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What made Dennis Cairns so interested in a young man who went to school in St Gallen with Peter
Vonwiller's father? The answer is that the young man in question was the famous Swiss pioneer aviator,
airline director, aerial photographer, mountaineer and explorer, Walter Mittelholzer. Dennis has had a
fascination for Mittelholzer since 1974 when he picked up an edition of the Swiss Air Gazette devoted
to him. Since then Dennis has built up his magnificent collection of airmail material related to his
achievements, the gems of which formed the basis of his display to the HPS's Annual Meeting last April.
(The illustration above shows a rather suave Mittelholzer standing in front of an early "Haefeli-DH3"
biplane, the type used by the first official Swiss airmail service in 1919).
Dennis commenced his presentation by setting the context with several sheets of material related to the
pilots and aircraft involved in the early era of Swiss aviation, including balloons and airships. He pointed
out that, like Mittelholzer, these early pioneers must have been extremely brave and versatile men
flying relatively untested and flimsy machines with no navigation aids and few, if any, purpose-built
landing strips. Many early planes were fitted with floats using the nearest convenient lake for landing
and take-off.
Despite the fact that they did not fly at night nor normally in bad weather the lives of the early pilots
were often quite short. Oskar Bider, the first chief pilot and flight instructor of the Swiss Air Flying Corps,
was killed in an air crash at Dubendorf on the 7 1h July 1919 at the age of 28. Amongst his many feats,
he was the first to fly over the Central Alps from Bern to Milan on the 13 th July 1913, a feat which
involved spiralling upwards for over an hour to achieve the necessary height to clear the peaks.
The public were wary of flying but took a great interest in the various promotional aviation meetings and
propaganda flights organised around the country to publicise the new form of transport. Items of
memoribilia from pioneer or other special flights helped to publicise the events and provided useful
revenue to finance aircraft development. They included poster stamps, postcards and commemorative
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covers with special vignettes, semi-official stamps and special postmarks. Dennis showed a broad
selection of such material including a postcard of an early airship at a hangar near Lucerne and a card
commemorating one of Eduard Spelterini's (1852 — 1931) early balloon flights. Spelterini, a former
music student, was like Mittelholzer, born in St Gallen and specialised in aerial-photography.
In 1913 a number of privately arranged flight meetings were held and semi-official stamps were issued
by the organisers, the revenue being used to aid Swiss military aviation. Dennis showed two examples
of the 1913 semi-official flights — 'Basel to Liestal' and 'Berne to Burgdorf'. The fledgling industry must
have been greatly boosted by the formation of the Swiss Army Air Corps in 1915 under the leadership
of the early aviator Oskar Bider. Among the related items Dennis showed were a half-sheet of six
different designs of the brightly coloured publicity labels issued in 1917 to help finance the infant Corps.
Another boost for the aviation industry was the founding of the Pro Aero organisation in 1938. It was
promoted to the public, first in 1938 with an overprint on the 50c Air stamp of 1935, then further
overprints in 1941 and 1943 and after 1946 with occasional issues of specifically designed stamps. The
revenue from these and the various related events and covers all contributed to the Fund.
Commemorative aviation material continues to be produced. An Aero-philatelic Day has been held in
Switzerland every year since 1967 usually involving a special flight carrying special covers for collectors.
Walter Mittelholzer was born on the 2 nd April 1894 in St Gallen, the only son of a baker. He put his
hobby of photography to good use whilst still at school, earning his first SFr.2,000 by selling his
photographs as picture postcards. In 1911, at the age of 17, he commenced an apprenticeship as a
professional photographer, but by the time of the outbreak of the Great War it became obvious that
aviation was beginning to make an impression on him. In that same year he began his initial army
training, but during the following year (1915) he joined the Air Corps as an observer/photographer,
quickly becoming an expert in aerial photography. He entered flying school in May 1917 gaining his civil
pilot licence to be followed by his military licence nine months later. In the coming years Mittelholzer
was to become one of the greatest Swiss aviation pioneers in the use of new aircraft and equipment,
the development of flying techniques and the creation of new commercial routes and services.
Dennis showed a number of evocative photographs, several taken by Mittelholzer himself, showing the
aviators, their passengers and the planes on early flights and panoramic views of the ground beiow.
Some of the most interesting were prints from the original negatives owned by Swissair who had been
a great help to Dennis in his quest for information. Dennis encouraged the members to take a fresh
look at their early postcards to see if the acknowledgement on the photograph was either `Comte Mittelholzer' or `Ad Astra Aero' — if it is, then it is more than likely that the photograph was taken by
Mittelholzer. He took some 40,000 aerial photographs during his career.
In 1919 Mittelholzer and his former flight instructor, Comte, set up the first Swiss commercial air carrier,
Comte - Mittelholzer Ltd. using two of the surplus aircraft which became available after the War. The
company specialised in aerial displays, aerial photography contracts and, for the brave, charter flights
for up to two passengers. In 1921 they amalgamated with two other firms to form a larger company, Ad
Astra Aero of which Mittelholzer was the aerial photographer, later becoming a director. They
advertised short `round' flights for the general public, the tariff was SFr. 50 for 10 minutes and SFr. 70
for 15 minutes. For a one-way flight between two landing strips the charge was SFr. 2.50 per kilometre.
In 1925 Balthazar (Balz) Zimmerman founded the rival air carrier 'Balair'. Although they were in
competition, the two companies soon realised that there were benefits in sharing some routes across
Europe.
During his career Mittelholzer undertook a number of particularly difficult long-distance flights to
Spitzbergen in 1923 as a photographer, Persia via Turkey and Syria in 1924/25 and to various parts of
Africa. Mittelholzer's achievements are legendary setting many firsts e.g. the first Swiss airman to fly
across Africa from North to South and the first African safari from Switzerland by air. Dennis illustrated
the difficulties of pioneering such routes by pointing out that when flying to Persia the plane was
impounded for a time by the Turks and cans of fuel were stored under the co-pilot's seat !
Four of the flights to Africa (Alexandria, Cape Town, etc.) are quite well known and quite a lot of
commercial and souvenir mail was carried on them, much of which still survives.They were :
The 'First Africa Flight' - Zurich to Capetown November 1926 to Febuary 1927.
The 'Second Africa Flight' - the first African safari in December 1929 to 1930 via Catania,
Benghasi, Cairo, Khartum to Nairobi which was chartered by Baron Rothschild.

