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ILLUSTRATIONS ON POSTAL STATIONERY

The new Ganzsachsen catalogue of Postal Stationery reveals that municipalities, etc. paid the PTT to
have an appropriate drawing or photograph of their town or village depicted in the the top left-hand
corner of postal stationery cards for promotional/publicity purposes. The cost for a picture on an inlandrate postal card was Fr.150 per picture for a printing of from 500,000 to a million. For a foreign-rate
postal card the cost was Fr.100 for a printing of from 50,000 to 80,000 cards. Apparently, if the PTT did
not have enough takers for a given printing, it would add views of postal buses or alpine roads.
Presumably the owners of the establishments shown on the postcards illustrated here footed the bill,
rather than the canton or municipality in which they were located ? (Ref. information from an article by
the Secretary of the AHPS, Richard T. Hall, in their journal 'Tell' January 2010 Page 7).
THE H.L. KATCHER 'HELVETIA' TROPHY
Mr. Katcher, the well-known dealer in Swiss philatelic material, commissioned this
handsome trophy to be awarded annually to the best display of Swiss items at
Stampex. It consisted of a 12” high, walnut reproduction of Richard Kissling's
statue of William Tell and his son, hand-carved in the Bernese Oberland. On the
base are a 24 carat gold reproduction of the Double Geneva and a silver plaque
with the engraved names of previous winners. It was first presented in 1970 to Mr.
L. Moore of Leeds for his display of Postal History 'illustrated mainly by Strubels on
cover.' It was put on display in the 1970s at the much missed Swiss Centre in
Coventry Street, London. Can anyone provide a full list of the past winners and the
subjects of their displays? (Editor)
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CHARITY THROUGH THE POST

July 2010
NORTON WRAGG

This is a report by Norton on his remarkable display at the Society's Annual Meeting in Thame in April
this year. Figures 1 – 8 show some examples of the most interesting items.

Fig. 1 (left) 1924 Registered cover to Germany. Full set + 5c Tell boy. 30C letter + 40c registration.
Fig. 2 (right) 1929 Local Express cover in Winterthur. 10C letter + 60c Express fee.
Collecting covers and cards with Pro Juventute stamps may seem relatively mundane, but Norton soon
showed the audience that it required you to delve into the deep recesses of philatelic research and to
persevere, sometimes over many years, to find the item you require to illustrate a particular feature of
20th Century postal history, be they international mail rates, postage due regulations, censoring systems,
etc. It was a very fulfilling collecting interest which had revealed many surprises, several 'bargain
purchases' and continually made you aware that there was always more to learn!
The 220 sheet display shows that the public and private businesses really did support the good causes
and actually used the stamps – in contrast to the negative reaction in Britain to the introduction of charity
stamps. The display covered the period from 1912 to 1960. Norton admitted that Part 2 up to the present
day is proving more difficult because of the difficulty of finding material on cover which is used within a
reasonable period of the issue date. Switzerland is not immune to the curse of the printed labels!
The idea for charity issues came from a Danish postal clerk. The issuing of these stamps was given
royal assent in 1903. The Swiss Welfare Society –a charity for assisting the Youth of Switzerland –
wished to follow the Danish example and set up a foundation called Pro Juventute (Latin - For Children).
At first charity labels were issued, in December 1912, their validity only lasted until 31st December 1912.
Norton has an example of one of these forerunners on cover which has been cancelled (N.B. there are
many known examples of forged cancellations on such labels). From 1913 stamps were issued but until
the 1938 issue there was no indication on the stamps of the charity surcharge.
The Dates of the Period of Their Validity changed over the years :
1913 – 1915 - 1st December to 28th February
1916 – 1928 - 1st December to 30th April.
1929 – 1952 - 1st December to 31st May
1953 – 1963 - 1st December to 30th June
1964 onwards – unlimited validity
The UPU would only accept charity stamps on international mail up to 1921 if they were the subject of a
private agreement between Switzerland and the receiving country in question. There were such
agreements with Italy, Denmark, Portugal and Hungary.
With the issue date being 1st December each year there were many items shown which were obviously
Christmas cards and letters, not only to Switzerland but throughout the world. It is also significant that
businesses embraced the ethos of charity in their mailings. It is evident that they bought sheets of all
values as there were many examples of multiple stamps, particularly of the lowest printed
paper/postcard rate, used on commercial mail; and these odd values were also used in excess of the
correct rate. The display included many attractive printed envelopes and advertising cards and showed
the variety of business and industry in Switzerland.
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Fig. 3 1937 Registered cover to Bern. Miniature sheet. 20C letter + 30c registration.
Fig. 4 1940 2 x10c used in 1943 – invalid at this time. Postage due – 40c Lauterbrunnen-Interlaken TPO.

