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THE SOCIETY'S ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING

David Hope (our Chairman) and Members eagerly anticipating the photographer, Bob Medland's display.
On 16th/17th April, 31 members and partners attended this very convivial event at the well-appointed
Swan Hotel, situated in the shadow of the magnificent Cathedral in a very sunny and glorious Wells.
Thanks must go to the Society's Chairman, David Hope, who hosted and chaired the event; Norton
Wragg, Peter Vonwiller and Bob Medland for organising the venue and undertaking most of the essential
background work; Kit Jarman for saying Grace at the Annual Dinner and acting as auctioneer and
Margaret Wragg for her administrative and secretarial roles, including the AGM.
A minute silence was held in respect for departed colleagues : Mavis Bidmead, Michael Rutherfoord,
Fred Pickard and Bob Johnson. Well wishes were sent to the Society's Honorary Secretary, Peter
Vonwiller, for a speedy return to full health. The Chairman presented a special award (a painting of a
train negotiating the Landwasser Viaduct) to the Society's Webmaster Fred Hoadley for exceptional
service to the Society, including producing the 'Society Newsletter Archives' DVD, developing and
maintaining the Website and regularly organising the meetings of the Southern Group.
Bob Medland gave the second 'Heinz Katcher Memorial Presentation' - a spectacular and extremely
comprehensive history of Swiss cancellations and postal marks. Werner Gattiker brought a wide range
of material which attracted a lot of interest whenever there was a break in proceedings. Reports from
several partners suggested they enjoyed their various visits to the attractions of the city and surrounding
countryside, including the Bishop's Palace and Glastonbury Tor. A highlight of the weekend was the
many excellent displays provided by the members present.
Further details of the results of the Competitions, the Heinz Katcher Memorial Display, the Members'
Displays and the proceedings of the Annual General Meeting will appear in future Newsletters.
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MICHAEL RUTHERFOORD and WIM JACOBI

Wim Jacobi and the late Michael Rutherfoord had been working on this article for a long time prior to
Michael's untimely death. Thankfully Wim has managed to complete it for publication for the benefit of us
all. It appears in the Newsletter with the kind permission of Michael's widow. The first part of this threepart article was published in the April edition of the Newsletter pp 29 – 31. (Editor)
GROUP A

Gummed and framed (continued)
Type 3a
Issued in 1928. Everything as before, but linear perforation,
11½. for the horizontal separation. Apparently not generally
issued while scarce.
Type 4
In 1936, for an unknown reason, red was reintroduced for
the frame and the "R" only. Size: 48 x 17 mm frame 43 x
13.5 mm. The red "R" is 10 mm high. Note: useful for
identification of black/white printing.

GROUP B

Gummed, frameless

Form number:
241.01

Size:
48 x 17 mm.

Used from:
July 1945

Until:
Jan. 1994

For:
49 years

Type 5
After WW II a new simpler design was suggested, so the red
frame was removed.
Type 6
In 1964 Postcodes were generally introduced (Postleitzahl
PLZ) to help the automatic sorting of the ever increasing
volume of mail. The 4-digit number was placed ahead of the
place name.
Type 6a
This type covers all self-stick labels, indicated by the
rounded corners. Used originally by the PTT for FDCs (but
dis-continued on doubts about the effects of ageing) and
then copied by a number of private firms. Numbering can
have 3, 4, 5 or 6 digits. The "R" and the digits are thinner.
Type 6b
Under this number can be found the variations of size of the
"R", mainly thicker, but also thinner.
On 1st February 1992 A/B post tariffs were introduced. R
letters are always "A" rate.
Type 7
Only in black and issued to those Post-offices running out of
stock. Estimated at 300 to 400 Post offices only. Two
versions exist, with a normal and a thicker "R". Black used
until 2006.
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GROUP C Self-stick, bar-coded.
Form number:
Size:
Used from:
55 x 20 mm 1. 3.1994

Until:
31.12.2000
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For:
7 years

In 1993 the decision was taken to introduce a new type of label for all shipments to foreign
countries. At first only for the main post offices.
After 102 years in March 1994 this completely new style of label was issued - bar-coded, self-stick
and all in black. This makes the number electronically readable, and also helps private printing,
with permission, onto all manner of labels and documents. This is a separate area of research.
Booklets of 1,000 labels with 10 square-cut labels per sheet of backing paper, in books of 100
sheets, numbered 001 to 999 as before.
Type 8
The "R" is at the upper left with adjacent 3-digit number
and with place-name above the 9 mm bar-coding (not
written in clear). Probably not issued to all Post offices.
Type 9
In 1994 an improved design was issued with the "R" at
the lower left and the number and place name above the
8 mm barcode. Probably issued to all Post offices.
Type 10
In 1996 the UPU introduced a new unified barcode
system for all countries, as used on this label from the
beginning of 1999 for all foreign letters, and then became
the Standard for all letters. The CH at the end of the
number indicates Switzerland. The old PTT was
reconstituted as a semi-private concern on 1st January
1998. Since then the flow of information to philatelists
slowed down.
GROUP D LSI system Self-stick, barcode & clear.
Form number:
Size:
Used from:
75 x 25 mm
1.1.2001

