POST WORLD WAR II CENSORED MAIL FROM AUSTRIA TO SWITZERLAND (1945 - 1953)
HENRY TOWERS

Those members who have a particular interest in this fascinating field should refer to Richard Krueger's
magisterial work 'Censorship of the Civil Mails in Occupied Austria 1945 – 53' . It is all of 250 pages long
and very detailed, but well worth the effort. I am indebted to this book for almost all the information in this
article which Mr. Krueger has kindly given me permission to publish.
A gratifying number of members of the Society kindly responded to requests for more information about
this subject. It has to be said at the outset that this is a much more complicated and demanding subject
than, say censored mail from Switzerland during World War II.
The main reason for this complexity relates to the post-war occupation of Austria by the Allies in 1945 – 53
by British, US, French and Soviet forces, each producing their own censorship frankings and closure
tapes. Historically it was agreed at the Yalta conference of February 1945 that Austria should have
occupation zones, but the boundaries were not formally ratified until the London conference of July 1945.
The map in Fig. 1 shows how this division occurred with Vienna under four power control.
It should be noted that by the late 1940s the population of Austria was approximately 6.9 million, with
about a quarter of the population living in Vienna. Poignantly too, most of the examples submitted were
addressed to the Red Cross in Geneva, presumably from relatives wondering what had happened to
missing POWs etc. etc.
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POST WORLD WAR II CENSORED MAIL FROM AUSTRIA TO SWITZERLAND (1945 – 1953) (Cont.)
THE BRITISH ZONE – 1945 – 1948
Here postal services began on the 16th July 1945, but outward-bound foreign mail did not begin until 2nd
January 1946. Mail held up by the chaos at the end of the War was released by late July/early August
1946. Censorship facilities were set up in Klagenfurt and, later, in Graz, initially under military control, but
from 1st April 1946 this became the responsibility of the civil population.
Foreign censorship ended in the British zone on 10th November 1947, except for mail to Germany and
Japan. On 14th February 1948 all postal censorship in the British zone ceased, the first of the occupying
forces to do so.
Postal Censorship - the British zone reflects the complexity of the censoring process and the variety to
be found. Thus Krueger identifies 18 different main censor marks and a censor rejection mark. When it
comes to censor closure tapes, no fewer than 75 different types have been distinguished. - by tape
material, tape colour, tape size, text printed on tape, quality of paper e.g. opaque glossy or opaque matte
etc. Thee examples are shown – Figs. 2, 3 and 4 (all three ex- La Blonde).

Fig. 2 - Cover sent to Red Cross Geneva from Graz 28 th August 1946 (postmark) with Graz Registration
label. Rate for registered envelope – 1s 50g. Censor Closer – white paper Krueger type BT 8b. Censor
mark – Krueger type BM – 4A, used in Graz. Geneva arrival mark - 1st September 1946.

Fig 3 - Cover postmarked Mittewald near Lienz (Upper Drau Valley) - 24th January 1946. Postage – 50g.
stamp to Red Cross Geneva. Closer type Krueger BT 1b. All the British Zone censor closers were phrased
'Geoeffnet!'. British censor type Krueger BM 4a. Censored in Klagenfurt.
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POST WORLD WAR II CENSORED MAIL FROM AUSTRIA TO SWITZERLAND (1945 – 1953) (Cont.)
Fig. 4 - Cover postmarked Villach, 40 kms. west of Klagenfurt 1st August 1946. Postage 50 g. to Red
Cross in Geneva. Plain closer tape (Krueger type BM 4A). British Censor mark type Krueger BM4a.
Censored in Klagenfurt.
THE UNITED STATES ZONE OF OCCUPATION 1945 – 1953
This zone consisted of the province of Salzburg and a portion of Upper Austria south of the Danube. It
was contiguous with the US occupation zone of South Germany. Initially the Soviets had occupied Styria
in contravention of the initial agreement, but under pressure they withdrew on 24 th July 1945. US military
forces remained in occupation until 20th October 1955, over 10 years later.
Postal Services - unified postal services began on 10th October 1945 and, as in the British zone, foreign
mail services officially began on 2nd January 1946. General foreign mail censorship ended on 10th
November 1947, except Germany and Japan which ended on 12th August 1953.
Postal Censorship - censorship took place in Salzburg and Linz chiefly, but for some time also in
Innsbruck (until taken over by the French), Wels and Steyr. The Linz facility took responsibility for
censorship of the whole of Upper Austria.
Censor Marks – there were 7 main ones (all except one being circular); 4 main official censorship
exemption marks ; 6 types of supplemental marks and 2 censor rejection marks. 25 different sorts of
censor tapes have been identified. (To be continued next month).

