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Further to the article 'Déjà Vu' in our Newsletter in August 2012 Page 67. Having a spare moment, I  recently 
flicked through the catalogue of Soldier Stamps by Markus Wittwer, published in 2004, only to find depictions of a  
number of famous faces that I hadn't seen before. Two more 'stamps' depicting Henri Dunant (Figs. a and b above  
- both Medical Corp.), two more depicting General Guisan (c Command Staff and d Cyclists' Unit, and possibly e 
the Sappers) and one of William Tell with a 'successor' (f below – Infantry). But does anyone recognise any of the  
gentlemen shown in Figs. (g), (h), (i) or (j) below ?

          Fig. f                            Fig. g                     Fig. h                   Fig. i                            Fig. j  
Two of them seem to be purely symbolic figures. However, our Librarian, Bob Medland, has undertaken some  
research (including on Wikipedia) and has managed to discover the identity of two of the people portrayed on  
World War l soldier stamps. The manly figure in Fig. (i) is Pierre Péquignat (1669 -1740 – spelt Pierra on the stamp)  
who was the clerk of the people of Ajoie in the present canton  of Jura. One of his duties was to convey any 
complaints of the local (ajoulotte?) population to the Lord Bishop of Basel, Jean-Conrad Reinach. Eventually this  
lead to him becoming head of a peasants' revolt, which resulted in his imprisonment in Castle Porrentruy. He was  
sentenced to death and executed with two other companions in misfortune. He became a martyr and folk hero,  
remembered particularly for inspiring the popular song "The Petignat". The stamp in Fig. (j) is based on a portrait  
of Adrian von Bubenburg of Bern (1434 – 1479) who was famous for leading the Swiss defence at the Battle of  
Murten. Please let me know if there are any more famous faces lurking on WW I or WW ll Soldier Stamps? (My  
apologies that some of the illustrations in this article are not in colour and not all to the correct or same scale.)

WORLD CUP DREAMS
For such a relatively small nation, the Swiss national soccer team, have done well to qualify yet again for the  
World Cup finals. No stamp was issued by Swiss Post to celebrate this achievement, unlike those to commemorate 
Switzerland as the choice of venue for the World Cup in 1954 (Z319) and the European Championships in 2008 
(Z1264,  1275).  As  I  write,  the  Swiss  have  savoured  victory  over  Ecuador  (2-1)  but  suffered  defeat  to  their 
neighbours France (2-5). A new issue celebrating their triumphs this time seems unlikely at this stage! (Editor)
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THE 100  th   ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIELD POST IN SWITZERLAND 1889 – 1989                                               ARTHUR WYSS

Part 8 translated into English by Eric Lienhard. The seventh part was in the June edition (pp. 46-48).

8. The FP Service of today.

8.1 Less mobility, more efficiency: The new FP Organisation of 1977.

In 1977 the army was given a new provisioning concept. This caused the greatest reorganisation of the FP Service  
since its inception. Its integration into the territorial zones led logically to the disbandment of the existing 48 FPs.  
In their place 28 new fixed FPs were created which were attached to the Supply Regiments. This rationalisation  
brought considerable benefits: numerous relocations, costly in time and effort, could be avoided and the better  
organised operational infrastructure of the individual FPs meant generally quicker supply routes.  
 
The Post Offices located in barracks are rated very highly within the FP Service. 35 professionally active FP NCOs  
look after the postal service at arsenals. These arsenal FP NCOs are responsible for FP from and to Recruit Schools, 
Staff Schools and other Courses and Troop Units allocated to them. At the same time they instruct new Troop FP 
NCOs and postal orderlies and teach the recruits the most important basic knowledge of the rights and duties  
(postal secrecy, free post, etc.) of each member of the armed services as an FP customer.

