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SEASON'S GREETINGS !

THE 100th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIELD POST IN SWITZERLAND 1889 – 1989

ARTHUR WYSS

Translated by Eric Lienhard from '100 Jahre Feldpost in der Schweiz 1889-1989' published by Swiss
Post. The Helvetia Philatelic Society thanks the author, Arthur Wyss, and Swiss Post, Bern for
permission to use the text material and illustrations in an English translation. All copyrights remain with
Swiss Post. Thanks to Eric, our vice-chairman, for his painstaking translation which will appear in
several parts over the next twelve months.

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

1. Before the Existence of Field Post (FP)
The lexicon defines simply: "FP is a branch of the postal service which ensures the postal connection
between the military and home as well as within the military". Thus it is at the same time the
communication channel between the army and the people as well as between the individual troop
contingents. The military transmission of orders and reports at the front by means of mounted couriers,
pigeon post as well as optical and acoustic signals – these days mainly by wireless – does not belong in
this category and remains excluded.
Basic military post existed in antiquity, in the Middle Ages and in recent times. In 1425, during a military
action in the Eschental, Bern maintained for a short time a messenger service to Domodossola with
stations in Meiringen and Münster (Goms). In 1499 Bern and Zürich remained in contact with their troops
via a relay chain during the 'Schwaben' War until the battle at Dornach. During the Milan wars the chief
of the Bernese contingent, Bartholeme May, organised a messenger service via the Grimsel and Gries
passes as far as Novara (1513). The troop commanders on their part sent Cantonal messengers to the
federal capitals, where they had to give an eyewitness account of the battles.
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In all these cases the secure information exchange between commanders at the front and the authorities
at home, appropriately also the exchange of letters with the current parliamentary sittings, were of prime
importance. Individual soldiers could, as appropriate, entrust private mail to messengers or returning
comrades.
Fig. 1 shows a Zürich Guild Messenger delivering the news of Swiss victory at Dornach during the
Swabian Wars in 1499 to the Burgomaster of his town. (Woodcut from the chronicles of the Swabian
Wars by Nicklaus Schradin, 1500.)
Fig. 2 shows a Guild runner from Schwyz in the 15th century. He carries the letter in a cleft stick and
thereby indicates that he carries a letter of renunciation which as a rule was equivalent to a declaration
of war. (Watercolour derived from old pictures by Fritz Boscovits junior ca. 1910.)
Since the 16th century, the modest beginnings of military post have been documented in England,
various German States and France. As a rule however even here officers and troops – as well as Swiss
regiments in foreign service – were dependent on already existing civil postal services to maintain the
exchange of, what was then, a small number of letters with their relatives and friends.
At the time of the Helvetic Republic (1798 – 1803) the French army of occupation maintained its own
military postal service based in Solothurn which, besides the well developed civil postal services, carried
on its own merry way. At the end of May the large FP of the French Rhine and Mosel army was located
in Solothurn comprising 12 officers, 12 couriers, 25 postillion and 56 horses. The enormous costs of this
military post were simply passed to the churchmouse poor Helvetic State. In addition extensive use was
made of the right conferred by the French high command to force the local population to provide
exchange horses, as required, without recompense. Both contributed considerably to the growing
opposition of the people and finally to the collapse of the unified Helvetic state.
The federal military directive of 1817, which held fast to the principle of cantonal troop contingents but
strengthened the power of control of the prime command, would have offered a very good basis for the
creation of a Field PO. Such an idea, had it ever been evaluated, would undoubtedly have stood as an
insurmountable hindrance against the splintering of the Swiss postal service. The cantons, since 1803
again in total control of postal regulation, were continually striving to carve themselves as large a slice of
the lucrative postal cake as possible. Of the cantonal posts after 1847 - in the year of the Separate
League there were 18! - rarely standing as partners but mostly as rivals. A combined federal FP, to say
nothing of free military post, was therefore outside the
politically achievable and belonged from the beginning in
the realms of utopia.
Fig. 3 (left) is a letter from Colonel Friedrich Frey – Hérosé
(Federal Councillor from 1848) General Chief of Staff of
the Swiss army during the 'Seperate League Wars' of
November 1847 to the Director of the Cantonal Posts
authorising his secretary to receive his letters and urgent
items and where necesary to employ inter-cantonal Extra
Post Couriers to his current location. This complicated and
time consuming delivery method was a poor substitute for
the, as yet, unformed FP.
Despite the lack of a FP, there are signs that in some
cantons (e.g. Solothurn and Luzern) rudimentary
arrangements already existed for military post prior to
1848. After the creation of a unified federal post (1849) the
way was clear for a FP. In a few cantonal contingents
apparently there already was something like post
ordinance for the troops e.g. in St. Gallen. Further thought
had already been given to free post, as various writings of
the Federal War Commissariat of 1849, 1851 and 1867
attest. Further documents from 1849 and 1860 gave
consideration to the redirection of military post. The army's
internal exchange of messages between individual troop
contingents was in the hands of mounted messengers, the
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so called 'Guiden'. One cannot speak of a unified FP in the modern sense. A postal service for soldiers
and command posts was evidently given much too little consideration.
After trials over several years, in 1856 the Federal Council – in the year of the Neuenburger affair and
the threat of war by Prussia – created the army telegraph service which carried out its function in close
cooperation with the Federal Telegraph Directorate. The army now had a very quick and efficient means
for transmission of messages and orders. Undoubtedly the idea of a thoroughly organised FP was, albeit
temporarily, pushed into the background.
2. An unsuitable solution: The Civil FP 1870 – 1889
2.1 Its operation during the frontier occupation of 1870/71.

