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A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU
ALL !
SWISS CHRISTMASs IN DAYS GONE BY

ERIC LIENHARD

In response to my request for postal items from the first half of the last century, Eric Lienhard has sent in an
assortment from his extensive postcard collection to share with you. No. 1 was cancelled in 1903. The other four
are undated, so it is difficult to know their age, 'though Eric assumes that Nos. 2 and 5, at least, must be pre-1950.
The captions describe the subjects as follows:
1. 'Happy Christmas' around the Tree.
2. Card of Genève la Poste – showing the Post Office building and Santa Claus in
Rue du Mont-Blanc - 'Happy Christmas'.
3. Winterthur Marktgasse, Rössitram, Chlaus – horsedrawn tram, St. Nicholas.
4. Zürich Bahnhofstrasse – Märlitram – Fairytale tram.
5. Christmas Eve in the Alpine Club Hut on the Glärnisch.
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BOB MEDLAND

As a follow-up to the article in the December 2015 edition of the Newsletter (pages 103 - 107) on Christmas
stamps, cards and other souvenirs, our Librarian Bob Medland has undertaken some research on the various
cancellations catalogues we have. This article is the result. (Editor)
Bethlehem Special Cancels
The first ‘Angel’ design for Bethlehem circular date stamp was used in 1956, also the following year (left below). A
‘Three Kings’ design was used in 1958 (centre) and a different Angel design in 1959 (right). Finally, the Little
Donkey (as shown in the previous article in the HPSN December 2015) was used in 1960.

The Bern-Bethlehem special circular date stamps started in 1978, with a Modern Church design (1978/79 – left
below), Shepherd (1980 - centre), Three Kings (1981), Jesus in Cradle (1982), Flight to Egypt (1983), Angel (1984),
Candle (1985), Shepherd & Flock (1986 - right) and Star over Stable (1987).

Oblong-shaped slogans combining Christmas with Pro-Juventute were used between 1960 and 1964 by mobile
post offices (see below). They were attached to the left of the MPOs’ special cds cancellers. I believe that the
impressions were applied mechanically. The same design was used from 1960 to 1963, then different designs
were used each year between 1964 and 1976 – see below:

From 1976 Pro Juventute cancellers went it alone and oblong ‘Zürcher Weinachtsmarkt’ cancellers were used
from 1977 to 1986 (at least) – see below:

Machine-canceller Slogans
The first Christmas-time slogan cancel was used in November 1921 (cat. no. 1.2dt – left below) - I reckon it
translates as ‘Allow time for Christmas mail’. It was issued only to Bern 1 post office in 1921, then additionally to
Basel 2, Luzern 1, St Gallen 1 and Zürich 1 in 1922 and increasingly to the busier German-speaking post offices
thereafter: Aarau, Basel 1, Bern 1, Biel (Bienne), Burgdorf, Chur, Langenthal, Luzern 2, Meiringen, Solothurn, Thun
and Winterthur. (Perhaps one or two surprise inclusions and omissions there!) It was last used in 1941. A French
equivalent (cat. no. 1.2fr – right below) came out the following year but was used for only two years by Genève 1
and Lausanne 11.
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A more attractive version with illustration (cat. no. 1.26dt – left below) came out in 1937. It was issued to
approximately double the number of German-speaking post offices including Vaduz (Liechtenstein). Again, the
French version (cat. no. 1.26fr – second from the left) followed in 1942. Later versions issued had rounded
corners. An Italian version - for some reason unframed (cat. no. 1.26it – third from the left) also came out in 1942
and was issued to just Locarno post office in the first year, thereafter to Ascona, Bellinzona, Chiasso and Lugano 1
& 3. Amazingly they all lasted until 1981 - over 40 years.

