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SEASONAL GREETINGS TO YOU ALL!

PHILATELIC CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS IN SWITZERLAND

Fig. 1 G.B. Stamp

Fig. 2 PJ177

RICHARD DONITHORN

Fig. 3 PJ251

Fig. 4 PJ295

Christmas-related Stamps
Do you remember the cheerful 'King of the Orient's face painted by a child on your Christmas mail back in 1966
(Fig. 1). That was the first specifically Christmas-themed British stamp. The USA had been enjoying their annual
Christmas postage stamps since 1962 and their "official" Christmas charity labels before that. The Swiss had to
wait much longer for an official Christmas stamp from the postal authorities. Why should this be?
Part of the answer is that many Swiss people traditionally regarded the stamps of the Pro Juventute Foundation as
“Christmas stamps”, even if they did not picture a Christmas theme. These attractive, colourful charity stamps,
often based on subjects popular with children and adults alike, were ideal for enhancing covers and packages
containing cards or presents leading up to Christmas. Issued on or the week before the 1 st December and with a
surcharge in aid of children's needs they fitted the bill very well.
At first, the subjects chosen for the stamps were clearly not Christmas-themed. The only possible exceptions that
come to mind are the "Christmas Rose" designed by H. Schwarzenbach in 1958 (PJ177 – Fig. 2) and "Mistletoe" in
1974 (PJ251 – Fig. 3). Perhaps the choice of subject for these was simply coincidental as they were part of sets on
the wider subjects of "Flowers" and "Poisonous Forest Plants" respectively. Also, in 1985, there was a complete
set of Fairy Tale characters with subjects which British collectors, at least, would consider Christmas-related as
three of them figure in traditional British pantomimes - Hansel and Gretel (Babes in the Woods), Snow White and
the Seven Dwarfs and Cinderella (PJ294, PJ295 – Fig. 4 and PJ297).
In fact up to the 1980s the Pro Patria Foundation had issued more stamps with subjects which related closely to
the Christmas tradition than the PJ Foundation, but unfortunately they were all issued after the Christmas period.
They include representations of the Virgin Mary and the Christ Child on several stamps including PP131, PP136
and PP145 (and more recently PP267); Joseph on PP129, PP130 (Fig. 5 – see next page) and PP137 and some of
the Kings of the Nativity (the Wise Men) on PP125 and PP136. Most of them are depictions from wooden ceiling
panels in Zillis church in stamp sets issued between 1965 and 1967.
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Fig. 5 PP130
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Fig. 7 PJ356