Fig. 5 1945 Airmail to USA full set + 35c small landscapes. First flight Geneve to New York (TWA ?). 40c
letter + 60c Airmail.
Fig. 6 1950 Double rate registered cover to Czechoslovakia. 60C letter + 40c registration. Opened by
customs. Free of duty cachet.

Fig. 7 1954 Printed paper cover to Canada. 10c printed paper + 25c airmail fee.
Fig. 8 1956 Registered cover to Brazil. 80c double letter = 40c registration + SF 2 Airmail fee for 25g.
Norton showed many examples of single stamps being used for their issued purposes – generally each
set covered printed matter, postcard/local letter, national letter and international letter rates. Then
combinations of stamps to cover registration, express and nachnahme items. As airmail services
developed there were examples showing the different rates for different weights and destinations. Norton
also showed examples of censorship and other examination of the mail from the early years of the
second world war to the Suez conflict in 1960 ( on an airmail letter to Egypt). - Continued on Page 60.
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LONDON 2010 INTERNATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION
Your Editor visited this international event in May on a day when there were competitive displays of
Aerophilately, Postal History and Thematic items and a meeting of the British Thematic Association. I
bumped into several members of our Society touring the dealers' stands and managed to see about 60%
of the exhibits in my six hours there – so much to take in !
There were a number of Swiss-related displays in the Postal History section, namely :
'Letters from and to Switzerland before the UPU' – Silvain Wyler (Switzerland)
'Basel Postgeschichte 1632 – 1850' – Alte eidgenossensdraft Hellvetik, kantonal Post. Militarpost. Herold Werner (Switzerland)
'Geneva Postal Services 1843 – 1862' – the postal links of the town of Geneva at the local level and with
its major neighbours. - Jean Voruz (Switzerland)
'Correspondence of the Polish Soldiers Interned in Switzerland 1940 – 45' (The Germans in France
pushed part of the French Army and the Polish Second Division of Infantry Shooters over the Swiss
frontier on 19th/20th June 1940 where they were interned by the Swiss Government.) - Andrzej Radomski
(Poland).
Other entries by Swiss competitors :
Traditional Philately – '19th Century British Guiana' – Ernst Schlunegger and 'Stamps of the Italian
Kingdom 1861 – 1878' – Eric Werner
Postal History – 'Postal History of the Northern Aegean Islands' – Robert Wightman
Thematic Philately - 'The Dog Through the Ages' – Rosita Winkler
Youth Philately – 'Das Edelweiss als Visitenkarte' - Martina Kistler
I was particularly struck by a very comprehensive display of 'Airmail of Switzerland from 1913' – Roger
Muller (Switzerland). Swiss material also turned up in several thematic exhibits including a number of
mountain and climbing - related items in 'The Conquest of the Unprofitable World' – Peter Suhadolc
(Slovenia), several exhibition cards, advertising cards and poster stamps in 'Advertising' – Francois Krol
(France) and a detailed study of the varieties of the Swiss Messenger definitive stamp (Z 358) in a
presentation on 'The Horse' by the well-known, FIP gold medallist and President of the French Thematic
Association, Monsieur Michel Abram.
If anyone has any details of the awards presented to the competitors listed above please let the Editor
know.
It was nice to see several well-known Swiss dealers and auction houses promoting their services
including Corinphila Auctions of Zürich, Honegger Philatelie AG of Schmerikon and Peter Rapp AG of
Wil. All provided beautifully produced catalogues and other literature on request and had brought several
'choice items' to enhance their stands. Rolf Weggler from Switzerland, Leo Baresch Ltd. and one or two
German dealers were at Philatex a week earlier.
Corinphila Auctions (with Heinrich Köhler) were advertising their magnificent series of profuselyillustrated volumes, the 'Edition d'Or' (showing some of the most beautiful stamp collections that have
been awarded International Gold Medals), which include 'Switzerland 1843 – 54' and 'Switzerland 1854 1882' both from the Silvain Wyler Collection. They were also introducing their new luxury illustrated
album for those who collect very early material 'Schweiz 1843 – 1881 Vom Kanton Zur Nation' – CHF
149 complete, but without the stamps !
The organisers can justifiably be proud of their efforts. The Business Design Centre measured up well to
the job, although parts of the display area might have been improved with better lighting. It appeared to
be very well-attended, borne out by the fact that on Day 4 of 7 they had sold out of the Official exhibition
handbook. I must admit that I did go outside at lunchtime to a quiet restaurant to escape the crowds and
heat for a while. Royal Mail were doing good business with their various souvenirs – just the 3
Exhibition-related miniature sheets and the London Smilers exhibition sheet amounted to a total facevalue of £17.78 !
Any other observations from members attending would be gratefully received (Editor).
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A MAJOR SWISS EXHIBITION
The PTT have issued a postcard with an imprinted stamp to publicise the major, level-2 philatelic
exhibition LUNABA taking place in the Lucerne Exhibition Centre (Messe Luzern, Allmend, Halle 3) on 3rd
- 5th September 2010 – see 'Focus on Stamps' 2/2010 Page 25. The card reproduces the front of the first
Pro Patria card which shows the famous picture entitled 'The Guardians of the Homeland' – William Tell
and Arnold Winkelried. The doors of the exhibition open at 10 a.m. each day – more details at
www.lunaba.ch Why not pay a visit to this important event and spend some time taking in the beautiful
scenery around the Vierwaldstätter See.
FOOTBALL WORLD CUP HOPES
Switzerland was the venue for the 1954 football World Cup and the 2008 European Football
Championships, and is the home of F.I.F.A. and the Under-17 2009 World Championship winning team.
The German manager of their senior team (the 'Nati') Ottmar Hitzfeld was born in Lörrach near the Swiss
border and speaks in the Swiss-German dialect used in the region. As I go to press I have just been
watching his 'brave 10-men' (following a sending-off) lose to Chile in the World Cup after their famous
victory over one of the tournament favourites, Spain. This is their fourth successive major tournament.
Will they battle on to the later rounds, perhaps to the final ? If they do, the PTT might add to my small,
but much valued, collection of 'Swiss football-related stamps and cards'. I'm keeping my fingers crossed !
MILITARY POSTAL STATIONERY

