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ZERMATT TO GORNERGRAT - EARLY HAND CANCELS

Fig. 1

DERRICK SLATE

Fig 2

In 1854 Alexander Seiler bought the little pension Monte Rose (in Zermatt) and rebuilt it. This was the
first of several tourist facilities he provided in the area. In 1875 he bought the Hotel Mont Cervin (also
in Zermatt) and reconstructed it. Fig. 1 is an illustrated cover to Berlin posted in 1928 showing the
Seiler hotels in the town. Fig. 2 shows privately-produced HÔTELS SEILER and GORNERGRAT
RAILWAY advertising vignettes.
The Rack-and-Pinion railway from Zermatt to its summit at Gornergrat opened on 20th August 1898.
This provided easy access to the hotel Herr Seiler had built on the mountain at Riffelalp. It is not clear
whether Herr Seiler also built the hotels higher up at Riffelberg and Gornergrat, but we do know that
in the early 1910s A. Gindraux was the proprietor of both of them.
The book 'Poststellenchronik Schweiz 1849 -1999'
(the Chronicle of Swiss Post Offices – HPS Library
no. 402) lists all of the related Post Offices' openings
and closings and details of the use of their
cancellations.
Zermatt – The author of the 'Poststellenchronik
Schweiz 1849 -1999' states that the first date of use
of the straight line mark and the circular date stamp
at this post office were 1st July 1852, and 1st March
1870 respectively. Fig. 3 shows a card posted on
5.IX.1903. with a REGIONAL VIEGE-ZERMATT
Train 1342 cancel. Today Viege is called Visp.
Fig. 3
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Riffelalp - In 1884 Herr Seiler built the massive 300 bedroomed Hotel Riffelalp. At that time there was
only a mule track from Visp to Zermatt and from there to Riffelalp and beyond. The post office at
Riffelalp opened on 15th June 1889 with a circular date cancel. Fig. 4 shows an example of this
Federal cancellation 12th August 1900 on cover from Seiler's Hotel, Riffelalp to London (a London
arrival cancel 6.45.am 14th August 1900 is on the back of the cover). There was no straight line mark
for Riffelalp. Fig. 5 is a card showing the hotel at Riffelalp with patrons relaxing in the sun.

Fig. 6

Fig. 7

Riffelberg - The two postcards show the hotel at Riffelberg at different stages in its development. Fig.
6 a pre-1905 undivided card showing the use of mules as transportation to the site of the original
building and Fig. 7 a 1930s card showing the peak of the Matterhorn beyond the hotel. The original
building with the 4 windows is to the right of the newer, much larger addition.

Fig. 8
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The author of the 'Poststellenchronik Schweiz 1849 -1999' states that the first date of the use of the
straight line mark and the first circular date cancel of the post office at Riffelberg (Zermatt) were 15th
June 1898 and 15th June 1904 respectively. So why was the straight line mark still in use in 1911?
(see postcard in Fig 8 Page 52).

Fig. 9

Fig. 10

Gornergrat – Fig. 9 is a card showing pack mules from Gornergrat Station approaching the Kulmhotel
at Gornergrat which was at a height of 3,136m. The first date of use of the straight line mark and the
circular date stamp were 15th June 1898 and 1st August 1900 respectively. Fig. 10 shows a card with a
straight-line GORNEGRAT (ZERMATT) cancel which would have been applied at Gornegrat. The
card was then taken to Zermatt where the circular date stamp 7. X. 99. was applied for forwarding to
France.
See also my article in the HPS Newsletter January 1997 Page 2 – 'A Few Hours in Zermatt'.
REPORT OF THE NORTHERN GROUP MEETING

DAVID HOPE

The March meeting was the occasion for David Colman to give his 'Chairman's Presentation'. This was a
real pot pourri of a presentation with too many individual items to include them all so here are the main
points. David began with five frames on Postage Dues. He showed the various postage due stamps
issued, pointing out the difficulty at times of distinguishing the colours on the early issues. He followed
these with a variety of covers both internal and from abroad. Among these were a 1916 Pro Juventute
stamp used out of time and three covers addressed to Campione d'Italia with Campione stamps used as
dues (most probably philatelic). This section led to a lot of discussion on the subject of markings and
correct rates. David is well-known for his Standing Helvetia collection and so he showed a section on
plate flaws and retouches along with customs cancels and double ring cancels with handwritten dates.
Highlights included off-centre control marks on three stamps and a block of 15 50c green from the
bottom left of the sheet showing various retouches. Next up were some forgeries, errors and Fournier
facsimiles followed by various essays including Libertas, Girardet, Rutli Oath, Chillon Castle and essays
and proofs for the 1907 Helvetia 10c.
Another section dealt with tête-beche and se-tenant issues in Tell and Tell boy designs. These included
some full sheets to illustrate the format used. Examples were displayed on cover including the use of
various combinations and the 1953 Pro Juventute sheet along with covers. Finally there were interspace
strips for the 1936, 1949 and 1960 definitives. All in all a fascinating presentation enjoyed by all present.
David was thanked by secretary, David Hope. (n.b. There will be no report on the February meeting as it
was cancelled due to bad weather. The new season will commence in September – full details will be
published later in the year.)
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SPERATI FORGERIES
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The majority of the illustrations related to this article are reproduced in colour on Page 57 Figs. 1 – 6.