The first specifically Christmas-themed Swiss stamp produced by the PJ Foundation was designed by Eleonore
Schmid in 1987. It depicted a young girl with a candle, protecting the flame (PJ302 – Fig. 6). Several years passed
before Bernadette Baltis designed the second Swiss Christmas stamp also for the PJ Foundation (PJ323) in 1992depicting King Melchior, one of the Wise Men. This stamp, presumably proved quite a success with the public, as
the issuing of an annual Christmas stamp by the Foundation or Swiss Post and, in some years, both has continued
ever since .
A Christmas-themed stamp was issued by the PJ Foundation from 1993 to 2005 inclusive as part of their annual
set e.g. PJ356 in 2000 (Fig. 7). The Dutch artist Ted Scapa's contributions to the PJ series by young artists between
2006 and 2008 might also be described as "Christmas Angels" although they have other descriptions in "Focus on
Stamps". Between 2009 and 2013 there was only one Christmas stamp issued by the Foundation - in 2010 (PJ400).
Last year they embarked on a 3-part series on "Family Rituals" which so far has included three stamps (one
specifically Christmas-related) in 2014 and three stamps all on Advent and preparations for Christmas in 2015.
They are now valid all year round. The Christmas-themed PJ stamps, when issued, have usually been chosen as the
stamps to surmount the annual special Bern-Bethlehem cancelled covers in those years – see below.
Perhaps because of the popularity of the Pro Juventute stamps on Christmas Mail, the P.T.T. never issued a specific
"Christmas stamp", thus avoiding any competition with this traditional charitable cause. In 1998 the new
enterprise, Swiss Post, joined the PJ Foundation in issuing a single Christmas commemorative stamp (Z962
depicting a red ribbon – see next page Fig. 8). They introduced their "Christmas stamp" in 'Focus on Stamps' as
follows: "For the first time this Christmas, Swiss Post has satisfied the frequently expressed wish for such a stamp,
which has been designed by Béat Brüsch, Lausanne. We hope that this premium-free "gift" from us to you will
give you and your correspondents a great deal of pleasure." They repeated the exercise in 1999 (Z986 bauble
decoration) and in 2000 they began to produce short sets of Christmas stamps, at first released in stages, one, two
or three of the current set per year, and then in 2011 and since, complete sets of three or four each year. The
2015 4-stamp set depicts 'Snow Globes' containing gifts, a Christmas tree and snowman, baubles and candles.
A wide variety of subjects have been chosen to invoke the Christmas theme. Father Christmas (Santa Claus) or St.
Nikolaus are a particularly popular choice. They are depicted in a number of ways - e.g. St. Nikolaus on PJ356 with
his mitre in 2000, Father Christmas on a sleigh on PJ 360 in 2001, on a Christmas decoration on Z1106 in 2003 (and
repeat design on Z1145 and MS Z1146) and on the Sfr. 1.00 stamp in Swiss Post's 2014 Christmas set. St.
Nikolaus's mitre and hat also appear on Z1185 in 2005 and a Father Christmas hat is on Z1330 and PJ400.
Other popular subjects include – angels, candles, Christmas trees, presents, lights and other decorations. Full
details of the subjects covered on Christmas stamps are set out below in the schedules of all the Christmas stamps
that have been issued.
Finally, mention should be made of the two "Pingu as Postman" stamps (Fig. 9) first issued in March 1999
(Z964/65). Unfortunately they showed parcels that were wrapped in string which got caught in the mechanism of
semi-automatic parcel sorting machines and had been banned (or at least discouraged) in new Swiss Post rules.
They were reissued in December 1999 (Z987/88) with amended "string-less designs". Fortuitously these second
versions, issued close to Christmas time, fitted in well with the Christmas theme whilst also reminding the public
to wrap their presents properly for posting.
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Fig. 9 Z964 and Z987

Souvenirs, Christmas Cards and Cancellations
Those who are considering developing a Christmas-themed philatelic collection should certainly not restrict their