THE SOCIETY'S NEW CHAIRMAN
At our last AGM, our new President Claude Mistely, proposed that David Hope should be the new
Chairman of our Society. David was elected unanimously and has provided the Editor with some details
of his background in Swiss philately. He writes
'I started collecting Switzerland sometime in the late 1950s. Quite why I chose Switzerland at that time
I have now forgotten but I have certainly not regretted the choice! I joined the Society in 1974 and as a
result of moving to the Manchester area I have been a member of the Northern Group since September
1979. Since that time I have given a number of presentations to the Group and served as Chairman on
four occasions. Since April 2005 I have been Secretary of the Northern Group, a position I still hold. In
the wider Society I have given a presentation at Salisbury and at Worcester. In the past I have
contributed some articles on 'Aspects of Swiss History' to the Newsletter. This season I have been
President of the Stockport and East Cheshire Philatelic Society during which I gave a presentation on
the Bundesfeier Cards and Pro Patria stamps. I recently won the Stockport Society's new Open
Competition with a Swiss entry. Two years ago I also won the North West Federation's Postal
Stationery Trophy with a Swiss entry. I am looking forward to working closely with our Secretary and
Treasurer in planning our next National Meeting.'
THE SOCIETY'S ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING 19 th 120 th APRIL 2008
Twenty-four members of the Society and a number of their partners attended this very successful event
in the delightful village of Charlecote near Stratford upon Avon. The venue measured up to its high
reputation and the central location attracted people from all corners of England and the Welsh borders.
The Society Dinner on the Saturday evening was much enjoyed and the Instant Auction proved a great
success thanks to the efforts of Fred Hoadley and Norton Wragg. Full details of the Annual General
Meeting are set out below.
The highlights of the meeting were the two major presentations by two very well known and long
serving members of the Society. The first detailed report on Dennis Cairns' homage to Walter
Mittelholzer appears on Pages 41-43 of this newsletter. The report on Claude Mistely's Pro Patria
material and the results of the Society's Cup Competitions will be included in the July Newsletter.
MINUTES OF THE SIXTY FIRST
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
held on 19 th April 2008
at The Charlecote Pheasant Hotel, Charlecote near Stratford upon Avon with 24 members present.
Mr. Claude Mistely chaired Items 1 to 11 and Mr David Hope Items 12 to 14 of the meeting
1. Apologies were received from Ray Clegg, Derek Dolling, Peter Hobbs, Tony Hoyle, Kit Jarman,
Fred Pickard, Ted Stern and Henry Towers,
2. The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on 11 th November 2006. It was proposed
by Mr. Dennis Cairns, seconded by Mr. Richard Donithorn and unanimously agreed that these, as
published in the "Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter" dated December 2006, should be taken as read.
3. There were no Matters arising.
4. The Chairman Mr. Claude Mistely in his address commented that varied and interesting meetings in
Leeds and Salisbury had attracted good numbers. Regrettably London meetings had again not been
well supported and the future of these meetings would of necessity have to be reviewed in twelve
months time. The Society, in the Chairman's view, had enjoyed a good year overall and was in good
shape thanks to the efforts of the Officers and Committee who had provided him with considerable
support. Richard Donithorn's efforts in taking over the Editorship of the Newsletter in succession to
Peter Hobbs warranted especial mention as did Fred Hoadley's work as Webmaster.
5. The Honorary Secretary Mr. Peter Vonwiller presenting his report said that in addition to dealing
with the usual administrative matters in respect of membership he had hosted a Working Party
concerned with the Maintenance and Dissemination of Information. A subject of sufficient importance to
warrant inclusion for discussion under Item No. 11 of the day's Agenda. The problems of an ageing

