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Mail by Rail (from Gossau) -

Fred Hoadley

This 1870 cover addressed to Hamburg was posted at Gossau and carried on the St, Gallen-Zürich
TPO. Nothing unusual so far. However, the two-line handstamp intrigued me, as at first I couldn't make
out the text on the second line. So out came my copy of Andres & Emmenegger and I eventually
identified it in Group 36 as GOSSAU/ K St G, where it indicates varieties of the handstamp were used at
the Gossau sub-office, and also on board the TPO. An unusual straight-line handstamp and one I'm
pleased to have in my collection.

Specialist Study Groups
Are you interested in a specific aspect of Swiss Philately and would like to know more about it ? Do you
wish to converse with fellow members with like-interests ? Would you find it useful to know who to
contact over a specialist query about some aspect of Swiss philately? The Society’s Committee
proposes that by setting up specialist study groups we could provide a useful forum for members sharing
like interests.
Three members have already volunteered to act as a convenor/contact point of such groups:
'Postage Dues' – Bob Medland: Tel. 01761 452959 or 07702 537000 Email : hirundo@dsl.pipex.com
'Charities (Pro Patria/Juventute)' – Norton Wragg: Tel. 01625 613654 Email : norton.wragg@sky.com
'Railway post/TPOs' – Fred Hoadley: Tel. 01403 711987 Email : fred.hoadley@btinternet.com
If you wish to join any of these embryo groups, please contact Bob, Norton or Fred direct, ideally by
email - or by 'phone call if you do not use email. If you would like to join a group on another specialist
topic or offer yourself as a convenor please contact the Editor and he will try to put you in touch with
members interested in your topic or, if you agree, advertise your specialism in the Newsletter. We look
forward to hearing from you. (Editor)
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GOOD TO KNOW ! BY WERNER GATTIKER
Stamps from Miniature Sheets

In Switzerland it has always been permitted to use single stamps taken out of miniature sheets
separately. When printed albums were more popular than now, they provided spaces for most of these
singles torn or cut from miniature sheets, and such singles were much sought-after, more so perhaps
than nowadays.
However, it is still useful to know how to tell such miniature sheet stamps from their counterparts issued
in sheets, where that is possible. In most cases MS stamps differ in design, face-value, colour or
perforation from normal sheet-stamps, and usually the differences are very obvious. There are three
miniature sheets, where differences are much more subtle, or indeed absent, and it is sometimes
possible to find the much scarcer miniature sheet stamps among accumulations of normal sheet-printed
stamps.
The first Swiss miniature sheet, the NABA of 1934 (Zumstein W 1), contains four values of the new 1934
landscape series, and to all intents and purposes it is not possible to distinguish single stamps from the
NABA sheet from ordinary sheet-printed stamps (Z. 195, 196, 197, 198). For that reason MS stamps are
not catalogued separately, and quite rightly so. The situation changed with the 1936 Defence Fund / Pro
Patria miniature sheet (Zumstein W 8). Its stamps (Z. W5-W7) are printed on grilled granite paper with
blue and red fibres – middle illustration above, while the sheet stamps (Z. W2-W4), equal in size, colour
and perforation, were printed on ordinary granite paper with black and red fibres.
The stamps in the 1938 Aarau miniature sheet (Zumstein W 11) can be separated from the normal
stamps (Z. 215 and Air 22) as follows: The 20c Salvatore stamp (Z. W 9) is printed on granite paper (with
blue and red fibres) while the normal sheet stamps are on plain white paper. Also, the stamp from the
Aarau MS is less deeply engraved and appears paler than normal stamps. The 10c on 65c Airmail
surcharged stamp from the miniature sheet (Z. W 10) only measures 20½ mm high – above right, while
the normal sheet-printed stamps are 22 mm high (extent of the printed area) – above left. There are
other differences, but I have stated the most obvious.
REPORT OF THE NORTHERN GROUP MEETING IN MARCH 2013

