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ARTISTIC CHARITY CARDS

  
The new Standard Zumstein Catalogue 2013, for the first time, lists and prices the postcards (without 
stamp imprints) issued by the Pro Juventute Foundation between 1912 and 1960. The prices for some 
cards franked with the appropriate Pro Juventute stamp(s) apparently make interesting reading.

Another Swiss charity – the Association Suisse en Faveur des Infirmes et des Anormaux (Pro Infirmis), 
also annually issued postcards without stamp imprints to boost their finances. I have a number of them, 
but have never seen a full published list of picture subjects and dates – can anyone help ? Were there 
any other charitable organisations (other than Pro Patria between 1938 and 1960) which adopted this 
method of raising income for their 'good deeds' ? By collecting charity cards you can create your own art 
gallery of pictures by many of Switzerland's most well-known artists such as Ferdinand Hodler, Augusto 
Giacometti, Rudolf Koller and Albert Anker, and some less well-known. Fortuitously, Swiss Post seem to 
be taking an increasing interest in their country's artistic talents, recently issuing several stamps related 
to contemporary painters and illustrators, including sets on the themes of 'Optical', 'Pop' and 'Concrete 
Art' and the work of handicapped artists.   

The illustrations above show – left: a Pro Patria card of 1940 - a picture of a boy with a crossbow by C. 
L'Epplatenier and right: a Pro Infirmis card No. 5 of 1945 - a painting by M. Reutter-Junod of La Rosaz 
s/Lausanne depicting a lady in the traditional costume of Canton Valais. (Editor)  
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THE ACCEPTANCE OF SWITZERLAND’S  SPECIAL STAMP AND POSTAL STATIONERY ISSUES 
UNDER THE UPU UP TO 1920 (PART ONE)                                                           ROBERT WIGHTMAN

A few words  on the  background to  this  collection  may be appropriate.  As  a  junior  collector  in  the 
Midlands,  I  collected first  everything,  then only British Empire and,  by the time I  was 11,  only GB. 
However, a couple of years later I had to concede that most of my collector friends also collected GB, 
and many had collections with much more attractive stamps than those of mine, some of which almost 
defied identification under their killer obliterations! After looking around for a “nice little country” to collect, 
I chose Switzerland (after all, those unaffordable Cantonal stamps were really only “local” stamps!). I 
was then a “general” collector of Switzerland for about 6 years (which is probably why I have now lived 
in Switzerland for 40 years!) but then, having seen lots of outstanding club displays, and acquired a taste 
for postal history, I selected half a dozen challenging little areas and still collect these 50 years later.

As a collector of Switzerland, my “bible” was the 1950 Zumstein “Spez.” and I was always intrigued by 
the limited validity of the early Pro Juventute issues. When I saw an interesting item at a reasonable 
price I bought it; and did some research over the years. I put together a talk for local societies and was 
also asked if I would present this in English for the American Helvetia P.S. in Denver. A couple of months 
before the talk, a special request arrived: “The Italy and Cols. P.S. people would be joining us, could I 
include the Italian aspects?” In other words, apart from Italy’s acceptance of the Pro Juventute issues, 
what special issues did Italy make up to 1920 and what was their international validity? Fortunately, the 
Kohl Handbook covers Italy and had exactly the detailed information I needed on the issues concerned – 
but, when I read that the 1911 issue commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Unification of Italy “was 
only valid on inland mail from 1st May to 31st December 1911 but, based on a special agreement between 
Italy and Switzerland, valid also on mail to Switzerland in the second half of 1911”, the subject took on 
an entirely new dimension for me. It has now developed into a fascinating postal history exhibit spanning 
the whole world;  it  covered 96 pages at  the NABA in Stans and will  be adapted to 80 pages and 
(hopefully!) 128 pages for FIP exhibitions.

But I will now tell the story as it relates to the issues of Switzerland.