search to stamps per se. In recent years there has been an increasing number of philatelic souvenirs related to the
Christmas stamps. They have included the 2004 miniature sheet containing the five stamps that had been issued
in stages over the previous four years and Pro Juventute stamp booklets that have included Christmas-themed
stamps in 1998 (with a Christmas design on the cover), 2010, 2014 and 2015.
In 2013 Swiss Post collaborated with their neighbouring German-language postal authorities – Austria, Germany
and Liechtenstein to produce a folder containing the Christmas stamps issued by the four countries in that year.
This initiative was repeated in 2014 and 2015.
Related official FDCs have been produced for all the annual issues of Pro Juventute stamps (which include
Christmas-related stamps) and all "Christmas stamps" issued by Swiss Post. They may be franked by a single stamp
or a set, of which, in the case of the PJ Foundation, usually only one stamp may be Christmas-related. Many of the
special cancellations and illustrations on the covers are Christmas-related, particularly on those covers for the
Christmas stamp sets between 2005 – 2015 (Fig. 10 – see next page).
The PTT offered customers the opportunity to use a special Bern-Bethlehem cancellation on their Christmas mail
as far back as 1956. The service continued to 1960 and was revived again in 1978. The design of these pictorial
cancels have always related to the "Christmas story" (Fig. 11).
Today Swiss Post offer a special 'Bern-Bethlehem' cancellation service to the public at their 'Special Bethlehem
Post Office' now located in the Tscharni Café und Quartierzentrum in Bern. Collectors can post letter-post covers
correctly franked with any valid postage stamps in the specially provided letterbox there during a short period in
December. Alternatively they can be sent to the Bern Philatelic Salespoint for cancellation enclosed in a stamped
envelope. Unadressed items, when cancelled, will be sent back in a stamped self-addressed cover which must be
provided by the customer.
In 1995 the Bern-Bethlehem PO issued a specially designed cover with a PJ Foundation Christmas stamp and
special Bern-Bethlehem cancellation. They have been issued annually ever since with different cover designs and
either a PJ Foundation or Swiss Post Christmas stamp. Since 1997 Swiss Post have also offered a special A6
Christmas card to match the special cover (Fig. 13). (n.b. 1997 was also the first year when Swiss Post featured the
Bethlehem special cover in 'Focus on Stamps'). The message inside the annual card, currently 'Season's Greetings',
is in four languages – German, French, Italian and English. The designers of the covers and matching cancellations
and cards were: in 1997 - 2000 - Thomas Uehlinger; 2001 – 2005 - Reinhard Fluri; 2006 – 2009 - Christian
Kitzmüller (based on stained glass); 2010 – 2013 - Doris Abegg-Schäffer; 2014 – 2016 - Ursula Regez (based on
filigree paper silhouettes).
n.b.In 2000 the Helvetia Zürich Philatelist's Circle were mandated by the VSPhV to organise 'Stamp Day 2000'
which coincided with the annual Zürich Collectors' Christmas Mart. They produced a special cover to mark the
event which could be purchased cancelled with a special Pro Juventute cancel featuring Santa Claus with mitre on
his sleigh (Fig. 12).
Between 1965 and 2011 the P.T.T. and latterly Swiss Post sent Official specially designed New Year's Greetings
Cards to their private customers/subscribers as a thankyou to them for their custom. Cards sent to customers in
the stamp trade generally had different texts but the same pictures as those to collectors. Each card had a stamp
or block of four stamps cancelled with a special cancel inside. The message was in four languages – German,
French, Italian and English. A variety of designs have been used, many related to the stamps inside that were
current at the time. In recent years the card designs have mirrored one of Swiss Post's Christmas stamp designs.
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Fig. 10 Swiss Post Christmas Stamp Sets and Special Cancellations on Official First Day Covers in 2007, 2009, 2012 and 2014.

