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MAIL CARRIED ON SHIPS PLYING THE LAKE OF CONSTANCE (BODENSEE) PETER VONWILLER
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Fig. 2

Having seen the item on the cover posted on-board ship on the Bodensee (HPS Newsletter March
2011 Page 22), I thought I might produce an article based on some of the material related to the
Bodensee that I have collected over the years. I am very conscious at only having scratched the surface
of a complex and fascinating subject, where material is not easy to find, so would appreciate hearing
from anyone able to contribute further information.
The Lake
The lake is situated at the Eastern end of the Swiss Plateau, its shores bordering Switzerland, Germany
(formerly the states of Baden and Bavaria) and Austria. It covers an area of approximately 539 square
kilometres (210 square miles) and is about 72 kilometres (45 miles) long. It has a maximum depth of 252
metres (827 feet) and, with the melting of ice and snow in the neighbouring Alps, the lake levels change
by as much as 3.7 metres (12 feet). The main body of the lake is known as the Obersee. At its northwest end, near Konstanz (Germany)/Kreuzlingen (Switzerland) the Bodensee is divided by a peninsula
into two forks : Überlinger See to the north and Untersee to the south. The lake lies on the course of the
River Rhine, which enters from the south and then emerges from the Untersee flowing west. Fish
abound and the shores are used for fruit growing and wine production. In prehistoric times the lake's
shallow areas were the sites of an extensive community of Lake Dwellers. Today, in addition to
Kreuzlingen, the principal towns on the lake's shore are Rorschach and Romanshorn in Switzerland,
Friedrichshafen and Lindau in Germany and Bregenz in Austria. The people living around the
Bodensee's shores have much in common and are arguably akin to the area rather than to their national
roots. Certainly the inhabitants of the Austrian shore share Schwyzerdütsch, rather than German, with
their Swiss neighbours.
Postal Services
Until 30th April 1961 postal services operated on the lake steamers of the three countries bordering the
lake. Mail posted aboard steamers is normally franked with the postage stamps of the country under
whose flag the particular steamer sailed. But this is not always the case.
Stamps were sometimes cancelled with a Steamer handstamp incorporating the name of the vessel,
otherwise with a “Schiffspost dem Bodensee” or a “BODENSEE-SCHIFFSPOST ” cancel incorporating
the name of the town where the item entered the postal system.
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Generally, when mail was disembarked at a lakeside town, postage stamps of one country were not
cancelled with a town cancel of a foreign country. Rather a Landing Mark with the inscription
“Schiffsbrief” or “SEE – NAME OF TOWN” was applied as a cancel and the town cancel then applied
alongside the stamps. The point at which the Postal Authority of a particular country took responsibility
for the handling of an item was thus established.
Not surprisingly, many variations to these arrangements appear to have taken place. With the cessation
of on-board postal services, ship's cachets could still be applied to mail, but not to the actual postage
stamps, which are cancelled ashore with a standard town cancel. Figures 1 – 4 show examples of some
of the ways ship mail was handled over the years on the Bodensee.
Fig. 1 Ship Mail – Switzerland to Bavaria
Imprinted 10 centimes card issued by the Swiss Post Office in June 1896 addressed to Ansbach,
Germany with appropriate receiving cds. Circular postmark of 12th October 1896 applied on board ship
sailing from Romanshorn (Switzerland) to Lindau (Bavaria) now Germany. This route was operated
jointly by Switzerland and Bavaria and the postmark is that of the Swiss Postal Authorities. This
postmark was used between 1896, when Switzerland first introduced post offices on her ships crossing
the Bodensee, and 1914 when services were suspended on the outbreak of the First World War.
Fig, 2 Ship Mail – Port of Arrival Mark
Imprinted 1Oc. Swiss Postal Stationery card with additional 10 centimes postage stamp. 20c. being the
foreign post card rate applicable for destination Mannheim, Germany. Circular "Schiffspost auf dem
Bodensee FRIEDRICHSHAFEN " landing mark dated 18th April 1931. This mark was in use between
1925 and 1938. Originating from Rorschach Football Club the card, in view also of its franking, is likely
to have been posted aboard a ship bound from Rorschach (Switzerland) to Friedrichshafen (Germany)
where it would have been taken ashore for onward transmission by the German Postal system.
Fig. 3 Ship Mail – Friedrichshafen (Württemberg) to Romanshorn (Switzerland) destination London
Illustrated post card of S.S.Württemberg published by Photoglob Co. Zürich posted on board S.S.
Koenig Karl. Franked with Swiss postage stamps (Numbers 118 1, 123 11 and 125 11) totalling 10c. the
Foreign post card rate. Circular date stamp "K.W. SCHIFFSPOST AUF D. BODENSEE 1" of 20th
November 1910 (Trip No.161) indicates Württemberg (later Germany) on-board Post Office. This
postmark was used on ships sailing between Friedrichshafen and Romanshorn from 15.5.1902 to
14.5.1939 with the exception of the First World War years when service was suspended. (Description of
Fig. 4 is at the bottom of the next page)
/
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THE LAST DAYS OF POSTAGE DUE STAMPS: LATEST DATES AND CORRECTION BOB MEDLAND

