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JUNGFRAUBAHN (JB) – THE HIGHEST RAILWAY STATION IN EUROPE

DERRICK SLATE

For many years I have been studying the various Jungfrau postmarks, cachets, vignettes, etc. and
whenever possible I have published my findings. Related articles have appeared in the Newsletter in
May 1976, September and November 1990, September, October and November 1999, November 2008
and April 2009. About a year ago I was very fortunate in being offered Trevor Clayton's Jungfrau
collection. This included a number of postcards and, in particular, a few 1936 Station cancellations and
some lovely Rothstock cachets. This material is very difficult to acquire and I was delighted to be offered
his collection. Some of the cards are used to illustrate this article. (Postmarks will appear at a later date.)
The story of how best to convey visitors to the summit of the Jungfrau is complex. Back in the 19th
Century there were several proposals submitted. One was to construct an 'Eiffel Tower' and then a cable
car across to the mountain itself. Another was a giant spiral staircase linking to a lift. - see the illustration
above. The first serious railway to the summit was to be a high gradient in open terrain. Adolf GuyerZeller decided on tunnelling.
Adolf Guyer-Zeller was born in 1839. He had a few days holiday in the area and on 27 th August 1893,
after a climb up the Schilthorn from Mürren, he sketched the final plans for the Jungfrau Railway in his
notebook. Construction started on 27th July 1896. He died in 1899, six months after the opening of the
Eigergletscher Station and two months after piercing the first Provisional Wall Station Rothstock. The
work was continued by his sons and assistants and by the company that he founded. Fig. 2 shows a
picture of an early train.
The first section of the Railway from Kleine Scheidegg (Fig. 3) to Eigergletscher (Fig. 4) was opened on
19th September 1898 (In those days the glacier continued beyond the railway station). The second
station, Rothstock, was opened on 2nd August 1899 (Fig. 5). This was only a provisional station and had
a long tunnel to the exit. From here you could climb down steps and walk along a path to a viewing
gallery. From here views included Kleine Scheidegg, Mürren and Schilthorn.
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3 Kleine Scheidegg

The third station, Eigerwand, was opened on 28th June 1903 with views from the Eiger wall (Fig. 6). On
25th July 1905 station Eismeer opened (Fig. 7), with wonderful views of the ice. There were also steps
down to the glacier (Fig. 8). Finally, the upper terminus opened on 1st August 1912. This is the highest
railway station in Europe (3454 m), although it is still well below the summit of the Jungfrau. A network
of tunnels leads to a hotel, restaurant and an observatory (Fig. 9). On 21 st October 1972 the restaurant
and hotel were completely destroyed by fire, but were soon re-built.
Jungfrau Railway Station Cancellations
Their primary use was not postal. They are the official cancellation of the Railway Station Officers. They
were intended for use on Railway Documents on this private railway and are not easy to acquire.
Station
Eigergletscher
Rothstock (provisional)
Eigerwand
Eismeer
Jungfraujoch

Inauguration
19.9.1898
2.8.1899
28.6.1903
25.7.1905
1.8.1912

Height Above Sea Level
2320 m
2520 m
2865 m
3159 m
3454 m

Distance from Kleine Scheidegg
2.0 km
2.9 km
4.3 km
5.7 km
9.3 km

Other Heights- Hotel, Restaurant and Post Office – 3457m ; Flag on the Jungfraujoch Plateau – 3475 m
; Meteorology Observatory – 3572 m ; Jungfrau – 4158 m. Some cards or cancels show differing
heights for the various stations: Eigergletscher – 2323, 2330 or 2360m ; Rothstock – 2324, 2530 or
2550m ; Eigerwand – 2867 or 2868m ; Eismeer – 3153 or 3161 m ; and Jungfraujoch – 3454 or 3457 m.

4 Station Eigergletscher

5 Rothstock - Tunnel Exit and Walk to the Gallery
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Tourist traffic on the Jungfrau Railway during the construction period (i.e. annual number of passengers).
To the Rothstock – 1899 – 43,719 ; 1900 – 50,092 ; 1901 – 46,220 ; 1902 – 48,511.
To the Eigerwand – 1903 – 57,167 ; 1904 – 58,036.
To the Eismeer – 1905 – 73,333 ; 1906 – 75,206 ; 1907 – 73,483 ; 1908 – 72,388 ; 1909 – 67.333 ;
1910 – 65,291 ; 1911 – 86,067.

