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SEASONAL GREETINGS TO YOU ALL!
SOLDIERS' CHRISTMAS 1944                                                                                                                                    DAVID HOPE

Many of you will have seen the document illustrated above left and wondered what it was issued for. In a special
issue of 'Tell' in March 2012 the author said these documents were “a special thankyou card sent to all soldiers on
active duty”. This is clearly not so, as a look at the address on the card shows. These documents were in fact
thankyou cards sent to people and businesses who contributed to the Soldiers' Christmas Fund. Advertisements
were  placed  in  newspapers  and  magazines  to  encourage  people  to  contribute.  The  paragraph  below  is  a
translation of the advertisement and above right an illustration that appeared with it. More soldiers were on duty
at Christmas 1944 because of the situation around Switzerland's borders at the time. 

“The Supreme commander of the Army, General Guisan, has entrusted the Welfare chief  of the Army to conduct the
Soldiers Christmas 1944. To raise funds for the soldiers' packages a badge sale was carried out on 9 th and 10th December
throughout Switzerland. A lapel pin with a soldier's head attached to a red and white ribbon was for sale. Members of the
Army were permitted to wear this badge according to an Army command of 21 st November. As the revenue was not
sufficient from the badge sale for the provision of the numerous Christmas packages a request will be sent through the
mail to all households, which encourages the receivers to donate sums of money (whole package Fr.10.-, half a package
Fr.5.-, quarter package Fr.2.50) to giro account III 7017 soldiers' packages. The donors will receive an acknowledgement
from the General, which will be provided with a soldier stamp specially created for this purpose and which otherwise
would not be commercially available.”
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MORE CHRISTMAS GREETING                                                                                                                                       EDITOR

Continuing the Christmas theme, the attractive postcard (above left) from Eric Lienhard's collection, posted on
New Year's Day 1916, was one of a series of cards entitled 'Souvenir de l'Occupation des Frontieres' produced
(“édit.”) by Georges Jaeger of Geneva, printed by Meier Frères. The illustration is an artist's impression of some of
the troops making the best  of  their  posting during the First  World War.  To the right is  a  card showing two,
presumably very cold, visitors to the Ice Grotto near Grindelwald at Christmas time (Edition Photoglob Zürich).

THE SOCIETY'S 25  th   ANNIVERSARY SOUVENIR                                                                                             NORTON WRAGG

In a recent auction lot I purchased I found this special cover (above left) celebrating the Society’s 25th Anniversary
in 1971. The cover shows the clock tower in Bern and is cancelled at the Postal Museum on 25 th October 1971.
Seeking more information I referred to the October 1971 Newsletter where I found the leading article entitled
‘The Helvetia P. S. Celebrates.’ which outlines the founding of the society by Mr E. H. Spiro 25 years previously. The
last paragraph is as follows: “We wished to provide all our members of the society with a souvenir of this event
and after much deliberation decided that a commemorative cover was probably the simplest and most effective.
It was hoped to have a special cancellation but our efforts in this direction were unsuccessful…….., but the covers
have been stamped and franked in Bern. We trust you will like this small token of goodwill.” My cover is addressed
to G.L. Stocks in Sleaford Lincolnshire. Do any of you have any memories of this gentleman as a member of the
society? The illustration to the right is the special cover produced for the Society's Golden Jubilee complete with
an exhibition souvenir cancel.

REPORT OF THE NORTHERN REGION GROUP                                                                                                       DAVID HOPE

At the Northern Group meeting in November five members gave presentations. David Whitworth showed Debt
Collection envelopes from 1875 to 1972, including a variety of different envelopes used over that time and the
change of rates. Two envelopes showed imprinted stamps while another showed a fine razor blade cancel of
Geneva. David Hope showed the Zodiac definitives of 1982-86 and their postal usage. David Colman displayed a
variety of  items, including a cover addressed to Karl  Bickel,  a Sitting Helvetia on cover,  perfins on the small
landscape issue, Zeppelin airmails and Pro Juventute and Pro Patria on cover. Tony Hoyle presented a selection
from his Jungfrau collection using postcards, photos, postal stationery postcards and postmarks. Finally Norton
Wragg showed a selection of covers from the collection of our late member Gordon Bromberger, concentrating on
Pro Juventute and Pro Patria issues.
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'WAR AND PEACE'                                                                                                                                                 JOHN BARRETT

