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THE HEINZ KATCHER MEMORIAL DISPLAY 2015
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ROBERT WIGHTMAN

Fig. 2

Mr. Wightman was invited to give the Memorial Display at our Annual Meeting this year. His main subject was:
'The Pro Juventute Forerunners and International Usage to 1920'. This will be the subject of a future article in the
Newsletter. A long-term collector of Switzerland, in recent years he has widened his brief to include material from
all over the world which best illustrates his particular philatelic interest at the time. He has produced many awardwinning exhibits at both national and international level and recently served as a judge at Europhilex.
For the Memorial Display Robert also provided us with some very interesting material on the history of the postal
system in the village which has long been his home in Switzerland. Despite having sought out postal items related
to the village for over 30 years his collection is still relatively small, reflecting the size and nature of the settlement
and, in particular, the lack of any significant firms located there in the C19th, other than a small basket factory.
Some items from his display are described below, including examples of his collection of local view-cards.
Seen (Winterthur) – Postal Items and View-cards
Why Seen?
While working in Zürich, I commuted for some 30 years from the nearby town of Winterthur: the 6th largest town
in Switzerland, 15 miles to the north-east of Zürich, population now about 100,000. As I lived for 20 of these years
in the south-eastern part of Winterthur – Seen – it was natural that I should interest myself in this area. The
village of Seen had a population of about 400 in 1500, of about 1,200 in 1800 and of over 12,000 in 2012. A local
postal history collection of such a village shows the typical developments: the straight line markings of a postal
agency; standard-form date-stamps with inscriptions reflecting the organisational changes; a comprehensive
range of frankings with the ordinary low-value stamp issues; occasional extraordinary items, which are real strokes
of luck; railway TPO and station markings; and, last but not least, beautiful litho “Greetings from” view-cards.
What’s in a name?
The parish of Seen, now a part of Winterthur, was established by the Merovingians in the 6th century and is first
recorded in a document from 774 under the name of Sehaim – something like “Seaham”. It had no lake, but even
a swamp or pond could qualify as a “See” in German. In a map of 1667, the village is called “Seehen” and its first
postal marking, introduced about 1844, is spelled “Sehen”. Fig. 1 shows a letter from 1862, the stamps correctly
cancelled with the “SEHEN” marking by the Seen postal agency. The post-office to which the agency reported, that
at Winterthur, then added its date-stamp before forwarding the letter.
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However, even in the 1840s and '50s, no-one wrote “Sehen” but always “Seen”. Fig. 2 (see previous page) shows
an incoming entire sent from Geneva to the vicar of “Seen” in 1854 franked with a pair plus a strip of four of the
blue Rayon I stamps of the 1851 issue (weight to 2 loth and distance over 10 hours) - it’s a stroke of luck that an
item to Seen with such a franking has survived!.

Fig. 3

Fig. 4

Sometimes the postal agent used other cancellation methods. Fig. 3 shows an example where the postal agent at
Seen cancelled the stamp on this letter of 1864 by writing “Seen” over it in black ink and then applied the
“SEHEN” marking only to the cover.
A new hand-stamp introduced in 1868 followed this development and was inscribed “SEEN”. Fig. 4 shows a front
of ca. 1870 with the stamps cancelled with this hand-stamp.
Seen’s first date-stamp was delivered by the manufacturer
with the remarkable inscription “SEEEN”, but no examples
of its use are recorded. The Swiss Post Office apparently
returned this date-stamp to the manufacturer for
correction to “SEEN”. The inscriptions of the subsequent
date-stamps of Seen reflect the attachment of its post
office, first directly to Zürich and then to Winterthur, first
as “Winterthur 5” and then as “8405 Winterthur”. Fig. 5
(left) shows a letter of 1877 with its five 2 rappen stamps
cancelled with the first “SEEN” date-stamp.
Stations on the Töss Valley Railway
The river Töss flows out of the hills to the south of Winterthur down a valley which became one of the most
densely industrialised places in Europe after a number of spinning mills were opened as from 1800. The first
section of the railway up this valley was opened in 1875, with stations at Seen and at Sennhof in Seen Parish. Fig.
6 is an enlargement from a litho card with views of Sennhof of 1903 showing a standard station building and a
steam locomotive of the Töss Valley Railway. Items of mail could be handed in at stations and generally received a
station marking to show their origin; the stamp was then cancelled on the train with the TPO date-stamp. Fig. 7
shows a view-card that was handed in at Seen Station in 1910 and received the “SEEN (ZÜRICH)” station marking;
the stamp was cancelled with the TPO date-stamp “WINTERTHUR-RÜTI * BAHNPOST” with train number 252.