 
The sender thought that this letter from Switzerland to the UK in 1916 was correctly  
franked at 25c, with a definitive 10c stamp plus 5c and 10c stamps of the 1916 Pro 
Juventute issue (within their period of validity). However, this Pro Juventute issue  
was not accepted in prepayment of mail to the UK as it had only a limited validity  
period. The Swiss post office marked the offending stamps and indicated 30 gold  
centimes postage due – twice the value of the Pro Juventute franking.  On delivery  
in London, 3d (the equivalent of 30 gold centimes) was charged as postage due.

The proliferation of issues of special stamps in the mid-1890s lead to objections from, for example, the 
Society for the Suppression of Speculative Stamps (“SSSS”), formed in London on 6th May 1895. These 
objections were sympathetically received by Heinrich von Stephan, the German Post Minister, and by 
the  UPU.  The  5th  UPU  Congress  in  Washington  in  May/June  1897  resolved  that  special  and 
commemorative issues of relevance only for the issuing country,  and issues with a limited period of 
validity, were not to be permitted in prepayment of international mail. The minutes of the Congress do 
not indicate how the individual countries voted, but the motion to introduce the restrictions was proposed 
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by Germany and seconded by Switzerland. France, Italy and The Netherlands spoke in favour of the 
restrictions; Great Britain and Portugal spoke against them.

These restrictions were rescinded at the 7th UPU Congress in Madrid in November 1920.

This article discusses the use of Switzerland’s special and commemorative issues of stamps and official 
postal stationery for international mail up to 1920 and comprises the following sections:

1. Switzerland’s first special issue of any kind – the 5c “Gotthard Post” postal card of 1893
2. Switzerland’s first commemorative stamp issue – the UPU issue of 1900
3. Switzerland’s first issues with charity surcharge – the National Day postal cards of 1910 and 

1911
4. Switzerland’s first stamp issues with charity surcharge – the “Pro Juventute” stamps of 1913
5. Switzerland’s Peace commemorative stamp issue of 1919.

Text and description of items in each section are set out below :

Section 1. 

Switzerland’s first special issue was the 5c inland “Gotthard Post” postal card for the 50th Anniversary of 
the Zürich Cantonal stamps (the first stamps on the Continent). The card was sold together with the 50c 
entrance ticket to a stamp exhibition in Zürich from 25th June to 2nd July 1893. This card caused such 
speculation that it was being sold on the street for up to 30 francs and the police had to be called in to 
restore order. It made Swiss Post Office very aware of the potential speculation in stamp issues.  

At this time, the UPU had specific text requirements for the address-side of a post card and messages, 
illustrations or decorations on the address-side were forbidden. The two “Gotthard Post” postal cards 
below, sent registered to Germany, have confused rates due to the prohibited illustration and the missing 
inscription on the address-side:

                                  Fig. 1.1                                                                Fig. 1.2
1.1 Accepted as a post-card - the 5c value imprint + 30c stamp pay the rate of 10c postage + 25c  
registration.

1.2 Franked as a letter - the 5c value imprint was not accepted; the 50c stamp pays the 25c postage + 
25c registration.

Section 2.

As the domicile of the UPU, Switzerland made a commemorative issue of three stamps and two post-
cards for the 25th Anniversary of the UPU on 2nd July 1900. According to a letter from UPU Director 
Ruffy, the Swiss Post Office (which effectively administered the UPU) had decided that this issue did not 
fall under the restrictions on use for international mail because it was “neither special nor particular to 
Switzerland” (although it had a validity period of only 6 months!).
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                                 Fig. 2.1                                                                         Fig. 2.2

2.1 The 10c postal stationery card properly used from Berne to Great Britain on 2nd July 1900, the first  
day of issue. Note: the UPU’s prohibition of illustrations on the address-side of postcards had been  
rescinded at the 1897 Congress.
2.2  An envelope to Gorizia, then Austria, correctly franked with a 25c UPU commemorative stamp (2nd 
plate); cancelled at Zürich on 7th October 1900; Lucinico arrival back-stamp of 10th October 1900.

Section 3.

As from 1910, Switzerland issued one or more official 5c inland postal cards on 1st August, the National 
Day,  selling  these  with  a  15c  supplement  for  the  benefit  of  specified  charities.  The  UPU’s  text 
requirements and restrictions regarding the address-side of postcards had been rescinded by the 1906 
Congress.