In the footnote of my short article (HPS Newsletter August 2011 Page 61) the example of the latest date
should have read ‘Figure 3’, being the cover posted in Antwerp on 30.11.1993. Inevitably, since writing
the article, I have found a later cover that was also posted in Antwerp, dated 6.5.1984 with a circled -T
handstamp on two 1986-88 ‘Mail Transport’ definitives as shown in the illustration above. Doubtless later
examples are to be found.
This raises another question: what were the last publicity issues to be used for this purpose? The last
issue listed by The Amateur Collector catalogue is Z750 of 1987, with a comment that later issues were
too scarce for listing. Figure 4 in my article in the August newsletter showed a postage due cover from
May 1991 with Z805 (1990 issue) used for collecting postage due. Unfortunately it was not struck with a
'T' hand-stamp – but it is still relevant for this purpose.
THE MYSTERY OF THE 'INDUSTRY AND LANDSCAPE' DEFINITIVE DIES

DAVID WHITWORTH

Kit Jarman asked if both the Die 1 and Die 2 versions of the 20c. Industry and Landscape stamps were
issued on the same day (ref. HPS Newsletter August 2011 Page 66). David Whitworth has come up with
some useful information. He writes : “I have just found an article from the Philatelic Magazine of August
26th, 1955. This article, by Lt Col. J. D. Blyth, explains that the original sheets of Z301 (18,000 were
printed) were not destroyed but were mixed with the sheets of 301a and issued to post offices in the
normal way. It is not certain whether all the sheets were issued on 1st August.”
NEXT REGIONAL MEETINGS
Northern - Saturday 1st October 2011 – 'Meine Heimat + Revenues' by the Society's Vice-Chairman, Eric
Lienhard. Future meetings : 5th November - 'Swiss Postal Coaches' by David Hope, 3rd December 'MPOs and Special Cancellations' – All Members. All the meetings will take place at Corporation Mill,
Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire commencing at 2.00.p.m. Further details from David Hope Tel. 0161 303
0091.
Southern – Saturday 22nd October 2011 – 'My Favourite Stamps'
25th February - 'Pre-Stamp and Stampless Mail' (e.g. Official).
October – 'Airmails'. All the meetings are for Members' displays
House Hotel, Wilton Road, Salisbury, Wiltshire commencing at
Hoadley Tel. 01403 711987.

– All Members. Future dates in 2012 :
2nd June – 'Picture Postcards' ; 20th
and will take place at the Cricketfield
10.30.a.m. Further details from Fred

