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1849-1852 HOW THE FRENCH CURRENCY OF GENEVA BECAME THE SWISS FRANC (PART 1)

JEAN VORUZ

This article was first published in The "London Philatelist" of October 2012. It is reproduced here with the kind
permission of the author Jean Voruz, who retains the copyright. The article was drawn to our attention by our
member, Jonathan Cartwright, who is the Librarian of the Royal Philatelic Society.

Figure 1 March 1847 – Letter to Vallbach, canton Aargau. 2 kreuzer for Geneva; 8 for Bern including the part due
to Vaud; lastly a total of 12 charged by Aargau in local currency. Aargau then accounted for the due sums.
Introduction
The birth of the Swiss franc in Geneva was one of the most amazing processes in Swiss postal history. The subject
has been studied by several philatelists for the last hundred years but remains understood only with some
difficulty. This article shows the main stages of this transition using, in particular, a new synoptic table as a thread.
Context
Until 1849 Switzerland was a very fragmented country. The territory comprised 22 cantons which had total
sovereignty. In an area twice that of Wales, 17 independent postal services worked separately, more than 450
currencies were used throughout the country, about 400 custom barriers impeded trade between cantons and
weight and measure systems were numerous. Last but not least there were almost no railways and topography
was significantly tortuous.
Geneva suffered from economic underdevelopment too: the town was encircled by thick battlements which were
going to be removed; thus urban growth and industrialisation could really start.
The new federal state decided – among other things – postal and monetary unification. The standard was to be
the franc of France which had already been used in Geneva for the previous ten years. The common unit of
currency used by cantons for mail exchange was the kreuzer. But the latter did not exist as change for the
population.
Starting status: 2 kreuzer = 5 rappen;
100 rappen = 1 Swiss £ = 1.43 franc of Geneva/of France
Goal to reach: 1 new Swiss franc = 100 rappen = 1 franc of France = 1 former franc of Geneva
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Over a period of two years and three months a process supported the change of parity from 70 to 100 rappen for
1 franc of Geneva (see table below). A series of hesitations, U-turns and improvisations characterised the way to
reach the goal.

Table: A Summary of the Process of Monetary Transition
1. The situation until 30th September 1849
From 1843 Geneva had issued its own stamps. As for Zürich, it was the first continental postal administration to do
so. Stamps were valid for local mail only and people were not enthusiastic about this new way of franking. In
order to convince their users, the cantonal postal administration decided to reduce the price of its 5 cent stamps
to 4 cents while unfranked mail was still charged 5 cents to be paid by the recipient.
Mail received from/sent to the different cantons of Switzerland was charged with postage due according to the
successive postal services along the way (see Figure 1 on the previous page). For incoming mail the total amount
in kreuzer was eventually converted into cents or decimes (10 cents) of Geneva.

Figure 2 (left above) The new postal district I (Geneva) as from 1 st October 1849.
Figure 3 (right) 19th December 1849 – Letter from Chaux-de-Fonds (3rd rayon). 21c postage due (6 kreuzer).
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2. Conversion to the nearest cent – 1st October 1849 to 21 st January 1850
J-L.Collignon-Faure was the first head of the new federal Arrondissement Postal 1 (see Figure 2 on the previous
page) which followed the Poste de Genève, the cantonal postal administration. The new Swiss Federal Post divided
the territory into 11 postal districts. This new status gave wide autonomy to local management.
Mr. Collignon-Faure decided to adjust Genevan rates as close as possible to the first federal tariff (Ref. 1). A series
of amazing marks were then locally produced for incoming mail: 7cs, 14cs, 21cs, 28cs (see the example in Figure 3
on the previous page) depending on four levels of distance (Figure 4 below).

Figure 4 The four Swiss rayons from Geneva.
Other postage rates for multiple weight letters such as 32c were handwritten in red (Figure 5 below). The
population showed disapproval of the new rates. Cantonal mail cost 40% more than before (Figure 6 below) and
the different rates in general seemed complicated to use.
As from 22nd October the postal district issued the famous 4 cents stamp known as the ‘4 of Vaud’. This allowed
franked local mail to be close to the 2½ rappen of the federal tariff.