Somewhat embarrassingly the post office issued versions to Genève 1, Lausanne 1, Montreux, Sion and Vevey
post offices with the umlaut placed over the ‘o’ instead of the ‘e’ in Noël and without capitals for “Nouvel-An”
(cat. no. 1.26x – right above). Whoops! Unsurprisingly these were withdrawn after 1943 but presumably are
collectible (if somewhat unpopular in the Romande).
Sources of Information (held in the Society's Library):
• The Zumstein/Pén 1988 catalogue of Special Cancellations (library item 135). ('Sonderstempel Schweiz'
Catalogue by Zumstein)
• "Handbuch der Maschinenstempel Schweiz" (2 volumes) by G. Balimann, W. Guldens and E. Lehmann
1983 (library items 1 and 2).
n.b. G. Balimann’s 1993 catalogue of ‘K-stempel’ cancels (library item 148) doesn’t seem to list special event
cancellers such as Christmas.
The illustrations are scans from the Zumstein/Pén 1988 catalogue of Special Cancellations. The Society is grateful to Zumsteins for
enabling it to publish them in the Newsletter.

RHÔNE PHILATÉLIE
Congratulations to the Association of Philatelic Societies of the Valais and Haut Léman for the publication of the
celebratory 150th bumper, 48-page edition of their quarterly magazine 'Rhône Philatélie'. It is the only Frenchlanguage (only) philatelic journal published in Switzerland. The special edition is packed with interesting news
from their 26 member societies and several articles written by their members. There is a six page history of the
Association and descriptions of special covers or cards chosen by each of their societies. Other articles include:
'Correspondence between Switzerland and Africa', 'The Paris Universal Exhibition 1900' and 'Celebrating Swiss
Stamp Day since 1937'. As usual, a high-quality, full-colour glossy production, no doubt helped by financial
support from all its member societies and the 25 plus advertisers it has managed to attract. A copy is available to
read in our Society's Library, along with several back-numbers.
THE SOCIETY'S ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING 2016 - A booking form for this event is enclosed with/attached to
this Newsletter. Also, please don't forget to send back your membership renewable form and cheque for the
2016/17 season (ref. the attachment to your last Newsletter) if you haven’t already done so.
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JOHN BARRETT

Our member from the USA, John Barrett, thought you would like to see his display/collection of these stamps. They
are not illustrated in my 2013 edition of Zumstein's standard catalogue so, if you do not collect them, for some of
you this is a rare opportunity to see the 'full set' in all their glory for the first time. Illustrations of his stamps and
the information on the display sheets are set out below (n.b. not all are 'actual size'):
In 1913 the Swiss Federal Railroad, in German the 'Schweiz. Bundesbahn' (SBB), reorganised its freight service and
subsequently required prepayment of all fees. Each shipment's 'frachtbrief' (bill of lading) detailed all the required
fees, and the appropriate 'Eisenbahnmarken' (railway stamps) were pasted to it and 'immediately cancelled'. Most
of these stamps were not kept for collectors!
They were first issued in 1913 (the designer is unknown), with 5 subsequent issues, the last being in 1959. Further
information appears below the pictures of each issue. It is rare for these beautiful specialised stamps to appear at
stamp exhibitions or in articles in philatelic journals. Hopefully this is not the last time!

1st Issue (1913-14) Printed by the Bern firm of Neukomm and Zimmermann, typographed in 2-colours on thick
porous paper, rouletted, no watermark, in 10 x 10 sheets. Issue numbers were 500K to 2,500K.

2nd Issue (1915-19) Printed by the same firm, but on very THIN paper. Rouletted with distinctive 'winged-wheel'
watermark. Due to severe damage of the stamps during separation, a portion of the issue was 'over perfed' at
11.5 (line-type). The 90, 100, 200 and 300 Rp. were done in this manner. 'Two perfs in one'! These were so disliked
that a total of 6.95 million were destroyed when the next issue appeared.
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3rd Issue (1920-31) Printing (typography) done by the Swiss Federal Mint at Bern on 'laid' (vertical grooved) white
paper, with the 'impressed' winged-wheel' watermark. Perfed 11.75. Issue numbers were 400K (the 2Fr.) to
6,950K (200Rp). The 30 and 50 Fr values were used at the larger offices for billing purposes only and were
withdrawn in August 1931.

