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ONE MYSTERY SOLVED, TWO NEW ONES TO PUZZLE OVER                                   DAVID COLMAN

Fig. 1 Fig. 2

In the August 2008 Newsletter I asked if anyone could identify the individual in Figure 1, believing that 
the stamp was an essay for a Swiss stamp. Derrick Slate did not at the time respond in writing to the 
Newsletter, but he does include it in his booklet classifying Swiss Trial Prints under the name "Consul", 
but of unknown date, designer and engraver. So, it was not securely identified as being a Swiss essay. 
Derrick has, however, passed on information received from Glenn Morgan identifying it as being a trial 
for  a  1956  Finnish  stamp (Figure  2)  portraying  Johann  V.  Snellman.  Snellman was  an intellectual, 
University Professor of the Ethics of Science at Helsinki, and he evidently played an important role in 
establishing the official status of Finnish as an official language alongside Swedish. So, Derrick will have 
to amend his booklet and remove the Consul.

Fig. 3 Fig. 4

Two new queries: Figure 3 shows a rather tatty small landscape with an unusual "cancellation". It is one 
of several small landscape stamps with this "cancel" acquired as part of an auction lot. At one of the 
Northern Group meetings nobody could recall  having seen it  before, or could identify what  class of 
cancels it belongs to. The suggestion made was that it might be equivalent to a perfin, a mark imposed 
by a company to ensure the stamp was used for company mail only and not personal use. Is that the 
correct interpretation?

Figure 4 presents an essay of what appears to be a view of Lake Seealp and Säntis. The quality of the 
graphics and printing is poor, giving the print a blurred and indistinct quality. For those receiving the 
Newsletter  in  paper  form,  the colour  is  a  uniform rose-red.  Does anyone know anything about  this 
essay? Is it indeed Lake Seealp and Säntis? Who was the designer? What date was it made, and for 
what purpose?
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GOOD TO KNOW ! BY WERNER GATTIKER

The 1984 2f50 Weathercock
 The “weathercock” definitive stamp, first  issued in 1975, was to be replaced in 
1985 by the Libra design of the Signs of the Zodiac series. However, as so often 
seems to happen in Switzerland, supplies of the old design ran short and would not 
last  until  the  date  of  issue  of  the  Libra  2f50,  and  a  stop-gap  reprint  of  the 
weathercock  design  was  ordered.  Whether  by  error  or  design,  that  last  1984 
printing of the old 2f50 was done by the PTT printing works on paper kept in stock 
for the printing of Luxembourg definitives. This Luxembourg paper has the same 

appearance, quality and weight as the paper used for the Swiss 1973/75 Applied Art definitives, i.e. it 
was a granite paper with violet fibres, but with the important distinction that it  lacks the luminescent 
agent added to the Swiss paper. This means that under UV light the weathercock stamp printed in 1984 
on Luxembourg paper does  not show any luminescence but remains dull. Unfortunately there are no 
other distinguishing signs, and you cannot tell Luxembourg paper from Swiss paper with the naked eye. 
With the price of the 1984 printing of the 2f50 value a multiple of the normal printings, it is always worth 
checking stamps with a late use date of 1984 onwards under the UV lamp.

THE ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING

On 15th/16th April  28 members and partners attended this very convivial  event at the well-appointed 
Whitehouse Hotel, situated in the city centre close to the art gallery, museums and other attractions. in a 
warm  (honestly!)  and  generally  sunny  Worcester.  Thanks  must  go,  in  particular,  to  the  Society's 
Chairman,  David  Hope,  who  hosted  and  chaired  the  event;  Norton  Wragg  and  Peter  Vonwiller  for 
organising the venue and undertaking most of the essential background work and Kit Jarman for acting 
as auctioneer. A minute's silence was held in respect for departed colleagues (see Page 39). 
 