6 Station Eigerwand

8 Station Eismeer - Gallery and Ice walkers

7 Station Eismeer with Post Office

9 Jungfrau with the buildings

REPORT OF THE APRIL MEETING OF THE NORTHERN GROUP

DAVID HOPE

The AGM and Chairman's presentation brought another successful, if somewhat difficult, season to a
close. The loss of our regular meeting room of over 20 years was a blow, but the move to Corporation
Mill at Sowerby Bridge has been good. The loss of Cedric Dry was also a blow to the group. Despite all
this the group enjoyed a variety of presentations, in particular Bob Medland's 'Cancellations'. The
Chairman for next season is Michael Proctor. The programme for next season will follow later.
After the formal business the Chairman, David Whitworth, gave his presentation. David began with the
Sitting Helvetia issues of 1862 – 1881. He showed imperforate colour trials, the basic stamps showing
shades, blocks and part sheets plus half sheets of fifty as issued to post offices. Examples of double
embossing and split frame lines were also included. The stamps finished with the Ausser Kurs
overprints. Then followed a variety of covers showing single and multiple usage of the stamps. Notable
here were the 3c. on a 'Gazetta Ticinese' and on printed matter to Italy, a 30c. with Cervio oval cancel,
60c. on a letter to England 1864, 50c. to USA 1869, 1fr to USA, 1fr 10 to USA and to Brazil and 10c x 4
grilled paper to Japan. A particularly interesting item was a registered summons rated 45c. made up of
5c. local rate, 20c. registration and 20c. fee for the return of the summons to the sender. In the second
round David showed the 1949 definitive issue. He began with each value shown in complete sheets and
on presentation sheets. He then showed a variety of covers showing the usage of the stamps. These
included the 3c. on a newspaper, 10c. with a 'Dépot privé pour colis Barboleusaz' strike, 5c x 2 posted
from SS 'Maloja' in Lagos, Nigeria, 35c. printed matter and a variety of registered, express, urgent and
'Acte judiciare' covers. David was thanked by David Hope for a superb presentation to round off the
season.
THE AMERICAN HELVETIA PHIATELIC SOCIETY'S ANNUAL CONVENTION will be at the 2010
Minnesota Stamp Expo in the Minneapolis suburb of Crystal on 16th - 18th July – more details to follow.
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MINUTES OF THE SIXTY THIRD
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
held on 17th April 2010
at The Oxford Belfry Hotel Thame Oxfordshire OX9 2JW with 19 members present.
Mr David Hope chaired the meeting.
1. Apologies were received from Richard Akers, R J Jeal, Martin Mantell, Derrick Slate and Peter
Vonwiller.
2. The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on 28th March 2009. It was
proposed by Mr. David Colman, seconded by Mr. Claude Mistely, and unanimously agreed that
these, as published in the “Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter” dated May 2009, should be taken
as read.
3. There were no Matters arising.
4. The Chairman Mr. David Hope advised that, for reasons of health, the Honorary Secretary Mr.
Peter Vonwiller was unable to attend the meeting. Mrs Rosalind Ragg had therefore very kindly
agreed to deputise. Continuing, the Chairman said that the Society seemed to be going from
strength to strength. Both the Northern and Southern Groups had survived satisfactory changes of
venue. The Northern Group suffered the loss of Cedric Dry. Some eighteen months before his
death he wrote handing the copyright of his documents and notes on Cantonal forgeries to the
Society. It is aimed to scan the 450 sheets for future reference. Bob Medland offered to help with
this task and Fred Hoadley suggested that a Working Party be set up with Mr. Ian Gilchrist who is
liaising with the family. Ultimately a user friendly CD-ROM might be produced for the benefit of both
Society members and a wider public. The Chairman also congratulated the Webmaster on the
Society site and especially for the reproduction of Michael Rutherfoord’s “Did You Know” series.
5. The Honorary Secretary Mr. Peter Vonwiller’s report was read in his absence by the Acting
Secretary. As usual the major part of the Secretary’s activities had been concerned with
administrative matters relating to membership and with liaising with other Officers and members of
the committee. Since the last report three new members had joined the Society, largely offsetting
