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SWISS STAMPS ON PARADE
Swiss stamps often appear on other countries' philatelic souvenir items. Take these souvenir sheets of
stamp fairs held in Great Britain (see illustration below). Perhaps it is because of the early date of the first
Swiss issues or the acknowledged high quality of design of the 'classics' that makes them a natural choice
of souvenir producers. Has anyone better examples that I could display ? (Editor)

THE SWISS POST OFFIICE AS DEBT COLLECTOR
WERNER GATTIKER
From 1875 to 1972 the Swiss PTT offered a service for the collection of (usually commercial) debts.
Special forms and envelopes were printed for this service, and I often get asked about these. While I am
not certain about several details of this service, I will try to give an overview and explain the meaning of
some of the text found on the printed forms.
Initially the Post Office offered a debt collecting service which was little different from the cash-on-delivery
(“Nachnahme, Remboursement') service, except that it used (from 1875 to 1891) special 50c. postal
stationery envelopes headed “Einzugsmandat/Mandat d'encaissement”. For the last printing of 1887 the
French language heading changed to “Recouvrement”. The creditor addressed this envelope to the Post
Office where the debtor lived, filled in the debtor's name and address and the amount to be collected. On
payment of the debt to the postman the debtor was handed the contents of the envelope, usually a
receipt, or a receipted invoice, while the empty envelope plus the money collected was returned to the
originating Post Office which paid out the creditor. Effectively the envelope became a Money Order on its
return journey, provided the debt was paid. Such “Einzugsmandate” were sent by registered post
(“Chargé”), and up to the mid-1880s the service even included destinations in Germany, Bavaria and
Württemberg. If the debtor refused payment, then the envelope with its contents was simply returned to
the sender, marked unpaid (“Nicht eingelöst/Impayé”). It is my belief that the Post Office retained paid
“Einzugsmandate”, as those found in the philatelic market are almost invariably unpaid ones. This same
service continued from 1891 to 1898, except that in this period the envelopes were not stamped i.e. they
were merely forms rather than postal stationery, and stamps had to be fixed to pay for the service.
(continued on the next page).
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A very similar service started up again, I believe sometime in the 1930s, using formula cards headed
“Einzugsauftrag/Recouvrement”. This service did not offer the possibility of serving documents or
receipts, such as the parallel service using envelopes (see below), but often they incorporated Post Giro
forms for the transfer of money collected direct to the creditor's Post Giro account (Postbank account).

