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THE MYSTERIES OF THE UNIDENTIFIED WATERFALL AND AARAU B+B

ERIC LIENHARD

Harking back to the waterfall question in the August edition of the Newsletter (HPSN p. 67), it struck me
that the mountain in the background might be the Wetterhorn from the opposite side of the usual view
from Grindelwald – see illustration from postcard above.
In response to the Aarau cancellation query on the front page of the September edition. Even 'though
Elzevir cancels are one of my special interests, I must confess that I have not particularly thought to
decipher B+B. In the survey Aarau B+B was used from 31. VII. 66. to 17. VIII. 70. Curiously Aarau BR +
EX was used from 2. VII. 66. to 18. I. 70. so I cannot be sure if they had a different function. The german
language towns used BR+EX or BR+DI, the french speaking towns LET+EX, LET+EXP or LET+DIS.
BR = Brief, EX/EXP = Expedition, DI/DIS = Distribution, Bienne has a LET+LET (why the second LET?)
and Luzern has a FAH+AUF = Fahrpost Aufgabe. My initial guess for Aarau was B+B Briefpost
Briefaufgabe, or possibly Bureau. Briefaufgabe means the same as Expedition. However, as there were
two Aarau postmarks over the same period I was unsure. I emailed Pierre Guinand, the co-ordinator of
the Elzevier register who is very knowledgeable about postmarks. He did not know the answer, insofar
that he has not seen any written information. He thinks it stands for 'Bahnhof Bureau' (Railway Office) as
there were two offices in Aarau at the time. This seems the most likely answer.
THE SOCIETY SECRETARY

PETER VONWILLER

Two years ago, after ten years in post, I believed it was high time to stand down to be replaced by
someone who would bring a fresh approach to the task of moving the Society forward. Now, after twelve
years and with some health problems, I am absolutely certain that this change should take place. So I
am delighted to announce that I will be passing on responsibility in the next few months to our long
established and well-known member Neville Nelder living in Stroud. I am convinced that Neville will bring
not only professionalism to the task but a “breath of fresh air” to the Society’s activities. A qualified Civil
Engineer Neville spent much of his working life at County Council level. Subsequently he has held office
as Chairman of the oldest known Canal Company. His philatelic interests, as a result of family
connections, now centre on the Jura region. A future Newsletter will contain an announcement
confirming Neville’s co-option to the Committee and the date of his appointment as Society Secretary
when, I am sure, that he will receive huge support from the Committee and the membership at large.
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"Peace" is my theme – Part Two by Grace Davies
Peace as a Name – Hotels
I had the idea of collecting ‘Peace as a Name’ when I acquired an envelope covered with stamps of the
Peace Bridge between US and Canada. Then one day I was walking along a side street in France and
saw a hotel sign: 'Hotel de la Paix'. I wondered if there were many hotels of that name. Well, there are
quite a few and I have a nice little section on Hotels. Most, but not all, were built around the turn of the
century and are rather grand.
As a start I wrote to four Swiss hotels listed in a 1930s Baedeker. Very soon I had two returned to me as
undeliverable - clearly the hotels no longer existed in Sion and Martigny-Ville – and the letter addressed
to Bern was helpfully forwarded to Interlaken. The letter to Hotel de la Paix in Geneva reached its
destination; built in 1865 as the Grand Hotel de la Paix, today it is a five star hotel. Below: Returned
letter and Lithograph, 1900 – 1905.

