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A 1948 OFFICIAL COVER WITH MACHINE LABELS                                                                                           BOB MEDLAND

This somewhat scruffy cover is a recent, intriguing acquisition that could be pigeon-holed under Official, Mixed
Franking, Postage Due - or even Postal Stationery. It was sent by the military anti-aircraft defence department (for
want of a better description) and this is the first part of the intrigue: why should such an organisation be writing
to a Nestlé employee in South Africa? 

The cover was posted with just a 40c official overprint stamp for the basic foreign letter rate and was cancelled
with the cds BERN 1 BRIEFVERSAND 6/9/1948 at 20:00. However, clearly the item weighed over the basic weight-
tier of 20 grams. The envelope is of heavy brown paper, measures 8½ x 5¼ inches and the crease marks around its
edges indicate that it contained a booklet or something similar. For each additional 20g a further 25c postage was
required so it  probably  weighed 60-80g  requiring  a  total  1f15 postage.  Having  been  posted  with  a  franking
shortfall the item didn’t get very far: someone in the post office must have noticed a deficiency and somewhere
two 40c Hasler labels were added, then cancelled with a different Bern 1 canceller at 24:00 (note the different
positioning of the lower halves in the two cancels). But the total franking was 1f20 which isn’t consistent with the
letter rates so what was going on?

The label design includes the text ‘POSTAMT BERN 3’ at the bottom and it is listed in the Ganzsachen catalogue
(section 15) as Type D-1. The franking machine that produced it was located at Bern 3 Bundeshaus post office and
was used for outgoing mail of government departments not entitled to free postage (which was most) or where
additional franking was required, as in this case. Apparently such labels are scarce. 

So what exactly happened? Did the sharp-eyed postal clerk have standing instructions to return under-franked
official mail for topping-up the shortfall? If so, why was it then over-franked? Perhaps the outward section of Bern
1 post office held a stock of these labels - all of single value (40c) - for use out of normal business hours. This
might account for the over-franking, also why the labels  were cancelled at  a  different post  office from their
source. One imagines that use of the labels in such circumstances would be carefully recorded and perhaps the
offending department was sent a chit with a postage due stamp for payment. 

Any other explanations or similar examples would be welcome. Meanwhile there is a message here for postal
historians: always check every date-stamp carefully!
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A BLOCK OF FOUR FORGOTTEN BY THE CATALOGUES: THE 301RM                                          ANDR  É   MEYLAN/EDITOR

The  information  in  this  article  was  first  published  in  the  September  2015  edition  of  the  American  Helvetia
Philatelic Society's journal 'Tell' and is reprinted here with the gracious permission of the AHPS and the Author.

Further to Werner Gattiker's detailed account of
the two types of the 20c. Grimsel Dam definitive
stamp in the 'Engineering and Landscapes' issue -
ref. Good To Know! (HPSN November 2013 P. 93).
In  the  September  2015  edition  of  the  AHPS's
'Tell'  there  was a  translation and reprint  of  an
article first published in the March 2014 edition
of the 'SBZ' by André Meylan which featured the
20c.  brownish  carmine  stamp  (showing  the
Grimsel  Dam)  of  the  'Engineering  and
Landscapes'  definitive  series,  issued  on  1st

August, 1949. 

In  his  article  Monsieur  Meylan  referred to the
“third  engraving”  which  was  made  for
continuous  coils  of  stamps  intended  for
automatic vending machines (301ARM or, more
precisely,  301RM).”  He  describes  the  stamp  as
follows: “intermediary as to the diagonal lines at
the bottom of the number 20, this third type is
recognised  especially  by  the  horizontal  lines
representing  the water  to  the left  of  the rock;
they all stop at the same level, leaving a regular
white  strip  bordering  it.  These  lines  end
irregularly in the other two engravings. As to the
base of the hospice, it is also defined by a stroke.
The  stamps  were  not  printed  by  sheet  but
continuously  in  rows of  five  stamps  across  the
paper  roll  (see  illustration).  As  to  the
perforations,  it  was  often  necessary  to  make
corrections  to  the  perforating  to  correct  the
centering  of  the  design.  In  addition,  the  fifth
stamp in each row of five has a control number
of four digits preceded by a letter printed on the
back.” 