                                 Fig. 3.1                                                                        Fig. 3.2 
3.1  A  National  Day  card  (sold  with  15c  supplement  for  flood  victims)  used  to  Germany  correctly  
supplemented with a 5c stamp; cancelled with a TPO mark on 1st August 1910, the day of issue. This 
first National Day card exceeded the size permitted by the UPU regulations, but no objection was raised  
here.
3.2 A National Day card (sold with 15c supplement for invalids) used to Belgium correctly supplemented 
with a 5c “Kocher” stamp (16,000 were printed in 1909 under an erroneous interpretation of the rules for  
the value imprinting of private stationery); cancelled at St. Imier on 18th June 1912; Liège transit and Tilff  
arrival date-stamps of 19th June. The size of this card has now been reduced to fit the limit as per the 
UPU regulations.

The second and final part of this article will be published in the April edition of the Newsletter. 

THE ORIENT EXPRESS
Our Society's founder E.H.  Spiro's last  book was 'The Orient  Express – The Life and Times of  the 
World's Most Famous Train' under his pen-name, E.H. Cookridge (Random House Inc. New York 1978 
and Allen Lane in 1979). In it  he described how the route was established, famous passengers and 
important events in its history. Did you know that there were four main routes from Paris to Istanbul 
including two through Switzerland ? – the Arlberg Orient Express via Belfort, Basle, Zürich and Vienna 
and the Simplon Orient Express via Lausanne, Brig, Milan and Vienna. Worth a read ! (ref. Article by 
Mrs. E. J. Rawnsley in the HPS Newsletter July 1980 Page 55.)
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THE  HEINZ  KATCHER  MEMORIAL  DISPLAY  2012  :  'HANDSTAMP  OR  CANCELLATION  ?:  AN   
EXPLANATION  OF THE MYSTERIES OF POSTMARKS'     (PART FOUR)                          BOB MEDLAND

Part Three of this article was published in the February 2013 edition of the Newsletter (Pages 10-12 ).
HANDSTAMPS
(d) Postage due marks

Conversely, the introduction of pre-payment required the noting of unfranked or under-paid mail. In 
the early years of pre-payment of postage there were several abbreviated hand stamps to confirm. 
Wording in various straight-line marks was standardised after 1875 with the usage of one to two types 
of simple ‘T’ handstamps, a large outline T or a solid T in a circle. These are still in use in some post 
offices  today.  During  the  1950s/60s,  they  were  used  also  to  cancel  postage  stamps  used  for 
collection of postage due.

Fig. 9:  Postage due marks : 1860 Insuffisant; outline-T advisory on cover; circled-T on stamp for 
payment; and an advisory Hasler machine mark.

(e) Too late (for the post).

These somewhat whimsical marks were struck on mail that arrived too late for the last post-coach of 
the day, in three main forms: Trop Tard, Zu Spät & N:Abg (Nach Abgang der Post). Presumably the 
postal service thus marked late mail so that it could not be criticised for late delivery.

(f) Special post marks

Many  other  handstamps  were  used  for  noting  special  delivery,  registered  post  etc.  etc,  the 
commonest  being  straight-line  CHARGÉE  or  RECOMMANDÉE  (French),  RECOMMANDIRT 
(German) and RACCOMANDATO (Italian – very rare). 

(g) Straight-line post office marks

These were issued initially for sub-post offices, postal acceptance offices etc. where there was no 
official accounting responsibility, often being retained after upgrading to accounting post office status. 
The purpose of these handstamps – sometimes called ‘chops’ – was to indicate the place at which an 
item of mail had entered the postal system. However, in some places – against the rules? – they were 
used to cancel stamps. The earlier  single-handstamps were designed using  'Elzevir' -  a term for 
lettering with serifs. There are hundreds of versions of this group of attractive handstamps, usually 
from villages or  small  towns.  They are listed in numerous AW Groups reflecting various layouts, 
frames, italics and use of upper/lower case etc. For some reason, very few are from the French-
speaking cantons: possibly the heavy serifed style was regarded as being too Germanic? Their use 
ran from the pre-stamp era of the 1830s through to the late 1860s and occasional examples are to be 
found through to the end of the 19th Century.

