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THE SOCIETY'S ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING APRIL 2014
FULL DETAILS OF THE EVENT TO BE HELD IN SHREWSBURY NEXT APRIL, TOGETHER WITH A BOOKING
FORM, ARE DISTRIBUTED WITH THIS EDITION OF YOUR NEWSLETTER. WE URGE YOU TO ENJOY AND
BENEFIT FROM THE OPPORTUNITY TO ADD TO AND SHARE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF SWISS PHILATELY
WHILST MEETING AND SOCIALISING WITH FELLOW MEMBERS. ADDITIONALLY, ATTENDANCE ENABLES
YOUR VOICE TO BE HEARD WITH REGARD TO THE RUNNING OF THE SOCIETY AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE ON THE SUNDAY. THOSE MEMBERS AND THEIR PARTNERS WHO
HAVE ATTENDED IN PAST YEARS KNOW JUST WHAT A PLEASANT OCCASION THIS IS AND FIRST TIMERS
ARE ASSURED OF A VERY WARM WELCOME.
PREVENTING PEEKING AT POSTAGE DUE POSTCARDS

BOB MEDLAND

Fig. 1
Fig. 2
In my collection of ‘double dues’ (items with postage dues stamps of two countries) I have a 1904 postcard that
has puzzled me for a long time (Figure 1). It was sent from Great Britain to Italy and then redirected to
Switzerland, acquiring postage due stamps from both countries’ postal administrations. Interesting enough - but
why had the card been folded in half and sealed with an official-looking label? In the past I have only halfheartedly tried to work out the reason, also the origin of the label. Recently in the Journal of the Postage Due Mail
Study Group (No. 65, March 2013) I saw another under-paid postcard: under-franked and posted internally within
Italy in 1895, it had been similarly folded and sealed with the same label. This had to be more than a coincidence.
I copied and re-assembled the parts of the label (Figure 2): allowing for the missing section, it reads
‘Amministrazione delle Regie Post’ (Administration of the Royal Mail) with space for a circular date-stamp.
Presumably it was just a general-purpose item of official stationary. So why had these cards been folded and
sealed officially? I suggest that it was simply to prevent the addressee from reading the message quickly, then
refusing to accept the card and pay the due tax. Or – one hesitates to suggest - were local postmen not to be
trusted over 100 years ago?
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THE 100th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIELD POST IN SWITZERLAND 1889-1989

January 2014
ARTHUR WYSS

Part 2 translated into English by Eric Lienhard. The first part was in the December 2013 edition (pp.95 - 99)