8.2 The new 'Ordinance of the FP Service' of 21st September 1981.

This ordinance forms the currently in force codified legal basis for the FP Service and is complemented by the  
'Regulations of the General Staff for the FP Service' of 26th January 1982. The ordinance describes the duties of the 
military post and, for example, defined as follows:

"Article 1: Duties
The duty of the FP Service is to secure the postal service within the armed services in conjunction with the PTT.
Article 2: Services
The FP Service is to give the same service as the civil Post Office; with the exception of: a) Travel Post Service; b)  
conveyance of items which because of size or contents are unsuitable for postal transmission within the armed  
services; c) the special requirements for Express Service.
The FP Service enables civilian phone calls to the troops and delivers telegrams.
Article 3: Service Responsibilities
The FP guarantees the troops a quick and reliable postal service to the standard of the civilian post with one daily  
delivery; in the instruction service the FP Director can order a twice daily delivery. The postal service must not 
interrupt the instruction of the troops. During special military training the FP Director can limit certain types of  
postal services."

A further definition, under Article 4 Section 2: 'The FP Directorate is a unit of the General Directorate of the PTT 
Service. During active service it is a military unit of the Army Staff' and under Article 5 Section 1 'the FP Director  
leads the FP Directorate. He is chosen by the designated department of the PTT Service. The choice requires the  
approval  of the General  Staff'.  Section 2:  'The FP Director is  militarily under the control  of the General  Staff  
Services Group.'

The FP ordinance specifically differentiates between instructional services (military service during peacetime) and 
active service (military service after mobilisation).

On this basis the FP Service continually raises its operational effectiveness by internal improvements. When the 
civil  post  changed  to  one  delivery  per  working  day  in  mid  1986,  the  FP  Service  nevertheless  continued  its  
peacetime service: AM first delivery, PM second delivery, primarily to deliver mail – including newspapers – which  
arrived during the morning. A special category of mail, which forms an increasing part of the FP Service, are the  
free papers for the troops donated by many publishers. Many are addressed directly to the Units, most arrive daily  
by the sack load at the FP, which then try to fairly distribute them to the troops in their area of responsibility.

In 1985 the bi-annual service rota for FP personnel replaced the previous – as per regulations – annual refresher  
courses, but naturally with the same total service time.
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The Structure of the Field Post

Today (beginning 1989) the FP Service is made up as follows: at the 28 FPs: 240 officers, 750 FP Secretaries (of  
them 110 members of the Military Women's Service), 120 NCOs, 910 soldiers; together a total of 2,020 persons; in  
addition there are 133 Troop FP NCOs; this gives a total of 3,350.

8.3 A typical working day in a FP (ref. Figs. 26-30)

Fig. 26 – 5.00 am FP personnel collect deliveries from the Base Post Office (Postal Centre or larger size Post Office).
Fig. 27 - 7.15 am at the FP the deliveries are sorted for the Staff and Units to be supplied.

The staff of the FP prepare the station in advance, so that all Staff and Units can receive their mail on the day of  
reporting  for  duty,  including  all  the  materials  the  Company  office  requires  from  the  start.  An  unloading 
Detachment collects all consignments intended for their FP from the Base PO or from a railway wagon and convey 
them to their FP's sphere of operation. The post is then immediately sorted for the individual companies, bagged  
and loaded. As a rule the motorised transports laden with the post leave between 8 and 9 a.m. The post is handed  
to the Troops FP NCO (FP specialist of the Battalion) who is then responsible for forwarding it to the individual  
Companies. Within the Company the postal orderlies take care of delivery to individuals.

The return post is collected and put onto the supply transports, processed by the FP and passed to the civil post.  
As  a  rule  the  second delivery  is  made  after  noon,  where  according  to  opportunity,  civil  rail  and  motorised  
transports are used, which are reserved for the transport of post. During troop manoeuvres wartime situations  
are also tested, which make for deviations from normal postal delivery practices: The FP no longer delivers the 
post directly to the troops, but deliver it to so-called Base Supply Depots, from where the troops draw all their  
other supplies.

Even though the FP primarily have to fulfil a professional task, similar to civil post service, they are nevertheless  
military units. The correct military ability and knowledge is therefore essential for FP personnel. What sets the FP 
Service apart from the Supply Services of the army is  the individual delivery of every item exclusively to the  
recipient. In contrast to this, it does not matter to the individual soldier where his bread, cheese or munitions 
come from. (Part 9 will appear in a future edition)
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Fig. 28 - 9.30 am transfer of field post to the FP NCO of a Battalion.
Fig. 29 - 12 noon the Postal Orderly of the Company has received the return post from the Unit FP NCO.
Fig. 30 – 12.40 pm The post is delivered, moral support for the continuing manoeuvres.