membership had been highlighted at recent AGMs and sadly during the period under review
(September 2006 to December 2007) six members had died and eight resigned. Of the latter the
majority cited failing health. During the same period five new members had been welcomed and the
year had ended with an all time low of 145 members. (This figure excluded those members of the
American Society (16) who subscribe to our Newsletter). This re-emphasised the need to attract new
members and the Website was already playing a major part in this. Publicity via the Philatelic Press
was urgently needed; and happily last year's plea for someone to take on the role of Publicity Officer
had resulted in Don Symonds coming forward. The first Society Annual National Meeting had taken
place in York in May 2007 and proved extremely successful providing much of philatelic interest
together with ample opportunities for members and wives to socialise. Due to lack of support, the
Worcester meeting had been discontinued.
6. The Honorary Treasurer. Mr. Norton Wragg, in presenting the Report and Accounts for the
Financial Year ending 31 st December 2007, emphasised that these (following the change of accounting
period agreed at the previous AGM in November 2006) covered a sixteen month period. The Income
and Expenditure Account showed a surplus for the period of £224.93. Income had increased by £718.
Sales Packet income had doubled compared with the previous period. Advertising rates for the
Newsletter had been agreed and advertising, a useful source of income to the Society, was to be
encouraged. Auctions had boosted "Other Income" by almost £300. The first Annual National Meeting
(York 2007) had broken even. Increased costs of Meeting Rooms as well as additional meetings had
lead to increased costs compared with the period covered by the previous Accounts. Newsletter costs
had increased slightly. The Balance Sheet showed increased Bank balances largely due to
subscriptions paid in advance (£1,102) and amounts outstanding for meeting venues. There was
comment from the floor concerning the cost per London meeting. It was proposed by Mr. Don Symonds,
seconded by Mr. Werner Gattiker, with thanks to the Honorary Treasurer, that the Report and Accounts
be accepted. This was carried unanimously.
7. 2008 Budget and 2009 Subscriptions. The Hon. Treasurer stressed that he had been conservative
in preparing the Budget for 2008 and had anticipated that subscriptions were likely to remain constant
whilst Packet revenue, advertising and "Other Income" could be lower. Whilst some meeting rooms
charges had increased in the current year no further increases were anticipated as of the new season.
Costs bad been included for maintaining the Website and for additions to the Library. On this basis
there would be a deficit for the year of £296. Since, after clearing all outstanding expenditure and
deducting "subscriptions paid in advance, Bank Balances will total approximately £4,000 (well in excess
of a year's total income) the existing subscription rates could be maintained for 2009. The situation
would be reviewed in twelve months time when it might be necessary to increase subscriptions by say
£5 in 2010. The Treasurer's proposal that the Budget be accepted was seconded by Mr. David Colman
and carried unanimously.
8. Auditor/Examiner to the Society's Accounts. Mr. Norton Wragg expressed the Society's thanks to
Ms Julia Tibbles for examining the Accounts. A proposal that Ms Tibbles, who had expressed her
willingness, be appointed as Auditor/Examiner for a further year was made by Mr. Ian Gilchrist,
seconded by Mr Don Symonds and accepted unanimously.
9. The Honorary Packet Secretary Mr. Richard Akers reported that, thanks to participating members,
35 packets with an approximate value of £10,000 had been circulated resulting in sales of £2,000. The
size of packets was being restricted to take advantage of the new postal charges. From time to time via
the Newsletter subscribing members would be advised as to what type of material was particularly
required. Meanwhile those who were especially interested in Postal History items should advise the
Packet Secretary.
10. The Librarian. The Hon. Secretary read this report. "During the past year ten members had
borrowed thirty one books and a number of articles in seventeen translations. A number of travel books
and some old articles had been added to the Library. Additions of specific philatelic interest included
(Accession No. 481) the `UPU 1924 Specialised Handbook' (in German) by A. Herms published in 2006
weighing 130 grammes — a lovely book full of varieties; and, also in German, (Accession No. 482)
Richard Achafer's 'Geneva Postal History' (1.6 kilos). This latter tome contains mouth watering pages
of both pre stamp and franked covers — a real beauty."
11. Dissemination of Information Report. The Honorary Secretary introduced the Report that had
appeared in the April edition of the Newsletter. There was general agreement that it was certainly the
Society's duty to preserve information for the future whilst making it easily accessible. With regard to

