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IN THIS MONTH'S MAIL BAG

Your Editor is delighted to report that his mail bag, both the actual and the electronic kind, is much fuller  
than it  was on average, say, 6-12 months ago. This bodes well for the future of our Newsletter and 
certainly reduces my continual fears of not getting those "eight pages" out on time each month. I would 
still  like to see more responses to the occasional questions that are raised by the authors of some 
articles, but the apparent increase in the exchange of information should lead to even better content in 
the Newsletter. Above are some items that I have received in the last week or two. 

Further to the pictures of the Post Coach in Brig in last month's edition (Page 84) Malcolm Bulpitt, the 
Editor of the journal 'Swiss Express', thought that our members would like to see this photograph of a 
'different' Swiss Post vehicle (left) that he saw outside the main Post Office in Luzern in August 2011.      
                                               
David Hope sent in the illustration of the privately produced postal stationery cover with imprinted stamp 
from the 'Beau Site' Hotel in Saas Fee (right). The message printed on the stamp is "Cableways and bus 
in the Saas Valley – Summer 2010 Inclusive".  David asks the questions - how many more of these 
imprinted stamp designs are there on privately produced postal stationery? and how can a specialist 
collector hope to know what all the material relevant to his interests is out there? A full report on David's 
recent display to our Southern Group on 'The Swiss Postal Coach Service' will appear in the Newsletter  
next month. Finally, Colin Griffiths informs me that he has a postcard sent from Speicher to St. Fiden on 
12th July 1903. It appears to be of a memorial to the battle of 'Vögelinsegg' which took place in 1403 
(500th Anniversary). Can any member provide him with details of the battle and/or the event please ?
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EUROPA!  (Part l)                                                                                                  RICHARD DONITHORN

Acknowledgements : The Society is grateful to Swiss Post for allowing it to publish illustrations of their  
products ; and to Jean-Louis Emmenegger and Stanley Gibbons Ltd. the publisher of 'GSM', for allowing  
information in Mr. Emmenegger's article of 2006 to be used as a part-basis for this article.
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Introduction
When, as a nation, we are once again looking at the degree of 'European co-operation' which we are 
comfortable with, perhaps it is not the best time to be tackling this subject. However, if we restrict our 
interest to 'philatelic matters', you will see that the dearth of coverage on the Swiss Europa issues in our  
Newsletter over the years, in itself, warrents at least one article on the subject.

Since 1960 the Conférence Européenne des Administrations des Postes et des Télécommunications 
(CEPT)  –  the  European  Conference  of  Postal  and  Telecommunications  Administrations  and  its 
successor, PostEurop, has co-ordinated the issuing of stamps each year by the various members' postal 
authorities to promote and demonstrate their commitment to the European Community.

I intend to set out the basic facts on the history of these so-called 'Europa' issues. Apologies to any of 
you who, like many others, are specialist Europa collectors and have your own catalogues of all the 
related stamps, FDCs, etc. that have been produced by the ever increasing number of our European 
neighbour countries. Perhaps surprisingly, given its independent approach to many things, Switzerland 
has been a major  supporter  of  the concept  almost  from its inception,  regularly issuing stamps and 
providing venues for key meetings of the European postal authorities involved.

The Pioneers
The period immediately after  the Second World War was a time of  reconciliation and integration in 
Europe. One of the earliest signs of large-scale co-operation between nations was the founding of the 
ECSC (the European Coal and Steel Community) in 1951 made up of France, Germany, Italy and the 
Benelux countries. These countries later set up the European Economic Commission (the EEC, better 
known as the Common Market) and Euratom. Following the Messine Conference, the six ministers of the 
member countries responsible for Posts and Telecommunications decided to issue, on the same day, a 
set of stamps with a design common to them all – a practical example of their commitment to closer co-
operation. One of the best examples over the years of the use of stamps to promote a political message. 
The well-known and now highly-collectible stamps were designed by a Frenchman, Daniel Gonzague, 
and were issued on 15th September 1956. The word 'Europa' figured prominently in the design (perhaps 
a little presumptory or premature, given that the participants represented a relatively small part of the 
continent) and became a fixture in all future issues. Each country had discretion over the number of 
stamps, the background colours, the size, denominations and the position of the country's name. This 
issue is often described as the 'forerunner issue' (Fig. 1 above).
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In the following year, 1957, Switzerland and the Saar obviously favoured this idea and joined the EEC 
members in issuing two 'Europa' stamps on 15th July. Unlike the 'forerunners', each country issued their 
own design based on the common theme (Fig. 2 on the previous page shows some examples). W. 
Weiskoenig  designed  the  Swiss  stamps  which  seemed  to  set  a  distinctive  style  which  was  to  be 
followed, to varying degrees, for a number of years. Presumably the seven strands making up the rope 
represented the 'Six' plus Switzerland? (Fig. 3)   