Fig. 6

Fig. 7

The great diversity of beautiful view-cards is an attraction to collectors of Swiss local postal history, even if this
means displaying the “wrong side” of the card. A series of beautiful, originally hand-painted, colour lithographed
“Greetings from” view-cards of Seen and its outlying hamlets were published at the turn of the century.
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Fig. 9

Fig. 8 shows a card used in 1903 which depicts the village of Seen – and the shop of the card publisher. Fig. 9 is a
card depicting the hamlet of Eidberg which belonged to the Community of Seen. It is remarkable that a publisher
in Zürich should include in his range of view-cards a settlement as small as Eidberg.
Other material I displayed at the Annual Meeting included private railway stamps on card and a cover with a
Mobile Post Office cancellation for Seen commemorating the only visit made by a MPO to the village.
NEWS FROM THE LIBRARIAN

BOB MEDLAND

As announced in previous issues of the Newsletter and at this year’s AGM, the Society’s Library has now been
considerably revised. Obsolete and duplicate stock has been sold to the membership enhancing the Society’s
funds for further purchases. If you have any suggestions for new purchases, please let me know.
As a result of kind donations three more items are for sale to the highest bidder by 30 th June:
1) ‘La Poste en Suisse – 2000 Ans d’Histoire’ (1987) by Arthur Wyss. This is a large and fabulous book with
lots of colour illustrations of postal history scenery, post coaches, the workings of the PTT etc. and is in VG –
see photos above. Please note that it is written in French and weighs several kilos so postage costs will be
high unless collection can be arranged. (Reserve £10)
2) Three sets of photocopies of the Swiss Army ‘Ordre de Bataille’ 1914, 1915, 1917 & 1918.
3) Stanley Gibbons Part 8 Catalogue Italy, Switzerland etc. 7 th edition, 2010 (n.b. we now have a copy of the
8th edition available from the library).
The buyer is to pay postage costs. These will be available for viewing at the Salisbury meeting on 6 th June.
I have also completed the re-numbering of the Library and produced a revised Library List. If anyone would like to
see it in Excel format for searching, please let me know.
A very welcome recent donation to the Society’s Library is The Revenue Society’s 25 th Anniversary DVD containing
every issue of its excellent Journal from 1990 to date – 100 volumes. It includes also an index which shows about
30 references to Switzerland, including the late Fred Pickard’s collection – some members will remember Fred’s
superb display at our Salisbury meeting in May 2000. Other Swiss topics include Basel tramway stamps, Kanton
Luzern cycling permits and Canton Aargau party permits. The DVD can be borrowed free + postage. Alternatively I
am happy to email the index or individual issues which are in pdf format.
HELP! - Several respondees to the Newsletter Questionnaire Survey in 2011 requested more information on
Aerophilately. If you have an interesting cover(s) please send me a scan and a short description for publication-Ed.
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RICHARD DONITHORN