The sudden and tragic death of our friend and colleague Ian Gilchrist,  who was to have shown his 
exceptional 'Tell Boy' collection under the banner of the third 'Heinz Katcher Memorial Presentation', had 
presented a major problem for the meeting organisers. Thankfully, one of our most committed members, 
Fred Hoadley,  was  able  to step in  at  very short  notice  to  give  a  very comprehensive and thought 
provoking display  entitled 'The First New Definitives of the Twentieth Century', covering the 'Helvetia 
Busts',  'Tell  Boys',  'Tell  Heads'  and 'Helvetia with Sword',  including an extensive collection from the 
related booklet sheets (tête-bêche, se-tenant and inter-space combinations). Fred identified the purpose 
of each new definitive: many resulting from frequently changing postal rates during the period these 
stamps were in circulation, together with changes of colour often imposed by new UPU regulations. He 
acknowledged the efforts of Fritz Graf, whose useful guide to Swiss Letter Rates (1862-2012) formed the 
basis for this study, and can be viewed on the Society's website.

Werner Gattiker brought a wide range of material which attracted a lot of interest whenever there was a 
break in proceedings. As promised, the medals awarded to the Society in the past for its Newsletter 
were  on  display.  Reports  from  several  partners  suggested  they  enjoyed  their  various  visits  to  the 
attractions of  the city and surrounding area,  including the magnificent  Cathedral  and the Worcester 
Porcelain  Museum.  A highlight  of  the  weekend  was  the  many  excellent  displays  provided  by  the 
members present (see Page 40).

Norton Wragg and Kit Jarman ran the Auction, each contributing their very particular skills to the task. As 
usual, the purchasers had a wider smile on their faces than the vendors, but despite the bargains on 
offer, the Society also benefited from a valuable contribution to its funds. 

At the Annual Dinner Kit Jarman, our Society Chaplain by agreement, said the Grace and, after a very 
satisfying meal, David Hope lead the Toast for the future continued success of the Society. Rosalind 
Ragg, following up her success in the Helvetia Silver Cup competition earlier in the day (see Page 39), 
was the winner of the Raffle prize – a jigsaw portraying a massive pile of stamps (including some Swiss) 
ready for sorting.

Further details of the Heinz Katcher Memorial Display, the Competition entries and a summary of the 
proceedings of the Annual General Meeting will appear in future Newsletters.(Editor)

A Plea from your Packet Secretary, Richard Akers – Please do not send any new booklets for the 
Sales Packet to me. You will be advised when the new Packet Secretary is in place (incl.contact details).
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES

The latest new members are : Mrs. Heather Smith from Ceredigion in Wales, Mr. Donald Gardiner from 
Hampshire,  Mr.  David  Lake  from  East  Sussex  and  Mr.  Peter  Jones  who  at  present  resides  in 
Switzerland. We hope that you will enjoy all the benefits that the Society has to offer and look forward to 
seeing you at one of our meetings.

Three  deaths  of  members  have  not  previously  been  reported  in  the  Newsletter  -  Ian  Gilchrist  in 
Yorkshire, John Ager in Surrey and Allen Payne in West Sussex. We send sincere condolences to all 
their family and friends. Allen was a particularly active member of the Society winning many medals in 
local and County-level competitions, regularly attending meetings and giving displays in Brighton and 
Salisbury, particularly on his favourite subjects: the postal history of the Vierwaldstättersee and Trial 
Prints. He is perhaps best remembered for ferrying our distinguished member, Mrs. Rawnsley, to events 
of the HPS and his local society, Bognor Regis, in the latter stages of her life.(Editor)

OBITUARY - IAN GILCHRIST                                                                TONY HOYLE AND DAVID HOPE

We are sure that all Helvetia members were, like us, shocked to hear of the death of Ian Gilchrist. Tony 
first met Ian when he attended his first meeting of the Northern Group (then known as the Yorks./Lancs. 
Group) at the home of Mr. John Highsted in Bradford on 6th October 1962. He was Chairman of the 
Group for the first time during our 1964/5 session, a position he has held on several occasions since.

Ian formed a number of specialised collections. These included Red Cross Mails, World War I and II, 
Soldier Stamps, Vorphila and the issues of 1909-1933. We in the Northern Group always found him only 
too  ready  to  share  his  knowledge  and  researches  and  to  help  and  advise  members.
Ian was a regular exhibitor at Helvetia meetings, not just in Yorkshire but throughout the country. During 
the 1980s Ian, and his wife Pat, hosted several meetings of the Northern Group at their then home in 
Poole in Wharfdale. Members attending were able to enjoy seeing selections from the aforementioned 
collections to which, through his contacts, Ian was able to add elusive and unusual items. An added 
bonus  was  the  chance  to  look  through  his  stock  and  add  to  our  own  collections.