DERRICK SLATE

Ref. the article in the April edition of the HPS Newsletter – I have seen only one card type without a star,
seven types with an 8-pointed star and eight types with a 12-pointed star. I have produced illustrations of
all of them on three A4 pages which are deposited in the Society's Library. A photocopy of them can be
provided to members on request for 55p including postage.
DISTINGUISHED PHILATELISTS
The British 'Roll of Distinguished Philatelists' was established in 1921 by the Philatelic Congress of Great
Britain with the approval of His Majesty King George V who was the first Signatory. An invitation to sign
the Roll is regarded as the world's pre-eminent philatelic honour. 352 philatelists from 40 countries have
achieved this distinction. Of those 77 who are still alive, 15 are British and 4 are Swiss, Dr Hugo
Goeggel FRPSL being the latest. He, and the other five prospective signatories, will sign the Roll at a
ceremony in Leamington Spa on 23rd July during the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain. If anyone has
more details of those recipients who were collectors of Swiss material and possibly members of the
Helvetia Philatelic Society (of whatever nationality), please let the Editor know.
MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD
Michael has been true to his word since he stopped producing his 'Did You Know ?' column. At the time
he indicated that he would be concentrating on longer, research-based articles and several of these
have been appearing in a variety of journals. For the HPS Newsletter he has produced 'Cover to the
Sulzer Brothers' (HPSN December 2009), 'Swiss Population Census Data' (HPSN April 2010), a Review
of Georges Schild's book 'The Internment of Foreign Military in Switzerland 1859, 1871 and 1916 – 1919'
(HPSN February 2010) and 'The Forbidden Stamps of Switzerland' (HPSN May 2010).
In recent weeks the book review and his article on the Cover to the Sulzer Brothers have appeared in
the AHPS' s 'Tell' (in March 2010). The book review has also appeared in the SVPS's journal. Three of
his articles have appeared in the 'Berner Briefmarken Zeitung' (the 'BBZ') – the Census article (in
German with full-colour illustrations) in the February 2010 edition, 'The Forbidden Stamps of Switzerland'
in January 2010 and 'Kurzfassung der Schweizer Geschichte aus dem Blickwinkel der Philatelie' in two
parts in April and June 2010.
Michael has given me a preview of drafts of one or two more articles which should appear in our
Newsletter later in the year. Keep up the good work Michael, but please find time to put your feet up and
enjoy the Summer – you deserve it !
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NEWS FROM AMERICA
'Philately of Switzerland – An Introductory Handbook'
The AHPS Secretary, Dick Hall, has been working on the task of collecting and editing material for this
ground-breaking, English-language, 352-page volume for over two years. He has now reached the last
pre-publication step – final proof-reading and the preparation of a full-colour mock-up. Although much of
its text may cover familiar territory for many of our members, I expect the many colour illustrations and
its potential use in attracting friends and relations to our hobby to be good reasons to consider perusing
or purchasing a copy when it comes out. I will keep you informed of any news on the publication date,
likely price and how to obtain a copy. (Editor)
The AHPS Annual Convention
The AHPS's Annual Convention takes place on 16th - 18th July at the Minnesota (World Series) Stamp
Expo in Crystal, a suburb of Minneapolis, USA – see www.stampsminnesota.com. Two Society dinners
will be held – the first at a 'popular German restaurant' and the second serving 'local cuisine'. The
Society's Annual Meeting will be on the Saturday and a Swap Fest on the Sunday. A hospitality suite will
be available for members to meet up at the main hotel they will be using on the Friday and Saturday
evenings.
This year the Society are copying an idea used by the organisers of the American 'Collectors Society' to
encourage more of their members to show some of their cherished material to their fellow members.
They are asking all members to 'take the plunge' by providing one or more (up to eight) sheets of their
favourite stamps or covers from existing exhibit pages (competitive or otherwise), printed album pages
or stock cards. They will be placed on permanent display in frames throughout the Annual Meeting and
participants will be invited to explain at the traditional Convention seminar why his or her choices are
their favourite items. 82 frames of Swiss exhibits will be on display.
The metropolis of Minneapolis/St Paul is 'one of the nicest cities in the USA with great museums,
theatre, the Mall of America and downtown shopping'.
A Swiss Haven
The Seattle Chapter of the AHPS met last October for a two day excursion in the small town of
Leavenworth in Washington State. The town lies snuggled in the eastern fringe of the Cascade
Mountains and was transformed by the townspeople in the early 1970s into an attractive Bavarian-Swiss
style village ! It is now a major tourist attraction for the central part of the State. Although they all
attended the official stamp study session, most of their time there was spent with their wives enjoying
Bavarian food, shopping, sightseeing and hiking in the area. They have voted to do it all over again next
year.
Has anyone found a similar suitable venue in the UK for such an event ? Does the Swiss-built chair – lift
still operate to the Heights of Abraham in Derbyshire ? Also, suggestions for restaurants serving good
Swiss/Alpine food in this country are always welcome for onward transmission to our members ? (Editor)
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FRED PICKARD

