up to 50mm, pay an
additional 2.30, for A and B post; their registration LSI costs 6.00, LSD
Registration LSI for normal letters is 5.00, but 6.00 for "Maxi". Lettre Assurance
LSA is reduced from 9.00 to 8.00 for cover of 500.-. Inland COD + 15- up to 10 000fr.
Foreign Letters: for "Standard" and "Large" (no "Midi") no change except that
registration goes up to 6.00. For "Maxi" the first step is now 500g and all the prices
go up, also registration to 6.00. for cover of 150.-. Zone 1 is Europe & Mediterranean
countries; Zone 2 is the rest of the world.

-

A

1.30

1.10

5.- 8.-

20

500

2.20

1.80

5.- 8.-

20

1000

5.00

4.50

6.-

Midi:

85

20

Large:

B4

Maxi:

84

8._ i

g
20
50
100

Zone 1
1.20
1.70
2..

100
250
500

3.50 4.50
8.6.11.- 14.50

2.50
3.50
6.-

500

13.-

8.-

10.-

1000
2000

19.-

21.- 33.32.- 45.PRIORITY

2
1.40
2,-.
2.50

I

250

g
100

I

LSI LSA
5.- 8.-

Size mm
Standard: B5 20

i

.90

B
.70

Type

FOREIGN
Zone 1
2
1.30 1.80
3.2.3.4.30

1 Mit; GO

INLAND

12,- 18.21.-- 32.ECONOMY

EXPRESS is a separate Division from Letters and Parcels. There are three speeds.
Mond

Blitz

Sonne

1000g

19.00fr

16.50fr

14.80fr

Handed in by

Noon

Noon

Closing

Delivered by

17:00

21:00

9:00 next day

'

SPOT THE ERRORS from Michael Rutherfoord. About 30 years ago I created these six
machine cancellations (long lost, but found again), without the help of computer
graphics, for a small contest at a meeting of the Swiss Postmark Society (SVPS).
Only one perfidious trick each. Send answers to the Editor. Who will reveal all?
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SOCIETY REGIONAL MEETING
Saturday 15th March 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m.
In conjunction with WORPEX 2003
10.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.
with some thirty dealers in attendance
Dealers are listed on the Worcester Society website at www.stampdomain.com/worcester/

At Oldbury Park Primary School
Oldbury Road, St. Johns, Worcester
Ray Clegg and Martin Mantell will be making presentations
covering Incoming Mail - Postage Dues
Private Postal Stationery — TPOs - Zeppelin Mail
An opportunity to meet with other Society members in a central location
and also avail oneself of a major Midlands Philatelic event

If travelling by car and to avoid Worcester Centre City
Approaching from the M5 Motorway leave at Junction 7 (Worcester South) and join A44 – direction
Worcester keeping to left-hand lane. At first roundabout take first exit road. Follow brown signs "THE
MALVERNS - THREE COUNTIES SHOWGROUND". Straight on (second exit road) at each of next two
roundabouts. Cross River Severn. At first roundabout take third exit – A443 (Worcester West). At next
roundabout take third exit – Jet Filling Station on the left. Straight on. Junction with traffic lights. Straight on
using left hand lane. At "T" junction turn left. Macdonalds on left. Straight on under railway bridge. At top of
bank take "U" turn to left. Ignore entrance to University College of Worcester. First right into Oldbury Road.
School is on the right. CAR PARK behind school.
From Foregate Street Railway Station
it is about a 5-minute walk to the Bus Station at Crowngate Shopping Centre
From Shrub Hill Railway Station it is too far to walk into the center of Worcester.
Therefore walk about two hundred yards to Shrub Hill Road.
Cross the road to a Bus Stop where Buses pass at intervals of about 10 minutes on the way to
Crowngate Shopping -CentreFirst Midland Red Bus Service Number 26 from Crowngate Shopping Centre (10 minutes journey time)
runs at 10 minute intervals.

There may be opportunities for car sharing — contact the Hon. Secretary
who will be very happy to answer all queries
All members very welcome

The next WESSEX meeting is scheduled for the 17th of May at the Clovelly Hotel,
Salisbury at 10.30 a.m. when our speakers will be Don Dixie with Standing Helvetia
and our President, Tony Hoyle, showing Peaks and Passes of the Alps. Werner Gattiker
will also be coming with his stocks to suit all tastes.
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Northern Group Mewing. Having escaped the misery inflicted by snowstorms on the eastern and
southeastern areas of the country, members met in Leeds on a comparatively warm but sunny day for
the February meeting. Four members contributed to the topic "The Gotthard & Simplon Lines",
commencing with Philip Vaughan giving a brief history of these two routes with an accompanying
map on which the lines were highlighted. He also gave an update with the progress that is being made
on the construction of the long base rail tunnel under the Gotthard Massif. As might have been
expected, it was inevitable that some of the material on display by the contributors was duplicated,
particularly where the more modern items were concerned; e.g. the Centenary of the Gotthard Line for
which a lot of commemorative material was produced. Nevertheless there was much to interest those
who attended. A wide range of early cards and letters carried by TPOs along the Gotthard route
displayed various straight-line and boxed station cancels before having an Ambulant c.d.s. applied.
This was usually Ambulant No.20, peculiar to the Gotthard for many years, but there were at least two
items carrying one of the four earlier numbers allocated to this line. Examples of the named TPO
canceller, "Locamo - Bellinzona", the branch line of the Gotthard Railway Company, were also shown.
It has to be remembered that when dealing with the Simplon Line, there were two distinct branches
converging on Brig, that from Geneva and the line operated by the Bern-Lötschberg-Simplon Railway
Company (B.L.S.) from Bern. Here again station cancels were much in evidence but one item which
caught my eye was a 1945 Red Cross cover from Domodossala to Bern with Italian franking but a
"Bahnpost Ambulant" cancellation. Whilst there was a card commemorating the opening of the
Simplon Line in 1906, there were also two more with the years "1898-1905" inscribed, issued in the
latter year when those working on the construction of the tunnel from either end finally made the
breakthrough and a service of thanksgiving was held. (Refer to David Hope's comment in Newsletter,
October, 2002). It should be remembered that the Simplon Tunnel between Brig and Iselle is some 3
miles longer than the more famous Gotthard Rail Tunnel. To complete the display were photographs,
cards and postal items relating to three small railways centred on Aigle, one of the main stations along
the Simplon Route. These were the routes to (a) 011on, Monthey & Champéry, (b) Leysin and (c)
Sépey & Diablerets, places enjoyed by many visitors each year. With displays such as this, it is
interesting to note how the emphasis has changed on what is depicted on the many picture postcards
that have been produced over the decades. Many of the early cards form records of social and
industrial history. Will we, for example, when the Gotthard Base Tunnel and similar new ventures are
complete have postcards depicting the work gangs who constructed them as we have of similar groups
excavating the earlier tunnels? I doubt it! D.C.
The LONDON meeting onFebruary 12th in the Union Jack Club had a title of POSTMARKS'.
In the absence of our chairman, Eric Lienhard organised and ran the meeting. Seven
members had brought along material, and what diverse material that was. Two displays
involved boxed cancellations: one the 2-line and 3-line cancellations mounted on the
templates that Stuart MacKenzie illustrated in the March 2000 Newsletter, and the second a
selection of Emergency cancellations on cards and covers. `Postmarks' was also interpreted
to include instructional markings - T dues, insufficient postage, stamps on reverse and these
with a selection of postal stationery items concluded the first half of the meeting, except for a
small collection of humorous cartoon military postcards.
An unusual collection of `custom cancellations' led into some remarkable strikes on the
1900 UPU issues. Pride of place must go to a `trumpet with banner' on one such stamp and
a large `E' on another. And on display were carefully prepared sheets of the 10c UPU value
with cancellations fur EVERY DAY from July 2 to the end of December - a real collecting feat.
Another member showed his embryonic collection of different postmark types on the 1936
Landscape issues. A quite amazing selection of `razor blade' and its precursor cancellations
provided a particular highlight. Several representatives of the ellusive early cancellations
were displayed and the `razor blades' were shown as arrival and despatch marks - a
significant display to end the evening. One of the better meetings! JAC
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M Rutherfoord

- that with remarkable foresight the front cover of the catalogue for the 43rd Röll
auction held from 6-8th February showed the item which achieved the most, namely
18 5000 CHF from a starting value of 3000 CHF (plus 22%). This cover, Geneve to
Frankfurt in 1867, has a blue 30c and two blue 10c stamps, a remarkable combinatio
Where and when will it appear in a Sitting Helvetia exhibit?
- that the two items from this auction mentioned on p 13 of the February Newslette
Nos 3751 and 3752, found no buyers. Cancellations 3.X.63 in Bern.
- that figure 1 shows the first example I have received of a computer-generated letter
for "PP Easy Print". This C5 cover has a window but nothing else on it, only the reddish code/sort bars. The required sender's address, coded into the 8 x 8mm matrix:
This increases the "hit" rate very considerably, as the envelope has to be opened to
see from whom it has come, then it can be filed vertically! Last year Karl Gebert
found an even smaller matrix of only 6.5 x 6.5mm, but at the same time it was not
recognized as a PP Easy Print trial. (See also p 7 of the January Newsletter.)
- that readers have noticed all "new" products are named in English by the SP (it used to
be Greek or Latin). This means it has equal acceptance levels in all Swiss language
regions. I have not attempted to explain them: Dispomail, Matchbox, DirectResponse ,
HybridP-ost,-Postntail, PickPost, etc—Your wildest-dreams will be of lkttle -use-in
deciphering these. (The Editor does not think they will appear in the OED.)
- that at the beginning of January the German Post sold a licence to the SP to sell
their software to customers in Switzerland for the next generation of "Stampit"
computer stamps (see p 71 of the September 2002 Newsletter). There are 40 000 producers
of these DIY "stamps" in Germany now. The Swiss pilot trials with the new logo will
start this summer, with the definitive introduction planned for the autumn.
- that the Ganzsachen Verein has published another excellent book, 140 pages A5 in
German 25 CHF, by Ernst Jaeger Die Postkarten Heftchen der Schweizer Post 1912 1992,
ie, the story of the booklets of postcards, with all covers and internal advertisements
shown. This is No. 6 published by this club, under the leadership of George Schild.
- that another, even more specialized book, which should have been mentioned earlie r,
is Rigi Stempel by Reno Inderbitzin and Felix Weber. A4 bound, 235 pages in German,
virtually all marks illustrated, and easy to follow. When one sees that for RigiKaltbad there are more than 160 mentioned, one can estimate the coverage of this
limited region. Published by the Consilium Philateliae Helveticae in 2000.
- that when K 1607 appeared, see figure 2, nobody could say what "Gesora" meant.
Recently I took this up with the SVPS vice-President Livio Pedrelli of the Ticino.
He said that was where he came from, the area between Bellinzona and Locarno on the
Magadino river and that the word meant "church" in the local dialect.
- that in 1803 Napoleon served his "Act of Mediation" on the unruly Swiss, creating
six new cantons: Graubunden, St.Gallen, Aargau, Thurgau, Ticino and Vaud. Will this
important development of 200 years ago be commemorated philatelicly this year?
-

-

-

-
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d to pu+bblicitario
Herr
Michael Rutherfoord
Hurdäckerstrasse 40
8049 Zurich

Figure 2

A PACKET which was lost before Xmas is now causing a lot of trouble with the Royal
Mail not keen to settle our compensation claim.
We may have to consider asking each member to pay a surcharge of 10p on each packet
received, payable when returning the Remittance slip, this would then remove the need
to claim from Royal Mail. The reason for this suggested surcharge (and it is only a
suggestion) is that I am unable to meet the Royal Mail's demands to support any claim
I am being asked to show what was in each book lost by submitting photocopies or
other evidence of each page, it is even suggested that invoices or catalogues be
produced, none of which is at all practical.
Would members please give some thought to this and let me know how you think we
should proceed, and then I can approach the Committee for approval.
Don Symonds.
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BAEDEKER AND SWISS PHILATELY

March 2003
Henry Towers

Those of us who like to go beyond the immediate boundaries of philatelic literature
find considerable satisifaction in roaming through the English editions of Baedeker's
pre-war guide books. Not only do the prefaces give a wealth of information useful to
our hobby, but the outstanding maps and indexes can also be most informative.
For instance, in my 15th English edition of 1893 entitled "Switzerland and the
adjacent portions of Italy, Savoy, and the Tyrol" the preface will give you full
information about exchange rates, types of coinage, costs of letters and postcards letters of 250 g, prepaid, within a radius of 10km, only cost 5c. Parcel post rates
are also included as well as details and tariff for the telegraph system. There is
a good summary history of the Swiss republic.
For those interested in the development of railways, the 36 regional maps, mostly on
a scale of 1:250 000 are particularly clear and astonishingly accurate, and there are
12 town/city plans. The 12 panoramic views, beautifully etched, will delight those
who have had the pleasure of ascending the Faulhorn, or looking towards St. Moritz and
beyond from Piz Languard. The index too is remarkably comprehensive, giving a list
of over 5500 names of settlements, mountains, lakes and other features.
Karl Baedeker was born in Essen in 1801, the son and grandson of bookseller publishers. In 1827, at the age of 26, he set up his printing firm at Coblenz, the same
year that a passenger service was established between Cologne and Mayence. In 1828
he published a very successful guide book on the Rhine, in 1836 a traveller's manual
of conversation and, in 1839, the first editions of Holland and Belgium, inspired by
Murray's "Handbook for Travellers on the Continent". Karl Baedeker died in 1859 but
the business was carried on by his sons and in 1872 the firm moved to Leipzig. It
remained there until 1943 when the works were bombed and all the archives and stocks
tragically destroyed.
The first Swiss Baedeker was in German (Schweiz), published in 1844. Then 39 more
editions followed up to 1937. There were 30 editions in French (La Suisse) from 1852
through to 1928. The first English edition was published in 1863 (very scarce), to
be followed by 28 others ending in 1938. Interestingly' 1863 was.also the first year
of Thomas Cook's organized trips to Switzerland.
The development of the Swiss railway system can also be seen pleasingly through
successive editions and for those of us who delight in collecting used cards relating
to hotels, there is much to enjoy. For instance, in 1893 the Victoria in Interlaken,
soon to be merged with the Jungfrau hotel, was already regarded as expensive, and
had a lift. A week's pension would have set you back £3. 10s. In 2003, at the
Victoria/Jungfrau Kuoni will charge you £137 a day!
For those of us who are unable to holiday in Switzerland too frequently to taste
its many delights, Baedeker's are pleasing bedside companions. The 1893 edition warns
that "The traveller is cautioned against sleeping in chalets, unless absolutely
necessary. Whatever poetry there may be theoretically in 'a fragrant bed of hay',
the cold night air piercing abundant apertures, the ringing of cow-bells, the grunting of pigs, and undiscarded garments, hardly conduce to refreshing slumber".
Then a little warning about umbrellas in the 1863 edition: "Umbrellas change hands
with astonishing rapidity; they are articles which should never be lost sight of,
being of great service and not easily replaced"; or on waiters (1893): "The mental
arithmetic of waiters is apt to be exceedingly faulty though seldom in favour of
the traveller".
Pre-war Bakdeker's are now increasingly collectable. Practically all, except the
very rare one on Madeira, were bound in Rexine covers with distinctive gold lettering
in a size of 11 x 15cm, roughly foolscap octavo. "Switzerland" was the most popular
of the English editions and, if you are lucky, reasonable copies can still be found
for about £10.
After 1945 the firm restarted but the old format was not kept on and post-war
editions do not have the same flair for detail. The pre-1939 ones remain a yardstick of outstanding printing, typography and accuracy and are still very good value
for money, and all this produced in the pre-computer age.
'.

If you have any time after you have been to one of the March Society meetings then
why not prepare your entry for the Northern Group Competition on the 5th of April.
Then don't forget the Society Cup Competition and Moore Trophy in London, 16th April.
Details from N. Group Sec., Dennis Cairns or Society Sec. Peter Vonwiller, respectively.
Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
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No. 4 April 2003
ANOTHER LITTLE SWITZERLAND THAT ISSUED ITS OWN "STAMPS" and cancelled them!

z

Colin Griffiths sent this copy of a card of these 'labels' asking for information.
Five colours, grey, green, blue, red, and purple frames with the centre picture of
Fluelen in brown. The inscription reads "ElektrizitH.tsausstellung Nimwegen”. The
-cancel-reads "die Schweiz in Nimwegon 2 Jul
. 15 Aug- 1910" This query was-passed,
via Bob Johnson, to Holland and back came the answer, from Rob van Bruggen.
"From July 2 till August 15 1910 an Exhibition on Electricity was held on a square
called Kelfkenbos in the city of Nijmegen. The square borders on a very steep slope
down to the river Waal called Valkhofheuvel. With the exhibition was an amusement
park, called Klein Zwitserland (Little Switzerland) against the slope. Two local
men, Bieling & Smals, built a couple of Swiss chalets, a tea house and farm, also
a little waterfall and a toboggan run.
To give visitors a feeling of reality you could buy not only postcards of the village
bu also some 'fake' stamps from Switzerland, cleverly made from an existing Swiss
stamp with a picture of mountains (see details above). I don't think the makers were
too worried about legal ownership and other rights, to make the reality complete
they had their own cancel! The stamps could not be used for postage."
As can be seen at least two cards were published by Bloembergen Santee & Co but
the copies were not good enough to reproduce here - have you seen any of these items?
SATURDAY the 17th of MAY is the NEXT MEETING of the WESSEX GROUP in SALISBURY at the
Clovelly Hotel (near the station and carpark). Arrive at 10a.m. to meet other members
and fill your wants lists from Werner Gattiker's stock. The speakers will be Don Dixie
with Standing Helvetia & our President, Tony Hoyle, with Peaks and Passes. Do come!
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PIONEER FLIGHTS 1913 by Evert Poel. Reprinted, with permission, from Jungfraupost,
the journal of the 'Studiegroep Zwitserland', Nederland and translated from the
Dutch by R S Johnson. (continued from page 34, May 2000)
FLUGTAG LIESTAL 27 April 1913 - Introduction
The fact that many of the Pioneer Flights in 1913 took place in the north-west of
Switzerland is due to the fact that there are not many high mountains. Certainly at
the start of 1913 the fliers (who were mostly in charge) chose gentle sections with
little difference in height. The capability of the machines was still very limited.
When Oskar Bider had completed, with great success, his first postal flight from
Basel to Liestal on the 9th of March (see page 68, September 1995 Newsletter) he was
impressed by the enormous enthusiasm of the people in Liestal and decided, in consultation with the organizing committee of the Flugspende, to make a subsequent postal
flight as soon as possible from Liestal.
Before his Bern-Burgdorf-Bern flight on the 30th of March he had signified his
participation in the postal flight Liestal-Rheinfelden. The choice of the short section to Rheinfelden (about 15km to the north of Liestal) was "so that the fliers would
be absent for only a few minutes" as it stated in the Basellandschaftliche Zeitung.
What is notable in the quoted sentence is that in 1913 the flying manifestations were
paramount in the interest over the postal flight which was only a subsidiary part of:
the programme Now the Flugtag Liestal is above all known for the splendid philatelic
items which remain. Then the main aspect of the phenomenon was the flying; with the
strange fact of minor importance being that a greeting or message could be sent by air.
Liestal and its postal flight. Today Liestal leads an anonymous existence between
Basel and Olten. It is known in Switzerland as an interesting little town of some
13 000 inhabitants and as the capital of the canton of Basellandschaft.
The 27th of April 1913 was really far from an ordinary day for Liestal. Originally
the Flugtag was announced for the 13th of April but Bider was unable to come due to
trouble with his Bleriot aircraft, and for the 20th the forecast was for inclement
and bad weather. The military exercise terrain, the Gitterli, (now an athletic and
football stadium where F C Liestal plays) was ringed by more than 10 000 people.
The admission charges were 2 or 1 franc, or a standing place on the surrounding slopes
for 50c. Definitely not a small number for this time.
Bider, who on his own made all the flights, took off six times before he finally
carried out the postal flight to Rheinfelden. There he landed near the brewery "zum
Feldschlössli", handed over his mail and three-quarters of an hour later was back on
the Gitterli. The Basellandschaftliche Zeitung reported that he was welcomed with a
'tumultuous ovation' by the somewhat reserved provincial people.
Philatelic specialities. The design of the airmail vignette which gave the right to
post an item of mail was given to the locally-known painter Otto Plattner. The design
of the vignette is a splendid art nouveau composition with Bider's Bleriot, marked
with Swiss crosses flying over an enthusiastic crowd. In the background is the
Sleifenburg which Bider had to surmount on his way to Rheinfelden. At the bottom is
"FLUGTAG in LIESTAL" in capitals. It was decided on account of its beauty to use the
design also for the official card which was issued in aid of the postal flight.
Of the vignette 5000 examples were printed, in two different issues, both the same
size. One is light brown and matt yellow and the other dark brown and bright yellow.
There was no price difference between the two issues; 3800 were sold on the airfield
and the remaining 1200 were sold to a stamp dealer from Bern. No proofs are known.
A portrait of Bider was printed on the address side of the official card but,
philatelically, the most suprising is the absence of a value impression. It is to
be supposed that the artist, who initially designed a postage stamp, had forgotten
this; a value of 50c was intended. This omission gave the organizing committee the
opportunity fix an attractive price because they expected a large remainder. The
vignettes were finally sold for 30c.The issue was made in blocks of six.
There remain now only two of these original 'sheets'. They represent a capital
value on the stamp market. The block makes it possible to plate the vignettes. The
Zumstein catalogue (1992) gives six types with the following varieties to be found:
a) defect on the wheels and suspension, b) defect on the steering mechanism, c) the
different number of spots on the shawl of the lady in the left foreground, d) the
presence or not of the lookout tower on top of the Sleifenburg, e) the full point
after Liestal - touching or joined. For a precise and extensive description of the
different types then refer to the splendid Liestaler Beitrage zur Post- and Aviatikgeschichte der Regio-Basel (1993) issued by the Briefmarkensammler-Verein Baselland,
Postfach 4410 Liestal.
Philatelic scarcities. This fascinating issue shows a small number of specialities
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which can be named as scarcities:
* Foremost is the original small sheet of six vignettes. In 1993 a reprint was made
on the occasion of the Aerophilately Day inLiestal. Luckily the format and colour are
different thereby avoiding copies.
* A (flown) postal item with more than one vignette
* Other cards or letters than the official items. Although they cannot be regarded as
really scarce, they only come to light sporadically.
* The official card with the picture side printed in black. I have never seen one,
either in an exhibition or an auction. The low catalogue estimation is, as so often
completèly, arbitary.
In order not to let the mail flight of 1913 be forgotten it was decided in 1993 to
have a commemorative flight. There is no need to fear that the post of the 27th April
1913 will be forgotten - it is too fascinating.
,

The vignette was issued in blocks of six. The official card was the same design.
HUMBLE APOLOGY FROM PTT
Part of a bulk mailing
handed in at Langnau.
Put through the slogan
machine canceller where
it looks as if it got
stuck. When you read
the complaints in the
philatelic magazines
here about the quality
of British cancels, in
Switzerland the PTT
apologizes for it. A
postal worker added
"This letter was smudged
in the cancelling machine.
Please accept our apologies
thankyou". Would the
Royal Mail do this?
Thanks to Martin Mantell
for this item.

c^
Herrn•.
Filrspréeher JiUrg Kindler
Kgfiggässchen lo

3o11

Bern
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LONDON MEETING 12th March - 'Odds & Ends'. Seven members presented an evening of much
pleasure and information within the boundaries of such a title. It began with Guarded
Train Mail, not an easy subject. Displayed were the original manuscript pages for :
the booklet written by Ii Sheldrake. Not only did we have the author's handwriting bu t
also added notes from Fred Bierie who commanded trains number 5, 10, and 19 between
1919 and 1920.
A contrast came with a showing of album pages showing the wide variety of mounting
and layouts used. This was followed by a further development of the member's Helvetia
with Sword issue showing a further range of rates. Postcard enthusiasts had their fill
with two displays. One focussing on the St. Gotthard Pass; the other began with the
Reichenbach Falls and then on to Canton Zurich. Both provided a wide range of stamps,
destinations and cancellations.
An unusual exhibit covered the 'Gray Family', with correspondence addressed to and
from them, both in this country and overseas. This was followed by a display of some
pictorially challenging vignettes/poster labels with military subjects headed 'Schweiz
Militar'; these were either perforated or imperf, sometimes numbered, and occasionally
overprinted at the base with a tradesman's name and address. QUESTION - does anyone
have anything similar? Letters to the Editor, please. Finally there was a short show
of fiscal stamps used on passport pages for entry visas, and the new International
Reply coupon of 2002. A rattling good evening that we all enjoyed. F P

Northern Group Meeting. The Chairman, Tony Hoyle, offered a warm welcome to the new President

of the Yorkshire Philatelic Association, Mr. S. Dunderdale, and to a number of other visitors who had
come to witness the "Chairman's Display". However, before that presentation commenced, Cedric Dry
who gave his display of "Strubels" in January acquainted us with an E-mail he had received from the
daughter of the late Herbert Brach, expressing her mother's pleasure at the good use being made of her
husband's research. Apparently, an American member of the BPS had shown her the report of that
display. So, the Newsletter is read far and wide.
As an introduction to his display, "Fifty Years With The Helvetia", Tony explained how he had
become fascinated with Switzerland and its stamps following a visit to that country whilst still at
school, eventually getting down to serious collecting following his stint of National Service in the early
1950s. Hence the title of the display which was presented in three sections. First came a brilliant
selection of the Standing Helvetia issues between the years 1882 and 1907. These higher value
stamps, from 20c. to Fr.3.-, as readers probably realise, are a most complex issue with control marks,
watermarks, varying perforations, many different shades of colour and more retouches than it is
possible to count! Yet set before us were complete sets, at least one of the earlier issues being in mint
blocks of four, others in fine used condition, examples of a whole range of retouches (e.g. one block
of fifty 20c. containing 44 retouches!), enlarged diagrams to illustrate the control and water marks,
essays, proofs and much, much more. The second section dealt with the correct usage of the Standing
Helvetias. It was explained that these are quite scarce on cover since the issue coincided with the more
common use of envelopes, many of which, unlike the earlier franked entire letter, would have been
destroyed by the recipient. Nevertheless what was shown belied Tony's statement. There was a wide
selection of covers at inland and foreign rates, some of which were registered; earlier prepaid
envelopes were uprated to the correct value, mixed franking with the Cross & Numeral issue and a
whole variety of official forms on which the necessary payment was made by various values of the
Standing Helvetia. The final section was in complete contrast to the other two, being a thematic
display relating to six of the mountains Tony has visited during his many holidays in the Swiss Alps.
Early postcards with cancellations in a variety of shapes applied at the post-office or hotel collecting
point at the summit of each peak, through to the more modern material to be found today. A most
remarkable display as David Whitworth said in his vote of thanks, adding that at the very first BPS
meeting he attended, the display was given by Tony Hoyle! To round off this celebratory afternoon,
members with some wives and with Mr. & Mrs.Hoyle as guests, retired to a nearby restaurant for an
excellent meal. Following this repast, Tony was presented with two framed photographs of the veteran
paddle steamer "Unterwalden" as our way of saying "Thank you" for all that he has done over half a
century, not only for the Northern Group but for the Society in general. D.C.

