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SITTING HELVETIA 1862-1881 PROOFS
Type 28.6.3
Trial not in the issued
colour, imperforate and
without a control mark.

Type 29.7.2
Trial in black on yellow
toned paper, imperforate,
without a control mark.

DAVID COLMAN
Type 30.6.12
Imperforate bronze trial
on original paper, with a
control mark.

Type 29.8.4
Perforate trial in black on
metallic paper without a
control mark.

A few years ago I was lucky enough to acquire a set of 23 proofs for the embossed Sitting Helvetia series 1862/82.
As these do not appear in auctions or stamp fairs very often it is worth recording something about the very
colourful and varied trials that were undertaken. With the acquisition came an article entitled a 'Katolog der
Probedruck (Essais)' which appears to have been published in the Zumstein House Journal Berner Briefmarken
Zeitung in December 1971 with page numbers 199-200.
Apparently in 1971 Max Hertsch of Zumstein & Cie. tried to get together information on Trial Prints with a view of
publishing a catalogue. Parts of his research was published in various issues of the BBZ but the project was never
completed, so the Katalog may well be part of that project which formed the basis inter alia of the cataloguing of
the Standing Helvetia proofs and trials in Pierre Guinand’s Stehende Helvetia Handbook. More recently Urs
Hermann published in-depth listings of all the Strubel proofs and trials in his gigantic Strubel Handbook, but
there is no proper current listing of the Sitting Helvetia proofs and trials. It appears that the view was taken that
it would not be possible to produce a definitive list and that new items might be unearthed at any time. Is there
an echo here of the issue raised regarding SPECIMEN overprints in the recent January 2015 Helvetia Philatelic
Society Newsletter, namely that there is no certainty about how many varieties exist.
The Katalog article lists 131 proofs, plus eight varieties plus another 21 proofs with overprinted cancellations.
However George Caldwell, in a piece on the Sittiing Helvetia proofs (in Gibbons Stamp Monthly, January 1967),
stated that there are "68 listed in the Zumstein handbook (1924), and 88 in the Essay-Proof-Journal, Whole No. 9".
It therefore appears somewhat uncertain what the total number of proofs is. Caldwell also states "We know of
only one essay, a composite with a different value in each corner. Judging from the illustration in Zumstein's 1924
handbook this must have been pulled from an altered laydown of the finally approved die. The inscriptions are in
gothic instead of the roman seen in the issued stamps."
The proofs are listed in many varieties according to whether they are in issued or unissued colours, perforated or
unperforated, with or without the first used control mark, on toned or metallic paper, or paper used for the issued
stamps or other types. Quite a number of them were listed in 1971 at prices in excess of SFr250, but there is no
contemporary, comprehensive list indicating value for them.
To see a much larger selection of these proofs as part of a wonderful exhibit on the Sitting Helvetia series you
should log on to the Exhibit section of the American Helvetia Philatelic Society website and look at Harlan F.
Stone: 'Switzerland 1862-1883 The Perforated Sitting Helvetia' (2005 APS Champion of Champions Winner).
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A QUARREL ABOUT WALTER: POLEMIC CONCERNING THE STAMPS ISSUED IN 1907 PART 1