Despite their initial enthusiasm, Switzerland opted out in 1958 and it was left to the EEC members, the 
Saar and, this time, Turkey to maintain the concept which was fast becoming a "tradition". With the 
exception of Turkey, they reverted to the idea of one design adopted by all (Fig. 4).

In 1959 Switzerland and Austria joined the pioneering EEC members for the fourth issue of 'Europa' 
stamps issued on 19th June, although the Swiss (designer H. Schwarzenbach) departed significantly 
from the chosen common design. (Fig. 5).

The Formation of CEPT
In the same year, Switzerland and the United Kingdom were invited by the EEC countries to a special 
meeting in St Moritz (known as the 'Preparatory Commission meeting of the European Conference of the 
PTT' which ran from 24th to 31st January 1959) to prepare a 'Draft Constitution' for what would become a 
new association of European Postal Administrations – the Conférence Européenne des Administrations 
des  Postes  et  des  Télécommunications  (CEPT)  –  the  European  Conference  of  Postal  and 
Telecommunications Administrations.

Following  up  the  earlier  conference  in  St  Moritz,  23  postal  and  telecommunication  administrations 
representing 19 European states (i.e. the EEC countries plus Switzerland, the United Kingdom, Austria, 
Denmark,  Spain,  Finland,  Greece,  Iceland,  Ireland,  Norway,  Portugal,  Sweden and  Turkey))  met  in 
Montreux on 26th June. It was known as the 'CEPT Constitutive Conference' and ran from 22nd June to 
2nd July. To publicise and commemorate the event, the PTT overprinted in black and red its two Europa 
stamps with the words 'REUNION DES PTT D'EUROPE'. These overprints were issued on 22nd June 
1959 and could be used to frank letters only if they were mailed at the special temporary post office set  
up in Montreux by the PTT during the Conference (Fig. 6). 

At this conference the administrations present signed the 'Constitution' and the new association, CEPT, 
was officially formed. Its overall aim was to improve co-operation between all the administrations of the 
member countries. To illustrate the spirit  of co-operation among the membership it  adopted the, now 
established, idea of a common annual stamp issue, pioneered by the EEC members. Thus the annual 
'Europa' issue was widened to a much larger group of European countries. CEPT took over the task of 
choosing the official common design and co-ordinating the process. Each administration was able to 
adapt the official design to the colours and standard format of its own stamps, to decide the number of 
stamps to be issued and to set their denominations.

At both the St Moritz and the Montreux meetings leading up to the foundation of CEPT the PTT set up 
special post offices for the use of delegates and officials, with special postmarks and registration labels 
for mail despatched fom them. Genuine examples are worth finding ! 

A Common Design
From 1960 to 1973 a common unique design was chosen to be adopted by all CEPT countries for their 
'Europa' stamps. The usually abstract, graphic designs tended to illustrate in various ways the concepts 
of co-operation, common purpose, strength in unity, mutual support, harmony, growth, etc. - I'm guessing 
! Figs. 7 (below – from years 1963 and 1968) and 8 (next page – from years 1967 and 1969) show some 
examples. They highlight the different ways in which individual postal authorities adopted the design, 
adapting it to varying degrees to fit their specific situations.