Members will have been amazed at the superb material he had gathered together and his presentation 
which  has  won  him  numerous  awards,  including  the  HPS's  Helvetia  Silver  Cup  and  Moore  Bowl. 
Recently Ian ventured into international philately winning, among others, a gold at PhilaSierre in 2011 for 
his Red Cross Tracing Labels and a vermeil at Jakarta last year for his SCADTA airmail exhibit. 

The Society, and the Northern Group in particular, has lost a great friend and knowledgeable philatelist. 
We know that all members will join us in extending our deepest sympathies to his wife Pat and his family 
at this sad time. The Society was represented at his funeral which took place on 15th April. 

THE RESULTS OF THE SOCIETY'S COMPETITIONS                                                                  

It seems no time at all since I was reporting on Ian Gilchrist 'sweeping the board' at last year's Annual  
Meeting with a photograph of him proudly holding his trophies. Ian's entries went on to win several major 
medals across the World and he was invited to display his SCADTA exhibit at STANS 2013 – a great 
honour.  Thankfully  the  Society's  tradition  of  fostering  good-natured,  competitive  philately  was  ably 
upheld in Worcester by the latest crop of entrants. Once again, all the entries in the two competitions 
were  of  a  very  high  standard  and  highlighted  the  very  wide  range  of  themes  available  to  Swiss 
collectors. 

The members in attendance at the Meeting judged the exhibits. The Helvetia Silver Cup was won by 
David Colman (for his display 'Essays for Swiss Stamps') and the Moore Bowl by Bob Medland (for 'Two 
Countries Postage Dues'). Our Chairman David Hope presented the awards to the delighted winners. 
For the record, the subjects of the other competition entries, all (in the humble opinion of your Editor) of 
medal-winning quality, were :
The Helvetia Silver Cup -  'The Role of Horses in the Swiss Army' – Rosalind Ragg (Runner-up);'The 
Historical Issue' – David Hope;'Official Stamps' – Bob Medland; 'Postage Due Stationery' – Bob Medland
The Moore Bowl (for postal history)
'Travelling Post Offices' – David Hope (Runner-up);    'Nachnahme' – Norton Wragg

Congratulations and thanks to all those who participated. And for those who didn't ? Now is the time to 
start planning your exhibit for next year. Let's aim for a record entry ! (Editor)
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MEMBERS' DISPLAYS AT THE ANNUAL MEETING

This has become a regular and very enjoyable feature of the Annual Meeting programme. It enables all 
members the opportunity to share cherished parts of their collection with Society colleagues in a very 
friendly atmosphere. The material that appears is incredibly varied, often surprising (even to those who 
have 'seen it all') and invariably provokes a very lively discussion. Hopefully everyone goes away with a 
little  more knowledge and a  greater  awareness of  what  items (of  all  descriptions)  are  out  there to 
enhance the interest of their own collections. Despite the amazing depth of the specialist catalogues 
which have been produced in recent years, our members keep showing that the items listed in them are 
only part of the story of Swiss philately. This year's displays are described in summary below. If any of 
the owners would like to submit an illustrated article on their material for the Newsletter, the Editor would 
be delighted to publish it.

Rosalind Ragg:  Horses on Soldier Stamps – a virtually complete collection of relevant World War II 
soldier stamps, mainly of the Cavalry, Federal Regiment of Horse, Artillary, Transport and Infantry (pack 
mules) divisions. Examples on cover, sheetlets, overprints and miniature sheets including a souvenir of 
an Army sports event. Just part of a world-wide collection of 'equine-related' material built up over many 
years.

Kit Jarman: Sitting Helvetias 1862-1881 – Kit's objective is to collect six fine examples with cds of each Z 
number – he is well on the way to this target. Included were some 'flyspots' not catalogued in Zumstein, 
some examples of 'missing control mark' and some genuinely used copies of some of the rarer 'granite 
papers'  as  well  as  some clear  forgeries,  one with  a 'cancellation'  some 20 years  after  the  date  of 
withdrawal.