If you are trying to capture the attention of non-Swiss collectors, I find that you can usually succeed by introducing
them to the fascinating world of Soldier Stamps. An example of how they might be presented was sent to me
recently by our member in the United States, John Barrett. His 16 page display 'War and Peace as seen through
the Swiss Soldier Stamps of World Wars l and ll' was exhibited last summer at the Gulf Coast Stamp Club's show in
New Orleans and later as a single-frame exhibit at the American P. S. StampShow in Portland, Oregon (silver
bronze award) - Editor. Sample extracts from the display are shown below:  

                                                 Fig. 1                                                                                         Fig. 2
Introduction
When it comes to matters of war and peace most countries can have only one or the other at any given time.
Switzerland is one of the few countries where it is not that way. Being a “neutral country”, war is just not an
option in their minds. They do have the advantage of a terrain that would be very difficult to to invade – even the
Nazis didn't try it. However they need to have a military force, whether they really want one or not, if they are to
defend themselves in case of an attack and stay free.  All male citizens who are physically and mentally fit are
required to serve in the military. Females can join voluntarily. The soldiers, except for periodic training, mostly stay
at home when they are not mobilised, but can be called to active duty on extremely short notice.   

The general mobilisations of the Army during the two World Wars took thousands of Swiss soldiers from their
homes and away from their families, where many of them were depended on for family support. Military pay was
very low and usually could not support their families. It was just a small help that soldiers' mail was not charged
any postage by the military post offices, through the regular Swiss mail system – see cover in Fig. 1 above. When
the troops were called up to active duty their units started issuing souvenir stamps to give to them. Soon it
became a practice for soldiers to use them on their mail like postage stamps - see cover in Fig. 2. It was not
demanded but it was an idea that caught on and spread. Without them their mail was still sent free, but they liked
this idea.

World War I Soldier Stamps
In all,  eleven Army units  issued Soldier Stamps during World War I  – see examples in Fig.  3.  Besides getting
interested  in  them aesthetically,  the  philatelic  community  found interest  in  “errors”  such  as  they  had  been
collecting for decades on postage stamps. As an example, Fig. 4 shows a block with an extra line of perforations. 

                                                         Fig. 3                                                                                                   Fig. 4
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 World War II 
During WWII mobilisation (1939 – 1945) rather large quantities of soldier stamps were issued and the soldiers
relief fund prospered from them. During World War II there were many more units issuing stamps than there were
during the First World War mobilistation - 38 units in all. The philatelists watched closely for things they could
collect and a lot was found, including many items that were aimed towards them – imperforates, proof copies,
tête-bêche  pairs  and  blocks,  se-tenant  issues,  souvenir  sheets,  unusual  shapes,  and  more.  Many  errors  in
production also occurred. Some of them are shown in the pages below:
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Soldier Stamps on Cover
The display concluded with a selection of military covers. Since he last exhibited, John has been seeking items to
upgrade his material and was recently pleased to acquire a large group of World War I and II cards and covers with
appropriate military cancels and Soldier Stamps. Below are some examples from his current collection:

                                  WWII Official military postcard                                                               Mourning cover (black surrounds)

                                             Official military cover                                                    Cover illegally sent through ordinary post
                                                                                                                                                  (example of normal feldpost cancels below) 

Reference  publication  for  the  display  –  the  2-volume  catalogue  'Die  Soldatenmarken  der  Schweiz  1914/18,
1939/45' by H. Sulser (1977 edition).
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REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN GROUP'S MEETING IN OCTOBER                                                         RICHARD DONITHORN

                                                               Fig. 1                                                                                                                     Fig. 2