DAVID HOPE

The March meeting of the Northern Group saw Phil Vaughan give his Chairman's Presentation. Phil
dealt with the subject of TPOs in the period from 1870 to around 1910 when the use of route numbers
came to an end. Phil dealt mainly with the variety of date stamps and handstamps related to TPO mail.
In the period 1870 to 1889 the date stamp was the double circle with large cross in circle at the base
with the route number either side of the cross. As usual there were exceptions and he showed route
numbers 6 and 7 following after Ambulant, instead of at the bottom. Another exception was an 1885
open bridge cancel with small cross at the bottom with large figure route number either side. There was
a variety of place of posting handstamps used on the mail. In the period 1889 to 1910 the number of
routes was reduced from over 60 to 32. However different routes often shared a route number so it is
necessary to check the train number against the published list of routes to find the right route. Cancels
were of the open bridge type with small cross and in different sizes. From 1903 the double circle with
small bridge and small cross became the standard format. Phil showed a variety of examples on cards
and covers from this period. He then showed examples of private railway TPOs. These included cancels
with the names of the start and finish points, with and without train number. The small bridge type with
route name at the top and Regional at the bottom and vice versa. Later cancels with the open bridge had
the start point at the top and the finish point at the bottom. Some examples showed point of posting
handstamps. Also shown were open bridge cancels with Ambulant at the top and route name at bottom.
Finally came an oblong boxed and square boxed Fribourg-Morat-Anet TPO and an example of the
'Einwurf Trogen-St Gallen' straightline cancel used on mail posted in the postbox attached to the power
car on this route. All in all a very fine presentation enjoyed by all present.
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SIXTY SIXTH HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2013
There follows a resumé of the Minutes of the AGM held in Worcester on 16 th April this year. Any
member requiring a full copy of the Minutes together with the Audited Accounts should contact the
Honorary Secretary who will be happy to send these either electronically or by post.
Under the Chairmanship of David Hope eighteen members were in attendance – four apologies for
absence received.
Deaths and resignations largely due to age related infirmities had been offset by an equal number
of new members (two residing in Switzerland) and total membership stood at 148 including twenty
subscribing members of the AHPS. For the second year running all new members had made initial
contact electronically, underlying the growing importance of the Website. Nevertheless there was
no substitute for personal campaigning!
Income had exceeded Expenditure by some £860 (£676 the previous year). The lower subscription
rate for those taking the Newsletter by e-mail being offset by lower distribution costs. Liability for
unclaimed London meeting costs was reduced under the “six year” rule. The Balance sheet shows
a healthy £6,725 in the General Fund (£5,864 the previous year). The Budget for 2013 allows for
providing benefits for all members with extra colour printing, a new Regional meeting and
additional funding of the Annual National Meeting.
With reduced numbers taking the Sales Packet there was no surplus income to report. After eight
years in post Richard Akers considered it time to stand down and it was anticipated that his
replacement as Packet Secretary would be announced shortly.
The transfer of the Library from Derrick Slate to Bob Medland had been successfully carried out
and, following reorganisation, it was proposed that material of little interest would be disposed of to
the membership. The considerable subsequent resources would then be regularly brought to the
attention of the membership.
Feed back was essential to ensure that, following a successful year, the Newsletter continued to
provide the membership with interesting material. Members were encouraged to provide articles of
all types. Editorial assistance was available if required.
A new section “Exhibits” had been added to the Website and the Webmaster was anxious that
members should, as in the case of the Newsletter, provide feed back as to how this “mirror” on the
Society could be improved.
Existing Officers and Committee members with the addition of Werner Gattiker were unanimously
elected en bloc.
Matters considered under Any Other Business included :
The Committee’s decision to offer Honorary Life membership to Derrick Slate in
consideration of his years of loyal service to the Society with particular reference to his period as
Society Librarian. This was warmly applauded.
The need to recruit replacements within the next twelve months for the posts of Honorary
Secretary and Publicity Officer.
Agreed that the Society would accept any philatelic trophies that members wished to
deposit on loan for safe keeping with a view to making them available for display at future Annual
National Meetings.
Market Harborough would be considered as a venue for the 2014 ANM with a return visit to
Harrogate a possibility. The desirability of holding these meetings on a Monday/Tuesday as
opposed to the weekend would be borne in mind, as would revision of the Meeting format.
The President paid tribute to the work carried out by the Chairman, Officers and Committee
members in achieving another successful Society year.
Acceptance of all the reports, together with the Accounts for 2012 and the Budget for 2013 were
formally proposed, seconded and unanimously carried.
Peter Vonwiller - Honorary Secretary.
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THE GRANITE PAPER SITTING HELVETIAS