Fig. 5 – Cover sent to the International Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva from Ried/Gulten on 3 rd
October 1946. Correct postage – 50 g. White closer – Krueger type AT 3b(1) – all censored letters were
opened on the left hand side facing. US Military censor mark 2328 censored in Linz.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------A PLUG FOR SWISS PHILATELY
Did you catch the latest Swiss-related article by Adrian Keppel in 'Stamp Magazine (April '09 Page 56
'Sitting Pretty') on the Sitting Helvetia issues 1908 – 41. It includes some very glossy, full-colour, blow-up
illustrations of some of the rarer varieties. The edition also has a half-page item on Hans Erni's latest
designs for Swiss Post. Does anyone have information on what other Swiss themes have been covered in
British philatelic journals over the last, say five, years ? (Editor)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ARE YOU GOING TO WORPEX ?
on Saturday, 9th May 2009 from 10 a.m. at Oldbury Park Primary School, Oldbury Road,
St. John's, Worcester, WR2 6AA.
The premier one-day Stamp Fair organised by Worcester Philatelic and Postcard Society.
30 plus dealers. First class, home-made refreshments at reasonable prices.
Werner Gattiker of Leo Baresch Ltd. will be back this year with a sales table and will have
most of his Swiss stock at Worpex.
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HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWS
FUTURE REGIONAL MEETINGS
London Group – Wednesday 8th April at 6.30.p.m. - 'Odds and Ends' – All Members – in Room B328, Third
Floor, Macmillan House, Paddington Station, London W2 1FT. (Room open at 6.00.p.m.).
Northern Group – Saturday 4th April 2009 at 2.00.p.m. - AGM and Competition in the Leeds Institute for the
Blind and Deaf, Centenary House, North Street, Leeds. Enquiries to David Hope on 0161 303 0091.
Southern Group – Saturday 6th June 2009 at 10.30.a.m. - 'Postal History of the Jura Region' – lead by
Neville Nelder. All Members are encouraged to bring their own material. Werner Gattiker will be in
attendance with his material for sale. Saturday 24th October 2009 – 'Hotel Post' – Derek and Ruth
Dawson. Saturday 20th February 2010 – 'My Heimat' – All Members.
PROPOSED SOCIETY VISIT TO SWITZERLAND
Don Symonds writes : The Swiss Dealers' Association is celebrating its Centenary with a fair in
Rapperswil between Thursday 10th September and Saturday 12th September and it is hoped that we, as a
Society, could visit as a group. Currently most of the rooms in Rapperswil are already booked so we will
have to act quickly to secure a group booking. In the first instance would members please contact me,
Don Symonds, on 01202-883609 or better still by email at redondo2006@talktalk.net urgently. Hotels and
places to visit will be advised once we are assured of numbers interested. More details will be in the next
Newsletter.
Footnote – Don't forget the next major philatelic exhibition in Switzerland - 'Zuri '09' from 15th to 17th May
2009 in Zurich.
THE SOCIETY'S WEBSITE NEWS
Thanks to Fred Hoadley, our Webmaster, a RESEARCH section has been introduced, and includes an
index to the 'Swiss Philatelist' (the journal of the Amateur Collector), plus information about early Swiss
stamps from 1843 – 1853. Work is also underway to document the issues of 1854 – 1862 (i.e. the
Strubels). There is also a schedule of useful websites – see article on page 32 of this newsletter.
REPORT OF THE FEBRUARY MEETING OF THE NORTHERN GROUP
David Hope writes : 'Blocks On or Off Cover' was the title for the February meeting and what a variety of
material it produced. Having suggested this title David Colman gave the first presentation. He began with
some Standing Helvetia items including a block of 15 of the 50c (1907), blocks of four with various
customs cancels and a rare 1fr. (Z71E) in a block of six. Then came a selection of Pro Juventute issues
from the 1920s – 30s including cylinder blocks for 1939 and 1941. Among the airmails was a block of four
10c with the matt overprint on cover. Then came a selection of Pro Patria issues in the 1940s followed by
the definitive issues, Helvetia with Sword, Tell Boy, small landscapes and the high values. The UPU
jubilee of 1900 followed along with a NABA 1934 miniature sheet used on a registered cover. The
presentation was completed by a selection of booklets and tête-beche blocks on and off cover. Norton
Wragg then showed Pro Juvenute and Pro Patria blocks used on correctly related covers; while Dennis
Cairns showed the 1936 Pro Patria sheet along with the 1948 IMABA exhibition sheet correctly used on a
cover and then a selection of modern sheetlets of ten, including the Federer and Americas Cup ones.
David Whitworth followed with a selection of Sitting Helvetia in large blocks or half sheets, including one
with the 4c. double embossing. A highlight was a block of 16 x 1fr. while the 1881 issue came in blocks of
four. He then showed the 1949 definitives, including a block of four of the 3c. on a correctly rated postcard
to the USA. Finally he showed some trial prints in large sheets from Courvoisier. Tony Hoyle produced a
range of sheets of 25 including 1938, 1939, 1940 to 1944 Pro Patria and the 1947 Railway Centenary.
Then followed a selection of Pro Juventute in blocks of four, various stamped covers from the Philatelic
Bureau and trial prints from Courvoisier and the PTT printing works. Finally David Hope showed a
selection of covers including a block of six of the 1941 Agriculture stamp on a first day cover and a
complete sheet of the 1936 3c. Landscape (plain paper) on a registered cover, both of these to Britain. All
in all a very rewarding meeting enjoyed by all present.
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STUART R. MacKENZIE