numerically those who for varying reasons were no longer with us. Membership currently stood at
137 excluding those members of the AHPS who subscribe to our Newsletter. Sadly the Society
lost, with the death of Cedric Dry, a great philatelist and supporter of Society events. An era had
ended with the passing of Heinz Katcher of The Amateur Collector Ltd. and we had been saddened
too when we learned of Honorary Life Member Ambassador Bruno Spinner’s passing. Tributes to
these gentlemen had appeared in the Newsletter. Reference to our ageing membership has been a
recurrent theme for a number of years now and we really do need to redouble our efforts to obtain
new members. The Website, thanks to Fred Hoadley, is possibly our biggest and best source of
promotion but individually we all need to promote membership to our philatelic friends and
acquaintances. As members will be aware from recent comment in the Newsletter it looks as if this
month will see the end of meetings in London (where it all began) and we must investigate further
the possibilities of establishing at least one further Group outside of the capital. As advised in the
October 2009 Newsletter Doug Houtris, after more years than anyone could remember as
Newsletter Distributor, had taken well earned retirement from this post. In recognition of his sterling
work the Committee proposed offering Doug the only gift that lies within the Society’s remit to
confer, Honorary Life membership. (This proposal was welcomed by the acclamation of the
meeting.) Rosalind Ragg had subsequently agreed to carry out this vitally important role.
6. The Honorary Treasurer Mr. Norton Wragg, in presenting the Report and Accounts for the
Financial Year ending 31st December 2009, said that the Income and Expenditure account showed
a surplus of £226.74 compared with a deficit of £250.73 in 2008. Income had risen slightly –
subscriptions were up by £47 and both the Exchange Packet and Advertising Revenues had
increased. However Library Fees, Auctions and Donations had decreased. Expenditure had been
significantly reduced by £447.58. There had been some reduction in the costs of meetings. The
Northern Group having lost their normal meeting room was able to obtain a new venue on
favourable terms through a member of the Group. The Group, meeting in Salisbury, had also
reduced their costs during the year under review. Cost savings had resulted from changing the
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long-standing printer of the Newsletter. In addition the reorganisation of the distribution of the
Newsletter, including some by e-mail with the added bonus of coloured illustrations, had resulted in
an overall reduction in costs of £291. Some purchases had been made by the Library whilst there
had been a reduction in administrative and other costs. The Balance Sheet showed healthy cash
balances partly due to an increase of £374 in subscriptions received in advance. Amounts due to
the Society had increased, but accrued expenditure had also increased by a smaller amount. Mr.
Kit Jarman expressed appreciation for the Society’s assistance with regard to his stamp sale. The
Webmaster’s query regarding software fees had been covered in previous Accounts. It was
proposed by Mr. Werner Gattiker, seconded by Mr. Kit Jarman with thanks to the Honorary
Treasurer, that the Report and Accounts be accepted. This was carried unanimously.
7. 2010 Budget and 2011 Subscriptions. The. Hon. Treasurer said that, as last year, he had
been conservative in preparing the budget for 2010. As a result of the increases in subscriptions
agreed at last year’s AGM total subscription income would increase even allowing for static
membership numbers. Other Income included in the Budget has been set below 2009 figures since
this is unpredictable year on year. The major items of expenditure are meetings and the
Newsletter. Unfortunately it appears as if the number of members attending in London has reached
a level where it is unsustainable. However this provides an opportunity to consider whether there
are other areas of the country where there is sufficient interest to start and maintain a new Group
meeting. As has been indicated the change of printers has reduced the cost of producing the
Newsletter but postage charges continue to increase. Other items of expenditure have been
projected at similar levels to last year’s. Overall this Budget would produce a surplus of £210 for