KIT JARMAN

At the Annual Meeting, Kit gave a display of his collection of used 'Sitting Helvetias' on Plain and Granite
Paper. Whilst pursuing this quest, he has researched the subject in considerable depth. To help
explanation, he presented the members present with the short paper set out below which analyses the
issues printed on Granite Paper, including the first dates of issue and print numbers (in millions). It is
based on an examination of the information contained in the Zumstein and Amateur Collector
catalogues. It is reproduced here for your information.
SITTING HELVETIAS

Value

Zum

*

(1881)

(m)

D of I

Print

REPLACED BY
(m)
Zum

Print

(m)
Zum

Print

2c
44
3rd July
30
53
c. 2 &
58A
207.1
5c
45
23rd July
50
54
c. 5 &
60A
40.525
nd
10c
46
22 June
60
55
c. 4 &
61A
455.203
15c
47
1st Sept.
2.3
57
c. 2 &
63A
17.622
20c
48
11th Oct.
10
66A
46
25c
49
18th Oct.
15
67A
150
40c
50
12th Sept.
5
69A
27
50c
51
1st Oct.
2.25
70A
21
th
1 fr.
52
20 Sept.
1.3
71A
150
___________________________________________________________________________________
Notes and observations :
1. Z44 to Z52 were all withdrawn on 30th September 1883.
2. All the replacements were issued on 1st April 1882.
3. There is therefore an 18 month period of tandem availability.
4. Note the imbalance of total print runs of Z44 to Z46 (140m) on the one hand and those of Z47 to Z52
(35.85m) on the other. This is reflected in all catalogue prices.
5. The print runs of Z66A to Z71A are to be taken in conjunction with their respective B and C numbers.
6. The 3c value was not issued on granite paper.
7. The 12c value was first issued on 1st April 1882 (Z56 and Z62A).
8. Z46 has the longest period on sale: 2 years, 3 months and 8 days.
9. Z49 has the shortest period on sale: 1 year, 11 months and 12 days.
10. All catalogues reflect the imbalance of prices of mint and used stamps of Z44 to Z52 (including in the
former "Ausser Kurs" and "Specimen" overprints).
11. It is almost certain that all stamps bearing Controlmarks I and II (Sitting Helvetia, Cross and
Numerals, Standing Helvetia, 1900 UPU and Postage Due Z1 to Z21G) exist with that controlmark
impressed either on the obverse or on the reverse.
12. Further to the note on p. 18 of the Amateur Collector Catalogue 2000, beware also Lausanne circular
date stamps on Z44 to Z52.
13. In the light of the period of tandem availability (v. Note 3 supra.), the note on p. 74 of the Amateur
Collector Catalogue 2000 should perhaps be rewritten at section C). As it stands it reads "C)combination
frankings where two or more different stamps were used". For the sake of clarity, the following
amendment would be more accurate, regardless of the relative security (or lack of such) of such covers:
"C) combination frankings where two or more different stamps OF THE SAME ISSUE were used" and
"D) combination frankings where two or more different stamps OF DIFFERENT ISSUES were used".
Sources :
Zumstein Specialised Catalogue 1992
Zumstein Switzerland/Liechtenstein Catalogue 2008
Amateur Collector Catalogue 2000
Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter January 2013.