Fig. 4

Fig. 5

With the start of the German – French war on 19 th July 1870, the Federal Council mobilised 5 divisions
for the occupation of the western and northern frontier. The lack of any FP made things inconvenient.
The rapidly changing conditions of the war in neighbouring France soon forced the Swiss Army
Headquarters under General Herzog, to rapidly re-deploy troops. Due to the frequent change of location
of the units, the civil post soon found itself unable to deliver the post to headquarters and to the soldiers.
The situation became critical, more so as the army telegraph service also showed considerable
weakness. In addition the 'Guiden' were soon totally overtaxed by the growing requirements of HQ. The
number of letters and parcels for the soldiers continually increased due to permission of free post
(initially to 2kg. and from 13th August 1870 up to 5kg, also free were the money orders). Quick
processing was now the order of the day.
Upon request by Army Headquarters, the Federal Post and Railway departments delegated Gürtler, a
civil servant of the Head PO Directorate, on 24 th July to HQ, where, as civil chief of the FP, he had to
organise the regular provision of postal services for the troops and service stations. On 25 th July the
General Chief of Staff issued a 'Service Instruction for the Swiss FP'. Figs. 4 and 5 show the original
instructions in French (printed) and German (manuscript).
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The version in French reads:
INSTRUCTIONS
For
THE MILITARY POSTAL SERVICE
IN SWITZERLAND
First Article
The purpose of the military postal service is to enable the prompt and secure delivery of letters and
parcels from and to the army (and) that these letters and articles relate to the military service or that
relate to private matters provided that they are suitable to be expedited by the post office.
Article 2
This service is to be instituted as soon as a considerable body of troops is posted (occupation of
frontiers, call up of troops, training camps, etc.)
There is normally to be established:
1st a post office at the headquarters, consisting of a head of service, secretary, aides and orderlies.
2nd a delivery office in each division, consisting of a postal employee, aides and the necessary orderlies.
The version in German reads:
Instruction for the Chief of the FP
(manuscript translated from french)
Article 1
The chief of the FP is obligated for expediting and securing transportation and distribution of postal
items, addressed to and sent by military personnel in federal service.
He will primarily secure the distribution and despatch of all correspondence from headquarters.
Article 2
He submits reports to the Chief of General Staff concerning all matters between the army and the civil
authorities and he will receive all relevant instruction from this same officer.
In everything concerning the transmission of orders from headquarters, the Chief of the FP is directly
responsible to the Chief of section 1 of the office of the General Chief of Staff.
On 31st July there followed the 'Instruction for FP personnel of the Swiss Army'. It can be seen from both
ordinances that the Army Command was particularly concerned about the postal service to the
command posts.
2.2 The postal service for the troops.
For each of the 5 mobilised divisions and 7 brigades between Schaffhausen and Delsberg a FP was
created, for which a total of 30 personnel, postal employees in civilian life, were re-deployed from their
previous units. The FPs served mainly as extended arms of the civilian post office and thus were a
connection between post office and army. They did not maintain separate accounts and were usually
located within the premises of the local post offices. Their main task was to sort and despatch the mail
for the troops and, where necessary, return post via the civil post office. At the end of July the first FP
guidelines were issued, a kind of register of current troop locations.
This young civil FP service, created through rapid improvisation rather than a thorough organisation,