Other attractive designs for straight-line handstamps include ‘Gothic’ and italic script designs. The 
most famous and collectible are the ‘Ticino ovals’ that include the rayed federal cross: 84 are listed in 
AW Group 68 although five were actually from villages in the Graubunden.

From the 1870s onwards,  straight-line  cancellers  were  supplied in  utilitarian plain  font,  gradually 
replacing the older Elzevir issues. Thousands were issued, in a number of different layouts including 
the addition of canton or postal district in cases where the village name was duplicated elsewhere in 
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Switzerland,  such  as  Montagny  pres  Yverdon  and  Montagny  La  Ville.  Confusingly,  identical 
handstamps were issued for use on railway travelling post offices, where mail was either collected at 
stations ready for  the train or  posted directly on the TPO through a letter-box in the side of the 
carriage. Such mail was first struck with the straight-line handstamp confirming the station where the 
mail item was collected, then cancelled with a Bahnpost/Ambulant cds. The use of these straight-line 
handstamps continued into the 20th Century, in some cases even to the 1940s. 

A revival occurred with the issue of handstamps to parcels acceptance stations ‘Paketannahmestelle’ 
– again, non-accounting acceptance locations in shops, offices etc. intended to be used solely for 
dropping off parcels to be collected by the postman. Some 200 of these existed, but it was very rare 
for letters or postcards to be genuinely collected and struck at these facilities.

Fig. 10: Straight-line marks: Elzevir, Elzevir (Graubunden), Gothic, script, plain with locality. 

(h) Straight-line marks on postage dues

For the collection of postage due against offending items of mail, the postman was accountable for 
the value of postage due stamps affixed to the items. Where the amount could not be collected (i.e. 
the addressee was out or refused delivery, etc.) the item was returned to the post office and the 
postage due stamps annulled, in order to square the postman’s account for his round. The annulling 
was done by a handstamp in one of the three languages - Ungültig, Annullé or Annullato (the latter 
being very scarce). Occasionally this was done in manuscript if the handstamp was not available.

(i) Other official marks.

Officialdom of  the Swiss post  office has provided a fertile  environment for  hundreds of  forms of 
handstamp for many different uses over the years. Some of the more unusual forms include telegraph 
offices (octagonal), internal official use (oval/multicoloured) and mysterious ‘Ober-Post-Controle’ (why 
should that  office have needed to use postage stamps?).  Finally,  there are the enigmatic ‘dumb 
cancellers’: either a double-ring or a set of wavy lines with no inscription. In the late 19th Century 
these were used originally for striking uneven or fragile parcels where a cds could not be struck 
easily.  In  the  20th Century  they  were  used  also  for  cancelling  pre-franked  international  return 
postcards. A selection of official internal post office marks are shown in Figure 11 below.

Fig. 11: Official internal post office marks.

P0STSCRIPT
For films and TV programmes it seems fashionable these days to show a selection of out-takes or 
filming errors  after  the  end -  so  why not  for  this  article?  As  with  stamps,  errors  and  omissions 
occurred in the manufacturing and use of handstamps and cancellations from the early days, due to 
human error or mechanical failure. 

Firstly, perhaps the maker of the straight-line Dintikon handstamp shown in Fig. 12 on the next page 
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was illiterate and struggled with the form of letters. More surprising is that the erroneous handstamp 
was put into official use.

                                Fig.  12                                                                 Fig.  13
In the years before the introduction of date reels, early date cancellers incorporated metal plugs, 
inserted and changed for the date, month and year. Careless assembly of these gave rise to errors. A 
selection of these are shown in Figure 13 above. 

Fig. 14
Circular date stamps for Altdorf, Frauenfeld and Schaffhausen all lost the federal cross at some stage 
of their existence (see Figure 14 above). In the case of Altdorf, it fell out in December 1882 but the 
canceller  remained  in  use  for  another  15  months.  Elzevir  reel  cancellers  were  rarely  struck  on 
postage due stamps: possibly it had been relegated to ‘back office’ duties after the damage occurred.