Kit Jarman
Worcester April 2013
Stirling October 2013

ROLL UP! ROLL UP!
Have you any Swiss philatelic items that you have in duplicate or otherwise wish to dispose of ? I am
always happy to publish members' non-commercial small-ads in the Newsletter, free of charge. All I need
is three or four lines of text. (Editor)
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CHARLES J. LaBLONDE, CPhH, FRPSL

This article was first published in the American Helvetia Philatelic Society's journal "Tell". We are grateful
to the Society and the author for allowing it to be reproduced in our newsletter.
Students of Swiss World War ll postal history know that for three days in December 1941 Swiss
outbound air mail to the USA was censored by the Germans. But this practice terminated as quickly as it
had started. Our objective here is to let the mail from the period explain this odd behaviour.
Up to 6th December 1941: With war swirling around them the Swiss PTT had only one objective – to
keep the mail moving as efficiently as possible. Despite the war Switzerland was doing substantial
business abroad. The USA, for its part, did not want its mail to be opened by the Axis and Switzerland
had established a well-functioning system to comply with USA desires, so long as the USA remained
neutral. True, the US mail did transit Germany, but the neutrality of the USA was respected and the mail
was not opened there.
Switzerland outbound air mail to the USA was collected, bagged and tagged at the Basel 2 post office.
This mail left Basel on the 05.04 train for the Zürich-Dübendorf Airport where it was loaded onto the
Swissair flight to Stuttgart and Berlin that departed every workday at 08.20.

The Lufthansa German airline operated a workday flight from Berlin to Lisbon, calling at Stuttgart,
Barcelona (where the aircraft remained overnight) and Madrid along the way. The northbound Swissair
flight arrived in Stuttgart at 10.05 and the southbound Lufthansa flight arrived there at 11.45. The mail
was transferred from Swissair to Lufthansa. Covers from 6 th December 1941 show that all was operating
normally.
7th December 1941 – This was Sunday and I have no letters postmarked on this day. Such would have
been odd but not impossible of course. There could have been mail marked at train stations, for
example. At the time of the attack in Hawaii it was already early evening in Switzerland.
8th December 1941 – The Monday morning flights as described above probably operated as normal.
There might have been rumours of the events in the Pacific, but perhaps not enough information yet to
alter the routine since the actual US declaration of war was still several days off. However, letters
postmarked later on this day begin to tell a different story.
Figure 1 above shows a letter of 8th December 1941 from the Zürich main post office to New York City,
correctly paid at 30 centimes basic postage + 140 centimes air mail surcharge (5-10 grams) = 170
centimes total. The large, black route marking, Basel 2, was unique to Zürich during the war. The reverse
of this letter exhibits German opening and resealing by the Frankfurt censor office (Code e). The other
censor opening (number 2014) was made later by the British in Bermuda. The letter was postmarked at
18.00 and sent to Basel. Early the next day it would have followed the usual route, except that in
Stuttgart, after it had been handed over to the Germans, it took a detour to the Frankfurt censor office
before continuing on its way to Lisbon.
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Figure 2 below shows an even more interesting (if slightly beat up) example because it was registered
and allows us to determine transit time. It was postmarked Zürich 17 Wipkingen at 19.00 on 8th
December 1941 and destined for Hollywood. The postage was 30 centimes for the basic letter + 30
centimes for registration + 70 centimes air mail surcharge (3 grams) = 130 centimes total. It too went to
Basel overnight and started its journey on the Tuesday early morning flight. It suffered the same fate in
Germany, with censorship in Frankfurt. The registration markings show us that it did not arrive in New
York until 24th February 1942. To add interest, it was examined by the US Censor who probably wanted
to see what the German censor had done!