The  article  draws  attention  to  an
“incomprehensible omission i.e. the mention and
value of blocks of four of the 20c. stamp meant
for  vending  machines  are  not  listed  in  any
catalogue. For the first issue, qualified as the “Urtype” (301), these blocks, especially used ones, are a great rarity.
For the second engraving (301A), blocks of four are common. For the third, the issue in rolls (301RM), a block of
four is never mentioned, neither mint nor used, even though sheets of fifty were sold by the postal administration
(see illustration). Blocks of four with and without control numbers (depending on how the sheet is separated) can
be detached from one of these sheets. It would be logical for such blocks to be listed in the catalogues in the same
way as those of the first two engravings, since the single roll stamp is clearly listed there, often priced with and
without the control number on the back. 

A mint block of four detached from the full sheet presents no problem in catalogueing, however such is not the
case for the used block. The latter can always be “fabricated” since the 'Engineering and Landscapes' series has
unlimited validity and the stamps can still be used in frankings. By contrast, finding a cancellation within the  

Sheet of 50 stamps of the 301RM, printed on 12th August, 1959, and 
presenting a correction to the perforating at the level of the first row of 
stamps. Ten blocks of four can be detached from such a sheet … but no 
catalogue mentions such blocks!
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normal period of use, either as a single block or on cover, which would be before the issue of the new definitive
series in 1960, would be the discovery of a philatelic rarity. And for those who want still more specialisation, it is
still possible to look for blocks of four with each of the two types of control numbers, that is with small or large
letters and digits on the back. 

Perhaps in 2015, after more than half a century, the catalogues will take into consideration mint and used blocks
of four of the third engraving of the Grimsel Dam ... or then it will be only philatelists passionate for this beautiful
issue engraved in the middle of the 20th Century who will participate in the search for that block of four forgotten
by a number of collectors – and especially by the catalogues!” 

Your Editor has sought the views of Eric Lienhard and Werner Gattiker on this issue. They write:
Eric Lienhard: -  Coil  stamps are printed continuously,  five rows wide.  On every fifth horizontal  row a control
number is printed on the gum side. They are then separated into coils. Sheets of 50 stamps, with two rows of
numbers, could be purchased from the philatelic bureau. As strips of 11 stamps with 3 numbers are catalogued, I
don't know under which terms they were supplied. Control numbers seem to have been discontinued around
about 1970.  

The enlarged illustration highlights the correction perf at the top. The gap between the perfs is marginally smaller.
Sometimes it can be larger. This adjustment is used so that the stamps remain the same size, if the paper tension
varies, from the print run to the perforation run. 

My friend agrees with the author. It does make sense to catalogue blocks of 4 of coil stamps, but the publishers'
reluctance may be down to the amount of space required to list all the combinations. The main argument for is
that the post office sold them in sheets and that the stamps are still valid for postage. Apparently the 5c was also
dispensed in blocks of 4. Back in the 1970s there was a comprehensive catalogue for coil stamps by Rene Amrein. 

Werner Gattiker - If the printing batch was for philatelic sales, then sheets of 50 were taken from the continuous
roll (obviously no margins top or bottom), but if the printing batch was for coil stamps then it was rolled up – 5
stamps wide and either 1,000 or 2,000 stamps long – and then individual coils were mechanically forced apart
from this roll (not guillotined) which is why these coil stamps often have poor, irregular perforations on the short
sides. The bureau also sold complete rolls of 1,000 or 2,000 coil stamps, and it is from these that you can get strips
of 11 (or any other amount).

If any other members have a view on this issue, please send them to your Editor for onward transmission. 