                                                                                             Fig. 7
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                                                                                                 Fig. 9  

                                                                                                 Fig. 8

CEPT was first responsible for choosing the design and co-ordinating the issue of 'Europa' stamps in 
1960. CEPT and its successor have maintained this role ever since. In 1960 20 countries, including 
Switzerland, adopted the chosen common design of a Finn, P. Rahikainen, issuing 36 stamps between 
them. The text on the Swiss first day cover (cancelled 19.9.1960) commemorated the 1st Anniversary of 
the Conference of the E.P.T. (Fig. 9) In the years following CEPT's foundation the number of member 
countries, and hence the number of  'Europa' stamps issued annually has increased substantially.

The Swiss designer, H. Schwarzenbach, was responsible for the chosen common design in 1968 (Fig. 7 
second from right).  The other  chosen designers  are set  out  in  the  table  below.  n.b.The individuals 
responsible for the common designs chosen in 1958 and 1959 and the nationality of G. and J. Bender 
are not known to the author. Any information would be gratefully received.

Schedule of the Designers of the Common Designs and their Nationality 1956 – 1973

1956  Daniel Gonzague (France)            1957*                                             1958 ?? 
1959  ??**                                               1960  P. Rahikainen (Finland)        1961 T.Kurpershoek(Holland) 
1962  L. Weyer (Luxembourg)                1963  A. Holm (Norway)                 1964 G. Bétems (France)
1965  H. Karlsson (Iceland)                    1966 G. & J. Bender (??)               1967 O. Bonnevalle(Belgium)
1968  H. Schwarzenbach (Swiss)           1969  L.Gasbarra/G.Belli (Italy)     1970 L. Le Brocquy (Ireland)
1971  M. H. Haflidason (Iceland)            1972 P. Huovinen (Finland)            1973 L. F. Anisdhal (Norway)
*   In 1957 each country chose its own design. The designer of the Swiss stamp was W. Weiskoenig.
** In 1959 there was a common design which was adapted for Switzerland by H. Schwarzenbach. 

In  1984,  to  mark  the  25th Anniversary of  CEPT,  a  common design  was  chosen  and  adopted.  The 
designer was Jean Larrivière from Monaco, who used a bridge as a basis for his design. Courvoisier SA 
adapted it a little for the Swiss PTT issue (Fig. 10).

In 2000, the Millenium, the idea of adopting a common design was again resurrected. All PostEurop 
members were invited to submit a draft design on the broad topic of "Europa 2000", each member being 
left  to  select  their  own  design  procedures.  The  Swiss  authorities  were  not  able  to  run  a  design 
competition to choose the design to represent them. Instead they commissioned Arnold Wittmer from 
Gunzwil to prepare the Swiss draft design (Fig. 11). The PostEurop Stamps and Philately Committee met 
in Malta in 1997 to consider all the designs submitted and short-listed three entries – those of Belgium, 
France and Switzerland. The French design was eventually chosen by the plenary delegates. Most of 
the PostEurop members adopted the design and colours without significant alteration (Fig. 12).
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                     Fig. 10                                  Fig. 11                                                Fig. 12 

The French designer, Jean-Paul Cousin, described his concept as follows: "A golden yellow structure 
made of stars standing on a bright-green base reaches up into a sky the same colour of blue as the 
European  Union  flag.  The  stars  stand  for  the  Union's  member  countries,  whereby  each  is  an 
independent part of the whole, with its own patterns and a clearly defined position.....The tower of stars 
casts an E-shaped shadow on the meadow, and this serves as a focal point for blond- and brown-haired 
children (symbolising the future of mankind in general and Europe in particular) approaching from all  
corners and carrying the stars  which are  to grow up into  the sky.....The stamp represents  a  lively,  
dynamic,  colourful  Europe  that  proudly  contemplates  its  past  (solid  foundation),  its  present  (under 
construction) and its future (participation of young people)." ***

The Swiss designer described his entry thus:  "To preserve and further extend security,  stability and 
prosperity to as many countries as possible – and ideally all countries - should contribute their 'brick' to 
Europe. To mark the advent of the new century, this should be represented on the stamp as follows: 
when issuing its stamp as part of the joint issue, every country should insert its 'brick' in the form of its 
name and the domestic face value, in the space still available in the construction." ***
(*** Ref. Swiss Post's journal "Focus on Stamps" 2/2000)

A Common Theme
In 1972 the CEPT members decided to give more freedom to individual postal administrations in the 
choice  of  the  designers  and designs of  the  'Europa'  stamps  by requiring  them,  simply,  to  adopt  a 
common theme rather than a common design. This also gave them scope to depart from the traditional 
symbolic/abstract approach.