the Newsletter, in the absence of an Editorial Board, it was agreed that Editorial discretion must at all
ti mes be the prerogative of the Editor. Members though were to be encouraged to express their wishes.
Regular links would be maintained with advertisers and consideration would be given to varying the
number of pages available from edition to edition to accommodate reports, adverts, etc. The possibility
of introducing colour where this would be advantageous would be investigated. Translators would be
sought. Investigation regarding aspects of copyright would need to be made. Considerable progress
had already been made with regard to the content and presentation of the Website and Fred Hoadley
outlined plans for the future, stressing the need to make it attractive to a younger membership. There
would need to be some restriction as to material made available to the public at large as opposed to
Society members. Indexes covering articles that were in the Library or that had appeared in the
Newsletter would be a significant aid to members. It was hoped eventually to include a multi language
Glossary of Philatelic terms. Additional information concerning the Library would be made available via
both the Newsletter and the Website. In expressing the Society's thanks to the Working Party for the
valuable work that was being undertaken the Chairman emphasised that it was up to the membership
to provide continual feedback.
12. Election of Officers and Committee Members for 2008/2009. Mr Claude Mistely advised that Mr
Tony Hoyle, after a number of years as an active President, considered that the time had come for him
to stand down and the Committee had conceded to this wish with great reluctance. Tribute and thanks
were paid to Tony Hoyle. Claude Mistely then informed the meeting that he too felt that it would be
opportune to resign as Chairman, an Office he had held for a considerable number of years. Mr Eric
Lienhard expressed the Society's thanks for the sterling work that Claude had carried out. The
Secretary advised that the Committee wished, in view of the foregoing, to offer Claude Mistely the post
of President. In accepting this honour the new President proposed David Hope as Chairman. On the
proposal of Mr Don Symonds seconded by Mr. Cedric Dry, the following were unanimously elected en
bloc to serve:
Chairman
David Hope
Vice-chairman
Eric Lienhard
Peter Vonwiller
Honorary Treasurer Norton Wragg
General Secretary
Newsletter Editor
Richard Donithorn
Richard Akers
Packet Secretary
Derrick Slate
Webmaster
Fred Hoadley
Librarian
Committee Members : David Colman, Ian Gilchrist, Doug Houtris, Bob Medland and Rosalind Ragg.
13. Motions and Resolutions. None submitted.
14. Any Other Business
i) It had been proposed by The Society's outgoing President that, in recognition of the invaluable
services rendered to the Society over many years, Mr. Claude Mistely and Mr. Peter Hobbs be offered
Honorary Life membership. The Committee had been delighted to ratify these proposals which were
welcomed by the acclamation of the meeting.
ii) Mr Ian Gilchrist spoke of the vast number of collectors of Swiss material who were not Society
members, drawing attention to the extensive efforts being made by the AHPS to recruit.
iii) Members would be invited via the Newsletter to suggest a suitable venue for the 2009 Society
Annual National Meeting.
Mr Don Symonds thanked the Treasurer and Secretary for having made the necessary arrangements
for this year's successful gathering.
The meeting closed at 4.04 p.m