THE MARCH ISSUE OF THE NEWSLETTER went to the printer on the 20th of February and
all went well until your copies were consigned to the ROYAL MAIL. For reasons
unknown the sorting office decided to wait for TEN DAYS before putting them through
the cancelling machine! I got my copy on the 13th of March. I had tried hard to
get the notice of the WORCESTER MEETING to you in good time. Has any member advice
on how we can avoid this happening again? This month I am at the end of the copy
in reserve so please come up with something for the May issue FAST. Hon. Editor.
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REGIONAL MEETING, WORCESTER.
The Chairman, The Newsletter Editor and the Secretary joined on 15 11' March with
other members to enjoy a varied and interesting afternoon held alongside WORPEX
2003.
Ray Clegg, a Worcester man born and bred, started the proceedings by displaying
in a most attractive manner a wide variety of covers, wrappers and cards reflecting his
interest in items that had seen genuine postal use. Unusual destinations and recipients
were very much to the fore. How often do we see mail addressed to the last Kaiser and
Prince Carol of Rumania? Both were resident in the U.K at the time mail was being sent
to them from Switzerland! Included too were items of Private Postal Stationery and it was
interesting to see mail emanating from a well known Brewery, and from the forerunner of
the Company which today markets one of Switzerland's best known range of preserves.
Having fed the eyes on this grand and colourful miscellany one realised just how plain
and downright boring are the envelopes used on a daily basis by today's commercial
enterprises!
Martin Mantel! presented two totally different aspects of his collecting interests.
First was a superb study of the early Postage Due issues, both on and off cover, with
explanations as to the wide range of varieties, settings, shades papers etc. occasioned by
the need for constant reprints. Martin pointed out just how punitive were the Swiss Postal
Authorities in exacting the last centime. One fascinating cover originating from France
had though deservedly contributed to the Swiss Post Office's income — it bore French
Colonial issues and they were forgeries!
According to our Speaker he came to collect Zeppelin material almost by chance!
How fortunate we were, since, tracing the history of the Zeppelin from its tenuous birth
through its many triumphs and disasters, we were able to view some magnificent pieces
of flown mail. From the first passenger flight of 1909 we saw a rare card subsequently
mailed in Zurich. The complete and utter confusion as to postal rates was demonstrated
by the varied frankings on display. An imagined storm brewing over London provided the
Zeppelin crew with the excuse to overfly the 1930 Wembley Cup Final!
Our Chairman, in proposing a vote of thanks to our Speakers, summed it up very
fittingly when he suggested that in the displays we had viewed we had seen some
fascinating and interesting material put together by knowledgeable collectors who
obviously were great enthusiasts for their chosen subjects. Thanks were also expressed to
Ray Clegg who, heavily involved in WORPEX 2003, had been instrumental in setting up
our Society's Regional Meeting.
P.U.V.
It is hoped that further Regional meetings will take place in the future. These will
provide opportunities to view and discuss a range of interesting subjects. However to be
truly successful such meetings do need the support of our members who can additionally
share their interest in Swiss philately with like-minded people.
NEW MEMBER The Society welcomes Mr Christopher Smith of Didcot, Oxon.
POSTCARD TO JAPAN page 18 last month. David Ripley writes to say that the only reference he has found to the Fluelen-Altdorf Tramway is on p126 of Ward Lock's guidebook
'Switzerland' (1920s?) where it states that the journey took 9 minutes and cost 40c.
This agrees with the ticket on the card. NOW what does it say in JAPANESE? (See p28)
A member asked what the 'K' stood for in 'K-cancel'. In German they are known as
Werbedatumstempel and also as Kurortstempel. In French as timbres-reclame postaux or
timbres touristiques which all means 'advertising' or 'publicity' cancel in English.
LOOK AGAIN at page 20 last month and see if you can spot the errors. Only one reply
so far to the editorial office unless Royal Mail are 'sitting on' your letters as
they did with the March Newsletter.
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Early Postal Rates from England to Europe
By ROBSON LOWE
The recent inspection of a volume of postal rates published in the late thirties of the last
century gives some valuable information for students of prepaid letters addressed overseas.
The volume bears the imprint "Printed at The Chief Office of Excise, Old Broad Street, by J.
Menzies
This imprint caused an enquiry to be made through Post Office Records to the
Librarian of H.M. Customs & Excise, who produced an extract from the Excise Board
Minutes, dated 10th October 1834, recording the sanction of the Treasury that the Printing
Office of the Excise should undertake work for the Customs, the Post Office and the Ordnance.
A subsequent note, dated 23rd November 1841, gives the name of the printing contractor
as Hartnell, so presumably J. Menzies was his predecessor. This particular volume was
apparently issued to Hampton Court post office. There arc over 3,000 entries, of which
the following are extracts.
SWITZERLAND

Switzerland has 228 Post Towns recorded with the Foreign Postage of a single letter from
Calais.
The list is only to be used when persons desire to pay the whole of the Postage, both
English and Foreign, of a letter to its destination.

Lowest rate is 10d. for Ballaigne in the Canton of Vaud and Porrentry in the Canton of
Berne.
Highest rate is 15d. including the following:—
Canton

Breguell

Grisons

Lugano

Canton

Canton

Tessin

Sarnen Unterwalden

Other Towns recorded include:—

Appenzell
Baden
Bale or Basle
Berne
Brienz
Fribourg

Canton

Rate
Pence

Canton.

14 Geneva
12 Gruyere
11 Lausanne
12 Lucerne
13 Neuchatel
12 Zurich

Appenzell
Argovy
Bale
Berne
Berne
Fribourg

(the whole Canton)
Fribourg
Vaud
Lucerne
Neuchatel
Zurich

Rate
Pence
12
14
12
12
11
12

found ,by Michael Rutherfoord
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SIMPLON TUNNEL OPENING 1906, see p81
November 2002 for Derrick Slate's
query. Here is another pc with the
cachet, posted 10.VII.06, showing
the 'Stazione interna'.

LONG MEMORIES OF A MEMBER for a query
in the DYK of November 1997! A used
example of the 'Bale Outre Mer'
cancel on a pc from Gersau to
Delémont. Any more out there?
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THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO "MEET THE PRESIDENT", the President of your Society.
On the 7th of May, the first Wednesday of the month,Tony Hoyle will be presenting
his display of '50 Years with Helvetia'. If you are able to get to the Union Jack
Club in Sandell Street, London SE1 then don't miss this chance. The meeting is in
the Burns Room and starts at 6.30 p.m. If you have any enquiries then ring Bob
Johnson on 02 085 67 68 22.
If you are unable to get to London then you have a second chance on the 17th of May
when Tony Hoyle will be giving his display of 'Peaks and Passes of the Alps' at the
Wessex Group meeting in the Clovelly Hotel, Mill Road, Salisbury. The Chairman looks
forward to welcoming members at 10.00 a.m. This will be the Society's fourth meeting
at this venue. Don Dixie will be explaining 'Why I collect Standing Helvetias' with
an associated display. You will also have the chance to go through the stock of
Werner Gattiker to fill your 'Wants Lists'. Don Symonds on 01 202 88 36 09 can give
you further information. If possible let him know if you will be there so that
refreshments, and chairs, are all 'in place'.
Derrick Slate

RIGI-SCHEIDEGG BAHN (RSB) 1874 to 1931

The Rigi-Scheidegg Bahn was the second metre-gauge railway to be built in Switzerland.
It was operated by the Vitznau-Rigi Hahn from 1917. On the 14th of July 1874 the
first section was opened from Rigi-Kaltbad to Rigi-Unterstetten and on the 1st of
June 1875 it was extended to Rigi-Scheidegg. The RSB was only open in summer from
June to the end of September. There were stations at Kaltbad 1439m, First 1462m,
Unterstetten 1437m and Scheidegg 1607m. Due to the lack of passengers operations
were closed down in the autumn of 1931 and the tracks were dismantled in 1942/43.

Rigi-Scheideggbahn mlt Berneralpen
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ANOTHER SORT OF PP

'Port Paye' or 'Postage Paid' in all its forms are well known to all philatelists.
Now something new to me - and many others - has cropped up. See the illustration,
either hand-written or printed, at the head of each of the texts. After coming
across a few of them I approached some noted philatelists, but only Max H Wehrli
knew the answer!
'Praemissis Praemitendis' is the Latin expression meaning 'What is to be said is
hereby said'. This refers to the often long-winded formal forms of address used for
nobles, and similarly for those of lesser rank, which then became used for ordinary
letters, but as a double abbreviation - 'PP'.
The earliest example I have was written on 22.IV.1881, see figure 1. (All figures
are shown half size.) A purely business card is shown in figure 2, cancelled with
a 'PP' on 29.XI.12. At that time the minimum number for bulk payment, introduced in
1911, was 200 items at 2c each. This card is a private answer card, but in three
parts, two being returned as an order form.
Figure 3 has been cancelled 'Ambulant' on 21.X.16. I suspect that the missing item
mentioned on the card was delivered on the noted date of 7 Nov 1916. A condolence
card with the usual broad black border of the period is shown in figure 4. The
envelope also has this border.
With the help of Charles LaBlonde I have now found twelve examples of this 'PP',
but I expect some more will turn up, perhaps some photocopies from readers?
I also noticed 'ML' on some hand-written cards. This means 'Meine Lieben' or
'My Dears', or in the singular 'My Dearest'. Another had 'LM', which was explained
as the card was addressed to 'Max . . .'. No doubt there are many more such abbreviations to be found used during the peak of postcard communication before the First
World War. Good hunting.
The latest one I have found was from the Organizing Committee of the National
Stamp Exhibition in Aarau in 1938 - an order form for their miniature sheet.
Figure 1
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SPOT THE ERRORS, but only one of you had a go at it 'sorting out the machine cancels'
shown on page 20 of the March issue of the Newsletter. Perhaps the item can be something to be repeated in the Newsletter in another 30 years time?
A: At that time, 19351 all dater dies were on the left of the slogan No. 4.5.25.
St.Moritz did not have a cancelling machine then and, as the event was of international importance, a slogan was used in Zurich and in Geneve. It was not usual for
an event to be given publicity in another place. See "F" below.
B: The text of the slogan has been changed, 'Ferienzeit' (Holiday time) has been
stuck over 'Television'. 'immer aktuell' means 'always up-to-date'. The original
slogan is No. 1.53, and 'Ferienzeit' is taken from No. 1.45.
C: The dater die indicates a small 'Klffssendorf' machine on to which a 'circulating'
slogan could not be fitted This slogan No. 2.2.28 was very extensively used
from 1942 till a couple of years ago (when the SP charged a high fee for using such
publicity slogans). It was used in German, French and Italian for promoting Swiss
thermal baths.
D: The 'M' in the dater die indicates that this is a red business franking machine,
which never used the 'dumb' reserve slogan No. 0.2.22. 'M' indicates Meter.
E: Schaffhausen never used the Rheinfall publicity slogan No. 3.84 of 1967, as
'Europe's Largest Waterfall' lies in the adjacent town of Neuhausen am Rheinfall (also
in Canton Schaffhausen). See the note to 'A' above.
F: In 1971 this slogan, No. 1.55 was extensively used in all three languages from
1960 till 1981, but with the dater die on the right. This changeover was first tried
out on the machine used at the National Exhibition in Zfirich in 1939. The 35 machines
then in use were modified from 1940 to 1943.
The above information is taken from the pair of SVPS handbooks on the 'Machine Cancellations of Switzerland, Liechtenstein and UNO Geneve of 1983, with some supplements (a complete reissue is planned). In this listing 'li' means 'links' and shows
the dater die is to the left of the slogan, and 're' means 'rechts' and shows that
the dater die is to the right of the slogan.
FRONTIER ZONE query from M Mantell, p28 of the April Newsletter

M Rutherfoord

My first check was in the Zumstein Specialized of 2000, p 8, which was not really
clear enough. In 'Zack' vol.2, letters to Italy and France are not even mentioned
on page 157. Then I looked up the official rates table for 1.10.1907. This confirmed
the Zumstein listing from 1907 till 1.7.1971, in that Italy was not listed
during that period. It is last mentioned in 1862, but that must be checked. Listed
are only Germany, France and Austria.
This means that at the time of the letter shown, 1966, this reduced rate could not
have applied. This Frontier Zone/Grenzkreis is designated on such letters with a
mark `RL' (Rayon Limitrophe) from about 1850 till 1.7.1971 when the CEPT rules
came into force. For most of this time, across most borders the distance between
places with the right to the reduction was 30km in a straight line, irrespective of
where the border ran. This meant that within this band, about 60km wide with the
frontier in the middle, lay these privileged places. In each PO there would be a
list displayed, or available, of every place across the border to which the reduced
rate would apply. The 10km limit of the local rate did not apply.
Literature:In 1982 Laurence Moore wrote a three-part article in the Newsletter, July,
August & September, pages 53, 54, 60 & 69. Italy dealt with.
In 'Postgeschichte' Louis Vuille, in 1984/85, ran a series of articles in French
on, mainly, letters across the border with France. Nos 19, 20, 21, 22, 23/24.
How 60c was arrived at I have no idea, probably just an error. At that time I
seem to remember the PO had tables for the different foreign rates in relation to
the Swiss franc, so perhaps the value of the Lira times the Italian postage rate
gave this result.
SIMPLON TUNNEL OPENING 1906 - The postcard shown at the bottom of p32 last month.
The Editor neglected to include the message on the picture side, relevant to the
'stamp' shown: "The stamp on the other side is a reproduction of that specially
printed in commemoration of the opening of the Simplon Tunnel. With love from
E.M.D 10.7.06"
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"PRAEMISSIS PRAEMITENDIS"
That in the March 2003 issue of 'Tell' is mentioned the death of Gene
Kelly. He survived the Pearl Harbor attack in 1941 as a sailor in the
US Navy. After the war he started designing and making machines for the
large-scale production of ice cream.
He moved to Switzerland in about 1980. He had been a collector of
fiscal stamps in the US, and now started to collect Swiss fiscals in
a big way. He had the courage to battle his way, with a minimal knowledge of German, into the archives of the cantonal authorities, and also
the large and small communes, to discover things they did not know that
they possessed.
He convinced me how important it was to get to "the Law", as he put
it, i.e., the original documentation. He will be missed at stamp
exhibitions, with his Texan hat and original outlook. M. Rutherfoord
A FUN PAGE FROM THE COLLECTION OF Edward Quinton
Edward found this K-cancel in one of the Society packets and as it is the nearest
spelling to his name, has made it a fun page in his-collections. The following
information is from Baedeker 1895 edition: The Walensee is hardly inferior to the
Lake of Lucerne in mountainous grandeur. The N. bank consists of almost perpendicular
precipices, 2000' to 3000' high, above which rise the barren peaks of the seven
Churfirsten.The hamlet of QUINTEN alone has found a site on the N. bank On the S. bank
also the rocks are very precipitous at places. The names of the hamlets, Primsch,
Gunz, Terzen, Quarten, Quinten, and that of the lake itself, indicate that the inhabitants are of Rhaetian or Latin, and not German origin.
Edward asks if anyone can help with a postcard or two?
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POSTAGE DUE ON A COVER FROM BONN TO BIRSFELDEN - a query from Martin Mantell
Two 20c publicity stamps on the front cancelled with a T in circle and two more 20c
on the back cancelled with the Birsfelden cds of the 16th of March 1969. In trying
to calculate the 'due' I took the German mark of 40/50 as the starting point. Is the
lower figure the 'correct' rate from Germany and the 40 something to do_with the
'Gold Franc'? Using 'Zack' seems to make the 40c due correct, so why the two pairs?
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The Northern Group's season of meetings was brought to a close with the Annual General Meeting at
the beginning of April, followed by the Competition. Looking back on the season the retiring
Chairman, Tony Hoyle, thanked all who by their attendance and individual contributions had made the
meetings and displays as interesting and successful as in any previous year. For those who read these
reports month by month you will realise that Leeds has been the launching pad for two who gave their
first display as well as having a chairman who gave two notable displays - at his request! For the
forthcoming season Tony will be succeeded as Chairman by Cedric Dry whilst the preparation of the
new programme is already well in hand. The Group's first meeting of the 2003 - 2004 season will be
on Saturday. 6th September, with members contributing "Recent Acquisitions".
When one considers the modest number of members who attend the meetings, the entries for the
Competition were most satisfactory. There were the usual categories, i.e. philatelic, postal history,
postal stationery, aerophilatelic and thematic, with judging simply by popular vote, the winning entry
from each category being grouped and judged a second time for first and second place. For the first
time anyone could remember, this resulted in a tie! A "play-off" followed resulting in Cedric Dry
being awarded the Highsted Cup for a philatelic entry "The Rayons of 1852", with the Moore Bowl
going to David Whitworth with his postal history entry "Mail to France; Sitting Helvetias, 1862-82". It
really is amazing what a wide range of topics can be displayed on sixteen sheets and how much one
can learn by simply observing how fellow members go about mounting and writing up such material.
We wish all members an enjoyable and prosperous summer and look forward to welcoming any who
come along on the 6th September - even if you are too modest to bring along what we are sure would
be of interest to others. D.C.
LONDON MEETING Wednesday 16th April 2003 Annual Competitions. Two entries were
received for the Helvetia Cup.A well-balanced display of the 1854-62 Sitting Helvetia
'Strubel' stamps with some items on piece and on cover, including a straight-line
'Celerina' over a 5rp pale brown and a lOrp blue, a COD card postmarked 'Weinfelden'
on a 15rp red, and an envelope from Basel to France franked with a 5rp & pair of 15rp
An attractive and beautifully written-up thematic stamp. display 'Art in Switzerland
from Roman to Modern with a section on artist and designer of stamps, Karl Bickel.
Three Postal History entries were submitted: Razor-blade Postmarks, the various
types well presented with at least one example from each of the 11 towns that used
them, including both Geneva POs, with frankings between 1900 and 1934.
WW II Internment Camps, with covers from the various types of camps, with several
rarely-seen franks, the whole nicely presented and explained.
Swiss Postal Stationery Used For Air Routes, an unusual and most attractive display
showing the use of ps cards, including some aviation and National Festival, for
special flights between 1924 and 1927.
Judging was by the eight members present; the high quality of the displays made
this difficult. The Helvetia Silver Cup was won by John Mitchell for his Strubels,
and the runner-up stock book went to Geoffrey Allen for Art in Switzerland. The Moore
Trophy was presented to John Cordingley for his aviation-related Swiss postal station
ery, and the runner-up stock book to Derrick Slate for WW II Internment Camps.
It was a pity that there had to be a loser, but everyone agreed that all displays
had been very interesting. The evening concluded with a discussion on the following
season's programme, for which a list of subjects was agreed. CPM

A PLEA FROM THE HONORARY SECRETARY
As mid April approaches there are still a number of replies outstanding to the letter and questionnaire
circulated to interested members with the March edition of the Newsletter. It would be good if progress
could be made before we get into the summer months, so would those who have put the Questionnaire to
one side, now please take a few minutes to complete and return it. Many thanks. Peter Vonwiller.