4th Issue (1932) Federal Mint printing (typography) on 'chalky' granite (containing blue and red fibers) paper
without watermark. Perfed 11.75. Issue numbers were 200K (10, 30 Rp) to 800K (60Rp).
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Smooth Chalky paper (7 printings 500K to 2,600K each value total)

Grilled chalky paper (5 printings 500K to 1500K each value total)
Above 5th Issue (1940 – 50) Typographed. Federal Mint two types of the 'granite' paper (above), watermarked
large Swiss cross (see diagram). Perfed 11.75. Below 6th Issue (1948 – 59) - description at the top of next page.
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6th Issue (1948 – 59) Typographed at the Federal Mint on the granite chalky paper, without watermark, perfed
11.75. Issue numbers were 504K (70Rp) to 2440K (1 and 2Fr). All Railroad stamps became invalid on 31 st May 1960
due to SBB overall freight changes and lack of use. By this time the 'Swiss Post-bus' was carrying 95% of all internal
parcels and packages.
Other items in the Collection

Above - Some cancelled examples of Railroad stamps cut from 'frachtbriefen' (bills of lading).

Above - Colour and Font Trials - 1928 Issue 30 Fr (Zumstein 44) imperf colour trial, in chestnut, green underprint,
part sheet of 20 stamps of which 16 have figures of value in several different styles and colours and 4 with value
missing. Unaccepted colour and value figures.

Above - 'Specimen' block 001 - 1948 – 59 (not 1920??)
Issue 500c grey (Zumstein 42) imperf block of 4
unmounted print, all overprinted 'Specimen'. Accepted for
5th Issue. Right - Freight Bill - Full-sized 'frachtbrief' (freight
letter or bill of lading). Cousset (Fribourg) to Bern 001.
Three days transport time.
Mint examples of some of the First issue and all of the
Third issue command relatively high prices. Look out, in
particular, for Z4, Z7, Z8 and the rarest of them all, the 2
Fr. of 1931 (Z46). Presumably, the stocks of the 200c stamp
(Z46) ran out, and the opportunity was taken, when
printing fresh supplies, to bring the representation of the
value in line with the 10Fr., 30 Fr. and 50 Fr. stamps
(Editor).
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LET'S CELEBRATE GIACOMETTI !

RICHARD DONITHORN

The internationally renowned artist Alberto Giacometti (1901-1966) was born in Borgonovo
ob Stampa (Graubunden) and moved to Paris in 1926. There he set up his studio in an
apartment on Rue Hippolyte Maindron in the 14 th Arrondissement. The tiny studio,
measuring 25 square metres, remained his place of work for the rest of his life, except for
the three years he spent in his native Switzerland during World War II. The 'Fondation
Alberto et Annette Giacometti' owns the largest collection of the artist's work – about 250
sculptures, 90 paintings and thousands of drawings and photographs. It recently set up the
new Institut Giacometti, a research centre and exhibition space also located in the 14 th
Arondissement. It contains an exact replica of his studio as he left it in January 1966 and will
Fig. 1 open to the public in 2016, the 50 th Anniversary of the artist's death. In Britain a display of Giacometti's
portraits can currently be seen at the National Portrait Gallery until 16 th January 2016 (entry by ticket - £15) and a
major retrospective of his work at Tate Modern is planned for 2017.
I visited the beautiful 'Fondation Marguerite and Aimé Maeght' Gallery north of Nice earlier this year hoping to
see Giacometti's sculpture 'Le Chien' in the 'Giacometti Courtyard', which was created specifically by the Gallery's
founders to exhibit the large collection of his works in their possession. Unfortunately it was not on display, so I
still have to make do with its depiction on a French stamp in 1985 from their 'Art' series.
Some of Alberto Giacometti's works can be seen in the Kunsthaus in
Zürich and Winterthur, the Fondation Beyeler in Riehen, near Basel, and
other smaller galleries in Switzerland. His works seem to be figuring
highly in recent auctions of the International Art Market – his sculpture
'Walking Man' sold for $104.3M in 2010 and 'Chariot' sold at Sotheby's
New York for $101M in 2014. Another large sculpture came up for
auction at Christie's New York in 2015, but being "slightly out of my
league" I'm afraid I haven't been notified of the result!