Apologies for the delay in finding a 'slot' for this item – it is hardly 'current news' but I thought it was still
important to celebrate our members' involvement in this prestigeous event (Editor).
HPS members Eric Lienhard, Michael Rutherfoord and I attended this major event of the Swiss Postal
Stationery Collectors' Society in Bern in October 2009. It is only held every 8 or 9 years. All members of
the Postal Stationery Society can exhibit for a small frame fee. There were 113 exhibits in total from 81
collectors, of which 42 displays were of Swiss subjects. The Exhibition consisted broadly of covers,
postal stationery, perfins, revenues/fiscals and assorted covers. It included a high proportion of exhibits
from outside Switzerland. There were several excellent UPU 1900 collections, some with unique
material. Eric Lienhard showed two frames of 'Empfangsscheine' and two frames of 'Early C19th Canton
Fiscal Markings'. Fred Pickard showed four frames of Swiss fiscals and documents.
Five AHPS members (some of whom are HPS members) also attended – Harlan F Stone (displaying
1867 – 1886 postal envelopes) and Charles LaBlonde (World War II censored cards) from the USA,
Fabien Barnier from France (international reply cards and hand-illustrated cards) and Rolf Rölli (1909
UPU commemorative cards and private meter-stamped covers) and Georges Schild (the exhibition
commissioner) from Switzerland. Other exhibitors present included representatives from Switzerland
itself and Germany, France, Belgium, Austria and the Netherlands,
The great attraction of GABRA is the pleasure of talking in English to a number of fellow exhibitors and
learning more about your and their fields of interest. There are no restrictions on how you present your
display. There were no judges or prizes ! The show committee 'awarded' all exhibitors a nice certificate
and a white, multi-bladed Swiss army knife with the red and black emblem of the Postal Stationery
Society and a blue emblem of the UPU monument (in honour of its 100th anniversary).
The dealers present offered a splendid range of material at sensible prices, as opposed to the wishful
thinking of dealers in the UK for similar items ! During the event, the new, 9 th edition of the Zumstein
postal stationery catalogue and Martin Baer's massive 'Handbook of Swiss Postcards' (1,047 pages in
seven binders for the Gansachen-Verein) were introduced.
Acknowledgements : Harlan F. Stone and Michael Rutherfoord for their reports in 'Tell' January 2010
Page 8 and HPS Newsletter November 2010 respectively and Eric Lienhard for additional information.
VIEWING SWISS COLLECTIONS AND COMPETITION ENTRIES ON THE INTERNET
There is help at hand for those of you who find it difficult to visit stamp shows or fully absorb/consign to
memory the content or layout/write up techniques of high quality displays when you see them. Several
organisations are creating databases on their websites which show some fine examples of album pages
or display sheets containing rare or otherwise interesting philatelic material – often of award-winning
quality. Among the websites which have Swiss-related exhibits accessible on-line are :
American Helvetia Philatelic Society's – www.swiss-stamps.org – including exhibits of AHPS members Steve Turchik, George Struble, Bruce Marsden and Harlan F. Stone.
American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors' – www.aape.org - including exhibits of AHPS members –
Tony Dewey, Roger Heath and Greg Galetti.
The Union of Czech Republic Philatelist's EXPONET – www.exponet.info This is a well-established site