On 25th and 26th April 27 members and partners attended this very convivial event at the well-appointed Hawkwell
House Hotel, situated in Iffley village on the outskirts of Oxford. Thanks must go, in particular, to the Society's
Chairman, David Hope, who hosted and chaired the event, Paul Jenkins and Norton Wragg for their huge efforts in
organising the venue and Neville Nelder for much of the paperwork. We were very pleased to see our latest
honorary life-member Hazel Vonwiller and to hear that regular participant Kit Jarman is making a good recovery
from illness.
The 'Heinz Katcher Memorial Display' was given by the Swiss-based philatelist Robert Wightman who has won
national and international medals for his UPU-related material. His display, entitled 'Pro Juventute Forerunners
and International Usage to 1920', emphasised how much information on postal matters could be gleaned from
such material and how difficult it was to assemble such a collection. Robert followed up with displays of Postcards
and a heimat collection related to Seen, a village on the edge of Winterthur (see above).
In the afternoon the competition entries were judged and the trophies were presented to the successful winner
(see report below). To complete the Saturday session Werner Gattiker ran the Auction with help from his wife
Christine and Norton. The 70+ lots included donations of material from the Vonwiller family and the Swiss
Railways Society. The range and quality of material on offer encouraged bidding from which the Society received a
valuable contribution to its funds. At the Society Dinner in the evening David Hope lead the Toast for the
continued success of the Society which will celebrate its 70 th Anniversary next year.
Werner Gattiker brought a wide range of material which attracted a lot of interest whenever there was a break in
proceedings. Remainders from the sale of surplus Library items were also “on offer”. Reports from several
partners suggested they enjoyed their visits to the attractions of the city and surrounding area, including the
Ashmolean Museum, Blenheim Palace, the college campuses and riverside walks at Iffley Lock.
After a thought-provoking Annual General Meeting on the Sunday morning Jonathan Cartwright presented his
outstanding collection of 'Rayons'. Members were mesmerised by the complexity of this study area and the effort
required to track down the key stamps to illustrate even part of the “story” - a single-minded quest going back
over 30 years in Jonathan's case. His display was followed by a cornucopia of attractive and unusual stamps,
covers and cards that members had brought along for all to see. Contributors included Rosalind Ragg, David Hope,
Bob Medland, Norton Wragg, Eric Lienhard, Richard Donithorn, Paul Jenkins and Mike Sharp. In closing the event,
Chairman David Hope thanked all who had contributed to the success of the weekend and looked forward to the
next “get-together”.
The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting and further details of the Heinz Katcher Memorial Display, Jonathan
Cartwright's presentation, the Competition entries and the Members' displays will appear in future Newsletters.
THE RESULTS OF THE SOCIETY'S COMPETITIONS
The Society's tradition of fostering good-natured, competitive philately was ably upheld in Oxford by the latest
crop of entrants. Once again, all the entries in the two competitions were of a very high standard and highlighted
the wealth of themes available to Swiss collectors. The members in attendance at the Meeting judged the
exhibits. The Helvetia Silver Cup (for stamps and covers other than postal history) and the Moore Trophy (for
postal history) were both won by Bob Medland for his displays 'Cinderellas – Postal Rubbish or Postal History?'
and 'Swiss Postal Routes and Agencies in Italy' respectively. The Runners-up were David Colman for his entry 'Blue
Postage Dues' in the Helvetia Silver Cup and David Hope for his 'International Arrangements for Postage Dues' in
the Moore Trophy. For the record, the subjects of the other competition entries were :
The Helvetia Silver Cup – 'The Horse in the Field' (soldier stamps) by Rosalind Ragg
'UN Geneva Office' by David Hope
The Moore Trophy 'De Coppet Razor Cancels' by David Colman
'Special Airmail Flights 1923-25' by Fred Hoadley
Our Chairman, David Hope presented the awards to the delighted winner. Congratulations and thanks to all those
who participated.
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Acknowledgements: This is a supplement to an article entitled the “Postal Agencies in the Mountains” first
published in the 'Mitteilungen der ArGe. Schweiz e.V.' (31st Year. Vols. 70 and 72). The Society is grateful to the
author and the German ASV (Swiss Study Group Association) for their permission to publish it in our Newsletter;
and to their Hans Zinken and our Eric Lienhard for their valuable work on the translation.
The Gotthard Pass, at an altitude of 2,106 metres, is a mountain pass
between the cantons Ticino and Uri. The hospice erected there belongs
to the canton Ticino and in 1838 was extended with a customs building
and a hotel, in order to accommodate the gentry in an appropriate
fashion. The important time of the Gotthard Post however only began
in 1842, when a carriage travelled daily in both directions. The
illustration (left) shows the painting by Rudolf Koller ‘The Gotthard Post’
1873. The journey from Como to Flüelen took barely 23 hours. Later it
was decided to make the Gotthard Pass accessible with sledges, which
resulted in a rapid increase in travellers. On both sides of the Pass about
100 workers were available for snow clearance. For the seasonally
required postal agency, there were at this time two 'ray cancels', also
known as the 'Ticino Ovals'.
From 1881 onwards, the post was transported through the roughly
finished Gotthard Tunnel which had made the arduous and dangerous
trips over the Pass no longer necessary. Because of the opening of the railway tunnel the postal agency was closed
on 1st April 1882. Thus overnight, its significance was lost for a few decades.
From 1st April 1891 the agency was again opened annually from June to September, whereby a variety of cancels
were created. This seasonal agency accounted to Airolo. Because in the Ticino all public agencies and institutions
had free postage, the 'ray cancels' are more numerous on letters without stamps.