NEW MEMBERS - The Society is pleased to welcome Mr Philip Bidwell of Shillingfor
in Devon and Mr John Morgan of Wokingham, Berkshire.
The Editor's PLEA for contributions on page 29 last month has been missed by you all
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- that at first I thought it was just a rumour, but now it appears that the UBS bank,
main sponsor of the yacht Alinghi, took a large number of the stamps printed, probably
creating the shortage (see DYK April). I have heard, some years ago, that 'UBS' stands
for 'You'll be sorry'.
- that the unwary think that there are two versions of the Alinghi stamp, that shown
on page 31 in last month's DYK, and that shown in figure 1. The first was used by the
SP for publicity and shown in their own Phila News, the SBZ, Linn's USA, and the German Siegerpost, to mention a few. The colours a perfect match, but look at the perforations, here and last month. Which do you have?
- that two 'America's Cup' stamps were printed, both in sheetlets of ten. The 90c
shows the Swiss yacht Alinghi, and on the 70c the New Zealand yacht with its main mast
broken. Just before distribution, Ulrich Gygi, CEO of the SP, realized that the 70c
stamp could be misunderstood; could it mean that B-post letters never got to the finishing line in time! It was further reported in the main Bern daily paper Der Bund of
the 1.4.03 that some sheets of the 70c escaped incineration. Look out for figure 2.
- that Charles LaBlonde has pointed out to me that the Hotel National mentioned on
page 17 of the March Newsletter became home to the League of Nations from about 1922
tin. 1946 He--has covers with-cancels dated 31;VII.84-and 18 -79 --Theses dates are useful
when pursuing the last date of use, one date alone is not quite proof enough.
- that on the 2nd of June Liechtenstein will issue their second set of ATMs (Framas)
showing 12 village POs. Comparing the new list of stamps with those of the 'Arms' issue
of the 11 communes as issued on 4.12.95 (see the Newsletter of 1996, pp. 18 & 19) one
realizes why Planken is now missing (no PO) and why Nendeln and Schaanwald are included (two paired villages). The printer is Cartaroll AG in Bauma CH, using the same
'Flexo' as used for the second Swiss issue of four stamps on 20.9.01. Stamp size is
40 x 31.5 mm. The special FD cancel with only 28 mm diameter is shown in figure 3,
and as applied in figure 4, showing how the stamp value is left clear. The 12 FDCs
will be cancelled with the appropriate K-cancel, except for Vaduz and Schaan as they
have pictorial slogans for their cancelling machines; normal hand cancels will be used.
- that I have seen a couple of colourful new style 'Retour' labels, I expect there will
be a complete family of them in time. Self-adhesive white paper, 34 x 22 mm. Text in
black with a coloured background, see figure 5.
- that the Consilium Philateliae Helvetica has presented Axel Berms with the Gold
Medal of Honour for 2002, for his research on the vertical and horizontal watermarks
of the stamp issues of 1908 to 1911.
- that it has always been the wish of postmen to have all their letters automatically
presented in the order of the houses or flats they have to serve on their rounds. This
has been achieved in the US using AEG-Electrocom machines from Konstanz, and called
'sequencing'. The name has been taken up by the SP and, with the same basic code/
sorting machines, successful trials have been carried out in Bern last year. All MLOs
have this type of machine, 14 of them. Can they sequence? I don't know.
.

Figure
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WW II POW RETURNED LETTER, with a difference

M Rutherfoord

Roland Kohl showed me this letter sent from Finsbury Park , London, on the 11th of
April 1945, which he had recently bought at a UK auction, remarking that he had not
seen the boxed cachet, in violet at the rear, before; the text reads:

THIS LETTER HAS BEEN RETURNED BY
THE SWISS POST OFFICE WHO WERE
UNABLE TO FORWARD IT TO GERMANY
BECAUSE OF THE INTERRUPTION OF
COMMUNICATIONS.
After a short search through some recent Newsletters I found a cover sent in by Stuart
MacKenzie, p37 of the May 2000 issue, and the two covers from Ed Walton and Ernest
Bergman, shown on pages 49 and 50 of the July 2000 issue.
The above text, with 'Swiss' only, lines up with that shown on p50/2000, and this
cover is about 2 weeks later. It must have been applied in the UK. The UK censor
mark is in red. However, the most remarkable feature is that it is addressed to a
civilian couple, Ronald and Eileen Harris, interned in a camp for civilians at
Biberach/Riss (situated about halfway between Friedrichshafen and Ulm). Were they
being held as the Germans thought that they were related to Sir Arthur Harris, C in C
of Bomber Command? The war ended about 4 weeks later on the 8th May 1945.
The address side has a rough crayon cross in blue, similar to the other three covers
also in blue? When was this applied? Did it indicate "Return to Sender"? The blue mark
at the rear, with the same crayon, circles the sender's address, in all cases
confirming that this is likely.
All four letters were on their way through Switzerland to Germany, via the International Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva. It is unlikely that clearly addressed
POW letters went to Geneva, as it would be more logical for the complete bags to be
sent on to Germany without them being opened, ie, no censorship in Switzerland. When
understandably the German postal service collapsed, so they, with probably thousands
more, were returned the same way to the UK in their unopened bags.
Who has seen any other civil internee's mail? Is the 19th March 1945 (p49/2000
the earliest known date for such returned letters?
-

-

,

)

IAN 301A213S
Ii1H H11M O3SOINO9 38 ION

now 11 -Nixon A1NY313 38

1 tlYM .4 0 N 13NOSINd384. SIKH NYNN39 NI H3NOSI8d V 110d

,
PR^S0
P.W. 7904

British Prisoner

of War

3
:Y.i: £1 UL
?M O''M 3;IJjO 163 d.'
^ ''^'^D13tl 14378 Sett

■

7a

EE NOTE ON FLAP)

CAMP NAME & No •
SUBSIDIARY

` Ai rr.ffilurP 1 I N 0.S.L.A..gER

elow33,

IF ANT-t-a. WORKING C

STOP PRESS - Did You Know - M Rutherfoord
- that on the 12th of December 1944 General Eisenhower, SHAEF, informed the military
units concerned that from the 15th of December 1944 surface mail between the US, UK
and Switzerland would be resumed in both directions, for letters and cards only. A
previous GPO note indicates that from the 13th of December the Southampton-Cherbourg
steamship route would be closed, and all mail for France and Switzerland would be
sent via Newhaven-Dieppe to Lyon and Geneva. This to apply to letters and cards going
to the UK as well. It mentioned that Express and Registered mail included, for letters
up to 2kg (41b 6oz), but no parcels. Thanks to the GPO Archives in London. Who has
any letters to illustrate this situation?
- that if the Germans had attacked in the Ardennes a bit earlier, Eisenhower would
not have had time to sign this message.
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No. 6 June 2003
WHY IS IT THAT THINGS "GO IN THREES"? - especially London buses!
On page 28 in the April issue of the Newsletter we had a 'problem' from Charles LaBlonde
about a cover in WWII. Now there are two more. Les Stiles sent this photocopy of a
cover he acquired some time ago. His notes on it at the time were: Cover from Basel
to UK dated 30.3EI.42, returned to sender as airmail service had been suspended on the
14th of November 1942 and mail for countries at war with Germany would be returned.
The cover was then held by the writer until 20/21 January 1943 when the handstamp
advising suspension of airmail service was crossed out and the letter posted again, by
which time the Germans had decided that all mail to unfriendly countries would suffer
German censorship. Postage: Foreign letter rate 20g - 30c, airmail surcharge - 20c.
UK Censor label: P.C. 90 (Torrance lc). German Censor label: repeat design (Torrance 11)
This letter, then, would have been taken to Zurich and flown on the daily service of
Swissair from Zurich to Stuttgart, and either carried by train or plane on to Berlin
where it was censored and tested for secret writing, and then flown to Barcelona (three
flights a week by Lufthansa), on to Lisbon via Madrid the following day and transferred
to BOAC flight to UK, which operated four times a week. Les added that the sender's
address was "Estlinbaum & Krghenbuhl, 54 Peter Marianstr., Telephon 23015, BASEL.
Les has been unable to 'decipher the "Via ..."!

Now turn over the page for the third item which turned up a few days later!
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A NEWSPAPER WRAPPER WITH A STORY - the third item!

June 2003

from Michael Rutherfoord

This very common 5c wrapper with a white
Edelweiss embossed on a green background
No. 51 in the 2002 edition of the Ganzsachen Catalogue. It was first issued in
1938 and remained in print until 1948
(and is still valid). BUT this one was
posted at the St.Gallen sub-office of
Linsebifhl, containing a newspaper(?)
weighing between 51 and 100g, thus
requiring an additional 5c, and cancelled
on 12.XI.42-12.
BUT the Germans had occupied southern
(Vichy) France the day before, Wednesday
the 11th of November, following the
successful landings in Algeria and
Morocco by the Allies on the 8th of
November, thus cutting the postal route
from Switzerland to Lisbon and beyond.
Somewhere the wrapper was held back and
then marked "Zuruck-Retour" in black
below the address, noting "Postal
service suspended". Where in Switzerland did this take place and when?
There are no markings on the rear.
Charles LaBlonde confirmed that
there are not many known items with
the date of 12th November, so close
to the occupation date of 11th Nov.
This service was reinstated on about
the 22nd of January 1943, but many
questions remain unanswered on this
period of WWII.
The wrapper certainly got back to
the HPO In St.Gallen, then was marked
in black at the top "Aufgeber unbekannt"(Sender unknown), BUT to someone the name
Klaus seemed familiar. He pencilled out the upper remark and added: "Abs(ender)
J.Klaus a(lt) Postdirektor", ie, the sender was the pensioned Postal District Director J. Klaus, who had sent a local newspaper to his son (?) H. Klaus, working for the
Credit Suisse Bank in New York, at least he tried.
BUT why was this returned, useless, wrapper not just thrown away? Because J. Klaus
was a philatelist, well-known during the 1930s, and a true philatelist never throws
anything away, especially if it is a little out of the ordinary.
Who said that wrappers are not exciting? Did that newspaper contain an article on
the recent landings in North Africa?
,

(The Editor lives on a bus route, hourly 'service' if it runs, where the fare is
half the price per mile of Concorde across the Atlantic. Is Concorde expensive?)
NOW CHECK YOUR STAMP BOOKLETS - Ian Gilchrist sends this copy he received from one
of his customers: "A long story of the discovery of a modern rarity by my wife. This
pane was never printed 'tote-béche'. Still in its original booklet though she had used
the others for postage she thought this was strange. It was put in a drawer 20 years
ago until I showed it to a dealer recently who said it was possible that not more
than 20 such booklets
were released by the
PTT. Zumstein has no
record of similar ones
Now expertized and it
sold in auction for
8500 Swiss francs:"
Look again at your
copies of the stamp
booklet panes.
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The nice example from Martin Mantell on page 27 of the April Newsletter deserves an
updating comment. Note - that 'his' letter is dated a longtime ago - 7.3.77. I won't
say that a similar accident, and apology, could not occur today, but the present
volume of mail handled mechanically (code/sorting) is far higher now and mistakes
are therefore more likely. However, two new factors are evident in the new SP from
1998 onwards. New staff are not instructed how to cancel a letter correctly (see
figure 1), and it is left to the local postmaster to decide if the 'strange' requests
from collectors are to be followed at all. Then there are not enough mechanics available to set up the cancelling machines efficiently (see figures 2 & 3), so local staff
are not interested in, say, correct inking.
Complaints are met with the remark "If you want nice cancels go to the Philatelic
Bureau, we handle real mail here". As in GB actually.
From the excellent Guignard/Vuille Catalogue of Swiss Labels I can present the eight
small labels used on damaged mail, since their first introduction in 1953. There are
also some rubber cancels used.
Another new aspect to this is that the senders of junk mail, to make their covers
more interesting and 'genuine', use damaged impressions on purposes(Figures 4, 5 & 6.)

Figure

3

Figure 2

•

Figure

Figure

Durch die Stempelmaschine beschidigt; wir
bitten urn Entschuldigung.

71171
PTT

Endommagé par la machine é tit
brer; nous nous en excusor
Danneggiato dalla macchina boll
trice; pregasi scusare.

P 1005. —1V. 53.5000x5.
Format D 9 (34 x 48).

PTT

Diese Sendung wurde le
der durch die Stempel
maschine beschidi'gt; w '
bitten Sie, das Missge
schick zu entschuidigen .

Cet envoi a été maiheureusement er
dommagé par la machine a timbres
nous nous en excusons.
Questo invio é stato danneggiato daU
macchina bollatrice. Vogliate scusarc
PIT 23635 Pl. 1025000.5 43.341 Or 010
N

PTT
Burch die Stempel maschine beschädigt;
PIT bitten um Entschuldig
Endommagé par la machine é timl
Sous BUS en exousonS.
Danneggiato della macchina bollat
pregasi scusare.

t

III} III I

I(

P 1005.—XII. 55. 20.000x5
Fermat D 9 (48434)

Diese Sendung wurdi
der durch die Sten
maschine besch&di9t
bitten Sie, des Mte
Schick zu entschuldi

Dlese Seedling words hider
durcb die Stempelmaschine be.
middle!: wir bitten Ste, das
Missgeschick is entschuidigen.

Cat envoi a did malbeureusement eodommagd par Ia machine i timbrer; noes r^^•
an excesns.
(Mato invio venne sgrazialaments dant
glalo delta macchina bollatrics. Yogi
scnaaret.
P 1005 (lieu 236.35) (ex 34) I.59 20.001
NMOOMPAMMElr

PTT
Li

Diese Sendung wurde
der durch eine mecht
sche Anlage der PTT
schädigt; wir bitten Sie,
Missgeschick zu entscl
digen.

Cet envoi a été malheureusement
dommage par une installation mi
nique des PTT. Veuiilez nous en e :
ser.
Questo invio é stato danneggiatc
un impianto meccanico. Vogliate
sarci.

Cet envoi a été endommagé pt
machine A timbrer. Nous le re .
PTT 236.35 (108 800) 4.95 8 000
tons et vous prions de nous
excuser.
Questo invio i) stato danneggiato
della macchina bollatrice. Vogliate
ecuearri
PTT 238.36 X.85 20000 PB Qu 80

i
PTT

Diese Sendung wurde leider durch die Stempelmaschine beschädigt; wir
bitten Sic. das Missgeschick zu entschuidigen.

Cet envoi a été malheureusement

endommagé par la machine a
timbrer; nous nous en excusons.
Questo invio venne sgraziatamento danneggiato della macchina
bollatrice. Vogliate scusarci.
PTT 236.35 1 66 25 000 x 5 (46x 34) Qu 010

PTT

Diese Sendung wurde lei.
der durch eine mechanische Anlage der Post beschädigt; wir bitten Sie, das
Missgeschick zu entschuidigen.

Cet envoi a été malheureusement endommagé par une installation mecanique de Ia Poste. Veuiilez nous en excuser.
Questo invio A stato danneggiato da

un impianto meccanico. Vogliate scucarct.
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Another Airmail Query
This auction item although
obviously a `philatelic' piece,
looked interesting enough - an
airmail letter with a 1924
Shooting Festival cancellation.
The PEN cancellation catalogue
indicates that the festival was in
Aargau where I assume the
stamp was handed over to
obtain the special obliteration.
So how come that the item then
was carried on the regular
Zurich - Basel flight and
received cds to substantiate this
Mit Flugpost
Par poste aérienne
- the Basel cds is on the back of
Con poste aerea
the envelope.
The correct postal rate would
seem to be 45c - 20c letter rate
and 25c airmail surcharge. One
has to ask the question why a 45c airmail stamp wasn't used.
It seems that a great many of the airmail flights in the 1920s provide
difficulties in determining postal routings. Members thoughts please
NOW SOME QUERIES ON THE ARCHITECTURAL MONUMENTS & POSTAL HISTORY MOTIFS DEFINITIVES
series issued between 1960 and 1968. Bob Kerr collects these issues on cover, postally
used, with VF cds cancels but the values of the stamps issued and their postal use he
finds confusing. He has a postal rate chart from a German catalogue (Michel?) but it
does not include the rates for postcards sent abroad or the highest rates (parcels?).
He would like to know what the 2.80 & 3.50 stamps were intended for and the 35c &
75c from the first series. He has a postcard to England with only a 10c Messenger
(Z 356) instead of the normal 30c; was this a rate for 'five words of greeting'?
He has three covers to England with 20c on apparently unsealed envelopes; the normal
rate was 50c up to 20g. Is this a 'printed paper rate'?
Do the airmail charges for non-European mail depend on the specific route taken?
Now nothing to do with rates but why have certain postcodes in Switzerland been
changed or even dropped altogether?
This cover from 1962 may have
the answer to the 35c mystery
The French and Italians seem
to think that Switzerland is
'local rate' for them. Over
the years the number of covers
underpaid has resulted in the
PTT using up its stocks of
apparently 'unnecessary'35c
stamps' as dues. In this case
Z 361 was used before Z 304:
.

The postage due subject may
as well continue here and on
the next page as there have
been very few 'contributions'
after the Editor's pleas in
the last two Newsletters.
Go now to the top of the
next page.

SACDLTB DS DROSS
PT DES SCIENCES ECONOMIQIooS

INSTITUT
DES ETUDES ECONOIUQUES
s,. QMAI CLADDP.RPRNARD . LSON•

,1PRROTECTiON CIVI E
UNE NECESSITE
UN DEVOIR
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HAND STRUCK CANCELLATIONS ON CURRENT STAMPS IN PLACE OF POSTAGE DUES D R Brinkley
In the Stamp Catalogue of Switzerland, published by the
Amateur Collector Ltd and edited by H L Katcher, there is
a note that 'T' cancellations can be found on the 1936+
landscape definitives, even though they were invalidated
some 6 months after the 'T dues' system was introduced.
It further notes that, although extremely rare, most values
have been found with the small 'T' in circle, but the large
outline 'T' is known only on the 5c (grilled & ordinary) and
20c (ordinary only). May I now add to this the 10c purple,
Z203y, and just to cheer everyone up I found it in a dealer'
4p packet, which seems to confirm its authenticity, since
that's not much of a profit margin for a fake:
(If you do not know the AMCO catalogue then it is worth getting a copy just to have
information in English on the stamps we collect. As for the 'T dues' it would be
interesting to have an idea of the value of these stamps cancelled on cover. There
have been a number of queries about the rates used and why as the cover on the previous
page, and that shown in the next item below, illustrate. Ed.)
BERN LOCAL POST LETTER M Mantell
The local post rate should be 10c
so the 'T' marking and 20c as a
due is correct for an unfranked
letter. The unusual aspect is the
'Strafporto' cancel, I have not
seen such a cancel before and,
strangely, this one is in green.
I suspect it is not a regular
postal marking but do not know
what else it would be used for.
Can any member enlighten me?
(The Editor would like to know
who the sender was, and why the
'Bank' address is 'Bern-Transit',
and did they charge the 20c to
the sender's account?)

Bern -Transit
(F. M. 4030)

"T" CANCELLERS HELD BY UN POST OFFICES IN GENEVA query from Bob Medland, p89 Dec '02
This has produced a partial reply from Stuart MacKenzie who has looked through his
notes and sent the following: The strike can be applied only to. Official Mail after
buoh letters have been considered of sufficient--importance by the Postal Acceptance-Department. Only under these circumstances can the strike be applied to International
Office stamps and, after communication with the Authorities, it was found to be a
rare occurance. Underfranked mail, which is addressed to private individuals at the
International Offices receive the 'T' cancellation over Federal stamps. This Canadian
cover (and that shown in the 1998, September issue of the Newsletter) were deemed to
be Private Letters. Some of the POs were supplied with the 'T' in circle and I have
seen it on WHO/OMS & UN stamps as 'cut-outs'. Bob's recent cover cancelled by the ITU
with a PP mark was because of a mislaid, lost or damaged canceller.
(The WHO sold covers received by the Personnel Department in bundles for 5Sfr (1972)
the proceeds for charity. Four or five covers in a batch were 'T' dues as the French
in the 'zone' put local rate French stamps on their letters: The Palais Wilson has
been used by many League of Nations and UN Offices and had a large "T" canceller. Ed.)
In 1979 a series of articles on 'T' dues was published in the Newsletter (available
from the Hon. Librarian) and on page 45 in June the following information was given:
"1st January 1953 - Use of postage stamps with date cancellation instead of postage
due stamps. 1st July 1955 - First official use of 'T' cancellations at post offices
already in possession of same. (Unofficial uses before that date.) 1st April 1956
- Use of 'T' cancellations at all Swiss post offices. 31st December 1956 - Withdrawal of all Postage Due stamps." (The 1936+ issues above were invalidated 31.12.56)
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London Group Meeting Wednesday 7 May 2003
Announcements were made of the deaths of the wife of Northern Group Secretary, Dennis
Cairns and of Life member Cecil Redmill at the age of 102.
President's Display: , 50 Years with Helvetia
It was a school visit to Switzerland, which aroused the President's love of mountains and
generated an interest in Swiss philately. He maintained his collection during his National
Service and, after demobilisation; he joined the local Halifax stamp society. In 1953, he was
contacted by E M Hamilton of the Lancashire/Yorkshire Group of the Helvetia Philatelic
Society and invited to join. This was the start of a total commitment to the Society. The
President received a lot of help and encouragement as a beginner in those early days
particularly from Lawrence Moore to whom he paid a fulsome tribute. Later, he became
Secretary to the Northern Group and stayed in that position for 30 years and subsequently
spent a shorter period as National Secretary before he became President.
The first Society meeting the President attended was a Chairman's Display featuring Standing
Helvetias. This prompted him to start a specialist collection of these issues and he was
accordingly showing them as the first part of his President's Display. Highlights were a mint
block of 25 of the first issue of the 20c orange, a mint set of the first controlmark issue with
some blocks of four, a selection of Swiss produced "Libertas" essays including a couple in two
colours and a wide assortment of off-sets, plate flaws, plate wear and retouches. Dramatic
"Flaming Spears" on both colours of the 25c and a mint 30c with the "Helvette" variety plus an
example used on cover were shown. A short study of the 20c was then produced with
several mint blocks showing various varieties and retouches plus a splendid block of nine of
the 1907 printing by Benziger & Co, a very scarce item. Examples of the usage of Standing
Helvetia issues on cover and on piece followed with some interesting mixed frankings
including some with the 1908 issues during the brief period of overlap. A very unusual
franking was a large piece including blocks of the 1Fr and 3Fr values to cover a total postage
of 174Fr50c. This part of the display was concluded with examples of frankings of Swiss post
offices abroad.
To reflect his range of interests, the President made the second section of his display
thematic, giving a philatelic tour of four mountain areas: the Maloja, the Niesen, the
Matterhorn and the Eggishorn. Examples of the scarce Malojaberg strike, only used between
1879 and 1882 were shown on postal stationery cards. Some Pro Juventute and pictorial
postal stationery cards promoting the Niesen and its railway were shown. For the Matterhorn,
there was a selection of post cards and photographs illustrating aspects of the first successful
ascent by Edward Whymper and the subsequent tragedy to his team. Mint and used blocks of
four of the 1913 Pro Juventute stamp, two examples of an essay for photogravure printing
produced by Rolli for the 1934 design competition, some second World War soldier stamps,
the 1965 pictorials on cover and on maximum cards and the 1988 Pro Aero issue, all
depicting the mountain, were also shown. There were pictorial cards and some postmarks for
the Eggishom.
The Chairman, in giving a vote of thanks, could not find the right words to do full justice to the
splendid material that had been shown. He felt that "magnificent" was an under-statement. In
conclusion, the President expressed his pleasure at having been able to give this display to
London members. For all present, this had been a memorable and most enjoyable evening.
CPM

The Salisbury Meeting of the Wessex Group on the 17th of May.
Members have indicated in the recent Society Questionnaire that they would like
regional meetings, Saturday 17th May at Salisbury was one such opportunity. Our
President Tony Hoyle having made the long journey from Halifax was welcomed by those
who did attend, its only a pity that more than the 21 didn't join with us. A full
report will appear in a future Newsletter but make.a note that the Wessex Group will
be meeting three times each year in response to members' request. So why not join us
at our next meeting on the 18th of October at the Clovelly Hotel in Salisbury from
Don Symonds
13.30 to 16.30 hours.
NEW MEMBERS - The Society is pleased to welcome Mr Robert Kerr of Loughborough,
Leicestershire and Mr Richard Line of Hove in Sussex.
EXHIBITION NEWS - Our member Charles LaBlonde was successful in San Francisco in
gaining a Gold for his display of WWII covers and special mentions for other items.
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- that the Alinghi stamp production and promotion was handled masterfully by the
Philatelic Bureau in Bern, except for informing their subscribers, some 78 000 inland
and 37 000 foreign, especially when the next issue of 'Focus' 2/2003 arrived a week
or so later with no mention of Alinghi. Unfortunately it had been dispatched just too
soon. This has created a curious situation, subscribers will get their Alinghi stamps
and covers in September with the autumn issue, but the Alinghi stamps can be sent in
to receive the FD cancel of 7.3.2003, if sent before the 9th of October, 6 months
after the event!
- that the 3rd of May was the 'Day of Aerophilately', and the special cancel used in
Altenrhein, figure 1, shows the latest airship from Friedrichshafen, 'Zeppelin NT'
(the NT stands for New Technology).The airship made its first trip to Switzerland
for the St.Gallen NABA in 2000.
- that the Special Post Office at this meeting, where the cancel was used officially,
had hardly any valid stamps to sell, ie, mainly 'not-yet-valid' stamps. This reduced
the amount of mail which could be handed in for cancellation, which was lucky as only
one of the three machines for 'hand-cancelling' was in working order.
- that on the 2nd of May the slogan shown in figure 2 was used in Bellinzona and then
in Lugano 3, for very short periods, publicizing another event of a similar nature.
Then, curiously, the initials of the six cantons which are celebrating 200 years of
joining the Swiss Confederation were added. So far this is the only philatelic commemoration of the 'Act of Mediation' of the 19th of February 1803. See DYE March last item..
- that on the 2nd of June the modified pictorial cancel K 1033a will be issued, see
figure 3, only the order of the names of the 2 villages has been changed over from
the first cancel issued on 2.6.86. This shows the 'Grauholz' monument erected at the
scene of the last battle to keep the French from taking Bern, unsuccessfully, on the
2nd of March 1798. This was the start of the French occupation, and the eventual
re-organization of the old feudal Switzerland.
- that the four new Pro Patria stamps are the best ever, and a lovely addition to my
small collection of Swiss bridges. The 90c showing St.Ursanne and the bridge built in
1729 on which is a statue of St.Nepomuk, the Patron Saint of Bridges, shown in the
FD cancel, figure 4. Who remembers which Swiss stamp shows this statue more clearly?
- that on a junk mail letter from Austria, sender '1020 Wien', the postage was paid
by the impression shown in figure 5. I cannot quite understand it, so what will the
postal historians make of it in 50 years time?
- that at the end of March 2002 'Value Declared' was abolished for foreign letters;
and had been also for several months for inland letters. I have not seen this instruction in writing, but it apparently follows international practice. During the last year
or so such letters were not delivered to the door, but had to be fetched at the local
PO, as the insurance for house delivery was too expensive.
- that this is the first year, for a very long time, that there is no new SBB/CFF/FSS
timetable being issued on the 1st of June (about). There used to be, until a few years
ago, two timetables a year, the Summer edition and the Winter edition which appeared
at the end of September. Now there is only one being issued in about the middle of
December, following international practice I am told. The second volume of this timetable is for postal buses only, and it is getting thicker and thicker. However, the
routes, without the times, are now included for all cities and towns. Volume 1 is for
all trains, mountain cable cars, and ships. The two together weigh 1.7kg & cost CHF 16.
(The Editor has the 1986 Postal. Edition which weighs 775g, what has happened?)
Aeroi=i;ateiia VokiAIro
2-5-11.5.2003
Bicèntettâ io
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No. 7 July 2003
WHILE ON A MILITARY SUBJECT - response to the query from Martin Mantell on p 48, June.
Both Doug Houtris and Bob Johnson
sent useful information taken from
the definitive work on the subject
'Replacement Cancels' by Pierre
Guinand, 1990. These emergency
cancellers had individual letters
which were made up as necessary
when a normal canceller had to be
returned for repair or alteration.
In this case there were two types
listed as 2816 & 2817, see below.
The cover shown here, from Doug,
is an early use, and looks from
the 'holes' to have been filed
somewhere. What else is sleeping
in archives?
The first cancel, 2816 was used
for only 2 days with a known
date of use 10.VIII - 11.VIII.