The “Einzugsauftrag/Recouvrement/Riscossione” envelopes which were in use between 1898 and 1972
cause the most confusion among collectors. They are probably best called “Debt Collection Envelopes” in
English. The purpose is the same as for the simple debt-collecting service outlined in the above
paragraphs, but they offered additional services, notably the possibility, if the debtor refuses to pay the
postman, to pass on the debt to a public debt collection service called “Betreibungs-Amt/Office des
Poursuites”.
Here we need to deviate a little to explain this typical Swiss institution, the “Betreibungsamt”. These are
state-run offices, usually operated by town and city councils, which assist a bone-fide creditor to collect
debts, if necessary through the courts, and possibly leading to confiscation of income or assets, or to
bankruptcy. They can probably best be compared to our Small Claims Courts plus Bailiffs Office rolled
into one. They are outside the court system as such, but will take a creditor's claim to a court, if disputed
by the debtor. They also chase debts arising out of dishonoured drafts and cheques which were
“protested” by the payee.
So back to our Debt Collection Envelopes. Like the cards they are headed “Einzugsauftrag /
Recouvrement/Riscossione”. They look similar to the old “Einzugsmandate” and contain sender's
(creditor's) name and address and possibly post giro account details on the left, addressee's (debtor's)
name and address and amount claimed in the centre. The top contains the Registration number and the
franking (in stamps) with the dispatch office's date-stamp. An arrival cds is struck in the lower left corner,
and the additional services asked for by the sender are entered in the lower central panel
(“Verfügungen”...). Such dispositions could read “Protest” in the case of unpaid drafts. “Betreibung” or
“Poursuite” in the case of other debts, sometimes put into a whole sentence such as “.... if he does not
pay to be passed on to the Betreibungsamt...”. In such cases the envelope would not only contain the
usual receipt for a debt paid, but also the prescribed forms to start an action by the “Betreibungsamt”,
plus their initial fee. If that field was left empty, the envelope would be treated like the Debt Collecting
Cards discussed further up i.e. if unpaid no further action would be taken and the envelope returned to
the sender.
On the back of the envelope there is first an instruction not to seal Debt Collection Envelopes, if further
action (“Betreibung, Protest”) is requested. Why this should be, I do not know. Then follow various boxes
on the left, all asking for a date : 1. Dem Boten bezahlt = paid to the postman ; 2. Erster Zustellversuch =
First attempted delivery ; 3. Zur Abholung gemeldet = Left notice to collect (from P.O.) ; 4. Nochmals
vorweisen = Second attempt to deliver (the sender could ask the Post Office to present the Debt
Collection Envelope a second time to the debtor, if the first attempt failed. For this an extra fee had to be
paid by sticking a stamp in the box on the right) ; 5. Verweigert = Refused. On the right is a date-box to be
completed if the debtor asks for time to pay (Frist verlangt...). Below are fields for the postman's and the
debtor's signatures. Below the line is space for the Post Office clerk to sign, if the debt was paid at the
Post Office counter, or to mark the debt as unpaid by circling “Nicht eingelöst....” and to add his datestamp for onward transport of the envelope. This would be either to the Debt Collecting Office (in which
case it was sent registered and normally a new R-label affixed), or back to the sender. Continued on P. 20
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THE SOCIETY'S ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING 2010
The Society's Honorary Secretary, Peter Vonwiller, writes - Full details of this event, along with a Booking
Form, were distributed with the December Newsletter – if you have mislaid your copy either 'phone or email the Secretary. Should you not have made your mind up as to whether to join with your fellow
members for what promises to be an interesting and sociable weekend do bear in mind that two
interesting presentations will inform, whilst you can participate in the Auction, enter/judge the Cup
Competitions, enter a small display and enjoy the Society Dinner. If that doesn't appeal you can just sit
back and enjoy yourself and maybe peruse Werner Gattiker's stock. Your Committee hope to have the
pleasure of your company. (And there's always the AGM!) The Notice of the AGM, including the agenda,
is set out below.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Notice is hereby given that the sixty-third
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
will be held on
Saturday, 17th April 2010 at 2.00 p.m. prompt at THE OXFORD BELFRY HOTEL
MILTON COMMON THAME OXFORDSHIRE OX9 2JW
AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 28th March 2009 and published in
the May 2009 edition of the Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter
3. Matters arising from the Minutes
4. Chairman’s Address
5. Hon. Secretary’s Report
6. Hon. Treasurer’s Report and Statement of Accounts for year ending 31st December
2009
7. Hon. Treasurer – 2010 Budget and 2011 subscriptions
8. Appointment of Auditor
9. Hon. Packet Secretary’s Report
10. Librarian’s Report
11. Election of Officers and Members of the Society’s Committee for 2010 - 2011
12. Motions and Resolutions
13. Any Other Business
NOMINATIONS Nominations for the election of Officers and Members of the
Committee i.e. Chairman, Vice-chairman, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer and (not
exceeding) twelve members of the Committee, should be sent to the Hon. Secretary
in writing to reach him not later than Thursday, 15th April 2010. Such nominations
must carry the assent of the nominee.

RESOLUTIONS Any member desiring to move a Motion or Resolution at the
Annual General Meeting must give notice in writing, enclosing the text, to the Hon.
Secretary not less than 14 days before the Annual General Meeting.
Peter Vonwiller Hon. Secretary.
David Hope Chairman.
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THE 'CIRCLED-T' IS ALIVE AND WELL IN TICINO

March 2010
BOB MEDLAND

In response to the plea for articles on “Philatelic News from Switzerland”, to get the ball rolling, I submit
the following :
'Circled-T' handstamps were issued to post offices from 1911 onwards – augmenting or replacing the
larger or open silhouette T canceller – for indicating unfranked or under-franked mail. About 30 variants
are known and this has been written-up fairly comprehensively in past issues of the Newsletter. These
handstamps were initially intended for striking covers off-stamp. With the withdrawal of postage due
stamps in 1955 they were then used to cancel ordinary stamps used for postage due purposes. That
system was phased out in the mid-1960s but some examples of circled-T handstamps are to be found on
covers from the late 1960s.