Figure 5 (left above) 29th November 1849 – Letter from Locle. 1½ postage 32c (9 Kreuzer).
Figure 6 (right) 1st October 1849 – 1st day of transitional system. Local letter franked with a 5c
stamp (sold 4c) and 3c charged due, total 7c.
The second part of this article will appear in a future edition of the Newsletter.
SOME EXTRA PUBLICITY FOR OUR SOCIETY
An article to promote the Helvetia Philatelic Society should appear shortly in the national philatelic journal:
'Stamp and Coin Mart' – look out for it! Thanks are due to all on 'Stamp and Coin Mart', particularly their Deputy
Editor, Rachel Bellerby, for her help in its preparation.
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NEVILLE NELDER

This cover was sent 'Express' from Neuchâtel to Travers - taking four hours for the journey. The letter was not
accepted, and the handwritten words indicate that it was to be returned to the sender [I assume], but not by
express postage. Hence the 'Annulé' handstamp [twice] on the express label. But in his/her enthusiasm, the stamp
itself was also cancelled in the same manner, which was not correct procedure for obvious reasons. I am advised
by our colleague Werner Gattiker that the five black dots under the stamp were a code for 'Oh dear, I have made a
mistake; please ignore it' !
If anyone else has an item with similar dots adjoining a handstamp, this is the explanation. It would be interesting
to know how many members have such items, and if the code is recorded in any catalogue or handbook.
OBITUARY – MICHAEL PROCTOR

DAVID HOPE

The Northern Group has received another blow with the death of Michael Proctor in February. Michael was an
active member of the Northern Group from November 1978 to November 2012 when illness curtailed his ability
to attend. He was Chairman on three occasions, most recently 2010-2011. He was also our representative at the
Yorkshire Philatelic Association from 1991 to 2012. He said, in introducing his last Chairman's presentation,
“Nothing in great depth, but a variety of things which interested him”. This summed up his collecting - simply
adding what took his fancy at the time. Above all he had the knack of finding bargains at local Stamp Fairs which
he was always keen to share with us. He will be greatly missed.
FORTHCOMING SOCIETY MEETINGS
Annual Meeting - It's not too late to book up for the Annual Meeting in Shrewsbury on the 5 th and 6th April, but
you may find that the hotel is full and you will have to look for an alternative close by. The hotel may be able to
suggest an alternative. Or you may wish to attend on only one of the days and not stay overnight. Please advise
Norton Wragg, our Treasurer, if you intend to come. The more the merrier!
Northern Group - Saturday 12th April - AGM and Open Competition. All meetings take place at Corporation Mill,
Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire commencing at 2.00.pm. Further details from David Hope Tel. 0161 3030091.
Southern Group - Saturday 7th June 2014 – a.m."Pages from Peace" (Peace and Peace Laureates) – Guest speaker:
Grace Davies; p.m."Members' Choice" – All Members. Saturday 4 th October - subject yet to be decided. All
meetings take place at the Cricketfield House Hotel, Wilton Road, Salisbury, Wiltshire commencing at 10.30.am.
Further details from Fred Hoadley Tel. 01403 711987.
A NEW MEMBER
A warm welcome is extended to our latest new member, Fred Smith, who lives in East Anglia. His registered
interests are in tête-bêche and se-tenant, 1939 National Exhibition and Campione d'Italia. We hope that he, and
all our members, will take full advantage of all the services and camaraderie the Society has to offer.
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ARTHUR WYSS