THE SOCIETY'S ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING IN HARROGATE - 30  th   April/1  st   May 2016

Details  and booking form for this  event  were included with the January  Newsletter.  If  you have not already
decided to join us there is still time. Whatever your level of expertise you will be very welcome to meet up with
like minded friends in a very enjoyable and relaxing weekend of philately. The Meeting will include:

The Society's Auction - Members intending to bring lots for the auction are reminded to bring two copies of their
list of lots. One to be handed to the Auctioneer with the owner's identification on it.
The Society's Annual Competitions - for the Moore Bowl (Postal History) and the Helvetia Silver Cup (all other
subjects). Entries are to be of 16 sheets. Judging will be done by the members present at the National Meeting.
Members not attending may send photocopied entries to Mr. D. Hope, 17, Hawthorn Drive, Stalybridge, Cheshire,
SK15 1UE to reach him, at the latest, by Wednesday 27th April.
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  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY   

         Notice is hereby given that the sixty-ninth  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held on 

       Sunday 1st May 2016 at 10.00 am at the Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate, North Yorkshire 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Sunday 6th April [distributed with the newsletter 
issue for July 2015] 

3. Matters arising 

4. Chairman's Address 

5. Hon.Secretary’s Report 

6. Hon. Treasurer's Report - Statement of Accounts for the year ending 31st December 2015 

- 2016 Budget and 2017 subscriptions 

7. Appointment of Auditor 

8. Report of Packet Secretary 

9. Report of Librarian 

10. Newsletter – Editor's Report 

11. Website – Webmaster's Report 

12. The 70th Anniversary of the Society - 2016 

13. Election of Officers and Members of the Society's Committee for 2016-2017 

14. Motions and Resolutions* 

15. Any Other Business, including any matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting. 

NOMINATIONS for the election of Officers and Members of the Committee should be sent to the 
Hon. Secretary in writing to reach him not later than Saturday 2nd April 2016. The nominee must 
have agreed to his/her nomination. 

*RESOLUTIONS. Any member wishing to propose a Motion or Resolution at the Meeting must 
give notice in writing, enclosing the text, to the Hon. Secretary not less than 14 days before the date 
of the Meeting. 

Neville Nelder, Hon. Secretary 

David Hope Chairman

___________________________________________________

FORTHCOMING REGIONAL MEETINGS

The  Southern  Group –  The  new dates  for  the  Summer  and  Autumn meetings  are  25 th June  (speaker  to  be
announced) and 15th October (Eric Lienhard's 'Philatelic World of Chocolate') at "The Three Crowns" at Whaddon,
just off the A36 (about 3 - 4 miles south of Salisbury - postcode SP5 3HB) starting at 10am for coffee and a chat,
with business getting under way at 10.30am and lasting until about 4pm. Further information is available on the
Society's Website or from Werner Gattiker - werner@swisstamps.co.uk, Tel. 01273 845501.

The Northern Group – The next meetings are on Saturday 5th March 2016 – 'Chairman's Presentation' and on
Saturday  2nd April  2016  -  'Members'  Choice/New  Acquisitions'.  All  meetings  take  place  at  Corporation  Mill,
Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire commencing at 2.00pm. Further details from David Hope Tel. 0161 3030091.
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THE SWISS TAKE TO THE SKY!                                                                                                       WERNER GATTIKER/EDITOR

Werner Gattiker  has a number of  old photographs – cut-outs from “Schweizerfamilie”  magazine –  which he
thought you might like to see. They feature events and characters that evoke the spirit of the early period of Swiss
aviation. Although they are not directly related to mail-carrying, the events mentioned are listed in the Swiss
Airmail Handbook. The name of the photographer is stated, where known. I hope they are of interest to all our
readers and, in particular, provide specialist collectors of airmail material with fresh insights into the lives and
times of the early aviators and their aircraft. Detailed explanations of the seven pictures are set out below:

1911 Sept. 3rd+4th: Aviation Display Rheinfelden-Möhlin. Captain Jucker, the winner of the overland flight competition, in his
Farman  Bi-plane  flying  over  Rheinfelden.  This  event  is  mentioned  in  the  Swiss  Airmail  Handbook,  Historic  Section,  as
catalogue no. HT 329. Photo by Th. Hoffmann, Basel.