the year 2010 and it is proposed that subscriptions for 2011 should remain at current levels. Mr.
David Whitworth seconded the Treasurer’s proposal that the Budget be accepted and this was
carried unanimously.
8. Auditor/Examiner to the Society’s Accounts. Mr. Norton Wragg expressed the Society’s
thanks to Ms Julia Tibbles for examining the Accounts. A proposal that Ms. Tibbles, who had
expressed her willingness, be appointed as Auditor/Examiner for a further year was made by Mr.
Norton Wragg, seconded by Mr. David Hope, and accepted unanimously.
9.The Honorary Packet Secretary. Mr. Richard Akers advised that since 1st September 2009
thirty-five Packets had been circulated with a total value of £10,132.44. It was anticipated that each
participating member should be receiving between 8 to 10 Packets during the course of the year.
So far it had been a reasonable year with 35% of material submitted for sale being purchased by
members. Whilst endeavouring to provide a balanced selection when making up the Packets, it is
however dependent on the material supplied. It is evident from sales to date that good quality and
the more unusual items sell best, whilst common and modern material does struggle to find a
purchaser. Please can I remind members that, if forwarding the packet by post, they must ‘phone
ahead and confirm on the slip that they have done so - this is now mandatory for the terms of
insurance. I would like to thank all who have contributed and hope that purchasers have all found
some interesting items. If there are any members who do not currently receive the Packet and wish
to, they should contact the Packet Secretary. Lastly if any members have an e-mail address please
can they inform me reakers@hotmail.co.uk as e-mails are a rapid and economic method of
communication. Discussion centred on the lack of current commercially used stamps. An article in
the Newsletter, focussing on material of greatest interest to members, could prove worthwhile.
10. The Librarian. In the absence of the Librarian the Acting Secretary read this report in which
Derrick Slate stated that during the year twenty-two books had been borrowed by eleven members.
Additionally a large number of articles had been photocopied for the benefit of five members. There
had been no requests for Journals. Additions to the Library included “Swiss Post International
Activity in Italy”, “Tag Der Briefmarke”, “Pro Patria – Bundesfeier Catalogue”, “Rapperswil 2009”, “S
G Italy & Switzerland Catalogue”, “Zumstein Ganzsachen revised catalogue” and “Internees 1858,
1871, 1916-1919”. Details of these publications together with all items in the Society Library are to
be found on the Society Website. Printed details are also available from the Librarian by post. The
new work on Typewriter Postcards under review has yet to be incorporated into the Library. Whilst
postal charges on heavy items are not cheap the borrowing of specialist publications still
represents extremely good value for money and interested members are to be encouraged to
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make use of this facility. However the recently published four-volume catalogue of Postal
Stationery will not be added to the Library due to its immense weight.
11. Election of Officers and Committee Members for 2009. With all eligible existing Officers
and Committee members prepared to stand for re-election and no further nominations having been
received, on the proposal of Mr. Werner Gattiker, seconded by Mr. Claude Mistely the following
were unanimously elected en bloc to serve:
Chairman
David Hope
Vice-chairman
Eric Lienhard
General Secretary
Peter Vonwiller
Honorary Treasurer
Norton Wragg
Packet Secretary
Richard Akers
Newsletter Editor
Richard Donithorn
Librarian
Derrick Slate
Webmaster
Fred Hoadley
Committee Members - David Colman, Ian Gilchrist, Bob Medland, Rosalind Ragg
12. Motions and Resolutions. None submitted.
13. Any Other Business
a) In response to an enquiry regarding the future of The Amateur Collector Ltd. it appears that
there may be a Website listing material for sale.
b) Claude Mistely confirmed that for lack of support, the London Meetings would be discontinued.
The frames will initially be stored by Bob Medland for the use of the Salisbury meeting. The
possibility of establishing a meeting north of London would be investigated further. An analysis
of the geographical membership would be undertaken in this respect.
c)