Until:
31.3.2006

For:
5.25 years

This radical change was necessary as the old "Declared Value" system became too expensive, so
the old "R" (Registered) became LSI (Lettre Signature) for documents with no particular value, but
of which the sender wanted to be sure the addressee had received the letter. "Declared Value"
became LAS (Lettre Assurance) for money orders, treaties, guarantees, cash money, etc. These
letters were insured up to CHF 500.00 if they got lost. Foreign letters were given an "R", but
without the UPU code.
Originally there was a single main label 57 x 25 mm, to which was attached the specific small duty
label, 18 x 25 mm, in light green for LSI, but white for LAS and "R". Later fixed combinations in
white were issued (exception Type Number 13). The duty label was usually arranged as shown,
but it was very often stuck on the other way. The duty is coded onto the specific label, vertically.
LSI gave no compensation on loss, only the postage was repaid. This lines up with UK "Recorded
Delivery". In the lower left corner for the first time the Swiss Post logo was used together with the
text in three languages. Die Post, sometimes first, and La Poste next, or vice versa. La Posta
(Italian and Romansch) always third.
For the first time ever all old labels were still! in use, Types 6, 7, 8 and 9 were recalled on 31st
December 2000.
Numbering:
All labels have below the main code a small set of 10 digits to the left and of 8 digits to the right.
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This is the code in clear. The first set starts with 98, which indicates letter post (99 is for parcel
post). Then "00" or a number. Then follows the postcode of the sender's PO (as shown at top left of
label) and the number for an internal! section, if any, or "00". The second set (of 8 numbers) is the
actual recorded item number and is always larger. Some further details follow at the specific label
description.
Type 11
Main label with separate light green duty label on right.
Main label coding 45 x 10 mm (also to Type15), duty label
17 x 5 mm. Total nominal width is 75 mm, plus space
between main and duty labels. The top of the Swiss cross
between the fifth and sixth digits of the above code. LSI
label white blue green till light blue green.
Type 11a
New issue of 2004. Main coding only 9 mm (also 12a and
15a), duty label 17 x 5 mm, numbers lower down. The top
of the Swiss cross is between the fourth and fifth digits of
the above code. The LSI label is darker than of type 11.
Type 12
Combined label, height of duty coding now increased to 19
x 15 mm, text to left. Width 75 mm.

Type 12a
New issue of 2004, duty reduced to 15 x 5 mm, numbers
lower.

Type 13
Combined label. Used on all incoming foreign mail only, to
provide Swiss readable distribution coding. Duty coding 17
x 4.5 mm. on light green field, 18 x 25 mm. Various transit
places, text: "Ausland", "Etranger” or "Estero" following
name. Note "77" after postcode. The number at lower right
of "main" label is a Form Nr. 238.72. 1 for Chiasso, .2 for
Zürich, .3 for Genève, .4 for Buchs SG and .5 for Basel.
Type 13a
New issue of 2004, same, but with main number 22 mm
long.
Type 14
Main label combined with white "R" duty label on left with
coding 16 x 5 mm. "R" thick.
Type 14a
Numbers lower.

Type 15
Combined label, duty coding 19 x 6 mm, "R" thinner. 15a
New issue 2004 - duty code reduced to 15 x 5mm, numbers
lower.
The third and final part will appear in the June edition.
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DAVID HOPE

The 1920s saw a considerable expansion in the postal coach service. To begin with in 1920 the Army
returned 40 trucks to the PTT which had been requisitioned during the First World War. These were
mainly of the Saurer and Berna make. These vehicles were transformed into postal coaches and used to
replace the numerous diligence lines. Routes included Frauenfeld - Stammheim, Heiden – St. Gallen,
Chur – Mühlen, Thusis – Splügen and Le Locle – La Brevine. In 1920 the postal coach service had 51
vehicles which, on a total network of 497km, travelled 417,000 km annually.