only got in step bit by bit and already functioned reasonably well. The soldiers handed their post direct to
the FP (provided it was located at the same site), the quartermaster, the quarter office or the nearest civil
post office. The letters and parcels had to be first marked with the unit or command cancel to permit the
use of the free post. In addition special envelopes were manufactured with the logo 'Eidgenoessische
Grenzbesetzung Feldpost' for Military serving at the frontier and were issued free to the soldiers and
populace.
This FP service, which was dependent on the civil post office, did not possess its own transportation.
The delegated orderlies of the units collected the mail from their FP and, as required, took return mail. It
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happened sometimes that the FP hired private transport and thus brought the return mail directly to the
regional depots. As hostilities occurred ever further away from the Swiss frontier, most troop contingents
of the army could be released towards the end of August 1870 and with them also the postal officials
who had been re-deployed to the FP service. Until the middle of January 1871 the postal traffic of the
few remaining units in service was again left to the civil post. The Chief of Staff wrote in his year report
for 1870 as follows: "The FP, which first had to be established, is and remains an achievement and will
remain subject to an established organisation". The Head PO Directorate wrote in its business report for
the same year "with respect to the extensive military shipments during the period of frontier occupation,
the specially created FP for this purpose, provided an exemplary service".
A dangerous situation arose for our country, when at the beginning of 1871, the French eastern army
under General Bourbaki was driven against the western frontier of Switzerland by German forces. The
Federal Council therefore ordered a new mobilisation. General Herzog ordered the western frontier to be
occupied. On 1st February 87,000 members of the Bourbaki army, who crossed the frontier in the Jura
into Vaud and Neuchâtel, surrendered their arms and were interned in Switzerland.
Despite the experiences of July and August 1870, for unfathomable reasons, no new FP was created
during this hasty remobilisation and the postal service for the troops was simply left to the civil post.
There was an awareness of the impossibility of keeping secret the operations and troop locations without
a FP service. The consequences were not long in coming. The post offices in the areas occupied by the
troops were totally overwhelmed. Especially the redirection service was several times on the point of
collapse. General Herzog did not hide his view of the deplorable situation in his army report on the
frontier occupation of 1871 and described the postal provision as pitiful.
The army crossed the border with 200,000 pieces of undelivered mail. The Swiss PO delivered less than
12,000 pieces, the balance was repatriated with the troops 45 days later.
2.3 The postal service for the internees of the Bourbaki army.
Due to the lack of a FP service, the postal traffic for the internees was also left to the civil post office. As
the French soldiers were distributed fairly evenly over the whole of Switzerland, no great difficulties
materialised. The cantonal military authorities were responsible for the acceptance of mail from the post
offices and the forwarding to the camp commanders.
The letter post of the internees between Switzerland
and unoccupied France was free. For this purpose a
red adhesive label with the inscription 'Militaires
français internés en Suisse. Gratis.' was issued.
Fig. 6 shows a caricature from the satirical
newspaper 'Postheiri' from 25th July 1874 about a
planned FP over the Gotthard on the occasion of
troop manœuvres in Ticino.
Fig. 7 shows some examples of the Gratis labels
from 1871. By the end of March 1871 the last
contingents of the Bourbaki army were returned to
France. The German-French war officially ended on
the 10th May 1871.
Fig. 6