MAIL CARRIED ON SHIPS PLYING THE LAKE OF CONSTANCE (continued from last page)
Fig. 4 Ship Mail – Port of Arrival Mark
Illustrated post card (Number 5 with view of Konstanz, Baden and the Swiss mountains) from a
perforated booklet of Bodensee panoramic cards published by Moch & Stern of Munich. Franked with 5
pfennigs Bavarian postage stamp postmarked Konstanz, Baden on 13th December 1898. Boxed
"Bodenseeschiffspost" mark, as used in Konstanz, Baden between 1897 and 1951, applied. There is no
indication as to the name of the ship or its port of departure. The latter may possibly have been Lindau
since this is in Bavaria (the postage stamp used for franking) and a steamer service existed between
Lindau and Konstanz.
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STAMPS – A MATERIAL CONSIDERATION
Postal Authorities, particularly the smaller ones, are constantly
striving to attract the attention of stamp collectors to their new
issues. One way has been to produce stamps in materials other
than the traditional paper, in various thicknesses. Some would
describe this trend as 'technical innovation', others as a
senseless exercise which not only significantly increases the
cost of unit production but creates a product which is often not
easy to affix to a cover nor cancel for postal purposes. However
it has resulted in some true 'oddities' and, no doubt, has taxed
the ingenuity of the design and production teams involved.
Switzerland was finally tempted into such unorthodox behaviour in 2000 when they issued the 'world's
first embroidered stamp' for their National Philatelic Exhibition (Fig. 1 - above), followed in 2004 by the
'first wooden stamp'. Both designs were attractive and the quality of manufacture, particularly of the
embroidered stamp, was first class.
Stamps on 'waxed cloth' (printed as miniature sheets of four) were issued by Hungary as far back as
1958 for the International Philatelic Exhibition in Brussels. In 1961 the USSR produced a stamp
commemorating achievements in space on 'metal plate'. In 1969 Bhutan decided to follow suit issuing
stamps of 'thin steel plate' (commemorating the Steel Industry) and of 'silk rayon' (showing prayer
banners – see Fig. 2 below). The following year it experimented with laminated plastic surfaces on some
of its stamps to create particular textures or relief. Greenland is reputed to have produced some 'handknitted' stamps in the late 1990s.

Fig. 2

Fig. 3

Fig. 4

Metal foil (usually silver or gold in colour) has been used for a number of stamp issues particularly in the
1960s, often on illustrations of coins e.g. Tonga, Bhutan, Sharjah and Sierra Leone. Maybe they invoked
memories of the Sitting Helvetia embossed copper-bronze and gold stamps issued by the Swiss Federal
Post in the 19th Century when they were so pre-occupied with ways of thwarting potential forgeries. (N.B.
In recent years Switzerland has introduced silver foil and 'glitter' to 'brighten up' some of its stamps.)
Although many other countries have dabbled with alternative materials, the resultant stamps have
remained a 'novelty'. It should nevertheless be noted that such was the appeal of the woven and
embroidered stamps designed and manufactured by the Swiss firm of Bischoff AG of St. Gallen, that in
2003 they were commissioned to produce stamps to mark the 'Centenary of the Teddy Bear' ! Selfadhesive and beautifully embroidered, they were issued by no less than five countries – The Gambia,
Grenada, Grenada/Carriacou and Petite Martinique, St. Vincent and the Grenadines and Sierra Leone.
Switzerland celebrated Teddy's Centenary in 2002, but their philatelic contribution was a booklet (printed
by Joh. Enschedé) containing five differently-shaped, self-adhesive stamps – made of good old paper !
The illustrations above show the embroidered 'exclusive vignette label' which was included in the 2000
Year Book of Swiss Stamps (Fig. 3) and an example of the embroidered teddy bear design (Fig. 4), both
produced by Bischoff AG. References : Gibbons Stamp Monthly November 2000 ; Stamp Magazine June
2003 and Swiss Post's 'Focus on Stamps' May 2000. (Editor)
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A FUTURE FOR STAMPS ? - A RAY OF HOPE !
A quote from the 3rd edition of Swiss Post's 'Focus on Stamps' this year takes an optimistic stance “Rated by UNESCO as part of national culture, the chances are strong that stamps will be able to defend
their status as an image-building method of postal prepayment and a valuable piece of cultural heritage.”
The article on the new souvenir booklet on 'Modern Swiss Art on Stamps' also quotes the famed artist,
architect and philosopher Friedensreich Hundertwasser : “Stamps are the yardstick of a country's
culture. This tiny piece of paper links the heart of the sender and the addressee, building bridges
between people and countries. Stamps know no borders ….. Stamps are the only work of art that
everyone can own....” Hundertwasser was never commissioned to design any stamps for Switzerland,
but those members interested in modern art can get a flavour of his unique style on Liechtenstein Z1002
and Z1178 -1180 and UN Office Geneva Z119/120 and 267.
THE PRESIDENT'S WIFE
We are sorry to report the death of Deirdre, the wife of our President, Claude Mistely. Deirdre fought a
long battle with illness and our thoughts are with Claude and the family at this time.
NORTHERN GROUP MEETING – SEPTEMBER 2011