Norton Wragg: Pro Juventute on Cover – examples of single stamps and some in combination post-1982 
used to make up the correct postal rate pertaining at the time e.g. Inland, European and Foreign letter  
rates, printed matter rate, nachnahme and registered mail. Particularly interesting was an example of the 
1987 25c value used as part of a bulk mailing of 50 or more Christmas cards denoted by a small star. 
(As far as Norton knows, this is the only reason for this stamp to be issued)  and a 50c of 1987 used 
singly on a typewriter card (a very late use of such cards). Norton is currently seeking sources of such 
items for  both of  the charity issues since 1990.  The Montreux Bernois Oberland Bahn (MBOB) – a 
developing collection of station cancellations, express-paid notes, postal stationery vignettes, postcards 
and other ephemera related to this line, including the Lenk Branch. This is part of a new display which 
Norton is developing and he invited members to comment on the approach to the subject.

Richard Donithorn:  'Souvenirs -  Card Collecting' – postcards of all  types mainly collected on recent 
travels – Pro Infirmis and Pro Juventute charity art cards, PTT/Swiss Post official maxi-cards, 1914 and 
1939 National Exhibition cards, the various historic rail stations of Basel, modern cards of Le Corbusier's 
building designs in La Chaux de Fonds, classic lake steamers in black-and-white, souvenir covers of 
STANS 2012 and embryo collections of attractive card series of Swiss scenes produced in Tunbridge 
Wells and Nuremberg, Germany. 

Eric  Lienhard:  Recent  Swiss  Post  promotional  cards –  attractive  postcards  with  imprinted CHF1.00 
stamps designed and produced in 2012. 12 different picture and stamp designs (landscapes and plants), 
each in 3 different languages. They were distributed in tear-off strips of four to every household and 
could  also  be obtained direct  from Swiss  Post  –  all  free  of  any charge.  A promotional  exercise  to 
encourage writing and sending messages and to publicise their 'Pro Clima' initiative.
'Faces  in  the  Mountains'  postcards –  a  large  collection  of  'figments  of  the  imagination'  which  first 
appeared  before  the  First  World  War  by  the company Killinger  based  in  Zürich.  Included  'Niesen', 
'Riffelalp', 'Rigi', 'Mythen' and 'Jovial Old St. Gotthard'. The 'key cards' of the display were backed up by 
a large number of view-cards illustrating the true nature of the mountain side in question.

POSTCARDS - In 1997 our former Honorary Secretary, the late Geoff Hubbard, wrote a series of articles 
in the Newsletter to generate some interest in collecting postcards and build up some basic knowledge 
to assist collectors. He suggested classifying cards according to: (i) the themes on the picture-side (ii) 
the picture subjects (iii) the printers (iv) photographers (v) producers/sponsors (vi) age of card (vii) type – 
black-and-white,hand-coloured,colour; original artwork, photograph, copy of a painting (viii) purpose – 
advertising,  souvenir,  messages  to  home(tourism),  charity,  event  promotion  (ix)  novelty  cards  e.g. 
embossed, cut-out, concertina. Views please. Does anyone know of a useful catalogue(s) ? (Editor)
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PRO INFIRMIS CARDS                                                                                                      RICHARD HALL

Our American colleague writes: "I was pleased to read in your March Newsletter of your interest in the 
Pro Infirmis cards. I have a collection of some 95 of those cards and have also been interested in finding 
some sort of listing or catalog. Just to try to date the cards is a major effort. If the card is unused I don't  
know of any way of determining its year of issue. If the card is used, there is no guarantee that it was 
used in the year of issue, it only tells you that it was that year or earlier. I'd be interested in comparing  
notes on what other members have and what you've discovered.

I think it will be a long time before Zumstein catalogs them. The Pro Juventute cards at least have a tie in 
with the PJ stamps. I find the valuations (of the PJ cards) in the new Zumstein very interesting. They are 
exact copies of the valuations in Schwarzenbach's 1984 catalog -- franc for franc! Like nothing has 
changed in 30 years! I assume their pricing is essentially a trial balloon to be modified when dealers  
really start handling them.”