Left above – Cancel Type I. large lettering - usage 1858 to 1864. The charitable hospice enjoyed free postage.
Letter from St. Gottardo to Sonogno – district Locarno. Date of letter 11.01.1859.
Right - Type II. Small lettering – usage 1864 to 1877. Letter posted in St Gottardo, transit cancel Airolo to Potsdam.
Date of letter 21.08.1887? 25 cts foreign letter charge.
Source for literature: 'Ticino Oval Cancels' by Giorgio Lavater. A special thankyou from the author for his support
goes to Mr. Adriano Bergamini (CH). The painting 'The St. Gotthard Post' can be seen in the Zürich Kunsthaus.
Those of you who wish to learn more about the Gotthard Pass/Tunnel, an amazing engineering feat, should read
all 10 parts of Richard Hall's article on the subject published in the AHPS's 'Tell' during 2013-2015 (Editor).
MEMBERSHIP NEWS
•
•

We give a warm welcome to our latest new member George Wright. He lives in East Anglia and is
interested in Rayons, Standing Helvetia, UPU, and postage due stamps.
The Society was recently informed that our member, Harry Czarnecki, passed away in January this year.
Our condolences go to all his family and friends.
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EDITOR

Fig 2

For those of our members who do not receive Swiss Post's free quarterly publication 'Focus on Stamps' (or access
it through Swiss Post's Website – www.swisspost.ch), the February edition (1/2015) included a 2015 calendar of
philatelic-related events in Switzerland and beyond. I would draw your attention to the following:
the Federal Holiday (special post office in Berne) on 1 st August
the Monastic Market in Saint-Maurice (special post office) on 22 nd September
Swiss Post's sales stand at the Mubaphil exhibition in Basel on 7 th/8th November
Stamp Day to be celebrated in Bulle (special post office) on 26 th November
the Christmas Fair in Wienacht-Tobel (special post office) on 29 th November
the Christmas Post Office at Bern-Bethlehem (special post office) from 10 th to 16th December.
With fewer commemorative stamps being used on cover these days, privately produced covers with the
cancellations from the special post offices may well be significant "collectors' items" in future years – who knows?
'Focus' 1/2015 also included a 'Corrigenda' which relates to the item on PJ Business Sheets in the December 2014
edition of the HPS Newsletter (P. 105). It reads: "In 'Focus on Stamps' 4/14 we presented the new Pro Juventute
business sheet. This product aims to ensure that the perforations of the stamp booklet, business sheet and series
are exactly the same. Unfortunately, this is not possible from a technical point of view. The stamp perforations still
vary. The reason is that the so-called serpentine cut is used. If the stamps do not have a gutter, the result is a t êtebêche with a different perforation. Specifically, this means that stamp booklets/blocks of four and business
sheets/series each have the same perforations. Thank you for your understanding." Make of it what you will!
For those of our members who are interested in "modern issues" Springtime is a busy and potentially expensive
time of year as the first two issues of 'Focus on Stamps' arrive within five or six weeks of each other. The new
products for 2015 which were issued in two batches on 5 th March and 16th May included seven sheetlets, a
miniature sheet, a set of unstamped 'picture cards' and 3 postal stationery cards.
The stamp tryptich of the Rhine Falls at Schaffhausen offers a fine view of Laufen Castle and, for se-tenant
collectors, two different horizontal pairs if they acquire two copies of the tryptich. The two Europa stamps this
year were also printed se-tenant, presumably also providing collectors with two formats from the sheet of 16
stamps.
For "those who (want to) have everything" there was a very attractive "combi-folder" containing the two stamps
designed by the artist and poet Rudolf Mirer to commemorate the Confederation's victory at the Battle of
Morgarten and defeat at Marignano (Fig. 1). Herr Mirer's unusual painting style is highlighted on the stamps and
folder, echoing his designs of the joint-issue with Vatican City for the 500 th anniversary of the famous march of the
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Swiss Pontifical Guard to Rome (Z1183 and 1184 and the related sheetlets and combi-folder – Fig. 2). It must have
been a labour of love as he served in the Papal Guard in Rome for several years.