           Fig. 3 Chocolat Cima S.A. Dangio. Marques: Cima- Norma.                                  Fig. 4 Chocolat Léman, Geneva advert 
The Southern Group has a core of over 20 members who between them are able to muster/guarantee a healthy
attendance level  at each of their  3 meetings per year. Despite some regulars being called away, the 12 who
assembled at the 'The Three Crowns' last month brought along a wealth of interesting material to entertain us.
Bob Medland assumed the role of master of ceremonies and Don Symonds gave the vote of thanks. The main
speaker was our Vice Chairman, Eric Lienhard who displayed 220 sheets from his collection of over 1,400 items on
the subject of  'The Philatelic World of Chocolate'. Accumulated over the last 20 years, the bulk of his publicity
cards and labels were obtained by combing dealers' tables and, increasingly, the lists of Delcampe, etc. Most of
the cards were in sets of 20 or less, but some were very long. He often finds he has to track down three or four
elusive  cards  to  complete  a  set.  “Perseverence”  is  the  essential  character-trait  required.  The  quest  is  made
infinitely more difficult by the lack of a suitable catalogue. Eric has found that there is a very wide variation in
different dealers' prices and auction houses' estimates, so he has set himself a “sensible limit” of £3 per item. 

A large number of manufacturers produced cards*, so the range of material available for modern-day collectors is
potentially vast. The earliest card shown was from 1893. Their heyday was probably during the “golden age” of
the picture postcard from 1898 up to the beginning of the First World War. The quality of the printing, calligraphy,
artwork and photographic images was generally very high, most of the pictures being in colour. Some of the hand-
painted and pencil-drawn pictures were exceptional (examples Figs. 1 and 2 above). The printers' names usually
appear on the cards, but unfortunately identifying the names of the individual artists/photographers is often
difficult to determine. 

Some were used by the firm for its own correspondence with their agents, suppliers and customers, but the
majority were distributed to their agents (sometimes abroad) to promote their products. Most cards were issued
in numbered sets, suggesting that the firms hoped - and probably succeeded in - creating a “collecting craze”
among the public.

Notable postcard sets:
• Suchard – very early coloured card sets of 12, one set showing various musical scores.
• Cailler – various sets of approximately 30 cards showing views of Switzerland as coloured photographs,

hand-painted  illustrations  and  the  rarer  black  and  white  pencil  drawings  –  including  early
mountaineers, tranquil and majestic alpine scenes.
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• Kohler – 1890s embossed cards with illustrations of monuments – one for each of 24 cantons with
matching coloured labels  – rare. Particularly attractive complete sets showing paintings of flowers.
Artists included Peter Paul Aüller and E. L. Plassi. 

• Gala Peter – set of black and white line drawings of dramatic views of houses, cattle,  chapel,  etc.
perched on the edge of an alp.

Other items:
• rare early chocolate wrappers; firm's luggage label; firms' dining room menu cards.
• postal stationery cards with firm's “letter-head” - Suchard and the only known Séchaud card of this

type. There is a catalogue of the Suchard stationery published by the SGSSV.  
• promotional/advertising labels (gummed) – some produced for distribution at exhibitions e.g. Lindt

and Kohler labels for the 1898 Swiss National Exhibition. Also a very long set of 288 coloured labels by
Tobler split into 12 subjects e.g. 'Development of Flying Machines' (published c1900). 

• postcards  showing various  chocolate firms'  headquarters  offices,  factories  or  adverts  on buildings,
trams, buses, etc. (see Figs. 3 and 4).