Fig. 11 Examples of Special Bethlehem and Bern-Bethlehem Cancellations

Fig. 12 Special PJ Cancel on Day of the Stamp Cover

Fig. 13 Examples of designs of Swiss Post Christmas Cards matching the Special Bern-Bethlehem Covers issued in 2002, 2013 and 2014.

Fig. 14 Examples of Machine Cancel Slogans used during the lead-up to Christmas

Since 2003 Swiss Post have also produced short sets of A6 Christmas Cards based on the designs of the annual
Christmas Stamp issue. The first was a set of five based on Bernadette Baltis's Christmas Decorations stamps,
supplied with matching envelopes franked with the appropriate stamps. In the following year, 2004, the five cards
were reissued, supplied for franking with the Christmas miniature sheet issued that year. The cards were blank
inside i.e. no message. No cards were produced from 2005 – 2009. Since 2010 two cards with different designs,
have been issued each year with a Christmas message on the cover in three languages – French, German and
Italian (except 2010 when Romansch was included). They were sold in packs of four with the appropriate stamps.
Swiss Post have been attending the Christmas Market held in Weinacht-Tobel (Lutzenberg) since 1992 to present
their special Christmas stamp(s) and cancel them with a Weinacht-Tobel special cancel. Since 2012 Swiss Post
have made available to collectors an annual illustrated cover to promote the Market, complete with a Christmas
stamp and a special cancellation. They can be purchased direct from the Philatelic Bureau as well as at the
Market. The covers have been designed by the Weinacht/Lutzenberg tourist office.
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Finally, to complete the story, the P.T.T. and Swiss Post have used a number of pictorial slogan cancels over the
years to remind customers to post their cards and parcels in good time for Christmas (Fig. 14). Messages in
German, French and Italian have included – "Weinachts post belzeiten aufgeben" ; "Expediez à temps envois de
Noël et de Nouvel-An" ; "Spedire per tempo gli invii di Natale e di Capodanno" ; "Frohe Festtage Ihre PTTBetriebe" ; "Weihnachtsgeschenke FRUHZEITIG zur Post bringen" and "Envois de Noël: expédiez-les ASSEZ TÖT".
Full details can be found in the cancels catalogue: "Handbuch der Maschinenstempel Schweiz" (2 volumes) by G.
Balimann, W. Guldens and E. Lehmann 1983.
We now look forward to what the charitable institutions and postal authorities have in mind to help us celebrate
this joyful event in future years. Meanwhile, if members have examples of postal items from the C19th or first half
of the C20th that reflect the Christmas season please send me a scan/copy so that they may shared with fellow
members through our Newsletter.
Schedule of Christmas-themed Stamps issued by:
PJ Foundation – Yr. 1987 - PJ302 Girl with candle, 1992 - PJ323 King Melchior, 1993 - PJ328 Wreath, 1994 - PJ332
Candles, 1995 - PJ336 Angel, 1996 - PJ340 the Christmas Star, 1997 - PJ344 Mistletoe, 1998 - PJ348 Small Bell, 1999
- PJ352 Snowman, 2000 - PJ356 St. Nikolaus, 2001 - PJ360 Father Christmas, 2002 - PJ364 Christmas Rose*, 2003 PJ369 "the Joy of Christmas" (tree and presents), 2004 - PJ376 "Starry nights" story time, 2005 – PJ380 "Pleasure
of anticipation" (present and candle), 2006 - PJ384 Christmas Angel, 2007 - PJ388 Angels, 2008 - PJ392 "Friendship
is Uplifting" (Angels), 2009 - NONE, 2010 - PJ400 "Giving" (Child with Father Christmas hat giving present), 2011 –
2013 – NONE, 2014 - Family Rituals Set I: Turnip lantern procession, Telling stories, Baking biscuits at Christmas
with tree**, 2015 - Family Rituals Set II related to Advent – "Eating", "Crafts" and Christmas tree.
Swiss Post – 1998 - Z962 Ribbon, 1999 - Z986 Christmas Tree Ornament, 2000-2004 Christmas Decorations set: –
2000 - Z1014 Angel, 2001 - Z1039 Star, 2002 - Z1072 Church, 2003 - Z1105/1106 Horseman/Father Christmas,
2004 - Z1141 – 1145 and Z1146 MS – all 5 previous designs, 2005-2007 Christmas Customs set: – 2005 Z1185/1186 St. Nikolaus's Mitre/Gingerbread, 2006 - Z1215/1216 Lucerne Carol Singers/Advent wreath, 2007 Z1254 - 1256 Christmas Market/Tree/Presents, 2008-2010 Christmas Decorations set: 2008 - Z1291 – 1293
Bauble/Star/Bell, 2009 - Z1330 – 1332 Father Christmas Hat/Tree/Present, 2010 - Z1373 – 1375
Candle/Angel/Star***, 2011 Complete Set of 3 - Z1413 – 1415 Chapel/Christmas Tree/Chalet, 2012 'Fairy Lights'
Set of 3: Light chains/Light stars/Illuminated arches, 2013 'Story' Set of 4: Fox/Owl/Fawn/Squirrel, 2014
'Sparkling' Set of 4: Nativity/SantaClaus/Decorations/Biscuits, 2015 'Snow Globes' Set of 4: Gifts/Christmas Tree
and Snowman/Baubles/Candles.
*When rubbed gently this stamp released a scent which smelled of a "seasonal blend of fresh pine needles, cinnamon, candle wax and
cloves". The other rose-motif stamps in the PJ set gave off a "fresh rose perfume".
**In 2014 each of the Pro Juventute stamps were made available as business sheets of 10 stamps, according to Swiss Post thereby
"ensuring that the perforations of the stamp booklet, business sheet and stamp set are exactly the same".
***The stamps in the Christmas Stamp sets issued between 2008 and 2010 were enhanced with sparkling silver foil stars that shined in the
light.
Since 2003 the PJ stamps including the Christmas-themed stamps and since 2011 the Swiss Post Christmas stamps have all been issued in
self-adhesive format, convenient to peel off the backing paper.

