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THE FURTHER EXPLOITS OF HOFER AND CO.

Fig. 1

DEREK DAWSON

Fig. 2

I was very interested to see (ref. HPS Newsletter April 2009 Page 30) the hotel vignettes from Derrick
Slate's collection, printed by Hofer & Co. AG of Zurich, as I have two lovely maps of the Rigi printed by
the same company. The illustrations above show the map covers – one for the Rigi - Kulm and Rigi –
Staffel railways (Fig. 1) and one for the Grand Hotel Rigi Kaltbad (Fig. 2, the back cover of the latter is
shown on Page 74). The quality of the paper used for both maps is superb to the touch as is the printing
and colour. The Hofer sales team obviously got about !
(Editor's note – having received Derek's letter, I had a brief look through my collection and noted that the
1914/18 Soldier Stamps set shown below had been printed by the same company – they make a very
attractive page in my album.)
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YOU HAVE SEEN MATERIAL FROM TENGA BUT WHAT ABOUT GOING TO TANGA?
JOHN CORDINGLEY
It seems to me that the days of the 50p Parcel Card are long gone. I remember one Philatex when a
dealer offered me a large bundle – pick my own, all 50p. There were some interesting high value cards
with the later printing of the 3f, 5f, 10f symbolic motif 1938-55 issues. All that I bought at that time have
addresses in Brussels (spelt in various ways), something that I notice about many parcel cards presently
being offered for sale. The Belgian post office must have retained a large number. Another source seems
to be in the Balkans evidenced by cards cancelled through Buchs and often bearing receiving country tax
stamps.
To find a card addressed elsewhere seems to be a bit unusual although the occasional one addressed to
France or the USA does turn up. Interest in collecting the cards must have increased quite considerably
in the last year or two judging by the prices being asked and figures attained at auction. The older cards
especially those with Standing Helvetia stamps, cards with Custom labels attached and cards to unusual
destinations seem to be particularly sought after. An additional attraction seems to be the generally nonphilatelic nature of this type of material. I can’t say that I have a collection of cards, more a bit of an
accumulation, but I’m always on the look out for something a bit different. I don’t think the chance of
finding a card addressed to ‘OST AFRICA’ is very high, so I was pleased when this one turned up (see
illustration on Page 69) – perhaps the stamping is a bit philatelic too. What do you think?
The card is dated 28th November 1939 and described a ‘Paket’ sent from the famous confectionery firm
of Sprüngli in Zürich. A huge 4.5kg packet sent without a declared value but described as a ‘Christmas
Present’ (in English!). I hope the packing didn’t weigh too much! The Sprüngli firm started in 1836 when
they took over the long established Vogel confectioner’s shop in Zürich’s Marktgasse. Now there are 13
local outlets in that area and also one in Winterthur.
Written centrally is ‘AUSFUHRGESUCH A 15340 v 23 Nov 39.’ Now my German is non existent but
reverting to a well thumbed dictionary I think this refers to a ‘request of export’ form numbered 15340 and
submitted on 23rd November. I have seen such forms but members will have more information about this
matter.
Surely the stamping on the card is philatelic? What a mixture of issues! There was a more economical
way of making up the 6.20fr. needed. I had understood that many firms could apply the stamps on the
cards but in this case it looks as if they were post-office applied – the handwritten directional instruction
has a stamp over the top requiring ‘Chiasso 2’ to be applied in crayon. And it did go through Chiasso as
the customs cds shows. From there the obvious route is through Marseilles and onwards by sea. The 3fr.
stamp deserved a closer examination. From the date, 1939, this is one of the grey-blue paper issues and
quite difficult to find.
The mixture of Mr & Mrs with the surname Kohler – Kuepfer is slightly intriguing because of the
English/German mixture. Then the address is Amboni Estates Ltd, Tanga, Ost Africa. I must admit that the
address was the attraction as far as this slightly battered parcel card was concerned. The Amboni Estates
still exist. They were major producers of sisal used for rope making and now supply sisal juice to the
pharmaceutical industry. Hecogenin, an extract, can be worked up to cortisone and hence Glaxo’s
interest in the estate. (Continued over page).
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(Continued from previous page) And so to Tanga itself. In 1914 Tanga was a port in one of the German
East African colonies which in 1919 as a result of a League of Nations mandate was ceded to Britain and
renamed became Tanganyika. The Usambara railway in Tanga made it of strategic importance. The
capture of the German African colonies was part of WW1 Allied strategy. What was to be the first major
action of the war in German East Africa started on the 3rd November 1914 with the landing outside Tanga
of a British force under General Aitken. The next day the force of 8,000 mainly hungry and travel sick,
poorly trained Indian reserves were fighting on unfamiliar and insufficiently surveyed ground. The result
was a shambles. At the end of the first day the fighting was of the nature of jungle skirmishing
interspersed with trying to ward off swarms of angry bees prevalent in the East African bush. Late on the
second day Colonel Paul von Lettow-Vorbeck in charge of the German forces launched a counter attack
despite being numerically outnumbered eight to one. Rapidly overrun the British force was forced to
retreat to their landing beach and boats. Evacuation took most of the third day. The costly defeat involved
360 British fatalities, over 500 wounded, and many supplies left behind including arms with over 600,000
rounds of ammunitions. The action is often referred to as ‘the Battle of the Bees’.