As well as Geneva, in Switzerland I can illustrate the following:
Interlaken – a kosher hotel owned by the same family since 1947.
Lausanne (1910) – a new street later called Rue de la Paix and the hotel on the corner were built
to accommodate increasing travellers. This gorgeous stationery has the same illustrations on the
reverse of the registered envelope in which the letter came. Above left.
Lugano (1905) – extension of an 18th century villa. In 1926 a visitor writing home to Newcastle
said “this hotel is real poche (sic), H & C water running in every room. It is perfectly gorgeous”.
Above right.
In Rome in 1909 there was a 'Hotel de la Paix & Helvetia'. So far I cannot find out anything about it. Any
ideas, anyone?
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Nobel Peace Laureates
There are not as many Swiss peace laureates as one might expect. Of the
seven I have identified four relate to the Red Cross. Here they are:
1901 – Henri Dunant, founder of the Red Cross was the first recipient of this
prestigious prize but had to share it with the French peace activist, Frederic
Passy. This was because many said that the Red Cross ‘did not promote
peace, rather it humanised the face of war’. Something to think about!
1902 – E. Ducommun and C. Gobat, professionals, politicians and peace activists
1910 – International Peace Bureau, Berne. The award would have raised its profile greatly.
1917 and 1944 – International Committee of the Red Cross. The peace award was suspended
during both world wars except for the Red Cross; as well as raising its profile at a time of great
need it would have brought very welcome funds. As well as the prize money, many countries
added Red Cross surcharges to their stamps. By WW2 the ICRC had many schemes in place,
such as its parcel service.

1963 – International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross societies. This
coincided with the centenary of the Red Cross, when most countries issued commemorative
stamps.
1969 – The International Labour Bureau, a successful part of the League of Nations which was
taken over by the United Nations. The award came on the 50th anniversary of its founding in
1919 . It produced its own stamps through the Swiss post office , by statute in Geneva, for its own
use only from 1923 until 1952.
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And Finally – The Basel Dove
I bought this for my section on Symbols of Peace but of course this is not really
any such thing! The original Basel cantonal issue in 1845 describes the bird as
‘colombe’ which means pigeon or dove and relates to the early postal service.
But I love this mini-sheet with its little white bird and its usual name. So as a
true collector I found a reason to buy it. I am about to embark on a new
competition entry called ‘The Dove and the Olive Branch - Symbols of Hope
and Peace’. The Basel Dove is carrying a letter; surely this can represent at
least Hope.
So from this little dove and me: Happy days and happy collecting.
THE PACKET SECRETARY

PETER VONWILLER

After some eight years receiving, distributing and accounting for literally thousands of items Richard
Akers is handing over to Alison Kilpatrick as the Society’s Packet Secretary on 5th October this year.
Those members who buy and sell via the Sales Packets will be only too aware of the time consuming
and meticulous dedication that Richard has rendered to the Society. Not only have those members
benefited from Richard’s labours but also the Society’s finances have of course year on year profited
from the numerous transactions. In expressing our thanks, we are delighted that Richard will be
remaining on the Society’s Committee. In welcoming Alison to this important position we can be
confident that she will maintain the high standards set by her predecessors. All communications
concerning the Sales Packet should be made as of 1st October to Alison Kilpatrick Flat 2, 1 Penn Hill,
Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1SF. Telephone Number (after 7.00 p.m.) 07896 585670 e-mail address
akilpatrick8@gmail.com
AMERICAN HPS NEWS
This year the Society mounted a display table and distributed literature at the Swiss Benevolent Society
of New York's Swiss National Day festivities. To attract new members they provided 'thousands of Swiss
stamps which were freely available to the children and youth attending' – food for thought for us?
A new feature of the Society's Website is entitled 'Research Resource' and currently includes articles on
'The Kocher Stamp', 'Trial Prints', 'Civilian Internment Camp Mail 1940-46', 'The 1941 Bern Anniversary
Stamp Plating' and two slide show presentations by Harlan Stone on 'Swiss Postal Stationery' and 'A
Swiss Panorama' – take a look when you have a spare moment (or two!) - www.swiss-stamps.org. On
the Website's home page you will find an interactive version of their colourful introduction to Swiss
philately – 'Swiss Stamps – Something for Everyone'.
Their distinguished Past President, Harlan F. Stone's collections of Sitting Helvetia, Postage Dues and
Postal Stationery will be offered for sale through David Feldman in a series of auctions from 2013 to
2015. Further details from their Geneva office Tel. +41 22 727 07 77 Website www.davidfeldman.com.
Among the facts I picked up from the September issue of 'Tell' was that Swiss Post's 'Urgent Service' fee
is for the provision of counter service after normal post office opening hours. The 'Express Service' fee
guarantees prompt delivery of an item outside the normal delivery schedule.
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FRED HOADLEY

