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INTERNATIONAL OFFICES

MARTIN MANTELL

This article relates to the display which Martin gave to the HPS Southern Group in Salisbury in February
this year.

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

I should start by emphasising that anyone following in my footsteps should realise :
There are and have been a large number of international organisations based in Switzerland – mainly
the League of Nations, the United Nations and their specialised agencies and advisory bodies or
affiliated organisations. The use of a vast range of abbreviated names makes identification sometimes
extremely difficult – particularly because some have changed their names over the years and they
officially used French & English languages initially and latterly Arabic, Chinese, Russian & Spanish as
well.
Commercially used stamps and stamped covers of the various organisations are difficult and, in many
cases, very difficult to find. Some of the early overprinted stamps of some organisations are almost
impossible to find used on cover for official purposes. Many stamps were cancelled to order.
The print runs of many of the stamps were often quite low. The average printing was about 80,000 with
some higher values much lower. A large proportion were used for philatelic purposes or as souvenirs at
conferences, etc. rather than 'on business'. Officially the early overprinted stamps could not be sold to
the general public. However a few mint copies have found their way to philatelic dealers over the years.
Some of the remaining stock of overprints were put on sale to the general public in 1942 when it was
known that the League of Nations was to be replaced. It officially ceased operations on 20th April 1946.
The Universal Postal Union (UPU) set out rules to enable the P.T.T. to accept specially overprinted and
specially designed and produced stamps for the exclusive use of the League of Nations and the United
Nations and their designated agents on official business. The various overprinted stamps and special
stamps were printed at the P.T.T. Printing Office or by Courvoisier.
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Some stamps approved for use by the P.T.T. do not come within the official rules laid down by the U.P.U.
i.e. the stamps of the International Bureau of Education (BIE) showing Pestalozzi and Father Girard
issued in the early 1940s - they are not valid postage stamps although they were printed by Courvoisier.
The B.I.E. were set up in 1927 with an ideology of minimising conflict between nations through better
education. They acted partly as an advisory body to the League of Nations. They spent much of their
funds on providing educational material for Prisoners of War (half a million books during World War II).
The issuing of their own overprinted stamps in 1944 was contrary to regulations, but my theory is that
this was a deliberate attempt by the Swiss Government to 'legitimize' the B.I.E. internationally, as they
already knew that there were plans to set up an alternative 'Education organisation' under the soon to be
formed United Nations. In fact the UN did set up their own international education organisation – the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) which was founded in 1946.
Official UNESCO stamps were first issued in 1961 with the support of the French Postal Authorities
although comemmorative French stamps were issued in 1946 on its founding, their headquarters being
based in Paris. The B.I.E was incorporated into UNESCO in 1958.
It is very difficult to build up a representative collection of relevant cancellations, although special
philatelic cancels are easier to find. Some of the special cancellations for important international
conferences are very elusive. An important source book is Charles Mistely's 'Le Timbre S.D.N. and B.I.T.'
published in 1946 which lists and illustrates the earlier cancels and at least informs the collector of what
he or she should be looking for.
When the League of Nations and, later, the United Nations (Geneva Office) were set up the staff could
only use ordinary stamps on their mail – the relevant covers are distinguished by the names of the
particular organisation printed on the top or bottom of the official cover or, for incoming mail, in the
address. Official cancellations were soon in use and within a short while overprinted definitive Swiss
stamps (first for the League of Nations in 1922 and for the International Labour Office in 1923). Later,
under the U.N., special overprinted stamps were available to the staff for use on official business from
1948. Despite the introduction of specifically overprinted and special stamps, many covers used for
official business seem to have been stamped with regular Swiss definitives. Port Payé printed covers
(without stamps) and UN meter-marks were normally used by a number of offices on day to day
business. n.b. League and UN staff should use regular Swiss stamps on 'non-official business' – it is not
always easy to establish whether a cover was being used for official or non-official business.Two
examples of UN stamps used on cover are illustrated. - Fig. 1 shows a general League of Nations cover
sent in 1945 and Fig. 2 shows a 1955 B.I.T. (I.L.O.) special (reduced) bulk mail rate, illustrated envelope.
The scarcity of some of the stamps, particularly used copies, has resulted in many forgeries – buyers
beware ! Several are mentioned in Zumstein's Specialised Catalogue, but in the relative short time that I
have been studying them seriously, I have discovered potentially several more - though more research
needs to be done. One prime example is the 3 Sfr. brown high value definitive which was overprinted
both Societé des Nations and the I.L.O. – only 8,000 genuine stamps of each were originally printed.
Two examples of forgeries are illustrated above. Fig. 3 shows a United Nations definitive forged overprint
which
can be distinguished by the thin,
spindly and slightly 'squat'
lettering.
Fig. 4 shows a dangerously good forged overprint S.d.N. Bureau International du Travail. The accuracy
is exceptionally good - only the fact that it is on the wrong 'blued paper' printing proves it is a forgery.
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The use of UN stamps to deal with postage due, with or without a 'T'-mark, make an interesting
additional sideline for the cover collector. Two examples are illustrated below. Fig. 5 shows a 1966
Belgian cover with (Swiss) United Nations stamp used with 'T' cancel as postage due. Fig. 6 is a 1992
underpaid cover to the International Labour Office (B.I.T.), with their own stamps used as postage due.