Part 5 translated into English by Eric Lienhard. The fourth part was in the March edition (pp. 18 - 20).
6. Carrying out duty in worrying times:- The FP in active service 1939-45.
6.1 Its organisation.
At mobilisation on 2nd September 1939 the FP Service was better prepared for its task than in 1914. The newly
appointed FP Director major Hans Frutiger (1940 Lt. Colonel, 1945 Colonel) was therefore already in a position at
the start, to smoothly run the operation thanks to timely organisation and suitably trained personnel. The frontier
troops and with them 17 FPs were already in position on 29 th August, 1939. At the same time the civilian military
stations were transferred to the FP. On the first day of mobilisation, 2 nd September, the main body of the army
followed including 13FPs (approx. 430,000 men). It soon became necessary to create further FPs due to the
territorial dispersion of the troops, so that after a month up to 40 FPs were in operation at the same time and,
where necessary, operated around the clock.
Shortly before the war on 1 st January 1939 the FP Service had 1,012 men available without the non-ranking troop
FP orderlies. Already by September this number was insufficient for the massively increased requirements,
therefore further military personnel from various contingents had to be drafted in and by the year end were
finally transferred to the FP Service. In 1940 the FP received 125 female auxiliaries for the first time who soon
proved their worth. The motorised vehicle drivers in the service exclusively of the FP were also integrated in May
1943. Thereby the total personnel of the FP Service by 1 st January 1945 rose practically to a regiment size: 206
officers, 376 secretaries (NCOs), 832 packers (NCOs), 1153 commissioned orderlies (some NCOs), 105 female
auxiliary service and 72 motor drivers; total 2,744. This number, especially among the FP soldiers, contained many
people who in civilian life did not work in the Post Office. The purpose of this policy was to protect as much as
possible the civil Post Offices' lack of personnel. The large increase from 1939 was due to the following reasons: a
generally greater number of troops, new troop units and categories and greater postal traffic of the individual
soldiers. From 1942 onwards all newly promoted FP Lieutenants were sent on 6 to 10 day FP courses annually.
6.2 The postal service for the troops.
The FP were provided with 6 FP guide manuals, issued and carefully updated by the FP Directorate. At the
beginning of September 1939 these manuals contained 3,840 instructions and by 1945 these rose to around
10,000. Twice daily the FP Directorate informed the FP of any changes via the telegraph. From 1939 to 1954,
118,694 amendments were recorded in the manual.
The post inward and outward was carried via distribution centres, often together with supplies using the same
vehicles. Excellent co-operation developed between FP and Supply troops.
The active service time was different from the earlier mobilisation period especially due to the numerous special
units whose location were distributed over a wide area and where postal service was often achieved only with
great difficulty. For instance there were companies which were split up into 10 or 20 groups widely scattered and
remote from each other. In many instances these small detachments were issued with their own FP number,
which facilitated quick and accurate redirection. In total approximately 1,100 FP numbers were allocated by 1945.
Often FPs were located in gymnasia, whereas for troop contingents suitable local rooms were outfitted. As during
1914-18 the FP again maintained carefully updated card indices as a basis for the postal service for the military
medical establishment which had been set up in many locations. As during WW1 the railways were the backbone
of the transport network for the FP Service. To lighten the load of the civil railway post and to generally speed up
the transport of FP post, regular railway-post courses were organised for the FP, i.e. actual military railway Post
Offices which were occasionally accompanied by FP personnel, which sorted the post for units to FP numbers etc.
whilst underway.
In practice any suitable and available means of transport were used by the FP: handcarts, bicycles, motorbikes,
vehicles, lorries, pack animals, carriers, skiers and cable cars. The intensive FP traffic naturally increased the need
for operational and office materials, which was continually supplied by the civil Post Office. Among the items were
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post sacks, devices for holding open or supporting frames for sacks, sorting racks, trolleys and baggage carts,
leather pouches, approximately 11 million sack labels, plus forms etc. Part of these materials with a total value in
excess of 1 million SFr. were supplied by the PTT to the FP free of charge.
All troop treasurers were ordered to open a PO Giro account, thus minimising the use of cash in financial
transactions. The risks inherent in the holding of cash and payments in the FP Service commerce could also be
minimised.
Mail Types

