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MAIL BY RAIL: ROUTE 20 OR 25?

FRED HOADLEY

This 1899 postcard from Chiasso has just found its way into my collection and immediately presented
me with a little challenge. Addressed to Herisau in Canton Appenzell, and posted on board Train 58 at
Chiasso, the TPO staff applied the CHIASSO s/ handstamp (AW 43C/162) and cancelled the card with
the Ambulant 25 circular date-stamp (cds).
Nothing strange about that you might think, and neither did I until I checked the schedules for 1899 and
discovered that Train 58 is not recorded for Ambulant 25 during the summer period 1 st June - 30th
October. At the time, Ambulant 25 operated the TPO routes centred round the Zürich, Sargans, St.Gallen
area, and it’s unlikely that an item of mail from Chiasso would have found its way onto any of these
trains.
However, for the same summer period, there is a Train 58 operating the route Milano-Basel, recorded
under Ambulant 20, which of course makes sense as mail from Chiasso would have been carried on
trains heading to/from Milan.
One explanation for this anomaly: the metal slug for Ambulant No.25 had accidently been inserted into
the canceller instead of the slug for Ambulant 20, and nobody had spotted it. Just shows, many things
are not as they seem!
MEMBERS' DISPLAYS - I mentioned in the June edition of the Newsletter (Page 51) that several of our
members give occasional Swiss displays to local philatelic societies. They would welcome your support
if you live nearby and I'm sure you would have an enjoyable evening and learn a little more about the
hobby at the same time. Fred Hoadley is booked for three events in the Autumn (see previous article)
and Norton Wragg and Kit Jarman will also be 'on stage' shortly – more details next time (Editor).
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"Peace" is my theme – Part One by Grace Davies
Editor’s Note: Grace says that in the years since she started her Peace collection, with no-one to guide
her, it has grown in a very random way which now shows in the individuality of her displays. Grace
shows regularly to clubs and for some years has competed at club, county and national levels. A ‘oneframer’, this year she is planning a two-frame entry for the British Thematic Cup which will be exhibited
at Ardingly, West Sussex in October. Grace is Competitions Officer for the Association of Sussex P.S's.
Peace is a broad subject and I asked Grace to contribute a ‘Swiss orientated’ article for our Newsletter.

Red Cross Peace Stamp. 1870 Swiss Free Mail used by internees in Switzerland during the Franco Prussian War.

Introduction – How it Began
For most of us, it is always interesting to learn how and why collections start.
In my case, it was by chance. In 1985 I had joined a stamp club for my son,
who was too young to join in his own right, and at a club auction I suddenly
heard our auctioneer, Werner Gattiker, offer the New Zealand “Peace” set
(left). My response to the word “Peace” was Pavlovian because I had been
brought up in a pacifist family and my hand shot up with the bidding card. So I
did not start with Switzerland, but that came soon after.
Gradually I developed the idea of collecting myself on the theme of “Peace”, keeping various
inexpensive items I acquired from my son’s packets in the back of his album; one day I found a stamp
shop in Brighton and became an occasional customer there. And then it happened! The dealer phoned
me to say he had something of interest and to bring my cheque book; when
I got there I had to wait while he went to the safe and I nearly ran away. But
when he produced the beautiful Swiss “Peace” set, mint, I knew I had to
have it. The £40 I paid was a lot of money for me then so I bought my own
stamp album and ‘got serious’. I also acquired the complete set used but
that took me time; I bought the hardest to find, the 5 franc, in Budapest
many years later (right).
Post War Isssues
“Peace” is a broad subject and it is not surprising that Swiss material features in many, if not most,
sections. Let us start where I usually begin my displays, with post-war material.

In 1919, after World War l, there had been a Swiss
three stamp peace issue called “Peace
Celebrations” (above), the 7½c stamp was
imprinted that August on National Fête letter cards
here shown (right) postally used.
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At the end of World War ll the Swiss post office (PTT) was ready for VE Day on 8th May 1945 and
issued its “Peace” set on the 9th May. The illustration below (top left) shows the special cachet for the first
day of the end of hostilities.