Fig. 5

Fig. 6

The League of Nations was formed in 1918. It initially had a membership of 32 nations, rising to a
maximum of 57 (?). Although President Woodrow Wilson was very instrumental in setting it up, the USA
never became a member of the League, although it did join the I.L.O. (briefly !). Germany were allowed
to join in 1926 and Russia in 1927.
The initial headquarters of the League was in the former Hotel Metropole/Nationale on the north shore of
Lac Léman. It was renamed the Palais des Nations and, in 1924, the Palais Wilson, in memory of
Woodrow Wilson.
At the Conference in San Francisco in 1945 the Charter of the
United Nations was drawn up. This became legal in October
1945. Major Conferences were held in Paris in 1958 (the Third)
and 1961 (the Sixth) – commemorative stamps were issued by
France. The 1951 Conference established C.E.R.N. some of
whose staff later developed the Worldwide Web. The first special
official stamps of the United Nations were issued in February
1950. Switzerland held a referendum in 1945 to decide whether
they should join the UN – they decided not to, but the UN
created a 'permanent observor' post that enabled them to attend
meetings but not vote. They finally joined the UN in 2002. One
reason for not joining earlier may have been the high costs of
membership incurred by the other 175 (?) member states
(including for Peace Keeping and support for the various
specialist agencies).
Despite all the difficulties, I have managed to build up a very
substantial collection of items. Several of them, because of the
limited 'business usage' of the stamps, are quite scarce. Some of
my choicer items are listed below :
Fig. 7
•
•

•

An almost complete used collection of the relevant stamps off cover, including 90%
commercially used examples.
'Specimen' sets of the special stamps issued in 1937 to commemorate the opening of the
new, purpose-built head-quarters of the League of Nations and the International Labour
Office.
Cover in 1927 to the League of Nations office with postage dues and markings of the U.S.
4th Diplomatic Bureau.
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Cover related to one of the early International Peace and Women's Organisations on which
the League of Nations, formed in 1918, was partly based. N.B. The International Court of
Justice was formed prior to the First World War.
Cover posted at a major Council Meeting of the League of Nations in London in 1920.
Cover posted at the Lugano Conference of the League of Nations 10th-15th December
1928 - the first use of overprinted stamps outside of Geneva.
Registered cover posted at the Disarmament Conference at Montreaux in February/March
1932 with the special commemorative stamps produced by the P.T.T.
A number of covers with marks of particular departments of the League of Nations e.g.
Mandat (Accounts), E.C.E. (Economic Commission for Europe), Conmat (?).
Examples of forged UN overprinted stamps (on Historic series) – thin lettering.
Cover commemorating the UN East Asian Conference in July 1954 which established the
border between North and South Viet-Nam.
Covers related to Conferences during the Cold War, set up by the UN in the 1950s and '60s
to ease tensions between the USA, USSR, GB and France. (During one of the
Conferences in 1955 the USSR were prepared to discuss the re-unification of Germany !).
Errors on stamps, including examples of the 'broken-A' in 'Nations' on 1950 low-value UN
'Industry and Landscape' overprints .
Examples of the use of BIE stamps (cancelled) on mail from a Dutch POW in Germany and
to an Internee in a Swiss Internment Camp – return envelope and parcel label.
Complete set of four 1940 BIE sheetlets of stamps showing Pestalozzi and a 1942 Father
Girard miniature sheet of four stamps. These were sold to the general public at 2 Sfr each
to obtain funds for the organisation's work. Fig. 7 on the previous page shows an example
of a complete sheetlet of the BIE Father Girard forerunners.