The three miniature sheets shown below : 1945 Swiss Fund for War Disabled; 1951 Lunaba Exhibition
and 1955 National Stamp Exhibition, were part of a consignment from a vendor to my auction about
eighteen years ago. At the time I did not pay much time to examining all his material and it was only later
when I came to describe them that I noted that they were in fact fakes – all three sheets having a small
imprint of 'Faux' below the stamp design. At first glance very convincing, all three printed on granite
gummed paper, the Lunaba sheet had the imprint on the back.
Of course when I told the vendor he was not amused and had no idea which dealer he had purchased
them from. In the long run he did not want them back. Do any of our members know where these items
originated from and who produced them ?
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DERRICK SLATE/CHARLES KIDDLE

A Jungfrau postcard and its postmark and two more vignettes from Derrick Slate's collection are shown
below. The smaller one shows the Eiger, Mönch and Jungfrau with HOFER & CO. ZÜRICH printed in the
border. The larger one shows three people at Jungfraujoch, which was attached to the unused card with a
“Jungfraubahn” cancel '16 AUG 1905 3161M. Station Eismeer'.

Charles Kiddle of the firm 'World Poster Stamps' and a member of the HPS has responded to Derrick
Slate's front page article in the November '08 edition of the Newsletter. He points out that the six vignettes
made up a miniature sheet issued for publicity purposes c1915 (see illustration below). The inscription in
the margin reads AUSFUHRUNG GRAPHISCHE KUNST-ANSTALT HOFER & CO. A-G, ZÜRICH. The
artist was Wilhelm Fredrich Burger from Zürich who designed two other similar series. Derrick Slate
reports that Markus Wittwer's Catalogue of World War I Soldier Stamps Page 141 refers to 9 prints
produced by Hofer and Co. A-G in 1913. Trevor Clayton has seen a cover with one of the Jungfrau
vignettes from the miniature sheet posted on 22nd August 1929.