Schedule of Common Themes 1974 – 2013

1974  Sculpture                                      1975  Paintings                              1976  Handicrafts
1977  Landscapes                                  1978  Monuments                          1979  Postal History
1980  Famous People                            1981  Folklore                                1982  Historical Events
1983  Works of Human Genius              1984  CEPT 25th Annivesary          1985  European Music Year
1986  Nature Conservation                    1987  Contemporary Art            1988  Transport/Communications
1989  Children's Games                         1990  Post Offices                         1991  Europe in Space
1992  Christopher Columbus                  1993  Contemporary Art                1994  Medical Discoveries
1995  Peace and Freedom                     1996  Famous Women                  1997  Tales and Legends
1998  National Festivals                         1999  Parks and Gardens             2000   Millenium issue
2001  Water                                            2002  Circus                                  2003  Poster Art
2004  Holidays                                        2005  Gastronomy                        2006   Racial Integration
2007  Centenary of Scouting                  2008  Letters                                 2009  Astronomy
2010  Children's Books                           2011  Forests             2012 Invitations         2013 Postal Vehicles

The 'common theme' policy was introduced with the 1974 'Sculpture' theme issue (Fig. 13) and has 
continued every year since, with the exception of 1984 and 2000 – see above. This decision removed 
the claim, in some quarters, that 'Europa' stamps were becoming boring and the greater variety gave 
fresh impetus to their collection.

                     Fig. 13                                                     Fig. 15                                                           Fig. 16
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                                                                                              Fig. 14

It is illuminating to see the many different ways the 'common theme' has been treated each year by the 
wide diversity of countries making up the organisation. As an example, Fig.14 shows how the 1987 
theme of 'Modern Art/Architecture' was interpreted by five of the members (the two Swiss stamps issued 
that year depicted public sculpture).

The PostEurop Era
By the 1990s the growing separation and, in some cases, privatisation of Post and Telecoms in many 
CEPT countries required the creation of a follow-up organisation to deal with cross-border postal issues 
in Europe. The new organisation to replace the postal side of CEPT, 'PostEurop' (the Association of the 
European Public Postal Operators) was set up in 1993 - grouping the postal administrations of, then, 26 
countries through its administrative office in Brussels. The Constitution Assembly had met in Bonn on 9th 

March 1993. It quickly took over the job of selecting the annual theme of the 'Europa' stamp issue and 
co-ordinating each issue under the PostEurop flag. By 2006 PostEurop had 42 member countries and 9 
affiliate members.

The word 'Europa' appeared on all  the stamps produced under the CEPT banner. At first the letters 
CEPT were also included in the design. Prototypes of the finally adopted official logo of CEPT appeared 
in the common designs of  1963,  1964, 1965, 1967 and 1968 (see Figs. 7 and 8).  The official  logo 
became a standard feature  in  1974 and continued to be used every year  (in  Switzerland,  with  the 
exception of  1977 and 1978) until 1993. In that year the CEPT logo was replaced by the PostEurop 
logo. It was based on the word 'Europa' in italic capital letters, hence retaining the word 'Europa' on the 
stamps. The first Swiss stamps to reflect the new PostEurop regime were designed by Mario Botta of 
Lugano (Fig. 15 – see previous page).

From 1st January 1998 the PTT (the Swiss Post, Telephone and Telegraphs Corporation) was reformed 
under new legislation into two new separate organisations – Swiss Post and Swiss-com. At the time, the 
Director of Swiss Post Stamps and Philately, Jean-Marie Gassmann, declared in 'Focus on Stamps' that: 
"Swiss  Post,  wholly  government-owned,  would  continue  to  provide  the  mandatory  public  service 
nationwide,  retaining a reduced and restricted monopoly for  letters and parcels  up to 2kg.  All  other 
services to be run on commercial lines in competition with other operators." Two stamps were issued on 
the 7th January 1998 showing the new logos of the two organisations (Fig. 16). (The second part of this 
article will appear in a future edition of the Newsletter)

References : '50 Years of 'Europa' Stamps' – Jean-Louis Emmenegger in Gibbons Stamp Monthly, June 
2006.
PTT Bulletin and 'Focus on Stamps' – various issues.
Zumstein and Amateur Collector Ltd. Catalogues.