REPORTS FROM THE STUDY GROUPS                                                                                                                BOB MEDLAND

Postage Dues – As convenor, I'm pleased to report that this study group now has seven members including one 
from the American HPS. There have been numerous email 'strings' in the first part of this year, with pictures of  
recent discoveries of intriguing covers that require interpretation. Recent topics have included the continuing  
theme of 'Gold centimes' hand-stamps (an article for the Newsletter to follow); a mysterious 1896 cover under-
paid with 6c instead of 10c (why?); a 1913 postcard sent 'Drucksache' (printed paper rate) from Bavaria that the  
post office considered should have been paid the normal rate; and the perennial subject of '1c postage due'  
(again, watch this space!). So the group has been enjoying lots of stimulating correspondence and some fantastic  
scanned pictures of fine covers.
Cancellations – This group has been slow to get going, but I am pleased to report that we now have five members.  
The first two topics under discussion cover little-known and more familiar subjects. Firstly the little-known, circled  
numeral handstamps (usually back-stamped) from Geneva that indicated the postman's round: how common are  
these and are they actually recognised by many collectors as being of Swiss origin? Secondly, the rounded-oblong  
'Fahrpost' (parcels) cancels will be recognised by most collectors, especially from 'Nachnahme' (COD) covers. But  
one or two seem to have been used more generally: a study is under way to establish their other postal duties.

All three Study Group convenors would welcome more members, whether or not you are an email user. Full  
contact details were set out on Page 68 of the August 2013 edition of the Newsletter.

NEWS FROM ACROSS THE POND

Good news! - George Struble, the Editor of the AHPS's 'Tell', has written to inform us that he has acquired the late  
Ian Gilchrist's SCADTA exhibit. He is now planning to show the main 5-frame exhibit at the AHPS convention at  
INDYPEX (in Indianapolis) in September non-competitively,  under Ian's name "as a tribute to a friend". He has 
added a commemorative title page which includes a photo of Ian explaining the exhibit to a group of AHPS friends  
at NAPEX in 2011. He also intends to combine Ian's and his own material to create an exhibit for SEAPEX (in  
Seattle).  George is to be congratulated as he recently entered an exhibit of Swiss Airmails at PIPEX (the Pacific  
International Philatelic Exhibition). It won three awards – the best title page, the Grand Award for best airmail  
exhibit and the multi-frame Grand Award for the whole Show! It seems that Swiss material goes down well in 
competitions, provided you know what to collect and how best to display it. Why not have a go yourself? (Editor)
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THE POSTAL HISTORY OF ADELBODEN (PART TWO)                                                                                           ALAN GREEN

Adelboden in the 19  th   Century (Continued)  

P.T.T. Records show that 3,800 letter post items and 485 parcels were dispatched during 1870. Büschlen resigned 
on health grounds on 1st June 1873. His successor was Friedrich Künzi who located his office in Ohlsenhaus, Dorf, 
about 500m south of the church on Dorfstrasse, Adelboden. His annual salary is stated to be Sfr.624. Friedrich  
undertook trips to Frutigen on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday alternate weeks with Johannes Danzer.

Round date cancellers with the date built up by using loose inserts were in use in parts of Switzerland from the  
founding of the State Post Office. In 1865 Johann Jacob Güller proposed the use of engraved wheels to stamp date 
details  on postal  items to the Post  Office in Berne.  The idea was trialled and then accepted in 1867.  G üller 
produced approximately 600 cancellers between 1868 and 1870. Adelboden received its "cds" in 1874. It had  
sixteen thin bars above and below the date.  

P.T.T. Records show that 7,200 letters and 1,009 packets were dispatched and 835 packets delivered from the  
Adelboden Post Office in 1880 in addition to 212 cash deposits and 110 cash counter payments being made.

Another postman, Friedrich Burn, born in Adelboden in 1844, was appointed on 1st March 1883. The duties of 
delivery and messenger were transferred from the Post Office Keeper to the postmen on 1 st November 1883. 
From that time onward there was a daily courier service between Adelboden and Frutigen departing from the  
village at 07.00 and from the town at 11.30. It was the responsibility of the courier to assist in carrying out this  
service at his own expense.