I have produced several information sheets based on my researches including schedules of the various
international organisations (with abbreviations and language variations) and international conferences. If
members have commemorative covers and they do not know what the 'event' was I will be happy to look
it up or supply copies of the relevant sheet.
THE SWISS RAILWAYS SOCIETY – AN INTRODUCTION

MARTIN BULPITT

In recent years 'Swiss Express', the full-colour quarterly journal of the Swiss Railways Society (based in
the UK), has regularly run articles featuring Swiss stamps that feature not just trains and railways but
many other transportation subjects. Your Librarian receives copies of the magazine. Many members of
the Helvetia Philatelic Society will have put together thematic collections based upon these vital
elements of Switzerland’s economic infrastructure, whilst many of the 1,300 members of the SRS will
have extended their railway interests to include philately. Transport and the Post link well together and
the SRS would welcome into its ranks interested members of the HPS. The SRS is a broad church that
encompasses railway professionals, railway modellers, transport enthusiasts and people who just love
Switzerland. For just £16 annually, in addition to receiving our A4-sized magazine, UK members can
take part in the activities of our eleven regional branches, most of which have monthly meetings, plus
enjoying other benefits that our Swiss contacts can bring. For example in 2011 our members are
receiving a 5% discount on all Swiss holidays and rail travel booked through the Switzerland Travel
Centre’s London office. Working with this organisation the SRS recently took an active part in a Swiss
Event in Harrods where over three days we hosted hundreds of people to our joint display. Interested?
You can look us up on www.swissrailsoc.org.uk or write to Martin Fisher our Membership Secretary at
28, Apple Tree Lane, Redditch, B97 6SE, for more details.
CALLING ALL PRO JUVENTUTE FANS
Two new books have recently been published showing in full colour all the 'Pro Juventute Briefli 1926 –
1960' (i.e. the cachets on these little official envelopes) and the 'Pro Juventute Bild-Postkarten 1912 –
1960'. Both books were produced by Hubert Schad. The also have colour illustrations of all the
envelopes in which the briefli and cards were sold and the greeting cards which were intended to be
enclosed in the briefli. As the Pro Juventute organisation at this time based their 'souvenirs' on the works
of some of Switzerland's greatest artists you can be sure that these publications are considerably more
attractive than most philatelic catalogues. Each book costs CHF 40.00 plus postage and are available
from Rolf Rölli (see their advert in this Newsletter), amongst others.
APEX PHILATELIC's auction on 16th June 2011 includes a number of items from Leo Baresch's stock.
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MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD (1924 - 2011)