ULRICH FEHLMANN

This article was first published in the "Schweizerischen Briefmarken-Zeitung" (SBZ) Nos. 1 and 2, 2013. It was
translated into English by Heinrich Heissinger and the English translation was published in "Tell" in July 2014. It is
reprinted here with the gracious permission of the SBZ, the Editor of “Tell“, the author and the translator. The SBZ
published an article about this subject in 1982 (P. Albiez: “The Birth of the Tellboy Stamps”). The present article
expands on it, based on new facts found in archives.
Nowadays philatelic subjects are not common any more in daily newspapers. Contests for especially pretty or less
loved stamps can only be found today in philatelic magazines. A hundred years ago, stamps were regarded as part
of the national state of graphic art and trend of ideas. The series of stamps issued in 1907 was a major matter of
discussion over almost all of Switzerland. Hundreds of articles appeared in daily newspapers, usually slandering
the new stamp designs by Albert Welti and Charles L’Éplattenier. Satirical articles and poems made the rounds.
The federal government had to call several sessions to deal with the subject of the new stamp design.
Past history
At the start of the new century it was planned to replace the stamps known as
‘Cross and Numeral’ and as ‘Standing Helvetia’ with stamps of a new design.
Cross and Numeral stamps were not well liked by the public. The ‘National
Newspaper’ of 1907 called them "average fret-work" and "metal art of the
dullest kind". The Standing Helvetia issue was prone to frequent misprints,
making production expensive. In the year 1900 the federal government
decided to print future issues using letter-press. This decision was due, at least
in part, to the bad experience with the 1900 UPU special issue, which had to be
produced under severe time pressure. Printing these stamps proved to be
difficult, and they provoked widespread protests across Switzerland. The
Federal Mint was charged with printing future stamps of a new design. The
contract with Max Girardet was cancelled. He had printed the Standing
Helvetia stamps from 1886 until 1906, and he had also printed the 1900 UPU Fig. 1 Essay by F. Hodler for the 1901
stamps. This was not only done to reduce costs, but there was bad blood when
stamp design competition; lead
it became known that Girardet had illegally sold printing plates and proof pencil, Indian ink, Gouache. (Museum
for Communication, Berne, MfK)
sheets (in addition, this resulted in a lawsuit against him).
Mr. Zemp, a member of the Federal Council, and also the head of the Postal and Railroad Departments, initiated a
competition in November of 1900. The goal was to solicit ideas for stamps of a new graphic design for the
denominations 2, 3, 5, 10, 12 and 15 Cts. The competition was open to all Swiss artists, and they were free to
choose the stamp’s picture. The proposed stamps had to show the word ‘HELVETIA’ and the stamp’s
denomination. The size had to match the dimensions of the present stamps. A sum of 3,000 Francs was planned
as prize money for the best designs.
540 designs were received, and they were judged by a committee. This committee decided that none of the
designs submitted was judged to be acceptable for a new series of stamps and did not award a first prize (which
would have resulted in an order for implementation of this design).
However, 6 prizes were awarded for designs by L’Éplattenier
(twice), Boscowits, Cavalli, Pfenninger and Robert. Fourteen other
artists received honourable mention and some prize money.
Sandreuter, the commission’s president, stated amongst other
comments: ”Shepherd by Hodler (?) stylish drawing”. (Federal
Archive, Berne). Ferdinand Hodler was the only well-known artist
amongst the participants. He indeed had presented the drawing of
a herdsman from the canton of Freiburg as an anonymous
submission, which was not awarded a prize (Fig. 1). Not until 35
Fig. 2 Cut-out from Pro Patria souvenir sheet 1936
years later did postal authorities use this design for the stamps
with surtax and the Pro Patria souvenir sheet of 1936 (Fig. 2).
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Being under time pressure the Federal Council charged
two renowned artists to design the planned definitives:
• For the higher denominations - Charles
L’Éplattenier (1874 – 1946), instructor at the
School for Arts and Crafts in La-Chaux-deFonds, and also an architect. He designed the
’Helvetia Bust’ of 1907, (Fig. 3), later the
changed version of 1909, and also ’Helvetia
with Sword’ of 1908 and the postage due
stamps of 1910.
• For the lower denominations - Albert Welti
(1862 – 1912), a painter from a well-known
Zürich family, who amongst others was friends
with Böcklin, Kreidolf, Hodler and Hesse.
He wasted no time. First he designed a series of
possible pictures (Fig. 4 below left), then Merkur tying
his sandals or horse-back riding. In the end he decided
to show Walter Tell as a boy supporting himself with
father Wilhelm’s cross-bow. For the boy he portrayed
his four-year-old son (Fig. 5 below right). The cardboard with his design, together with L’Éplattenier’s
Fig. 3 Impression from the die for the Helvetia stamp 1907 (MfK)
drawing, were accepted by the postal authorities. After
some back and forth, production of the dies was awarded to the Berthold Company of Berlin (Fig. 6).
In 1906 Albert Welti returned from Munich to Switzerland, as he had been commissioned to paint pictures onto
the walls of several rooms in the Council of States Hall of the Federal Parliament Building in Berne. He could not
finish this major commission, as just a few years after returning he died of heart failure.
His name surfaced only once in Swiss Philately after the Tellboy stamps: the five Pro Patria postcards of 1918 show
scenes of Welti’s cantonal assembly of the canton of Unterwalden from the Council of States Hall. On the front
side of these cards are the portraits of Albert Welti and Wilhelm Balmer (Figs. 7 and 8 on the next page).
[Translator’s note: I did not know how Wilhelm Balmer fits in. Google says he finished the work started by Welti.]