Fig. 7

The second part of this article will appear in the January 2014 edition of the Newsletter.
MEMBERS' NEWS
Wendy Lamble is giving a talk entitled “Switzerland at War” on Monday, 10 th February, 2014, to Brixham
Stamp Club. They meet at Chestnut Heights Community Centre, 1-3 Poplar Close, Brixham, Devon. TQ5
0SA at 7.15 pm. (Always provided the weather is OK of course!).
Our former Newsletter Editor, Peter Hobbs, is continuing with his 'clear-out' of unwanted philatelic
material. This time it's his full set of past issues of Swiss Post's journal, 'Focus on Stamps'. He is offering
them free, but anyone interested would need to collect them from Peter 's home in Bath as he reckons
they weigh 7 kilos! Peter can be contacted on Tel. 01225 31 09 71.
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THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY
Peter Vonwiller, Secretary of the Helvetia Philatelic Society, passed away peacefully on Saturday 2 nd
November following a recent illness. Officers have been in contact with Peter's wife, Hazel, to express
their sympathy and offer their support. Peter will be sorely missed, not only in his position as Secretary, a
duty he performed with diligence and efficiency, but also as a good friend to many of us. The Society
were represented at the funeral which was held at St. Mary's Church, Wendover on Wednesday 20 th
November. A full obituary will appear in the January edition of the Newsletter.
Negotiations between Peter and Neville Nelder to transfer the Secretary's role to Neville have been
going on for several months. In the circumstances Neville has indicated his willingness to take over with
immediate effect. However at the moment he is recovering from an eye operation and would appreciate
it if any member wishing to contact him would do so by telephone only (01453 750825) until further
notice.
THE SOCIETY'S ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2014
The Annual National Meeting and AGM will be held at The Prince Rupert Hotel, Shrewsbury, SY1 1UQ
on 5th - 6th April 2014. This hotel is in the centre of Shrewsbury and close to the railway station. Full
details of the meeting and a booking form will be included with the January Newsletter.
NEXT MEETING OF THE NORTHERN GROUP
Revised date - Saturday 30th November: 'Postage Rates/Postage Due' – All Members. There will be no
meetings in December 2013 or January or February 2014. Saturday 1st March 2014 – 'Cantonal Capitals'
- All Members. All meetings take place at Corporation Mill, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire commencing at
2.00pm. Further details from David Hope Tel. 0161 3030091.
FORTHCOMING AUCTION – RÖLLI-SCHÄR Ltd.

Rölli-Schär's next sale is on 6th to 8th February 2014 in Lucerne. Amongst numerous high-quality items,
they are happy to offer their customers a wide selection of pre-philatelic covers (especially the canton of
Bale) including the Ticino cover with the cancellation of St. Gottardo illustrated above, a rare Sitting
Helevetia cover to Guatemala in 1876 (a very rare destination at that time, before the UPU) and a
number of Red Cross Tracing labels from the collection of the late Ian Gilchrist. More details are
available on their Website – www.roelliphila.ch
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RICHARD DONITHORN

The first part of this article appeared in the November 2013 edition of the Newsletter Pages 86-90.