The Society is very sorry to hear that one of its best-known Honorary Life Members, Michael
Rutherfoord, has died. We extend our condolences to his family. Michael's innumerable contributions to
many journals have added enormously to so many people's understanding and appreciation of Swiss
Philately in Switzerland, the UK, the USA and further afield.
Having lost a good friend and an eminent philatelist the Society is making a donation to the family's
chosen charity 'Welt ohne Minen' in Michael's memory, remembering with gratitude his outstanding
contributions to the HPS Newsletter over many years. Individual members may wish to make personal
donations if they feel so inclined. The address of the charity is Badenerstrasse 16, 8004 Zürich,
Switzerland. Email http://www.wom.ch/index.php?id=55. Banker's details : PK 87-415116-3.
The Society has asked some of the closest associates of Michael to contribute some words in tribute :
Tony Hoyle, HPS President Emeritus – 'Like all members of Helvetia, I was very sorry to hear the sad
news about Michael. I first met him 29 years ago in Luzern and since then I have met him over 50 times
when in Switzerland. It will certainly be sad not to find him waiting for my wife and myself outside
customs at Zürich Airport when next we visit Switzerland. His knowledge about all things Swiss was
amazing and I only wish I could remember a fraction of what he has told me during our tours in many
parts of the country. I particularly remember him taking my wife and myself around Zürich, Bern and
Chur and our visit to the Transport Museum in Luzern and the PTT Museum and Federal Archives
Building in Bern. In complete contrast I remember standing with him on the summit of the Säntis and the
Arosa Weisshorn and being given a detailed description of the fantastic 360º panoramas.
Peter Hobbs and Richard Donithorn - As Editors of the HPS Newsletter we have very fond memories of
Michael. For most members of Helvetia PS he will be best remembered for his contributions over many
years to the Newsletter and his informative articles will be greatly missed. At a practical level, his regular
contributions made our monthly task of filling the eight pages with interesting material much simpler. His
'Did You Know' column and numerous, fully researched, well illustrated articles ensured that each edition
contained some fascinating new insights on Swiss philately and the latest information on Swiss postal
services. He was always scrupulous in checking the final draft text and ensuring that his pictures had
been reproduced correctly. Always ready to offer his advice and help, Michael was a true gentleman and
we consider it a particular privilege to have known him for so long as both a colleague and generous
friend.
If you want a reminder of Michael's writing style, turn to his regular 'Did You Know ?' column in the HPSN
(available to read in full on the Society's Website) and one of his latest articles published (in German)
'Zähnungen & Lochungsarten bei Schweizer Briefmarken (Teil 4) Die 'Grover' Kamm-Maschine' in the
March 2011 edition of Zumstein's house journal, the 'Berner Briefmarken Zeitung' Pages 31/32 (all four
parts are available from the Society's library). The pictures of Michael above have been kindly provided
from Tony Hoyle's and Douglas Muir's private photographic collections.
Douglas Muir was a great friend of Michael's for 36 years. He is a writer and is currently Curator
(Philately) at the British Postal Museum & Archive. His Appreciation of Michael follows :