To Troops

From Troops

Parcels and Laundry bags

82,186,700

64,630,400

146,817,100

Letters,cards,newspapers
and printed matter

230,336,000

218,886,000

449,222,000

2,276,500

2,388,000

4,664,500

314,799,200

285,904,400

600,703,600

Money orders, paying-in-slips
TOTAL

Total

The total of the transactions with money orders and paying in slips amounted to 361,265,535 Sfr. On average each
soldier received 2 letters in 3 days and sent out the same number. Every 5 th day he received a laundry sack or
parcel and every 6th day sent out one such. The revenue lost by the PTT due to free military post reached the
enormous sum of 120 million Sfr. For the period 1939-45, on average, 20 million Sfr. per year. For comparison:- in
1944 the total revenue income of the Post Office was 172.7 million Sfr. For gifts and the so-called army parcels
during the Christmas and Easter periods the weight limits were raised to 5kg. for a short period. The festival days
meant a great deal of extra work for the FP.
The lost property office of the FP Directorate had to deal with around 11,000 parcels and laundry sacks as well as
about 190,000 letters posted during active service, which due to inadequate or missing addresses could not be
delivered on time. By far the greatest number, after successful research, reached the correct recipient. From a
total of 38,460 lost FP consignments, only 9,330 parcels and 1,877 letters remained unaccounted for. From July
1943 the soldiers received the laundry sacks and parcels only against a signature. Thereafter the number of
searches and losses dropped considerably.
After the official cessation of active service (20 th August 1945) those responsible for the FP Service could look back
with satisfaction and justified pride on a successful and testing period, frequently subject to difficult and hectic
operating conditions. Even though Switzerland and its army were spared the ultimate fire test of war and foreign
occupation, the FP Service was able to offer a constantly available and effective connection between population
and army. This was thanks to an exemplary organisation and the conscientious efforts of FP personnel
contributing in no small measure to the inner cohesion of our nation during a period of continuing danger. This
fact was succinctly stated in sober terms in the report by the General Chief of Staff of the army concerning the
active service period 1939-45 as follows: "The FP were faced with a huge task from the start of active service. It
showed itself equal to the task. Through a reliable and fast postal service it contributed much to the good spirits
of the troops. The Staff and Units already received their mail on the day of reporting for duty. Thereafter the
parcels were distributed once and the letterpost twice daily. The troops especially appreciated rapid receipt of
newspapers".
The sixth part of this article will appear in a future edition of the Newsletter.

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.

"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

• Liechtenstein also available.
Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 - werner@swisstamps.co.uk
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'Cantonal Capitals' was the title for members' displays at the March meeting of the Northern Group. Chairman
Tony Hoyle said that in 60 years of being a member of the Northern Group he could not recall this topic being on
the syllabus. He then showed a variety of items, stamps, postmarks, postcards and his own photos related to 10 of
the capitals. A particularly interesting section dealt with Swiss Archives at Schwyz. Tony said that over the years he
had visited all the capitals. David Hope followed with a variety of items related to 15 of the capitals. These
included Stamp Exhibitions, architectural features, museums, zoos, organisations (e.g. F.I.F.A.) and festivals. Alan
Green showed items from the International Education Bureau in Geneva, sent during the Second World War. Two
items were returned from Prisoner of War Camps in Germany without explanation. David Whitworth and David