Fig. 17

Fig. 18

The Swiss Approach
Over the years, Switzerland has been one of the most loyal supporters of the 'Europa' stamp issuing
tradition. After CEPT assumed responsibility, Switzerland issued a pair of stamps each year until 1997
(except for a single stamp issue in 1963, 1965, 1967 and 1968 (Figs. 7 and 8) and three stamps in 1975
(Fig. 17)). They closely followed the common design – compare their stamps between 1960 and 1973
with the more flexible approach adopted, for example, by Liechtenstein. In 1997 PostEurop
recommended to their members to only issue one Europa stamp each year. This policy was immediately
adopted by Switzerland and was rigidly adhered to, apart from the 'Circus' theme in 2002 when two
designs were chosen for production, albeit only one of which incorporated the PostEurop logo, and the
'Postal Transport' theme in 2013 when another pair were produced (see Fig. 23d later in this article).
Since 1960 the initials 'CEPT' or the logo of CEPT or PostEurop have appeared on all the Swiss Europa
stamps. As well as the stamps, the PTT and later Swiss Post have also produced related official FDCs
with special cancellations for all the 'Europa' issues. The FDC special cancellation included either the
word 'Europa' or the CEPT or PostEurop logo between 1976 and 2006, except in 1974 and 1985 when it
featured on the FDC itself. The PostEurop lettering reappeared on the cancellation this year.
For many years the Swiss postal authorities required the designer to conform to a colour code of various
shades of red or orange-brown for the lower value and blue for the higher value 'Europa' stamps – in line
with the postal denominations chosen. From 1975 they allowed the introduction of 'supplementary
colours' and by 1996 appeared to be giving their designers completely free rein. See examples in Figs.
18, 22, 23c and 23d later in this article.
Schedule of Designers of the Swiss stamps 1974 - 2013
1974 Max Bill (Zürich)
1975 H. Kümpel
1976 Hans Hartmann (Köniz)
1977 K. Oberli(Bern)/K. Bickel jun.(Wallenstadt) 1978 Klaus Oberli (Bern) 1979 Klaus Oberli (Bern)
1980 Pierre Schopfer (La Chaux) 1981 Walter Haettenschweiler (Zug) 1982 André Bovey (Lausanne)
1983 Hans Hartmann (Köniz)
1984 Jean Larrivière (Monaco)* 1985 Hans Erni (Luzern)
1986 Hans Erni (Luzern)
1987 Celestino Piatti (Duggingen) 1988 Stephan Bundi (Bern)
1989 André Bovey (Lausanne)
1990 Klaus Oberli (Bern)
1991 Eugen & Max Lenz (Zürich)
1992 Orio Galli (Caslano)
1993 Mario Botta (Lugano) 1994 Pierre Baur (Herrenschwanden)
1995 Hans Erni (Luzern) 1996 Pierre Schopfer, La Chaux (Cossonay) 1997 Peter Zimmermann (Zürich)
1998 Wolf Henkel (Luzern)
1999 Mayo Bucher (Zürich)
2000 Jean-Paul Cousin (France)*
2001 Jenny Leibundgut (Bern) 2002 Hans Falk (Urdorf) 2003 Swiss Post based on Donald Brun poster
2004 Brigit Herrmann(Gümmenen) 2005 Annette Maiga(Konolfingen) 2006 Manuela Krebser(Vevey)
2007 Marc Weller (Bern)
2008 Paul Bühler (Zürich)
2009 Markus Griesser (Wiesendangen)
with Catherine Reber (Basel)
2010 Karin Widmer (Bern)
2011 Bea Würgler (Bern)
2012 Max Spring (Bern)
2013 Peter Hummel (Basel)
*In 1984 and 2000 a common design was chosen for the member countries to adopt.
In general, the designers of the Swiss 'Europa' stamps have consistently upheld the high quality of Swiss
stamp design and production. This was particularly important as the annual Europa stamps issue tend to
be compared more closely with the stamps issued by other postal authorities than is usual.
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Fig. 19