Fig. 8 (above left) A 'Family picture' of a FP unit taken in Renens (VD) in 1895.
Fig. 9 (above right) The FP of the 5th Division in front of their wagon ca. 1855. The vehicle is on loan from the civil
Post Office and carries 4 officials shown with a postal cap. The 3 soldiers (Orderlies) with the Posthorn signet on
the cap are allocated from the Troop. The man on the far right as a postal Orderly is provided with a FP horn.
3. The formation of the militarily organised FP in 1889.
3.1 The federal FP ordinance of 13th August 1889.
The federal constitution revision of 1874 gave the Confederation clearly strengthened jurisdiction in the
formation, equipment and armament of the army. Nevertheless very little definitive happened with regards to the
FP, this despite the continuing adverse experiences during the annual troop exercises. However during manoeuvre
days small improvised FPs were set up at Brigade and Division level. These consisted of a chief and two assistants
who carried out their duty in civilian clothes, merely wearing a post office cap. But it was unsatisfactory in every
respect, the personnel lacked special training and suitable equipment and their service ranking was unregulated
with respect to the military command stations and the civilian post. In other words the postal provisions of the
troops were stuck approximately at the level of summer 1870 and left much to be desired in every aspect.
A militarily organised and appropriately equipped FP became an ever more urgent requirement. In 1880 the
Federal Council created the office of FP Director. In 1881 the Federal Military Department appointed Anton Stäger
as the first incumbent of the post of Inspector of Posts (later the Head Post Director). So gradually the situation
got moving. At first some opposition from the Federal Military Department and in officer circles had to be
overcome as they did not want to acknowledge the FP service as a military service and did not trust the military
secrecy within the FP service.
After years of negotiations – foreign danger to Switzerland did not exist at that time, there was no rush – a basic
concord between the Chief of General Staff, the Head Post Director and the FP Director for FP matters was
achieved on 13th April 1888. On this basis the Federal Council issued the first 'Ordinance for the FP' on 13 th August
1889. On the 7th October it was followed by the 'Regulations for the FP Service' with application instructions. Both
decrees were already used in the same year for the autumn manoeuvres.
The decree determined for the first time the FP Service as a component of the army. The FP personnel were
henceforth under military discipline and jurisdiction. The businesslike organisation however remained in the
hands of the Head Post Office Directorate. The following personnel structure was created: the FP Director (rank
lieutenant colonel) for overall control, Main FP Chief (rank major) located at main supply station and at the same
time Deputy to the FP Director, a FP Chief (rank captain) for each army HQ and every Division, FP secretaries (rank
staff secretary) and FP personnel as required for the units of the Divisions. The Federal Post Office was responsible
for the procurement of vehicle parks and other FP requisites against compensation by the Federation. The military
authorities provided the work locations and supplied the teams of horses and drivers.
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3.2 The FP Service until 1914.
The FP ordinance of 1889 was in principle for active service. Special regulations were created for peacetime.
In the autumn of 1891 each of the 4 Army Corps Staff was allocated an FP Chief and a number of FP secretaries. In
the same year the nine FP Chiefs underwent specialist training during 14-day specialist courses.
New FP ordinances of 1894 and 1912, as well as regulations of 1894, 1902 and 1914, enabled the FP to adjust to
the continually changing requirements. Thus postal orderlies were created in 1894 for the first time at Staff and
Company level. These orderlies continued to wear the uniform of their respective military units and in addition a
red armband with a white posthorn. In 1901 the so-called supply line FPs were created and important Staff and
Troop formations were allocated postal experts as regular FP orderlies. Additionally the ordinance of 1901
stipulated that the FP service was to be mobilised when at least 4 Divisions were called up.
The FP ordinance of 1912 and the regulation of 1914 were a consequence of the new military organisation of
1907 which, in view of the growing threat of war in Europe, gave the Swiss Militia Army a more rigid structure and
enhanced fighting capability. The Gotthard garrison had its own FP. More personnel were allocated to the Division
FPs and each was now able to increase mobility and output thanks to the provision of 5 two-horse goods wagons
and a two-horse office wagon (with two counters) of special construction. The personnel of a Division FP now
consisted of 4 officers, 11 secretaries, 13 packers (FP soldiers) and 7 drivers. The operating costs were borne by
the military authorities, whereas the Head Post Office Directorate remained responsible for the procurement and
maintenance of vehicles and equipment.
4. First Test: The Field Post Office service during the frontier occupation from 1914 until 1918.
4.1 Its organization.
The start of war was no lightning from a clear sky, Europe had fighting fever and almost without reflection let itself
be drawn into the maelstrom. The mobilization of the Swiss army on the 3 rd August under General Wille gave the
FP service its most difficult task, where it soon became evident that, despite the new FP directive regarding
organization and personnel, it was insufficiently prepared. Besides the FP Directorate (FPD) the following were
soon mobilized: the army staff FP, Divisional FP 1 to 6, the FP of the Gotthard and St Maurice redoubts, a supply
line FP HQ and 8 supply line FPs. It soon became essential to set up an auxiliary FP, so that by the 18 th August no
less than 27 FPs were in service. This was all under the direction of FP Director Major Karl Oftinger (Colonel from
1915).

Fig. 10 (above left) Occasionally the FP joined the march past of their Division, as here ca. 1910.
Fig. 11 (above right) A wintry FP delivery in the mountains under difficult conditions, 1916.
The supply line FPs originally had the task to make the supply lines secure, whereas large civilian POs served as
collection points. Because their personnel was robbed of much of its expertise by the mobilization, they were not
able to adequately carry out their task. The FP Director did not hesitate long before converting these semi-civilian
supply line FPs into military collection FPs within a few months, which remained directly under his control.
Thereby the supply lines postal organization became irrelevant and was therefore dissolved at the end of 1914.
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The re-organization soon proved to be effective. The Field Post Division now also took on the editorial and issue
responsibilities of the FP guidelines, a task originally intended for the Head PO Directorate. By the end of 1918, 28
guidelines for the Army and Home Guard and 8 for the Territorial Army had been issued. The changes were
received daily by the FP via telegraph and had to be confirmed by them in writing. During the 52 months of
mobilisation, 27,000 corrections to the guidelines were carried out.