FORTHCOMING REGIONAL MEETING DATES 

Northern Region - Saturday 2nd March 'Chairman's Presentation' – Philip Vaughan ; 6th April AGM and 
Open Competition. All meetings take place at Corporation Mill, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire commencing 
at 2.00.pm. Further details of these and future meetings from David Hope Tel. 0161 303 0091.

Southern  Region -  Saturday  8th June  'Disinfection  of  Mail'  –  guest  speaker  V.  Denis  Vandervelde. 
Afternoon session for all members to participate in – subject to be determined. Saturday 5th October 'The 
Swiss Postal Coach Service' – David Hope. All meetings take place at the Cricketfield House Hotel, 
Wilton Road, Salisbury, Wiltshire commencing at 10.30.am. Further details from Fred Hoadley Tel. 01403 
711987.

REPORT OF THE NORTHERN REGION MEETING  IN JANUARY 2013 

The January Meeting of the Northern Group was 'Members' Choice' and as usual this produced a variety 
of material for members to enjoy. Norton Wragg showed Pro Juventute stamps on cover. These included 
use for nachnahme, frontier post, non-CEPT rate to eastern Europe, luggage label, bulk posting, printed 
matter rate plus destinations including China, Australia,  Guinea and Egypt.  David Hope showed the 
Historical Issue 1941 showing various usages such as registration, express, airmail and in particular the 
use of  the  'Official'  overprinted  stamps.  He  also  showed a  presentation  booklet  including mint  and 
cancelled blocks of 4 of the issue. David Colman showed Airmail covers 1920s - 1940s both internal and 
external. These included a Zeppelin cover, Mittelholzer 1926 flight, National Exhibition 1939 flights, Pro 
Aero 1946 and 1949 and flown Bundesfeier cards. David Whitworth showed a variety of covers related 
to  registered,  express  and  urgent  plus  value  declared.  These  showed  the  use  of  the  1936  small 
landscapes, 1949 landscapes and the 1960 definitive issue. Finally Gordon Bromberger showed a 
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variety of covers from Switzerland to the UK from the 1920s onwards. These included GB replied paid 
cards, a Zeppelin NT card posted on board 2004, a centenary of the Fieldpost military envelope of 1989 
tied with a 50th Anniversary of mobilisation slogan and a block of four of the NABA 2000 woven stamp 
which came through undamaged!

REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN GROUP MEETING  IN OCTOBER 2012                    CLAUDE MISTELY

'Airmails (or Anything that Flies)'. As expected, this was a popular subject and a good proportion of 
members attending gave displays.  All the Swiss airmail stamps from 1919 to 1988 were well covered as 
well as some precursors.

Ted  Stern  started  the  proceedings  with  a  comprehensive  display.  He  showed  several  interesting 
historical cards including one with a super-imposition of an early René Grandjean float plane.  He also 
had the 1913 Oskar Bider Alpine flight label. There were several covers from the special flights and 
aviation meetings of  the 1920s and 30s;  also some flown Bundesfeier  airmail  cards from the same 
period and a selection of balloon flights.  

Fred Hoadley covered the period between 1924 and 1954. Among the covers shown were: the 1925 
Lausanne Comptoir  Flight  including two with  a  scarce limited  use registration  label  and the  Basel-
Mannheim and return flights from the same year, Walter Mittelhozer’s 1926 Africa Flight to Cape Town 
(on which  mail  was  only  carried  as  far  as  Alexandria),  the  1927  and  1928 Nhora  Flights,  the  first 
Lufthansa flight from Basel to Cologne in 1927, Imperial Airways 1929 and 1930 flights from London to 
Switzerland,  1930 Graf  Zeppelin  Swiss  and Mittelhozer’s  third  Africa flights,  a  1938 cover  to  South 
America previously put on trains to Chiasso and to Naples then flown to Marseille before going on the 
South  Atlantic  flight,  1940  flights  to  Rome and  Barcelona  plus  some early  long  distance  flights  by 
Swissair between 1947 and 1954. There was time for him later in the meeting, to add as a finale to the 
displays, a good range of the aviation vignettes between 1924 and 1932.