Peter Vonwiller - Hon. Secretary

REGIONAL GROUPS' NEWS — The London and Northern Groups' April meeting reports iand details of
their Autumn meetings will appear in the July edition of the Newsletter. Southern Group's next meeting
is on Saturday 7th June 2008 commencing at 10.30.a.m. at the Clovelly Hotel, Mill Road, Salisbury.
(Enquiries — Fred Hoadley 01403 711987). The subject is `Meine Heimat'— All Members.
FUTURE NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION - We are always looking at ways of reducing the cost and
effort of producing and distributing the Newsletter. In this 'electronic age' it is possible to send your
copy to you by e-mail. If you would like it delivered in this way in future please let the Editor know.

The views expressed in articles appearing in this Newsletter are those
of the writers and are not necessarily endorsed by the Society.

OBITUARY - MAX HERTSCH

MICHAEL .RUTHERFOORD

On the 31 st March 2008 Max Hertsch died, aged 84, leaving a memorable gap in the history of Swiss
and European Philately. His father had taken over the original business of Zumstein and maintained the
highest standards, welding the names of Zumstein and Hertsch into one concept. The classic 1924
publication on Swiss Philately, still popular, was born at the same time as Max in Bern at Christmasti me 1923. Twenty years later Max started on his remarkable path of untold publications on Swiss
Philately establishing a solid base.
One of his interests at that time was aeronautical. He got his civil pilot's licence and flew to England.
Landing at Northolt, before there was a Heathrow, he checked in at the "office" and was cleared by a
Wing Commander, named R.F.Bulstrode. Max then noticed some familiar pages of Swiss stamps,
mostly essays, on the desk. That led immediately to an animated conversation, which resulted in the
long association between The Amateur Collector (Heinz Katcher) and the House of Zumstein. Perhaps
that was when he decided to follow mainly the earthbound route. The Airmail section of every Zumstein
Specialised Catalogue indicates this lasting link.
A time with Harmer's in London was a good training ground in international philately and in the English
language, which together with his perfect French led almost automatically to his interest and assistance
in the various International Associations etc regulating world-wide philately. However of most value was
his conciliatory approach to "unsolvable" problems, matched with his well-founded deep appreciation of
all aspects of philately, that means facts and experience. He was one of the few experts who could
handle all European countries, and he knew a great deal about Afghanistan too. Naturally he became a
leading Juror at many philatelic exhibitions.
He became President, then Honorary President of ASCAT (the Association lntenationale des Editeurs
de Catalogues) so that every time you open your favourite catalogue you profit from his assistance. In
Bath in 1983 he was asked to sign the "Roll of Distinguished Philatelists" as one of the few Swiss so
honoured. He was also made an Honorary Life Member of the Helvetia Philatelic Society in
appreciation of all his achievements
Internationally the Zumstein—Eu-rope catalogues (in 3 volumes) became, in Eastern Europe especially, a
neutral source of information; and even old editions found willing takers.The Hertsch family has
experienced many troubled times, and we hope that Christoph of the third generation will successfully
carry the Zumstein banner into the future.