FAMOUS SWISS PERSONALITIES                                                                                               EDITOR

So far I have only had two responses to my request for suggestions for personalities to appear on future 
Swiss stamps. Ray Clegg suggested Mr. Reynolds, the founder of the firm Reynolds Chains, who was 
apparently of Swiss extraction. Mr. J. U. Neukom who has a long interest in the Portrait issues (ref. his 
article AHPS March 2001 p.19) is keen to see them revived by Swiss Post perhaps on the grounds of  
"fostering  patriotic  spirit  and their  educational  value".  He writes:  "With  a  background in  the  field  of 
patents, my thoughts on celebrities deserving of a place have gone towards Swiss inventors. One so far 
absent that has occurred to me is Paul Hermann Müller (1899-1965) who is credited with the invention of 
the insecticide DDT, a credit edorsed by a Nobel Prize in 1948. It is mistaken to regard him as having 
discovered the substance because that had been done by another in 1874.  To have recognised its 
insecticidal properties and undertaken development was his invention". Mr. Neukom also pointed out that 
my suggestion of Carl Jung had already appeared in 1978 (Z619). Any other ideas would be welcomed !
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PLATING ZUMSTEIN 253, THE 750  th   ANNIVERSARY OF THE CITY OF BERN            RICHARD T. HALL

This article first appeared in the American HPS's  journal 'Tell' in September 2013 (P. 19). The Society is  
grateful to the Society and the author, Richard Hall, for pemission to reprint it in our newsletter.

In October 1974 Pierre Guinand published in the 'Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung' a complete plating of 
Zumstein 253, the 750th Anniversary of the City of Bern issue. The stamp was printed in four panes of 25 
each, giving 100 individually distinguishable stamps, albeit sometimes the "distinguishing" feature can be 
very small. Guinand's monumental plating effort was published as four diagrams, one for each pane; his 
diagram for  Plate  A is  shown above.  The distinguishing features of  all  25  stamps of  the  pane are 
consolidated into each diagram.

I have been fortunate to be able to acquire mint sheets of all four 
panes. With today's advances in scanners and the wide-spread use 
of colour printing, I decided to scan each pane and each stamp and 
produce  a  magnified  image  of  each  of  Guinand's  distinguishing 
features. I have produced a pdf document that is now posted on the 
A.H.P.S.'s website which reproduces in full colour an illustration and 
description of each distinguishing feature for each stamp in each 
pane.  A sample  illustration  from the document  (right)  shows  the 
distinguishing features of  stamp 5 in  pane A which includes the 
famous "spider on hammer" variety (and a dot in the top margin 
above  the  flag).  The  document  also  includes  a  reproduction  of 
Guinand's original SBZ article.

To  access  the  document  go  to  the  AHPS website,  www.swiss-stamps.org and  click  on  "Research 
Resources" where you will find it listed as "1941 Bern Anniversary stamp Plating". It is my hope that this 
document will assist collectors in their quest to plate their copies of this interesting issue.

NEXT SOUTHERN GROUP MEETING 

Saturday 22nd February 2014: 'Mixed Franking' (i.e. any item of mail with stamps of different value, colour 
or design, including imprinted stamps and soldier stamps) – All Members. All meetings take place at the 
Cricketfield House Hotel,  Wilton Road,  Salisbury,  Wiltshire commencing at 10.30.am. Further details 
from Fred Hoadley Tel. 01403 711987.

http://www.swiss-stamps.org/
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THE 2014 ISSUE PROGRAMME: SWISS POST STAMPS AND POSTAL STATIONERY
2014 WILL BE A COLOURFUL AND VARIED STAMP YEAR !