1912 April 27th+28th: Aviation Display Basel: The battle ground of the Battle at St. Jakob on the Birs serves as the airfield. The
upper photo shows aviators Kimmerling and Grandjean in the air. The lower picture captures a small part of the 10,000 crowd
on the Swiss Railways yard. Photos by Th. Hoffmann, Basel, and Max Frei, St. Gallen. Swiss Airmail Handbook HT 340.

1912 July or August: Air Show Zürich, on Wiedikon Allmend. Picture shows the youngest Swiss pilot, Heinrich Ott of Zürich in
front of a home-built monoplane with a 4-cylinder 33 HP Wright engine on the occasion of the plane’s first test-flight. Photo
by F. Wucher, Zürich. Swiss Airmail Handbook HT 346. 

             Werner  Gattiker 
For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
• Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.

• "Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
           cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

•   Liechtenstein also available.
       Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 -  werner@swisstamps.co.uk

mailto:werner@swisstamps.co.uk
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1912 June 16th and 30th: Air Show Arbon. The Aviator U. Maffei of Lugano with his Bleriot monoplane. The Aviator won the
Prize of Honour of Fr. 500.00 given by the Town of Arbon. Photo by Jean Gaberell, Thalwil. Swiss Airmail Handbook HT 343.

Left - 1913 May 14th: Swiss aviator Captain Jucker who lost his life at the Johannistal airfield of Berlin on this day. During a
collision of two aeroplanes Jucker’s machine was destroyed and he was killed instantly, while his pilot pupil was seriously
injured. The other plane’s occupants got away with relatively light injuries. Ernst Jucker was born in Zürich in 1872 and was a
popular figure on Zürich’s Dübendorf airfield until he was called to Johannistal where he was a senior flying instructor. (No
photographer mentioned)

Right - 1913 July 21st: Presentation of the Tri-plane constructed by Fritz Wullschleger and Albert Peier. The flying machine,
fitted with a 50 HP Nuremberg engine, was built in Wettingen during their spare time and is stationed for trials at Zürich’s
Dübendorf airfield. Photo by F. Ruef-Hirt, Wettingen. Swiss Airmail Handbook HT 376A.

I know that many of our members are interested in Aerophilately and several of you requested more articles on
the subject when we last undertook a questionnaire survey on the Newsletter. Very few articles on pre-1946
philately have been submitted to me over the last two years and this is the first on Aerophilately. If you want to
see more on this subject, some of you will have to dig deep into your collection and recesses of your specialist
knowledge and come up with some interesting stories for publication. Please pick up your pen or flex your typing
fingers and have a go. We're all waiting!

TWO QUERIES                                                                                                                                                        JOHN BARRETT

A Letter to Clara Barton July 1870 - I  bought this cover
(left  below) from a Texas dealer several  years ago. It  is
addressed to Clara Barton (founder of the US Red Cross)
and was sent to her in July 1870. She was vacationing at
the time.  Does anyone know if  she made contact  with
Henri  Dunant  (founder  of  the  International  Red  Cross)
during this period?

       An Unusual Cancellation - Zumstein Z22A (k)/27D 
Here is a postage due stamp I came across
(right).  I  could  do  with  some  help  in
identification.  The  cancel  is  in  Italian  -
'colico'  is  NOT  a  town.  What  does

'Ufficioswizze' mean? Is it a Canton Ticino Customs cancel ? 
Answers to your Editor please, who will pass them on to me. Thankyou.
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT 'PERFINS' ?                                                                                                                     EDITOR

Examples of Perfins (from left to right) – Huguenin frères & Co. Le Locle ; International Harvester Co. Geneva  ; Russ-Suchard & Co.
Neuchâtel  ; Porzellanfabrik, Langenthal  (Ref. Felix Ganz's catalogue – see below)

Switzerland was one of the first  countries to permit the use of  perfins.  'PERFINS' or 'PERForated INitials  and
INSignia'  or  'PERforierten INitialen oder INSignien'  were a  way of  accounting  for  and/or securing  the use of
Government Agencies, Companies, Financial Institutions and some other organisation's postage stamps - perhaps,
primarily,  to prevent their  workforce from stealing them. The Swiss Post Office Order first authorised private
companies to  use perforated markings  on stamps in  an Order dated 22nd April  1876.  The mint stamps were
supplied by the P.T.T. to the customer who punched their exclusive perfin design onto each of them with their own
'postage stamp perforator'. To make the process more efficient, the sheets were often folded before punching.
This sometimes resulted in upright, inverted, reversed and inverted reversed perfins.  