Over the years, many articles have been written in the Newsletter about mail carried by the travelling
post offices operating on the railways during the late 19th and early 20th century. This, of course, is the
period when the so-called “nameless” cancellers were in use, i.e. cancellers inscribed “AMBULANT” or
“BAHNPOST”, together with a route number at the base and a train number to the right of the date
bridge (see examples below):

The difficulty for Swiss collectors researching items of mail, bearing this type of cancel, has always been
how to identify the route travelled. One solution is to have access to the TPO Schedules that existed at
the time; bearing in mind that the designated routes often changed when the following year’s schedules
were released, and to complicate matters even further, the schedules were revised and re-printed twice
a year - winter and summer!
Some years ago I acquired copies of the TPO Schedules for the period August 1889 to April 1910 (a
copy is also available in the Society’s Library), and found the information contained within these
documents of great value when preparing my ‘Mail by Rail’ collection.
However, the contents of these schedules can prove difficult to understand when researching train
routes for this period. So, over the last year I’ve gradually built up a database, in the form of an Excel
spreadsheet, detailing all the numbered routes between the dates described above.
The work is by no means complete. My next project is to expand the contents to
include route information from 1857, when the first TPO was introduced, through to
July 1889; and, secondly, include the more recent schedule details from May 1910,
when the so-called ‘anonymous’ cancellers (train number only) were in use (see
example left).
To accomplish this I need all the help I can get. So, if anyone has information that would help me
enhance this reference database even further, I would be most grateful.
Information stored in the database includes: the Ambulant No.(1-40), Line designator (a-z), Route (name
of the actual route covered by each TPO), Train No(s)., and Distance (for each route, in kilometres). An
extract from part of the database is shown on the next page (note: ‘To’ and ‘From’ dates for each entry
are also stored in the database but not shown here).
An electronic copy of the completed database has been sent to all members of the TPO Study Group,
and is also available, on request, to other members of the Society. Please contact me at
fred.hoadley@btinternet.com if you would like to receive a copy.
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TPO SCHEDULE 1st August 1889 - 14th October 1889
Route
Train No.
Culoz – Genève – Culoz
241, 258
Genève – Culoz – Genève
250, 255

Km.
134
134

2.
2.
2.
2.
2.
2.

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

Genève – Delémont – Lausanne
Lausanne – Delémont – Genève
Lausanne – Basel
Basel – St. Maurice – Lausanne
Biel – Genève – Biel
Biel – Basel – Biel

3, 67, 76
63, 72, 16
71
68, 49, 52
64, 6, 13, 7
61, 81, 86

370
370
193
296
327
180

3.
3.
3.
3.

a)
b)
c)
d)

Genève – Bern – Basel
Basel – Bern – Genève
Genève – Bern – Basel BB
Basel BB – Bern -Genève

9, 25, 10a
3a, 18, 10
25, 17, 4, 6B
9B, 11, 28, 24

265
265
270
270

4.
4.

a)
b)

Lausanne – Genève – Lausanne
Bern – Genève – Bern

2, 21
6, 15

121
316

5.
5.
5.

a)
b)
c)

Genève – Bern – Romanshorn
Romanshorn – Bern – Genève
Genève – Bern – Romanshorn – Zürich