Mr. Kit Jarman proposed a vote of thanks, unanimously agreed, to all involved in the
organisation of a lovely weekend and this was received with acclamation.

The meeting closed at 3.27 p.m.

Rosalind Ragg – Acting Secretary

FUTURE SOUTHERN REGION MEETINGS
Saturday 5th June at 10.00.a.m. for 10.30.a.m. at the Cricket Field House Hotel, Wilton Road, Salisbury
(on the A36 heading west out of the city) – Web : www.cricketfieldhouse.co.uk Morning session –
'Circular Cancellations' led by Bob Medland with contributions (especially for later periods and Kcancellers) from other members. Afternoon session 'Pot-pourri' from all members, including 'Latest
Acquisitions and Interests' (Bob Medland will lead with 'Taxe Perçue'). The Autumn meeting will be on
Saturday 23rd October. The main speaker will be Claude Mistely with a display entitled "The Swiss
Military 1291-1930". Members are invited to bring along military-related material covering the years after
1930. Werner Gattiker hopes to attend the meeting in October, but not in June. Further details from Fred
Hoadley : Tel. 01403 711987.
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The illustration above shows some of the range of colourful, edmundson-type, individually priced, printed
card tickets that were once available to postbus ticket collectors at Swiss post offices. As we learnt in
Michael's last article (HPS Newsletter April Page 33) they were phased out in the 1990s, primarily
because the short printing runs for these routes (involving comparatively small numbers of passenger
trips) were not considered economic.(Editor) Michael writes :
I visited Switzerland in my search for edmundson-type postauto tickets in 1999. By that time many
passengers had either General Abonnements which they bought to enjoy unlimited travel or bought their
tickets directly from the driver, so that it was little inconvenience for post office staff to write out paper
tickets for the few customers who wished to pay in advance.
In the larger cities or towns such as Bern, St Gallen or Heiden the only edmundsons on offer were for
Rundfahrten – the pre-arranged round trips for which the Swiss transport system is noted. They are
likely to include travel by more than one mode of transport, including trains, buses, ferries, funiculars and
cable cars.
I can understand the reason for retaining individually priced, printed tickets for these journeys as any
accountancy for manuscript paper tickets would itself have to involve a manual element. The
computerised ticket issuing systems used by the SBB/CFF/FFS, the national railways, are programmed
to cope with these complicated round trips, but the cost of installing special machines could probably not
be justified at post offices.
The postauto card tickets usually have the letters PTT, to differentiate them from tickets for journeys by
other modes of traffic. New stocks of edmundson-type card tickets were printed for a small number of
post offices in 1999 e.g. for the St Gallen – Appenzell and Ticino – Moesano regions. These have the
words Der Scweizerische Post or La Posta, in very small type.
One of the major problems for a postbus ticket collector is obtaining examples of rundfahrt tickets at
reasonable prices. The cheapest example that I could find at the time (1999) was from Bern post office,
which had an edmundson Rundfahrt ticket at CHF13.60.
The office at Mumliswil in the Postauto Thal – Gäu – Lebern region was one of the few offices to date the
tickets with a datumpress (impressing the date in the card). Most offices used their circular date stamp
on the back and some did not bother at all !
Disaster at Dessous – Not always successful.
According to information that I had received, the post office at Chemin, high above Martigny, still sold
tickets for the postbus down to the valley floor. When I had asked the driver earlier in the week whether
this was true he shrugged his shoulders and so I decided I had better investigate myself. At the time I
had not discovered that you could check post office opening times in the 'phone book.
The bus ride up to Chemin Dessous (which is, not surprisingly, above Chemin Dessus) takes a narrow
zigzag road whose car drivers seemed to have been trained in kamikaze techniques. However, the sole
mid-afternoon bus duly dropped me safely by the office – only to find it was closed for another two hours.
I foolishly decided to wait, although I had luckily chosen to travel on Friday, the only weekday when the
village auberge was open. (Continued on Page 52)
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PETER AND HAZEL VONWILLER

14 members and partners attended this display in February 2010 at the Southern Group's new venue on
the western outskirts of Salisbury. (It looks out over a Minor County's cricket ground so make a note for
June !) Apologies were received from 15 members who for one reason or another were unable to attend.
The Group extended best wishes to Eric Lienhard who was happily recovering from major surgery. (Ed.)