The war in East Africa was an odd affair – quite gentlemanly. After the battle a British Army representative
had breakfast with von Lettow-Vorbeck, sharing a bottle of brandy, comparing notes and opinions of the
battle as well as making arrangements for the caring of the wounded on both sides. Von Lettow-Vorbeck
had a remarkable war record, never lost a battle, remained undefeated and only ‘surrendered’ on 25th
November 1918 after accidentally hearing of the Armistice.
Tanganyika in 1939, the date of the parcel to the Kohler – Kuepfer family, was home to a variety of
peoples – the original German settler families with the newer British, indigenous Africans, Indian traders
and the Arabs who had been there for centuries. The languages used on the parcel card do partially
reflect this background. There are no arrival markings on front or back so I hope the parcel arrived safely.
It was the first Christmas of WW2.
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An answer to the question in the HPS Newsletter – September 1997 Page 65.

Fig 1
The questions about this full sheet of 25 cancelled 10 Fr. Stamps, bought for pennies at a Geneva flea
market many years before by Peter Hobbs, (the top part of which is reproduced in Fig. 1 above for new
members) has set off a long line of queries into all sorts of questions. The answers to some of them are
given below. Others remain open. Any comments from Members would be most welcome. Fig. 2 shows a
full size stamp from the top/-left corner of a mint sheet of the high value stamp.
At first one could think that the sheet was 'unique', but this is not the case. Many such cancelled sheets
exist, but they have not been coherently examined. As each stamp here has been cancelled 8.1.19.
singly there are no blocks of four with a central strike. Therefore they are of no interest to the collectors of
such material and the surviving sheets have not been broken up. Until about 1924 the PO Regulations
required each stamp to be cancelled clearly with the date.

Fig. 2 Full size top-left corner.

Fig. 3 Complete perforation layout for 25-stamp harrow.

But the original question was 'What were they for?'. For this see the top part of the original illustration
above (Fig.1). It is clear that the full sheet is stuck onto a PTT form for payment of some service, probably
some form of bulk payment. Use on letters seems unlikely at 10 Fr. apiece. Bulk payment of printed
matter (PP) at 3c an item is also unlikely and the Form No. would be shown as 225. It has been
suggested to me by a knowledgeable collector that as the sheets he had seen were all cancelled in Basel
he had assumed that they were a collective counter payment for export parcels going that way. But can
this explain the relatively high number of an expensive stamp being printed ? (Continued over page.)
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(Continued from previous page.) The other questions are easier to explain. The '4' in the upper selvedge
indicates 4th of the usual 4 sheets of 25 stamps printed on the printer's sheet at the same time. The
crosses halfway up each side indicate to the operator how the sheets to be perforated (usually 3) are to
line up correctly with the stamps. The sharp pair of needles in the frame must penetrate exactly at the
crossing points. They can often be seen today and are called 'needle holes'.
The unperforated margins are the unmistakeable sign of a 'harrow' perforating machine. Fig. 3 shows a
complete perforation layout for 25-stamp harrow.
This type, for 100 stamps at a time, was first introduced in 1862 for the 'Sitting Helvetia' stamps and was
then used exclusively until 1913. The above mentioned 25-stamp sheets were so perforated from 1914
until 1940 with the teeth arranged 23 : 15. The story of perforations in Switzerland will be told soon.
In the table below the earliest date of use is not usually known, as it was before FDCs became
fashionable. The validity for all 7 ended on 31.12.42. All, except Z129, can have overprint 'Société des
Nations' and 'S. d. N. Bureau International du Travail'.They are covered in the Amateur Collector and
Zumstein Catalogues.
Z No.