Fig. 3

Fig. 4

Fig. 5

For fans of "imprinted stamps with designs unique to postal stationery" there were two examples on the postal
stationery cards celebrating the 2000th Anniversary of Avenches (Fig. 3) and the 150 th Anniversary of the
International Telecommunications Union (Fig. 4) – the first since the rather basic design* of the imprinted stamp
on the card commemorating the World Orienteering Championships in Lausanne in 2012 (Fig. 5).
*Apparently it replicates the design of the small "marker banners" used on the orienteering route.
(The Society is grateful to Swiss Post for allowing illustrations of its products to be published in the Newsletter.)
REPORT OF THE NORTHERN GROUP'S APRIL MEETING

DAVID HOPE

The Northern Group completed its season on 11th April with the Annual General Meeting at which David
Whitworth was elected Chairman for 2015-2016.
After the AGM four displays on 'Tell and Tellboy' were presented:
• David Whitworth showed the various stamps issued, including a variety: 'moon over Tell's shoulder'.
• Tony Hoyle displayed places linked to the William Tell story covering Altdorf, Bürglen, Tell Chapel, Hohe
Gasse and the Tell Play at Interlaken. These were all illustrated with stamps, publicity handstamps,
slogan cancels, postcards and photos taken by Tony.
• David Colman showed tête-bêche, se-tenant and booklet sheets along with the stamps used on cover.
• Finally David Hope presented Tellboy on postal stationery postcards and the 'Provisional Issues 1915 –
1930'.
FORTHCOMING REGIONAL MEETINGS
The Southern Group – Saturday 6th June – David Colman, will entertain with 'Around Standing Helvetia and Other
Material' commencing at 10.30.a.m. at 'The Three Crowns' public house at Whaddon which is just off the A36, 4
miles south east of Salisbury. Saturday 3rd October commencing at 10.30.a.m. also at 'The Three Crowns'. The
main speaker will be our own Marc Burgess who will entertain us with some of the treasures from his Swiss
Collection, linked to his family history. Further information, including details of the location of the venue in the
April edition of the HPSN, on the Society's Website or direct from Werner Gattiker - business e-mail address
werner@swisstamps.co.uk, Tel. Office: 01273 845501 and Home: 01273 842135.
The Northern Group will resume activities after the summer break – details of the 2015/16 Programme will
appear in a future Newsletter. All meetings take place at Corporation Mill, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire commencing
at 2.00.p.m. Further details from David Hope Tel. 0161 3030091.

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

•
Liechtenstein also available.
Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 - werner@swisstamps.co.uk
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EDITOR

There always seems to be something
interesting for philatelists specialising in
Switzerland in the British Swiss Railways
Society's journal 'Swiss Express', and the
March 2015 edition of their Editor, Malcolm
Bulpitt's regular column 'Swiss News' was no
exception. Below are two examples for our
members:
Lake Transport – On 27th December 2014, on the Vierwaldstättersee, a fire occurred onboard Switzerland's oldest
steamship 'ps Uri' due to an electrical fault associated with the auxiliary engine. None of the passengers or crew
were injured, but it is expected that the ship will be out of service for an indefinite period, the service being taken
over by the SGV's 'ps Unterwalden'. The 'Uri' featured on the Pro Patria booklet cover and one of the stamps in
the 1999 set – see illustrations. Over on the "Three Lakes" (Neuchâtel, Bienne and Murten) which are linked by
canal, the historic single-deck paddle steamer, the 'Neuchâtel', entered summer service last year following
restoration after 40 years of inactivity. Defects in the boiler cladding, severely restricted its sailing programme but
it is now fully repaired and is expected to be back in service in Summer 2015. Can anyone please tell me - are
there any post boxes and/or cancellation services these days on Swiss, German, French, Austrian or Italian
passenger boats operating in Swiss waters?
PostAuto Schweiz - PostAuto Schweiz transports over 130m passengers annually, clocking up over 100M kms. in
the process. Their safety record is very good, with few accidents recorded and zero passenger deaths in 2013 and
two up to December in 2014. Their Alpine Ticket surcharge, introduced 15 years ago, was recently abolished. It
was originally intended to help reduce the deficit on a number of mostly seasonal tourist lines in the mountains.
The acceptance of this surcharge has never been good with passengers using the Swiss Pass, All-line Day Tickets or
a GA, who often have problems understanding why they must pay extra.
(The Society is grateful to the Swiss Railways Society for enabling publication of this article and to Swiss Post for
allowing illustrations of its products to be published in the Newsletter.)
WHAT USE ARE ULTRAVIOLET LAMPS TO SWISS PHILATELY?