Post  Office  Keeper  Künzi  had  a  new building  erected  opposite  the  Hotel  Adler  during  1884  from which  he 
operated the Post Office. A Telegraph Office was opened in the same building on 17 th June 1886.

In 1888, a horse-drawn coach was put into service offering passenger seats at Sfr.2.75 single. The coach departed  
at 09.45 from Frutigen arriving at Adelboden at 12.15, with the return trip commencing at 14.30 to arrive in  
Frutigen at 16.35. A winter service was introduced in 1890, leaving Adelboden at 6.10 and returning from Frutigen  
at 14.00 but with the provision that it would only run if there was post to be carried to Frutigen.

The status of the Adelboden Post Office was raised to Class 3 on 1 st July 1890. Friedrich Künzi the former Post 
Office Keeper was appointed Post Master and Telegraphist and continued to operate from the same building as  
before. Dispatches from the Office had increased to 14,300 letter post, 1,267 parcel post, deliveries totalled 1,919  
whilst cash deposits are recorded to be 900 and payments were 419.

Growth in number of tourists was reflected in the frequency of the horse-drawn postal service being established  
at two journeys in July and August between Frutigen and Adelboden whilst at other times only once each day.

P.T.T. Records show that in 1900 postage stamps to the value of Sfr.8,595 were sold, 114,300 letters, 3,502 parcels  
dispatched and 7,205 packet post items delivered. Cash deposits totalled 2,441 and payments were 419.

Adelboden in the 20  th   Century  
Communications with other parts of Switzerland were further improved with the opening of the Spiez-Frutigen 
Bahn  on  25th January  1901.  Two  horse-drawn  postal  services  ran  daily  from  Frutigen  to  Adelboden.  An  
announcement dated 1st May 1902 stated that the coach would run three times each day from 15 th June to 15th 

September 1902 and twice daily at other times.

Postmaster Künzi opened a new hotel building which he named "The Hotel Post" during Spring 1902. His family  
ran the business. Without the knowledge of the District Postal Service Managers he transferred the Post Office to  
the north side of this building. Complaints regarding the running of the hotel and the post office by the same 
family were lodged by the Tourist Office with the District Postal Service management on the basis of conflict of  
interests. Künzi was requested to decide which he would run!

A second courier, Gottlieb Burn born in Adelboden in 1870, was appointed to the staff of the Adelboden Post  
Office on 1st September 1903.
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Fig. 6  Adelboden Post Office c1910 with staff on "parade".
Fig. 7   "Post Frutigen-Adelboden Wildstrubel (3,253m)" used by a Belgian internee (see also Fig. 8 on P. 59)

On the 18th December 1903 an advertisement by A. Künzi-Hari appeared in the "Berner Anzeiger" (a Bernese  
newspaper) recommending the former Hotel Post now called the Hotel Victoria. The District Postal Managers  
issued an ultimatum to Herr Künzi  requiring him to confirm by the 1 st May 1904 that the Hotel  Victoria had 
changed  hands  either  by  renting  or  by  sale.  Such  confirmation  was  not  given.  Friedrich  Künzi's  resignation 
followed on 1st June 1904.

A 27 year old clerk, Rudolf Studer, from the Post Office in Bern was appointed as Postmaster. In anticipation of  
these events, the Post Office had leased a property from Johann Maurer, coachman in Adelboden, located on the  
square in Innerschwand in the main road next to the Church (Fig. 6) on 5 th November 1903. The Post Office was 
transferred to this building on 1st June 1904 but due to the increased demand for postal services it was decided to 
leave the Telegraph Office in the building opposite the Hotel Adler.

The horse-drawn postal service between Frutigen and Adelboden was increased to three daily return journeys  
throughout the year starting on 1st May 1905. A further indication of the rising demand is the employment of  
three postmen from 1st August 1909. They were Gottlieb Pieren aged 26 with 10 hours, Friedrich Burn for 8 hours 
and Gottlieb Burn for 11 hours.