Value
Colour
PTA Date
Z Spec.
Approx. No.
Z. Price 2009
CHF
Early Use
Sold
mint/used
___________________________________________________________________________________
129
3.bluegreen
29.06.14 (1
03.12.14
1 450 000
1 950.- / 9.130
5.ultramarine
29.06.14 (1
20.11.14
2 000 000
130.- / 4.131
10.purple
29.06.14 (1
01.08.14
1 000 000
350.- / 4.142
3.redbrown
12.02.18 (2
03.03.18
6 000 000
350.- / 2.50.177
3.brown
15.07.31 (3
16.10.31
1 000 000
160.- / 7.178
5.blue
26.01.28 (4
20.02.28
1 656 500
450.- / 15.179
10.green
19.02.30 (5
17.03.31
390 000
650.- / 65.___________________________________________________________________________________
PTA = PO Circulars on New Issues.
(1 'These 3 stamps will be issued at the beginning of July, after the old stock is used up.'
(2 'Will be issued this month. The 3.- bluegreen is changed to redbrown, as green is unavailable.'
(3 New issue.
(4 Immediate new issue.
(5 New issue, after stock used up.
THE SUPER CON MAN PART 2 – AN AUSTRALIAN EXAMPLE

BILL HORNADGE

Further to the article on Bela Sekula in the March edition of the HPS Newsletter (Pages 23 and 24), the
author Bill Hornadge thought that our readers would like to know about a particular example of Sekula's
business methods which he intended to inflict on Australian philatelists. Mr. Hornadge believes that it is
the only publicly recorded example of the way Sekula operated and adds to our understanding of this
complex character. The paragraphs below appeared in 'The Cinderella Philatelist' in July 2008 and have
been reprinted with the permission of its Editor and the author. The text first appeared in Mr Hornadge's
serialised memoirs 'Stamping Around the World' which appeared in 'Stamp News' in April 2003.
One of Bela's largest coups involved a controversial Australian item, a souvenir sheet relating to the 1956
Melbourne Olympic Games, though the item itself was not produced until a year after the Games had
concluded.
The item was printed by a large Melbourne printing and stationery manufacturing firm which had
produced a number of souvenirs for the Games. Among them was a quantity of philatelic postcards with
an aboriginal motif. These had not sold well and the firm still had 50,000 left. What to do with them ? The
owner of the firm came up with a rather wild idea of printing a small miniature sheet reproducing in full
colour the official set of four Melbourne Games stamps, affixing them to the cards and attempting to sell
them as philatelic souvenirs.
Early in 1957 he put his ideas to the Postmaster General's Department which, rather surprisingly in view
of the traditional attitudes of the time, gave the project its blessing. On 18th June 1957 the Director
General of the Postmaster General's Department, Mr. G. T. Chippendall, gave the (Continued over page)