Page 46

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

AN APPRECIATION OF MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD

June 2011

DOUGLAS N. MUIR FRPSL

“That’s Interesting !”
Anyone who knew Michael would immediately recognise that phrase. With the exceptions of music and
gardening, Michael was interested in everything. In no particular order : heraldry, Swiss topography,
Frama machines and labels, perforations, handstamps, machine cancellations, nuclear power, paddle
steamers, Swiss history, model aeroplanes, archaeology, Enigma, apartheid in South Africa, postal
mechanisation, lifts, printing, politics, current affairs, trains and railway timetables (current), trams, letter
boxes and the contents of all Post Office wastepaper baskets – I could go on at considerable length and
still not come to the end. Often, these interests combined. Thus, he recently wrote a series of articles for
Zumstein in the Berner Briefmarkenzeitung on periods of Swiss history as illustrated by heraldic Swiss
stamps.
Michael was not a competitive philatelist, nor did he have an award-winning collection. But he did
achieve one gold medal, that of the Consilium Philateliae Helvetica for services to Swiss philately. The
first ever awarded, it was for all Michael’s research, both past and present, and his help to others by
communicating the results of that research. His greatest achievement in that was, of course, his work on
the proof books of the Güller firm, manufacturers of handstamps from 1845, which culminated in their
extremely limited publication by the Consilium in six volumes in 1999. As with all real researchers he
would always go back to the source, be it the PTT Archive in Bern, current or past postal workers, or the
manufacturers of machines. He and I, for example, twice visited the Frama factory in Lauperswil to
interrogate their engineers about their latest models. Sadly, the last of their vending machines was
withdrawn in Switzerland earlier this year.
His philatelic interests were by no means confined to Switzerland nor to stamps. He loved letter boxes,
both Swiss and British. Similarly, he studied postal mechanisation and coding marks from around the
world. He enjoyed working out what they meant in terms of systems and mathematical values, though
the most recent defeated him. He collected handstamps and machine cancellations of all types, and in
considerable volume, all carefully sorted and kept in annotated shoeboxes, the numerous shelves for
which he built himself.
A lot of Michael’s research was published in English in the journals of various specialist societies of
which he was a member. But he also wrote for a wider audience and if published in Switzerland or
Germany then the articles were often translated by his wife Monika into rather more readable German.
Michael’s English was pithy, to say the least. Facts, preferably in tabular format, with little in the way of
linking text, then more facts. As you know, if you will forgive the pun, he also wrote a regular column for
the Helvetia PS Newsletter, unfailingly for 37 years.
There was a corollary to the oft-used phrase “That’s interesting!” and that was “It makes me mad!” (or
stronger – “It makes me so mad!”). This often came out when he could not find something, or, latterly,
when he could not work out something on the computer. I never heard anything worse.
Originally from South Africa, but with Scottish and German heritage, Michael was gregarious, hospitable,
full of extraordinary information and always extremely helpful. As a result he had innumerable friends. It
was a joy, and an education, to take a trip with him anywhere in Switzerland.
His funeral took place on 6 May, fitting (if unintentionally) as that was also National Stamp Day in Britain.
NEXT MEETINGS OF THE HPS SOUTHERN REGION GROUP
Saturday 4th June 2011 – 'Switzerland's Definitive Stamps of the 19th, 20th and 21st Centuries'
commencing at 10.30.a.m. at the Cricket Field House Hotel in Salisbury. Further details in the May
edition of the Newsletter Page 37 or from Fred Hoadley Tel. 01403 711987. The Autumn meeting of the
Group will be held on 22nd October 2011 in Salisbury – 'My Favourite Stamps'.
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MINUTES OF THE SIXTY FOURTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HELVETIA PHILATELIC
SOCIETY
held on 9th April 2011 at The Old Swan Hotel Harrogate North Yorkshire HG1 2SR
with 18 members present.
David Hope chaired the meeting.
1. Apologies were received from our President Emeritus Tony Hoyle, our President Claude Mistely,
Richard Akers, Ann Beattie, Denis Cairns, Derek and Ruth Dawson, Ray Jeal, Charles LaBlonde, Fred
Pickard, Derrick Slate, Henry Towers and Phil Vaughan.
2. The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on 17th April 2010. It was proposed by
Don Symonds, seconded by Fred Hoadley, and unanimously agreed that these, as published in the
“Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter” dated June 2010, should be taken as read.
3. Matters arising from the Minutes. None
4. The Chairman David Hope advised that the Society, despite an ageing membership and the
problems of recruitment, was moving ahead thanks in no small measure to the continued hard work of
the Newsletter Editor and the Webmaster in particular. Both the Northern and Southern Group meetings