Fig. 7
Fig. 8
Reference the section on Cantonal Forgeries in the Lowe/Walske publication “The Work of Jean de
Sperati II” which shows some of his notes about the creation of the Basler Tauben stamp. Although
they state that no complete forgery has yet come to light, I have had the great good fortune to acquire
some of Sperati's Basler Taube material. Amongst these is a glass matrix, which to my incandescent
rage, despite exceptionally careful packaging, was smashed into seven pieces through the tender
offices of the postal authorities (see Page 57 Fig.1). A subsequent test, which I carried out using a
similar piece of glass in identical packaging, showed that it took a sharp-edged block of wood
weighing over 2kg. to be dropped from almost 2m. to break the glass. It was insured but, as the only
other example is said to be in the Paris Post Museum, that's hardly the point.
Nevertheless, with care, I was able to reassemble the fragments sufficiently well to scan them and
then to reconstitute the image to near the original state (Fig. 2). It shows several improvements over
the version in the illustration in the Lowe/Walske B.P.S. book Vol. 1, although some of the faults they
mention are still present. In particular : (i) the break in the bar and leg of the A in STADT has been
fixed. (ii) The two dots under the P of POST appear in the Winterstein image (Figs. 1 and 2), as also
the dot in the triangle. The break above the S is still there. The bottom serif of the T of POST is now
too thick on both sides. (iii) The top of the B of BASEL is still slightly concave, as is the bottom left
foot of the A, which is still a bit flawed on the right. Damage to the matrix makes this a bit unclear. (iv)
The break in the 2 has been fixed. (v) The notch in the inner frame line at top right is no longer there.
(vi) The dot inside the inner frame line just above the S of STADT is also visible in the Winterstein
image. (vii) Both the marks in the inner red frame line by the two horizontal lines above the L and
beside the SE can also be seen on the Winterstein.
In general, the frame lines are heavier, but if the centre with the dove were to have a form and
embossing of a similar quality, this would indeed be an extremely dangerous forgery. However no
complete forgery of the Basler Taube has ever been seen.
I also have two unlisted embossing trials on part of an old document or envelope (Figs. 3 and 4) as
well as a lay-out for the red colour on celluloid, marked “pas utilisée” by Sperati (Fig. 5). It seems
likely that Sperati was trying out different embossing techniques on different kinds of paper, with
varying degrees of success. Neither of these two attempts show any relief detail on the body or tail of
the dove. Fig. 6 shows an image of the blue background Matrix and Fig. 7 (above) an image from
Matrix 2a, both by Sperati.
I now have a fair selection of Sperati items and, rogue though he may have been, one cannot but
admire the craftsmanship of the man. To further exemplify this Fig. 8 is a scan of a cover front which
shows just how well he was able to reproduce not only the actual stamps but also the postmarks and
addresses. On P. 55 is an enlargement of the stamp and cancellation on the cover. The dealer from
whom I acquired this item describes it as a “Swiss Sperati Forgery – Superb front bearing a “Vaud” 4c
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“used” locally in Geneva, signed in pencil by the master forger and with small handstamped “COPIE”
in oval, applied by the French Courts during the Sperati Trial, therefore probably used as evidence
during the trial. Exceptional piece, highest craftsmanship.”
No wonder so many people were fooled by Sperati for so long. Particularly cheeky is the way in which
he stamped “Reproduction interdite” on the back of some of his work – he was hardly in a position to
claim infringement of copyright !
THE SALES PACKET