Page 72

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

September 2009

(Continued from previous page) firm the right to produce the sheets on certain conditions. One condition
was that the full colour illustration of the stamps must be in slightly reduced size. The second condition
was that a black overprint of a postmark be applied over the stamps so they could not be used for
postage; and the third condition was that the sheets must be attached to the postcards before being
offered for sale. This letter gave the issue some legitimacy in the eyes of the public and stamp world so
the printer went ahead and produced these quite attractive little miniature sheets.
At that stage the printer set about marketing his rather unusual Olympic Games souvenir item and he
immediately ran into a brickwall of disinterest. None of the dealers he approached wanted to have
anything to do with such an item. Max Stem, Melbourne's largest dealer, sounded me out on whether I
might be interested in these “Cinderellas” as I did deal in such items. I told him that I might be interested
in fifty copies (at a price) but certainly not 50,000. However, I did write the issue up in 'Stamp News'
where the fact of the official sanction of the item became the main area of interest and debate in philatelic
circles.
I was in Melbourne shortly afterwards and called on the printer to discuss the matter with him to find out
how he was going with what I considered a rather weird scheme. I was very surprised when he told me
that he had concluded a deal to sell them to an overseas wholesaler. When I asked him who the buyer
was, he hesitated for a while, but finally told me Bela Sekula of Zürich. He said he had already shipped
half the print run off to Bela and proposed to ship the remaining half shortly.
Trying to be helpful I suggested to him that Bela Sekula had a reputation of not paying anyone and that
he should wait for his payment for the first half of the lot before sending the balance. At my suggestion he
became very angry and suddenly terminated the interview. I can understand his action. He thought I was
trying to bad mouth a rival so I could get my hands on the shipment – or half of it. Of course, he ignored
my advice and shipped the second half to Bela and, as I had predicted, got nothing in return. Bela hadn't
been interested in the postcards so he still had his stack of 50,000. The cost of printing the sheets by
lithography in seven colours must have been considerable, and then there were his postage costs. I had
a lot of sympathy for the fellow, but if he had sounded out his idea with some of the Melbourne dealers in
advance they would have told him how impractical it all was.
What happened to the 50,000 sheets that Bela had got for nothing ? There is a bit of a mystery here.
Some time later a well known New York wholesaler purchased from Bela 10,000 of the sheets (at a
reputed price of five cents each) and proceeded to sell them to the trade at ten dollars per hundred.
When I called on the dealer during one of my trips through New York I bought a couple of hundred which
I thought was about all I could sell on the Australian market. He told me that they were selling very slowly
but eventually he must have got rid of them because they vanished from his list after a year or two.

Two of Bela Sekula's Advertising Vignettes. (Note the old spelling of his name.)
But what happened to the other 40,000 sheets ? They have never surfaced on the philatelic market and
when Bela Sekula died in 1966 they may well have gone out to the rubbish tip along with all the other
worthless junk that Bela had accumulated in his lifetime.
Footnote - The Society's Librarian, Derrick Slate, has written to say that he believes that Bela Sekula
moved back to Luzern in 1914 from Budapest. Derrick has an approvals book from the early 1900s, a
postcard advertisement from 1915 and a number of covers between 1915 and 1928 all suggesting that he
was based in Luzern during that time.
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MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD

THAT from 1st July the SP monopoly has dropped to the new limit of 50g per letter. This, together with
the digital revolution, has resulted in less letters to be handled and a new firm Quickmail has appeared,
which delivers letters in four Cantons around St. Gallen. The SP says that the letter volume has dropped
by 4%, but that they still have 75% of the market.
THAT the SP is trying out new methods of saving money, but not to the satisfaction of their private
customers. The reduced collection of mail from letter boxes, i.e. only in the early mornings from the
smaller towns and no collections at all on Saturdays, for instance. Now trials have started in a few
selected places with deliveries only in the afternoons. It is rumoured that 5% of the 10,000 delivery
postmen will be made redundant. The financial turn-down has also reduced the amount of junk mail; and,
of course, the smaller POs are closing regularly.
THAT in Focus, as usual, there is an interesting article on Friedrich Schiller whose last play, written in
1804, put Switzerland on the map, namely the story of Wilhelm Tell. Historians say it cannot be proven,
but I think it is likely. In 1986 a well-documented book of 300 odd pages appeared. One of the objections
was that Tell is not a Swiss name. However, there is a rural village west of Zürich called Dällikon today,
but until the 15th Century was written in surviving documents as Tällikon or Tellikon and in 870 as
Tellinghovon, ie the farm of Tello. This is not proof for careful historians, even though today's inhabitants
still call their village “Tälike” in Swiss-German.
THAT as part of their reorganisation of the sorting of the millions of letters per day (REMA) there are now
only 3 coding installations in the country, Zürich-Mülligen, Härkingen and Eclépens. But where are the
letters cancelled? This cannot be determined, as it is changing constantly, but clearly the minimum at the
counter (the staff are no longer trained to cancel properly). Mail collected from letter boxes is cancelled
mainly in either of the sorting offices. The distribution of the sorted mail by van (increasingly with “clean”
electric vehicles) follows complicated routes. All this means that curious cancellers are appearing, with
strange names and abbreviations. A selection is shown below.