Colman both showed a variety of postmarks used by post offices in the capitals. Gordon Bromberger closed the
event with a variety of postcards which included pictures or town maps of the capitals. The variety of items on
display certainly illustrated the possibilities of such a topic.
NEWS FROM SWISS POST
Reference our series on the Swiss Army Postal Service, Swiss Post Ltd. issued a stamp in March to commemorate
the 125th Anniversary of the organisation, emphasising romance through letter-writing. They report that in recent
years the annual delivery of the Service has amounted, on average, to 2M letters, 0.25M parcels and 1.3M
newspapers (supplied free of charge by the publishers). To avoid soldiers abusing the free mail service a regulation
has been introduced to restrict the number of parcels per trip to the post office per recipient to five.
New products: i) The special envelopes and cards (with special cancellations) produced and sold at each philatelic
exhibition attended abroad in 2013 by Swiss Post are now available as a set. Still no sign of a recent visit by them
to an exhibition in Britain! Perhaps the Europhilex Stamp Exhibition in 2015 beckons? ii) As a result of, what they
describe as, the "severe decline in demand" for both their folders and collection sheets, Swiss Post have combined
them into a single product – a "folder/collection sheet" (with appropriate special FD cancellation). This product
has been offered for the first time for the sale of all the new stamps issued in March 2014.
Swiss Post have revealed that owing to "technical problems with the printing" the 2013 Christmas stamps had to
be printed in two stages, requiring different types of paper. Sets of stamps with the changed paper are now
available to collectors from the Stamps and Philately department. (Reference: 'Focus on Stamps' 1/2014)
SPRING STAMPEX 2014, LONDON
Several members of the Society have reported that they attended this major exhibition, including Rosalind Ragg,
Fred Hoadley and Eric Lienhard who discovered a stand run by a real Swiss stamp dealer (but not Werner
Gattiker). The well-known Swiss auction house Corinphila Auktionen company, were present, but only six
countries' Post Offices (GB, Germany, Gibralter and the three British 'Islands'). Fifteen specialist societies held
meetings during the four days of the event. Your Editor found time to make a visit, albeit short, as I was on my
way to the Paul Klee exhibition on the South Bank before it finished its run. The large area devoted to exhibits,
including 'Youth', 'Thematic' and 'Open' Philately classes, was encouraging and the quality was generally high.
However there were only two exhibits in the recently introduced class of 'Postcards' and only one in the 'Revenue'
and 'Postal Stationery' classes – plenty of scope for some of our members to compete there, I would have
thought! Specific Swiss-related displays were in short supply. I spotted several exhibits which contained some
items of Swiss origin including – some unusual covers in Dr. Brian Callan's 'Pioneering Flights of Graf Zeppelin 127:
1928-1931' and some Pro Patria issues in Mrs. Wendy Buckle's 'Illuminated Manuscripts'; but no stamps of the
Swiss Army's bicycle unit in Brian Sole's 'Go by Cycle'!
Members who came to Salisbury last year will remember the material presented on the Dornier flying boat. The
exhibit at Stampex of Mr. Bryan Hyner, 'The Flight of the Dornier Do X 1a', not only mentioned its relationship with
Switzerland, but also the fact that it landed in Southampton Water on its way to South America. A preview of
some of the Swiss-related material which may appear at our next meeting in Salisbury was included in the three
exhibits at Stampex of our speaker, Mrs. Grace Davies: 'Toward United Nations', 'The Dove and Olive Branch,
Symbols of Hope and Peace' and 'The Peace Rose'. Yes there is a Pro Juventute rose related to 'Peace' – come
along in June and find out which one!
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RICHARD DONITHORN