DAVID HOPE

The season got off to a fine start with a high attendance and fine displays. The highlight was Ian
Gilchrist's gold medal winning presentation 'Mail between Switzerland and Colombia using the Scadta
Airline 1923 – 1937'. Ian said that he started to collect this material thirty years ago but only this year
obtained a cover which enabled him to show a coherent story. He also explained the importance of
getting the introductory sheet right so that the judges were aware of what it was all about. He then
explained the various Scadta stamps used on mail which could be purchased in Switzerland through
agents which were often consulates. These included the scarce 1929 golden issue. His exhibit showed a
variety of covers from Switzerland and one or two from Liechtenstein. Exceptional items mounted on a
red background were dotted through the exhibit and included three previously unrecorded covers. The
final section of the exhibit showed mail from Colombia to Switzerland. This was an exceptional display of
material new to most of us present. Congratulations to Ian on his success. After this, five members
presented a variety of material. Norton Wragg showed a wide range of Pro Patria material on cover
which included censored, express and airmail. Dennis Cairns showed some postcards from 1913
promoting the fund for a Swiss air corp as well as some Mittelholzer covers. Alan Green showed an
1809 military letter, an 1844 cover with an Adelboden script handstamp and some BIE covers from World
War II using the special labels for use on covers to prisoners of war. New member Gordon Bromberger
showed a series of Zeppelin covers 1929 - 1932. Finally David Whitworth showed a variety of Demand
for Payment envelopes from 1875 to 1967, a subject about which little has been written. All in all an
excellent start to the new season.
FORTHCOMING UK PHILATELIC SHOWS/EXHIBITIONS
Thematic Stamp Day organised by the West of England Thematic Society and the Wessex Federation 29th October 2011 at Dartmoor Lodge, Ashburton, Devon. Competition entries will be on display and
thematic dealers will be present with THEMATIX.
Philatex - 3rd - 5th November 2011 at the Royal Horticultural Halls, Greycoat Street, London.
Spring Stampex - 22nd - 25th February 2012 at the Business Design Centre, 52, Upper Street, Islington,
London N1 0QH (near the Angel Tube Station). Competitions for Thematic, Open and Postcard classes
– entry forms available from the ABPS -www.abps.org.uk/Exhibiting/index.xalter Seminars will be held
during the event on each of the competition classes by eminent international judges and collectors.
A NEW SPECIALIST ALBUM
The Schweizer Briefmarken-Händler-Verband (SBHV) have published a new, profusely illustrated luxury
album (18 pages, ringbinder) for each of the Swiss Cantonal and Federal stamps issued between 1843
and 1881. Five additional pages are available to mount used examples with different cancellation types
and other varieties ! Available for CHF 149 (complete plus postage) from SBHV – Geschäfsstelle –
Postfach 1538, 8640 Rapperswill, Switzerland or info@gruenenfelder.cc Further information from
www.philaweb.com/sbhv
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KARL BICKEL (1887 – 1982) : MASTER STAMP ENGRAVER