NllllTAfi5AIiHE

2 X.14
....._..

ttbe-

•

Territorial-Commando VIII

When 2817 was used 7 days later on the 18th of September the letter 'S' has been put
in upside down. Not uncommon with these cancellers with 'loose' type as the table
shows that Wilderswil (good hotel, Bâren ) was used as 'MILDERSLIW' in 1896:
The cancel shown last month, and the one above, is 2817 and the footnote to the
table gives: "Long period of usage at the CHUR barracks; listed in the Grisons (Chur)
cancellation handbook under Nrs 37.4 and 40.13; A in place of A." This is a long
period so why did they not chase up the 'normal' canceller? Because of the war?
MILITÂRS ACHE

MIL ITÂRSACHE

r
10. v111. 14.

20. VIII.14.

r

l

211 46 4iX
Ca K
as K

I I

I
( 9

9

w
2817

X

TS OR
NILITARSACHE
TS CR MILITARVICHE

19 41
1914 -15

18.VI
yIjL - 13.V .

2816 w

Emploi 3 la caserne de COIRE; manuel des obliterations des Grisons (Coire) nos. 37.4 et 49.13; A
au lieu de A / Verwendung in der Kaserne CHUR; Handbuch der Bundner Abstempelungen (Chur) Nr.
37.4 and 49.13; A an Stelle von A / Impiego nella caserma di COIRA; manuals dells bollature dei
Grigioni (Coira) n. 37.4 e 49.13; Â invece di A / Used at the CHUR barracks; listed in the Grisons
(Chur) cancellation handbook under Nrs. 37.4 and 49.13; A in place of Ä.

2817

Longue période d'emploi a la caserne de COIRE; manuel des oblitérations des Grisons (Coire) nos.
37.4 et 49.13; A au lieu de A / Lange Verwendungszeit in der Kaserne CHUR; Handbuch der Bandner
Abstempelungen (Chur) Nr. 37.4 and 49.13; A an Stalls von A / Lungo periodo d'impiego nella
caserma di COIRA; manuals dells bollature dei Grigioni (Coira) n. 37.4 e 49.13; A invece di Al
Long period of usage at the CHUR barracks; listed in the Grisons (Chur) cancellation handbook under
Nrs. 37.4 and 49.13; A in place of Ä.
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Lake Lucerne

Allen Payne

I have been interested in this area of Switzerland for a number of years, and I collect
anything related to philately from around Lake Lucerne. It is called a `Heimat
Collection'. When I give displays of the material, I suggest that we go on a tour of the
area, stopping off from the lake steamers and motor boats at different places, but first of
all we should see a little of Lucerne itself.
One of the first places we all remember, and of course
visit, in Lucerne is the famous `Chapel Bridge' with all
the fantastic pictures which are displayed. What a pity
that the terrible fire happened in 1993. Having visited it
again recently, they have done a marvellous job in its
restoration, thanks to a great extent to the re-issue of
the earlier 75c definitive as an 80c + 20c. The 20c going towards the costs.
Another place worth visiting is the famous
`Lion of Lucerne'. This is a memorial to the
26 officers and 760 soldiers of the Swiss
Guard, who fell in 1792 whilst defending Lois
XV1, and Maria Antoinette in the Tuileries
during the French Revolution. The dying lion
is 28' in length, lies in a grotto 45' long hewn
out of sandstone rock.
Also well worth a visit is the `Transport Museum', where one could spend a whole
day.

Having spent some time wandering around Lucerne, one can visit some well worth
while places - either going by rail, on the lake or even the mobile postal bus.
Express steam engine.

Mobile post office

NEW MEMBER - The Society is pleased to welcome Mr Tony Pearson of Bracknell, Berks

WEB SURFERS - our Society has established a "link" on the Swiss
Post's website that should generate further interest. Web surfers
should visit www.post.ch and then click on "Special Philatelic Sites'
and "Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain" to find us'
This should help to raise the profile of the HPS.
Bob Medland
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My first visit to Switzerland was in the late fifties and I remember going up Mount Pilatus.
This is a fascinating trip to one of the highest mountains around Lucerne. Firstly by lake
steamer to Alpnachstad and then by the worlds steepest cogwheel railway to the summit at
7000ft with some fantastic views of Lucerne. One can then take the cable car for the
spectacular descent to Kriens.

In 1963 I spent a holiday in Engelberg, prior to the building of the through rail link from
Lucerne. Having been back recently, what a difference it makes. Until December 1964 the
route from Lucerne to Engelberg was by lake steamer from Lucerne to Stansstad, changing
at Stansstad pier to the trains of the Stansstad-Engelberg railway. The construction of the
new bridge across the opening between the lakes of Lucerne and Alpnach and the
inauguration in December 1964 enabled a through rail journey to be made.

Eröffnung der
Luzern-Stane.tagelberg-Bahn

Cancellation as used since the
opening of the new rail link
between Lucerne and
Engelberg in 1964.
A place that I regretted not visiting before was the Rigi. I recently made it, and what a
wonderful experience - it was! You have got to have the good weather of -course-and-some
good walking shoes. Otherwise you will miss fantastic scenes. You also have the
opportunity of going on the Rigi-bahn.

A Did You Know for those who have visited the HPS website. When you
click on the different page links, the cds moves. What is the cds?
It is "ENTLEBUM Gp. 100, and one of the very few large, 'flowery'
cancels in which the postmaster evidently took great pride, as it
always seems to have been kept well-cleaned and well-centred in use
T+
+n he thA WPS Webmaster's favourite.
B M
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I stayed at Vitznau - and couldn't have picked a better place, a few minutes from the RigiBahn station. It is possible to walk up, but
you would miss seeing those fantastic views.
You go up on the modern train—and it is
possible to get off at various points. One of
the original trains can be seen in the transport museum in Lucerne. From Vitznau one
can take a number of boat trips to various
parts of the lake. At the far end of the lake is
Fluelen where you can join the famous
Gotthard Railway which takes you through
to Italy, via some fantastic scenery.

Gotthard Railway

Fluelen

Before one gets to Fluelen, you can stop at Brunnen and see the well known view of the
twin peaks of the 'Mythen' mountain. Between Brunnen and Fluelen you come across the
famous `Tellsplatte where the story of William Tell is displayed. Altdorf, the capital of
Uri, is famous as the traditional scene of Tell shooting an apple from his son's head.

The Mythen

William Tell and Son

Tellsplatte

Other places to visit are Burgenstock where you can go on the funicular or the lift. Or
historically one could go on a trip to
Trieb which is the landing place for a
visit to Seelisberg, where one can look
down on the `Ruth Meadow' - the most
sacred spot on the soil of Switzerland
where the 'oath' was signed in 1291 the 'start of the Confederation'.

Cancellation showing the three cantonal representatives at the swearing of the oath in
1291, and the relevant document showing that one of the seals is missing - its
whereabouts not known.
The Proofreader has decided that it is time she had a holiday, so the Editor
is going along as 'bagman'. Many thanks to those members who sent copy for
this issue of the Newsletter. Now, while the office is closed how about some
more contributions for your Newsletter? They need not be typed, or on disc as
there is no slot on this IBM. Please send illustrations as good photocopies
and not as 'fuzzy' computer scans. Almost anything is acceptable for publication,
as long as it is philatelic and/or Swiss. I hope there is something on my return.
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The Life of Definitive Issues

Page 53
Allan Young

While I was compiling a listing of the definitive issues, merely in order to create a
quick album reference, it was interesting to analyse the life span of the issues - see the
accompanying table. It confirmed what I'm sure we all know, that definitive designs
are now more frequent than in earlier times. In other words, recent definitive issues do
not have such a long life span as hitherto. The stamp issuing policy used to be that the
definitive design had some permanence, and the commemoratives, the special issues,
were for special occasions. It seems now that definitives are of minor significance
compared with the continual flow of special issues. I would guess the postal
authorities would prefer to abandon the concept of definitives altogether in favour of
the more lucrative commemoratives. Perhaps the lower cost of a large print run of
definitives is still economic, against the relatively high cost of producing many
different sets of specials. Will we see the eventual disappearance of Swiss `definitive`
issues, I wonder?
However, it appears the longest life was the Federation Cross / Standing Helvetia
issue, lasting 25 years, from 1882 to 1907. The Tell and Tell Boy lasted 24 years,
from 1910-1934. The longest of the modem issues was the Architectural Monuments,
lasting 9 years from 1964 to 1973. Over recent years the life span of issues has only
been one, two or three years.
The dates and life spans in the table are approximate. The chronology of the earlier
definitives is complicated by overlapping series, additional values issued separately,
and repeating designs repeating in subsequent series. I have ignored such incidental
issues as provisional overprints, the A and B postage stamps, etc.
SWISS DEFINITIVE ISSUES

SERIES
1St Federals, imperf
Sitting Helvetia - Strubels
Sitting Helvetia
Federation Cross / Standing Helvetia
Tell Boy THelvetia / Helvetia with Sword
Tell Boy and Helvetia
Tell and Tell Boy
1934 Landscapes
1936 Landscapes
Historicals
1949 Landscapes
Postal History / architectural monuments
Architectural Monuments, re-issues
Linguistic Regions / Architecture / Applied Art
Folk Customs
Signs of the Zodiac
Mail Transport
Animals
People at Work
Pictures of Switzerland
Swiss Souvenirs
Tourism

ISSUE PERIOD

LIFE

ALBUM

(years)
1850-1854
1854-1862
1862-1882
1882-1907
1907=1909
1909-1910
1910-1934
1934-1936
1936-1941
1941-1949
1949-1960
1960-1964
1964-1973
1973-1977
1977-1982
1982-1986
1986-1990
1990-1993
1993-1998
1998-2000
2000- 2001
2001-

4
8
20
25
2
1
24
2
5
8
11
4
9
4
5
4
4
3
5
2
1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
3
3
4
4
5
5
5
6
7
7
7
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DROPPED OUT OF A GLACIER

July 2003
M Rutherfoord

The village of Roggliswil brought out a Pictorial cancel, K 1497, on 2.9.96 to publicise their remarkable Findling, see the figure. Applied to a human this is translated
as 'foundling', but here it means an 'erratic block' or boulder. For centuries people
had believed that these blocks lying on the fields had been brought and deposited by
the Flood (see the story of Noah in Genesis) as they were clearly not of local stone.
Many houses were built from these blocks , especially the smaller ones as they were
easy to break up and transport.
In about 1790 Swiss geologists, as they would now be called, put forward the theory
that once glaciers had covered the alpine region and so transported these blocks from
the higher mountains. The type and make-up of practically all blocks can be traced to
the parent mountain from which the block fell, 20, 50 or so, thousand years ago, and
so the path of each glacier can be determined during its forward movement. At the end
of the last ice age, say 10 000 years ago all glaciers had 'retreated' to about their
present positions, depositing their loads all over the countryside. During the last
50 years the high rate of building - houses, motorways, airports, industrial complexes
has revealed many more blocks than those left by medieval and later builders, thus
a much more accurate map of the furthest extent and route of each glacier could be made.
The block shown on this cancellation lies 600m above sea level, about 7km SW of the
town of Zofingen (worth a detour, Ed.). However, according to one of my favourite maps
(which shows the extent of the last glaciation) Roggliswil would not have been iced
over, therefore it seems likely that the block shown was deposited by the penultimate
glaciation period, which started about 300 000 years ago.
.

From the Commune Office of
Roggliswil I have learnt that
the local name is Honigstein
(Honey stone) and that it
came from the Valais, carried
by the northern branch of the
Rhone Glacier. The southern
branch went down the Rhone
nearly reaching Lyon in
France. In 1872 the Pilatus
section of the Swiss Alpine
Club in Luzern bought the
land on which this tremendous stone lay, to preserve
the stone from destruction
by explosives.

AMERICA'S CUP RACE 2007 on Lake Luzern - will it be held?

Fred Smith

In response to the query by Michael Rutherfoord in his DYK column, p 31 April the
following calculation shows what will be necessary before the race can begin.
The surface area of Lake Luzern is 114 square kilometres and the maximum depth 240m.
Assuming an average depth of 80m this would make the volume of the lake, in cubic
metres, 114 x 1000 x 1000 x 80 . . . . (A). The concentration of salt in sea water
is taken as 35.239 kg per cubic metre . . . . (B). The quantity of salt needed is
A x B = 321 379 680 000kg. To carry this amount in 40tonne lorries would mean some
8 034 492 loads (could the Swiss Army cope?).
Assume the period to the next America's cup is 3 years (and 2004 is a leap year)
then it must be done in 365 x 3 + 1 days. This would mean 7330 lorries each day on
a 7 day week. If each lorry is 20m long then there would be a traffic jam caused by
this convoy of 146.61 km, unless there was some restriction on civilian traffic.
The only remaining questions are how could this amount of salt be dissolved? Where
should it be unloaded for maximum effect? Could the lake steamers be commandeered
to agitate the water? Do the salt, mines at Bex have the capacity to supply the salt
needed, or will this mean Switzerland must purchase on the world markets with some
effect on trade? Can any of our readers help with other ideas?

July 2003 HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIEI'Y NEWSLE 1'1'ER

Did you know?
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M Rutherfoord

- that I apologise for an error in last month's DYK. Towards the end, about the demise
of 'Value Declared' letters, I wrote incorrectly '2002' instead of '2003' - Sorry.
- that it has now been decided under the REMA programme (Re-Engineering Mail-Processing)
after much discussion,. ie, fights between various Cantons as to how many people would
lose their jobs, that the number of code/sort centres would be reduced from the present
18 to 3. However, the present 4 sub-centres, which can sort only, would be replaced by
6 new sub-centres, ie, downgraded main centres. The 3 new centres will be completely
new, out-of-town installations. These would be in Lausanne-North, near Olten and the
third in the re-built Zurich-Malligen parcel sorting office (still one of the biggest
PO buildings in Switzerland); all three are on the main trainline from St Gallen to
Geneva along the Jura, via Biel/Bienne. The 6 downgraded sub-centres will be St Gallen
and Geneva on the east-west axis, and Basel, Luzern and Bellinzona forming the northsouth axis crossing at Olten (as laid out by George Stephenson in about 1855. Bern is
still well-connected on the main line Zurich - Olten - Lausanne. Completion is
planned for 2008 and about 4000 would lose their jobs.
- that in the latest issue of 'Tell', 4/2003, Richard T Hall in his usual 'Matterhorn
Meanderings' continues with his unique chronological listing of all announced closings
of Swi-as POs, --most useful. (Copies-of 'Tell' are-held-by our Hon. Librarian.) Although
this is terribly sad he also mentions name changes and new K-cancels.
- that reminds me to bring to your attention an interesting phenomenon. If you happen
to be in Elm, Canton Glarus, on the 12th of March or the 1st of October any year,
then walk to the little church to be there at 8.53 or 8.33 respectively, and you will
see a shaft of sunlight come out of the mountain and strike the church, which has
been built on a prehistoric sight. Every 19 years the moon also floods through this
20m hole at night on about the 1st of October. K542, see figure 1.
- that many have commented on the improved SBZ after this year's take-over by a younger
team of editors under the leadership of Peter Meier, the last philatelist to leave
the Philatelic Bureau in Bern. There are now nine issues a year instead of eleven, as
this magazine is becoming increasingly expensive and the number of readers is falling.
- that all philatelists, and others, visiting Switzerland soon notice that the licence
plates on all SP cars, vans and trucks have changed, as the SP is no longer a Federal
institution, but is under the local jurisdictionof the canton. Therefore the old 'P'
is being replaced by the respective cantonal letters and a 5-6 digit number. As the
cantonal arms are always shown on the rear number plate, philatelists can identify
the canton through their knowledge-of the PJ issues 1918-1926. This number plate is
supplied by the canton and belongs to them and, in effect, is the receipt for the
insurance and car tax payments. It is not a souvenir to take home:
- that on page 37 of the May Newsletter Edward Quinton discovered a new field to collect.
I have found something in this direction for him, see figure 2 below. I am now looking
for 5.5.55 (a Thursday) from Quinten SG. In the 'Ortsverzeichnis' I have also found
'Quartino' and 'Quinto' in the Ticino.
- that I have found another auction with a glaring back-dated cancellation, on a local
--letter--from and - to Einsiedeln, on a 5c with a cheap German-text PJ vignette of 19 -12
As we all now know the cross in the upper segment and the PK number in the lower was
introduced in 1914, so this is another "premature birth" as they say (see figure 3).
.

Figure 2 dated 4.IV.44
ad Saarls:ne e n -.wen ...o•

Figure 3 back-dated

Swiss Post & PTT publicity items FREE, just pay the p & p
1. 'Focus on Stamps' - from 1st issue in
2. The earlier bulletins from issue 6 in
3. Numerous other publicity leaflets for
4. An early SVP print of machine cancels
Write to C Griffiths, 19 Parsonage Road,

May 1995 to issue 4 of 2002.
March 1973 to final one for March 1995, app.100
Pro Juventute, Pro Patric etc from 1941.
up to about 1974 (loose sheets).
Long Ashton, Bristol BS41 9LL. First reply
.e.411 on fnr waste saner.

,
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Extracts from SWITZERLANDS WONDERFUL RAILWAYS By C. J. Allen

Switzerland has a total of 3536 miles of railways,
% of which is standard gauge, 4' 81", while the
remainder is narrow gauge, mostly 1 metre.
There are 1171/ miles of rack and pinion
propulsion, 391h miles of rope-worked funiculars
(56 in all) and 250 miles of tramways.
The Swiss Federal Railways own and operate
little more than half the railway mileage - 1826
miles, while the remainder is divided between 173
private companies and city authorities. To this
must be added 40 suspension units, to which
more are being added each year.
The first railway was French, not Swiss, from
Strasbourg, which needed 1 1A miles of track in
Switzerland in order to obtain access to Basle.
As far back as 1836 the Canton of Zurich was
interested in the prospects of building a line from
Zurich to Basle, but the Canton of Baste refused
to co-operate and the scheme was dropped. The
Canton of Aargau, however, was interested and
eventually granted concessions for a railway from
Zurich to Baden, 141h miles distant.
Inauguration took place on the 8th of August, 1847
and it was opened to traffic the following day. It
soon became known as the 'Spanisch BrötliBahn' or 'Spanish Bun Railway', because the socalled 'Spanish Buns', produced in Baden, were a
delicacy highly esteemed by the citizens of
ZOrich, who found they could obtain deliveries
more quickly by rail than previously by road. It is
curious that the initials 'S.B.B.' in German, are
identical with those of the present day
'Schweizerische Bundesbahnen' (Swiss Federal
Railways). Traffic fell off and the original intention
to continue the line to Aarau was dropped.
In 1848 came the establishment of the Swiss
Confederation and the sweeping away of many
hundreds of interior customs and toll barriers in
the country.
In 1852 the Federal Act was passed, still leaving
the construction and working of the railways to
private enterprise, subject to cantonal laws. The
Government reserved the future right to purchase
such of the railways as it thought fit, but half a
century was to elapse before the right was
exercised.

up and amalgamation. Many of the lines went
through serious financial difficulties, in part as a
result of unregulated operation.
By 1872, in addition to a number of smaller
companies, 4 fairly large companies had been
formed by amalgamation. In the industrial north,
from Basle to Berne, from ZOrich to the German
and Austrian frontiers, there were the NorthEastern, Central and United Swiss Railways. A
start had been made on the formation of the JuraSimplon Railway - finally completed in 1890, a
straggling concern that started at Basle and
eventually served all the west and south-west of
the country.
The conquest of the Alps was faced by the
formation the Gotthard Railway Company at
Lucem in 1871. For this project Italy contributed
about £21/4 million and the German and Swiss
Governments about £1 1/4 million each.
On the 23rd of December 1872 the Federal
Railway Act was passed. This still allowed for the
private building of railways but the Federal
Government now took over from the Cantons the
right to grant concessions for new constructions.
From this date on it became necessary to secure
from Berne any approval of railway plans and
Federal engineers were appointed to supervise
construction work and safety measures - a
procedure which has contributed largely to the
efficiency and accident-free reputation of the
railways in general.
Time-tables, rates and fares also had to receive
approval from the Federal Traffic Office in Berne.
The S.B.B. came into existence on the 1st of
January 1902 with the acquisition of 433 route
miles of the North-Eastern, 204 miles of the
Central and 85 miles of minor lines. Six months
later the United Swiss and Toggenburg lines -185
miles - were added. on the 1st of May 1903 the
largest Swiss railway - the Jura-Simplon - with
552 miles of line - came in, together with the
narrow gauge Brunig Line (35 miles). Six years
were to elapse before the Gotthard Railway -170
miles in length - was absorbed in the S.B.B. on
the 1st of May 1909. From 1913 to 1922 five
smaller lines, with a total route mileage of 95,
were acquired and since then the extent of the
S.B.B. has remained unaltered.