Conferences
After wars there are always conferences and treaties, in the case of the two world wars most were in
France. However, the final of a series of post WW1 conferences was at Lausanne in 1923. It met from
22nd November to 23rd February then re-convened in April leading to a successful treaty with Turkey on
25th July. The Turks were delighted and issued a set of stamps in 1924, showing Ataturk, to celebrate the
Lausanne Treaty which came into force in 1929. Two different special postmarks, numbered 1 and 2,
were used for two sessions of the Conference – above (bottom left).
Two other important conferences in Switzerland were at Locarno in 1925 to guarantee German, French
and Belgian borders and the 1932 Geneva Disarmament Conference. The latter failed in its purpose but
produced a fine set of stamps. The lively cover from the Swiss Delegation (above right) was posted from
the Conference, registered and express with a full set of stamps and special conference cancels and Rlabel. No doubt the addressee in Berne was a collector!
When I considered the problems caused by wars I wondered about efforts to prevent war and this
seemed to fall into three-parts. The Peace Movement, The League of Nations and the United Nations all
include Swiss material.
a) The Peace Movement

The Peace Movement really began to take shape internationally in the 19th century. Many individuals
and organisations worked to prevent war and as they came together 33 Universal Peace Congresses
were held between 1889 and 1939. Two were held in Geneva; in 1912 the Swiss post office issued
postal stationery which it overprinted in 1926. The two illustrations above show both sides of the
commemorative postcard.
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An important development came out of the 1890 and 1891
congresses: the formation of the International Peace Bureau, Berne,
which gave the peace movement a status that it had not had before.
The Bureau was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1911 but it was
unable to prevent WW1 and turned its efforts to humanitarian work
until it was officially disbanded in 1959. The illustration (right) shows
an official Bureau cover from Rome to Berne with censor mark.
b) The League of Nations
During the First World War many people were working to find a way
of preventing such a horror again, most notably perhaps Woodrow Wilson, President of the USA. He
proposed bringing nations together as a way of ensuring peace and his idea came to reality in the
Versailles Treaty on 28th June 1919 with the formation of the League of Nations. Typically, Switzerland
held a referendum before joining the League on 8 th March 1920. The image (below left) shows a
Referendum publicity card asking for a 'yes' vote. The USA did not join.

The President of the League of Nations between 1936 and 1937 was Carlos Saveedra Lamas,
Argentinian academic, diplomat and politician. He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1936. The
cover (above right) is addressed to him from France in 1937.
From 1922 until 1939 the Swiss Post office issued stamps overprinted ‘Societé de Nations’ for use by
League officials only. The illustrations below show examples from 1928/30 and 1939.

The League of Nations held many conferences and exhibitions and formed subsidiary organisations to
carry out its work. However, it was unable to prevent World War ll.
c) The United Nations
As in WW l, during World War ll, world leaders met to make post-war plans. The
United Nations was a new name for the earlier idea, that if nations formed a
union they would not fight each other. The first meeting was held in San
Francisco on 25th April 1945 to
draw up its charter, completed in
June (left).
The HQ of the United Nations is in New York but its main
European office is in Geneva, in the former home of the
League of Nations, the Palais des Nations (right).
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The European office issued its own stamps and postal stationery from 1969 – see illustration above
(left). There was also an office in Vienna which issued its own stamps from 1979. From then on many of
the UN stamps were produced in New York, Geneva and Vienna simultaneously, as was the stamp
which commemorates the 50th anniversary of the United Nations (above right).
This is a good place to stop. Part Two will move away from war related subjects and look at Swiss Hotels
with the name of Peace and Swiss Nobel Peace Laureates. Until next time . . . Enjoy . . ..
GOOD TO KNOW ! BY WERNER GATTIKER
The Different Types of the 1936/48 Landscape Definitives