Fig. 12 (above left) A FP section of the 2nd Division in Delsberg with motorbikes and cycles ready for service.
Fig. 13 (above right) Troops receiving registered mail and money transfers via the Troop Post Orderlies at the FP
wagon of the 1st Division at the reception centre Kirchberg (BE) in 1915.
A MESSAGE FROM THE SWISS POSTMARK COLLECTORS SOCIETY

PETER KLINGELFUSS

The Swiss Society of Postmark Collectors (SVPS) was inaugurated in 1959 by machine cancellation collectors and at
first it was only concerned with these. After a few years the regulations were altered to welcome collectors of all
types of cancellations. A few years ago the coil stamp collectors joined our society and we now also represent this
very interesting field. Currently the SVPS membership stands at 290 and is the largest philatelic society in
Switzerland. The members meet twice yearly in Olten for official meetings. In addition there are regional
meetings. At the main society meetings in March and October, a large auction with 300 lots is held in the
afternoon. All can participate. The items to be auctioned can be seen on our homepage www.svps-ascep.ch
The society bulletin ‘The Postmark Collector' ('der poststempelsammler') is published 4 times a year. It contains in
over 50 pages, society news as well as information and news concerning Swiss postmarks. A free sample can be
requested from the editor (info@svps-ascep.ch).
There is a new issue service for machine cancellations and an exchange packet for our members. The packet
reaches the members by post. Thus each can peruse the offers at home and, at moderate prices, add to their
collection.
Thanks to donations we can occasionally offer handbooks and catalogues at reduced prices. The SVPS also
publishes handbooks. For example the handbook for K cancels, obtainable as a two volume printed version or as a
CD, the four volume handbook on machine cancels and the work by Giovanni Balimann 'The Automobile Post
Offices of the Swiss PTT 1937 to 2003'. Details of these handbooks as well as other publications can be found on
our homepage under 'catalogues (Kataloge)'.
Some years ago Karl Gebert passed his 'Poststellenchronik Schweiz' to the SVPS. It is updated twice a year by a
member. The latest version can be downloaded free at any time from our homepage. Like many other philatelic
societies we are not protected from the decline in philately. At the peak there were 450 SVPS members. Hence we
showcase our society at various national stamp exhibitions and promote postmark and coil stamp collecting.
If you have questions, need additional explanation or information about a Swiss cancellation please contact me my address is Peter Klingelfuss, Weinbergstrasse 16, CH-5000 Aarau, Switzerland, info@svps-ascep.ch
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DAVID HOPE

Peter’s passing has been a great loss to the Society. Peter had been Secretary
since May 2001. In his report to the AGM that year he said: ‘Primarily I see the
Secretary’s role as providing a contact point for individuals and organisations
from the world of philately and for Society members alike. A secondary but
increasingly important role must surely be, in conjunction with all our members,
to promote Swiss philately and the Helvetia Philatelic Society. If there is any way
in which you think I might be able to help, do please let me know.’ He then
proceeded to shape the Society into the modern, successful format that we
have today. Peter was surprised at how little information about the Society he
received when taking over as Secretary. As a result he began to organise the
records so that information about members was kept up-to-date and available.
He started regular meetings of the officers and committee to discuss the future
direction of the Society. These took place initially at Chesham and later at
Wendover, where his wife, Hazel, provided excellent fare to sustain us. Out of
these meetings came a number of changes. Peter was keen to get more
members involved in the Society and encouraged the development of the Salisbury group which has continued to
flourish. The establishment of the National meetings, moving round the country, was another of Peter’s
introductions with the help of Norton Wragg, our Treasurer. Bringing the AGM and the competitions into the
National Meeting has brought greater involvement of members in both these aspects. Peter also had the knack of
persuading people to take on tasks within the Society. A phone call out of the blue resulted in myself, much to my
surprise, becoming Chairman. Fred Hoadley called him the ‘arm-twister extraordinaire’, one ‘arm-twisting’
resulting in Fred getting the Society’s website up and running again to the benefit of us all. Peter’s aim was that
meetings of the Society should be informal and friendly so that even a novice member would not feel out of
place. This is one of his legacies which has benefitted the Society and which we will continue to foster. Peter’s
collecting interests mainly centred on the postal history of Canton St Gallen from where his family originated. He
also had collections on Bodensee and First World War Soldier Stamps. Peter was a lovely, genuine person, a true
gentleman. He will be greatly missed.
REPORT OF THE NORTHERN GROUP'S SECOND MEETING IN OCTOBER 2013