Between 1852 and 1872 railway construction
began in earnest, but as the railways were
privately owned there was a good deal of linking
CANCELLATIONS - Why was the sub-office
of Neuchatel 7 called GIBRALTAR from
the 1.4.1882 until 1.3.1900, then it
was re-named MAIL?

At the bottom of page 51
Bob Medland mentioned
his favourite cancellation
Here it is -
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No. 8 August 2003
FELDPOST - The background to the Swiss Army Field Post Service

D Ripley

During the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71, the Swiss Army was mobilized to guard the
frontiers. On the 27th of July 1870 a post service was inaugurated to serve the army
personnel charged with frontier duties; the civil authorities managed this service.
The Federal Parliament promulgated on the 13th of August 1870 a "Decree concerned
with the Army Post Service", the object of which was to set up and act as a basis
for an official Swiss Feldpost.
Why was a Feldpost service required after the Franco-Prussian war? The answer lies
in the form of the Swiss Army, most of which is comprised of conscripts. All Swiss
males have to serve in the armed forces, normally at age 20 a recruit goes to a
training school for 17 weeks. This is followed by eight annual courses of 3 weeks,
in addition to local parades and training exercises. Between 20 and 32 years of age
they man the divisions and are regarded as the 'Elite'. From age 33, for the next
9 years, they are classed as the 'Landwehr', manning the borders, fortresses and
redout brigades. During this period they will carry out three courses each of 2 weeks
duration. At age 43 they transfer to the 'Landsturm' territorial zone formations.
Just one 2-week course during the next 7 years brings their total training to 1 year,
this is additional to any local exercises. At age 53 they transfer to Civil Defence.
Conscripts mail, both to and from them, normally enjoys free postage. Units in the
field applied their unit cachet before handing in mail at a post office or railway
station. A number of examples up to the outbreak of the First World War are shown
here and overleaf. The card below was sent on the 6th September 1909 from the barracks
in Herisau to a girlfriend in the telephone exchange in Au. The picture shows a
familiar scene to any ex-serviceman - cleaning equipment:
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GLACIER GARDENS in Luzern

N? I
Derrick Slate

Polished rock surfaces (ice marks), boulders (erratic blocks) and giant potholes
prove that Luzern was once covered by glaciers. Some 20 million years ago the area
where Luzern now stands was covered by a shallow sea. Heat-loving plants such as
palms and fig-trees grew under sub-tropical climatic conditions along the flat sandy
beach. During the last great phase of the alpine folding, 5-6 million years ago,
layers of sandstone deposited in the sea at that time were heaved and tilted.
During the last 2 million years, the ice age, the alpine glaciers advanced several
times far into the Swiss Plain. The last ice age reached its final movement some
20 000 years ago and ended about 10 000 years ago.
These interesting remains were discovered in 1872 and have been an attraction to
tourists for many years. If you visit them do not miss the Labyrinth of Mirrors
that was built in 1896 and the recently added Labyrinth of Lights. The entrance i s
not easy to find, but is by the entrance to the Museum - do ask.
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RAZOR BLADE CANCELLATIONS - continued fx'P.m the previous page
Explanations to the table and its column headings, by Michael Rutherfoord.

No. :

This follows the original alphabetical list by the Dutch "Studiegroep"
of 1969 (Doorenbos, van Hasselt) continued by the detailed work by .Pierre
Guin:and,, Max H Wehrli, Jacques H2nsler, HPS members and many others.

Place :

Only the Head PO of the eleven Postal Districts were involved in the trials

Dept. :

The cancellers were all used in the busiest part of the PO, the acceptance
cancellation of all incoming mail.

Bars :

The decorative bars in the upper and lower segments are an important
means of identification. The finer bars belong to the first trial series.

Date Dots: Purely decorative, at each end of the shaped date bridge.
Diam. :

in millimetres, measured vertically.

Time

There are minor differences in the hour reels of the various series:
a)

am

I- to XII-

a1 )

I-- to XII--

b)

I.- to XII.-

pm -1 to -12
-1 to -12
-.1. to -.9-

first serie
only Bern
second serie

-.10 to -.12
c)

-1 to -9

.13 to .24

modern cross and PH number

.10 to .12
Sent on : Date when the cancellers were sent from Bern, Material Department .
Change : Canceller modified from the previous type number shown .
Acceptance: Earliest and latest dates of usuage found.
(Despatch)
Delivery: Cancellation by the recipient's PO, usually clear of the postage stamp
(Arrival)
Factor •

Scarcity level; indicating the relative price structure - variable:
LP = unlimited. 6* and 7* Chur without 'Julierpost' = 10 .

An important part of Steinbrtichel's list will be dealt with in the next part,
namely the recording of all known forerunners made by deCoppet before he could
make the essential trials with his 'Razor. Blades', leading to his eventual success
of supplying his flexible cancellers, made by Gtiller, all over the world.
Now this is the point where the Editor finds that he has a space to fill so he can
get the copy off to the printer in the morning. I will repeat my plea for items from
you, the members, to keep the information.. coming in. I am not here to write all
the Newsletter myself, I am not only Editor but typesetter, paste-up man, even the
"editorial committee" in deciding if the information is correct before it is even
published. My grandfather would either be proud of me, he was 'on the stone' of th e
Sheffield Independent a long time ago (before Linotype) or he would think I should
be doing better. If my maths is correct then this is page 1600 since I had my arm
twisted to become your Editor; very sobering for me and the Proof Reader, not to
forget all the members who have written articles. On this note don't forget it was
Mavis Bidmead and Bob Johnson who made the breakthrough in 1991 when they looked
at a Norwegian display in an exhibition and found deCoppet's Patent for these Razor
Blade cancellers, Michael Rutherfoord who has mined the archives in Bern and then
you, the members, who found examples in your collections. There is more to our
hobby of stamp collecting than just the catalogue. If my memory is correct . .
Solve senescentum mature sanus equum ne - Peccet ad extremum ridendus et ilia ducat .
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IMPORTANT NOTICE - POSTAL SENDING OF CIRCULATING PACKETS
We are getting more and more claims for losses in the Post and these have now reached
such a high level that after 20 years we are now having to raise the rates charged.
From renewal the following will apply:
1. The adjustable rate for All Societies will be
- ip per member passing by hand
- 15p per member passing by post
with a minimum adjustable rate of 50p%
You are also requested to arrange that everyone on the list be telephoned prior
to posting to check that they are available to receive the packet.
2. Where there have been losses in the past 3 insurance years:
- there will be an excess of £25 per claim
- it will be mandatory for every person passing by Post to telephone ahead
before posting. This must be confirmed on the remittance slip sent with the
Certificate of Posting to the Packet Secretary.

3.

Should a Society suffer further losses in the post we shall
- increase the adjustable rate for postal members to 20p per member
- increase the excess to £50 per claim.

By telephoning ahead the recipient member can always ask the postman next morning
about a supposed 'missing' packet that in fact is only being posted that day. We
often find the postman will ask the sorting office when he returns whether the
'lost' packet has been seen.
When making claims to the Post Office lost packets should be described as 'philatelic
material' since the Post Office class stamps as 'cash' and will not pay compensation.
Stamp Insurance Services, CGI Services Ltd,29 Bowhay Lane Exeter, Devon, EX4 1PE

A few months ago I suggested that members receiving the packet should pay a levy to
offset any shortfall in monies received from the Royal Mail when a packet is lost,
I believe that this problem has been resolved only for another to surface.
You can see from the notice above that our Insurer will be deducting additional
sums dependent on how the packet is transferred should a loss occur.
As a Society we do not go through a season without one or two packets being lost
by the Royal Mail when in transit, it is never in the same place or between the
same members, so there is no pattern.
Our Insurer states that Members must contact the next recipient on the list to
ensure availability to receive the packet. To this end I will in future include
members' phone numbers on each Postal List. To help reduce costs to the Society each
Member receiving the packet will be asked to pay a levy of 15p when returning the
Advice Note, if no purchases are made send a Postage stamp.
If our excess is increased to £50 then I am afraid the levy will increase to 20p.
I trust that Members can see that there is no other ontionthan to impose this Levy
from the commencement of the next Packet Season.
Don Symonds, Hon. Pkt Sec.
THE PACKET DESPERATELY NEEDS MORE BOOKLETS for the coming season. I have put together
six packets for circulation at the end of August. I have previously-circulated
material for another six packets after which I will be surplus to requirements.
The packet generates additional income for the Society, but can only do this with a
steady supply of booklets from you the Members.
If every Member could provide just one or possibly two booklets each year then I
would not need to make this plea. Would you spend a little time and see if you can
help make this another successful year. BOOKLETS TO REACH ME NO LATER THAN 1st October.
Northern Group Meeting
The first meeting of the season is on September 6th and the subject will be the

popular one of "New Acquisitions - All Members.
UP-DATES from Derrick Slate. A few months ago there was a mention of the AltdorfFluelen Electric Tramway. It was opened on 25.8.1906 and closed on 26.3.1951.
On the 1st of January 2003 the railways Zermatt-Bahn (BVZ) and Furka-Oberalp-Bahn (FO)
merged to form the Matterhorn-Gotthard-Bahn (MGB). Who owns this 'trademark? Ed.
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WESSEX GROUP MEETING, Salisbury May 17th
Claude Mistely welcomed twenty members and guests at this meeting at the Clovelly Hotel,
Salisbury - which has become a firm favourite venue for the annual meeting in May
in the West Country.
Don Dixie gave a superb presentation of Standing Helvetias, explaining briefly why
he found them irresistible from a collector's point of view, beginning with essays and
then particular aspects of printing anomalies; eg, double impressions and shades, dry
prints, plate flaws, misplaced perfs and controls, essays, colour-, plate- and dieproofs in abundance. Among the specialized group of plate flaws, hair lines and
retouches were the characteristic 'pearl on Helvetia's foot'. Then followed a group
of perfins, Exhibition cancels and others of different types, including customs,
straight-line and shields; so diverse that Claude, in his vote of thanks, observed
that here was a display 'par excellence' and that we were indeed privileged to see
in one display, a most comprehensive study of this material, beautifully presented.
Then Tony Hoyle, our President, took us on a philatelic trip around "Some Peaks
and Passes of the Alps" based on his travels in Switzerland over many years. He
started with private hotel frankings, the K cancellations of 6010 Pilatus in 1993,
and Krems. Among others, notably the Eggishorn, the Maloja, the Niesen and the Fluela
passes provided a rich source of superb photos, postal receipts, hotel cards, franked
envelopes and much more - a delight for all to see and, as Claude remarked in his vote
of thanks, some rare and unique items, superbly presented.
Michael Farr, a member of the Swiss Railway Society, and
a guest visitor with our President, gave a small display of
Swiss railway ephemera with some interesting Swiss diaries.
He has agreed to speak and display at a future Salisbury
meeting, probably in February 2004. Before leaving for home
he gave me his visiting card, reproduced alongside;
a charming gesture indeed:
W A S

World War II Mail from Switzerland to Great Britain, Canada & the United States: A Postal History
Handbook, Charles J. LaBlonde, 8'h by 11 inches, comb bound, stiff covers, 222 + iv pages, ISBN 0-

9742619-0-4, American Helvetia Philatelic Society, Colorado Springs CO 2003. $25 in the U.S. and
Canada ($20 to AHPS members), £20 or £30 or SF 45 cash overseas from the author, 15091 Ridgefield
Lane, Colorado Springs CO 80921-3554.
This handbook is based on a series of articles by the author that originally appeared in the Civil
Censorship Study Group Bulletin and the American Helvetia Philatelic Society journal Tell. The

material has been updated and previous errors corrected. The Swiss postal rates to Great Britain,
Canada, and the United States during WW II were stable and are listed at the beginning of the book.
The stage is set with a chapter on prewar conditions in Switzerland in 1939. Subsequent chapters
deal chronologically with postal conditions over the course of the war, each chapter focusing on a period
of six months. Discussions in each chapter address surface mail, airmail, and censorship.
Some of the covers described transited one of the three countries mentioned, to emphasize
routing. In one example a registered letter went from Grenchen, Switzerland to Alexandria, Egypt.
Transit markings include Geneva, Lisbon, Bermuda, New York, San Francisco, and Cairo. Almost all of
the mail used to tell the story is commercial. Some exceptions are POW, Red Cross, and internment
camp mail, which are of interest in their own right. The author also shows some examples of interrupted
(crash) mail.
Postal routes, censorship markings and resealing tapes, and manuscript markings are thoroughly
elucidated. However, author LaBlonde admits that some areas require further research. One example is
the mysterious French censorship of Swiss airmail during a 5-day period in October 1944.
Several appendices lead the reader to interesting sidelines such as specific series of named
correspondences, the connection via Sweden and Scotland, USA mail to Switzerland during the war, and
the curious blue pencil markings of U.S. censors that are little understood.
An extensive bibliography concludes the book, although book and journal titles are in quotation
marks rather than the accepted format of italics. One of the nice features of this book is the extensive use
of cover illustrations that are quite good in quality for the most part. Almost all covers are shown actual
size. Despite the author's comments of the need for more research in certain areas, he has captured much
of the detail that will interest and inform postal historians.
Alan Warren
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- that for the first time we will have an 85c postage stamp, for the new B-post rate
from the 1st of January 2004. A-post will go up from 90c to 100c, ie, only 10c compared
with the 15c B-post rise; this is to attract more A letters in the 100g range. All other
proposed rises have been refused by the Federal Council. In 2002, for the first time,
the letter post had a deficit of 14M CHF. With a fall in the number of letters it seems
to be a complex answer to give 11.1% increases for the A-post, and 21.4% for B-post,
with 10% rise for bulk rates of 500 or more. The SP have also proposed a maximum thickness of the above letters of only 5mm, instead of the present 10mm. The maximum size
of the envelopes remains B5, 250 x 176mm (about 10" x 7").
- that the UNESCO has declared five subjects in Switzerland to be World Heritage Sites;
Abbey Library in St.Gallen, Mtistair (GR) Monastery, Old-town of Bern, Castles of
Bellinzona, Aletsch Glacier. The SP is issuing a set of very attractive stamps, 90c
each, on the 9th of September 2003,'together with picture postcards in a brochure in
five languages, and the stamp selvedge is also put to good use! There are numerous
stamps and cancellations for these subjects; an informative one-frame show is possible.
- that two days after the above announcement the UNESCO declared another, 6th, area
as a further protected site, namely the Monte San Giorgio in the Ticino near Chiasso.
If you stand on the Melide Causeway and look straight south, that is the mountain, 1100m
above sea level. Lake Lugano is 270m asl. The only stamp I can find is the Fr.1 00
Sante Croce church in Rive San Vitale, issued on 12.9.68 (Z 419), at the eastern foot
of the mountain, see figure 1. I did find three K-cancels; K 143 was issued in 1955
showing this church (in 1966 it was issued with the postcode '6826', figure 2); the
main lakeside village of 6911 Brusino Arsizio, NW of the mountain (new postcodes
'6623' in 1988 and '6827' in 1996, figure 3). Cleverly the only cable car is shown
"beam riding" on K 615. K 1143 at 650m height is the most important as it shows the
fossil and floral richness, figure 4.
- that this year Liechtenstein is now halfway through issuing a series of 12 stamps,
in four sets of three, each depicting a phase of vine growing and wine making. For
each there is a maximum card and in their brochures a full description in three languages. Almost a DIY guide for beginners. Figures 5 & 6 show the two FD cancels issued
so far. Note the enlarged insert illustrating an important detail of the vine. A good
idea, well executed.
- that one must encourage members to visit the sites of all new Swiss stamps as they
appear. Your Editor has just made such a trip to the PP 90c Pont St. Jean at the
village of St.Ursanne in the Jura. The Reuss Bridge, also 90c in the same series, is
now easy to reach by Postbus from Zurich. It lies about 4km upstream from Bremgarten,
and the village of Rottenschwil is about a kilometre west of the bridge itself.
However, the area along the river is a wildlife sanctuary and much frequented by bird
watchers. (Another idea for a one-frame entry,? Ed.)
- that the Trilateral Exhibition held in Locarno, 18-22 June, was very interesting,
Not too big, but many varied, excellent objects to view. Large Gold won by 23 exhibitors,
Gold by no less than 51, with 53 large vermeil and 37 vermeil. The weather was hot!
Harlan Stone, from New York, the only HPS member (?), received Gold and Vermeil for
his Postage Due exhibits. Congratulations.

Figure 2
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Figure 3
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Figure 4

Who can provide some articles
on Liechtènstein and its stamps?
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FOSSUK - an explanation by Stuart•R MacKenzie
A friend of mine, Peter Westwood, told me about a cover he had designed (and the
postmark) for FOSSUK last year. I misunderstood him in thinking, ''where is Fossuk
in Inverness?'. I asked him if he was able to get me a cover and one duly arrived
this week. He told me that 200 covers were produced and were sold out!
(On page 46 in the June issue of the Newsletter last year further details are given
of these covers. The cancellation and cover show the Matterhorn and Ben Nevis as
the year 2002 was the 'Year of the Mountain'. Who else bought covers? Ed.)

HE BRUNO SPINNER
Amb dor of Switzerland

DIALOGUE ACROSS MOUNTAINS

WILHELM TELL (Switzerland)

WILLIAM WAUACE (Scotland)

•

FOSSUK : INVERNESS : 8/9 JUNE 2002

W. J. SMITH J.P.
Provost of the City
of Inverness

WILLIAM WALLACE and WILHELM TELL -- T11E STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM
by ED ARCHER
Both William Wallace and Wilhelm Tell share one really important thing and that is
they both played an important part in the struggle of two countries for Freedom. They
hated those set in authority over them. Wilhelm Tell hated Gessler, the Austrian
Governor of Uri and Wallace hated Ilesselrigg, English Governor of Lanarkshire. Both
men murdered their adversaries and inspired others to join the struggle for Freedom. •
Did Wallace know at?out Wilhelm Tell? Perhaps not but he would have heard of the
revolt of the Cantons of Uri, Schwyz and Unterwalden from Scottish merchants. They
met their Swiss counterparts in big continental markets like Bruges. It was at these
markets that news was exchanged. Wallace was especially interested in Europe as in
1297 he wrote letters to the Hanseatic League saying that Scotland was ready to trade
with Europe again.
To conclude we will never know the complete truth but there is more to link the two
men and the two nations than just legend.

FOSSUK (FEDERATION OF SWISS SOCIETIES IN TILE UNITED KINGDOM), is
the umbrella organisation of Swiss Societies and Clubs in the U.K. The purpose of
FOSSUK is to encourage club activities and to foster contacts between the many Swiss
Organisations in the U.K. FOSSUK produces and finances the Regional News Pages of
the "Swiss Review". There is an Annual Meeting with social events, each year in a
different part of the UK, this year in Inverness. FOSSUK represents the Swiss Societies
and Clubs at official level and organises the election of Delegates and Deputy Delegates
to OSA (the Council of the Swiss Abroad, in Berne), and liaises on matters of
importance and interest to expatriate Swiss.
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No. 9 September 2003

The formal notice convening this year's
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
will appear in the October Newsletter.
Please make a note now that it will be held on

Wednesday, 12th November at 6.30 p.m.
at The Union Jack Club
Sendell Street Waterloo London SE1 8UJ
The Auction, often providing opportunities to purchase
-firstelass-mate-rial-at reasonable prices, -will -follow the AGM.

FIRST MEETING OF THE LONDON GROUP - 8th October 2003
In case the Programme card is not ready for inclusion with this copy
of the Newsletter this is to remind all members that they are welcome
at the first meeting of the season on Wednesday 8th October at 6.30 pm.
It will be in the usual venue, the Burns Room of the Union Jack Club
in Sandell Street, London SE1. (Close to Waterloo station.)
The subject will be the 'Letter S' - not simply Zwitzerland - and
open to all members to display something.
We have avoided having this letter in the past because 'S' can, of
course, stand for Switzerland, which we all collect. So I hope that
members will think of subjects beginning with the letter'S' without
relying on this fact. Any enquiries to RS Johnson 020 8567 6822.
INTERESTING ANSWERS TO TWO QUERIES IN THE JUNE NEWSLETTER from Charles LaBlonde
The airmail cover to Rochdale on the front is a nice one, The crossed out words are
"Via Rom" (the German for Roma or Rome in English). The return mark is also an interesting variety because it says "Luftpostverkehr eingestellt" not just "Postverkehr
eingestellt". I have seen many of the latter, but only two of the former, this one
and one I have just bought for my exhibit: Very nice to see the reposting on the
21st of January 1943 since that was the first day of restored traffic. There are
many covers from the 22nd and 23rd of January as most folks could not move fast enough
to make the post on the 21st.
The airmail query on page 44 is not so mysterious. The sender had paid the letter
for airmail so the PTT had to send it by airmail. How else would they have done
that without taking it to Zurich?
NOW THERE ARE FOUR MORE QUERIES LOOKING FOR ANSWERS OVER THE PAGE.
LA-MX Pi_TTT C. i(
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AN AUCTION LOT OF SIX COVERS THAT PRODUCED FOUR QUERIES

Bob Johnson

I recently bought an auction lot of six covers and cards from which I now have no
less than four queries with which I hope other members can help me.
The first cover, figure 1, from the Direction of Posts in Bellinzona to the Magistrate of the District of Mendrisio has a rectangular boxed mark "FRANCO / Direction /
Postes / XI.". Is this the "FRANCO-STEMPEL" at page 296 of the Zumstein Ganzsachen
catalogue of 2002?
Figure 2 shows a postcard printed for the Gotthardbahn by J.B.L. in March 1902 with
a print run of 60 000. It has the Bellinzona Lettere cds of 25.1.03 and a large
straight-line cancel of Bellinzona in blue; is this a postal or a railway mark?
Figures 3a and 4a are two different versions of an Official postcard No. 4337.
The first, 3a, has the word "Officielle" ending in an 'e' - is this No. 9 in the 1984
Ganzsachen catalogue on page 152? The second, 4a, differs in most of the typefaces
used - is this No. 5b as the heading measures 65mm? Neither card has been postally used
but the verso of each is most interesting.
The first on eis a receipt (Quittance) for the sum of fr 543,94 being the subscriptions
for the month of November of the 'Section' of Bellinzona . Signed on behalf of the
Central Committee by the cashier A Hitt, Bale 11 X? 78 (All in French!) Other strange
marks top left and a cancel without place name, just 'Postes Suisse'in the lower half
of the double ring; dated 15XII78.
The other card is a summary or statement of banknotes with a straight-line mark
of "Cancelleria Postale" the total being 3619,45fr. What does the straight-line mark
mean? Is it the Postal Treasury? Again the same cancel without place name 26III78.
I would welcome any information from members which would throw some light on them.
.

Figure 2
Gotthardbahn.
Fsrr.aiu Jef GoU. do.

p II

t ) i i

r} t

: 1

.^+

`1

J I .

Postkartè. Cartol

Na 1331:

Carte-correspondance
officielle.

â;

$oeespaedwsw, stlebe eef roewYralbdt eleht Anpresb behw.
. wade. aiebt helsrdwL
.

Loa

■

►

■

ne pgei en *nt.e lt.pe. draft b to if ueL• de
• peatap_wee4 pu :etpiWee.

Adrtepc a

.:lee am'iepedws ,ba am hum di.
puts use wows toe

t

016.!`ee:

ve

Carte correspondance.
-

0ffiaiele

P
S`

Itaenfpeebeetea snide aut fdadsf eibelt .145 tutored Oetm

puebn x145 Mikan 1.

E5adriszo s
Lee correspondences qui win pus droll b Is franchise de
port no wont pee ezpddide...

Adresse:

L areigsod we Ns wew done ifrdb alb 1
ports aow wrens fasltres.

Indirismo:

September 2003 HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

Page 67

Figure 3b

Figure 4b
(Shown full size in the hope that someone can decipher the other markings. Ed.)