Postcard issued 1923 (Z. 82/004) Saurer postal coach at San Bernardino village
In 1920 the San Bernardino Pass was crossed for the first time by motor postal coach and from 1921
more alpine routes were inaugurated to the Grimsel, the Furka, Julier and the Oberalp. A slogan
cancellation for the 50th Anniversary of the Grimsel – Furka route was used in 1971 at the following
places: Brunnen 1st – 31st May; Emmenbrücke 11th – 31st July; Engelberg 1st – 30th September; Interlaken
1st – 30th June and Zug 11th – 31st August. A special handstamp for the anniversary was used at Meiringen
on 25th June 1971. (Incidentally both the slogan cancellation (see below/left) and the special handstamp
(below/right) also included reference to the 25th Anniversary of the opening of the Susten Pass to motor
postal coaches). At this time the PTT began a publicity campaign, with posters designed by Swiss artists,
encouraging use of the postal coaches.

Several of the official postal stationery cards were enhanced by attractive sketches of the various types
of motor coaches negotiating scenic sections of their routes – see illustrations above and below.

Postcard issued in 1927 (Z. 107/019)
A line to the Klausen opened in 1922. In 1923 the Great St Bernhard, Lukmanier, Ofen, Maloja and
Gotthard Passes were crossed. Also the route Delemont to Montsevelier was opened. 1923 saw a new
development for passengers in the form of a season ticket which was available on all routes. Tickets for
combined postal coach/rail use were also available.
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Postcard issued 1925 (Z. 104/039) showing a postal coach on route for St Moritz.
The line Sarnen – Melchtal was opened in 1924. By this year 169 postal coaches were in service. In the
mountain zone, though, the postal coaches only worked in the summer months from the end of
May/beginning of June to October. However in 1925 a winter journey began between Chur and
Lenzerheide. Seven tracked vehicles, two of which had snow ploughs, were in use. Little by little the
alpine valleys were served in winter as snow-clearing technology improved.

Postcard issued 1928 (Z. 115/010) showing a tracked vehicle.
In 1926 the PTT acquired ten wagons for the transport of baggage, as the integrated luggage racks in
the coaches no longer sufficed on some routes.

Postcard issued 1934 (Z. 136/023)
In 1927 the Flüela was crossed and the same year 39 routes in the mountainous zone were declared
mountain postal routes. At the same time the postal coach service began a publicity campaign for the
alpine routes. This included small packets of prints of the routes, artistic posters and a prospectus. The
service also associated itself with publicity campaigns and exhibitions of the Swiss National Tourist Office
and similar organisations. (To be continued).
DISPLAYS TO PHILATELIC SOCIETIES

NORTON WRAGG

I was interested to read about Fred Hoadley’s travels to give displays to Philatelic Societies. I have
recently officially joined the North West Federation of Philatelic Societies' speakers list. This year I have
5 invitations so far. I have always found a friendly welcome and interest in what I have to show. Members
can often add some information to items they show from the host Society members' own philatelic
knowledge and interests. For me it is also an incentive to write up my collection rather than accumulate it
all in boxes! It isn’t such a daunting thing to do and it does spread the news about Switzerland and its
philately. One of my visits this year is to a society which hasn’t had a Swiss display for thirty years!
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BOB MEDLAND