Their most widespread use was in the period 1900 – 1930.  In 1930 the introduction of commercial  franking
machines (meters) provided a more convenient postal method for many companies. Nevertheless, theoretically,
perfins can be found on every Swiss stamp issued between about 1875 and 1968 including airmails and postal
stationery items

Catalogued types/designs and initial combinations number over 600. They include: various letter sizes ; horizontal,
vertical  or diagonal  orientation (on one or two lines) ;  letters encircled in a frame or within another letter ;
inverted letters ; overlapping letters and numbers and symbols, including a variety of cross-shaped designs. 

Collectors may aim to collect an example from every company or organisation who used perfins, off or on cover
(the latter preferably with the matching full name of the perfin owner emblazoned upon it). To make the task a
little easier, they might restrict their search to perfins of companies in particular industries.  If they decide to
concentrate on one or just a few users they might make their collection more interesting by trying to find a
particular  perfin  type on different  stamps,  different  stamp denominations  and/or  over  a  sequence  of  years.
Specialists might establish how much their chosen organisation's or company's perfin design varied over time,
including changes in perforation size, letter size, or less usual, doubly outlined or incomplete designs. 

Perfins may often be difficult to spot on cover. Mint examples, hinged or unhinged, are a great rarity, primarliy
because the owners would have been unlikely to allow them to be wasted. Forgeries are a hazard for those
wishing to own examples of the rarer types e.g. some of the 'perforated cross' types produced for Government
Agencies.

There was no official P.T.T. register of perfins. In 1972 an 'Album-Catalogue of Perfins of Switzerland' by Felix Ganz,
Robert  Hürlimann and  E.J.  Enschedé was  published  by  the  U.S.  Perfins  Club.  Following  considerable  further
research, collectors can now turn to the definitive work on the subject which fills in many of the substantial gaps
in knowledge there were in the 1970s – namely 'CH Perfins' by Martin Baer 1998 – Volume 4 of the publications of
the Swiss Society of Collectors of Postal Stationery (with a detailed introduction in English). 

If this has whetted your appetite, look up the Index of previous articles on the subject in the Helvetia Philatelic
Society's Newsletter via your Society Archive CD Rom. If you have more information or interesting examples to
shed new light on the story of 'Perfins', your Editor would be delighted to hear from you.

The Society is grateful to Cheryl Ganz, wife of the late Felix Ganz, for allowing it to use the illustrations from his Catalogue of Perfins.

LOOKING FOR UNUSUAL CANCELS? - 300 items will be up for sale to members at the Swiss Postmarks Collectors
Society's (the SVPS) auction on the 19th March – a wonderful source of interesting and often quite rare cancels of
all types. If you wish to join the Society further information is on their Website: www.svps-ascep.ch and in back-
copies of their journal 'Der Poststempelsammler' (in our Society's Library).

http://www.svps-ascep.ch/
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NEWS FROM GENEVA                                                                                                                              RICHARD DONITHORN

It was over thirty years ago that I first "did the guided tour" of the U.N.'s Geneva
Office, so my increasing nostalgic tendencies induced me to return last summer
for an updated explanation of this amazingly complex organisation. To my delight,
the first thing that confronted me was the distinguished stamp designer, the late
Hans Erni's elongated mural framing the main entrance gates – something I had
not  noticed  on  my  previous  visit.  The  visitor  centre  and  post  shop  are  now
housed in the massive 1970s office building (UN22) adjoining the original League
of Nations building (shown, for example on UN N.Y. SG28 and DVII/33). These two
buildings  together  contain  the  32  conference  and  assembly  rooms  where  so
much of the U.N.'s business is conducted. We were shown several of the most
significant  rooms,  including  those  used  for  recent  peace  conferences,  major