'WALTER MITTELHOLZER, HIS LIFE AND TIMES' (Continued from Page 43)

DENNIS CAIRNS

After the Second World War Swissair broadened their range of long distance routes and introduced
new aircraft, many of the 'first flights' being celebrated with the issue of commemorative covers.
Swiisair's 25 th and 50 th anniversaries and its 'enrtrance to the jet age' were each celebrated with a
stamp issue. A number of interesting covers were also produced to be carried on various
commemorative flights to honour Mittelholzer (particularly the Africa flights e.g. by Swissair in 1957)
and his contemporaries, including his first partner Alfred Comte who succeeded him and in fact did not
die until 1965. Some of Mittelholzer's contemporaries continued to pilot the larger, modern planes well
into the 1950s and '60s but the romantic period of classic airflights into the 'unknown' had passed.
(Dennis Cairns has greatly assisted in the production of the final transcript of this report and much of
the text is based on the hand-out he distributed at the Annual Meeting - Editor).
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DID YOU KNOW?

MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD

THAT the price paid for Lot No. 1299 of CHF 14,000 was rather low for a Basel Dove cover, as
mentioned in the May DYK. In a discussion with Rolf Rölli he said that there was a small tear, which
was easy to see and was mentioned in the Attest, but to me the auction catalogue text is not quite so
clear with a "verklebte Papierspalte" (glued paper gap). Even with a top auction firm, a personal look at
classic material is worthwhile.
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Fig.3

THAT there are a number of private clubs in Switzerland run by railway enthusiasts, which are all wellworth a visit as they are off the beaten tourist track but using real steam to delight real passengers. At
odd times I will try to tell you about one of them. The first is the "VVT" (Vapeur Val-de-Travers, see Fig
1) branching off from the scenic SBB line from Neuchatel to Pontarlier in France, one of the TGV lines
to Paris. At St Sulpice is their Dépôt-Workshops which has the biggest collection of normal gauge
steam locos in Switzerland, a number of which are being renovated now. There are regular and special
trips at least one weekend per month in the summer, except July, from St Sulpice to Neuchatel and
back, etc. Get full details from www.vvt.ch and info@vvt.ch . Also Tel/Fax +41 (0)32 862 34 98, VVT,
PO Box 21, CH-2123 St Sulpice. Fig 2 from their latest bulk letter shows one of their regular coaches.
The original line was built in 1883, run by the JS Co. until taken over by the SBB in 1903, then
privatised again in 1913. The old name was RVT (Regional Val-de-Travers), TPO service until 1955.
THAT Fig. 3 shows an item from my collection of curious cancel abbreviations, namely Genave 2
Cornavin, the main PO and coding/sorting office, but with "HC" in lower segment. I was t r_., !ci that it stood
for the "Hôpital Cantonal". But which has its own PO, Genave 14. Was this special cancel for items
handed in out of hours or for special delivery? No longer in use I suspect. Has a Member ever seen it
on cover?
...
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THAT Fig.4 shows on a FD cancel "LHC" with an entirely different meaning, as well described in
general in the latest "Focus", ie "Large Hadron Collider", but what is a "Hadron" ? To simplify, within my
knowledge and my Penguin Science Dictionary, an atom of anything compared with a cherry, apricot,
or avocado consists of the outer edible bit and a central pip, or kernel in the middle. But what does this
atomic "pip" or "Hadron" consist of Protons, quarks, gluons, bosons, Higgs, etc. In CERN, at a cost of 6
billion CHF, they hope to find out more.
THAT the SP issued two special postcards on the 8 th May 2008, The FD cancel is shown in Fig.5.
When this new underground railway in Lausanne will really open is still unclear, after many delays
mainly of geological origin they are a bit hesitant to say much more than "this year". Combined with the
old part it will make a good trip.
THAT the SP have announced that they are strengthening their ties with the Federal Technical
University in Lausanne (EPFL) by having a "PostLab" on the campus to study scientifically the future
needs of the postal service in Switzerland. About 15 years ago that university developed a method of
optical stamps recognition, which allowed the dropping of luminescent stamps, as reported then in DYK.
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