Fig. 20

Fig. 21

Fig. 22

Klaus Oberli (of Bern in 1977-1979 and 1990) and Hans Erni (of Luzern in 1985, 1986 and 1995) were
chosen to design the 'Europa' stamps four and three times respectively and H. Schwarzenbach (in 1959
and 1968), Hans Hartmann (of Köniz in 1986 and 1993), Pierre Schopfer (of Cossonay in 1980 and
1996) and André Bovey (of Lausanne in 1982 and 1989) each twice. Oberli used a distinctive colour
palette for all eight of his stamps (examples - Fig. 19).
It is difficult to pick out particular issues to highlight but here goes :
For those who hark back to the glory days of recess printing, there are some beautiful examples of
Swiss engravers' art, including that of M. Müller (Bern) in 1976 – 1979, 1983 and 1990, Pierre Schopfer
of La Chaux (Cossonay) in 1980, 1993 and 1996, Karl Bickel (Wallenstadt) in 1986, Hans Erni (Luzern)
in 1995 and Heinz Baldauf (Nussbaumen) in 1997 (Fig. 18).
In general the Swiss have accepted the chosen common theme, but in 1993 PostEurop chose
'Contemporary Art'. Having featured this subject two years before in their Pro Patria series, the PTT
decided to make Architecture the theme and asked the prominent contemporary Swiss architect Mario
Botta to design the stamps. He duly obliged, using two of his recently completed works as his subjects –
the Media House in Villeurbanne France and a domestic house in Breganzona Ticino. The first day cover
shows one of Botta's early concept sketches of the interior of the Media House. Recess/offset printed by
the PTT's stamp printing office in Bern (Fig. 15).
In 1995 the Swiss issue on the theme 'Peace and Freedom' by Hans Erni featured two stamps based on
Greek mythology. Erni, in using such timeless, internationally comprehensible recognised symbols
stated "seeking a solution to our common problems – Europe's rich, cultural heritage and art can and
should help promote mutual understanding, shifting our main focus from just economic or financial
aspects. The Greeks favoured Democracy – an important tool in peaceful, free co-existence". The 60c
stamp shows the dove symbol of Peace (and gentleness, sincerity and bearer of hope for mankind). The
Sfr 1.00 Freedom stamp depicts Europa, the daughter of King Agenor of Phoenicia, being abducted to
Crete by Zeus who had turned himself into a bull to win her trust. The use of the traditional embossing
technique to show the dove and the bull in relief revives memories of the 'Basel Dove' (Fig. 20). Not
surprisingly, perhaps, the lady 'Europa' is a popular choice of postage stamp designers when dealing
with European issues. A good example are Great Britain's commemoratives for the Second European
Parliamentary Election in 1984 which were issued se-tenant with the 'Europa' stamps (Fig. 21).
In the year of the 60th Anniversary of the Pro Patria organisation, 1998, the PostEurop theme was
'National Festivals' providing Swiss Post with the opportunity to issue a stamp to promote the Swiss
National Day. The resultant stamp designed by Wolf Henkel depicts the traditional lanterns carried by
children – described at the time in 'Focus on Stamps' as a 'non-controversial, traditional Swiss form'.
Although the design incorporates the PostEurop logo, this stamp also provides a useful addition to any
National Day/Pro Patria collection. (Fig. 22)
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Fig. 23b