Peter and Hazel have been building up a fascinating collection of Postal History of the Canton of St
Gallen for over 30 years. There have been Vonwillers there since at least the 15 th Century (one
cherished item in their collection was a cover from Neuwied in Germany to a Frau Vonwiller in St Gallen
in 1838 which had come their way courtesy of a fellow Society member). Peter's father was born and
worked in the textile industry in St Gallen until he moved to Britain in 1920. For Salisbury, they displayed
160 sheets related directly to mail from, via and to the city of St Gallen – approximately one quarter of
their total collection. Located south of the Bodensee close to the borders of Austria and Germany, St
Gallen was founded by the Irish monk St Gall in the 7th Century. It developed initially as a monastic
settlement and renowned educational and cultural centre. It later became famous particularly for its
traditional linen and fine embroidery industries (reference the commemorative embroidered stamp and
MS issued in 2000). Today the city has a population of 70,000 people and boasts the oldest football
team and brewery in Switzerland. Illustrations above show views of St Gallen used on Postal Stationery.
Peter emphasised that, although the material was geographically related to only one small part of
Eastern Switzerland, the items reflected the whole range of Swiss postal history nation wide, as well as
the social history of the local community (– a fact that was echoed in the warm praise given by our
President, Claude Mistely, in his thank you speech). Set out below are short descriptions of a small
selection of the most interesting items displayed :
Interesting Cancels/Marks
1785 - Earliest entire in the collection with St Gallen straight-line cancel to Bavaria.
1809 - St Gallen to Basel
1846 to Coutts Bankers in London – with transit mark of the Zürich office.
1852 – St Gallen cancel and 15RP. value strike both in red – first example of the use of a value strike in
the collection.
1861 – early local TPO cancel to Salerno Italy.
1863 - registered cover to Luzern with a red, hand-drawn, zig-zagged mark which was presumed to
indicate to any postmen that might not be able to read that the item was registered.
1873 – cover with PD strike (postage paid to destination) plus RL strike (destination within 50 kms.
distance of the Swiss frontier for which special reduced foreign postage rates were applicable).
1898 – inland registered letter with early printed,red R-label (St Gallen No. 23)
Early Official Postal Stationery Cards
1871 – Early internal postal stationery card 23rd September 1871 (such cards were first introduced in
October 1870).
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1876 - early postal stationery card which shows that cancels were not applied over the embossed
frankings.
1908 – card showing that by this time the cancel was applied directly to the imprinted stamp.
Examples of the Efficiency of 19th Century Postal Services
1875 – Schaffhausen to St Gallen - four hours to deliver.
1876 – standard foreign letter rate to Clapham via Zürich which arrived in London the following day.
Examples of Unusual Destinations on Early Postage
1897 – Postcard to Constantinopel (sic) with receiving cds of German Post Office in Turkey cancel.
1902 - postcard to Sierra Leone – one of only 30 items of mail from Switzerland allegedly recorded up to
that date.
1905 – postcard to Papete in Tahiti (via New York and San Francisco). A boat took mail to the island from
the west coast port once a month. There was no message, presumably because the sender believed
that under the then current postal rates system it was not allowed on foreign mail other than to France or
Italy. In fact messages could also be written on cards to French colonies such as Tahiti.
Insights into the Lives of the City's Residents
1894 - Private handstamp for the 'St. Gallen Philatelisten Club' shows early interest in our hobby.
1897 – early example of advertising on the back of a card.
Two poignant items – a 1900 – black-bordered mourning letter cover and a 1953 postcard (love letter in
Italian) from a young lady in Engelberg to a gentleman of St Gallen. Unfortunately, he did not seem to
share her enthusiasm for an ongoing relationship – the cover was returned to sender one month after
attempted delivery !
Censors' labels on post from St Gallen in 1915 and 1916 to Nottingham and Italy.
1928 – from a jeweller/watchmaker using invalid Pro Juventute resulting in affixing of postage due
stamps. In their researches, Peter and Hazel had visited the jewellery shop, which was still there and in
the same family's ownership. The owner had been delighted to meet them and provided them with a
large amount of background information, including the fact that the letter had been written by his father
to his grandfather who had served his apprenticeship alongside Peter's grandfather.