Type l

Type ll

Types l and ll

Type lll

Type l

Type ll

All the catalogues tell us about the two types (original and re-drawn, or Types I and II) of the original 10c
and 20c values of this issue. But did you know that the 10c value exists in THREE different types? The
main difference between Type I and Type II is the absence (Type I) or presence (Type II) of two diagonal
shading lines inside the figure “0” of “10”. But when in 1942 the colour of this value changed from purple
to brown, Type III was introduced which has only one diagonal shading line inside the figure “0”. But
even more obvious is the re-drawing of the background mountain (Dents du Midi) whose peaks are now
1mm distant from the top frame line in this new Type III, whilst in Types I and II they almost touch the
frame line. Type III was also used for the 1943 orange-brown and the 1948 green 10c values.
The 20c Gotthard Railway stamp in Type I appears often paler than the re-engraved Type II. There are
several subtle differences between the types, such as the arrangement of the blocks of the tunnel
entrance, the kerb-stones and others. To my mind the most obvious and clear distinguishing sign is the
kerb-stone seen in the upper right corner of the overhead gantry (see illustration). In Type I this kerbstone does not touch the gantry’s cross-bar, whilst in Type II it touches. Another sign is the single
shading-line on the inside of the road’s hairpin bend: in Type I it falls from left to right, in Type II it rises
from left to right.
ROLL UP! ROLL UP!
Several members have responded to the note: “Roll Up! Roll
Up!” in the June edition of the Newsletter (Page 48) - an offer to
publish members' non-commercial small-ads free of charge. Kit
Jarman has written to say he has a duplicate certified example
of Zumstein Airmail No. 1 for sale. Kit believes that the basis for
discussion on its value must be Werner Gattiker's ”Switzerland Standard Price List 1850-2012 (issue 10/2012 Version 3)” in
which this item is catalogued at £850 (cf SG Part 8 (2010)
valuation of £1,600 !). Serious enquiries via the Editor please.
Eric Lienhard has a 1939 Day of Stamp card Italian version (cat.
SFr. 100.-) for sale. Price £40 (see illustration) and Peter Hobbs
still has some items in his 'Old Oak Chest'. Give him a ring to
find out if he still has anything left that you might be interested in – Telephone – 01225 31 09 71.
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BOB MEDLAND