9th December 1941 – The mail postmarked Tuesday and shipped early Wednesday looks the same as
the day before. But, possibly by now the Swiss were realising that something bad was happening.
10th December 1941 – This was a most interesting Wednesday – we see the first signs that things were
changing. A letter from the Zürich main post office, postmarked at 11.00, received the Frankfurt censor
treatment. A letter from the small town of Biasca (Ticino), postmarked at 10.00, did not, nor did a letter
postmarked 19.00 from Chêne-Bourg. May we
speculate that because these small towns were
farther from Basel than was Zürich, by the time
their mail reached Basel, Switzerland had made
the decision to change the routing? These two
letters made it through without German
censorship.
11th December 1941 & Onward – Air mail for the
USA was collected at the Geneva 2 post office and
sent by rail to Barcelona with the surface mail
(across Vichy France). At Barcelona the mail was
put onto the Iberia Airlines flight to Lisbon. So, no
Germans touched the mail. By 16th December
1941 the Swiss PTT has published a formal
change to the 1st December Postal Bulletin
specifying the new routing for mail to the west.
Good luck finding and identifying letters from this very small window when the effects of Pearl Harbor
were being felt half way around the world, in tiny Switzerland. To be complete, we should note the
inbound USA air mail from this time was also censored by the Germans for a very short period. See an
example in Figure 3. The inbound mail that was caught by the Germans in this very short window of
censorship is more complex to analyse than is the Swiss outbound mail, because of wartime vagaries in
overseas routes and exact airline schedules.
NATIONALEXHIBITION LABELS
ERIC LIENHARD
A correction to the report on the Southern Group's meeting in the May 2013 edition of the Newsletter
(Page 43). The number of labels in the 1914 National Exhibition set which was displayed at the meeting
was 16 not 37. There are indeed 7 different colours (plus shades) i.e. 7x16 = 112. Two firms produced
advertising labels - 6 labels for Seiden Grieder (note spelling) and 6 labels for Bally.

June 2013

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

Page 51

LAKE SEEALP – THE MYSTERY THICKENS !

ROSALIND RAGG

With reference to the Essay David Colman showed as Fig. 4 in the front-page article of
the May 2013 edition of the Newsletter. The illustration is a scan of a very similar item
which I have had for some time. It is rose-red on gummed paper showing the "Gotthard"
Mail Coach. I sent a scan of my stamp to David after the Meeting at Worcester and it is
thought they both came from the same dealer. Like David, I would be most interested to
know more.
CONTACTING YOUR SOCIETY'S OFFICERS
Are you taking full advantage of the Society's services ? Here are the latest contact details :
The Chairman, David Hope Tel. 0161 303 0091 Email : hope.david@yahoo.co.uk
The Secretary, Peter Vonwiller - see details in the heading on the first page of every newsletter. Email :
peter.vonwiller@btinternet.com
The Treasurer, Norton Wragg - Tel. 01625 613654

Email : norton.wragg@sky.com

Librarian, Bob Medland – Tel. 01761 452959 or 07702 537000 Email : hirundo@dsl.pipex.com
Webmaster, Fred Hoadley – Tel. 01403 711987 Email : fred.hoadley@btinternet.com
Publicity Officer, Adrian Keppel – Tel. 01557 500510 Email : rerrick@btopenworld.com
Newsletter Postal Distributor, Rosalind Ragg – Tel.01386 438276 Email: rosalind.ragg@btinternet.com
Newsletter Editor, Richard Donithorn - Email: katedonithorn@hotmail.com See also contact details in
the heading on the first page of every newsletter. Also distributes the electronic version of the Newsletter.
MEMBERS' DISPLAYS
Have you thought of going to see a specialist display of Swiss material. Several of our members offer the
opportunity to learn more about our hobby by giving presentations to local or specialist philatelic
societies. Here are a few events coming up shortly. If you live in the area, why not pop along and support
them? Don't forget to contact the Society in advance to let them know you are coming.
Norton Wragg
22nd July - Ferndown and West Moors Philatelic Society, “Pro Juventute 1912-1960” at The Day Centre,
Library Rd,Ferndown nr. Bournemouth BH22 9JP 7.45pm. Contact Email: wendybuckle@btinternet.com
Tuesday 1st October – Pinner P.S. “Switzerland, Pro Juventute” at the Methodist Church Hall, Love Lane,
Pinner, Middlesex at 7.45pm for 8.00pm. Contact : Richard Akers, 01604 863328.
David Hope
28th June - Stockport and East Cheshire P.S. “The Swiss Army 1939 - 1945” at Hazel Grove Civic Hall,
London Road, Hazel Grove, Stockport, SK7 4DF at 7.30pm. No need to inform anyone in advance.
Fred Hoadley
24th September – Fleet and North Hants PS. “Mail by Rail, the Story of the TPO Service in Switzerland”,
at Elvetham Heath Community Centre, Elvetham Heath, Fleet at 7.30pm. Contact:Tony Finlayson, 01252
682528.
17th October – Hastings P.S. “20th Century Swiss Philately” at the John Taplin Centre, Upper Maze Hill,
St Leonards on Sea at 7.15pm. Contact: Tony Calton, 01424 434496.
19th November - Wallington & Carshalton PS, “Mail by Rail, the Story of the TPO Service in Switzerland”,
at The Guide Hall, Wallington Green at 2.00pm. Contact: Brian Asquith, 0208 643 3926.
If any other members are giving displays, please provide the Editor with the details and we can spread
the word in the Newsletter – particularly if you live in Scotland, Wales or other areas not covered in this
article.
___________________________________________________________________________________