were receiving regular support from dedicated members and newcomers were always welcome. The
recent appointment of Adrian Keppel as Publicity Officer had already boosted the Society’s profile
nationally. Cedric Dry’s collection of early Swiss forgeries had been purchased by The Royal Philatelic
Society, a worthy repository for such an important collection and now available for study by philatelists
worldwide. A CD of this collection would become available free of charge to interested Society members
– details would appear in a future edition of the Newsletter. Thanks were due to all those who supported
the Society and to those involved in the organisation of the Annual National Meeting.
5. The Honorary Secretary Peter Vonwiller expressed his appreciation for the many messages received
during his illness and for the ready support he had received, particularly from Rosalind Ragg deputising
at last year’s AGM and the Hon. Treasurer Norton Wragg throughout 2010. As usual the major part of the
Secretary’s activities had been concerned with administrative matters relating to membership,
responding to queries from various sources (more and more Internet generated) and with liaising with
other Officers and members of the Committee. During the past year the number of members resigning
membership, mainly due to reasons of age-related infirmity, have exceeded those joining. There are
currently 108 UK based members, 4 Overseas members, 10 Honorary Life members and 18 members of
the American Helvetia Philatelic Society who subscribe to our Newsletter. A grand total of 140.
Reference to our ageing membership had been a recurrent theme for a number of years and the need to
redouble our efforts to obtain new members was of greater importance than ever. The recent
appointment of Adrian Keppel as our Publicity Officer would, it was anticipated, bring the Society’s
activities to a wider audience. The Website was now noticeably attracting an increasing number of
enquiries but individually we all needed to promote membership to our philatelic friends and
acquaintances. Following the cessation of meetings in London the possibilities of establishing at least
one further Group outside of the Capital would be actively pursued. The change over of the Newsletter’s
distribution arrangements had been accomplished most satisfactorily. The Hon. Treasurer would be
making reference to the benefits of e-mail receipt when proposing the 2012 subscription rates.
6. The Honorary Treasurer Norton Wragg in presenting the Report and Accounts for the Financial Year
ending 31st December 2010 stated that the surplus of Income over Expenditure had increased from the
previous year by £642 to £869. This had been mainly the result of an increase in subscriptions as of 1st
January 2010 and, whilst other income had remained constant overall, expenditure, after taking into
account the receipts for the Annual National Meeting (ANM), reduced by £280. The Society had
subsidised the ANM by £100. Costs of the Regional Meetings had decreased by £200. The cessation of
the London Meetings had saved £150 and the generous arrangements afforded the Northern Group had
saved a further £250. The cost of the Salisbury meetings had increased by £200. The increase in
Newsletter costs was the result of increased postage rates but savings had resulted from some
members taking the Newsletter electronically and by revised distribution methods to members in USA.
The Balance Sheet showed a healthy surplus at the year’s end of £5,188. Bank Balances amounted to
£7,238. Shown was a Creditor for the London meetings who had not invoiced – this would either be paid
on receipt of an invoice or written off after six years. It was proposed by David Colman, seconded by
Werner Gattiker with thanks to the Honorary Treasurer, that the Report and Accounts be accepted. This
was carried unanimously.
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MINUTES OF THE SIXTY FOURTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HPS (cont.)
7. 2011 Budget and 2012 Subscriptions. The. Hon. Treasurer said that, as in previous years, he had
been conservative in preparing the budget for 2011. The format of the Budget had been changed to
additionally include a forecast for 2012. Due largely to ageing, membership continued to decline but
some of the initiatives put in place including the appointment of a Publicity Officer and the excellent
Website augured well for the recruitment of new members. The Committee had looked at the distribution
of the Newsletter and had experimented with sending it to some members electronically. There had been
a favourable response with some enquiries about adjusting subscriptions to reflect the savings in
postage. It was proposed to reflect this in subscriptions for 2012 onwards. With regard to Expenditure an
item for extra meetings had again been included. The cost of the Newsletter had not been reduced in the
forecast for 2012 since the inclusion of coloured illustrations, if practical, was under consideration. As
reported elsewhere a Publicity Officer had been appointed and an amount for this was included in
Officers' Expenses. It was proposed that subscriptions for 2012 should remain the same as for the
current year, except where members receive their Newsletters electronically. With no extra cost for
international transmission it was proposed that there should be a uniform subscription of £15 for all such