EDITOR

To observe phosphors/phosphor strips you need a short-wave UV lamp. The bands leave an afterglow in the dark
once you turn the lamp off: green, violet or blue. A long-wave UV lamp can also create reactions from particular
types of stamps or stamp papers e.g. it will show up that there are added "brighteners" in certain types of early
papers and changes to the composition of inks. For example, aniline inks fluoresce under UV light. A recent article
on "Ultraviolet" in the auction newsletter of Murray Payne Ltd. suggested that, when looking at some British
Commonwealth stamps, UV lamps can be used to detect disturbances in paper, such as showing up a repaired
tear or cleaned cancellations.
I am sure some of our members use UV lamps, both short- and long-wave. Could one or two of you please let me
know for what and how you use them in your researches into Swiss stamps and cancels. Which Swiss stamps
particularly benefit from the use of a UV lamp when, for example, identifying particular varieties or shades? What
are your experiences of using UV lamps? - good or bad. I will publish your answers in a future edition of the
Newsletter so that all the membership can benefit from your knowledge and experience. PLEASE WRITE IN!
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At the recent Annual General Meeting a proposal was accepted that, if there was enough interest, we would
celebrate our 70th Anniversary with a meeting in Switzerland next year. It would not replace the Annual General
Meeting which would still take place in the UK.
Our initial thoughts are that the meeting would be held over two or three days and be in a location suitable for
Members and their partners to enjoy a longer stay in Switzerland if they wished. The initial location suggested is
Lucerne, probably in early June, as it is a central holiday destination and would allow for a visit to the Postal
Museum in Berne. We would aim to invite local speakers to give displays.
If you might be interested in such a meeting please advise our Secretary, Neville Nelder, preferably by E-mail. His
contact details are set out in the masthead on the front page of the Newsletter. This is not a firm commitment,
but we do want to know if there is sufficient interest before we make any detailed arrangements such as bookings
of hotels, meeting rooms or speakers.
LOCAL MEMBERS' INTEREST

NEVILLE NELDER

Attention all members ! Do you want to make contact with fellow members locally?
At our Annual meeting there was an interest from members in making contact with other members who live in
their locality, as we are thinly spread across the British Isles and – in some cases - beyond our islands. I undertook
to find out whether there is general interest in this idea,. It would allow informal exchange of activities and
interests relatively locally, on a one-to-one basis, without the need to travel long distances to a meeting on a
particular day.
But to put information on a database that would be accessible to you – in paper and electronic form – it would
need your specific agreement in order to avoid breaching the terms of the Data Protection Act. So in order to
make progress on this initiative, I would need to know your name and at the very least, your locality and your
contact phone number, confirming your interest. It would also be helpful if you could reveal your sphere of
interest in Swiss philately, as it would assist a member in deciding whether she/he wanted to follow up a contact.
You can take this first step by contacting Neville Nelder by email [preferred] at seitani@waitrose.com, or by post
to: 13, Bowbridge Lock, Stroud, Glos GL5 2JZ; or 'phone 01453 766751.
JUNGFRAUPOST