assemblies and the WHO and ILO's main meetings. Pride of place at the moment is the Human Rights Conference
Room which has recently been revamped through a generous donation from the Spanish Royal Family with an
extremely elaborate and colourful, if not psychedelic, ceiling by one of their countrymen. The range of donated
art works on display at the Geneva Office has increased dramatically  in thirty years,  no doubt reflecting the
increasing membership of the U.N. which has now reached 190+ (including Switzerland in 2002 ref. Z1059). 

Despite the ever increasing range of the U.N.'s activities, only one agency has been added in recent years to the
traditional "group of five" (i.e. the ILO, WHO, ITU, WMO and the superseded IBE)* which are privileged to have
their own official stamps - the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) in 1982. 

Although the UN Postal Administration HQ has moved from Geneva to Vienna, the post office for visitors was well
stocked with its  latest  "products".  They provide visitors with attractive souvenirs and reminders of  the many
causes the UN agencies seek to address. Avoiding the high-priced "personalised stamp sheets", I  settled for a
recently issued postcard from the souvenir shop and was offered a commemorative rather than a U.N. definitive
stamp for postage. One can only hope that some of their staff still use definitive stamps, if only for old times' sake!

                         UN22                                                                   UN NY SG28  and  DVII/33                                                                   Z1059

Other interesting facts I learnt on my visit included:
 

• on the 6th February last year the UNPA implemented a change in the description of the currency on
Geneva Office  Stamps from "F.s" to  "CHF" starting with  the 2015 Coin and Flag  Stamp Series (24
different stamps including the flags of Tuvalu, Nauru, Tonga and Bosnia and Herzegovina);  

• one of the UNPA's Geneva Office stamp issue for World Poetry Day 2015 featured a poem written in
Chinese – a reminder of the use of this language (one of the six now officially used by the UN) on the
China/Swiss joint  issue in 1998 (Z958/59).  It  was perhaps unfortunate that New York and not the
Geneva Office was chosen as the "home" for the related stamp depicting William Wordsworth's poem
"Intimations of Immortality". It would have made a welcome addition to anyone's collection of "Swiss
Stamps related to British Poets"**. 

• to the north of the main U.N. building complex is the Museum of the League of Nations which presents
the story of the earlier international grouping striving for peace after 1918 – See: gva@unog.ch

*Stamps were also overprinted for the use of the International Organisation for Refugees.
**Such a mini-collection should at least include Z1242 (depicting Lauterbrunnen representing William Wordsworth's poem 'At Staubach
Falls'),  Z1241 (depicting Lac Leman representing Lord Byron's poem 'The Prisoner of Chillon')  and the various views of the Prisoner of
Chillon's residence, Chillon Castle, on, for example, Z196, Z203, Z959, Z1164 and PP181!
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                           ILO -  Z214 Old  and UN37 New  buildings                                                             WHO – UN N.Y. SG157              

          ITU -  DXI/10                                                         WIPO  - DXII/2                                                   UNHCR - PP291  

Leaving the U.N. complex we passed the gleaming glass edifice of the WMO's latest office accommodation and I
regretted that an opportunity had been missed by the U.N.P.A. to issue a stamp to commemorate its opening to
boost my mini-set of "U.N. Agencies' Buildings in Geneva on Stamps" – which includes those featuring the ILO,
WHO, ITU, WIPO and UNHCR – see the examples above.

For more details of the United Nations Postal Authority's (U.N.P.A.) products – Website: unstamps.org ; 
Tel. +43/126060 4022 or 4025 ; By Post: UNPA-EUROPE, P.O. Box 900, 1400 Vienna, United Nations Austria ; 
Email: UNPA-Europe@unvienna.org  Shown below (not to scale) are two of their recent issues:

Left - A 'Greetings from Geneva' personalised stamp sheet commemorating the 70 th Anniversary of the United
Nations. The ten stamps and the large picture depict various aspects of the Palais des Nations in Geneva.
Right - A block of four Geneva Office stamps in the 'Endangered Species' series which was launched in 1993. In
2015 twelve stamps were issued, all depicting endangered 'Birds of Paradise' – an ideal subject for producing
beautiful stamps. They were based on paintings by the British artists William Hart and John Keulemans.