In 1910 it is recorded that the value of postage stamp sales was Sfr.39,950 with 451,000 letter post items and 
13,652 parcels dispatched. Cash deposits were Sfr.9,688 and payments Sfr.2,118. Packet post deliveries totalled  
29,509, a 400% increase in the decade.

Postman Friedrich Burn aged 68 retired on 27th August 1912 to be replaced by Friedrich Willen, born 1890, from 
Adelboden.

That demand for postal services continued to rise is reflected in the horse-drawn postal service being raised to 
four trips during the summer (15th June - 15th September) of 1912 and also during the summer and winter (15th 

December - 28th February) of 1913. The coach service offered six seats during the summer season, five for the  
remainder of the year. Four or five travellers could be carried outside the cabin.

War engulfed Europe in 1914 and tourism ceased. The Frutigen – Adelboden coach service was reduced to two  
services each day for 9 months. Three daily return trips were operated during the summer of 1915 but then the  
service was cut back again until June 1917 when the horse-drawn vehicle (Fig. 7) was replaced by an auto-mobile.

Soldiers of all nationalities crossed into neutral Switzerland from February 1916. By May their numbers had risen 
to 12,000. Postal regulations for the military internees were issued to the special sections of the Swiss Field Post 
(FP) which had the responsibility of handling their mail. Incoming mail was directed to Bern where the Feld Post  
Directorate (FPD) at FP office 23 maintained a card index which listed the location of every individual. The Federal  
Post Office was required to distribute the items. Many internment camps were established and when these were 
full the Government began to house the "reluctant" combatants, escaped Prisoners of War and those prisoners  
deemed to be in need of medical treatment in the empty hotels. They were allocated to regions so that contact  
between enemies was as little as possible. Allied forces were held in the Bernese Oberland region. 
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Proprietors of the empty hotels in Adelboden found some income from hosting the many severely wounded  
prisoners of war who were given shelter under a scheme negotiated by the International Red Cross. Several were  
populated by foreign "guests" from 1915 until the conflict ended. The Post Office endured heavy losses arising  
from the carriage of "free" mail (Figs. 8 and 9 below). Mail from internees was collected by the Camp FP orderly, 
hand stamped with a two line mark, and then delivered to the civilian post offices where the Swiss Post date  
stamp was applied.

Towards the end of the War, Johann Maurer, owner of the house in which the Post Office was located, was unable  
to meet his mortgage payments. The building was offered in an auction but failed to meet the asking price. At the  
next auction the mortgage was taken over by the "Ersparniskasse Aeschi by Spiez Bank" who promptly sought 
permission to alter and renovate the property. Rental payments were made by the Bank from 1 st September 1917 
and the renovations completed so that business could be started on 20th August 1918.

Fig. 8 (left above) PPC written by a Belgian internee housed in Hotel Kurhaus, Adelboden, 31 st May 1916. Two line 
military Feldpost internment camp hand stamp. Entered Germany through Konstanz Censorship Office.

Fig. 9 (right) PPC written by a French internee held in Hotel Beau Site, 27 th September 1916. Two-line "Internment 
des Prisonniers De Guerre/ADELBODEN – SUISSE" in purple ink. "ADELBODEN (BERNOBERLAND) 27.IX.16-XII"cds.

In 1915 the Swiss PTT began issuing 27mm diameter, steel, double circle, open bridge date stamps with the post 
region number (PK) in place of the lower bars. Adelboden, being in the Bern region, its PK number was 3. 

Postage stamp sales for 1920 were Sfr.42,774. 275,600 letter post items were dispatched along wih 20,408 parcels 
and 34,570 packet post items were delivered. Cash deposits with the PTT totalled 11,454 whilst payments were 
3,207 during the year.

On  New  Year's  Day  1920  a  new  letting  agreement  between  the  Bank  and  the  Post  Office  replaced  the 
arrangements made with Maurer in October 1913. Two years later (11th January 1922) the Post, Telegraph and 
Telephone services were brought under one roof again following the retirement of telephone operator Frau Künzi.  
The TT services were placed in a separate room, but on the same floor, of the Post Office building located in 
Dorfstrasse (villlage street) number 632c. Alterations to the rooms were made to facilitate the move. The son of  
Herr and Frau Künzi who had undertaken voluntary service in the Telegraph Office up to his mother's retirement 
was now engaged by the Post Office, presumably to continue his work with the TT services. He eventually retired  
on 19th January 1927. Three people were employed full-time in the PTT Office at the time with extra staff being  
drafted in during the summer and winter seasons by the local manager.