Fig. 2

Switzerland has featured Alberto Giacometti on only two stamps – his face appears on one of the Portrait series
stamps (Z511 - Fig. 1) designed by Hans Erni and on the current Sfr.100 banknote designed by Jorg Zintzmeyer
which was reproduced on the stamp commemorating the Centenary of the Swiss National Bank (Z1221- Fig. 2).
Perhaps Swiss Post will come up with another stamp to celebrate one of their "greatest sons" during the 50 th
Anniversary of his Death – ideally showing at least one of his works!

Fig. 3

Fig. 4

Fig. 5

Liechtenstein's stamp issue for the 700 th Anniversary of the Swiss Confederation features paintings by his father
Giovanni Giacometti (1868-1933) - 'Bei Maloja' (Z958 - Fig. 3) and Giovanni's cousin Augusto Giacometti (18771947) – 'Bergell' (Z960 - Fig. 4). Another of Giovanni's paintings 'Bridge in the Sun' appears on a Swiss Pro Patria
stamp (PP211 - Fig. 5). Among Augusto's many famous works are the stained glass windows he designed for the
Grossmünster in Zürich (the cathedral is featured, for example, on the following stamps - Z360, Z1013, ZWIII63
and Surtax stamp 60), the Fraumünster (ZWIII60) also in Zürich, the Stadtkirche in Winterthur and the village
church of Zuoz.
The Society is grateful to Swiss Post and Post Liechtenstein for allowing the use of the illustrations of its products.

OUR NEW MEMBER – ,the first for quite some time, is George Henshilwood from Scotland. He is interested in
many aspects of Swiss philately and, in particular, the period 1900 – 1960 and Pro Juventute & Pro Patria items.
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RICHARD T. HALL C.Ph.H.

Acknowledgement: This article was first published in the November 2015 edition of
the American Helvetia Philatelic Society's journal 'Tell' and is reprinted here with
the gracious permission of the AHPS and the Author.
Most collectors of Swiss stamps are familiar with the descriptive tabs attached to
Pro Juventute (1943 to 1977, 1982, 2002) and Pro Patria (1952 to 1977, except
1957 and 1963) stamps (Fig. 1). These are listed in the SBK catalogue, which also
lists the tabs on Pro Patria stamps (1938-68) naming the beneficiary of the
surcharge. But many collectors are unaware that beginning in 2004, nearly all Swiss Fig. 1. Marginal markings on Pro
stamps now include descriptive tabs. To quote from 'Focus on Stamps', Issue Juventute and Pro Patria stamps
3/2004 (explanatory comments added in brackets):
“New Sheet Margin Designs - To make it easier for our customers to keep track of things, we have standardised
and supplemented the information in the sheet margin. Some of the changes were included in the March issue
[«Titeuf» Zumstein 1112-15], and from the May issue [Europa Zumstein 1122 and later issues] they will all be
standard. Here are some explanations with regard to the individual inscriptions:
A [top sheet margin] Name of the stamp issue with theme (in at least 4 languages)
B [upper right margin corner] Year of issue
C [right margin] Remaining sheet value (for post office sales staff)
D [lower right margin corner] “Swiss Post” logo (official issuer of the postage stamps)
E [bottom margin] Name of individual stamps
F [lower left margin corner] EDP number for post offices [item number]
G [left margin] Additional information as needed.
This margin design applies only to sheets of 20 and 16 stamps, but not to small sheets and business sheets or
special blocks.”
An example of the tabs on the top and bottom rows of a full sheet of stamps is shown in Fig. 2 below. German,
French, Italian, and English are the standard languages used. I wrote to the Swiss Post asking why Romansh was
not included (even when the sheet was five across and there was space for it). The answer was: “Romansh is only
spoken by a very small section of the population... Philately at Swiss Post has an international customer base
which is why the global language, English, can also be found on the sheet margin. One notable exception is the

Fig. 2. Top and bottom marginal markings on the 2006 Day of the Stamp issue
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‘100 Years of the Swiss National Park” set of stamps (2014, Zumstein 1496-1498 – see Fig. 3 below) which are
directly linked to Graubünden. In this case, only the three relevant national languages, German, Italian and
Romansh, are to be found on the sheet margin.”