While on holiday in Ticino in September 2009 I posted the letter illustrated above to myself with
insufficient postage at Morcote (a delightful village on the shore of Lake Lugano) to see how the underpayment would be treated. I was very surprised when it turned up on my doorstep bearing a circled-T
handstamp as well as the nowadays usual manuscript notation of the deficiency, being 30c. short of the
Sfr.1.30 correct postage. So the Morcote circled-T handstamp could be nearly 100 years old. Does
anyone else have recent examples of their use ?
THE SWISS POST OFFICE AS DEBT COLLECTOR (Continued from P. 18)

WERNER GATTIKER

The cost for the Post Office's Debt Collection service was remarkably low. Up to 1898 it cost a standard
all-inclusive 50c. From 1898 the charge was for a registered letter or card, plus a fee of 10c. (1898 to
1925), 20c (1925 to 1967) or 30c (1967 to 1972). If a special service was requested (Betreibung,
Poursuite, Protest) then the additional fee would double to 20c, 40c or 60c respectively. Postage and
additional fee would be paid in stamps like for any other letter, except that the extra fee for a repeat
presentation should appear separately on the back of the envelope.
As mentioned, I am not too familiar with the fine details of the Debt Collecting Service, and further
questions require answers. For instance, on some envelope forms there is a field for a number “No.....” on
the lowest line, but it is not known what number this refers to. And what happened to envelopes and cards
where the debtor paid up ? One assumes that this was the majority, but nearly all you find in the philatelic
market are unpaid items ? Also, the initial (outward) R-number is usually inserted by a numerator, rather
than by using a normal R-label, so did Post Offices have a separate register for Debt Collecting Covers
and cards ? Here is a small specialist field ripe for further investigation by a curious collector.
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A NEW SWISS CATALOGUE
Stanley Gibbons Stamp Catalogue Part 8 - Italy and Switzerland
Gibbons' description of their new catalogue includes the following - 'Last published in 2003, this is the 7th
edition of this catalogue. Priced at £42.50 it is the only catalogue published in English which covers the
stamp issues of both countries in a single volume. Detailed and highly informative, it is ideal for any
collector who specialises in these popular countries. New issues have been updated to mid-2009 and
90% of the entries have been re-priced. It features about 5,000 full-colour stamp illustrations in its 476
pages. Major varieties are listed including perforation, shade and watermark variations, overprint types
and major errors. Booklets are listed and priced and information is provided on currency changes and
machine labels for Switzerland and Liechtenstein. A revised five - language version of the International
Philatelic Glossary is also included.'
As well as the two main countries it includes sections on Liechtenstein, International Organisations
located in Switzerland, United Nations (Geneva), San Marino, Vatican City, Campione and various Italian
States, Colonies and early Post Offices abroad. Of the 476 pages, 71 relate directly to Switzerland, 48 to
Liechtenstein, 36 to UN Geneva and 7 to International Organisations in Switzerland.
The main Switzerland listing contains details of Postage Dues, Franchise Stamps, Airmail and Pro Aero
stamps, Pro Sport and Pro Patria stamps and Miniature Sheets. Pro Juventute stamps, Booklets
(including Pro Patria and Pro Juventute issues) and recent Machine Labels are listed separately.
The approx. 5,000, full-colour, stamp illustrations provide an example of at least one design of each
stamp set/series. Practically all the stamps issued by UN Geneva are illustrated. The illustrations of Swiss
Federal and Cantonal and Italian stamps issued prior to 1908 are not in colour.
A novel aspect of the Catalogue are the “Design Indexes” which list alphabetically significant stamp
design subjects (e.g. particular buildings, scenes, personalities, animals, organisations) These may be
particularly helpful to those who collect by theme. New design indexes have been provided in the 7th
Edition for Liechtenstein and San Marino and those for Switzerland and Italy have been updated.
Attempting to catalogue all the 'stamps of the world' is a tremendous challenge for any organisation, even
the legendary Stanley Gibbons Ltd. so it is perhaps not surprising that this volume is not as wide in its
coverage as some other catalogues available to specialist collectors of Swiss philatelic material.
Nevertheless, for the more general collector and others, it has some significant 'plus points' including its
conciseness, explanations and descriptions of stamp designs/subjects in English, prices in £ sterling and
information on the designer, printer, printing method and perforations of each stamp. It is particularly
useful for those looking for information on the stamps of both Italy and Switzerland in one handy volume,
but conversely it is a lot to pay if you are not particularly interested in Italian issues.