On  1st January  1930  the  Post  Office  was  upgraded  to  Office  VII  class  with  Rudolf  Studer  promoted  to  
Superintendant. His office staff consisted of a Deputy Fritz Vifian, born 1897 at Wahlern, who had been a deputy  
in Bern, one further Deputy whilst  the PTT remained together,  one Postman class II  and two local  Postmen. 
Fundamental changes to the building began involving the strengthening of the structure, improvement of the  
coach garage and the enlargement of the baggage room.

The annual turnover was Sfr.8,787,635 for 1930 including Sfr.103,205 stamp sales, 550,100 letter post and 21,504  
parcel post items were dispatched whilst 791,300 letter post and 50,792 parcel post items were delivered.
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In February 1932 the PTT started to pay the rent on the building to the "Ersparniskasse Aeschi by Spiez Bank"  
when the occupation of the first floor was taken over by the Telegraph and Telephone section of the Post Office.  
The previous occupant of the first floor, Dr. Deschwanden, was allowed to remain until 31 st May 1933. During the 
summer months of 1933 the TT services moved into the rooms the Doctor had vacated. Staff employed on 1 st 

October 1933 were, by grades, 1 Manager, 1 Office Official, 1 Office Official Deputy, 1 Postman II, 3 local Postmen  
and 1 Postman helper (4 hours). However, the postal business declined and the Office was formally down-graded  
to Class VII on 1st January 1936.

A new rental agreement with the Bank effective from 20th August 1938 for ten years included provision for the 
extension of the coal  room and the coach garage. Then a further four helper postmen posts were added to  
staffing from 1st June 1939.

Armed conflict in Europe once again closed the borders of Switzerland. Turnover dropped to Sfr.6,784,133 for  
1940 and stamp sales to Sfr.61,649. Items dispatched from the Office fell to 346,400 letter post and 18,690 parcels  
whilst deliveries were 639,100 letter post and 43,227 parcel post. Cash transactions increased to 31,686 deposits  
and 6,677 payments.

On 1st September 1942 an Apprentice was engaged in place of a Postman OBD and the Helper Postman's duty 
time inreased to eight hours.  Rudolf Studer, aged 66, retired on the 1st January 1943 and the Deputy Manager, 
Fritz Vifian, was promoted to Manager class VII. (To be continued.)

AN AUCTION ON eBay

The  Society's  Secretary  recently  received  an  email  from  Mr.  Howard  Myers  of  'Stamps  of  Distinction'  who 
describes himself as "an established business member of the American Philatelic Society (membership number  
189259)". Mr. Myers states that: "Over the next few weeks we are breaking up a substantial specialised collection 
of predominantly Swiss covers, cards and postal history for unreserved auction on eBay.com Included are pre-
stamp, Officials, valuable airmails, military, fiscals, exhibitions and much else. All items will be very low start price  
and NO RESERVE. A few lots are currently listed and many hundreds more will be listed into July. I am sure a lot of  
your members will find items of potential interest. The listings are on eBay.com under our stampsofdistinction  
selling ID. Clicking this link should bring up our current listings. If it doesn't then log on to eBay.com and do an  
advanced search for stampsofdistinction under the Sellers tab. If your members have any queries they can contact  
me at the following email address hmyers@btinternet.com "