Other Displays shown in the Afternoon Session
Norton Wragg was a welcome visitor fron “the North” and displayed material on two subjects new to Salisbury:
Nachnahme Service – The P.T.T.'s money collection service was introduced in the 1850s. It still operates today, but
the high charges inhibit its use for collecting small amounts. Norton is particularly interested in the stamps with
denominations that were primarily intended for Nachnahme use e.g. 15c yellow, embossed Sitting Helvetia; 12c
blue Cross and Numeral (10c postage, 2c collection fee); other Sitting and Standing Helvetia high values. Uses of
the Nachnahme service was virtually infinite and Norton displayed covers used for collecting money for home
insurance, hospital insurance and for payment in lieu of undertaking fire service duty for the commune. Other
interesting items included examples of the use of a black/brown 'N' in a triangle denoting Nachnahme  on covers
– originally on a gummed label and later printed on an envelope; less common use of the service to retrieve
money from overseas;  examples of  bulk  mailing and use of  company FRAMA labels. The oldest  cover was a
wrapper posted on the 26th July 1859 in Lausanne to Romainmoutier relating to the payment of an advertising fee.
Ticino (Lake Lugano) – thematic postcard display, some with unusual postmarks – Morcote, Monte Generoso. A
fascinating item related to the Tipographica Helvetica  printing works  in Capolago,  Switzerland.  This  company
helped in the preperation of propoganda for groups supporting unification across the border in Italy. It was closed
down in 1853 by the Swiss authorities, but a monument to celebrate the 50 th anniversary of Italian Unification
was later erected in Capolago (shown on another card).

Marc Burgess – Recent Acquisitions, including:
• World War I censored mail, including a mourning cover sent from South Africa to Prangins Castle near

Nyon on 21st September 1917 – South African censor 99 in English (although the censor himself was an
Afrikaan) – it arrived in Nyon on 12th November 1917. At the time the castle was being used as a school
by the Protestant church – the recipient of the cover was probably a teacher at the school.

• A cover sent from a dental surgeon in Geneva to Cardiff in 1897. The contents of the letter concerned
his family affairs.

• A large entire sent from Basle to Antwerp in 1633 – dense text in two different hands, like the language
and script very difficult to decipher – Marc sees it as an exciting challenge ahead.

Derrick Slate – The Early Years - Starting with a copy of the Penny Black with re-entries and a reproduction corner-
block of 10 followed with forgeries of Swiss Classics including Zürich 4s and 6s, Geneva and other Cantonals. 5
facsimiles on a souvenir envelope.  Castle Chillon thematic collection of postcards – including views of internal
courtyards, staircases, dungeons, rooms and prison cells.  Suchard 10c postal stationery cards – rare Nachnahme
(cash on delivery) 1905 and 1908 with unpaid labels. Trial Prints – complete sheet of 010 'Hermes' imperf block of
20 (all the perforated Hermes are in sheets of 25). Gutter horizontal and vertical pairs, some imperforated, of
'Lake Geneva landscape'. A new "discovery" - 'Centenary of Courvoisier' on chalky granite paper with red and blue
fibres, originally known with brown and green fibres. (More displays to follow)

*including: Ackers,  Brandt, Cailler (of Gruyère),  Churchod, Cima, Croisier, Frey, Gala Peter,  Grison, Hildebrand, Klaus (Le Locle),  Köhler
(Lausanne), Leman, Lindt Sprungli, Lucerna, Lugano, Maestrani, Nestlè (Vevey), Ribet (Lausanne), Séchaud (Montreux), Suchard, Toblerone,
Villars and Zürcher (Villars).
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HELP REQUIRED ON DEBT COLLECTION ENVELOPES                                                                            DAVID WHITWORTH

I  have  been  collecting  these  somewhat
undervalued items of postal history for a while
(118 so far) and followed up Werner Gattiker's
article on the subject in the March 2010 edition
of  the  Newsletter  with  two  of  my  own  in
December 2012/January 2013 and June 2016.
The  illustration  above  shows  an  interesting
example.  It  is  of  a  registered  debt  collection
envelope  posted  by  the  Commune  of  St.
Maurice, addressed locally, for the collection of
Fr.13.80. Posted in a bulk lot of covers which
would have been paid  for  in  the Post  Office,
where it  received the circular  date  stamp ST.
MAURICE (VALAISE)  20.  III  37-18 P.P.  (postage
prepaid).  Posted  at  the  weekend,  the  arrival
cancel is dated 20 III 37-17. (The time had not
been changed)  It  was presented for  payment
on 22 III-37. Stamped Impayé, it was cancelled
again in the St- Maurice Post Office on 29. III.
37. and returned. The print run is P 1550. – I.
34. – Format C6 (162 x 114).