For someone wanting coloured illustrations of all Swiss and Liechtenstein stamp designs, seeking greater
detail on the Cantonal issues and the early Federal issues or requiring information on specialist topics
such as Pro Patria cards, Railway, Telegraph or Hotel stamps then one of the more specialised Swiss
catalogues, such as those of the Swiss Philatelic Dealers' Association or Zumstein, will need to be
consulted
A couple of detailed observations - The perf. 11¾ is used a lot in Swiss catalogues, whereas Gibbons
show it as 11½. Unfortunately for the stamp designers concerned, none of the three catalogues
mentioned in this review list or illustrate the many interesting imprinted stamps on postal stationery cards.
To view those you will need yet another specialist tome.
Stanley Gibbons have kindly donated a copy of their catalogue for the Society's Library. The Library
identification number is 515, weight 1.10 kg. (The Editor acknowledges the help he has received from
David Hope and Fred Pickard in producing this Review.)
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
8th - 15th May - 'London 2010 - Festival of Stamps' International Philatelic Exhibition at the Business
Design Centre in Islington, London. 15th - 18th September - Autumn Stampex, also at the Business Design
Centre. Please let the Editor know if you are intending to exhibit or compete at either of them !
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REPORT ON THE LONDON GROUP'S MEETING - NOVEMBER 2009 - SWISS MAIN LINE RAILWAYS
Claude Mistely writes : The evening provided a good coverage of the subject and a map was shown to
remind members of the routes. There was also a description of how Swiss steam and electric locomotives
were classified.
The Gotthard section of the Swiss Federal Railways (SBB) was featured by Derrick Slate and Claude
Mistely. Cards showing various stages of the Gotthard Tunnel construction were shown with a description
of the difficulties that were encountered and also the 1932 Gotthard 50th Anniversary stamps showing
some of the leading persons that were involved. Cards of the gala opening of the Gotthard Railway in
1882 (at that time a privately owned railway, which became part of the SBB in 1909) and of steam and
electric locomotives that had operated on the Gotthard line over the past 125 years were shown as well
as cards of the early posters. Derrick Slate presented an attractive selection of cards with views of most
sections of the line, including various aspects of the tunnel approaches. Claude Mistely showed some
relevant postmarks and some material from the Gotthard Centenary issue including maximum cards of
the locomotives.
The private Bern-Lötschberg-Simplon Railway was also well covered. Derrick Slate produced an
extensive variety of cards showing views of the railway, particularly between Interlaken and Brig, the
building of the Lötschberg Tunnel and its formal opening in the presence of dignitaries from Switzerland
and Italy. Claude Mistely showed cards of the predecessor steam railways prior to the construction of the
Lötschberg Tunnel. From Brig, both the SBB and the BLS ran services through the Simplon Tunnel into
Italy. Right from its opening in 1913, the Simplon Tunnel had electric trains running through it from Brig to
Domodossola and cards of these early SBB locos were also displayed. Colour photographs taken by the
late Frank Bulstrode while he was enjoying a ride in the cab of one of the post-World War II BLS electric
locos were shown. Derrick also showed material featuring the Albula and Bernina lines of the metre
gauge Rhaetian Railway, which provided main line railway services in Canton Graubunden.
The final display was given by Vice-Chairman Eric Lienhard majoring on the Bodensee-Toggenburg
Railway which was of particular interest to him as he had a family connection with one of the 19th Century
promoters who was a driving force from the 1880s for the construction of the railway. Eric produced
documents and historical cards pertaining to the construction, particularly of the Sitter Viaducts near St
Gallen and the Riehen Tunnel near the Lake of Zurich, as well as a selection of old BT railway tickets. To
conclude, Eric showed a selection of Elzevir TPO cancels of some of the early lines around Basel, Zürich
and Olten.
Claude Mistely proposed a vote of thanks for the most interesting displays. The sad thing was the lack of
members attending. He warned that, unless there was a significant improvement, the London Group
would be forced to close.
FUTURE REGIONAL SOCIETY MEETINGS
London – Thursday 14th April at 6.30.p.m. - 'Odds and Ends' – All members – in Room B327, Macmillan
Hose (adjoining Platform 1), Paddington Station, London W2. Further details from Claude Mistely : Tel.
01737 551689. If you can, PLEASE come along and help this group to continue !
Northern – Saturday 6th March at 2.00.p.m. - 'Cancellations' by Bob Medland ; Saturday 10th April – 'AGM
and Chairman's Presentation' by David Whitworth. Both meetings to commence at 2.30.p.m. In Corporation Mill, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire. Further details from David Hope : Tel. 0161 303 0091.
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STUART R. MACKENZIE