DAVID HOPE

Postage Rates and Postage Due was the subject of the Northern Group meeting at the end of October last year
and a wealth of material was shown. Norton Wragg showed covers franked with Pro Juventute and Pro Patria
stamps from the 1940s on. Shown regarding internal mail were printed matter, local letter, registered, express,
registered + urgent, nachnahme and value declared. Foreign mail items included letters, postcards and frontier
items. He also included internal and external postage due. David Whitworth displayed printed matter from 1900
to 1940s and postcard rates from 1918 to 1948 along with internal letters, registered, registered + urgent and
express. He then showed a range of the 1949 definitives used as postage due with both the large 'T' and 'T' in
circle handstamps and some cards showing postage due collection on returned mail. David Hope showed various
rates using the Zodiac definitives and various airmail rates to the USA 1947 to 1996. Finally David Colman
displayed postage due stamps and examples of their usage on a range of covers. He also showed some covers with
Campione d'Italia stamps used as postage due. Chairman, Tony Hoyle, thanked those who gave displays for a most
interesting meeting.
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR NEW PACKET SECRETARY, ALISON KILPATRICK
In October 2013 I took over as Packet Secretary from Richard Akers, at the same time as I was about to exchange
on my house and move, so I have delayed sending out the packets so that I only needed to refer to my new
address to save any confusion. In future, can you please send any packets to the following address: Alison
Kilpatrick, 1 Brookland Road, Huish Episcopi, Langport, Somerset, TA10 9SZ.
I would like to thank Richard Akers for handing over a most organised system and I hope that I will be able to carry
on his good work to his high standard. There is always a need for new material to be circulated and if you wish to
send any books to the above address I will include them as I make up the circulation lists.
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January 2014
ROSALIND RAGG

Rosalind's display, 'The Role of Horses in the Swiss Army', was awarded the runner-up prize in the competition for
the Moore Bowl at the Society's Annual Meeting in April 2013. Here she sheds some light on how her very
extensive, possibly unique, collection evolved. (Editor)
For a number of years (over 6 decades) I have been collecting stamps showing Horses – this came about after my
father gave me his own stamp collection to enhance my own very poor accumulation to gain a “Collectors” badge
at Brownies ! In this fine collection there was a lovely copy of the GB UPU £1.00 showing Saint George on his
horse slaying the dragon.
This world-wide 'Horse' collection carried on for
many decades until the mid-1990s, when I had a
lot of time on my hands and finally got around to
sorting a very large accumulation of Swiss stamps
which I had been hoarding for many years and I
decided it was time to do a 'country'. I completed
most of the 'one of each' until I could go no
further for financial reasons and now only
concentrate on Swiss Horse items. This in turn
has created its own problems - I am finding it
increasingly difficult to find new material and
confess that if I mention a soldier stamp or
another variety of K358 at my local stamp clubs
there is a very quiet reception and glazed eyes
….. FIAT LUX. This spring I took my collection of
Swiss Soldier Stamps showing horses to
Worcester for appraisal and advice from the
Society's experts. In a very rash moment when
the meeting asked for competition entries I
entered the first few sheets of this now extensive
collection. Much to my amazement I was
awarded the runner-up prize.
The illustration on the left is a page from my
competition display. P.S. I would appreciate any
advice on how to display a stamp with phosphor
on the back of the stamp.

ANSWERS TO EUROPA QUERIES

DAVID HOPE

In answer to the questions raised in Part 1 of the article on Europa stamps (ref. HPSN November 2013 pp. 86-90).
The designers of the Europa stamps in 1958 and 1959 were Andre Van der Vossen (Netherlands) and Walter Brudi
(Germany) respectively. In 1957 there was a common theme 'Peace and Welfare through Agriculture and Industry'
but no common design. Switzerland obviously did its own thing in this instance!