Fig. 23d

Related 'Products'
The PTT issued two Maximum cards with special cancellations(different to the FDC Europa cancellation)
and the appropriate stamps for the 1983 Europa issue (Fig. 23a). Further maxi-cards appeared in 1985
(Fig. 23b) and 1986. This method of increasing revenue from the 'Europa series' by offering related
products has become much more common under Swiss Post in recent years. Examples include:
2007 A Sheetlet of 18 of the triangular 'Scouting' Sfr1.00 stamps with related labels.
2009 A sheetlet of six of the 'Astronomy' Sfr1.00 stamps and a Maximum card with special cancel which
also commemorates the International Year of Astronomy (Fig. 23c). The stamp was made more
attractive to collectors by adding a 'noctilucent coating' to make parts of it glow in the dark.
2010 Four different picture cards for use with the 'Children's Books' stamp.
2012 Three different double cards for use with the cartoonist Max Spring's 'Invitation' stamp.
2013 The latest Swiss 'Europa' stamps take full advantage of the common theme of 'Postal Vehicles' to
also commemorate the centenary of the introduction in Switzerland by the postal authorities of the first
electric vehicles. The colourful pair of stamps (printed in Liechtenstein by Gutenburg AG) show a 1941
Tribelhorn three-wheeler delivery van and one of the latest of Swiss Post's fleet, a 2010 Kyburz electric
powered delivery scooter. For good measure, as well as the stamps and usual FDC, Swiss Post issued
two official maxi-cards each complete with a special cancellation (Fig. 23d). In the full spirit of European
co-operation, they also joined forces with their German-language neighbours' postal authorities - Austria,
Germany and Liechtenstein to produce a multilateral combi-folder containing all four countries' 2013
Europa issues.
To date, Switzerland has issued 94 different 'Europa' stamps plus the two 1959 overprints. Specialist
catalogues will give you a target figure if you wish to find the number of stamps produced by all the
participating countries over the 57 years (so far!). The rarest 'Europa' stamps are considered to be the
set of three 'forerunners' issued by Luxembourg in 1956 (SG 609/11) and the first 'Europa' stamp issued
by Liechtenstein in 1960 (Z348 - only 322,000 printed) which also has an even rarer variety. First Day
Covers for the stamps and occasionally a particular conference can make for a colourful collection –
particularly if you are interested in some of the chosen themes. Finding official covers posted at the
various meetings of CEPT and PostEurop in different parts of Europe over the years with related stamps
and cancellations can be much more challenging. Good hunting !
(References: '50 Years of 'Europa' Stamps' – Jean-Louis Emmenegger in 'Gibbons Stamp Monthly',
June 2006; PTT Bulletin and 'Focus on Stamps'; Zumstein and Amateur Collector Ltd. Catalogues.)
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GOOD TO KNOW ! by WERNER GATTIKER
The Types of the 65c Airmail Stamp on grilled paper

Type l
Type ll
This is an interesting stamp, so much so that in 1979 Zumstein published a study by Peter Sager entitled
“Der Blaue Ikarus” (I believe this is still on sale today at Zumstein’s) in which the author tabulates the
various printings, including the even more interesting 10c overprints (Z.22). However for today I only
want to make you aware how best to distinguish the two main types of this stamp, and although there
are a number of minor variations between the types, the generally accepted and easiest-to-see
differences are in the fine horizontal underprint lines in the lettering HELVETIA.
TYPE I: The topmost line inside the second “E” continues in the form of two dots or short dashes
underneath the crossbar of the letter “T”. Inside the letter “V” there are eight lines, including the
lowest which is really just a dot. The underprint lines are relatively fine and thin. Zumstein Airmail
10z, S.G. 325a. All 65c Airmails on ordinary paper (Z.10, S.G. 325) are also Type I.
TYPE II: The two dots or short dashes just below the crossbar of the letter “T” are absent, and
inside the letter “V” there are only seven shading lines. The underprint lines are generally thicker
than in type I. Zumstein Airmail 10z II, unlisted by S.G.
That is the theory, but there are pitfalls. For a start, eight of the 25 stamps in the Type I sheets show only
one dot or dash below the “T” crossbar, not two, always on the right of the downstroke of the “T”. Then
there are the colour shifts. The registration of the two colours (pale-blue underprint and deeper blue
figure and lettering) in these stamps is often poor, resulting in many stamps with a marked shift (up or
down, left or right) between the two colours. When in die I stamps the underprint is shifted upwards, the
two (or one) dashes beneath the “T” crossbar can disappear into the deeper colour of the crossbar, but
in such cases the 8 lines inside the “V” will be clearly visible, while on the other hand with a downward
shift of the pale-blue underprint, the eighth and lowest of the shading lines inside the “V” can disappear
into the bottom of the “V” itself, leaving only 7 shading lines visible – but the dashes under the “T”
crossbar will then be clearly visible.
AUCTION NEWS
Parts of the remarkable Swiss collections of the AHPS's Past President Harlan F. Stone (Sitting Helvetia,
Postage Dues and Postal Stationery) and Steve Turchik ('Strubels') are coming up for sale at David
Feldman's auction beginning on 10th December 2013. For further details see www.davidfeldman.com
Other parts of their collections will be sold at David Feldman auctions during 2014 and 2015.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS - The Treasurer awaits your response to the form enclosed with this edition.
SWISS POSTAL COACHES – due to lack of space, the promised report will now appear in early 2014.

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History



Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.

"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.
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