October 2011
ADRIAN KEPPEL

This article was first published in 'Stamp and Coin Mart' magazine in April 2011. For details visit:
www.stampandcoin.co.uk
It celebrates the work of one of the World's most talented stamp
engravers, Karl Bickel. He was born on 13th February 1887 in
Zürich. He started out as a lithographer and was originally
employed in the advertising business. Having studied painting
and graphic art, a subsequent trip to Italy opened his eyes to
sculpture. But a severe illness ended his trip prematurely.
A long sickness left him bedridden during the first months of
World War I, leading to a sustained period of reflection. He
emerged stronger and set upon realising his dream of building a
Temple of Peace. For a quarter of a century he worked on this
National Monument of Freedom and Art, and after completion
bequeathed his 'Paxmal Monument', as it is now known, to the
nation. It is situated in Walenstadtberg just above Walenstadt.
After World War I, Bickel became deeply involved in poster art. But at the same time he started to focus
on portraits, thereby developing his engraving skills. It was this talent that made the transition into stamp
design and engraving a logical one for Bickel. His first attempts were the design of a number of airmail
stamps for the 1923 set for Switzerland.
Bickel rose to fame in the 1930s after the Swiss PTT decided to revert to recess printing for their
definitives. To facilitate recess-printing on rotary presses, the PTT had to switch from copper engraving
to steel engraving. Bickel was very much involved in this process, and developed the art of producing
stamps by this method. His future work was to win him many major honours and awards.
His first and instantly admired major work was the 1936 Swiss definitive set known as the Landscape
series (Z194 -200). The designs were based on a similar, typographed set of 1934, and reflected the
engraver's fascination for mountains.
His next major definitive set was the 1949 set 'Civil Engineering and Landscapes' (Z297-308). These
stamps can be characterised as one of stylised sobriety, but that did not make it universally loved with
many critics stating that they had expected something a bit 'nicer' to look at. However, the postal
authorities, and Bickel himself, agreed that after the natural 1936 definitives, the new theme of civil
engineering called for starker, less romantic stamp images. The decision to omit all details and focus
simply on the principal elements was therefore a very conscious one.
Karl Bickel was not only moved as an artist by landscapes; people, too, held a fascination for him. He
had already found fame with his portraits before he got involved in stamp design, and his skills in that
field were also carried on to his stamp work. Another major part of Swiss philately including Bickel's
portrait work is the 1941 Historical definitive set (Z243 -251). The set is split up into figures from Swiss
paintings and portraits of famous Swiss.
The quality of his engraving and depiction of the human figure were further reflected in the beautiful
stamps he designed for the 1938 high-value definitives (Z216 -218), the 1939 Swiss National Exhibition
(Z219/220, 222/223, 225/226) and, perhaps his tour de force, the three highest values of the Peace
Issue in 1945 (Z272 -274).
It is often argued that Bickel's portrait work is among the finest of his stamp oeuvre. The designs and
engravings on the vast majority of portrait stamps in the annual Pro Juventute sets from 1927 to 1964
are by his hand, both design and engraving. Bickel often chose his 1927 Pro Juventute stamp portraying
Swiss education reformer Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi (PJ43 – illustrated at the top of this page), as his
favourite stamp of them all, but all portraits in these series are of incredible detail and likeness.

October 2011

Z209

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

Z307

Z216

Z244

Z217

Page 81

Z273

Z226

Bickel's stamps were not only issued in Switzerland. Some five stamp sets by his hand were issued
between 1945 and 1965 in Liechtenstein. For Portugal Bickel engraved the 1946 Portuguese Castles
set. Luxembourg, too, issued stamps designed and engraved by Bickel, most importantly the 1948
definitive set depicting the Grand Duchess Charlotte. Once asked why he liked designing and engraving
stamps he said that working on steel or copper within a very limited space 'requires most laborious
devotion, allows to express artistic perception and sharpens one's character.'
The Society is grateful to Swiss Post for allowing it to reproduce illustrations of their stamps in the
Newsletter.
A NEW CATALOGUE
Corinphila Auktionen AG have recently published a new “Handbook and Specialist Catalogue :
Schweizer Kantonalmarken 1843 – 1854” by Karl Louis, Antoine Clavel and Walter Brühlmann. Hans
Schwarz, in his review of the Handbook in the SBZ, emphasises that it goes well beyond the traditional
approach of the standard Zumstein and SBK catalogues and is 'truly innovative'. He praises the authors
for their detailed background analysis of prominent collectors' and dealers' archives, catalogues of key
auctions, previous research studies and articles concerning the Cantonal stamps. The authors had
access to a vast card-index compiled by Corinphila Auktionen AG. from existing archives. The index
records “all the existing important stamps, covers and cancellations of the classical period of Swiss
philately.”
'The Handbook and Specialist Catalogue' provides collectors, not only with full details and estimated
values of the stamps, but also a wealth of information on the various postal rates (e.g. registered mail,
printed matter, rayon distances), different cancellations, manuscript marks, types and places of use,
mixed frankings, relative rarity and value estimates taking account of prices attained in auction. It also
gives some insight into the value of 'special covers' e.g. with rare cancellations, particular usages or
unusual stamp varieties. It is available for CHF 89 (plus postage and packing) from Corinphila at
Wiesenstrasse 8, 8034 Zürich, Switzerland, E-Mail: info@corinphila.com
Ref. This article is based on an English translation by George Strubel of Hans Schwarz's original review
published in the AHPS's journal 'Tell' September 2011 pages 4 – 8.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SOCIETY'S LIBRARIAN