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History



Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.

"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

 Liechtenstein also available.
Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 - werner@swisstamps.co.uk

January 2013

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS TRACING SERVICE 1914-1918

Page 7
RÖLLI SCHÄR Ltd.

The late Ian Gilchrist's collection of material relating to this organisation will be offered for sale in the 54th RölliAuction of 6th to 8th February 2014. The “INTERNATIONAL AGENCY of Relief and Information for the Prisoners of
the First World War” was opened on the 21 st August 1914. One of the primary functions of the Committee was to
provide a service of information to relatives of prisoners or misplaced persons. A major priority was to locate
Prisoners of War.
To aid a speedy and efficient system the Red Cross produced a series of gummed labels which were affixed to their
letters of enquiry. These labels were generally in two parts. The left-hand side of the perforated label asked the
recipient to affix the other half to the front of the envelope containing the reply. The right-hand label was coded
in such a way that by the use of various colours and reference numbers a speedy sorting of the mail was possible
when received by the Red Cross. The information was referenced to the files of Prisoners and Misplaced Persons.
Labels were used for tracing civilians. Labels for treasury matters and Committee matters were also used. It should
be said that these labels had NO POSTAL VALIDITY. By international agreement the letters were carried Post Free.
The labels did help the Postal Authorities to identify the mail. There were five major groups of labels:
1. ENQUETE SPECIALE FICHIER FRANÇAIS - These were on green paper and were generally used for
members of the allied forces
2. ENQUETE SPECIALE FICHIER ALLEMAND - on pink paper and were mainly used for German and Austrian
forces
3. CIVIL PERSONS - on blue or yellow paper, they existed in large and small types
4. FINANCIAL MATTERS - on red paper
5. COMMITTEE MATTERS - on pink paper.
It is also possible to find different types of labels used on the same envelope.
TWO-LANGUAGE CANCELLATIONS
A new book, 'Röstigraben', written by Jean-Paul Bach and Felix Winterstein, illustrates the use by the PTT/Swiss
Post and Swiss Federal Railways of two names for the same place on cancelled covers and other transmitted
items, where the borders between French- and German-speaking regions are fluid i.e. in the cantons of Basel,
Solothurn, Bern, Fribourg, Vaud, and Valais. It was the subject of an introductory article in Swiss Post's 'Focus on
Stamps' (No. 4/2013 P. 25). A copy is now available for reference in the Society's Library. If you want your own
copy contact Multiprint Verlag GmbH, Birkenstrasse 7, 4304 Giebenach, Switzerland (e-mail:
multiprint.joss@bluewin.ch In German and French, CHF 38. (Editor)
NEXT SOUTHERN REGION MEETING
Saturday 22nd February 2014: 'Mixed Franking' (i.e. any item of mail with stamps of different value, colour or
design, including imprinted stamps and soldier stamps) – All Members. The meeting will take place at the
Cricketfield House Hotel, Wilton Road, Salisbury, Wiltshire commencing at 10.30.am. Further details from Fred
Hoadley Tel. 01403 711987.
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GOOD TO KNOW ! BY WERNER GATTIKER
No. 14: Standing Helvetia 25c. and 40c. Types I and II.
The 40c value of the Standing Helvetia series was re-drawn in 1904 and the 25c value in 1906, resulting in clearly
visible new designs, generally known as “Type II”.
The two versions of the 40c value are very easily distinguished with the “4” in the figure of value open and large in
Type I, but closed and a little smaller in Type II (see illustration below).

Type I: Open “4”s Type II: Closed “4”s
The differences in the two Types of the 25c value are somewhat subtler, and I often see the two types muddled.
They are to be found in the right “FRANCO”. These differences are also found in the 40c value illustrated above.
The differences are explained below :

Type I (see illustration above): Curved (as well as horizontal) shading lines under the “FRANCO” labels; right
“FRANCO with large “ANC”, both “C” and “O” have straight sides.

Type II (see illustration above): Horizontal lines only under “FRANCO” labels; right “FRANCO” more evenly drawn,
“C” and “O” rounded sides.
SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER - If you haven't already done so, please send your annual subscription to the Treasurer
as soon as possible. The form was forwarded to you with your December Newsletter. Thankyou.
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