PETER VONWILLER

This is one of the services provided by the Society appreciated by many members who enjoy the
opportunity to trade with their fellows for both their own and the Society’s benefit. To be successful the
Sales Packet needs not only Sellers and Buyers but also someone to co-ordinate its smooth operation.
The Society has been fortunate over many years in having a succession of Sales Packet Secretaries
who have ensured the success of the Packet. The current holder of this Office, with a place on the
Society’s Committee, Richard Akers has decided that after some eight years it is time to step down.
Amongst his many activities Richard might then even find time to pursue further his philatelic interests!
It is to be hoped that within our membership a successor to Richard may be found to take up their duties
during the course of 2013. The job entails above all keeping careful records in whatever format best
suits the holder of the Office. Previous Packet Secretaries have spoken of the satisfaction they have
derived from contact with members (friendships formed) and of course the opportunity to make
purchases ahead of everyone else!
If this opportunity to serve fellow members appeals (there’s no stipend but all expenses incurred are
reimbursed) then do please contact Richard Akers (Telephone 01604 863328 e-mail
rjakers@hotmail.co.uk) who will be very happy to explain exactly what the job entails.
OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN MORE
Herr Hugo Ruoss has produced a series of articles in the SBZ in recent months throwing new light on
various Special Flights – 1938 Pro Aero (September 2011),1940 Red Cross (December 2011) and 1939
Landi Meldeflug (January 2012). The article on the 1938 Pro-Aero Mail Flights has been translated and
published in full in the May edition of 'Tell', along with a very clear article by Pierre J. Moeser on the role
(real or part mythical) of William Tell in Swiss history.
Several beautifully produced catalogues of Corinphila AG's recent auction in Zürich have been placed in
the Society's Library for members' reference. Two of them relate to very significant collections of 'Classic
Switzerland' and the 'Universal Postal Union'. The latter includes some important material on the Swiss
UPU 25th Anniversary commemoratives and the Inauguration of the UPU Monument in Bern.
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This attractive trial print (see illustrations on P.58 (top)) was designed by Hugo Wetli, engraved by Albert
Yersin and printed on phosphor paper with violet fibres at the PTT Printing Works in Bern Recess/Photogravure combined. A number of Progress Proofs of this trial print were produced in 1967.
A set of four of these Progress Proofs (and the actual print) were displayed at the PTT Stand at Stampex
in about 1970. The prints had to be stuck onto thick card for the exhibition. After the event Heinz Katcher
asked if he could have the sheet. The prints were soaked off the cardboard. From the sheet of fifty a
maximum of 30 sets were salvaged (including one block of four). At a Helvetia P.S. meeting at Heinz
Katcher's office near Baker Street single sets were given to members. The author later managed to
acquire these blocks of four from Frank Bulstrode..
n.b. Just a cautionary reminder of Trial Prints values (ref. HPNS February 2012 page 10). Some
dealers/auction houses put large amounts of money on these Trial Prints. Singles and blocks were given
free by the P.T.T. and Courvoisier, these now retail at about 20p to 80p. Some pictorials like Swissair and
Post Buses are between £1 and £2. Progress Proofs are mostly about £10 to £12 per set.
IMPRINTED STAMP DESIGNS UNIQUE TO POSTAL STATIONERY PART II

RICHARD DONITHORN

Further to the short article on Imprinted Stamps in the December 2011 edition of the Newsletter (Page
82). This article and the related illustrations are a special tribute to the rarely mentioned creators of
stamp designs which have only appeared in imprinted format on postal stationery of various kinds.
A full schedule of such stamps, their designers and the postal stationery item they have appeared on is
available from the Society's Librarian and can be viewed on the Society's Website.
Increasingly the name of the designers of imprinted stamps has been shown in the bottom margin of the
stamp – first on the commemorative card issued in 1994 for the Basler Taube 1995. Sometimes a name
appears on the card itself, but it is not always clear whether it is the name of the designer of the
illustration on the reverse of the card or the stamp or both.
Bob Medland has pointed out to me that the recent edition of the VSBH's Simplified Catalogue includes
these stamps and often specifies the name of the designer. However, despite all the efforts of Bob and I
we still have not identified the designers of several stamps including those illustrated in colour on Page
58 (bottom). The author would welcome any additional information on this subject, in particular the full
names of the unknown designers.
FROM THE EDITOR – I hope you enjoy the colour pages this month – if you are submitting articles,
illustrations in colour are always preferable. I have such a build-up of material that some 'news items'
have had to be delayed and you will have to wait until next month for Werner's next 'Good to Know !'.
Apologies to Malcolm Bulpitt (ref. 'In Praise of Geneva' article (March 2012) for referring to him as
Martin. Malcolm is, of course, the Editor of the Swiss Railway Society's journal 'Swiss Express'. Details
of the Swiss National Stamp Exhibition in Stans in October can be found at www.naba-stans-2012.ch
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WHO WERE THE DESIGNERS OF THESE IMPRINTED STAMPS ON POSTAL STATIONERY ?
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SWISS POSTAL COACH SERVICES PART THREE