April

2009

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

DID YOU KNOW

Page 31

MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD

THAT at the recent AGM of the Ganzsachen-Sammler Verein more details of the forthcoming GABRA V in
Bern were revealed all for the benefit of those who make it to Bern 9th - 11th October '09, from free entry to
the special postcard. There is a non-competitive event and suitable exhibits from UK, USA etc. would be
welcome. Write to Georges Schild, at Rainmattstr. 3, 3011 Bern or g.schild@datacomm.ch for an entry
form. As mentioned here last month the UPU meeting in 1900 is associated with this Gabra, namely the
Monument (not Movement) erected in Bern to celebrate its 25th anniversary. The 1900 meeting of postal
representatives from all over the world was to choose, during 3 days, which submitted statue was to be
accepted. Apparently no postal matters were even discussed. Their selection has been a great success,
easy to find near the station.
THAT the SP is getting serious about global warming, not only the Pro Clima logo shown last month, but
also the new 1 fr. stamp issued on the 5th March showing the speeding up of typical glacier melting. See
the clear article in “Focus” (1/2009) by three university specialists on this subject. For a number of years
the fleet of postal vehicles has been in the process of lowering their CO2 output. See Fig. 1 for the FD
cancellation.
THAT after a lot of thought and working with stamp illustrations having different sizes of reproduction I
realised that the conventional perforation gauge per 2 cm. (e.g. 11.75 : 11.5) is not good enough for many
reasons. Using the number of teeth on 2 sides is much better i.e. 12 : 14 with the first number for the
horizontal side and the second for the vertical, as with the above gauge. Exact identification is then
possible even under glass. Small and large, wide or tall can be exactly defined. The only restriction is that
with linear perforation it is not always correct, but that does not occur with Swiss stamps (for the first
printing of the 1900 UPU stamps the perforation can be called “Duplex Harrow” and is fully described in
the Zumstein Specialised 2000 and earlier). Soldier stamps, air show vignettes, PJ forerunner of 1912 etc.
all have linear perforation as this was cheaper for such small quantities and the official perforation
machines were reserved for the higher quality postage stamps, from 1862 till now. Your comments are
invited, to the Editor please.
THAT to recognise insidious back-dated postmarks there are some tips to help the wary, although a
number of dealers and others are against giving this type of information to collectors. They say it helps the
forgers, I say collectors should know. I will start with an example from the Güller record book Vol. 1 page
48. The early cancellers had fine lines in the upper and lower segments but they turned out to be difficult
to clean leading to smudgy postmarks, so in 1874 - 75 the PO decided that the number of about 17 fine
lines should be reduced to 7 thick lines. This change was affected with No. 2583 and 2589 (in between
there are 5 rectangular cancels). See Figs. 2 and 3 full size. Note that at this time Güller delivered
cancellers set at random dates, only from February 1881 was the delivery date used and later the actual
FD as fixed by the PO in advance. Another curiosity the Fig. 2 type is not mentioned in the A and W 8
volumes of cancellations, only the Fig. 3 type as Group 143. Some collectors use 143A for the fine lines
and 143B for the thick lines or bars in correct historical order.
THAT today we have a different situation. The SP does not often clean or correctly ink the equipment, nor
do the counter staff receive any hints on correct cancelling. Fig. 4 shows an apparently maltreated cancel
as a decoy to make you think you have a genuine letter and not a bulk junk item.
THAT the firm of Honegger of Schmerikon will have a stand at the Swiss Stamp Dealers Association's
exhibition at Rapperswil-Jona on 10th - 12th September where you can view their range of classic material.

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Fig. 3

Fig. 4
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USEFUL WEBSITES
The Society's Website has a very useful list of websites of interest to Members, including dealers and
auctioneers, philatelic societies, transport themes and information on visiting Switzerland - see 'Useful
Links'. Below are some that you may or may not have come across. Members' comments or suggested
additions would be very welcome.
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

www.swiss-philately.co.uk – our own Helvetia PS website, including its Library Index and index of
previous Newsletter articles.
www.librarian@swiss-philately.co.uk - contact address of the Honorary Librarian of the HPS's
Library, Derrick Slate, who can provide a list of all the publications held and deal with borrowing of
literature or the provision of copies of journal articles for a small fee to cover postage, etc.
www.swisspost.com/swisspostcard - home of the electronic Swiss Post Card system which allows
customers to send cards with their own pictures from Switzerland to countries abroad.
www.post.ch – access to Swiss Post's monthly 'Philanews' which includes, among other things,
details of forthcoming new cancellations. Also access to their 'Focus on Stamps' archive.
www.swiss-stamps.org – the American Helvetia Philatelic Society including access to past articles
in its journal 'Tell' (and previous versions) from 2004 back to 1938.
www.vsphv.ch – the Union of Swiss Philatelic Societies.
www.thema-briefmarken.ch – Swiss Topical Philately Association (Thematics).
www.brit-thematic-assoc.com – the British Thematic Association.
www.swiss-societies.co.uk – the Federation of Swiss Societies in the UK.
info@ghonegger.ch - Gottfried Honegger, the dealer in mainly classical Swiss material, mentioned
by Michael Rutherfoord, who publishes an annual full-colour 'Alt-Schweiz Catalogue' in German.
www.MySwitzerland.com – website of the official Swiss Tourist Board – 'Switzerland Tourism' –
source of many useful themed/area travel guides.
www.nationalpark.ch – the Swiss National Park in Graubunden.
www.swissrailsoc.org.uk – the British society for those in love with the Swiss railway system.

P.S. For those interested in visiting Switzerland, 'The Guardian' has recently published a series of five
supplements on 'Summer in Switzerland' which appears to be a collaboration between the Swiss tourism
promotion organisation, 'Switzerland Tourism', and Anthony Lambert the author of a new book –
'Switzerland without a Car'. To view the supplements go to www.guardian.co.uk/visit-switzerland (Editor)
SWISS PHILATELY IN THE LIMELIGHT
Did you catch the latest Swiss-related article by Adrian Keppel in 'Stamp Magazine (April '09 Page 56
'Sitting Pretty') on the Sitting Helvetia issues 1908 – 41 ? It includes some very glossy, full-colour, blow-up
illustrations of some of the rarer varieties. The edition also has a half-page item on Hans Erni's latest
designs for Swiss Post. Does anyone have information on what other Swiss themes have been covered in
British philatelic journals over the last, say five, years ? (Editor)
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