October 2011
DERRICK SLATE

Did you know that we have 527 books and folders just for Switzerland in the Society's Library ? Well, you
do now, and all of this is available to borrow ! The only stipulation is that you may borrow for up to 4
weeks, (although longer by arrangement). I am afraid you have to pay postage both ways and you are
responsible for their safe custody, careful handling and packing when returning them. We have some
lovely and very interesting books on all aspects of our hobby. The full Library List is set out on the
Society Website or a hard copy version is available by post from the Librarian.
To pick out one example which was recently acquired - 'The Private Advertising Labels with Space for
Official Federal Stamp' (120g,) in German, but full of pictures! The only previous reference to these
labels that I am aware of was a short article published in French (Ref: HNL July 2004 page 55). Some
years ago I bought one of these labels depicting the Linthal-Braunwald Bahn, it looked so interesting!
They are similar to the Kocher labels of 1907. About 40 firms created these advertising labels from about
1905 to the end of WW1. The AHPS's new publication : 'Philately of Switzerland - An Introductory
Handbook' is also highly recommended.
The Library contains a number of Philatelic Journals. They are available on loan or copies of relevant
articles can be provided on request. Only a small number of our members utilised the Library last year. I
urge you to take full advantage of this invaluable resource. Recent additions to our Library are set out
below (in English, unless otherwise stated) :
518 'WW II List of all Foreign Aircraft Landed or Crashed' - Author & date unknown in German 4 pages.
519 'The Post Office of Switzerland 1868 (Cash on Delivery Cards)' - Edmund Creswell, date unknown, 6
pages.
520 'Philately of Switzerland - An Introductory Handbook' – American Helvetia Philatelic Society 2010,
Weight, which obviously impacts on postage costs - 1.7 Kg.
521 'A Cook's Tour of Lac Leman' - Spring 2006 – Pauline and Michael Farr 2005, 60g.
522 'Railway Tickets – A Very Early Attempt, The Ticket System Used By Railways The World Over' –
Michael Farr 1979, 30g.
523 'Railway Tickets – In Search of Mr. Edmundson's Wonderful Invention' (including colour illustrations)
– Michael Farr 1998, 30g.
524 'Four Days by Lac Leman : The Kindness of Friends and Strangers' – Pauline and Michael Farr
2006, 40g.
525 'Jungfrau and its Cancellations' – Derrick M. Slate 2010, 100g.
526 'Mail Carried by Walter Mittelholzer, April 1924 to June 1934' – Ken Reeves 2010, 120g.
527 'Private Advertising Labels with Space for Official Federal Stamp' – Beatrice Rölli-Schar 2010, in
German, 120g.
528 'Pro Juventute Picture Postcards 1912 to 1960' - Hubert Schad, in German. 300g.
529 'Pro Juventute Envelopes 1926 to 1960' - Hubert Schad, in German. 250g.
A CALL FOR A FAIRER DEAL FOR THE DESIGNERS OF IMPRINTED STAMPS
Why don't the imprinted stamps on postal stationery appear in standard catalogues of postage stamps ?
It seems so unfair to the designers who over the years have probably put just as much thought and effort
into developing their eventually chosen design as the creators of the gummed and self-adhesiveformats. True, many of them are recorded in Postal Stationery catalogues for the specialist collector, but
shouldn't they receive equal credit and prominence as other stamp designs ? You can find them on
printed postal stationery envelopes, Pro Patria cards and postal stationery cards (which have recently
significantly increased in frequency !). Over the years some memorable imprinted stamps have
appeared ranging from beautiful early workhorses by well-known designers to more recent, very
colourful and occasionally quirky issues. Some examples will appear in future editions. (Editor)
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