Fig. 3. Marginal markings on the National Park sheet

I have compiled a table of all Swiss stamps issued since 2004 that have descriptive text in the margins. An extract
from the table is shown below. The complete table can be found on the AHPS's Website, www.swiss-stamps.org,
as a pdf file which you can download. For those of you who don’t have access to a computer, I can send you a
copy for $10 US postpaid to Europe (Contact details from the Website or from the HPS's Editor).
There is one special case – that is the 2013 issue for the 50th anniversary of the Civil Defense organization
(Zumstein 1453). The coats of arms of the 26 cantons are arranged around the sheet margin in addition to the
descriptive wording. There is a special page in the table for this stamp.
Issue
'Diddl'

Value Zum. No. Margin
70c
1101

Day of the
Stamp

70c

1103

FIFA
Centennial

100c

1110

top

German
French
Italian
Romansh
English
Other
Sondermarken Timbre-poste
Francobolli speciali Marcas spezialis
'Diddl'
speciaux
'Diddl'
'Diddl'
'Diddl'
Sondermarken Timbre-poste Francobollo speciale
Special stamp
Tag der briefmarke special Journee
Giornata del
Stamp Day
du timbre-poste
francobollo
Sondermarke
Timbre-poste Francobollo speciale
Special stamp
100 Jahre FIFA special 100 ans
Centenario FIFA
100 Years of FIFA
de la FIFA

I will update the table periodically as new issues appear, probably on an annual basis. If you have questions or
comments, drop me a line. (Thanks to Swiss Post for allowing the use of the illustrations of its products.)
REGIONAL MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY
The Southern Group – The next meeting will be on Saturday 27th February 2016 starting at 10am for coffee and a
chat, with business getting under way at 10.30am and lasting until about 4pm. This will be a Peter Vonwiller
Memorial meeting with Werner presenting two parts of Peter's collection: 'Bodensee Shipping and Ship Mail' and
'WW II Soldier Mail and Stamps'. The afternoon session will be, as usual, a potpourri of members' short displays.
The new dates for the Summer and Autumn meetings are 25th June and 15th October. "The Three Crowns" at
Whaddon, just off the A36, about 3 - 4 miles south of Salisbury (postcode SP5 3HB) is now our permanent venue.
Further information is available on the Society's Website or from Werner Gattiker werner@swisstamps.co.uk, Tel.
01273 845501.
The Northern Group – The next meetings are on Saturday 5th March 2016 – Chairman's Presentation and on
Saturday 2nd April 2016 - Members' Choice/New Acquisitions. All meetings take place at Corporation Mill, Sowerby
Bridge, Yorkshire commencing at 2.00pm. Further details from David Hope Tel. 0161 3030091.

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

•
Liechtenstein also available.
Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 - werner@swisstamps
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this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Society. Goods and services advertised are provided for the benefit of members
and the Society cannot accept any responsibility for subsequent transactions between buyers and sellers.
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Printed by the Design and Digital Printcentre, Chichester GB

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY'S ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING 2016
THE PROGRAMME FOR SATURDAY
10.00 a.m. Coffee followed by Welcome - Chairman David Hope
10 30 a.m. The 'Heinz Katcher Memorial Display':
Alan Green – ‘The Helvetic Republic’, ‘Internment’ and ’Adelboden’
12 30 p.m. Buffet Lunch
13 45 p.m. Cup Competitions
15 15 p.m. Break for refreshments
15 45 p.m. Auction
19 00 p.m. Society Dinner
THE PROGRAMME FOR SUNDAY
10 00 a.m. Annual General Meeting
10 45 a.m. Break for refreshments
11 15 a.m. Displays by David Colman and David Hope: ‘Officials’ and ‘Genève Offices’
12 45 p.m. Buffet Lunch
13 30 p.m. Members' Displays
15 30 p.m. Close of meeting
Throughout the two days Werner Gattiker (Swiss Stamps) will have a large selection of his stock for
sale.
Cup Competition Rules – Full details will be published in a forthcoming newsletter (before the
meeting!).
Auction - If you have items to sell at the auction please bring a duplicate list of your lots indicating, if required,
reserve prices.