Fig. 4 Ideas sketched by Albert Welti in 1906; lead pencil and Gouache
on paper (MfK)

Fig. 5 Original drawing by Albert Welti 1907;
oil on cardboard (MfK)
Fig. 6 Printing proof of the 1907 stamp (MfK)

Page 32

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

April 2015

The production and issue of Tellboy and Helvetia of 1907
In the spring of 1907 Albert Welti became more and more
aggravated. In his opinion the Berthold company did not
reproduce his design properly. “And he, the spirited person,
who was also not well versed in business matters, dove headfirst into a back-alley cat-fight [the German word is
Vorpostengefecht, which does not translate well – Ed.]. He
had seen the first prints and was upset about the mutilation
of his work. Press reports supported him”. (ref. Arthur Welti,
“Du” 1943). Welti vented his anger in the newspapers
'Zürcher Post' and 'NZZ' in such a direct way that the chief of
the main postal administration sent him a letter on 20 th June
1907: “We took note of your latest outburst in No. 169 of the
'Neue Zürcher Zeitung', which was arrogant and rude. We
want to tell you that it is beneath the dignity of the main
postal administration to continue any contact with persons of
such behaviour. We will not have any dealing with you until
you choose to use more objective and less arrogant
language”. (Federal Archives in Berne).
A letter sent by Welti to Zemp’s colleague Federal Councillor
Ruchet resulted, in a roundabout way, in an opinion by the
Orell-Füssli Company, which confirmed in part Welti’s
complaints and resulted in an order for a new engraving by
Berthold of Berlin. However, the Berthold Company had been
offended by Welti’s verbiage used in his complaint, and by
the newspaper war the painter had initiated, and refused to
accept orders for further issues of the stamps. Welti had
proposed to have the Sprenger Company of Berne produce a new die and use it to print the
stamps. The Federal Council declined this request, as the supply of the previous stamps
would last only to December, and because it was tired of discussions with Welti. The mint
had already started in May to print the new stamps, but not using relief printing as Welti had
proposed, but rather with the letter press method, as originally planned. The new issue, with
the pictures of Tellboy and Helvetia, went on sale on 11 th November, 1907, first only the
booklets of stamps of 5 and 10 Rp. denominations, and the others later (Fig. 9). Then came Fig. 8 Portrait of Welti
wrappers for 2 and 5 Rappen and four postal cards: single cards for 5 Rappen, double cards (right) on the front
for 10 Rappen (Fig. 10). Postal authorities issued strict orders not to sell any of these stamps side of the Pro Patria
card of 1918
unless the supply of Cross and Numeral stamps had been exhausted.

Fig. 9 Above; Issues 1907-I; Below Issues 1907-II

Fig. 10 Double postcard No. 36 of 1908

The Campaign of 1907/08
The stamps had barely been available, when newspapers started to print articles about them. It would be a good
guess that each and every newspaper in all of Switzerland gave its opinion. Postal Management collected
newspaper cuttings, a total of more than 300, and pasted them neatly in a big black book (Fig. 11 on next page).
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Fig. 12 Inscription of postal card No. 35 of 1907 (bottom) and No. 52
of 1912 (top)

The paper, 'd’Avis Vevey', wrote on 12th December, 1907:
“we have looked at the postal system’s big book, into which the articles of Argus are pasted. There was no
screening; everything is shown. Conspicuous ‘thorough’ articles by Switzerland’s German speaking regions, and
more articles based on facts by the Romanic areas. Future historians could benefit studying this document, to
show our national literature. All of this was deliberately collected; I feel the almighty administration is watching
me.”
Some newspapers had already addressed the quarrel between Welti, the Berthold Company, the Main Postal
Administration and the Federal Council. But now a flood of slander started to appear in print, directed mainly at
the postal administration. Postal Management suspected former business partners to be the source. In 1905 Max
Girardet had become president of GSMBA, the association of Swiss graphic artists; there probably was a polemic
group of artists, die makers and printers from across Switzerland, who felt by-passed in the quest for new stamps.
Early on everybody who had not seen the new stamps for weeks got upset, as they originally were available in
Berne post offices only. Some newspapers printed pictures of the stamps issued so far, so people in Frenchspeaking areas, and in Basle and Zürich could see them. Very early already journalists of the French speaking part
of Switzerland claimed discrimination against the French and Italian language, because on the postal cards the
inscription “Postkarte” was printed much larger than “Carte Postale” or “Cartolina Postale”. “There is the danger
that Voltaire’s language will be over-grown by Goethe’s” (ref. the newspaper 'La Suisse' of 16th November 1907).
This mistake was not corrected until the postal card of 1912 (Fig. 12 above).
Next month, in the second part of this article, Ulrich Fehlmann will describe further the reactions of the French
Press to the “new stamps” and their designer. (Editor)
DISPLAY – 'THE SWISS NATIONAL EXHIBITIONS'
EDITOR
Great news for Members! – there are two opportunities coming up to see Eric Lienhard and his fabulous travelling
roadshow of material on 'The Swiss National Exhibitions':
21st April, Sudbury and District P. S. at 7.30.p.m. at the Church Hall, Roman Catholic Church, The Croft, Sudbury,
Essex, CO10 1HW; and on 18th May, Frinton and District P. S. at 7.30.p.m. at the Community Centre, Soken House,
The Triangle Shopping Centre, Frinton-on-Sea, Essex, CO13 0AU. Further details from Eric - Tel. 01245 263613.