Rosalind Ragg could not resist promoting her equine interests and showed Swiss and United Nations 
stamps featuring Pegasus, the winged horse.

John Millener  showed a cover of a pioneering Oskar Bider flight between Lausanne and Morges in 
1913, and had some nice examples of the 1919 air stamps one of which was on an early flight cover 
between Zürich and Bern. He put up a wide range of air material between 1925 and 1947 including both 
types of the 1926 Basel Binnenschiffahrts special cards, the 1929 Philatelic Congress postal stationery 
set of three Tell values in mint condition (the two higher values were often used for air mail) and the 1936 
first Atlantic Crossing of the airship “Hindenburg”. 

Peter Vonwiller  concentrated on St Gallen related material  from 1925 to 1949.  There were regular 
flights including the short haul flights to Vaduz in 1930 and to Innsbruck in 1935 and special Bundesfeier 
and Pro Aero flights, plus Graf Zeppelin covers sent on from St Gallen to French West Africa in 1929 and 
South America in 1937. He finished with a 1943 despatch from St Gallen to Toronto franked with the 
“white roof “ variety on the 1941 50c airmail stamp.

Vice-Chairman Eric Lienhard  showed other examples of flight such as on the 1953 Pro Juventute 
miniature sheet of booklet stamps (one depicting a butterfly), the 2011 honey bee stamp and the 2012 
bat stamp. He also had some 19th century cards depicting men engaged in various aerial activities. He 
then went onto aircraft with cards of an early Zeppelin over Switzerland, of the Astra airship that was 
based at  the  Lucerne  Airship  Shed  during  1910  and of  the  Swiss  DH3 Haefeli  (also  another  card 
depicting the first Swiss air mail being loaded onto one of these planes), the Fokker C Ve and more 
modern Douglas DC3 and DC4 planes. There were also some “Per la Patria” and “Fürs Vaterland” 1913 
aerial propaganda cards as well as some later material.

Claude Mistely proposed the vote of thanks for some truly excellent displays. 

NEWSLETTERS –  Thankyou  to  all  those  who  have  opted to  receive  the  electronic  version  of  our 
Newsletter by email (at a reduced subscription charge). This saves the Society quite a bit in costs. Our 
email address lists have been updated recently – let me know if you have any delivery problems. (Editor) 
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THE SOCIETY'S ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING

A final reminder that the Society's Annual National Meeting incorporating the Annual General Meeting, 
takes place in Worcester on Monday 15th and Tuesday 16th April 2013. This increasingly popular event 
provides opportunities to increase one's knowledge, exchange ideas and contribute to the running of the 
Society whilst  socialising with fellow members. This year's location provides partners with numerous 
local attractions. Full details were circulated with the December newsletter – if this has been mislaid and 
you  would  like  to  join  in,  then  either  'phone  or  email  the  Honorary  Secretary  Peter  Vonwiller 
peter.vonwiller@btinternet.com who will be very happy to provide information and answer queries. The 
Agenda for the Annual General Meeting is set out below.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Notice is hereby given that the sixty-sixth

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

will be held on

Tuesday, 16th April 2013 at 10.00 a.m. prompt at

THE WORCESTER WHITEHOUSE HOTEL, 62, FOREGATE STREET,
WORCESTER, WR11EA

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 17th April 2012 (a resumé of which appeared
in the June 2012 edition of the Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter)
3. Matters arising from the Minutes
4. Chairman's Address
5. Hon. Secretary's Report
6. Hon. Treasurer's Report and Statement of Accounts for year ending 31st December 2012
7. Hon. Treasurer - 2013 Budget and 2014 subscriptions
8. Appointment of Auditor
9. Hon. Packet Secretary's Report
10. Librarian's Report
11. Newsletter - Editor's Report
12. Website - Webmaster's Report
13. Election of Officers and Members of the Society's Committee for 2013 - 2014
14. Motions and Resolutions
15. Any Other Business.