Take a bunch of big birthdays, a handful of fungi, a generous portion of Switzerland, a few precious 
stones, a dash of music and two far-away countries and you have the philatelic feast planned for 2014 
with its blend of culture, history and nature. The focus is very much on Switzerland and “Swissness” in 
the year ahead, with stamps on the Swiss Army postal service, the Swiss National Park, the Swiss Air 
Force, Swiss musical instruments or typical Swiss scenery. Other scheduled stamps feature delightful 
wild animals and attractive gems. Renewable energy is showcased,  as are the cities of  St.  Gallen, 
Lugano and Lucerne. Speaking of Lucerne; the 125-year-old cogwheel railway up the Pilatus will also 
star on a stamp. And there will be an especially cool motif for younger stamp fans when Garfield, the 
cheeky, greedy tomcat, transports us to a vibrant world of humour and fun. So a tantalizing stamp mix 
awaits  you!  (n.b.  It  may  be  supplemented  or  changed.  For  the  latest  issue  programme,  go  to 
www.swisspost.ch/stamps or order it by calling +41 (0) 848 66 55 44).

NEXT NORTHERN GROUP MEETING

Saturday 2nd November: 'The Chairman's Presentation' – Tony Hoyle. Saturday 7th  December: 'Postage 
Rates/Postage  Due'  –  All  Members.  All  meetings  take  place  at  Corporation  Mill,  Sowerby  Bridge, 
Yorkshire commencing at 2.00pm. Further details from David Hope Tel. 0161 3030091.
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GOOD TO KNOW ! by WERNER GATTIKER

The Types of the 1949 20c Definitive (Grimsel Dam)

                                            Die I                           Die II                    Coil Stamp Die
Although well-known by most collectors, I feel it is worth reminding ourselves how to tell the difference 
between the very, very common Die II stamps and the quite rare Die I stamps and also bring the coil 
stamp Die into the mix.

The original Die I (German: Ur-Type; Zumstein 301, S.G. 514) is best recognized by the missing base-
line of the house facing us, situated on the rock at the end of the dam in the foreground. But that is not a 
100% safe  sign.  I  have  seen  Die  I  stamps with  at  least  part  of  the  base-line  present.  The  safest 
distinction can be found in the horizontal lines representing the lake. If you look at the rock boulder to the 
left  of  the  house,  there  are  three  unbroken  horizontal  lines  between  the  boulder  top  and  the 
mountainside in the background. A third difference can be seen in the lack of cross-hatching above the 
zero of “20” and the “H” of Helvetia. It is worth noting, that Die I stamps, although printed first, were only 
put into circulation several months after Die II stamps, and that the differences were not discovered until  
some time later, which is why mint Die I stamps are now exceedingly rare. 

In Die II, the very common stamp (Zumstein 301 A, S.G. 514a), the house has a clear base-line (except 
for printings from very worn plates), there are only two unbroken horizontal lines between the top of the 
boulder to the left of the house and the mountain background, and the cross-hatching extends above the 
figure “20” and the “HE” of HELVETIA. 

The special Die cut for the production of coil stamps (Zumstein 301 RM) is similar to Die II (used for 
sheet printings), except that the horizontal lines to the left of the boulder all stop short of touching the 
boulder, leaving a clear white gap running down the left side of the boulder. In Die II stamps some lines 
touch the boulder, others also stop short, giving a more ragged impression to the viewer, and no clear 
white line.

NEWS FROM THE POSTAGE DUE STUDY GROUP                                                        BOB MEDLAND

Currently we have two subjects under active discussion:

1) Occasional use of ‘Landscape’ definitive stamps (or others) for postage due purposes before 1955. A 
number of members have mentioned finding examples and earlier articles on the subject appeared in the 
Newsletter (2010: p.85), (2011: pp.33, 34, 61, 77). Once discussions have been exhausted a further 
article will appear in the Newsletter. 

2) Gold Centimes marks on outgoing underpaid mail. The UPU 1920 Madrid Convention established the 
notional currency of Gold Centimes for expressing the amount of postage due on international mail after 
1925. The ratio of Swiss and UPU foreign postage rates produced mysterious amounts due, such as 
16⅔ or 33⅓, and Swiss post offices used hand-stamps for marking these amounts on outgoing mail. The 
subject was first raised in the newsletter by David Dixie long ago (1987: pp.51-52). More examples are 
being unearthed and in due course we hope to produce a substantial article for the Newsletter.