THE AMERICAN PHILATELIC RESEARCH LIBRARY

The American Institute for Analytical Philately's First International Symposium on Analytical Methods in Philately  
took place at  the  Smithsonian National  Postal  Museum in  Washington  DC.  in  November  2012.  The keynote 
address was by David Beech, Past President of the Royal Philatelic Society London, who emphasised the need for 
more  scientific  equipment  in  forensic  philately.  Papers  by  other  invited  speakers  explained  how  to  expand 
philatelic  knowledge  by  using  tools  to  measure  paper  permeability  and  thickness  and  different  colours  and  
composition of printing inks; the use of infra-red spectroscopy and X-ray diffraction; and evidence-based statistical  
techniques for estimating the surviving numbers of particular rarities. The proceedings were published by the 
Smithsonian Institute Scholarly Press last year – a copy is held in the American Philatelic Research Library website  
–  www.stamplibrary.org   email  –  www.stamps.org  Postal  address:  100,  Match  Factory  Place,  Bellefonte, 
PA16823,  USA.  Another  publication  which  I  am  sure  will  be  of  interest  to  some  of  our  members:  "The 
International Red Cross Committee in Geneva, 1863-1943" by Corzett and Huber 1943 is also available from the 
A.P.R. Library.

             Werner  Gattiker 
For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
• Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.

• "Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

• Liechtenstein also available.
     Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 -  werner@swisstamps.co.u  k  

mailto:werner@swisstamps.co.uk
http://www.stamps.org/
http://www.stamplibrary.org/
mailto:hmyers@btinternet.com
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A VIERWALDST  Ä  TTERSEE POSTCARD MYSTERY                                                                                          MALCOLM BULPITT

When searching though some old postcards in Totnes on the Saturday before Christmas Swiss Railways Society 
member  Heidi  Marriott  found the  one  reproduced  here.  Showing  an  early  version  of  the  well-known Swiss  
panoramic map, it looks out across the Vierwaldstättersee towards Fluelen. In the left foreground is Brunnen with 
a steamer loading at the quayside, and of railway interest is the Brunnen-Morschach-Bahn climbing the mountain  
behind the town to Axenstein. Opened in 1905, this closed In 1969 to be replaced with a bus. Snaking its way  
along the lakeside is  the Gotthardbahn heading through Fluelen and Erstfeld before disappearing behind the  
mountains. On the right can be seen the lakeside steamer stops at Rütli and Treib, where the Treib Seelisberg  
Bahn (TSB) funicular is shown heading up to its Seelisberg terminus. The date of the card is unknown as it was 
never written and posted, but the rear was printed with a stamp square stating a 5-rappen stamp was required.

As the TSB opened in 1916 Heidi assumed that the card was produced after this date. In order to try and positively  
date the card, as Editor of our magazine Swiss Express, I published an image of it asking if there was a philatelist in  
the  Society  who  knew  when  that  rate  was  valid.  Fortunately  one  of  our  members  is  Werner  Gattiker,  the  
proprietor of SwiSStampS. He contacted me to note that the 5-rappen rate was in use from the introduction of the  
tourist postcard in 1870 right up to January 1918 when the postcard rate went up to 7½-rappen. HPS Librarian Bob 
Medland also came up with similar information. This would appear to indicate that the postcard was published  
between the opening of the TSB on the 31st May 1916 and the end of 1917, meaning that the publishers were 
quite  quick-off-the-mark.  However,  there  are  other  alternative  scenarios.  The  basic  card  may  have  been  in 
circulation for some time before 1916 and with work on the TSB having started in April 1914 the publishers added 
the small detail of the TSB to the bottom right-hand corner of the earlier drawing at this time. Another possibility  
is  that  the  original  drawing  was  made  as  far  back  as  1910,  at  the  time  of  the  Federal  concession  for  the  
construction of the TSB being granted. Funiculars were quick and relatively cheap to build and it may have been 
considered in the area that it would have been up-and-running in just a year or so. Although this was the era of  
the Belle Epoch, when tourists were flocking to Switzerland, by 1910 the events that would lead to war in 1914 
were already brewing-up over Europe. In the circumstances perhaps investment money was not as forthcoming as  
the promoters of the TSB expected, hence the delayed start four years later. Without local knowledge we will 
probably never know the reasons for this, or the actual date that the card was manufactured. Werner tends to  
agree with me that the line of the TSB was probably drawn-in ‘in anticipation’ of its opening. Incidentally, it is not  
generally realised that in many tourist areas of Switzerland the total numbers of visitors that arrived in the pre-
WW1 boom time were not reached again until the end of the 1950s. The TSB survived this period and is still  
working today serving residents and visitors to this corner of the Vierwaldstättersee. No doubt there are more  
modern postcards showing it - the postage is dearer though!