Designers of the Christmas-themed Stamps:
PJ Foundation: Yr. 1987 Eleonore Schmid 1992 Bernadette Baltis 1993 Bernadette Baltis 1994 Béat Brüsch
1995 Gustav André Forster 1996 Bernhard Struchen 1997 Eleonore Schmid 1998 Bernhard Struchen 1999 Swiss
Post reproducing book illustration by the English painter Margaret Strub 2000 Swiss Post reproducing book
illustration by Albert Manser 2001 Swiss Post reproducing book illustration by Gabi Fluck 2002 Anne Marie
Trechslin 2003 Ernst Feurer 2004 Patricia Brunner 2005 Angelo Boog 2006 – 2008 Ted Scapa 2009 NONE
2010 Tessa Gerster 2011-2013 NONE 2014 - 2016 Nicolas d'Aujourd'hui
Swiss Post: 1998 Béat Brüsch 1999 Wolf Henkel and Gigi Schmid 2000 - 2004 Bernadette Baltis 2005 - 2007
Michèle Haas 2008 – 2010 Jenny Leibundgut 2011 Raphael Volery 2012 Paul Bühler 2013 Steffy Merz 2014
Dominique Rossier 2015 Bea Wurgler
Acknowledgements: The author wishes to thank Bob Medland, and in particular, Werner Gattiker, for their
considerable help in the preparation of this article.
The Society is grateful to Swiss Post for allowing the use of the illustrations of its products.
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WHAT IS THE VALUE OF A CENSOR MARK?
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CHARLES J. LaBLONDE CPhH, FRPSL

We modern day postal historians are a very fortunate bunch. Nearly everything we touch has been catalogued
and valued by someone, somewhere. Stamp catalogues abound. Many countries have specialised handbooks of
their philatelic material. And when all else fails we can have a look at eBay where the real value of an item is
established.
As a long time collector of World War II censored material, especially related to Switzerland, I have the feeling that
not all eBay buyers and sellers have a good feel for the value of censorship. Letʼs look at an example:
The illustrations above show the front and back of a very attractive commercial letter, in excellent condition, from
the Banque Federale in St. Gallen to the Westminster Bank Limited in London, dated 22 nd January 1943. It is a
heavy surface letter, paid at 30 centimes for the basic letter plus 20 centimes over 20 grams for a 50 centime total.
The Swiss machine postmark is the winter sport slogan from St. Gallen Briefversand.
(Author's Aside: Wouldn't it be interesting to know what was inside of all this banking mail that ﬂowed between
Great Britain and Switzerland during WW II?!?)
We recall that Swiss outbound mail to the west was suspended from November 1942 until 21 st January 1943. The
sender must have been holding this mail during the suspension because it was posted early on the day after the
suspension ended.
Prior to the suspension, surface mail to Great Britain from Switzerland went across Vichy France to Portugal to
meet a ship bound for Great Britain. This avoided German censorship. But during the suspension things changed.
Because of the Allied invasion of North Africa the Germans occupied Vichy France. The Germans also dictated the
route for outbound Swiss surface mail to Great Britain - this mail had to pass through the new German Paris
Censor Ofﬁce on its way to Lisbon.
Each German Censor Ofﬁce had a letter designation and these letters more or less followed the chronological
order in which the censor ofﬁces were established. Paris, being a latecomer, was named “x.” We see on the
reverse of our letter that it had been opened and sealed with a brown tape containing the “x” for Paris. The
German cut mark is quite visible. (How did they make such a perfect cut in the back side of an envelope without
damaging the contents or the front of the envelope?).
The Germans were in a hurry to get the Paris ofﬁce up and operating. Even though they did have some “x” tape
available, they did not have the necessary rubber stamps to tie the tape to the letter. So the German Army
stepped in and provided some provisional rubber stamps for use at the Paris Censor Ofﬁce.
On the reverse of our letter we see a round rubber stamp in red that reads, “Dienststelle Feldpost nr. 24052D - 2”
or a German Army Fieldpost Unit. This particular marking was in use only in late December 1942 and January
1943, while the Paris Censor Ofﬁce was getting organized. It is extremely scarce! (On a personal note, the money
saving good news for me was that the eBay seller of this letter did not know the scarcity of the marking. One of
my little pet peeves are eBay listers who do not always show the backs of covers).
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German World War II censor markings are the subject of an outstanding handbook by Horst Landsmann entitled:
“Die Zensur von Zivilpost in Deutschland im 2. Weltkrieg.” Yes, the book is in German, but the proliﬁc illustrations
tell a story that most readers can understand. Landsmann uses a letter system (A - F) to designate scarcity. This
marking, Catalog Number XP3.2, is given an E.
The letter arrived in Great Britain and was examined there by Censor Number 2988 who is known to have been
active in London from March 1941 to May 1944. The closer used by the GB censor shows some printing
information: “51-2108. G. & F. Ltd.” Unfortunately we do not yet have full information on all of the printers who
made the closing labels. This one is unknown.
The implication of the above is not intended to be that we should enjoy our great hobby strictly on the basis of
pounds and pence. But it can be good to be an informed shopper!
NEWS FROM THE SOCIETY'S WEBMASTER