1920s – slogan cancel encouraging the public to write the house number and street name as well as the
town in the address – a sign that the population was growing. (The first slogan postmark was introduced
in 1913 to promote the Swiss National Exhibition in Bern – it was used in several towns and cities
including St Gallen). A similar slogan cancel in 1923 reminded people always to place the stamp in the
top right-hand corner.
Slogan cancel reading 'Schnapps devestates people and families'. The post office clerk didn't seem to
realise that it was rather inappropriate as the missive was from a local Evangelical Society to a parish
priest.
1903 – card with St Gallen razor-blade cancel – relatively rare use as a receiving/recovery mark.
1904 – card with Federal Shooting Festival special cds.
1914 – official Post Office cover from the St Gallen Parcel Post Section with a Franco label indicating
post-free status.
1918 – postcard sent to Germany by both Express and Registered mail enquiring when his camera
would be repaired, oblivious, it would seem, to the problems of being at war ; but why the urgency ?
1921 - cover showing use of multiple surcharged Tell Boy and Tell stamps – immediately after World War
I new values were urgently needed, resulting in a plethora of overprinted stamps on cover.
1958 – order form card based on an agreement that the firm would pay the postage if the potential client
made an order by posting the reply section of the card.
Flight Covers
1925 – Card related to the Military Flight competition Dübendorf, Zurich to St Gallen on 18th October –
the Organising Committee had the cards printed with an imprinted stamp – 15,174 items were flown.
8.8.1927 St Gallen – Basel – London.
14.5.1928 – internal flight Zürich – St Gallen – only 740 items were cancelled.
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31.8.1930. - St Gallen – Vaduz, Liechtenstein.
1.7.1935 – St Gallen – Innsbruck.
1933 Zeppelin flight to Sao Paulo, Brazil. Large pictorial vignette/cancellation featuring a portrait of Graf
Ferdinand von Zeppelin.
Cover with complete set of 1936 Defence Fund stamps – possibly philatelic, but they added up to the
correct rate for a registered letter to Czechoslovakia at that time.
Promotional and Souvenir Covers and Cancellations related to a variety of events that have taken place
in the city over the years :
OLMA – Swiss Fair for Agriculture and Dairy Farming – various cancellations.
1938 - Day of the Stamp card – 4x Pro Juventute 10c stamps. Appropriately, the subject of the design
was a lady in St Gallen traditional costume.
1942 - Official Military Mail for the Divisional Legal Department (Military Police) concerning a soldier who
had been involved in a civil motoring accident. Although the case seemed serious, the envelope had
been used to write out a shopping list !
1943 Machine Cancel - 'Loose Talk is Dangerous' on censored mail – it took four months to deliver as it
was presumably held up in the Censors' Office.
1943 – POW Express letter.
1944 – foreign letter telegram to Neu St Johann from Bournemouth.
1946 – Austrian censor marks on card to Vienna.
1950 – slogan postmark – mixed franking from two different definitive sets.
Peter and Hazel's presentation was followed by Fred Hoadley with an extensive display of postal history
material related to the Canton of St Gallen. Other contributors to a fascinating day were: Rosalind Ragg,
Richard Donithorn, Eric Gill, Rob Hafner and Bob Medland.
THE SEARCH FOR POST-BUS TICKETS (Continued from Page 49)

MICHAEL FARR

When the office reopened I was first in the queue, but the man inside seemed to know nothing about bus
tickets – so it was a wasted afternoon. I have to admit I was rather miserable on my journey back down
the winding road to Martigny.
Another disaster occurred at Monte Carosso where the driver took the card ticket that I had so carefully
bought and tore it in half. I only just prevented him from throwing the bits out of the window !
Lured to Lourtier – A Success !
By 1998 one of the diminishing number of post offices selling tickets for postbus services was Lourtier. I
reached it after a difficult journey from Brig via the Martigny-Orsières rail line, midi-bus from
Sembrancher to Le Châble (due to temporary rail engineering works) and finally a postbus. At the post
office there I asked in my best French if they had any tickets for the postbus. The lady hesitated and
suggested that I should pay the driver, but then had second thoughts and went to the rack still behind the
counter to sell me two attractive singles, one full and one half-price, to Le Châble or Fionnay. A success !
PS Michael has provided the Society with several brochures and past articles on this subject for which
we are very grateful. They have been deposited in the Society's Library so that Members can access
them. (Editor)
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