Approximately 20 members and guests were very privileged to enjoy a remarkable presentation by
Denis Vandervelde on the subject of ‘Public Health Documentation and Disinfected Mail’. An introductory
article on the subject by Mr. Vandervelde was published in our Newsletter in October 2012 (Page 78).
The subject matter, quality of display material and knowledge of the speaker were nothing short of
extraordinary, Denis being a leading authority on the subject. Covering not just Switzerland but Western
Europe generally, the display started with original early items of correspondence, from as far back as the
late 1500s, in the form of ‘health passports’. These documents, signed and sealed by appropriate
authorities, confirmed that the place of origin was free of plague, thus providing a ‘laissez passer’ whilst
on transit and an assurance for the officials at the destination and the addressee. To confirm authenticity,
from the early 1700s many cities issued health passports in printed form. The risk of spreading plague
was the primary concern over the transfer mail until the end of the 17th century but, by the 19th century,
that concern turned towards yellow fever following outbreaks in Spain, Italy and France. The perceived
risk of spreading infection by items of mail required notional disinfection of items by various means, the
most popular being to soak the item in vinegar fumes and then bake it. It was interesting to learn that the
only disease capable of being spread by dry paper is smallpox but its spores are easily destroyed by the
simple process of pressing the paper with a hot iron.
Parts of the display pertinent to Swiss philately included a 1738 document sent from Zürich to Italy and,
more recently, items relating to outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease 1919-21, mainly in Canton Bern.
The police enforced strict controls over postal collection/deliveries around infected locations including
Rapperswil and Fraubrunnen, both in Canton Bern. Items of mail from the areas were treated and struck
with handstamps ‘Desinfiziert’. Finally, the display included items of mail sent from military quarantine
camps in Central Europe in order to contain the spread of smallpox; such camps included Frauenfeld
and Wallenstadt where mail was disinfected and struck with hand-stamps ‘Desinfiziert’ or
‘Quarantainestation’.
Denis Vandervelde is the founder of the Disinfected Mail Study Circle and editor of its excellent journal
‘Pratique’. Volume 35(2) of the journal includes a lengthy and abundantly illustrated article ‘Swiss
Disinfection in the Foot and Mouth Epidemic, 1919-21 by Reinhard Stutz (translated by Robert
Wightman, a member of our society). A copy of this journal has been acquired for the society’s library
and is available for borrowing. A similar article appeared in three issues of the American HPS journal
‘Tell’ in 2012, copies of these are are held in the library.
The second part of the day provided for members’ displays on subjects of choice beginning with the
letters A, B or C. At least ten members introduced displays on the themes of Bundesfeier cards, castles,
culture, cantonal costumes, customs cancels, chargé and - perhaps the most unusual subject – ‘Briefli’
or ladies’ cards, these being small picture postcards. Fine weather and the chance to enjoy a buffet
lunch in the secluded gardens of the Cricket Field Hotel provided the ideal setting for another very
enjoyable meeting.
FORTHCOMING SOCIETY MEETINGS
Northern Group: 13th September: 'New Acquisitions/Members' Choice' – All Members ; 12 th October:
'The Swiss Army 1939-1945' – David Hope. All meetings take place at Corporation Mill, Sowerby Bridge,
Yorkshire commencing at 2.00pm. Further details from David Hope Tel. 0161 3030091.
Southern Group: 5th October: 'The Swiss Postal Coach Service' – David Hope and in the afternoon 'A
Transport Theme – Trains, Boats and Planes' - All Members ; Saturday 22 nd February 2014: 'Mixed
Franking' (i.e. any item of mail with stamps of different value or different design) – All Members. All
meetings take place at the Cricketfield House Hotel, Wilton Road, Salisbury, Wiltshire commencing at
10.30am. Further details from Fred Hoadley Tel. 01403 711987.
A CRUMB OF COMFORT - ATLANTIS
Do you ever wonder why you chose a collecting subject where the items proved difficult to come by or
prohibitively expensive and background literature was minimal. You can easily reach an impasse and
revert to a more 'run of the mill' collecting area. If, however, you are looking for inspiration to persevere
help is at hand. It was reported in the recent edition of the American Philatelic Literature Review (2 nd
Quarter 2013 Page 113) that in the Literature Palmares of the APS Stamp Show in 2012 a Silver Medal
was awarded to Wolfgang Baldus for his 'Postage Stampsof the Principality of Atlantis' ! (Editor)
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Dr. JEAN ALEXANDER FRPSL

The card illustrated above was sent to me by Douglas Muir and Michael Rutherfoord with an unknown
waterfall. I think the picture of the waterfall must have been one from the Swiss Post Office range which
was available when ordering the postcard. I would be very grateful if one of your members could help me
identify the name and location of the waterfall.
SWISS TRIAL PRINTS
Derrick Slate's personal labour of love on 'Swiss Trial Prints' was first published and made available to
our members some years ago. Over the last year Derrick has been working with AHPS members
Richard Hall and John Larson to update and refine the document which is a comprehensive catalogue of
these fascinating, philatelic items. The AHPS's Webmaster, Bruce Marsden, has now mounted the Trial
Prints Catalogue on the AHPS Website. Go to www.swiss-stamps.org. Set out below is the AHPS's
official announcement of the availability of the new electronic edition:
“The American Helvetia Philatelic Society is proud to announce the availability of a new 135-page
catalogue called 'Swiss Trial Prints'. Originally published on paper by Derrick M. Slate of the UK in May
1994, this 6th edition is now accessible in electronic form on the Philatelic Resources page of the
website of the AHPS, http://www.swiss-stamps.us. This latest edition was created with the help of AHPS
member, John L. Larson, and the electronic edition was produced by AHPS Secretary and Librarian,
Richard T. Hall.
Swiss trial prints are not postage stamps, but are produced using the same equipment as postage
stamps. They are used to verify the correct assembly or overhaul of printing equipment, or to experiment
with new materials such as paper types, ink colours, or with other production capabilities. The special
printing cylinders that produce trial prints show the many possibilities of engraving and design.
Essentially every known Swiss trial print is illustrated in the catalogue using high-resolution, 600 dpi
images.
The Swiss Trial Prints catalogue covers those trial prints produced by the P.T.T. (Post, Telegraphs and
Telephone - Swiss Post Printing Works) starting in 1935, and all Swiss trial prints produced by the
private company, Helio Courvoisier S.A. for the Swiss Post. For the first time, in the 6th edition, an
evaluation of value is given for each trial print. An extensive Appendix follows the main section of the
catalogue, and exhibits, for example, large blocks or full sheets of most trial prints; the many different
folders, and their contents, that were used to distribute Swiss trial prints; and some selected trial prints
produced in Switzerland by WIFAG for foreign governments who were interested in purchasing their
printing presses. A list of references is included for further study.
If you have comments, corrections, new discoveries, or additional information on trial prints produced in
Switzerland, please send an email to Derrickslate@googlemail.com.”
THE SOCIETY'S WEBSITE
Keep your eye on the Society's website - www.swiss-philately.co.uk – your Webmaster, Fred Hoadley, is
always working to improve it and add new material. He is always interested in your views.
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SPECIALIST STUDY GROUPS