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

•
Liechtenstein also available.
Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 - werner@swisstamps.co.uk
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A FAIRY STORY FROM NEUCHÂTEL

BOB MEDLAND

Figure 1
Figure 2
One of my latest acquisitions amongst a bundle of covers led me on an interesting voyage of discovery. Figure 1
shows a cover that at first sight has no great relevance or value. But as always, careful study is often repaid with
interest, both philatelic and in general. The cover was sent locally from Travers (NE) to M. Sebellin at Hotel BrotDessous, a tiny settlement near the village of Noiraigue. The item was a ‘Nachnahmen’ (COD) demand for
payment of Chf100.80: correctly franked with 30c, comprising local rate 10c + registration 10c + 10c COD charge, it
was marked up with a registration label at Travers post office and cancelled 29/6/1895. On arrival later that day it
was back-stamped with cds Noiraigue. So far so good, but the amount payable was a lot of money at that time
and Noiraigue was not exactly a major commercial centre. And why were there two different registration labels on
the same cover?
Intriguingly, payment was refused and the addressee endorsed the back of the cover (Figure 2) ‘Refused: I will
send it to you on 10th July. Sebellin’. It was sent back again by registered post but without additional franking
from Brot-dessous post office. The revised date for payment was noted on the front of the cover by the sender,
Kübler & Romang of Travers. Both registration labels are early versions: the one from Brot-dessous, printed in pale
red, is an example of the scarce first issue of 1892 (see 'Les Etiquettes Postales Suisses', 1998, G. Guinard & L.
Vuille).