FRED HOADLEY

The latest contribution to the EXHIBITS page on the Society’s website http://www.swiss-philately.co.uk/ is a 68page display from our former Librarian Derrick Slate entitled "The International Committee of the Red Cross".
Derrick’s comprehensive display includes examples of vignettes, cachets and metre machine cancels, together
with a wide selection of the various forms of postal stationery (e.g. Red Cross Message cards, Prisoners of War
cards, etc.) used during WWI and WWII. A very attractive and informative display, and a welcome addition to our
website.Members who would like to contribute articles or displays (large or small) to the Society's website please
contact the Webmaster at fred.hoadley@btinternet.com
DESTINATION IDENTIFICATION
ALAN GREEN
Ref. Alan Green's query in HPSN October 2015 Page 94 – He has had two responses so far: Eric Lienhard suggested
that the first letter of the puzzle word is more likely to be a B. He has played around with all sorts of likely
spellings, without avail. Alan has tried a range of villages in north Italy but Varallo appeared the most likely fit. This
region was annexed by the French in 1802 – 3 years after the letter was written. Alan thought that using a "B",
Balerna, a district south of Mendrisio (Canton Ticino) was a vague possiblilty. Knowing the content of the
document would help to make a connection, but sadly the item is only a wrapper so no contents are available.
Peter Hobbs also suggested a "B", but remained puzzled. He also suggested that the sixth letter was not an "r"
because the tail turned down not up as does the second letter. A printed document dated 1677 which Peter has
seen contained the word Schaffhausen with the capital "S" being similar to the letter Alan was seeking to
determine. If the spelling is phonetic, he suggested that the town may be "Salerno" which was part of the
"Repubblica Partenopea", the first French Republic in the territory of Naples which existed from 21 st January 1799
until 13th June 1799. The date is significant because the wrapper is dated 21 st/22nd January 1799. Pure speculation
– but what a story if the connection could be proven! Any further ideas will be gratefully received.
WORLD STAMP SHOW, NEW YORK 2016

FRED HOADLEY

The World Stamp Show will be held at the Javits Center, New York, from 28 th May to 4th June 2016, website:
http://www.ny2016.org. Admission is free every day. Some hotel rooms have been reserved for show visitors in
New York City and nearby New Jersey offering discounts to show-goers – details are on the Show website. During
the show, the American Helvetia Philatelic Society (AHPS) will be hosting a society meeting, to be held on Monday
30th May commencing at 4pm. All HPS members who are planning to visit the Show are invited to the AHPS
meeting, where they will receive a very warm welcome and have the opportunity to interact with other likeminded Swiss philatelists. For further details please contact me at: fred.hoadley@btinternet.com

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

•
Liechtenstein also available.
Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 - werner@swisstamps.co.uk
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SWISS POST – YELLOW IN MOTION

December 2015
DON GATEHOUSE

Acknowledgement – This article was first published in the September 2015 edition of the Swiss Railway Society's
journal 'Swiss Express' pp 32/33. Thanks are due to the author and the editor of 'Swiss Express', Malcolm Bulpitt,
for enabling it to appear in our newsletter (Ed.).

Railway engines Nos. 11652 and 11366 at Wassen Wattingen with the Ticino Postal 50828 from Cadenazzo.