Details of the Swiss Railways Society can be found on www.swissrailsoc.org.uk

IF YOU WISH TO KEEP PACE WITH MODERN TRENDS THEN READ ON –  You remember the Swiss hologram stamp 
Z1040 (Rega air-ambulance helicopter), don't you? Then how about the new book: 'Holography and Philately:  
Postage Stamps with Holograms' by Hans Bjelkhagen published by Xlibris. Holograms seem to have caught on. It's  
a substantial tome on sale at $191.99 hardcover! Or the Kindle edition from Amazon.com at $6.09. (Editor)

http://www.swissrailsoc.org.uk/
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GOOD TO KNOW ! by WERNER GATTIKER 

The Rayon Types: A. Introduction 

          

I have been asked several times to explain what is meant by “Types” in the Rayon Issues of 1850 to 1852, and how  
to distinguish them. In order to understand the concept, we need to know how the Rayons were produced. The  
Rayons (which for our  purpose include the “Orts-Post” and “Poste Locale” stamps) have all  been printed by  
lithography (German: Steindruck or stone printing). The general design is the same for all Rayons: A central Swiss  
cross - white cross on red background – in a fancy shield surmounted by a post-horn. Above this in a ribbon is the  
inscription - “Rayon I”, “Orts-Post” etc. – below to the left and right is the face value. Outside this central area  
which is framed by a cord design are some arabesques, and the whole outer area is then filled with an irregular  
background design of scrolls and wavy lines. 

For each denomination (except the Rayon III) this whole design had to be drawn by hand onto the original printing 
stone (sometimes called “plate” or in German “Urstein”), and it was decided to do this forty times so that 40  
stamps could be printed at once. Obviously the artist, no matter how good, could not draw each of these 40 units  
exactly the same, and there are therefore 40 individual  designs which differ very slightly from each-other in  
various details, notably in the background design of scrolls and wavy lines (“squiggles”), and so the collector can  
now, with the help of a TYPE-TABLE distinguish 40 Types of each stamp. The origin of the Rayon III stamps is  
somewhat different and will be explained when we look at these stamps in detail. 

In practice, the stamps were not normally printed directly from the original block of 40 designs on the original  
stone, but this block of 40 was lithographically transferred twice or four times onto working stones from which  
sheets of 80 or 160 stamps could be printed. This did not alter the 40 Types, it just means that each of the 40  
Types on a 80 or 160 size stone occurs two or four times. 

Type-tables as mentioned above have been published in several  philatelic  studies and specialized handbooks  
which are sometimes difficult to access for the average collector. However, with the help of specialist collector  
Jonathan Cartwright and Webmaster Fred Hoadley such Type Tables have now been published on the Society's 
Website  www.swiss-philately.co.uk (click  on Federal  Issues).  We are  grateful  to  the  editor  of  the  Schweizer 
Briefmarken Zeitung (SBZ), and to Zumstein, for allowing us to reproduce these Type Tables.  In future “Good to 
Know!”s  we  shall  look  at  each  denomination  in  turn  a  bit  more  closely.  n.b.  For  those  members  without 
computers or internet access, Werner will provide A-4 prints of the Type Tables free of charge, but Large Letter  
postage (93p) would be appreciated. Apply directly to Werner Gattiker, POB 791, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 0DP.

POSTAL STATIONERY An article by Ernst Schlunegger on Collecting the 1924-1964 Swiss Postal Stationery with 
pictorial vignettes was published in 'The American Philatelist' in November 2013 (No. 26, including three pages of  
illustrations).  It  was  subsequently  reproduced  in  'TC  News',  the  journal  of  the  Federation  Internationale  de 
Philatélié Thematic Philately Commission, and can be read on their website: www.fipthematicphilately.org/ (click 
on 'TC News').  n.b.  Herr  Schlunegger  was  also the  author  of  the  useful  book:  'An Introduction to  Thematic  
Philately' (in German). 

THEMATIX -  If you didn't already know, the annual thematic philately event, ThematiX, which was due to take 
place in Chessington in July has been cancelled.
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