DAVID HOPE

In 1928 the PTT utilised the first rotary snow plough on the Maloja. The PTT also joined the Army in
pioneer work on snow clearance. Up to 1965 the PTT kept the Maloja route open and assisted the
canton in keeping open the Julier with a rotary snow plough. Since 1965 the cantons have been
responsible for snow clearance.
In 1929 a postal coach with three axles was used on the St Moritz – Maloja route. That year also saw the
introduction of the first international tariff for the route Schuls – Landeck – Garmisch. Later came routes
to Domodossola, Stresa, Varese, Luino, Chiavenna, Bolzano, Munich and Feldkirch.

Postcard issued 1931 (Z. 128/055) showing a postal coach in winter passing Lake Sils.
1930 saw the introduction of an all round the year service in the Val d'Anniviers (Canton Valais) and the
PTT purchased a special coach with three axles. With the improvement of the mountain roads, vehicles
of this type became less and less necessary.

Postcard issued 1937 (Z. 139/0202) showing a postal coach heading for Sierre.
Winter services were introduced in the upper Rhine valley and Mesocco region in 1931. Also in this year
two coaches were fitted with diesel engines. 1932 saw a summer service between Le Châble and
Médières (Bagnes) which was extended to Verbier three years later. Again special sports tickets were
introduced during the winter at various postal coach stations, a prelude to the variety of tickets available
today.
In 1933 the first Saurer coach with a trailer for passengers operated in the Surb valley (Canton Aargau).
The PTT also acquired 16 trailers for the transport of skis and others were converted for the same
purpose. Sunday tickets were introduced in 1934 and that summer the first express route operated
between Chur and Flims. In 1935 the Ofenberg Pass was attempted in winter with a special tracked
vehicle. Four new tracked vehicles were also taken into service, while the first Saurer coach with a front
wheel drive was also introduced.
In February 1935 the first winter post over the Julier Pass between Chur and St Moritz took place. This
was in connection with the 4th Academic Winter Games to be held in St Moritz from 4th to 10th February.
The intention was to run a coach from Chur to St Moritz on the morning of the 4 th February with a return
journey taking place in the afternoon. However a snow storm delayed the journey by 48 hours. Mail was
cancelled with a special red cds 'I WINTERALPENPOST JULIERPASS' with the regular Chur and St
Mortiz cds applied separately. All philatelic mail received a cachet stating the reason for the delay.
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The special red cds was applied to the mail on the Saturday and Sunday with the regular cds of Chur
and St Moritz applied on the Monday 4th February. As a result of the delay the receiving cds was applied
on the 6th February as on the example above. 6c. postage for bulk printed matter rate. There is some
dispute about the number of items carried. One source says 19,000 from Chur and 13,000 from St Moritz
while another says 15,000 in both directions.
In 1936 the route Lugano – St Moritz began. This is still the longest route used all year round. Further
consideration was given to passenger comfort with padded seats replacing the previous leather ones (to
be continued).
MAVIS BIDMEAD – AN OBITUARY

CLAUDE MISTELY

Mavis died earlier this year after a long battle against a deteriorating mental condition. She had been an
Honorary Member of the Society for a number of years. She had a good Swiss general collection but her
particular interest was postal history. She did a lot of research, together with Michael Rutherfoord and
Swiss postal historian Pierre Guinand, on “razor blade” cancels, obtaining some new information on
dates of usage. Her husband Stanley was a prominent member of the France and Colonies Philatelic
Society and was also a postal historian. The two of them collaborated in the study of the posts between
France and Switzerland in the nineteenth century and the Helvetia Philatelic Society was given a display
taken from both collections, which again provided previously unknown information.
Mavis regularly attended Society meetings in the 1980s and 1990s. Sadly, Stanley had a bad accident
that left him incapacitated and Mavis needed to be at home to look after him. After his death, she moved
house to be near her daughter and her family but then fell ill herself and eventually had to go to a
nursing home where she died peacefully.
Mavis wrote several articles for the Society’s Newsletter and these are a memorial to her research.
A NEW MEMBER
We are pleased to welcome a new member to our Society – Robert Wightman who lives in Switzerland.
Mr. Wightman is a distinguished philatelist - a member of the Royal Philatelic Society London and past
President of the Consilium Philateliae Helveticae. We hope that he will take full advantages of the
services on offer and, like all members living abroad, be able to pay a visit to one of our meetings when
next in the UK.
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