Werner Gattiker

SwiSStampS

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History

•
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 - 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections and lots, literature, etc.
Liechtenstein also available.

Werner Gattiker, PO Box 791, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 – werner@swisstamps.co.uk
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FORTHCOMING PHILATELIC EVENTS
Thematix '13 - 12th/13th July 2013; Midpex 6th July 2013 – details in last month's Newsletter.
The South of England Stamp Fair (the Association of Sussex Philatelic Societies' Autumn Convention) –
will take place on Saturday 12th October 2013 at the South of England Showground in Ardingly, West
Sussex. The entries for the BTA's Fosbery Trophy and the BTA Cup will be displayed at the event – see
BTA information in the HPS Newsletter in May 2013 (Page 43). Details on the website –
www.sussexphilately.org.uk/South_of_England_Stamp_Fair.php
London 2015 stamp exhibition will run from 13 th - 16th May at the Business Design Centre, Islington. This
is a FEPA European stamp exhibition and is expected to have 1,400 exhibition frames.
The next Annual Conventions of the American Helvetia Philatelic Society will take place in Indianapolis,
Indiana at INDYPEX in September 2014 and in New Jersey at NOJEX in 2015.
A FRESH LOOK AT NATIONAL DAY
I recently had the opportunity to thumb through the wonderful new 'catalogue' of Pro Patria stamps,
cards and related items: "Bundesfeierkarten – Idee und Wirkung" (National Day Postcards – Idea and
Impact) by Guido A. Zäch. As the article in Swiss Post's "Focus on Stamps"(2/2013) points out, the story
of Pro Patria and National Day celebrations are an important element of Swiss solidarity and social
history in general. How ever great your knowledge of Pro Patria matters, I am sure you will find cards,
medals and other commemorative items in the book that you never knew existed. With 552 pages and
1,650 illustrations this beautifully produced volume is a credit to the Swiss publishing industry. We are
lucky enough to have a copy in our Library for members to borrow. It is also available from Swiss Post
price CHF 48 plus postage. (Editor)
REGIONAL GROUPS' MEETING DATES
Northern Group – The syllabus for the 2013/14 Season was decided at the AGM and details will be
published in a future newsletter. All meetings take place at Corporation Mill, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire
commencing at 2.00.pm. Further details from David Hope Tel. 0161 303 0091.
Southern Group - Saturday 8th June 2013 "Public Health Documentation and Disinfected Mail" – guest
speaker V. Denis Vandervelde. Afternoon session "Something beginning with A, B or C" - all members
are welcome to bring material for display. Details of future meetings including that on 5 th October 2013
("The Swiss Postal Coach Service" and "A Transport Theme", the latter for all members) were set out in
the April 2013 Newsletter P. 35. All meetings take place at the Cricketfield House Hotel, Wilton Road,
Salisbury, Wiltshire commencing at 10.30.am. Further details from Fred Hoadley Tel. 01403 711987.
NEW MEMBER
A warm welcome is extended to our latest new member, Mr. Brian Cowen who lives in Lancashire. We
hope he takes full advantage of all the services and events the Society has to offer.
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