Eric Lienhard also reported that he has 'a few' of the Pro Infirmis cards and suggests that if you go to 
Delcampe>postcards>switzerland>Pro Infirmis you will be able to view a selection – 157 when he last 
looked ! The numbers change constantly as new cards arrive and others drop out. Have fun !

n.b. The AHPS's book 'The Philately of Switzerland – An Introductory Handbook' which Richard Hall 
edited (a 'labour of love' if ever there was one), received a Large Gold medal at NABA Stans and, more 
recently, was awarded one of only two prizes in a competition organised by the Swiss Foundation for the 
Development of Philately to determine the best book on Swiss philately published during the preceding 
two years.

Richard is now embarking on a second edition of the Handbook and is seeking information from his 
fellow AHPS members on a variety of topics. It will be an e-book on a CD-ROM, not printed and bound – 
to enable the contents to be open for further revision. 

This year Richard was elected by the Consilium Philateliae Helveticae (the Council of Swiss Philately) as 
one of only ten 'corresponding foreign members' who have been 'involved with great worthiness in Swiss 
philately' in recognition of his support of Swiss philately in the USA. The other current foreign members 
are from Austria, France, Germany and two others from the USA.(Editor)
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Some Unusual Covers  from  Fred Hoadley

Left - An unusual Censor Mark – This 1915 wrapper interested me for two reasons : first the use of the 
1c Tell Boy provisionals together with a 3c Type II making up the 5c printed matter rate to Steirmark 
(Styria) in Austria. My second interest was the three-line handstamp. As I had never seen this before I 
took it along to the Annual Meeting in Worcester to see if an explanation could be found. Sure enough, 
an answer was provided by Werner Gattiker. It is an Austrian censorship mark and reads : "Zustellen/13 
July 1915/INNSBRUCK". Thank you Werner !
Right – Mail by Rail from the Emmental) – Straightline handstamps applied to mail carried on the TPO 
are quite common, and indicate the point of entry into the postal system i.e. the TPO wagon. However,  
this postcard from Steinhof in the Emmental and addressed to Neuchâtel, is the first example of mail I've 
seen where two straightline handstamps have been applied: the first at the STEINHOF sub-office; and 
the second, BURGDORF, on board the TPO. The 'Ambulant' canceller indicates this TPO travelled the 
route Burgdorf-Thun-Burgdorf (route 16). n.b.Steinhof is an enclave of Solothurn, surrounded by Canton 
Bern, and on the 1st January 2012, was merged into the municipality of Aeschi.

THE SOCIETY'S WEBSITE IS ALWAYS THERE FOR YOU

  www.swiss-philately.co.uk

 Have you seen the marvellous displays of our member Robert Wightman? – the impact of 
UPU Regulations, the Pro Juventute Issues and Liechtenstein.                

 Do you ever need to check the correct rate for a particular postal service in a particular year? 
– Fritz Graf's detailed guide is your answer. 

 When did you last flick through a few months' editions of the late Michael Rutherfoord's 'Did 
You Know … ?' columns, packed with information on historic and modern postal systems ? 

They are now all available at your fingertips on the Website. 

Additional items are being entered all the time, resources permitting. The Webmaster would very much 
welcome feed-back – let us know how we might improve or extend the service to meet your particular 
information needs.  The Website is the Society's shop-window and our main tool for  attracting more 
people to join and support the Society. We need ideas to keep it fresh – to encourage our members, 
other collectors and the wider public to visit and re-visit the site. Tell us what you think !

POSTAGE RATES TO SWITZERLAND                                                                      MALCOLM BULPITT

Thinking of postage anomalies, I wonder if your members are aware of a problem which cropped up 
recently when a Swiss colleague based in Basel sent some print-based items of railway interest that he 
had acquired, through the post to me in the UK. Being honest, he filled-in the Customs declaration form 
with the true value of the items in the packet. This was CHF60, or just over £40 at the time. When it  
arrived in the UK I received a note to go to the Royal Mail Collection Office to retrieve the package. I  
assumed that this was because it would not go through our letterbox. In practice I was faced with an £8 
VAT bill,  and a hefty handling charge from the Royal Mail.  It  turns out that for some time any items 
coming into this country from outside the EU (as Switzerland is) that have a value of over £40 are 
subject to this arbitrary 20% tax, even on unsolicited goods. Had my Swiss contact realised, he would 
have taken the package from his home some 5km over the border into France, or 10km into Germany, 
and posted it there so that on arrival in the UK no VAT would have been payable. I can easily believe 
that Post Offices in EU communities adjacent to Swiss towns and cities do a good business this way.
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REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN GROUP MEETING IN FEBRUARY 2013           RICHARD DONITHORN