Another very well-attended and much enjoyed gathering took place in Salisbury last month. Several new faces
have appeared over the last year and this has greatly increased the range of material on display. The choice of
subject title, "Mixed Frankings", gave everyone a chance to participate. The lively debate that was generated
ensured that much was learned.
In discussion it was concluded that the key to unravelling the complexities of such covers was a clear
understanding of the correct postal rates and the charges on the sender, e.g. the insurance, registration, express
delivery or cash collection element. Suggested source material included:
• the latest edition of the Zumstein Specialised catalogue (Part 2) which now includes airmail rates
• Fritz Grafe's 'Swiss Letter Rates 1862-2012' which is on the Society's website
• the Zack Inland and Ausland booklets (now considered to be out-dated)
• 'Die Schweizerischen Flugpost-Zuschlagstaxen ab 1919' by Roland Kohl
However, it was agreed that none of the information was totally reliable or complete. Perhaps not surprising with
such a knowledgeable gathering !
Bob Medland started proceedings with six frames of interesting, high-quality material. His "mixes" included a
large number of covers displaying 'Official' Mail with the official stamps of different issues (IKW mixed overprints
and uprated postal stationery, official perforated cross/overprints, etc.). He then produced a multitude of Postage
Due covers with combinations of stamps from the early blue, green, Alpine Rose, Children and Numeral designs.
Most recent were post-1955 definitive/commemorative stamps and FRAMA labels used as postage dues, overstruck with 'T' cancels. Perhaps most fascinating were several incoming mail items with postage dues of multiple
countries (in one case even from three countries) with a brief introduction to the 'gold centimes' system of
calculating postage due on such items.
Martin Mantell tackled the unusual subject of 'Mixed Frankings on Insured Mail'. Having approached this
challenge relatively recently he was at pains to point out that he was very much in "learning mode". Nevertheless,
as was usual with Martin's presentations, his knowledge was several notches up on that of many in his audience.
Insured mail first appeared in 1875. Post Office regulations required senders to use special, heavy-duty, orange or
buff envelopes which were obtainable at the PO. Covers had to be sealed with red wax which could be applied by
the sender, but was often applied by PO desk staff. Martin showed covers with a variety of 'value declared/insured
post' labels in pink, white or purple hues. Head POs had there own-named labels, local POs used 'registered post'
labels with the 'R' of 'Registered' cut off.
Fred Hoadley's display included:
• Nachnahme (Cash on Delivery) post used for a variety of transactions. Franking on these items covered
postage plus a collection fee, usually payed by the recipient, but in some cases one or both were paid
by the sender. (For details of Nachnahme rates refer to Geoff Hubbard's article on the subject in the
HPS Newsletter 1989:pp.25-27).
• Letters and postal cards with additional franking to make up the correct rate for mail to foreign
countries, including an 1866 cover to England with 40c. and 10c Sitting Helvetias (a 50c value was not
available until 12th February 1867).
• A 1933 cover (with contents) obtained at STAMPEX the previous day, addressed to Group Captain, The
Hon. L.J.E. Fiennes, Air Attaché, British Embassy, New York. (Lawrence Twistleton-Wykeham-Fiennes
was the third son of the 19th Baron Saye and Sele of Broughton Castle, Oxfordshire).
• A cover franked with a strip of tete-beche Tell and TELL Boy stamps taken fom a sheet produced for the
creation of booklet panes (Such strips were made available for sale direct to stamp collectors searching
for the unusual, but are rarely seen used).
• Pro Juventute cards and covers with mixed franking, including a 1931 cover to Mulhouse (Alsace)
franked with 10c and 20c stamps of the 1931 PJ Landscape issue. Printed in photogravure, these were
the first stamps to be produced by Courvoisier of La Chaux-de-Fonds.
Neville Nelder displayed some very attractive examples from his 1934 and 1936 Small Landscapes and 'Sitting
Helvetias' collections including several FDCs, 1934/1936 mixes and gutter- and tête-bêche pairs. Among the more
unusual items were:
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A commercial cover with 1936 Landscapes with TPO and Luftpost; 1937 Commemorative cover relating to the
'Capitulation Conference' relating to termination of the use of the British legal system in Egypt; 1940 Red Cross
airmail flights commemorative cover ; 1911 Cover with 6 stamps each neatly cancelled separately – in line with
the then current official Postal Regulations; Airmail cover to England in 1945 with 1927 Pro Juventute used
outside the validity period but, apparently, not spotted; Parcel label with mixed franking relating to a tourist's
purchase to be forwarded by steamship; Complete 1944 Campione issue on an attractive philatelic cover; Postal
stationery wrapper with mixed franking – imprinted and postage stamps; twin imprinted Sitting Helvetia stamps
on two postal stationery covers; Military mail covers with soldier stamp(s) with/without postage stamps and
'Mission Romande' covers, all with mixed frankings.
John Millener - Covers with mixed 1850 Rayons, 1855 Strubels; seven 1c Numerals stamps on cover (2 different
issues); a cover with no less than 13 Swiss postage due stamps to make up the 'postage due'; mixed franking of a
private firm's FRAMA labels; censored cover with ink applied to show up any use of invisible inks.
Eric Lienhard - Reference his search for Festival Vaudois commemorative cards – he is still looking for an example
of 6 of the 36 designs published. His mixed frankings included various postal stationery cards with gummed
stamps added to make up the postal charge; a Postal Museum postal stationery card with 'spider on hammer'
variety of the 750th Anniversary of Bern commemorative stamp; and a 1960 censored cover to Egypt.
Rosalind Ragg – Mixed frankings on postal stationery; use of mixed FRAMA labels on a Registered post cover; use
of invalid Pro Patria stamps on cover without postag due claimed. Away from 'Mixed Frankings', a large number of
examples of Swiss stamps used on cover with foreign cancellations including one with a Gloucester, England
cancellation sent by Rosalind to herself – no postage due claimed by Royal Mail!
Michael Sharp - Covers which raised queries regarding postal rates – domestic mail in 1853 and 1855 travelling
through different distance zones, complicated by Registration, over-weight letter rates, etc.
Don Gardiner - Various TPO cancels on routes relating to the development of the rail network, including the
Geneva-Sion and the Ambulant 1 route through Culoz in Savoie. Post Van at Zermatt. Some surprising information
came out in the discussion on his display - Interlaken had no Post Office of its own until 1865 when the developing
tourist industry began to put the, then, small village on the map.
Richard Donithorn – In addition to the inevitable duplication by the "last act on" of material previously shown,
Richard showed early MS cut-outs on cover; return postal stationery cards from abroad with both imprinted Swiss
stamp and foreign stamps; private postal stationery with imprinted mixed frankings and some Joint-issue FDCs.
THE SOCIETY'S NEWSLETTER INDEX