I was very sad to hear that my old friend Heinz Katcher had passed away. Kit Jarman phoned to let me
know and we had a long chat about the many years that we had both known him. Regarding Kit's
footnote (HPS Newsletter February 2010 Page 12), I am the other 'Terrible Twin' ! As I had already
prepared the following article I thought that it would be a fitting memory of Heinz.
A small black and gilt Hogarth frame (double glazed) has been staring down at me from my study wall for
about thirty five years and only recently I took it apart to transcribe the letter within. Those of you who
frequented Westbury Road or Park Road (St John's Wood) might have noticed the frame behind Heinz's
desk, showing the fine steel engraved letter sheet illustrated below. It was a letter sheet dated 29th
October 1855 that I had coveted on my many visits. Then one day, just before Heinz moved to Highgate,
he presented it to me. I had always wanted to know who was writing to 'Lizzie' and why this letter sheet,
showing the Schweizerhof Hotel, was used. I am still none the wiser as the writer, Lizzie's sister, only
mentions that the Hotel had newly opened during the summer of 1885. (A transcript of the letter is on P.
24). The frame and letter have now been reassembled and replaced on my study wall – a lasting memory
of an old friend

1855(Oct 29) Entire letter from LUCERNE to VAUXHALL, Surry (sic) franked with 15 rappen (24D) and
40 rappen (26A) cancelled with the seven bar grille, boxed PD and LUCERN VORM d.s. All struck in blue.
BASEL VORM and PARIS CALAIS TPO b/s LONDON PAID arrival struck on front with both the LONDON
Tombstone morning arrival and afternoon despatch b/s in red.
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STUART R. MACKENZIE

A Transcript of the letter from Lizzie's sister Anne - original spelling and punctuation

NEW MEMBER
A very warm welcome to Michael Kemp from Suffolk who has recently joined our Society. Like all our
members, we encourage you to take full advantage of the many services provided and hope to see you at
the Society's Annual National Meeting in Thame (Nr. Oxford) in April.
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BOB JOHNSON

I recently bought a letter sent in March 1834 from the Municipality of Cademario to the Republic of Ticino
bearing the municipal mark of Cademario, which, according to the catalogue of such marks published by
Kurt Baumgartner 'Catalogo dei Bolli di Franchigia e Sigilli delle Municipalita Ticinesi 1800 – 1900', was in
use from 1832 to 1914, and is found in black, lamp-black, blue, green and violet. The mark at the bottom
of the letter page is shown below.

The letter also had a mark in a circle at the top of the page (see below) with the letters C:T/soldi/2.6. I
believe this is a kind of pre-stamp or tax mark and that 'SOLDI' is a type of currency. Can any member
give me more information about this mark ?

NEWS FROM THE NETHERLANDS

BOB JOHNSON

Our member, Bob Johnson, has kindly provided translations of the titles of the main articles that have
appeared in the journal of our sister society in the Netherlands, 'Jungfraupost.' They are set out below :
March 2009
'Brief Details of 31 Displays by Members at POSTEX in October 2008 on the Occasion of the Society's
40th Anniversary' (16 pages)
June 2009
'Announcement of the Forthcoming Exhibition GABRA V organised by the Schweizerische Ganzsachen
Sammler Verein (SGSSV)' – the Society of Collectors of Postal Stationery (The exhibition commemorated
the centenary of the erection of the UPU monument in Bern (1)
'Postal Etiquettes of Switzerland' (16)
'Possible Discovery of a New Perfin – similar to F.32 in Martin Baer's Catalogue'
September 2009
'A Cancellation with Fleurons' (1)
'Two Aspects of Tell : His Headgear on the Statue and the Stamp First Issued in 1914 – Plate Faults' (11)
'A Curious Piece : A Form Used to Rectify Postage Underpaid' (4)'
'Canton Cancels with Special Attention to Obwalden' (5)
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HIGH VALUES

MARC BURGESS

I was very interested to read Michael Rutherfoord's articles on these stamps (ref. HPSN September 2009
Pages 70/71) as I have a full sheet of the 25 individually cancelled stamps for each of the 3 fr. blue-green,
5 fr. ultramarine and 10 fr. purple values. These were acquired for very little many years ago and I also
have been intrigued as to their usage.
However, not all sheets were cancelled in Basel as is suggested in the article. The illustrations show the 3
fr. (see illustration above) and 5 fr. (illustration on the left below shows a block of 4 from the sheet) sheets
as cancelled 'Geneve Gazettes' 2.XII.15. and 15.I.18. respectively, whereas the 10 fr. sheet is cancelled
'Basel Controle' 24.IV.19. (illustration on the right below shows a block of 4 from the sheet) and the
published example is cancelled 'Basel Briefaufgabe' 8.I.19. A coherent study of the cancels and their
dates may reveal answers to the original question : 'What were they for ?'

NEWS FROM AMERICA
The January edition of the AHPS's journal “Tell” has several interesting articles including : “Seldom Found
on Cover : A Study of Early Swiss Airmail – The Swiss 30Rp. Helvetia (F1) Airmail Stamp with Red
Overprint.” by Hugo Ruoss (previously in the SBZ 11/2007) ; a report on 'Postal Stationery at the GABRA
V Exhibition' and a review of “Two New Postal Stationery Catalogues” (by Zumstein and M.Baer/SGSV).
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