Don Gatehouse provides an illustrated review: When visiting Switzerland I have often seen and photographed one
of the trains of yellow containers or vans that convey the Swiss post. My natural curiosity led me to devote some
time to understanding better the network structure served by these trains. SwissPost provides an informative web
site and this, linked with the published SBB Graphic Charts and a spot of further selective browsing, provided a
good measure of background.
SwissPost is wholly owned by the Swiss Confederation and is provided with interest-free endowment capital. That
said, additional equity must be provided in the form of reserves with an appropriate level of retained earnings
being generated from the day-to-day business operations. To add to the business challenges, the Swiss Parliament
approved the gradual controlled opening-up of the postal market that would increase competition in the parcels
sector from 2004, and then in letter mail two years later. Letter mail has had to adapt to changing volumes during
the era of significant growth of electronic mail and payments systems. The parcels sector has had to adapt to the
demands of e-commerce in a very competitive market where the speed of delivery has become an ever more
important factor.
At the end of the 1990s, SwissPost had opened new rail-served parcels hubs at Daillens, Härkingen and
Frauenfeld. Since then, each of these centres has seen further significant investment and development to not only
meet the growing demands in this sector but also to address the increased demand for faster delivery times. Early
in the new millennium, Project REMA (Re-engineering Mail-Processing) was progressed to modernize the letter
sorting process, reduce overall costs, boost productivity and create a national platform to enable SwissPost to
offer new innovative products to meet the market needs. The autumn of 2007 saw the first of three new highly
automated mail sorting centres commence operations at Zürich Mülligen. The other two centres opened in 2008
at Härkingen and Eclépens and these were followed by the opening of six new regional sub-centres at Genève,
Basel, Cadenazzo, Ostermundigen (Bern), Kriens (Luzern) and Gossau (SG). To complete the new Post Mail
network centres at Sion and Chur are now used to process undelivered/returned items and provide video coding
for items that could not be handled through the automated systems elsewhere. As this phased implementation
was rolled out, the network of former regional sorting centres was closed down.
As part of the overall strategy to improve the efficiency of the rail logistics associated with the letters and parcels
business needs, SwissPost sourced complete ‘mail trains’ from Swiss Federal Railways.
This effectively eliminated the buying of individual ‘train kilometres’ travelled when
many passenger trains were used to carry the mail. SwissPost is now one of SBB
Cargo’s largest clients in Switzerland and operates more than 50 parcels and 15 letter
mail services daily. Not only are there a number of inter-hub trunk services but the
various sub-centres and other key locations are in turn linked to their appropriate hub
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Left above - RhB No. 703 passes Susch with Postal containers for Scuol Tarasp; Right - Engine No. 11309 working the 50816
Ostermundingen to Härkingen containers.