NOMINATIONS. Nominations for the election of Officers and Members of the Committee
i.e. Chairman, Vice-chairman, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer and (not exceeding) twelve
members of the Committee, should be sent to the Hon. Secretary in writing to reach him 
not later than Friday, 12th April 2012. Such nominations must carry the assent of the nominee.

RESOLUTIONS. Any member desiring to move a Motion or Resolution at the Annual General
Meeting must give notice in writing, enclosing the text, to the Hon. Secretary not less than 14
days before the Annual General Meeting.

                                                                                                                Peter Vonwiller Hon. Secretary.
                                                                                                 David Hope Chairman.

_________________________________________________________________________________
AUCTION NEWS - The Society has been sent a copy of the 244-page Catalogue “U.P.U., Switzerland 
and Liechtenstein” for the 180th Stamp Auction of Corinphila Auktionen AG. The Auction takes place 
on  the  1st  and  2nd  March  2013  in  Zürich.  For  full  details  contact  Corinphila  Auktionen  AG, 
Wiesenstrasse  8,  CH-8034,  Zürich,  Switzerland.  Tel.  +41-(0)44389  91  91.  Website  - 
www.corinphila.ch Email address - info@corinphila.ch Among the items for sale are 'two superlative 
special collections built up over many years or decades : "Canton Schaffhausen Postal History" and 
"Bernd Vogel: Postcards from 1870 to 1900" which have both been awarded Gold Medals.'  

mailto:peter.vonwiller@btinternet.com
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AIRMAIL TO SWITZERLAND                                                                                             BOB MEDLAND 

There was some interesting correspondence reported in the Daily Telegraph just before Christmas. The 
first item was a letter from a Mr. Beart in Gloucestershire: 'I went to the post office on Wednesday to 
send some Christmas cards overseas. I then asked to send a card to Switzerland by normal mail. “It 
must go airmail if you want it there by Christmas” was the response.

Twenty days ? There are boats crossing the Channel and trains going under it day and night. There are 
numerous trains from France to Switzerland daily. The mail only took three or four days by horseback. I 
could walk to Switzerland in twenty days. No wonder post is losing out to email.' 

Shortly afterwards there was a response from a Mr.  Entwistle in Lancashire:  'John Beart  complains 
about having to send a card to Switzerland by airmail. As a recently retired sub-postmaster may I reveal 
a little-known service that the Post Office supplies. Post, when sent abroad at surface rate, will almost 
always go by the quickest route – by air. Empty space will not be left on aircraft, so it will be filled with 
surface mail, which explains why mail posted to allow for a long sea or overland journey can arrive just 
four or five days later. However surface mail will often be delayed until space on an aircraft becomes 
available,  which  explains  how mail  sometimes gets  lost  at  the  back  of  the  sorting  office  or  airport 
warehouse.' 
(Have any members interesting tips on or experiences of posting mail to Switzerland ? How do the  
Swiss normally post items to the UK to achieve the most efficient service ? Please let me know - Editor.)

NEWS ON PUBLICATIONS                                                                                                            EDITOR

'Die Strahlenstempel der Schweiz: Dokumentation und Katalog' (2012) by Jean-Paul Bach and Felix 
Winterstein. A well-illustrated, full-colour catalogue of the so-called 'Ray Cancellations' used in Ticino 
and part of Graubünden. The book is based primarily on items from the famous Karl Löffler collection 
and the writers' thoughts on many of the communities in which these types of cancellations were used  - 
all of which they visited personally. Copies are available from Swiss Post for CHF 48.00 plus postage.

Charles  J.  LaBlonde's  book  'Post  D-Day  Swiss  Mail  to/from  Great  Britain  and  the  Americas'  was 
reviewed by Derrick Slate in our newsletter in October 2012 (Page 79) and by Alan Warren in 'Tell' in 
January 2013. Copies are still available, although the print run was limited.

A copy  of  'Postage  Stamps  of  Switzerland  1843-1862'  by  Mirabaud  and  Reuterskold  in  'excellent 
condition'  was  recently  offered  for  sale  through  the  American  Philatelic  Research  Library's 
Clearinghouse for $150 plus postage.
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