OUR WEBMASTER, FRED HOADLEY

The Index of articles and snippets of information, published in the Society's Newsletter since January 1948, has
recently been updated to include all entries from the 2013 publications. To access the Index, visit the Society's
website www.swiss-philately.co.uk and click on the 'NEWS' icon in the Newsletter webpage. There are over 3,500
entries in the Newsletter Index, pointing to the year of publication and the relevant page number(s) where the
article(s) can be found. Used in conjunction with hardcopies of the Newsletter, or a copy of the Digital Library CDROM, the information can be easily retrieved for research.
SWISS POST'S ARGUMENT FOR PURCHASING STAMPS - Referring to the fact that they have promoted 700 new
stamps in the first 20 years of publishing their house journal 'Focus on Stamps', Swiss Post's Head of
Communication, Stamps and Philately, Carina Ammon stated - "Stamps capture the spirit of the times in our
country in many different ways. History, culture, art, architecture, flora and fauna, sport, key events, achievements
by famous people and anniversaries. All of this and much more besides is documented in 28x33 mm. format.
Stamps can be compared to our country's smallest history book and largest reference book all in one." (Ref. 'Focus
on Stamps' 1/2014 Editorial)
SOURCES OF PHILATELIC INFORMATION FOR COLLECTORS – Do any members refer to or purchase books on-line?
The American Philatelic Research Library recently reported that a useful reference book, 'The International
Postage Meter Stamp Catalog' by A. Hawkins and R. Stambaugh (2005) is shortly to be available on the Wikibooks
website.Please let me know if you would, or already do, take advantage of such easy-access to stamp information.
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NEWS FROM THE SOCIETY’S LIBRARIAN

BOB MEDLAND

Further to the short article in the January 2014 edition of the Newsletter (P. 7) regarding the latest book that has
been acquired for the Society’s library: ‘Röstigraben’: im Spiegel von Post und Bahn/Practiques de la Poste et des
Entreprises Ferroviaires' (2013). I have now had a chance to read it and would certainly recommend it to our
Members. In case the title leaves some members non-plussed about the subject matter, Röstigraben (literally
'Röstiditch’) is a humorous term used to define the cultural and linguistic divide between the German and Frenchspeaking parts of Switzerland. Rösti is a speciality dish (grated, fried potato) of the German-speaking part of
Switzerland. This delightful little book pays particular attention to the effect of the two languages on the postal
and railway organisations. With colour illustrations of stamps, postcards, covers and railways on almost every
page, it has been beautifully produced. The approach is light-hearted but the contents present a fabulous display
of postal history. As a collector with special interest in cancellations, I have long been fascinated in bi-lingual
postmarks and alternative cancellers used on mail from this ‘area’ of the country: the quality and variety of postal
history items illustrated is incredible. Yet again, the Swiss have produced a top-quality publication on a fascinating
little subject matter.
HOW MANY NEW STAMPS ARE THERE?
Swiss Post recently published data on the quantities issued for each of a large number of the stamps produced in
2011. Not surprisingly, the highest print runs were for the Xmas stamps – the 1.00 Sfr – 7.7M and the 85c – 6.2M.
The next highest was for the Lavaux triptych (strip) – 2.3M, the Honey Bee - 2.2M, the 1.40 Sfr Xmas - 2.1M and
the World Wildlife Fund – 2.0M. The smallest runs were for the Sierre Day of the Stamp sheet – 0.42M, the
National Hymn block and the highest value (1.90 Sfr) of the Handicapped Artists set - each 0.5M. The numbers for
the other issues quoted were Love – 1.8M, Anniversary – 1.7M, Birth – 1.4M and the rest between 1.2M and
0.6M; the majority being 1.0M or less. How does this compare with previous print runs? (Ref.'Tell' Vol. XL/2 P. 12)
CORINPHILA AUCTION
The Corinphila Auction House in Zürich have sent the Society details of their next auction on 21 st – 24th May 2014.
They are looking for more items to include. Contacts – Tel. +41-0(44) – 3899191 Website – www.corinphila.ch
NEWS FROM THE AMERICAN HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
The Society's Annual Convention will take place at the INDYPEX philatelic show in Indianapolis, IN from 26 th - 28th
September 2014. Society events will include a "show and tell/seminar", an informal dinner, a general meeting and
an informal swap session. DetaiLs from their President, Bob Zeigler – rzeigler@zcklaw.com
The Society's Secretary, Richard Hall, noted in 'Tell' that the 2014 Zumstein Catalogue includes the Pro Juventute
'briefli' for the first time and that he has heard a rumour that a new edition of the Zumstein Specialised Catalogue
may appear this year – the last edition was published in 2000. Does anyone know more?
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