Bob Medland asks if this 'blind' double-ring cancel is Group 2
in the AW handbook? He came across an explanation by chance
when he visited the website of the Secretary of our sister
Society in Germany (since changed). "When a clear impression
was not possible on a parcel or other item, or it had been
accidentally omitted, then the double-ring cancel was used."
Some were merely overwritten with date and month, but he has
seen one with year as well. Has any member more information
about the cancel such as post offices and period of use?

Page 68

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

THE STORY BEHIND SOME UNDERCOVER MAIL FROM SWITZERLAND

September 2003
David Ripley

FR Perceval was the great, great grandson of Spencer Perceval, the British Prime
Minister from 1809 until he was assassinated on the 11th of May 1812, in the lobby
of the House of Commons, by a bankrupt with a grievance against the government.
F R P, a serving officer in the Royal Air Force with the rank of Flight Lieutenant,
was in England at the outbreak of war, together with his German-born wife Sonia.
He had met Sonia while he was studying at the University of Berlin. On the declaration of war Sonia fled to Switzerland. Their two sons were at school in Germany
and, on reaching military age, they were enlisted in the German army and served
on the Russian front.
Early in 1940 F R P was recruited to work for the Special Operations branch as a
translator of German items; I understand that this work was in London.
The first letter from Sonia that I have seen was posted from Zurich on the 13th of
April 1940 addressed to F R P at 7 Half Moon Street in London W1; this address has
been crossed out and, in manuscript, C/o Passport Control Dept, Foreign Office, SW1
written in. It is said that the address was connected with MI 9, the dirty tricks
brigade. It was in use for a short period only, due no doubt to a number of complaints
This letter was opened by a UK Examiner; the lining of the envelope was removed
before it was resealed with a type 1 interim "Opened by Examiner" label with the
examiner's number 1881 inserted in blue crayon. On the reverse is a London meter
mark for 22 APR 1940, so it took 9 days from ZUrich to London.
The second letter was posted on the 26th of May 1940 in ZUrich, still addressed to
F R P at Half Moon Street, but this time it is re-directed to: c/o Room 47, Foreign
Office, Whitehall, S W 7. This address was one of several used by Military Intelligence, it was used for a short period for the personal mail of people employed at
various secret locations in Britain. It is unusual in that it does not appear to
have been opened by a censor/examiner.
The next letter I have is dated the 19th of April 1945; this is addressed to F R P
at: 37 Charles Str., English Speaking Union Club, London W1 and is re-directed to
Box 111, Bletchley, Bucks. Sent airmail it is franked 50c and again cancelled in
ZUrich; opened by Examiner 397. In this letter Sonia is complaining that she is short
of money, she has had to buy several items of clothing and the rent of her room has
been increased.

Figure 1 - the cover of April 1940
Is there an explanation of the
letters "GC & CS" in the top
left corner of the cover?

Figure 2 - the cover of May 1940
(F R Ps great, great grandfather is
listed in Larousse as Baron Lovel
and Holland and his killer as "a
fool named Bellingham".)
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the 1945 cover

(In the last month of the
war Mrs Perceval felt it
was possible to add her
husbands rank, 'F/L'.)

I am looking for a cover from the period 1942-44. If anyone has such a cover I
would be very happy to see a photocopy of same. Please look through your covers.
(Should these undercover addresses be in Entwistle's 1992 booklet? Ed.)
GLACIER GARDEN IN LUZERN page 58 last month. Stuart MacKenzie sent a copy of the
booklet issued in 1911. These pages add interesting background to the subject.

Attestation*)
In the autumn of 1872, Mr. Amrein-Troller was having
a cellar dug in the proximity of the monument.of the Lion
at Lucerne. After having removed a stratum of arable
earth, several feet in thickness, and another layer of shingles,
the workmen struck upon the firm grey rock of the country,
in which were sunk many deep excavations, caldron-shaped,
at the bottom of which lay large round blocks of Alpine
rock. I was called in to examine the nature of the surface,
which was soon to be destroyed by further digging and
blasting. Along the sides of this first Glacier Mill, several
more were discovered.
Encouraged by competent men, the owner determined
not to destroy the rock, but rather to embellish it by plantations, and so to render it accessible to such as felt an
interest in these wonderful natural phenomena.
There can be no doubt that these caldron-looking excavations owe their origin to the action of erosions at the
foot of cascades. The rounded boulders, seen at the bottom
of the mills, have been whirled about by water and have
polished the mills by friction. It is in vain we look for
the cliffs from which the water must have fallen in a torrent
upon the surface of the rock; but what we do notice is
that this surface is furrowed and scratched between the
mills, as only glaciers can belabour their rocky beds. The
boulders that lay in the mills are erratic, i. e. have been
dragged to this place, by the glaciers of an epoch long
past, from the innermost parts of the Alps. Many of them,
which were before the excavations, covered with layers of detritus and of arable land, show the characteristic furrows •
and scratches of the stone blocks which are caught between
glacier and rock, and have been polished by the slow, forward progress of the former. The boles in Lucerne have,
incontestably, been hollowed out by the torrents of melted
snow that dashed down the steep end of the formerly mighty
glacier, or rushed through the ice-crevices down to the
ground, and the now-disappeared cliff was glacier-ice. It
.) We place this attestation at the head of our little..work, for the
reason that every year some visitors of the Glacier-Garden seem still
to entertain an entirely erroneous conception of the diséovery of the
Iilaci4-r Trots (or mills!.
-

was in those long-by-gone Mays, when the glaciers were
descending form the Airs, and had extended as far even
as--the-.1-a+at--nlonntains ; that l-lt mills of the lacier Garden were formed. The Giant Pots were filled by the moraines
from a glacier giving way under the effect of a warmer
climate, and the detritus brought down by the torrent,
and have remained thus hidden till they were exposed to
view in the autumn of 1872.
Like discoveries have been made, as is well known, in
Scandinavia, and in other parts of Switzerland ; but the
glacier-mills in Lucerne surpass any of those by the perfection of their forms and the distinctness of the phenomenon. To meet the doubts expressed by some visitors,
whether man's hand had not assisted nature, I hereby testify
both as a geologist and as an eye-witness of the first
unexpected discovery, as also of tha subsequent careful
excavations of this so wonderful phenomenon, that the hand
of man had nothing whatever to do with the formation
of these glacier-mills, and polished surface of the
glacier, nor with the erratic boulders that lie about
or in those mills, but that we have here to deal with
a marvelous operation of free organic nature, a relic
of a time when these countries were not yet inhabited by man.
Zurich, 1876.

Albert Heim,
Professor of Geology at the Federal Polytechnic School •
and at the University in Ziirich.

The booklet is worth searching for in
book dealers or charity shops. The back
has adverts for the Vitznau—Rigi cogwheel railway, claiming 120 000 passengers
each year, and a Pension in Luzern with
terms from 7fr and "Surrounded by large
garden; no dust.". Listed in Baedeker
as 'temperance' and 'hydropathic' Ed.
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POST COACHES, HORSE DRAWN TO STEAM DRIVEN

September 2003
M Rutherfoord

In 1850 the Post Office Department issued a large map to all POs showing the routes,
times and distances of all the Federal coach routes, for which they had the monopoly
over the whole country to carry passengers, parcels, letters and cash. These four
"divisions" remained valid until a couple of years ago when the SP introduced another
product, namely Express letters. However, they are losing their monopoly in stages,
slowly. On the back page is an excerpt from this map showing Zurich and surroundings.
Note the train shown on the connection to Baden, and the ships on the lakes, both
being used to transport mail under contract.
Distances are shown in "Hours" and eighths therof, ie, 4.8km with an "eighth" of
600m. Another peculiarity is that the times of Departure and Arrival on this map are
shown with the morning times given in Arabic figures, and the afternoon times in
Roman figures, that is the opposite to the method used on the date cancellers.
Below is shown a "Railway Man of Switzerland of 1858". The thick broken lines show
tracks under construction, and the thin broken lines refer to Projects with a Federal
Concession, but that have not yet started (not enough money and support?). Note especially the line from Chur to Bellinzona and Arona, which has still not been built
as planned then. In addition is an extract from the list in "History of the Swiss
Posts, 1849-1949" by Ernest Bonjour which gives the opening dates of all sections
of the Swiss railway network. (This complete list was offered to members in the July
2002 Newsletter on page 55; 3fr in current mint Swiss stamps to me or the Editor.)
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M Rutherfoord

- that during his recent holiday in Zermatt our President Tony Hoyle found out more on
the recent fusion of the Furka-Oberalp Bahn and the Brig-Zermatt Bahn, to form the new
Matterhorn-Gotthard Bahn with headquarters in Brig. This smooths the Glacier Express
route on the RhUtischeBahn, to the new company on its way to Zermatt. He noticed that
the TPO was still being used, and sent me a cancel to prove it, see figure 1. I must
now check that the Furka TPO is still operating, as I suspect it is. Will they now
make new cancellers for the line?
- that in a not-so-well-known cancel record book of Basel District HQ I have come
across an important reference to the 'Bale 2 Outre Mer' cancel which has been mentioned before in April this year on page 32 and in the DYK column of November 1997,
see figure 2. Note that the canceller date is meaningless, i.e., as delivered with
'III' a.m. and 'a.' p.m. shown together. My interpretation is that this cancel was
delivered to Basel 2 on 14.1.08, while the Office cancel was delivered somewhat later,
on 19.VI.08. In the Guller record book this cancel, No. 431, is shown on page 30 of
Volume 4 (de Coppet flexible) with the date of 8.1.08, which was the date of delivery
to the PTT. This lines up well with the date shown in April of 23.VII.08 on a card
from Gersau to Délémont (which is a bit confusing).
- that in the Stumpp Auction of 21.7.03 there were a number of curious PJ 'misprints';
figure 3 shows the most exotic example where each mis-perforated stamp of the four
values printed 1925 must have come from a complete sheet. Where are the others?
- that figures 4 & 5 I picked up in a club packet, as I had heard of them before, but
have not heard if they are from a fake event or what, just laid on to celebrate 'something. According to the Zumstein-Muller TPO booklet, Interlaken-Lauterbrunnen TPO
used this cancel from 1940 to 1970, and the Interlaken-Grindelwald from 1939 to 1971.
Shown are the bottom left corners of the unaddressed covers, with the text in black,
otherwise correctly franked. Beware of this 'rarity', worth only a shilling or so.
- that the SP in their programme of using English expressions for all their services
have recently introduced 'PostMail' to take over 'Briefpost' and others; is there a
confusion with 'eMail'? In addition the classic four main departments, since 1849,
have now all been __r.ensmPd _ l__PostMail, PaketPost,___PostAuta,__PostFinance,- and-the newcomer
mentioned here previously ExpressPost!
- that figure 6 shows another curiosity. In the field of 'PP' the PO of origin must
be shown; somehow this was forgotten but with their attractive pictorial cancel nearby,
K 283 (12.VIII.61) who would complain? A new K cancel, for Tenniken (a few kilometres
south of Sissach in Basel-Land) gives, for the first time, a www address for more
information, see figure 7. I have been told by UK friends that it is amazing what a
surfeit of information one can obtain this way from the smallest places in Switzerlan
And, finally, an old cancel of Quinten, figure 8, for those interested.
(If you have found something interesting on the net then share the 'address' with the
other readers who may also have access to the 'www' - send details to the Editor!)

BALE: 2

(OUTR E MGR)

La Cornichs
son vignob:e

Figure

Dernier jour d'emploi
Dernier jour d'emploi
Timbre a date • BAH NPOST• Timbre a date •BAHNPOST
Interlaken - Grindelwald
Interlaken - Lauterbrunnen
CI nli rP

4

6

(Good wine
worth the
detour, Ed.)
Figure 8
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No. 10 October 2003
UNIVERSALA ESPERANTO-ASOCIO - Genève (Svislando)

Stuart R MacKenzie

Two Esperanto Congress have been held in Switzerland and both had special cancels;
1913 Bern & 1925 Geneve (note the caption on the Bern card.)
In 1926 the Association issued its
own 'Reply coupons' for 10 "Frk.Svis."
Generals vidajo kaj la Ursejo
in a folder for values of 30 & 50c
BERN. Generalansicht mit Bärengraben.
for letters up to 20 & 40g
.

BUNDESFEI
FETE NATIONALS FES

UNIVERSALA ESPERANTO-ASOCI0
CENTRA OFICEIO: 12, Boulevard du Théâtre, GENEVE (Svislando)
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ESPERANTISTA RESPONDKUPONO
Por internacia
afranko de unu
letero 40 grama

VALORO:
50 centimoj svisaj

N-ro-f

Akceptata de la Centra Of”

Valoro 10 Frk. svis.

Esperantista
Por internacia
afranko de unu
letero 20 grama

Respondkuponaro

Akceptata de la Centre Ofic
mendoj kis plej malfrue 31 Dec

UNIVERSALA
ESPERANTO-ASOCIO

GENEVE,
la lan de Decembro 1926.

12, BOULEVARD DU THEATRE
GENEVE (Svislando)
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October 2003

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

In accordance with the Society's rules notice is hereby given that the fifty-seventh
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held on Wednesday, 12th November 2003
at 6.30 p.m. prompt at the Union Jack Club, Sandell Street, London SEI 8UJ
AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 13 th November 2002 and published in
the December 2002 edition of the Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter
3. Matters arising from the Minutes
4. Chairman's Address
5. Hon. Secretary's Report
6. Hon. Treasurer's Report and Statement of Accounts
7. Appointment of Auditor
8. Hon. Packet Secretary's Report
9. Librarian's Report
10. Election of Officers and Members of the Society's Committee for 003/2004
11.Motions and Resolutions
12. Any Other Business
NOMINATIONS Nominations for the election of Officers and Members of the
Committee i.e. Chairman, Vice-chairman, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer and (not
exceeding) twelve members of the Committee, should be sent to the Hon. Secretary in
writing to reach him not later than Monday, 10 th November 2003.
RESOLUTIONS Any member desiring to move a Motion or Resolution at the Annual
General Meeting must give notice in writing, enclosing the text, to the Hon. Secretary
not less than 14 days before the Annual General Meeting.
Peter Vonwiller Hon. Secretary.
Claude Mistely Chairman.

All members who can, are asked to attend this meeting
when they will have the opportunity to make clear their views regarding
the running of the Society whilst putting forward suggestions for the future
There will be an auction immediately following the AGM. Members should ensure that lots
have an identifying reference and submit a list in duplicate with individual short selling
descriptions for the benefit of the auctioneer.

World War II Mail from Switzerland to Great Britain, Canada & the United States:
A Postal History Handbook. Our member Charles LaBlonde has just a few copies left
for sale. Further details and his address are on page 62 of the August Newsletter
WORLD WAR II PRISONER OF WAR POST - RETURNED LETTERS FROM SWITZERLAND
As a result of the, letters which appeared in the Newsletter, May 2000 . page 37, July
2000 pages 49 & 50, May 2003 page 40, members of the AHPS have asked for others to
come forward so that dates of use and types can be pooled for a future article.
Ernie Bergman and Charles LaBlonde either own or know about six items but a source
reports that over 200 000 of these things were sent each week at the end of the war
so where are the rest? As they are not sent from. Switzerland then you will have to
look in other boxes at dealers and fairs - they are a GB product: Get searching now
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Peter Vonwiller — Honorary Secretary.

As a Society member you have a monthly Newsletter providing opportunities to exchange information. You can
attend meetings, sell and buy via the Sales Packet and borrow literature from the Society Library. Now, thanks to
those members who responded to the Questionnaires sent out under cover of the Newsletter, it has been possible to
collate a considerable amount of data, which has the potential to provide members with even greater benefits.
Some of these can be made immediately available; others will take some time to work through.
For the first time in many years lists are available detailing members' particular interests. As a result, enquiries
addressed to the Newsletter Editor or the Secretary can now be passed to those particular members who are likely
to be in a position to provide specialist information. This information will also enable the Packet Secretary to direct
material, where appropriate, to those most likely to appreciate it.
Some thirty of our members scattered throughout the UK have indicated their willingness to give displays based on
their Swiss collections. Many of our members belong to local Philatelic Societies and invariably these are looking
for Speakers. So please help your local Programme Secretary by having him contact me so that I can put them in
touch with a suitable speaker. At the same time you will be providing first class publicity for Swiss philately in
general and the HPS in particular. Direct requests for speakers too should now be handled more effectively.
In addition to the long established London meetings, the Wessex Group Meetings have now become permanent
features of the Society's calendar, and earlier this year a meeting took place in Worcester. For 2004 it is planned to
hold three meetings in Salisbury and certainly one in Worcester. Several members have indicated their willingness
to investigate the possibilities of setting up other Groups in strategic UK locations. Members can look forward
therefore to learning more about these either via the Newsletter or by receiving a letter/phone call from a fellow
member.
We have three members who have indicated their willingness to assist in organising Postal/Website Auctions.
Realistically these will not materialise overnight but, with support, could prove of considerable benefit to
individual members in their search for material whilst also providing additional revenue for the Society.
Readers of the Newsletter can not fail to be aware that our Editor is continually looking for material to edit! Some
thirty members have now offered to `put pen to paper". Armed with their names, and knowing something of their
particular interests, the Editor will hopefully now be in a position to include a greater variety of articles. Should
you not be one of the volunteers there is of course nothing to prevent you from sharing your thoughts and
information by writing to Peter Hobbs. He will be delighted to hear from you!
The names of those members who have indicated an interest in Liechtenstein are being passed to our Chairman
Claude Mistely and it is hoped that the Liechtenstein Study Circle can be revitalised. Contact with the Austrian
Philatelic Society may also prove rewarding since this "little philatelic gem" is also collected by some of their
members .
More than two dozen members have indicated that they would be likely to attend a Society meeting if it were held
in London on either a Saturday or a Sunday. A similar number have also expressed interest in attending the
occasional social event. Your Committee will therefore be considering how best these activities might be
structured, including the possibility of combining both! For good measure an Auction might be included as well!
The names of those members who have expressed an interest in working with The Swiss Railways Society are
being passed to our Chairman; a member of both Societies Claude is in an ideal position to bring members
together.
A number of our members have indicated that they would like to establish direct contact with other members
sharing similar collecting interests or living locally. It is proposed therefore to circulate to these members a list
containing their names, the area in which they live, their telephone numbers and their collecting interests.
As indicated some of the foregoing benefits will become apparent quite quickly; some will take a little longer. All
will require a considerable amount of work on the part of certain members of our Society. To them go thanks for
their support to date and more especially for the work still to be undertaken. To those of you who have hesitated to
become involved it is not too late to do so — if you have an uncompleted questionnaire please fill it in and return it
to me (if it is lost let me know and I'll happily send a copy). To those members who, for one reason or another, are
unable to become more actively involved may you continue to enjoy the increasing benefits of membership.
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LONDON MEETING 10th December - POSTAL STATIONERY (Back of the Book). The idea behind
the title is to see what members have in the way of. Postal Stationery which is not
run of the mill. The following pages in the Ganzsachen Spezialkatalog and Handbuch
may give you some ideas:
1984 edition
2002 edition
118-130
258-273
Dienstpostkarten der SBB
130
274
Rhftischen Bahn
131
275
Industrielle Kriegswirtschaft
131-136
276-300
Schweiz. PTT-Betriebe, including
Telephone, new number, Postcode,
new address (and radio licence)
136-140
306-344
'Private Stationery'
151-173
223-257
Amtliche Formulare ohne Wertstempelaufdruck
(Official forms without stamp impression, including
Postfree correspondence, Money Orders, Receipts,
International Reply Coupons, Correspondence for the
Troops, Internment Mail, Proofs (and 'what have you').)
LONDON MEETINGS - PARTICIPATION IN DISPLAYS - "All Members" does mean this as it is
realised that if you are unable to be present then send your contributions in the
form of PHOTOCOPIES.. Ring Bob Johnson, 020 8567 6822, for details of who will be
at the meeting and send your contribution to him or the Chairman at least a week
before the date. (It works well as the Editor sends photocopies when he is not editing!)
There is no reason why members should not do the same for the Northern Group!
WW I POWs - Does any member have information on correspondence from Germany to the
following address: "Schweizer Freimaurer Bureau fur Nacsforschung & Verschwundenen"
in Lausanne. Was it one of the organisations which was listed on the PTT 'freepost'
arrangement? There is/was a foolscap listing of such 'Bureau' lent to a member at
a meeting in Chippenham some years ago, and never returned to the Editor.
MODERN HOTEL POST STAMPS?

a query from Derek & Ruth Dawson

The items shown below .appear on two envelopes sent from Sils/Segl Maria in the Engadin.
As the envelopes are both C5 size the relevant details have been 'condensed'. The
first is what appears to be a Hotel Post 'Stamp' on a cover from the Hotel Waldhaus
to an address in 5400 Baden but the cancellation has no date but is otherwise the
same as the K-cancel shown on the other cover, K 428, in use since 1967. The stamp
border is a very soft green colour. Does anyone know anything about this and are there
any more? The second cover has a lovely vignette of Sils and the normal K-cancel on
70c stamp, this time addressed to 3704 Krattigen. As both have definitely been through
the postal system what is the explanation for the dateless cancel and 'stamp'?

Hotel Waldhaus
CH-7514 Sils-Maria, Engadin
(Switzerland)

K 428
Frau
Dr. Elisabeth Reinle
Am Kreuzliberg 3
CH-5400 Baden
Herr and Frau

Alfred and Rosmaric L.uginbiihl
Moos
3704 Krattigen
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M Rutherfaord

The three cards illustrated were sent to me by Tony Hoyle, with the above question
My understanding has been confirmed by several experienced collectors.
As with railway TPOs, the place of origin, Weggis and Gersau for instance, is
stamped on in the TPO or, in this case, the lake steamer. Each steamer would carry
a full set of such cancellers for all the stops at which mail would be collected or
handed over. This straight-line cancel would be applied at the same time as the ship's
cds. This additional work was done to establish if the postage paid was in accordance
with the 10km rule for reduced letter rate, measured in a straight line between the
sender's And the recipient's P0. As there was no reduced rate for postcards, why
bother. Perhaps a combination of touristic, statistic or bureaucratic reasons. Collectors certainly appreciate the additional information.
However, the Iseltwald card cannot be so easily be explained, as this lies on Lake
Brienz, with no railway station. I suspect it received the straight-line cancel on
the ship which took it the short journey to Interlaken - Ost, but in error, without
the ship's cds. This was corrected by the TPO's Ambulant cds.
Has anyone some similar cards which are not quite clear? Please send photocopies
to the Editor. Any comments on this explanation would also help future research.
.

Figure 1 - Weggis Luzern-Fltielen
27.V.08.22* to UK
*Ship or Train's trip number.
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Northern Group Report. Saturday, 6th September saw the start of this group's season of meetings at

Leeds when members were welcomed by the newly installed chairman, Cedric Dry. It was a
momentous day; no football was played at the City ground, England beat Macedonia and every
member who attended our meeting contributed some recent acquisitions. So what more could one ask
for? It would be too tedious to name each contributor and list everything that was brought along, so let
me simply give a cross section of what was displayed and which virtually covered the wide spectrum
of what Swiss philately has to offer. Pre-stamp letters, the earliest of which was one from Venice to
Zurich in 1620 and another, ninety years later from Baden to Glasgow. A publication relating to the
1957 Graphic Exhibition held in Lausanne with the 5c. Publicity stamp (Z328) on the front cover.
Two members displayed a range of Sitting and Standing Helvetia issues. Some of the former were in
half sheets plus a set overprinted "Ausser Furs", whilst the latter displayed a wide range of flaws.
Postcards, old and new, covers with a wide range of cancellations and cachets, items from the two
World Wars, the League of Nations and United Nations and a number of airmail items formed a large
portion of the display. We were treated to a philatelic-photographic tour around Zermatt and the
Matterhorn area with a description of the new railway company Matterhorn-Gotthard Balm referred to
by Michael Rutherfoord in the September Newsletter. Then came items that, to the best of my
knowledge, no-one had seen before and although not philatelic, on occasion have merited special
postal cancellations, a small collection of "Schutzenfest" medals from various regional competitions.
As the chairman remarked in thanking members for their contributions, the season had started with an
excellent kick-off. Finally, let me conclude with the question posed by one member. "Who owns the
Matterhorn?" Answers to our national president, not to me! D.C.
TWELVE PACKETS (12) are now in circulation but some members have experienced problems
when attempting to contact the next on the list.
I suggest that if there is no response to a second try you move down the list to the
first available member. Our insurer is hopeful that by following this course the
number of claims for lost packets will be reduced.
.I have been advised that another Society having already used the 'phone ahead' method
reduced losses considerably. Our insurer has said that if there is no reduction in
lost packets generally then they have no alternative but to raise premiums.
When returning the Remittance Slip please remember to include the 15p levy, this
is acceptable as current mint postage stamps.
D S

WESSEX GROUP MEETING AT THE CLOVELLY HOTEL, Salisbury - Saturday 18th October.
Martin Mantell will give a display of Postage Dues. The doors open at 13.30 hrs and
D S
the display starts at 14.00 hrs. The meeting closes at 16.30 hrs.
Come along and meet fellow members.