Information on this rather “Cinderella” subject
is  difficult  to  come  by.  There  is  one  page  in
ZACK, No. 84 which gives a short account about
the envelopes. Werner has provided me with a
lot  of  information  and  it  occurs  to  me  that
there  are  probably  many  ex-PTT  employees

who are still living in Switzerland who would know about their use. 

To assist me, I wonder if any members could point me in the right direction for information or, preferably, directly
answer some of my queries. The main questions I would like answered are straight forward. If they seem simple or
obvious I can only apologise for any trouble caused. They are:
• The first envelopes issued in 1875 were probably available at all Post Offices, since they had an imprinted

value of 50c. From January 1898 the envelopes required stamps. The rate initially was 30c. for a National
letter. Where were the envelopes available?

• Zack indicates that their use was discontinued on 31st December 1972. The latest use of these envelopes
which I have is 2nd September 1971. Could they still be found in a Post Office in 1972?

• Was there a price on the envelopes? They would only be used by businesses, so I would imagine that they
had to be purchased, perhaps in bulk.

• Most of the envelopes I have seen were returned unpaid to the sender. The date stamps and remarks on
the reverse of the envelopes confirm this in most cases. I suspect that the envelopes were retained by the
business until the debt was paid. Many have staple marks in them - this would explain why they are not
rare. At least one hundred can be bought today on the internet. What happened to the envelopes where a
payment was made?

• Were they ever simply used as envelopes to remind a debtor of the amount unpaid? I have many that
seem to have the normal Swiss postage rate for the time applied with stamps. An example from a “A
Lienhard”  in  Degersheim,  addressed to  Lichtensteig,  dated 25 th February  1972  is  franked at  80c.  (the
national letter rate was 30c). There is no Registration number or label, and although the front bears the
legend  'mit  Betreibung',  the  reverse  is  completely  blank.  At  the  time  (according  to  ZACK)  a  simple
collection fee was 50c, however this was also the Registration fee. Perhaps my example is philatelic?

I feel that this is probably as many questions I can ask at the moment, although I can think of many more. I
recollect asking some time ago in Switzerland about the envelopes, only to receive the reply “we don't bother
with them!”. If you have any answers please send them to my e-mail address – d.whitworth@talktalk.net I will be
delighted to receive them.              
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NEWS FROM SWISS POST                                                                                                                                                  EDITOR

Swiss Post have explained the reduction in the number of Pro Juventute and Pro Patria stamps to be issued in
future  as  follows:  “Changes  to  the  Swiss  Postal  Act  mean  that  it  is  now  possible  for  social  and  cultural
organisations  other  than  Pro  Juventute  and  Pro  Patria  to  submit  an  application  for  a  special  stamp  with  a
surcharge. To keep the number of such surcharge stamps issued each year within manageable limits, especially for
subscribers and collectors, after consulting the two foundations Swiss Post has reduced the number of stamps to
two per year for each foundation.” (ref. 'Focus on Stamps' 4/2016)

Those members interested in Swiss Castles and Medieval Architecture will be pleased to know that in 2017 both
the Pro Patria Foundation's charity stamps and the Europa stamps have the theme “Castles”. The two Pro Patria's
will feature Visconti Castle in Locarno and Oberhofen Castle in Canton Bern. Europa stamp details are awaited.

Above is the latest set of Christmas stamps from Swiss Post. They contain a message to collectors which can be
accessed by scanning them with a smartphone!  For rail  enthusiasts,  in  March 2017 Swiss Post will  issue two
special stamps to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Schilthorn-Piz Gloria cable car; and in May, a maxi-
card featuring the Brienz Rothorn steam railway. Ten more definitive stamps featuring small and medium-sized
stations run by various railway companies will be issued over the next two years, “paying homage to the densest
railway network in the world”. For further details visit their  Postshop website - postshop.ch. Swiss Post's postal
address is POST CH AG, Postellen und Verkauf, Retaillogistik, Ostermundigenstrasse 91, 3030 Bern, Schweiz and
their email address is stamps@swisspost.c  h

The Society is grateful to Swiss Post for enabling it to reproduce illustrations of their products.