Fourteen  members  attended this  fascinating  meeting on 'Cinderellas',  including three  'new faces'  – 
Anthony Hickson and Anthony and Brenda Atkinson. Richard Donithorn kicked off the proceedings with a 
question – what is the definition of a 'cinderella'? - 'something that looks like a stamp, but isn't' or a much 
wider definition set out in a county philatelic association's competition guidelines which listed no less 
than 76 'eligible items' and 35 'non-eligible'. In the main, the items displayed on the day veered towards 
the 'eligible', although there was a clear endorsement for the view that you should 'collect what you 
fancy', irrespective.

All had something to show. There was a preponderance of poster stamps, trial prints, soldier stamps, 
fiscals,  national  exhibition  and  philatelic  exhibition  promotion/souvenir  labels  and  postal  information 
labels and etiquettes. But what a variety and, in many cases, what rarity ! Also private railway stamps, 
stamp dealers' promotional items, stamps deemed 'invalid', hotel stamps, airmail commemorative labels, 
fiscal  proofs,  souvenir  sheets,  censor  labels,  despatch note and duty-free labels,  Red-Cross labels, 
telegraph stamps, the occasional fake and forgery and many, many more. More dubious items, although 
equally  interesting,  included  franchise  stamps,  postage  dues,  PP  incorporated  in  the  cancellation, 
stamps of Campione, 'inter-spaces' from booklets and miniature sheets, cigarette cards, coffee labels 
and a Royal Copenhagen dish depicting an edelweiss !

Full marks for the amount of material shown must go to Martin Mantell (trial prints and 'invalid stamps'), 
Eric  Lienhard  (exhibition,  advertising  and  souvenir  labels,  etc.),  Bob  Medland  (postal  labels  and 
etiquettes), Fred Hoadley (soldier stamps), Claude Mistely and Rosalind Ragg (both - poster stamps). 
The wealth of material allowed several members to gain valuable information on items they had stowed 
away for years. For example : 
The colourful poster stamps of views of Bern produced for the Zürich silk-making company of Sieden-
Grieder number at least 37 in the set and each comes in at least 7 different colours.  
The messages (in three languages) on the small postal information labels prevelant on mail in the early 
part  of  the last  century included:  'Acceptance Refused',  'Addressee Unknown',  'Unpaid',  'Insufficient 
Address', 'Unclaimed Business', 'Fragile', 'Deceased', 'Gone Away' and 'Business Closed Down'. 
The subtle variations in the colour shades of Trial Prints suggest that there may be one or two more than 
have been recorded in Derrick Slate's invaluable book on the subject.
The initiator of soldier stamps, Frederick Bieri, was born in England and before joining the army was a 
graphic artist with a printing company. He designed the first soldier stamp, 'The Kneeling Soldier', for the 
Fusilier Battalion 38 at the request of his fellow recruits i.e. not for any monetary purposes. He went on 
to design more than 50% of  the soldier  stamps created in  World War I  and some in World War II  
(including for the Second Army Corp). 
Re-directed mail made the job of the post office clerk to calculate the amount of postage due to be 
charged particularly difficult. This sometimes resulted in mistakes on the second or third re-direction as 
some of the stamps and/or postage dues previously applied became 'invalid'.  

Claude Misteley gave a vote of thanks emphasising his admiration for the quality of the material and 
depth of knowledge displayed by all those present. Once again the members had 'come up trumps'!