I.G.STAMPS

SWITZERLAND
Please visit my Web site

hftp://wvAv.igstamps.com
Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history

.

Each item has a brief description and picture.
You can search for your particular collecting interest.
As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list.
Those members who do not have a computer please contact me
I will send you a printed copy of your collecting interests.
Ian Gilchrist, I.G.Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG1 1 SL,
England
E Mail admin@igstamps.com
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M Rutherfoord

- that the UNESCO stamps have appeared and, to my mind, are a little weak, printed in
Berlin in sheets of six only. That means if you want only one or a pair, and don't
live near one of the six Philatelic Counters, then you have to depend on your charm
and a co-operative counter clerk. In "Focus" it mentions that the left-hand coupon of
the sheetlet can be used to get a discount of some sort at each of the five sites.
There is nothing about this on the coupon itself, so non-readers of "Focus" are left
in the dark
- that this is not the only souvenir aspect, there is also an attractive item to be
had for CHF 18. 7 . This is a little booklet with some nice photos of the five sites,
and some very small views too, the text being in five languages. But, there are five
picture postcards without impressed value and a set of mint stamps, which can be combined to make a set of maximum cards. However 5 x 90c = 4.50 for the stamps, added to
five postcards at 1fr each, makes a total of 9.50fr. OK if someone gives this to you
as a souvenir.
- that next year there will be a follow up with the 6th site, San Giorgio, as I
mentioned last month.
- that the BBZ for October mentions that a second 5.00 embroidered stamp with a serious
error has been found. The first had no figures at all, this one has the last "0"
missing so keep your eyes open:
- that figures 1 & 2 show another curious development in international mails. The
first is a regular private machine impression in black, applied by the Swiss Post
International in Germany to a junk mail cover; the DEOI8 is a code number to identify
the sender should the letter be returned to Basel as undeliverable. The second was
printed on a similar junk cover, but note that the sender's address is in Switzerland,
8808 Pfll.ffikon. I can only assume that this was produced complete in Germany and then
brought over the border by SPI. Both covers were addressed to Zurich.
- that the SP are using a wide variety of different styles ter their cancellations,
figures 3 to 5, as noted before. Keep your eyes open for figure 4, it should be used
on all correspondence from the main office in Bern, but it could have been a little
more exciting.
- that on page 47 of the June Newsletter figure 2 showed a machine slogan which mentiöns
the six cantons which are celebrating this year their membership, and independence,.
in the Swiss Confederation. Now another slogan, figure 6, has appeared for the Canton
of Thurgau and their Capital, Frauenfeld. This is also shown on the cds, figure 7.
- that I have discovered something for the Standing Helvetia buffs, see figure 8. As
part of the present rigorous government policy of saving money in every way possible,
many suggestions have been made, this in connection with an advertising campaign.
- that Roberto Di Casola has brought out a further listing, in full colour, of all
known versions of the present change-over of the franking machines used in Switzerland,
as mentioned here briefly earlier. Send a 10 Euro note to him at via Ferri 29,
CH-6900 Lugano, for a copy of this useful handbook, 20 pages, with text in Italian,
French and German; the 2-page _ introduction should be ordered _ in--whichever of these
languages that you prefer.
- that our Editor has not been overwhelmed with correct answers to my little question
in the June DYK; the other stamp showing the St.Ursanne bridge and St.Nepomuk is the
Europa 40c of 1977, Z 589.

ECONOMY
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Charles•:_J.. LaBlonde, CPhH

The story of this cover begins with a letter from a friend in GB along with a photocopy
of an interesting World War II Swiss cover he had seen at a weekend stamp bourse. He
recognized the cover as a fine piece of WW II correspondence and in this he was certainly correct. Lets first examine the postal history aspects of the cover.
The letter, addressed to Zurich, was posted on 9 April 1945 in Gerrard's Cross,
Buckinghamshire, England and was correctly paid at 3d postage for a surface letter
plus 3d for registration = total postage of 6d. Great Britain censored the letter
(quite late in the war for this) and closed it with the white P.C. 90 tape of Examiner
1963. The sender noted on the front "Cherbourg" which was the correct routing for
surface mail .between GB and Switzerland at this time.
From the backstamps we see that the letter arrived in ZUrich on 15 April 1945 at 8pm
and was logged in by ZUrich 13 (Oberstrass), on 16 April at 5pm. The addressee was not
at home to receive the letter. In this case the postman left a notice in the mailbox
and took the letter back to the post office where he attached a yellow slip to the
front of the letter noting his delivery attempt. We see on the yellow slip (violet
pencil) that the letter would be held until 20 April. If not claimed by that date it
would be returned to the sender.
It was this yellow slip that attracted me to the letter. Normally, when the recipient
collected such a letter at the post office, the yellow slip was removed. Very seldom
does one find a letter such as this with the yellow slip still attached (the first one
I have seen in 30 years).
Quite proud of my new acquisition .I sent a copy to Michael Rutherfoord for his
opinion of the cover. Very quickly Michael called me with the following message: "Nice
cover, but did you read the address?" Sheepishly I admitted that I had never paid any
attention to the address. The letter is addressed to Mr Arthur Ruling (as best I can
read the writing) in care of Frau Professor Einstein at Huttenstrasse 62 in ZUrich! Wow!
When Albert Einstein won the Nobel Prize in 1922 he gave the entire prize money
($32 500) to his ex-wife, Mileva Marie-Einstein, whom he had divorced in 1919. With
the money Mileva bought three houses in ZUrich and attempted to live from the rental
income while raising their two sons. The house at 62 Huttenstrasse was one of the
three. She lived in this house until her death in 1948 at age 73. On a dark , rainy
night last November Michael and I visited the house at Huttenstrasse 62. What a thrill!
This is how I learned to "Read the Address, Dummy'" (This was published in 'Tell'
in September 2003.) For anyone interested, I found a very nice biography of Albert
Einstein called, Einstein - A Life by Denis Brian, John Wiley and Sons, 1996.
.

Wanted; Second-hand Zumstein Catalogue. 1992 preferred, but other
editions considered. Reasonable price paid. Call Neville Nelder
ailmse.com
on 01453-750825, or email seitani
For Disposal; Davo Album containing about 1000 stamps, mainly 19601983, mint,used, duplicated pages, + many unused blank pages, mainly UN&
Offices. £10 + collection/ or will deliver at a Society meeting. Neville Nelder
01453-750825
Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
Prin+arl by 12P\,f Re:,rnvranhics (Chichester) Ltd.. Chichester GB

Your advert could
fill a space such
as this and help
both you and the
Editor. What have
you got that is
not suitable for
the packet?
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WHICH SWISS STAMPS ARE STILL VALID?

This question has been answered in the Newsletter a number of times, but now the Swiss
Post has made public a very interesting and useful brochure. First issued in December
2001 for internal use only, format A5, 68 pages in full colour, four languages D,F,I,E
The 2nd edition of May 2003 (No. 151450) still mentions all stamps as of January 2002
only, but is now available at all Philatelic counters, gratis, or by post direct from
3030 Bern. Write now, fax or email too, to make sure of a copy, it's useful. A copy
is also available in the Society Library.
During the writing of this report I have discovered that a 12-page supplement has
been issued, dated March 2003, but printed 12.02 with 10 000 copies, so mainly for
internal use.
There are 11 sections showing all valid basic stamps in chronological order, but
not exactly in the classic Zumstein manner. Postal stationery is included. Each
item is shown under the year of issue only, no further details are noted. The titles
used in the Table are as used in the English text.
STAMP TYPE
Definitive stamps
Machine stamps
Special stamps
without premium
Alpine Post
4.
Swiss Alps Post
5.
Portraits
6.
Europa stamps
7.
Special stamps
with premium

1.
2.
3.

B-. PTO

Par r1

Pro Juventute
9.
10. Miniature sheets
special issues with
and without premium
11. Postal stationery

PAGE QUANTITY PERIOD FROM
4
11
12
32
32
33
35

188 15 1938 High Values
1978, corrected in the Supplement
12+1
1961
358 26
2
8
34
80

42- .— _

-b-S

48
54

159
(22)

1953 only
1965-76
1969-90
2 1957 (none in 1958)

1964
5 1964
1 1963 (53 individual numbered stamps

4

53
61

55 10 1935 see illustration overlaef
1108 63

The first column under "Quantity" is that of the main brochure, and the second from
that of the Supplement. Note that in the nominal period of only 15 months no less
than 63 new items were issued. This gives a total of 1171 basic items each with a
separate Zumstein number, but special papers, phosphor, fluor etc. are not taken into
account, nor the extended family of postcards having the 1935 Numeral. Fair enough.
Following correction of the Frama listing there remains the problem of three items
not shown, but not declared "non-valid" to the best of my knowledge, namely the two
packet labels of 1994 for 300c & 350c, as well as the special aerogramme of 1998 used
for the joint issue Exhibition in Peking. Who will discover the next forgotten item?
I find this listing very useful; to establish quickly when a certain stamp was
issued, how many were there in an extended set or group over many years and nowhere
else collected together in this way.

HM V PT-ITT , SOC NEWSL I 56th year

I No.11 I pp 81-88 I London Nov 2003 ISSN 0951-0001

Page 82

November 2003

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

The new postcards, post 1998, can be sorted out quickly, especially as the new
Zumstein catalogue (2002)'does not show all the illustrations that it should.
Section 10 is unfamiliar, but probably easier for non-philatelic counter staff to
follow. This brochure, complete with supplementary items, can be downloaded from the
Swiss Post internet site www.post.ch - try it.

1938

1935

HELVETIA

1948
1951

1962

1959

Other internet sites members may like to visit are: vsphv.ch - briefmarkensammler.ch
fsph.ch - timbres-poste.ch - sbz-vsphv.ch -briefmarken.ch and, of course our own
site at www.swiss-stamps.org.uk .

THE NEW LETTER CENTRES IN SWITZERLAND

M Rutherfoord

This subject has been dealt with a number of times in the DYK pages as it evolved,
these maps show the three main stages in the development of these powerful code/sort
postal installations.
1. - 1998 When the old PTT was superseded by the new Swiss Post on the 2nd of January
1998 all the existing 13 installations were redesiginated, and 10 new, so-called
Sub-centres were created. These used old machinery and could sort only at smallér
places, the coding having been done at the larger plants. This was something new and
probably unique. All machines could read most hand-written addresses. Practically all
letters could be sent automatically to the specific postman for his round.

Basel

LETTER CENTRES 1998
H - Main centre
3
R - Regional centre 10
10
S - Sub-centre

Biel

Baden
Aarau (S)
Often (.170
(S

Schaffhausen
Winterthur

®

(5 fit Gallen
Zurich

Wil

(FR

Bern

Neuch9tel
(s)

C®
Luzern

Zug

r)

CU

Chur

Fribourg tun
Lausanne

(S
Geneve

Sion

Brig

Bellinzona

(n)

Lugano

.
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2. - 2003 Reduction to 18 centres, mainly by closing 5 Sub-centres and up-rating one,

Fribourg, to Regional status in 2000. Coding system changed, now unreadable by the
lay collector, like me! The last days were: 9.6.01 - 6300 Zug, 8200 Schaffhausen 1
and 9500 Wil SG 1. On 8.6.02 - 6900 Lugano 3. On 6.7.02 - 2000 Neuchatel 2.
At these times all the Handstamps and Machine crowns, with the texts Brief zentru
Centre Courier and Centro Lettere, were withdrawn.
LETTER CENTRES 2003
H - Main centre
3
R - Regional centre 11
4
S - Sub-centre

3. - 2008 The projected final date of completion, using the most modern high-speed

code/sorters complete with sequencing facility (sorting into the order of the houses
in every postman's round). However, 3-4000 operators would lose their jobs. This
caused a row when first broached in November 2002 as only 3 centres were planned. For
months regions, Cantons and trade unions opposed the Post plans, and many combinations
were examined. At the end of May 2003 a final decision was made - 3 main centres as
before, but with 6 Sub-centres, distributed across the country. It was not stated if
these new sub-centres would be able to sort only. Work would probably start on at
least two green-field sites in 2004.
LETTER CENTRES 2008
•

H - Main centre
s - Sub-centre

3
6

Carts-oorresgondence

TARASP KURHAUS or Tarasp Bad as it is called
in the 1900 edition of Cook's Tourists' Handbook."One of the most important bathing estab
lishments in Switzerland." The Baths were
built in 1864 and enlarged in 1879..
Ray Clegg sent this copy of a card with
the cds of -1IX 72. He says that Gebert
lists the first cds as being issued on the
1st July 1872, is this one of the earliest
copies known? It arrived in Zurich same day!
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NEW MEMBERS - The Society is pleased to welcome Mr Richard Berliand of Lingfield
and Dr Martin .Robinson of Southampton.
FRED BIERI, the creator of the first Swiss Soldier Stamps. Can anyone help Fred
Hoadley with a photograph or copy of a picture or even a source where he may find
one? You can ring him on 01 403 71 19 87 or email: annefred@btinternet.com
MOUTIER (BE) postcode 2740 - Neville Nelder is searching for cancellations on stamp
or cover or piece for his study of Moutier. His family came from there so any ideas
you can offer to him ring 01 453 75 08 25 or email seitani@waitrose.com
CENSORED MAIL -:Neville Nelder would also like advice on Germany military censorship.
You can contact him on the number and email given above.
WANTED - G F`Small collects used pre-1940 stamps and finds it difficult to justify
the expense of new editions of catalogues. Has anyone a second-hand edition of the
Zumstein Specialised up to, say, 5-years old? If you can then ring him on 01 386
42 38 06 to arrange terms which are mutually acceptable.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS - our Honorary Treasurer, Martin Kuriger, has a new address so
will you change it on your programme cards now: 'Brightside' 7 Church Road, HOVETON,
Norfolk NR12 8UG. All phone, fax and email remain the same.
WHERE WERE THE STRAIGHT-LINE CANCELS APPLIED? - page 77, October 2003 Newsletter.
This has produced seven from Colin Griffiths which are not linked with. a TPO of any
sort: RIEDERALP/(WALLIS) with MOEREL cds of 27.VII.03; FLUELA-HOSPIZ with DAVOS DORF
cds of -2.IX.00.-3; Tate noire with MARTIGNY VILLE cds of -8.IX.97.-7; MUrren with
LAUTERBRUNNEN cds of11VIII01; ENGSTLENALP/(BERN) with MEIRENGEN cds of -6 . .VII.02-2;
TANN. with RUTI / VIII P.K. cds of 29 III 75;WEISSBAD with APPENZELL of 17.VII,99-1.
THE AUCTION LOT OF SIX COVERS from Bob Johnson on page 66 of the September Newsletter
produced two more examples of the official postcard No. 4337 from Stuart MacKenzie.
The first is an internal use at Geneve Plan Palais on 1 II 82 XI with GENEVE.D on
the verso. The second was sent by the 'Bureau des Postes, Montreux' on 22.11.95.-with an oval Group 73G that is not in the 'AW' and asked a lady staying in a Montreux
'Pension' to let the office have 'an exact address, as soon as possible' for a
/\;`.^^.
registered letter she had posted that day to Chicago! ^N
4' Tr

;^tne^%

lill

l:;l,t,y ^

FRANCO STEMPEL - also on page 66 in September. Eric Lienhard and Stuart MacKenzie
sent further examples of the use of these rubber. cancellers. They seem to have been
in use from as early as 1911 for use on official correspondence by every Postal District and the HQ departments in Bern. The use seems to have run in parallel with the
Franco labels and the pre-printed marks on other official envelopes. If you have any
more detailed information about this subject send it to the Editor, please.
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PRIVATE POST BERN TO GB in 1955? - A postcard bearing a 5Orp 'label' and cancelled
with two straightlines "AG fffr Messapparate,Bern" & "Preisaufschlag 20%'. Next to
this is a boxed "Wird vom Privatbrief- / trUger befördert.". Down the left side of
the 'label' is "..batt-Span..einBern" and the illustration is of an imposing building
with a double flight of steps up to a porch on the 1st floor. The recipient in Loose,
Maidstone was a Frau Irmgard Duncanson-Tenschur. Any ideas from anyone? John Millener

Wird von Pry vaffb.{ try
fra ec 4 ; 7'Od

For Sale

S
57 - PTT presentation folders, 1964 —1987. PTT ref. Nos. range from 58 to 229,
(not a complete collection). These are the four page folders with gold thread binding,
with CTO first day of issue stamps inside. Some PJ and PP. £35. Contact Allan
Young on 01732-354560.
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The Mysteries of Postage Dues
Martin Mantell gave the 15 members who came to Salisbury on 18 October
in the face of strong competition from the England —S.Africa match in the rugby
World Cup — a fascinating insight into the mysterious world of Postage Dues on cover
Apart from a few specimen overprints, Martin wove his stories around 40
covers taken from his collection, spanning a period of nearly 100 years of postal use,
splitting them between internal and foreign incoming mail + a few rogues, eg Swiss
PD's used in Lichtenstein.
We heard many interesting tales about particular covers from Martin,
including one which engaged his brain-cells to the extent of his waking at 3 am to
look up a specific reference. We heard about the role of the UPU in overruling Swiss
regulations and, most helpfully, he handed out a sheet giving an explanation of PD
charges over the years, charting over 25 principal changes with countless variations..
We even learnt that personal exceptions could be made, as our Hon. Editor achieved
`favourable consideration' through his membership of the local choir!
Those of us who, like me, entered the room as an innocent in the matter of
PD s on cover, left considerably the wiser; I'm sure we all learnt many things of
interest - including Martin, through audience participation.
Don Symonds closed the meeting by thanking Martin, and we all hoped to
have more meetings such as this one in the future.
Neville Nelder

"Potential South Coast Group" We have many members resident in this area, some of
whom have expressed an interest in forming a local area Group. Long time Society member
John Brindley living in Worthing has expressed his willingness to contact members with a
view to setting up a preliminary meeting. So a telephone call from John can be anticipated.
Your Committee will be providing such assistance as is required.
Peter Vonwiller - Hon. Secretary.

I.G.STAMPS

SWITZERLAND
Please visit my Web site

http://wwvv.igstamps.com
Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal histo
Each item has a brief description and picture.
You can search for your particular collecting interest.
As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list.
Those members who do not have a computer please contact me
I will send you a printed copy of your collecting interests.
Ian Gilchrist, I.G.Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG1 1SL,
England

E Mail

admin@igstamps.com
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London Group Meeting Wednesday 8 October 2003

The President had sent his best wishes to the London Group for a successful
season. The Chairman welcomed Fred Hoadley, a regular member of the
Wessex Group and of the former Southern Group who had travelled from
Sussex.
The Letter "S" (Not Simply Switzerland)
Displays were shown by most of the members present which were of
particularly good quality. Cards, stamps and postmarks from places such as
Saas-Fee, St Gallen, St Moritz, the San Bernardino, St Gotthard and Simplon
Passes and the Spannörter and Stanserhorn mountains were shown. Railway
items included the "Spanisch Brötli-Bahn", the Zurich S-Bahn, stations and a
19th Century cover with a Schaffhausen receiving mark. The Chairman
included a small display of Saurer postal coaches depicted on stamps, PTT
trial labels, maximum cards, postal stationery cards and post cards, and the
vice-Chairman, an interesting show of fiscal documents and revenue stamps
from St Gallen. Other displays covered Stamp Exhibitions by Fred Hoadley
with a selection of stamps, miniature sheets, labels and covers from the 1934
NABA to the Millennium Exhibition at St Gallen, Straight Line Postmarks on
Sitting Helvetia issues by Douglas Houtris, a very interesting display of Private
Postal Stationery with some very mixed frankings of late 19 th and early 20 th
CenturyimpdsabJohnMitcel,smarvpotcdiews,
stamps, labels (banned by the PTT shortly after their issue in October 1930)
and documentation issued by Eugen and Bela Sekula, a Ticino related display
by Bob Johnson including some scarce Soldier Stamps from both World Wars
and progressive and other proofs of several 9 th Division stamps from the
Second World War. The evening was concluded by John Cordingley with
some ingenious interpretations including Shades and Shapes featuring the
dies and shades on the 1910 Tell Bust issue, Story related to the book
illustrations on the 1922 National Festival Cards, Six from a label covering
bulk posting with a high value block of six stamps and Shows depicted by an
early Basler Mustermesse card, as well as steamer cancels, a téte-beche
strip, surcharges and stickers (publicity labels). The Chairman, in proposing
the vote of thanks, echoed the views of all present that it had been a most
c PM
informative and enjoyable meeting.
Northern Group Report. During the course of the October meeting it was remarked by one member
that the northeast and northwest areas of Switzerland are little frequented by the English tourist and
rarely merit a mention in the travel brochures to be found at our local agents. Yet these are regions
which have much to offer the visitor who wants to escape the so-called "honey pots" of the Bernese
Oberland, the Tessin and similar places. So, from the philatelists point of view, what had "The Cantons
of the Northwest" got to offer? We were not to be disappointed with what five of the members who
attended the meeting had brought along. A selection of pre-stamp entires from 1771 to 1849,
displaying various cantonal strikes from Basel, Neuchâtel and Solothurn to the neighbouring countries
of France, Austria, Italy and even Ireland as well as within Switzerland, all beautifully illustrated and
thoroughly researched, set the tone for what followed. Cards and covers dealt with the many small
railways which are or were to be found in this northwestern region, with TPO cancellations and other
cachets. It was surprising to note just how many miniature sheets issued over the years are associated
with the cantons of the northwest. Then there were commemorative sheets and numerous examples of
publicity hand cancellations of earlier days, whilst another picture postcard of 1911 displayed a lovely
cachet "Gorges de l'Areuse - Champ du Moulin" (Ct. Neuchâtel). The development of flight was
illustrated with covers flown during the 1920s at various one day events, often when memorials to
casualties during World War I were being dedicated. Other flown items, inland as well as abroad,
showed the importance of the airport at Basel as a transit point for the interchange of foreign airmail
during that early period. Finally, philatelically speaking, there was a tour of the northwest cantons by
rail, bus and boat, again with covers and cards carrying TPO cancels and boat cachets; a selection of
Suchard postal stationery all with SL cancellations and examples of the many stamps relating to the
region, often complemented by photographs of the sites depicted on the said stamps. This last
selection brought us, literally, right up to date - 2003 - with a photograph and block of six of the ProPatria 90+40c "Pont Saint-Jean" at Saint-Ursanne in Canton Jura. So, a philatelic coverage of some
D C_
233 years inside a couple of hours provided all present with a most entertaining afternoon.
-
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M Rutherfoord