centre. Within the Swiss train designation codes, inter-hub container trains moving parcels will be found in the
range 50700-50749, other parcels network services will be in the range 50750-50899, and the dedicated mail
trains use 50900-50949.
So, with knowledge of the SwissPost network and by reference to the SBB Graphic Charts, it was not too difficult
to trace examples of daylight workings that could be photographed - as the selection of images illustrate. Even the
RhB metre gauge system handles SwissPost containers within its freight train network and observers of the Filisur
web cam will know that the weekdays RE1144, 13:02 St. Moritz to Chur has a SwissPost container wagon or two
attached to the rear.
So, with a little effort, it is possible to know where to be and when to capture an example of ‘Yellow in Motion’ in
Switzerland.
Note - since this article was published, the following news item appeared in 'Swiss Express' :
"Going against the Europe-wide decline in the transport of post by rail (for example France has just withdrawn the
mail-only TGV sets), SwissPost has started to take delivery of fifty-five new 23m long bogie vehicles. They are
being built by Niesky in Germany and are classified as freight vehicles, rather than 'Z' in the passenger series. The
new wagons are classified ‘Habbiillnss’ and numbered 33 85 2891 001 to 055. They will replace all the remaining
2-axle vehicles in the SwissPost fleet." (Editor)
SWISS CULTURE IN THE U.K.
If you need a break from philately, the Orchestra della Svizzera Italiana is giving a concert as part of the Zürich
International Orchestra Series at the Cadogan Hall in London on 18 th December. The Basel Symphony Orchestra
were there for two nights in September. And.... I noticed that one of the largest reproduction prints for sale in the
Tate Britain's gift shop was J.M.W. Turner's picture of 'The Blue Rigi, Sunrise'!
RÖLLI ONLINE AUCTION
This auction will take place on Thursday 3 rd and Friday 4th December. The subjects of the auction include – on the
3rd December – Thematical picture postcards, Liechtenstein, etc. and on the 4 th December – Philatelic beauties of
Switzerland, airmail cover.Further details on their Website www.roelliphila.ch If you would like to participate live
in the Auction you must register on their Website or on philasearch.com
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THE SOCIETY'S 70th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION IN LUCERNE 8th-10th JUNE 2016– NEWS UPDATE! NEVILLE NELDER
So far 22 members have declared their interest in attending this very special event which promises to be a unique
and enjoyable experience. Summertime in Lucerne will be wonderful, and combined with the philatelic
entertainment that is being arranged by your organising team, members are in for a real treat.
Your committee has arranged a block reservation for a hotel in the city and plans are underway to secure the
services of two specialist collectors from Switzerland to provide the keynote philatelic displays. HPS members and
collectors from local societies will be invited to present smaller displays of high quality during this part of the
event. The displays will be spread across the first two days and there will be a special, celebratory dinner on either
the Wednesday or Thursday evening. The third day includes an optional visit to the Museum of Communication in
Bern where there is a permanent exhibition: 'Imagery that Sticks: the World of Stamps'.
If any members are still undecided, now is the time to join us for this once in a lifetime event. Don’t leave it too
late! To find out more, please contact Werner Gattiker on 01273 845501 or myself on 01453 766751.
REGIONAL MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY
The Southern Group – The next meeting will be on Saturday 27th February 2016 starting at 10am for coffee and a
chat, with business getting under way at 10.30am and lasting until about 4pm. This will be a Peter Vonwiller
Memorial meeting with Werner presenting two parts of Peter's collection: 'Bodensee Shipping and Ship Mail' and
'WW II Soldier Mail and Stamps'. The afternoon session will be, as usual, a potpourri of members' short displays.
The new dates for the Summer and Autumn meetings are 25th June and 15th October. "The Three Crowns" at
Whaddon, just off the A36, about 3 - 4 miles south of Salisbury (postcode SP5 3HB) is now our permanent venue.
Further information is available on the Society's Website or from Werner Gattiker werner@swisstamps.co.uk, Tel.
01273 845501.
The Northern Group – The next meetings are on Saturday 5th March 2016 – Chairman's Presentation and on
Saturday 2nd April 2016 - Members' Choice/New Acquisitions. All meetings take place at Corporation Mill, Sowerby
Bridge, Yorkshire commencing at 2.00.p.m. Further details from David Hope Tel. 0161 3030091.
REPORT OF THE NORTHERN GROUP MEETING 7th NOVEMBER 2015
DAVID HOPE
Although small in numbers nowadays, the Northern Group can still put on a fine show and the November meeting
was no exception. Tony Hoyle began by saying that he had been in Zermatt this last summer for the 150th
anniversary celebrations of the first ascent of the Matterhorn. As a result, his display dealt with that event
through the publicity material produced, there being no special cancellation or slogan cancellation at the post
office. The rest of Tony's display then dealt with the various depictions of the Matterhorn on stamps, postal
stationery postcards, Soldier stamps, postmarks, postcards, poster stamps, two Matterhorn essays and a Suchard
item as well. It certainly showed the variety of material to be collected on this one mountain.
David Hope then displayed recent additions to his postal coach collection including postal stationery postcards,
postcards with publicity attached and a publicity pack in Italian with six pictures with information for travellers
printed on the backs. David Whitworth showed postal stationery newspaper wrappers from 1871 to 1959 as well
as a selection of envelopes received over time from auction houses with a wide variety of stamps.
David Colman began with complete sheets of the four values of the 1949 Pro Patria issue and the stamps on cover.
He then illustrated the usage of the Official stamps with printed Cross, in particular on labels addressed to a
serving Military company during WW2. He also showed two sheets of Test prints showing postal coaches.
Finally Gordon Bromberger presented a wide selection of Suchard cards starting with the imprints on postal
stationery postcards from 1880 onwards to the various sets of postcards depicting Swiss Cantons, German States,
French Provinces and Swiss towns and scenes. To complete his display he showed some song cards with Suchard
publicity, some attached to menus for use in restaurants. Chairman David Whitworth thanked everyone for a very
good meeting.
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HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY SUBSCRIPTIONS 2016
Subscriptions for the society for next year are due on 1st January 2016.
The rate for the E-mail Subscription is £15.
Overseas members are requested to pay by Sterling cheque if possible. If you wish to pay directly
into the Society’s bank you may do so, but please make all charges payable by the sender and
include your name in the reference line. You may pay for more than one year’s subscription if you
wish.
Please send remittances to: Norton Wragg, 10 Manor Crescent, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 2EN
Name………………………………………………………………
Address…………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………..
E-mail Address.................................................................................
Society Bank Details – Santander Sort Code 09-01-51 Account 43658301