EDITOR

You may have read in the June edition of the HPS Newsletter that we are currently setting up Specialist
Study Groups for selected philatelic subjects. So far we have identified “Postage Dues”, “Charity Stamps
and Cards (Pro Patria/Pro Juventute)”, and “Railway Post/TPOs”. Other subject groups may well evolve
in the future.
Many collectors today seem to be more relaxed about sharing their knowledge and experiences with
others. This is borne out by the very encouraging reaction to the idea so far. Fred Hoadley reports that
already he has eight members in the 'Railway Post/TPOs Study Group'; Bob Medland has four members
in the 'Postage Dues' group and Norton Wragg has three members in the 'Charity Stamps and Cards'
group.
If any other HPS members wish to join the Study Groups the contact details of the convenors are :
'Postage Dues' – Bob Medland: Tel. 01761 452959 or 07702 537000 Email : hirundo@dsl.pipex.com
'Charities (Pro Patria/Juventute)' – Norton Wragg: Tel. 01625 613654 Email : norton.wragg@sky.com
'Railway Post/TPOs' – Fred Hoadley: Tel. 01403 711987 Email : fred.hoadley@btinternet.com
If you are interested in setting up a Study Group on your specialist collecting subject, please contact the
Newsletter Editor who will be happy to publicise your proposal and your contact details in a future edition
of the Newsletter.
On the initiative of Fred Hoadley, the Study Group convenors have invited members of the American
HPS to join any of the groups they might be interested in. They hope that pooling the resources and
knowledge of the two societies will be to the mutual benefit of all who enjoy collecting and researching
specialist subjects.
These are exciting times for the Society – hopefully this initiative will galvanise not only fresh interest in
the chosen subjects but also provide the opportunity for much greater social interaction between our
members, both home and abroad. The days of lone collecting may be over – presumably, for most of
you, that is why you joined the Society.
SWISS EVENTS
Are you planning a trip to Switzerland later in the year? Why not combine it with a visit to a philatelic
event? Here are some you might consider:
The National Stufe–2 Exhibition, GLABRA 2013, takes place at the Lintharena in Näfels from 13th to 15th
September – details on the website – www.glabra2013.ch
The 32nd Exposition de l'Étente Philatelie Valais/Haut Léman will be held at the Hotel de Ville in Sierre
from 12th to 13th October. E-mail address – Kommissar J.P.Wyss: impwyss@tvs2net.ch
The National Stufe-lll Exhibition, AARPHILA13, -TdB zum Jubiläum "125 Jahre Verein für
Briefmarkenkunde Aarau" in Aarau from 13th to 15th December. Contact postal address – aarphila13,
Postfach 2244, 5001 Aarau, Schweiz.

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.

"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.
• Liechtenstein also available.
Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 - werner@swisstamps.co.uk
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