REPORT ON THE NORTHERN GROUP'S MEETING

5, 23, 13a, 3
4, 4a, 20, 12
25, 17, 7a, 7, 18

371
371
453

DAVID HOPE

The Northern Group began the new season in September with three members showing. David Hope
displayed a selection of modern postal stationery from the last ten years. These included Day of the
Stamp and other philatelic exhibitions, sport, the new Stanserhorn cablecar with open-air platform on
top, CERN and art and music commemorations. Also included were maximum cards such as those for
the 50th Anniversary of the Transport Museum at Lucerne and the 500th Anniversary of the Swiss Guard
at the Vatican. David Whitworth showed a selection of items including nachnahme bulk postage, a block
of four of the 1949 3c. with Geneva temporary office cancel and Tell Boy used on cover. He also showed
items from the Sekula brothers including tête-bêche pairs of the 3c., 5c., 10c., and 20c. 'stamps'
produced by Eugene Sekula in 1930, a pair of the 5c. on cover with a Lucerne PP cancel away from the
'stamps' and various covers with a selection of Swiss stamps on the back as is usual. David Colman
showed off-sets on the Standing Helvetia 50c green followed by a selection of covers with examples of
tête-bêche and se-tenant issues used for postage and finally the 1953 Pro Juventute sheet with various
pairs and strips of three used on cover.
INFORMATION FROM THE SVPS
The most recent edition of the SVPS's publication 'Der Poststempelsammler' (3/2013) includes
significant articles on a variety of Rollenmarken (Small Landscape definitives) used on 18 covers posted
between 1934 and1939 (by Christoph Pluss); and examples of the first K-cancels used on cover
between 1942 and 1944 (by Walter Rigassi). No less than 300 items are listed for their latest Society
Auction (members only). The Auction takes place on 19 th October. Their website is www.svps-ascep.ch
Copies of 'Der Poststempelsammler'(in German), including the latest one, are available in our Library for
members to inspect or borrow.

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.
• Liechtenstein also available.
Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 - werner@swisstamps.co.uk
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A THANKYOU TO SWISS POST'S CUSTOMERS

As mentioned in the report on the display by Eric Lienhard at the Society's Annual Meeting, in
January/February 2012 Swiss Post delivered a 'set' of postcards with imprinted stamps gratis to their
customers (not just the customers of their Philatelic Bureau). The message on their website introduced
them as follows: "....... On behalf of all colleagues, I would like to thank you sincerely for your trust and
loyalty. From 23rd January onwards we will surprise you with a ‘thank you’. The postman will personally
present you with a small gift or leave it in your post box. At the same time the gift will be given at post
office counters, post finance offices, as well as in vehicles and sales points for post buses (whilst stocks
last). We thus hope to give you a small surprise." There were 12 different cards (each in 3 different
languages) each with a different stamp with a matching (but usually different) picture on the addressside. The pictures on the stamps and the reverse were colour photographs. It begs the question, have
there been previous examples of such 'gifts'/promotional material produced by the Swiss Post/PTT
which should be recorded in catalogues as specific official stamp, postal stationery or postcard designs?
– if only for the benefit of the designers and, in this case, the photographer(s)! These 'new issues' were
not mentioned in 'Focus on Stamps', so they are difficult to pick up on by collectors in Britain. How rare
was a full set cancelled on the 'first day of issue' ? (n.b. For those who read their Newsletters carefully –
these items represent 12 more 'imprinted stamp designs that are unique to postal stationery' – see
articles in our Newsletter in December 2011 and July 2012.) The Society is grateful to Swiss Post for
allowing it to publish illustrations of their products. (Editor)
FORTHCOMING SOCIETY MEETINGS
Northern Group: Saturday 12th October: 'The Swiss Army 1939-1945' – David Hope ; Saturday 2 nd
November: 'The Chairman's Presentation' – Tony Hoyle. All meetings take place at Corporation Mill,
Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire commencing at 2.00pm. Further details from David Hope Tel. 0161 3030091.
Southern Group: Saturday 5th October: 'The Swiss Postal Coach Service' – David Hope and in the
afternoon 'A Transport Theme – Trains, Boats and Planes' - All Members ; Saturday 22 nd February 2014:
'Mixed Franking' (i.e. any item of mail with stamps of different value, or different design) – All Members.
All meetings take place at the Cricketfield House Hotel, Wilton Road, Salisbury, Wiltshire commencing at
10.30.am. Further details from Fred Hoadley Tel. 01403 711987.
MEMBERS' DISPLAYS
Norton Wragg - 1st October Pinner Philatelic Society - "Pro Juventute" commencing at 8.00pm at the
Methodist Church Hall, Love Lane, Pinner, Middlesex – for more details see HPSN June 2013 P. 51.
Eric Lienhard – 14th October Rayleigh P.S. - “Swiss National Exhibitions” – for more details contact Eric –
Telephone: 01245 263613 Email: elienhard@hotmail.co.uk
Fred Hoadley - 17th October Hastings P.S. - "20th Century Swiss Philately"; 19th November Wallington &
Carshalton P.S. - "Mail by Rail, the Story of the TPO Service in Switzerland" – for more details see
HPSN June 2013 P. 51.
Kit Jarman - 22nd October Stirling and District P.S. “Swiss Definitives 1854 – 1948” and 'Moroccan Local
Posts, "A Flight of Fancy". The meeting will be held at the Smith Institute, Dumbarton Road, Stirling
commencing at 7.30.p.m.
SWISS STATISTICS
For those in search of the curious, Diccon Bewes (author of 'Swiss Watching') has published a new book
'Swisscellany: Facts and Figures about Switzerland' published in English by Bergli Books, Bern. A
potential Christmas present? Useful lists of other Swiss-related, literary gift options can be found in the
bibliographies to 'Swiss Watching' (including some books by Swiss authors translated into English) and,
perhaps surprisingly, in 'The Rough Guide to Switzerland' by Matthew Teller. (Editor)
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BOB MEDLAND