BERT de GRAAFF/EDITOR

The fourth part of Bert de Graaff's series of articles on Pro Juventute appeared in edition No. 143 (March 2015
Pages 3 – 28) of the journal of our Dutch cousin's society. Copies of all four parts are available in our Library.
Entitled in Dutch 'Van begin tot eind: alle fasen van het product ie proces' Mr. de Graaff summarises the content
of Part 4 in English as follows: "deals with the photogravure printing process by which the Swiss Pro Juventute
stamps of the years 1933-1942 with portraits of women in traditional costumes were produced. In addition to the
process as such: a description of the almost never ending negotiations on the content and form of the designs,
the glass gravure screen, the printing ink, the properties of the printing paper used and the printers in La Chauxde-Fonds. At the end it appears that, as a result of changing views on design procedures, the series of 25 stamps is
less homogeneous than one would say at first sight."
ADDENDA
WERNER GATTIKER
Reference the May edition of the Newsletter, may I draw your attention to a small slip in the Stampex Article: M &
R Günther are definitely not from Finland, but from Switzerland. They are long-established Lucerne stamp dealers
and auctioneers (now operating from just outside the City at Horw). Incidentally, brothers Marcel and Roger
Günther both worked for several months with me at Leo Baresch in London back in the late 1960s/early 1970s
before establishing their Lucerne business! Regarding the very last paragraph in the Newsletter, I still have a
reasonably good stock of Liechtenstein which I do rarely publicise, although in the modern sections it gets a bit
patchy. I have, however, sold my entire stock of UN Geneva and Vienna. (My apologies Werner- Editor)
SMALL AD from Peter Hobbs – 'Swiss Cancels (1843 – 1903)' The reference work for every possible cancellation.
Rarely seen! 8-volumes, A5 size. Shows date, size and estimated values. Offers please – ring him on 01225 310971.
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THE TICINO OVAL POSTMARKS

WERNER GATTIKER

While in other parts of Switzerland the non-accounting sub-post offices generally received plain or framed
straight-line postmarks, the Bellinzona Postal District (covering the Ticino Canton and the Mesolcina and Calanca
valleys of Grisons Canton) issued many of their sub-P.O.s with attractive oval-shaped postmarks incorporating a
Swiss Cross with rays on top and the village name curved along the bottom. These are highly sought after because
of their attractive design, but also because they tend to be quite scarce. There was little or no industry and trade
in the mountain valleys, and so no business mail and very little correspondence survives. The majority of Ticino
Ovals can be found on Official mail sent between communal and cantonal authorities.
A superb new book covering the subject has recently been issued: 'Tessin – Die Strahlenstempel der Schweiz' 2012
by Bach and Winterstein. It can be borrowed from our Society's Library.
RÖLLI AUCTIONS – NEW DATES AND SOFTWARE

CHRISTIAN HOLLING

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Our auction dates for 2015 and 2016 have changed since January. The new dates are:
Rölli Online Auction 15-1: 28th and 29th May 2015
56th International Rölli Auction: 24th and 25th September 2015
Rölli Online Auction 15-2: 4th December 2015
57th International Auction: 17th – 19th February 2016
We have changed our auction live software. We are working with Philasearch.com now. Everything runs without
problems and it is very easy to register. All customers must renew their registration because we are not using
Coretech anymore.
MORE TIPS FOR RAYON FANS

GEORGE WRIGHT

Our Member, George Wright, writes: I have just been reading through an article by Bob Medland in the January
2015 Newsletter regarding plating and Rayon II forgeries. I found this site a couple of years ago:
http://www.pro-philatelie.info/faelschungen/altschweiz/rayon.html
It has proved invaluable to me, and may well be to other members who may not have easy access to the printed
versions of the source books he mentions. As always, it is in German, but hopefully Google-translate will kick in to
help a bit! I have used it (so far successfully) to ID my Rayon I, II & III collection/plate reconstruction. You can
enlarge the 'sheets' on-line enough to make each stamp pretty clear. Perhaps not as clear as the books (I have the
Muller "Rayon II"), but nevertheless handy in its accessability.
I also found this site: http://www.fallingrain.com/world/SZ/ to be helpful when trying to find town or city
handstamps from (mainly) the Strubel & Sitting Helvetia issues. It is best to scroll down to the "Alphabetical Listing
of Places in Switzerland" where it shows the value of listing places by their first letter. Of course you do need to
know the first letter of the place you are searching for, which is not always possible with these handstamps. If you
can identify the place you are looking for, the website enables you to determine its location and provides some
useful, up-to-date information about it.
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