members. 2012 rates would then be United Kingdom £20, Europe £23, Rest of the World £25 and for
members receiving the Newsletter electronically £15. Kit Jarman seconded the Treasurer’s proposal that
the Budget be accepted and this was carried unanimously.
(Copies of the Hon. Treasurer’s Report and Accounts for the year ending 2010 and the 2001& 2012
Budgets are available on request to the Treasurer.)
8. Auditor/Examiner to the Society’s Accounts. Norton Wragg expressed the Society’s thanks to Julia
Tibbles for examining the Accounts. A proposal that Ms. Tibbles, who had expressed her willingness, be
appointed as Auditor/Examiner for a further year was made by Norton Wragg, seconded by Werner
Gattiker, and accepted unanimously.
9.The Honorary Packet Secretary. The Secretary, reporting on behalf of Richard Akers, advised that in
the year to date 35 packets had been circulated with a total value of just under £12,850; an increase of
25% on the previous year. Some 20% of the material offered had been purchased, evidence that a wide
range of good quality was still in demand by members. Regrettably though, the number of members
taking the Packets is reducing with only 52 spread over the 5 circulation areas. Members currently not
receiving the Packet but wishing to do so in future were invited to contact The Packet Secretary. To meet
the terms of our Insurance Policy, participating members were reminded that it was mandatory that they
‘phone ahead (confirming this on the slip) before posting Packets on. The Packet Secretary’s thanks
were offered to all who contributed in any way to the success of the scheme. Notification of e-mail
addresses, where available, would be appreciated to rjakers@hotmail.co.uk
10. The Librarian. In the absence of the Librarian the Secretary reported that Derrick Slate advised that
disappointingly during the year only three members had borrowed books – a total of ten. No requests
had been made for the loan of journals, although various articles had been copied for the benefit of
members. There had been ten additions to the library and details of these are to be found in the
complete Library listing on the Society Website. A copy of this listing is also available by post on request
from the Librarian. The recent AHPS publication “Philately of Switzerland – An Introductory Handbook”
was especially recommended. An article drawing attention to the benefits of using the Library had been
prepared for publication in the Newsletter. The time was approaching when a new home for the Library
(and a new Librarian) would be required and the Committee would be addressing both these issues.
11. The Newsletter Editor Richard Donithorn confirmed that Newsletters had reached members in the
UK and abroad on time each month thanks to our very efficient and reliable printers Design and Digital
Printcentre of Chichester and the sterling efforts of Rosalind Ragg as Newsletter Distributor. Michael
Rutherfoord’s decision to cease his monthly “Did You Know?” column had left a “big hole” in terms of
content. Thanks were due to three or four members who could fortunately be relied on to provide
material on a regular basis. The “Bank” of articles was however only just about sufficient to carry over
from one month to another. The needs of a diverse membership would be better met if more members
were prepared to submit material. If required, assistance was available to polish articles prior to
publication. Those willing to translate would ensure more articles from foreign publications became
available. Content and presentation are always under consideration and the needs of the silent majority
can easily be overlooked. To counter this a Questionnaire would be circulated and a good response
should enable the Editor to offer a publication of greater interest to a wider number of members.
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MINUTES OF THE SIXTY FOURTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HPS (cont.)
Discussion at Society meetings should produce further ideas. Closer contacts with the Editor of AHPS’s
“Tell” and major Auction Houses are resulting in a wider outlook. The Hon. Treasurer has earlier referred
to the special subscription rates applicable as of next year to those members receiving the Newsletter
via e-mail. More members might like to consider this, bearing in mind that it ensures earlier delivery and
a number of illustrations in colour. In conclusion the Editor expressed his appreciation to those who
throughout the year had offered encouragement in what was a demanding but satisfying role. The
meeting subsequently expressed its appreciation of the work carried out by the Editor.
12. The Webmaster Fred Hoadley advised that during 2010 the front page of the Website had been
reworked focussing solely on Society announcements. Nearly 400 pages in PDF format containing
Michael Rutherfoord’s “Did You Know” columns from 1972 to the end of 2009 had been added. A
“Railways & TPOs” Webpage – three PDF documents had been created, mainly digitally enhanced
extracts from early copies of the Newsletter including one by our founder E. H. Spiro. Both of these
projects had been made possible with the aid of the software acquired by the Society in 2009. The
“Useful Links” Webpage had been redesigned to render it more viewable and the “Newsletter Index” had
been updated to the end of 2010. During 2011 an article would be compiled on the subject of “Who’s