Hopefully I can provide answers to Peter Vonwiller’s ‘Mysteries from St Gallen’ article on p63 of the
August 2011 edition of the HPS Newsletter. The canceller used on the left-hand of the two covers shown
in the article is of the ‘double-circle’ style. This was an earlier form of circular date stamp in which the
date, month and year (also sometimes the hour or time of day) were on metal plugs that were inserted
and changed on a daily or more frequent basis, a messy and cumbersome process for busy post offices.
Their main period of use was in the 1850/60s, less frequently on either side of that period. They were
widespread until replaced by the more efficient reel cancellers manufactured by Güller and issued from
the mid-1860s onwards. Cancellers of the 19th century are well-catalogued in the superb 8-volume work
‘Grosses Handbuch der Abstemplungen auf Schweizer Marken 1843-1907’ by F.X. Andres and Hans
Emmenegger (1973), thankfully abbreviated to ‘AW’. Peter’s example falls within Group 122 which
comprises cancellers designed with seriffed or Elzevir font within two circles, with date/month/year but
no hour or time of day. It is listed as S12, 19½mm diameter: as Peter observed, this was unusually small
and is only known to have been used in 1871. In the lower section of the canceller ‘BR. DISTR.’ is short
for Brief Distribution (letter delivery) but in this example it was used by the ‘Nachnahme’ (cash on
delivery) counter; perhaps it was used only there and hence had relatively less use.
The right hand canceller, ‘St Gallen - Nachnahmen’ belongs to the later Groups 144A & B, being reelcancellers issued to main post offices and showing (in plain font) the city/town above and the counter or
office below. Notably these did not have a time reel, this information being required only for the
processing of normal postal items. There are 32 such cancellers listed – with examples of offices such
as Mandat, Fahrpost (parcels), Zeitung (newspapers) and so on. This example is 144B/126. To answer
Peter’s question, he will be pleased to know that in having the word ‘Nachnahmen’ it is another philatelic
item unique to St Gallen. However, one other canceller listed in the group 144B/30 ‘Bern - Nachn.
Remb.’ was bilingual and issued for the same purpose. The illustration above shows a selection of this
interesting group of cancellers, including the two Nachnahme offices mentioned. My St Gallen example
is from 1883 which, combined with Peter’s information, shows that it was in use for at least 45 years.
SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY IN 2012
18th - 24th June Indonesia 2012 World Stamp Championship Exhibition in Jakarta – www.f-i-p.ch
16th - 19th August Liba 2012 Liechtenstein in Schaan – www.philatelie.li Tel. +423 399 4468.
4th - 7th October NABA Stans 2012 Swiss National Stamp Exhibition (Grade I) in Stans (Canton
Nidwalden) – info@naba-stans-2012.chf, Address – Nationale Briefmarkenaustellung Stufe 1,
Brisenstrasse 6, CH-6370 Stans Switzerland.
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GOOD TO KNOW ! BY WERNER GATTIKER
The 1938 Postage Dues – How to tell Grilled Paper stamps.
The 8 values of this last of the Swiss Postage Due sets in bright red colour appeared
on both ordinary paper and paper with grilled gum. Normally the grilling on recessprinted stamps is quite clear to see, but on this issue we have a problem. The
background pattern of these stamps is a fine criss-cross arrangement of lines which,
being recess-printed, tend to be impressed into the paper, and when looked at from
the back this pattern looks just like grilled paper. So how do we distinguish ordinary paper from grilled
paper in this issue? The trick is to examine the extreme edges of the stamps, where there are no
confusing criss-cross lines from the background pattern, particularly the lower edge with the
“HELVETIA” inscription. You need to detect only a few of the grilled paper pin impressions in that area
and you know you have a grilled paper stamp. On the other hand, if the edges of the stamp are
smooth, the stamp is on ordinary paper.
A NEW BOOK FOR THE LIBRARY
We now have a copy of the AHPS's new book : 'The Industrielle Kriegswirtschaft Issue of Switzerland
1918-1919' by Michael Peter and Ralph Soderberg in the Society's Library. It is in English and German
and weighs 1.25 kg. If you would like to see it or any other volume our Librarian, Derrick Slate, is waiting
to hear from you. (ref. HPSN January 2012 page 6).
THE SWISS POSTAL STATIONERY SOCIETY (SGSV)
For anyone who doesn't know, the Schweizerischen Ganzsachen-Sammler-Verein is interested in all
Swiss postal stationery. This includes: postal cards issued by the PTT/Swiss Post, double reply-paid
postal cards, private or semi-private postal cards, receipts, money orders and aerogrammes. The club
produces an excellent journal – the 'Ganzsachensammler' - which is published two to three times a year.
The club also conducts a sales circuit, although that is only available to members in Switzerland.
If you are interested in them, why not have a look at their website www.ganzsachen.ch, or contact them
at info@ganzsachen.ch. Feel free to contact them in English.
SWISS-POST
Subscribers to Swiss Post's New Issues Service receive a copy of their collectors' magazine 'Focus on
Stamps' four times a year. It is always very informative and very well illustrated. The first for 2012 was a
bumper issue - 36 A4, full-colour pages. It included a 6-page article on the Centenary of the completion
of the Jungfrau Railway, an article on the Centenary of the Pro Juventute Foundation and a 4-page
comic-style magazine 'Fred and Fun' aimed at young collectors – all in English ! n.b. Swiss Post also
produces a free collectors' album twice a year for youngsters – the 'Collectors Book'. If you want your
own copy of this or future editions of 'Focus on Stamps' contact Swiss Post or have a look at their
website www.swisspost.ch
Having recently taken a greater interest in official illustrated postcards (ref. articles on Imprinted Stamps
in the October and December 2011 editions of the Newsletter), I was surprised to find that I will need to
devote a significant part of my collecting budget to 'complete the set'. In particular, Swiss Post have
begun to offer unstamped cards in packs of four with four related self-adhesive stamps. So, to obtain a
single copy of each of the 2 Xmas and 4 Greetings/Congratulations cards (issued in 2011) I would need
to send them CHF 58.20 and receive 18 cards and 24 stamps I did not need and, residing in Britain,
could not use. If there are any members out there with a similar problem, I would be happy to organise a
joint-purchasing arrangement (Editor).
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