THAT a question has been asked “What has happened to the rectangular emergency replacement date
stamps?”. I don't know exactly, but the last use was probably before the SP took over from the PTT in
1998. Some “collectors” had annoyed the PTT, as soon as the news got out, with hundreds of covers to
be cancelled on last and first days etc. The answer to that was that practically all POs received two or
more normal cancellers, so if one has to be repaired or replaced a substitute was to hand. I wonder if one
of these curious and original cancellers has been kept in the Postal Museum?
THAT the 130 and 180c stamps, which were “superseded”, then not, are now available from the
Philatelic Service without the Priority tab, and showing the correct cuts through the teeth. Enough to
puzzle collectors for a long time.
THAT I must apologise for not realising that the illustrations on page 66 of last month's DYK would not
(yet) come in full colour. The “INK” is in yellow, red and blue, and of course the background of the
Schwamendingen shield is in red, see Z 271, 70c from the 1979 Pro Juventute set.
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New Meeting Place for the Northern Group
After meeting at Centenary House since September 1986 the Northern Group had their booking for the
new season abruptly terminated in July. Evidently the House administrators have decided to cancel all
weekend outside bookings with immediate effect. However, thanks to David Whitworth, the Northern
Group's chairman, a new venue has been arranged. The Group will meet in the canteen at Corporation
Mill, Corporation Street, Sowerby Bridge, near Halifax. Although not as convenient as Centenary House it
does keep the show on the road. The Group's first meeting of the new season is on Saturday 12 th
September at 2 pm with the subject being 'New Acquisitions/Members' Choice'. The next meeting is 3 rd
October when the subject is 'Geneva Postal History' by Cedric Dry. Anyone wishing to attend can obtain a
map of the location from Northern Group secretary, David Hope (Tel. 0161 303 0091).
Next Southern Group Meeting
Saturday 24th October at 10.30. am - 'Swiss Hotel Post/My Heimat' by Derek and Ruth Dawson at the
Clovelly Hotel, Salisbury – full details were set out in the August Newsletter.
Next London Group Meeting
Wednesday 9th September at 6.30. pm - 'Canton Valais' – All Members welcome at Room B327,
Macmillan House, B Block, Paddington Station (alongside Platform 1), London W2.
Pro Patria Catalogues
Reference the article in the July Newsletter (Page 53) on the catalogue produced by Johannes Müller.
Three Members have shown an interest in purchasing a copy. We need two more to place an order – is
anyone interested ?
Auction Newsletter
Auctioneers Argyll Etkin report that their next auction includes a collection of Swiss stamps and postal
history, divided into 40 lots, formed by a member of the Helvetia Philatelic Society. They are sure that
some of our members would find something of interest in this collection. The auction is on the 24th
September at the Regus Conference Centre, 1 Northumberland Avenue, London WC2, with the lots on
view the previous week at Stampex as well as at their offices. The catalogue may be viewed on line from
about one month before the auction at www.auction-net.co.uk or www.argyll-etkin.com ; alternatively they
would post a printed catalogue to anyone who requests one.
THE FURTHER EXPLOITS OF HOFER AND CO. (Continued from Page 67)
The cover of the Rigi Kaltbad Map by Hofer and Co.

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
Printed by Kallkwik Chichester GB