Figure 3

Figure 4

So what was this all about? I checked the sender’s name on internet and found that the firm is still in existence –
perhaps surprisingly so, given their history of operations. The firm was a manufacturer of absinthe, the famous (or
infamous) alcoholic beverage that originated from the Val-de-Travers. It was known as the ‘Green Fairy’ due to its
colour, perceived hallucinogenic properties and excessive drinking throughout Europe in the late C19th; the habit
being immortalised in numerous contemporary paintings. The temperance movement secured its prohibition in
most of Western Europe and the USA (but not the UK) after the turn of the century: the ban was implemented in
Switzerland in 1910 and was lamented by a popular poster of the time (Figure 3). However, after research and
commercial pressure, the bans have been lifted generally over the last 10 years. Absinthe is once again distilled at
Môtiers, still in Val-de-Travers, by Kübler who were among the first brands to re-emerge.
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A FAIRY STORY FROM NEUCHÂTEL (cont.) As for the high value of this Nachnahmen demand, I have discovered a
1905 invoice (Figure 4) from Kübler & Romang for delivery of 30 bottles of green absinthe to a hotel in Baulmes,
also Neuchâtel, for Fr50 + 80c delivery. I would seem therefore that M. Sebellin’s indebtedness was for 60 bottles
of absinthe + delivery. So not really a fairy story from the valleys of the Jura Mountains, more one of everyday
local commerce in 1895.
ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING 25th - 26th APRIL 2015
NORTON WRAGG, TREASURER
It is not too late to book to attend this meeting to be held at the Hawkwell House Hotel in Oxford. Full details
were included with the January edition of the Newsletter or can be obtained from the Treasurer – Norton Wragg
(norton.wragg@sky.com ).
If you have not attended one of these events before we offer a very convivial meeting and will make you most
welcome. Our aim is to share our interest in Switzerland and its philately. This year our main speaker is Robert
Wightman from Switzerland who will give a display of Pro Juventute forerunners and international usage up to
1920 and also a display on his local area of Seen (Winterthur). There will also be a display by Jonathan Cartwright
on the Rayons. Werner Gattiker has confirmed that he will be at the Meeting with a selection from his current
stock. All participants are encouraged to bring something to show, which usually produces a lot of interest for
everybody.
We look forward to seeing more members at our annual get together. If you would like to come on only one of the
days you would be most welcome and the cost would be reduced accordingly.
SOUTHERN GROUP CONVENOR
EDITOR
Fred Hoadley has been organising the Southern Group meetings at Salisbury for ten years and, having attended
every one of those meetings, he now feels that it is time to step aside. He intends to continue with his many other
roles within the philatelic community including as our Society’s Webmaster. As a long-time member of the
Southern Group, I think I speak for all, in thanking Fred for all the hard work he has put in to ensure that the
initiative was and, hopefully, continues to be a great success. Werner Gattiker and Bob Medland have very kindly
agreed that, between them, they will organise future Southern Group meetings, with Werner being the contact
person with Members - see below.
FORTHCOMING REGIONAL MEETINGS
Southern Group – Saturday 6th June – David Colman, will entertain with 'Around Standing Helvetia and Other
Material' commencing at 10.30.a.m. The venue will be 'The Three Crowns' public house at Whaddon which is just
off the A36 Southampton road, 4 miles south east of Salisbury – address: Southampton Road, Whaddon,
Alderbury, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP5 3HB and website: http://www.thethreecrownswhaddon.co.uk/ . Further
information, including full details of the venues for future meetings, will be available on the Society's Website or
direct from Werner Gattiker's business e-mail address werner@swisstamps.co.uk, Tel. Office: 01273 845501 and
Home: 01273 842135. Please let Werner know in advance if you intend to come along. The Group looks forward
to seeing as many of you as possible for what will be a very informative display by David, one of the most active
members of our Society, who is travelling all the way down from Cheshire.
Northern Group - Saturday 11th April - AGM and 'Tell and Tell Boy' – All Members. All meetings take place at
Corporation Mill, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire commencing at 2.00.pm. Further details from David Hope Tel: 0161
3030091.
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SMALL ADS
EDITOR
I'm always happy to publish Members' short notices on items for sale or exchange, wants lists, requests for
information or seeking contact with members of similar interests – preferably no more than four lines in length.
Don Symonds is a keen collector of Revenues including Customs Stamps and Cancels. He would like to hear from
anyone with similar interests. Contact him on Tel. 01202 883609 or email: redondo2009@talktalk.net
Peter Hobbs has over a hundred photo-copies of hand-written contracts of the Fischer Post of Bern from the
period 1609-1785, a number of PTT Christmas Cards and a Swiss Passport with fiscals dating from the 1930s. He's
looking for offers. If you are interested in any of them his telephone number is: 01225 310971.
CORINPHILA-AUKTION
The Zürich-based auction house Corinphila-Auktion has advised the Society that their next auctions will be:
i) A "Rarities Auction" to be held at the international stamp exhibition, EUROPHILEX 2015 in London on 16 th May
2015, in association with their sister company Heinrich Köhler.
ii) A major International Corinphila Auction (incl. Thurn and Taxis items) to be held from 27 th - 30th May 2015 in
Zürich. Their website is www.corinphila.ch Contacts: Tel. +41 – (0)44 – 389 91 91 E-Mail: info@corinphila.ch
NEWS FROM THE USA
The AHPS are holding an event in conjunction with the NOJEX exhibition in Secaucus, New Jersey on 29 th-31st May
2015 including a members' "meet and greet meeting", a "show and tell session", a celebratory Italian dinner, a
"secret swap meet" and a presentation: "Campione d'Italia – A Geographic Anomaly". A large number of their
members will be participating in the competitions at NOJEX and earlier in the month (8 th-10th May) at the PIPEX
exhibition in Portland, Oregon. Websites: www.nojex.org and www.pipexstampshow.org
Two of the articles recently published in our Newsletter have appeared in the AHPS's journal 'Tell' – the first of
Werner Gattiker's series of "Good To Know!"s on 'The Rayon Types' (on the front page) and the article on 'The
Printers of Swiss Stamps'. The latter has been enhanced by a more comprehensive schedule by Richard Hall
covering the stamps of the C20 th including all those printed by Helio Courvoisier S.A., Orell-Füssli, Zürich, the
Federal Mint, the Federal Topographic Service and the PTT/Die Post's Postage Stamp Printing Works in Bern, back
to the Cross and Numeral definitives of 1906.
MORE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Future events to look forward to – 13th-16th May -'Europhilex London 2015' at the Business Design Centre, 52,
Upper Street, Islington Green, London N1 0QH (Angel Underground).
16th/17th May - Swiss Aerophilately Days to be celebrated in Fehraltorf (special post office), Switzerland.
16th-19th September- 'Autumn Stampex 2015' also at the Business Design Centre, London.
CAN ANYONE RECOMMEND INTERESTING ARTICLES on (or related to) Swiss Philately that they have read which
have appeared in British Philatelic journals/magazines (or other English Language journals) in the last, say 20,
years? If so, send in the details and I'll try to organise their publication in our Newsletter to enable other members
to benefit from them.
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