- that Swiss philately has recently lost two outstanding veterans:
Dr Alfred Guggisberg, 46 years Editor of the SBZ, died aged 79, on the 22nd of
August 2003. Trained as a lawyer, philately was always his main hobby, with the editorship of the SBZ his lasting work, until he gave that up in December 2002. He was
also an Expert and Judge for classic Swiss material, and a member of the Royal Philatelic Society London.
Heiner Diirst., the world-wide specialist for franking machines, died aged 92, on th e
3rd of October 2003 in Rtischlikon. Practically from the start of business franking
machines in the 1920s he studied them in the greatest detail, first in Switzerland
and then those of Germany and world-wide. His first Swiss catalogue appeared in 1946 ,
and the 5th edition in 1996. Also in Germany his catalogue is the standard work.
Until the day he died he actively followed the latest developments.,
- that when the postal rates go up on the 1st of January 2004 it will be an expensiv e
day for collectors. Three new booklets, ten stamps each, self-adhesive, for A post
100c each, for B post 85c. Then, learning from experience gained the last time the
rates went up, namely the shortage of 10c stamps to make up the new levels, a 15c
stamp is being provided in the third booklet. A;good idea; note the themes used.
- that the number of new postal stationery items will double. Postcards now for th e
A post and B post as before, then the pre-stamped envelopes are now to be had with
windows for business letters, but who will buy them at 10c more than the postage?
- that following the TPO cancel for the Brig-Zermatt line, I have now obtained the
cancel for the Oberalp-Bahn (figure 1), which I was told by a train conductor runs
only from Brig to Oberwald. Regarding. the Rhäitische Bahn I am not sure how many line s
still have a TPO, but figure 2 shows Trip No. 580, the evening train from St.Moritz
at 18.02 to Chur for 20.05, with a TPO only on Monday to Friday. I use "Trip No." as
this is like the "Flight No." of aircraft, to distinguish from "Route No.". See the
current train timetables to see what I mean.
- that every year a big event is held in St.Gallen, the East Switzerland Agricultural
Show, the OLMA, well-known to collectors of the special cancellations. This year a
culinary speciality is shown, the grilled OLMA sausage made of high-quality veal and
quite large, served with a bread roll and mustard, and a serviette too.
- that one knows that fax and other electronic gadgets are used instead of stamped
letters, but figure 4 shows, to me, the first direct notification - "Please use a
stamp, or send (this order form) by fax to 0848- 55 66 85". Sign of the times.
- that the Swiss UNESCO site of the Monastery of ?Alistair has used the "stamp" show n
in figure 5 for its begging letters for a number of years. This is printed on the
cover and, with the advertising material, is handed to the PO in Chur 1 Briefzent
The 'PP' used for such bulk lots does not need a date, but an indication tc where
undeliverable items are to be returned. The PO will have a record of the sender.
- that the Swiss four-digit postcode is used for a number of non-postal application s,
for instance to obtain train and bus tickets from vending machines, and for certain
stickers to- stain par--king perm s-s4 on,.-- Now f igu rä 6 --shows tee thing really new --_ the
identification of cheese, in this case Emmentaler. CH 3113 indicates that this chees e
comes from the village of Rubigen, between Bern and Thun, just to the west of the
Emmental itself. (The Gruyere cheese in the frig at Number Six has the number CH 2089
which should be in the Neuchatel postal area, but is not in the June 2001 list of
postcodes. It claims to be from canton Fribourg and 'overlooking Lac Leman'. The
Editor will be looking at other Swiss cheeses when he can find them.)
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

--

Bitte

frankieren
oder
per Fax an
084855 66 85
7000 Chur 1 BZ

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 4

Figure 5

Figure 6

- that all parcels coming into Switzerland are examined by the customs, then passed
to the postal service to deliver and, perhaps, collect dues and fees. Generally one
can say - do not declare the value to be over CHF 100.- or the equivalent in the
local currency, and mark as a gift. This is the value in the country of manufacture
but don't push the margin of tolerance. Then there should be no VAT or other charge
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ESPERANTO CONGRESSES

John Brindley

Further to. Stuart MacKenzie's article in the October Newsletter I have examples of
a further four Congresses held in SVISLANDO, 1939, 1947, 1955 and 1962.
Dr Louis-Lazare Zamenhof (1859 - 1917) devised a universal language based on the
Romance languages of Europe in 1887. Unfortunately for those outside this group it
was just as difficult to learn as any other foreign language.
(Further information in "Larousse",gives the translation of "Esperanto" as "He who
hopes". Dr Zamenhof published a brochure in 1887, in Russian, with the title 'International Language - Preface and Complete Manual'. Later he published a "Ekzercaro",
a list of exercises in five languages. He also translated Shakespeare's "Hamlet"
into Esperanto! Ed.)
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An interesting subject for a thematic
display. No doubt a lot more material
out there somewhere.
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No. 12 December 2003
LONDON MEETING 10th December - Postal Stationery (Back of the Book), October p 76.
As a "taster" here is "A Business Card from Rheinfelden" from Michael Rutherfoord.
Probably quite common once upon a time, but today not easy to find, a 1953 Express
postcard to Germany with a few interesting cancels. First the rate of 105c with a
red machine frank - 25c postcard & 80c Express. Cancel K2 on Saturday 2.V.53-13
and on the first train to Basel. Basel-Frankfurt (Main) TPO No. 0475, then FrankfurtHannover/:Hamburg TPO and Kassel PO arrival between 5 & 6 am on Sunday the 3rd.Some
535 km in 18 hours - average 30 kph.
The card shows the efficient way in which correspondence could be handled; the top,
carbon and copy, unfolded 147 x 153 mm joined down the left edge, could be put in a
typewriter and all the message
and address completed. Remove
the side strip, file the copy,
fold over the top and join the
pressure-sensitive strips (G)
in a press or roller. This left
an 'albino' impression only
visible under a cross light,
of two lines and the words in
English "Elastic" (the name of
the maker of the system?)
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An example of labour-saving
systems in business as all
people in clerical jobs at the
time, men and women, had to be
able to type. Such a card could
go direct to the post room for
franking.
Now what do you have in the
boxes of stationery you can
photocopy and send to Bob
Johnson for the December 10th
meeting? When the Editor has
finished this Newsletter he
can find some strange items to
send off before he starts the
January issue before Christmas,
and completes it on Boxing Day.
Seasonal Greetings to all.
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MINUTES OF THE FIFTY-SEVENTH
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
held on 12th November 2003 at 6.30 p.m. at the Union Jack Club, Sandell Street, London SE1 8UJ
with sixteen members present.
Mr. Claude Mistely chaired the meeting.
1. Apologies were received from Peter Hobbs, Tony Hoyle and Derrick Slate.
2. The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday, 13 th November 2002. It
was proposed by Mr. Fred Pickard, seconded by Mr. John Mitchell and unanimously agreed that these, as
published in the "Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter" dated December 2002, should be taken as read.
3. There were no Matters arising.
4. The Chairman.Mr. Claude Mistely in his address commented that once again members had been very
fortunate in having good programmes and an excellent Newsletter. The highlight of the London meetings
had been the President's Display. Thanks were due to all who had assisted in the smooth running of the
Society and particularly to the Honorary Secretary for his ongoing work in respect of the Membership
Survey coupled with plans for increasing the benefits of Society membership.
5. The Honorary Secretary. Mr. Peter Vonwiller in presenting his report said that, in addition to dealing
with routine matters of administration, the greatest part of his time as Society Secretary during the past
year had been devoted to the Survey originated the previous year. A Questionnaire had been drafted,
following consultation with the Committee, and sent to those members who had responded originally.
The response rate of 66% whilst somewhat disappointing had nevertheless provided some very clear
indications as to the type of activities responding members were looking to the Society to provide. A
detailed report, together with proposed actions, had appeared in the October Newsletter. The Secretary
was pleased to report that subsequently, offers to reinstate the Southern Area Group and to assist in
organising a Society Postal Auction had been forthcoming from members. It was now The Secretary's
intention, in liaison with The Chairman, to follow up the various possibilities that had been highlighted.
The Survey had also underlined a problem that the Society shares with many similar organisations,
namely that of an ageing membership. For a sound future it was imperative that new members were
recruited. This is something that most members could assist with and thanks were due to Werner Gattiker
for actively publicising Society membership. Some twelve new memberships had been taken out during
the past year corresponding approximately to the number who had passed on or resigned. The next
Stanley Gibbons catalogue featuring Switzerland would include Society contact details and at least one
monthly philatelic journal was about to carry similar information. The Society was now included in the
information document issued by the Swiss Embassy in respect of Swiss organisations operating in the
UK. A Local Area meeting had been held in conjunction with "WORPEX 2003" and it was anticipated
that this would be repeated in 2004.
In concluding his report The Secretary reminded the meeting that complacency could lead to the
demise of The Society and it was incumbent on the membership to build for the future. As collectors we
were but stewards of our inheritance.
6. The Honorary Treasurer. In presenting his report for the Financial Year 20002/2003 Mr. Martin
Kuriger said there had been an excess of expenditure over income of £290.86. This situation had been
predicted the year previously. It was mainly the result of reductions in subscription and interest income,
coupled with increases in respect of meeting room rentals and other costs relating to stationery and
postage.
The cost of the Newsletter had reduced slightly and thanks were due to Doug Houtris and
Charles LaBlonde for minimising distribution costs.
In an attempt to balance income and expenditure it was proposed to increase subscription rates
for UK members by £2.00 as of the coming year with a similar amount for Overseas members the
following year. The different date of applying the increase being due to the fact that the AHPS had
already prepared their subscription renewals. This increase would be the first for many years. (Following
discussion it was proposed by Mr. Fred Pickard seconded by Mr. Derek Dolling and carried unanimously
that the increase for both UK and Overseas members should be £3.00. This it was felt would provide a
longer period of subscription stability particularly at a time when it was hoped to increase the Society's
activities.)
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The past year had been a difficult one for The Hon. Treasurer, having been overseas from
December 2002 to June 2003. A house move and the necessity of working away from home for a further
four months had followed this. The Exchange Packet Accounts had been required in order to complete
the statement for the year. As a result Mr. John Brindley, Auditor/Examiner, had only received the
financial records a couple of days prior to the AGM. Apologies were tendered for the unfortunate
situation and it was appreciated that this was not what the Society requires or expects.
As some banking information had still been outstanding the Auditor had been unable to verify
the correctness of Assets and Liabilities. This information was now available and would hopefully
resolve this section of the accounts. (Considerable discussion ensued with particular reference to the
position vis-I-vis the Exchange Packet Accounts and the Society's Accounts with the Auditor expressing
concern with regard to clarification of the Society's assets. On the proposition of Mr. Doug Houtris,
seconded by Mr. Derek Dolling it was agreed to accept the Income it Expenditure Account for the Year
2002/2003 with the Chairman calling an Extraordinary General Meeting as soon as practical at which a
Statement of Assets and Liabilities approved by the Auditor would be presented for acceptance. Attention
was drawn to the fact that confirmation of the Accounts for 2001/2002 had still to be published in the
Newsletter.)

7. Auditor/Examiner to the Society's Accounts. It was proposed by Mr. Kuriger that Mr. John Brindley
continue as Auditor.This was seconded by Mr. Don Symonds and approved unanimously.
8. The Honorary Packet Secretary. Mr. Don Symonds reported another busy year with hardly a day
passing without some activity taking place. Following The Portman Building Society's decision to limit
monthly transactions to nine in number without applying penalty payments, members' cheques were now
being paid in only once a week.
The Society's Insurers were now insisting that members contact the addressee prior to posting
packets and the Packet Secretary drew attention to the procedure to be followed. The recently imposed
levy of 15p would alleviate any excess required should a packet go missing and become the subject of a
claim. Claims for books lost during the past year had been met in full.
Society commission on sales of £8,843 had amounted to £619. Allowing for Building Society
interest and after taking expenses into account there had been a useful surplus of £456.61. - £126 less
than the previous year.
Thanks were due to those members who provided material and to the Packet Secretary's wife for
putting up with all the material taking up space in the Symond's homestead.
The meeting expressed their thanks to the Packet Secretary for all the time and effort he devoted
to this invaluable task.

9. The Librarian. In the absence of Mr. Derrick Slate the Chairman read his report. "In the last year
thirty-nine books (an increase of 30%) have been lent to seven members with numerous pages ex The
Newsletter and `Tell' being sent to various members of the Society.
Two books have added to the Library namely, `Geneva — A Brief History Before The Stamps
Appeared' (weight 560 grammes) and `World War II Mail from Switzerland to Great Britain and USA'
by Charles J LaBlonde (weight 600 grammes).
A list of books duplicated and surplus to the Library's needs has been prepared and members
interested in purchasing any of these should send a sae to The Librarian. A number have already been
sold."
10. Election of Officers and Committee Members for 2003/2004. It was proposed by Mr. Derek
Dolling and seconded by Mr. John Mitchell that these be elected en-bloc. Agreed unanimously.
11. No Motions/Resolutions had been received.

12. Any Other Business. Mr. John Turner advised that he had expressed his concern to Swiss Post in
respect of their recent advice that, unless a premium was paid, new issues would in future only be
despatched on an annual basis. This was considered by those present to be an unacceptable condition,
contrary to normal collecting methods, and the Chairman agreed to write to Swiss Post on behalf of the
Society. At the same time The President would approach the Swiss Ambassador in London, an
enthusiastic philatelist and an honorary member of the Society.
The meeting closed at 7.48p.m.

Peter Vonwiller Hon. Secretary
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SWISS & GB POSTAGE ON THE SAME LETTER?
Charles J LaBlonde, CPhH
(With deepest appreciation to Chris Miller for his cover.)
Many South African troops were involved in World War II North African fighting.
Those South Africans captured by the Italian Army eventually wound up in prison
camps in Italy. In 1943 Italy capitulated and the Italian soldiers guarding the
camps walked away, leaving an open door for the prisoners. The door remained open
until the Germans could organize guards for all the camps. Some 900 South African
POWs walked out and made their way towards Switzerland. The journey across the Alps
was very challenging since many of the POWs had only the clothes on their backs.
Some died on the trek. Those who made it to Switzerland were treated as 'Lvadés'
or 'escapees' by Switzerland as opposed to prisoners of war. The évadés had normal
Red Cross correspondence channels available, but many chose to use a special (faster?)
airmail connection via the South African Red Cross in London. The letter shown here
used this route.
The dates on the letter are unreadable. A South African soldier wrote the letter
from Elsau Camp, Canton Zfirich, to his family in South Africa via the South African
Red Cross, South Africa House, London.. Airmail postage at that time would have been
30c for the basic letter plus 20c airmail surcharge, total 50c. But, since this was
Red Cross mail, the 30c basic fee was waived and the 20c postage paid was correct.
Within Switzerland évadés' mail was not subject to censorship. The Swiss_Censor
number 332 on the letter, without any sign of opening (no censor tape) may be viewed
as a 'pass' marking to indicate that the letter had passed through the office of
censorship unopened.
The normal route for the letter would have been Swissair to Stuttgart, then Lufthansa, first to Berlin for the usual censorship (b), then to Lisbon where BOAC would
have collected the letter for the journey to London. In London the South African
Red Cross obliterated their address and added a 6d stamp for the airmail trip to
South Africa. Routing would probably have been air to Lisbon and ship to destination.
Any comments on this cover, as well -as additional examples of this type of mail
would be most welcome. Please send to the author.
Author's note: a book covering this subject is:- Interlude in Switzerland - The Story
of the South African Refugee-Soldiers in the Alps during the Second World War by
Paul Schamberger.

r

w4

Page 94

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

December 2003

was how John Mitchell
*them Gjoup Rem "This is the story of three stamps and two cards,"
introduced his display of the 1900 UPU issues when, accompanied by his daughter, he travelled to
Leeds for the November meeting. I know that some members in the southern counties have seen this
display but even the longest-serving member in the Northern Group, our President Tony Hoyle could
not remember the last occasion when the UPU issue had been shown at a northern meeting. Three
stamps and two cards might well have been the starting point for an issue to commemorate the 25th
Anniversary of the Universal Postal Union but having been designed, produced and issued within a
period of around two and a half months and having postal validity for a mere six months, it still was an
issue that enabled Mr. Mitchell to display 180 sheets that showed virtually every fault, shade, variety
and combination of values for postal usage imaginable. As is stated in one catalogue, "This issue is
rich in plate flaws and varieties". In a clear presentation that showed the depth of John's research into
the issue, those of us who were privileged to be present were taken through the development of the
three values and each of the three plates from which the stamps were produced. Likewise with the two
cards of the 5c. and 10c. values. To try to describe all that was on display would be impossible, the
stamps themselves with their variety of shades and flaws ranging from singles to blocks of four, to half
or 'counter' sheets of 25 of each value. So, rather than delve into all that detail, I can only advise
readers to consult publications that deal with this issue. The postal usage of these stamps and cards
coupled with many of the postmarks and destinations made fascinating viewing; whole sheets of
individual stamps with clear TPO and Customs cancellations; another such sheet with A to Z cancels
of Swiss post-offices; mixed frankings with other issues on covers and UPU cards for destinations
abroad. Items to Scandinavia displayed Baltic ferry cancellations, whilst mail sent to the German
armed forces contingent involved in Shanghai during the Boxer Rebellion had to be routed through
Germany and Hong-Kong. Not only were there pieces with Day of Issue cancellations but John
concluded his display with a commemorative card carrying a verse of 'farewell' to the UPU Exhibition
and two beautifully hand-illustrated UPU cards each displaying• the last day cancellation, '31.12.00'.
Presenting a Certificate of Thanks, Tony Hoyle thanked John for what had been an outstanding
display, with the one regret that there just had not been sufficient time to examine the sheets in a more
leisurely fashion. But we can't have everything!
D:C.
UNKNOWN TPO MARK? Phil Vaughan asks if this "AMBULANT,/LAUSANNEPONTARLIER" on the picture side of a pc going to Lausanne is from
AW Gp.86R? The front has the SL "VALLORBE", the cds of TPO No. 6
and Lausanne arrival cds. The schedule for 1902 shows that this
train ran from Pontarlier to Lausanne. Can you help?

AMBER., T,
LAUSANNE-;' ' ARLtER

VA!
I.G.STAMPS
SWITZERLAND
Please visit my Web site

http://vvvvvv.igstamps.corn
Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history.
Each item has a brief description and picture.
You can search for your particular collecting interest.
As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list.
Those members who do not have a computer please contact me
I will send you a printed copy of your collecting interests.
Ian Gilchrist, I.G.Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG1 1SL
England
E Mail admi •
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- that on your next trip to Switzerland you can take advantage of the latest POST
service "SwissPostCard" to send your own pictures on postcards to all your friends ,
either electronically, or as ordinary postcards. You can use your Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS) phone to take and record every minute of your trip, and then
instantly send the best ones to every corner of the world, with your personal message. Not free! See figure 1. Normal copies from your "old" camera can also be sent.
Apply at any main PO and www.swisspost.com/swisspostcard.
- that from the 1st of January 2004 the Swiss Express will become a separate company ,
with all shares held by SP, to maintain flexibility in the new market. Prices are
below the competition but apparently not the speed and convenience.
- that a useful comment has been made on my article about the newspaper wrapper on
page 42 in the June Newsletter by a Swiss member of the Ganz-Sachen Verein (some of
whom see a copy of the Newsletter in their circulation) in that he could confirm
that the father, Jacob Klaus, Postal District Director of St.Gallen from 1927 until
1934, sent many such wrapped newspapers to his son Hans Klaus, working in the first
branch of a Swiss bank in the USA. The son returned all covers and wrappers, which
were then sold to collector friends.
-- that--mynote in the-July DYK:on p 55 about the- - church at Martins-Loch above Elm
was, in a way, a forewarning. The Canton of Glarus, with help from St.Gallen and
Graubunden, have applied to Unesco to have the mountain range between these cantons
to be declared a "Site of National Heritage", the seventh in Switzerland, because
a prominent horizontal line in the rock indicates that the "old" plate of Africa
lies above the "new" plate of Europe, which proves the movement of such tectonic
plates across the surface of the globe. The hole shown on the cancel lies practically on this line, and becomes the centre of the touristic area.
- that for those who prefer to read articles in French rather than in German, I can
recommend a 7-page article which appeared in the April 2003 issue of Timbres Magazine,
which they published to commemorate the "Act of Mediation" proclaimed by Napoleon
in February 1803, giving the unruly Swiss freedom and most rights. The Author uses
the PJ stamps to good effect; the Arms to indicate the Cantons geographically, and
the Costumes in the descriptions of all cantons. (A. copy will be sent to the Library.)
- that in spring 2004 the SP will start tests with their new PC stamp called the
"WebStamp" (StamplT was the German PO term), with a definite use planned for the
summer of 2004. The Philatelic Bureaux will offer FDCs as before.
- that every year the well-known German firm for new issues, especially thematics,
Herman E Sieger, puts out via its subsidiary in Nendeln (FL), a 50-page A5 brochure
in German, describing about 250 stamp-issuing organizations (sorry, countries), in
full colour. This very useful publication has a potted history and geography for
each place with a few typical stamps. However, the object is to give the approximate
cost, per month, of the stamps issued, together with a rating (in the German school
system of 1 to 6 with 1 the best and 6 the lowest). This refers to the cost, the
appreciation and the popularity. Some examples (first the approximate monthly pric e,
in Swiss francs, then the rating): CH 9.-/1-2; FL 6.3/2; GB 8.2/2; USA 9.9/2;
CND 7.4/2-3.; F 9.7/2-3. At the other end we have: Liberia 45/4-5; Chad 60/5; St
Vincent 75/6; Sierra Leone 105/6. Rating 6 is not recommended! If you would like to
know more about a country, or stamp-issuing firm, send a sae to the Editor for a copy
- that figures 2 to 6, below, show the recent FDC cancels as published in Phila News.
,
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The following may be of interest to students of the Strubel issues. For some time
I have been in possession of a Strubel cover. The stamp is 5rp pale brown with a
green silk thread, and I had wondered as to which printing it was.
The cancel date of 30 JUIL 56 makes it too early for the G printing, and the green
thread means that it has to be either the first Bern printing B - or could it be
the rare F printing, even though the paper was a bit thick?
Having checked the dates in the Amateur Collector catalogue I then consulted
Herbert Brach's beautiful book on Strubels. The actual shade of brown wasn't much
help but, because of the late date (2 years after the first Bern printing), I was
beginning to think it could be an F. Reading Brach's comments I noted that the heavyaccumulation of ink around Helvetia's shoulders also was indicative of an F. But I
was still worried about the thickness of the paper. In the end I decided to obtain
an attestation from Switzerland.
The expert's decision was that the stamp is indeed a B printing, established principally.by the paper thickness which is 6-7/100mm whereas an F stamp should be •
4-5.5/100mm. This is supported by the crisp diamond background pattern and the ink
accumulation, and a minor printing flaw suggest a late printing in the issue. The
flaw is something that I had missed: there is a white spot at the foot of the second
letter 'I' in 'CENTESIMI'. This error is not listed in Zumstein's specialized catalogue (2000). The cancel on the stamp is a 'Geneva 8-line rauter (federal grill)'
AW Group 3/ 21, and the Geneva cds is Group 116 type 23.
There is always something to learn and, in this case, it was interesting to hear
that the main period of use for F printing stamps was the spring of 1857: Brach's
book suggests that they were in use from May 1856, although it seems that there is
a question over this identification. However, Brach does record that B printing 5rp
stamps were in use even later, until 16/10/1857.
So there it is: a cover with a B printing stamp posted at a main post office 2 years
after the printing date and after the two later issues of the C and D printings.
Disappointing? Not at all, I now have a nice cover with certificate, confirming a
variety and a very late date of use. And some controversy, to add a touch of spice
I think the attestation was very good value for the cost of EU 20-.
.

MURREN Internat Ballonsportwoche K20c, d & f cancels were only used between 1965 &
1977. The 'standard' cancel K46a was in use from 1962 to 1970. K46b was in use from
1970. My cancel of 27.8.65 includes '3825' but not '1650m' (as 20c, d & f). Have you
cancels of K46a for 1965 to 1970 to establish if K46a was actually used? Contact
Derrick Slate, the Hon. Librarian direct with any information, please.
46a

4
-

RR
1650m ^"
t.Xt. 62 - 8

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
Printed by RPM Reprographics (Chichester) Ltd., Chichester GB

y