The Postage Due Study Group now has five members. As with other study groups, we look forward to 
welcoming  more  members  joining.  Please  feel  free  to  drop  me  a  line  –  there  is  absolutely  no 
commitment or cost in doing so, it is simply a forum for exchanging thoughts, ideas, questions and – 
hopefully - answers on this fascinating aspect of Swiss philately.
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REPORT ON THE NORTHERN GROUP'S OCTOBER MEETING                                   DAVID COLMAN

Five members and a guest were treated to a fascinating display of the 'Swiss Army 1939-1945' by David 
Hope. Not only was the material displayed diverse, it was accompanied by what was in effect a potted 
history concerning the war from a Swiss perspective, starting with reactions to the release in 1935 of a 
map showing the German speaking part of Switzerland as part of the Greater German Reich. That was 
the trigger for  a political  process which led to the determination to defend Swiss sovereignty and a 
reappraisal of military preparedness starting with the National Defence Loan of 1936 and continuing with 
the National Exhibition of 1939. As the situation in Europe deteriorated on 28th August 1939 the Swiss 
Frontier Troops were mobilised. This was followed by the election of General Henri Guisan to head the 
armed forces; according to David's account of events this was an inspired choice. On 2nd September the 
main  army was  mobilised.  The presentation  showed these  events  through  postage  stamps,  soldier 
stamps, postcards and military mail. Then attention turned to the defence strategy. Maps of the changing 
deployment of the army at various stages of the war supported the presentation. In 1939 apparently 
850,000 men were called into service, a huge proportion of the adult male population. After the surrender 
of France in June 1940 the Germans put pressure on Switzerland to reduce the number of their troops 
on active service. As a result the army was reduced to 140,000 and stayed between this figure and 
200,000 until 1944-45 when it increased again.

David pointed out that in the initial year of mobilisation troops were involved in building defences. This 
aspect was illustrated with a set of postcards showing the various types of defences such as tank traps 
and bunkers. Mail from all types of units was displayed, including chemical warfare, communications 
including  pigeons,  artillery,  lake  naval  boats,  catering,  medical  services  and  the  airforce.  Many 
fascinating details were relayed about the airforce which was equipped with Messerschmitt fighters and 
shot down 11 German planes in May-June 1940. Allied planes were later shot down by anti-aircraft 
batteries.  All  this  information  and  much  more  was  woven  into  the  display  which  included  some 
outstanding items. Chairman Tony Hoyle gave the vote of thanks, commenting on the presentation and 
the wealth of detail provided.

STAMPEX AUTUMN 2013

Relevant information in the official catalogue of interest to collectors of Swiss material included:
National  ABPS Exhibits  (both  in  the Traditional  Philately  category)  -  Mr  Hugo Goeggel  'Switzerland 
(1843-1954)' – the display detailed the early cantonal issues of Zurich, Geneva and Basel followed by 
the development of the first Federal government issue including stamps of the transitional period; and 
Mr. Santiago Cruz 'SCADTA's first issues – A traditional approach to airmail stamps'. The purpose of the 
latter exhibit was described as "to develop the story of the first issues (1920-21) of SCADTA in Colombia 
via the stamps, their production, cancellations and uses on cover. The plating of the stamps is shown for 
the first time as part of the studies included in the exhibit". There were also SCADTA and Zeppelin-
related exhibits in the Aerophilately class. Dealers and Auction Houses represented included - AdvM&R 
Gunther (Switzerland) – Stamp Dealers and Auctioneers, Corinphila Auktionen AG and David Feldman 
Geneva.  Next year's Spring Stampex will be held on 19 th - 22nd February and Autumn Stampex on 17th - 
20th September, both at the Business Design Centre in Islington. Further information on the website – 
www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  Tel. 01273 594110.

             Werner  Gattiker 
For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
• Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.

• "Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

• Liechtenstein also available.
     Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 -  werner@swisstamps.co.u  k  
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