Who on Swiss Stamps”. This would be based on various sources including the “Swiss Philatelist” and
our Newsletter. Software purchased by the Webmaster would assist in the revamping of the Website into
a more structured layout. Suggestions, comments and contributions from Society members to keep the
Website informative and up-to date would be welcomed. Certainly, as the Hon. Secretary can confirm,
the Website is becoming a valuable link as far as the “outside world” is concerned. Work was at an
advanced level to produce a CD containing the Society’s Newsletter for the years 1948 to 2006, “The
Swiss Philatelist” (1951 to 1986) and journals produced by American Philatelic Societies over the years.
The CD would be in searchable PDF format and would constitute an invaluable source of information for
all interested in Swiss philately. Details regarding availability would be published in a future edition of
the Newsletter.
13. Election of Officers and Committee Members for 2011 - 2012. All eligible existing Officers and
Committee members being prepared to stand for re-election and with the addition of Adrian Keppel no
further nominations having been received, on the proposal of Kit Jarman, seconded by Don Symonds
the following were unanimously elected en bloc to serve:
Chairman
David Hope
Vice-chairman
Eric Lienhard
General Secretary
Peter Vonwiller
Honorary Treasurer
Norton Wragg
Packet Secretary
Richard Akers
Newsletter Editor
Richard Donithorn
Librarian
Derrick Slate
Webmaster
Fred Hoadley
Committee Members
David Colman Ian Gilchrist
Adrian Keppel Bob Medland Rosalind Ragg.
14. Motions and Resolutions. None submitted.
15. Any Other Business :
a)
The Society’s Libraries. The Committee was arranging for the Library List to contain details of
the combined stock of both the National and the Northern Libraries.
b)
Heinz Katcher Memorial. The Committee’s proposal that, to perpetuate Heinz Katcher’s memory
for the immediate future, one of the displays made at the Annual National Meeting be designated as the
“Heinz Katcher Memorial Display” was approved. The first such display would be that to be made on the
following day by Kit Jarman.
c)
Stans NABA 2012. Interest having been expressed in a Society visit to this exhibition in October
2012, Ian Gilchrist volunteered to investigate possibilities.
d)
Meeting at the Postal Archives Museum. Richard Donithorn volunteered to explore the
possibilities of a Society meeting at this venue when Swiss material might be made available for viewing.
Jonathan Cartwright to assist with this.
e)
Society Frames. Bob Medland agreed to liaise with Werner Gattiker regarding the possible
transport and storage of the Society’s frames.
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f)
Future Society Meetings. The Committee was charged with investigating a suitable venue for the
2012 Annual National Meeting and the possibility of arranging an additional Regional Meeting.
g)
Publication of AGM Minutes. To save space in the Newsletter the Committee recommended
that, with effect from 2012, a résumé of the AGM be published rather than the full Minutes. These would
though be available on demand to members. This recommendation was accepted.
h)
Thanks to Committee. The meeting expressed its thanks to the Committee.
The meeting closed at 3.18 p.m.
Peter Vonwiller - Honorary Secretary
'PHILATELY OF SWITZERLAND : AN INTRODUCTORY HANDBOOK'
Last month, it was reported that all the original print run of 300 copies of the AHPS's new book have
been allocated. The American Society have retained a few copies for their use and one or two of these
may become available. If any member is interested in obtaining a copy then contact the Editor.
NEW MEMBER
The Society's Website is proving to be a valuable means of attracting new members. We extend a very
warm welcome to our latest recruit, Mr John Sheldrake, who resides in East Anglia. We hope that he will
take full advantage of the Society's services and look forward to seeing him at one of our events.
DAY OF THE STAMP CARDS

BOB MEDLAND

I was interested to read the article in the latest newsletter about ‘Tag der Briefmarke’ cards. Whilst I don’t
collect that area of Swiss philately, I came across a number of such cards in good condition and at
sensible prices at Warminster Stamp Fair recently. If any member is interested in these, they should
contact Roy Hollis of ‘Cover Love’ 01291 621930 or see his shop on eBay listed as ph4uv.
THE CEDRIC DRY COLLECTION OF SWISS CANTONAL AND FEDERAL FORGERIES
The Society has produced a CD of this collection. It is expected that the CD will be available to
interested members in July 2011. It is regretted that it is not viable to produce a printed version, as to
print over 400 pages would be prohibitively expensive. Members will be pleased to hear that a decision
has been made that the CD (including post and packaging) will be FREE to all fully paid up members.
Ian Gilchrist is arranging the bulk production of the CDs and the distribution to interested members. In
order to keep production costs down it would be helpful to know how many members would like a copy.
If you would like one, please contact Ian by the 30th June either in writing or by E-mail. His contacts
are : by post - Ian Gilchrist, 44 St Georges Rd, Harrogate HG2 9BS or by email - admin@igstamps.com
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