which describes itself as a 'virtual international philatelic exhibition which includes permanent, noncompetitive presenting and exhibiting philatelic exhibits of all FIP competitive and experimental classes.
It is widely open to stamp collectors from all over the world for display of mainly philatelic collections and
exhibits and for their on-line study.' There are currently 600 exhibits from 47 countries in 3,274 frames on
it including exhibits of AHPS members, Bruce Marsden and Roger Heath.
All those pc-users out there, please let the Editor know of your experiences of these or any other
websites showing Swiss material – I'm sure it would be of interest to many of our members. Does any
HPS member have an exhibit displayed on these or any other websites ? Ref. : 'AHPS's 'Tell' January
2010 Page 8 ; FIP's 'Flash' March 2010 Page 22.
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“DIE BRIEFMARKENTRÄGER 'POSTAL' ”
Beatrice Rölli-Schär has recently written and published a very informative, 36page, A5 booklet in French and German on the subject of the poster stamps
which were particularly in vogue in the period 1906 – 1909. They were adverts
and were often called 'collar' stamps in English. Produced by the 'Postal'
company, they had a space where the appropriate postage stamp could be
affixed. The booklet contains a detailed alphabetical list and many full colour
illustrations (including some forerunners) of these very attractive items. The
booklet retails at CHF 30.00 (£19.00) plus postage at CHF 7.00 Priority (CHF 5.00
Economy). Payment can be made by Pen Pal or credit card. Let the Editor know if
you are interested, we may be able to benefit from a 30% rebate as a group order.
A NEW MEMBER FOR OUR SOCIETY
A warm welcome to our latest new member Mr. Hugh Thomas who resides in Suffolk. We look forward to
seeing him at one of the Society's events and hope he will take full advantage of the services on offer.
THE SWISS POST OFFICE IN 1868

MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD

Douglas Muir, the Curator-Philately of the British Postal Museum and Archive (BPMA) has given
permission to reproduce a report made by Edmund Creswell, an Official of the GPO, on his 1868 visit to
Bern, but never yet published for the public.
His review of the main features of the Swiss PO, compared to the British systems, is most interesting.
He recommended that the UK Money Order procedure be changed to that of Switzerland, for instance
(but we know he did not succeed). UK Postal Historians will be fascinated. A copy of the 11-page
document will be placed in the Society's Library for HPS members to refer to or borrow if required.
CHARITY THROUGH THE POST

NORTON WRAGG

(Continued from Page 55) In his vote of thanks to Norton, the Chairman, David Hope, emphasised the
difficulty of putting together such an interesting display. It required a deep knowledge of postal rates,
cancellations and postal marks in order to spot the 'unusual' items to tell the story. He congratulated
Norton on the high quality and comprehensive nature of the collection and presenting it so well to the
Members. He presented a commemorative certificate to Norton and looked forward to a future
presentation of his collection.
Norton is willing to consider giving his display to any of the Members' local societies if they think that it
would be of interest to them. It is currently due to be given to Macclesfield and Lytham St. Anne's
societies and has already been to Oldham .
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