Whilst looking for something on the internet recently I came across the following on
www.virtualtourist.com: ‘Two old post carriages that used to run on the Simplon mail in the 19th century
are on display in the courtyard of the Stockalperpalast. The post line was established after the Simplon
road had been built under Napoleon (1801-1805). I don't think riding in these carriages was too
comfortable but it was a lot better than being mounted on a mule. The carriages have been fenced off to
keep people from climbing on them.’ Well worth looking for them if visiting the Valais.
SWISSAIR SPECIAL FLIGHTS 1944

CHARLES J. LaBLONDE CPhH, FRPSL

The well-known philatelic writer and AHPS member, Charles J. LaBlonde, has published a new book,
"Swissair Special Flights of 20 September 1944 - Postal History Perspective", with layout and graphic
design by Richard T. Hall.
The 32-page, beautifully illustrated book sets out the background to the commemorative stamp, the
special airmail labels and the arrangements for the airmail service on the special flights from Zürich to
Geneva and return with intermediate stops in Bern and Lausanne. Using information from a large
number of flight covers Charles has analysed the postal history aspects of the flights. He has managed
to determine how the postal rules and regulations operating at this late stage of World War ll were
applied, including to a number of overpaid covers and several with foreign final destinations. The
ingenuity of the senders to create truly collectible covers and the wartime routes and censorship
arrangements used are particularly interesting. Also useful is a potted history of Swissair's
experiences/difficulties during the War, an illustration of the full, original PTT documentation that
announced and governed the event and a useful bibliography.
Members will recall that an article on this subject by Charles LaBlonde with Bob Medland was published
in our Newsletter in January/February 2012 and 3 covers from Bob's collection are referred to in the
book. Charles has kindly donated a complimentary copy to our Society for the Library. If any member
wants a personal copy the cost of the booklet, delivered in G.B., will be £10 postpaid. Charles can take
Sterling cash or cheque. Order from him at 15091 Ridgefield Lane, Colorado Springs, CO 80921-3554
USA. Charles now has 7 significant publications related to Swiss philately under his name. In August this
year his handbook "Post D-Day Swiss Mail to/from Great Britain and the Americas" was awarded a Gold
medal at the American Philatelic Society's StampShow Literature Palmares.
THE GLOBAL PHILATELIC LIBRARY
For your research needs why not visit the Global Philatelic Library founded by the partnership of The
Royal Philatelic Society London, the American Philatelic Research Library, the Smithsonian Libraries and
the Smithsonian National Postal Museum. Here you can search the databases of philatelic libraries
around the world in one convenient location. Its website address is: www.globalphilateliclibrary.org
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Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
Printed by the Design and Digital Printcentre, Chichester GB