FORTHCOMING SOCIETY EVENTS                                                                                              NEVILLE NELDER, SECRETARY

Annual  National  Meeting  2017:  A  Reminder -  The  Society’s  Annual
National  Meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Stonehouse  Court  Hotel,
Gloucestershire  (illustration)  http://www.stonehousecourt.co.uk on  1st

and 2nd April 2017. Full details and a booking form will be in our January
Newsletter. There will be lots of good and instructive displays, and the
opportunity to talk with others in a relaxed atmosphere. Don't miss out -
put it in your diary.
Annual General Meeting - Any member who wishes to have a resolution

considered at the Annual General Meeting on the 2nd April should  notify that intention to the Secretary by 15  th

January and be prepared to submit a formal resolution by the 15th February. 
Northern Group - The next meetings are on Saturday 4th March 2017 – 'Chairman's Presentation' and Saturday
25th March 2017 (new date) – Group AGM and 'Members' Choice/New Acquisitions'. All meetings take place at
Corporation Mill, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire commencing at 2.00pm. Details from David Hope Tel. 0161 3030091.
Southern Group –  The next meetings are on: Saturday 18 th March 2017: 'Swiss TPOs' by Philip Vaughan, 3rd June:
'Censored Mail'  by  Alison  Kilpatrick  and  7th October:  suggestions,  please!  Additional  short  displays  from the
members present are welcomed. All meetings run from 10.30am to approx. 4.00pm at 'The Three Crowns' P.H. at
Whaddon, Wilts. Further information is available on the Society Website or from Werner Gattiker – website -
werner@swisstamps.co.uk – Tel. 01273 845 501.

             Werner  Gattiker 
For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
• Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.

• "Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
           cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

•   Liechtenstein also available.
       Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 -  werner@swisstamps.co.uk

mailto:werner@swisstamps.co.uk
http://www.stonehousecourt.co.uk/
mailto:stamps@swisspost.ch
mailto:stamps@swisspost.ch
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FERNEY OR FERNEX?                                                                                                                                            FRED HOADLEY

In 1843, the French exchange office at Ferney introduced a double-ring canceller inscribed
SUISSE 1 FERNEX 1 (Fig.1) for use as a marque d’entrée (entry mark). Applied in red ink this
mark was struck on mail originating from the cantons of Berne, Geneva and Vaud. Cancellers
of this format, with the numeral indicating: 1 (local distribution); 2 (route via Lyon); 3 or 4
(route via Paris) continued to be used throughout the 1840s and 1850s. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Fig. 1

What intrigues me is why the French postal authorities decided to release these cancellers with the place-name
spelt FERNEX? 

The town was first recorded in 14th century Burgundian registers as FERNEX, but in the late 18th century Voltaire
had the name changed to FERNEY due to the numerous villages and towns in the region with names ending in "x",
such as Gex, Maconnex, Ornex, Saconnex and Versonnex. 

In  his  handbook,  'Marques  de  Passage  1661-1875',  James  Van  der  Linden  illustrates  all  the  French  marque
d’entrée used at Ferney, and, with the exception of the rare double-framed SUISSE /PAR /FERNEX handstamp
(Fig.3) all other handstamps show the place-name spelt as FERNEY (Figs.2 & 4).

If  any  members  have  the  answer  to  this  query  perhaps  they  would  like  to  email  me  at
fred.hoadley@btinternet.com and I will arrange for the results to be published in a future Newsletter. 

References: 'Marques de Passage 1661-1875' by James Van der Linden; 'Auslandpostverkehr Schweiz Frankreich
Stempel- und Briefbewertungskatalog, Anhang Periode 1798 bis 1850' by Richard Schafer.

NEW MEMBER - The Society welcomes Iwan Roberts from Wales. We hope that he will take advantage of all the
services and events the Society has to offer you.
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