FORTHCOMING PHILATELIC EVENTS
Thematix '13, Britain's National Thematic Stamp Show, will take place on Friday 12 th and Saturday 13th 

July 2013 at King George Field Indoor Bowls Club, Jubilee Way, Chessington, Surrey. Further details on 
the organisers' website – paula@paulacantstamps.co.uk or www.thematix.co.uk

Midpex is on 6th July at the Warwickshire Exhibition Centre, The Fosse, Fosse Way, Leamington Spa. 
Further details on the website – http://midpex.co.uk/

Autumn Stampex 2013 will  take place from 18th to 21st September at the Business Design Centre in 
Islington, London. It is a full national ABPS exhibition for all classes – Traditional, Postal History, Aero, 
Postal Stationery, Revenues, Thematic, Cinderellas, Open, Picture Postcards and Literature. This is the 
last UK exhibition where exhibits can qualify for London 2015, except for Thematic and Open Philately 
exhibits which can also qualify at Spring Stampex 2014. It is open to exhibitors throughout the European 
Union. Three, four or five frames (each of 16 sheets) for first time entries or those previously achieving 
less than 75 points. All other entries – five frames. The entry forms, full details and helpful advice are on 
the ABPS's website – http://www.abps.org.uk/Exhibiting/Exhibitions/National_Exhibitions/13-09-18-     Entry 
forms are due by the 31st July.

http://www.abps.org.uk/Exhibiting/Exhibitions/National_Exhibitions/13-09-18-
mailto:paula@paulacantstamps.co.uk
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The British Thematic Association (BTA) provides useful guidance on thematic competing on their website 
–  www.brit-thematic-assoc.com/Documents/themexhib,pdf This  year  they  are  organising  two 
competitions for their members – a) The Fosbery Trophy – for those who have not competed before - 16 
sheets on a thematic subject of their choice and can include any material they wish (including cigarette 
cards, postcards or other ephemera) - it will be judged by popular vote; and b) the BTA Cup – 2 frames 
(each 16-sheets) to be judged to national standards based on thematic rules. 

A Thematic Stamp Day organised by the West of England Thematic Society will take place on Saturday 
27th October 2013 at the Dartmoor Lodge Hotel, Ashburton, Devon – competition exhibits and specialist 
thematic stamp dealers will be present. Organisers' website – paula@paulacantstamps.co.uk

CORRESPONDENCE TO ST. GALLEN                                                                            DON SYMONDS

I have a small collection of Telegrams sent from Winton, Bournemouth to  a young lady in St Gallen 
during the Second World War. The lady was engaged to an English Army Captain who was sent to India. 
They married after the War and some of the telegrams are congratulations, etc. Now I wonder if other 
members may have some of the same material as I would like to get a complete list of those held by 
members. The family “Kellaway” had a store in Winton and were known to Members of the West Moors  
& Ferndown P.S. The lady was a Fraulein Emma Kuhn of Neu St Johann, St Gallen.

HONEGGER PHILATELIE AG

The well-known dealers in Classic Swiss Stamps, Honegger Philatelie AG released their Spring Offer on 
the 8th April. They state : “Maybe you have found that it is not easy to find good material on the market at  
the moment and, if you do, it is mostly very expensive. This presents a real problem for many dealers 
and auction houses. It is naturally an advantage for those who have got hold in time of fine and rare 
pieces. We are pleased once again to be able to show you fantastic material in our Spring offers at still 
reasonable prices.” They intend to participate in the following philatelic events and exhibitions in 2013:

The World Stamp Expo 2013 in Melbourne from 10th-15th May.
Glabra 2013, Näfels from 13th–15th September.
International Stamp Exhibition and Fair in Sindelfingen from 24th-26th October. 

Mubaphil, Basel 9th-10th November 

MonacoPhil 2013 from 5th-7th December.

If you plan to attend one of them you should let them know in advance what you are looking for. They will 
try to take the desired material with them. Details of their stock are set out in their annually published 
Classic  Switzerland  catalogue.  Contacts:  Website  http://www.ghonegger.ch  Tel.  +41  55  286  20  00. 
Postal Address : Honegger Philatelie AG, Kurzestrasse 1, Postfach, CH-8716 Schmerikon.

PRO JUVENTUTE: Kit  Jarman wishes to sell  his  Collection  of  Pro Juventute  1918 –  1976 used – 
complete except for miniature sheets. 1963 All Papers. Includes some tabs. Catalogue Price (Stanley 
Gibbons Part 8 2010) - £1,060 +. Offers Please (Reserve £50). Contact Rev. Christopher Jarman – 
Tel/Fax – 01631 563535  Postal Address – Ground Floor Flat 2, 4 Branksome Park, Longsdale Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 5JZ.
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