The Society is grateful to the United Nations Postal Authority for enabling it to reproduce illustrations of their stamps.

NEWS FROM SWISS POST  
Swiss Post's quarterly collectors' magazine, 'Focus on Stamps', can now be accessed online at their website –
www.postshop.ch/lupe The first edition for 2016 includes information on the new stamps commemorating the
organisation for Swiss nationals living abroad (the OSA - currently 750,000 in total),  the Swiss Red Cross, the
beginnings of 'Dadaism' in Zürich and the lives of  Henri Nestlé and the first Swiss woman doctor, Marie Vögtlin.
Four attractive maxi-cards depicting vessels of the 'Swiss Merchant Fleet' (CHF 9.35) and the 2015 Year Book of
Swiss stamps containing an exclusive black print (CHF 66.00) are among the other products available to order.

http://www.postshop.ch/lupe
mailto:UNPA-Europe@unvienna.org
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LUCERNE 2016: CELEBRATING THE SOCIETY'S 70  th   ANNIVERSARY                                                               FRED HOADLEY

I am delighted to report that we have a full and varied programme in place for our meeting at the Rölli Auction
Room in Lucerne on the 8th and 9th June this year, with many prominent speakers displaying an interesting range
of subjects over the two days. These are set out below. The programme also includes “Open Forum” sessions
where those niggling philatelic queries can be discussed and, hopefully, answers obtained. If you have a relevant
question send it to Bob Medland – librarian@swiss-philately.co.uk and it will be referred to the experts on the
Forum. A trip to the Swiss Museum of Communications in Berne on 10th June is also being organised. 

This promises to be an exciting occasion, one that I personally am looking forward to immensely, and one that I
sincerely hope will enrich the world of Swiss philately to the benefit of us all. If you are still undecided about
joining us I urge you not to miss this never to be repeated event.

Subjects and Speakers
Standing Helvetia Proofs, Roger Gunther
Tax Marks; used in and for Switzerland, Claude Montandon (President of the Swiss Postal History Society)
The 1913 Flugspende Flights, George Struble
The Diversity of Philatelic Material in a Thematic Collection, Christina Bamford-Rölli
Swiss Postal Agencies Abroad, Ivo Bader (President of the Federation of Swiss Philatelic Societies)
SCADTA Mail: from and to Switzerland, George Struble
History of the Swiss Mobile Post Offices, Giovanni Balimann (President of the Consilium Philateliae Helveticae)
The Swiss Postal Coach, David Hope (Chairman of the Helvetia Philatelic Society)
Sitting and Standing Helvetia 1862-1907, Hans Pfister (Philatelisten-Verein, Luzern)
Displays by Members of the Helvetia Philatelic Society

ADDENDA/ERRATA                                                                                                                                                              EDITOR

• 'Identifying the Synthetic Printings of Zumstein 27D' Feb. 2016 - Apologies to those readers who have
been with us for a long time for reprinting an article in last month's Newsletter that had previously
appeared in November 2009. Hopefully, at the least, it jogged some memories and provided “new
members” with some useful, additional philatelic knowledge. It might also encourage you to look back
through earlier copies of your Newsletter via your Society Archive CD Rom – a mine of information.  

• 'Swiss Maximum Cards' Feb. 2016 - The definition in the first paragraph should have read: “normally or
ideally, postcards with a design related to that of a stamp and with the stamp affixed to the design side
of the card and cancelled in a related post office.”

• 'News from the Librarian' Feb. 2016 - Malcolm Bulpitt of 'Swiss Express' has written to say that the d/s
Greif actually sails on the Greifensee, a lake near Uster in Canton Zürich, and not on the Zürichsee.

                                                  
Copyright © The Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain and the authors stated. The views expressed by the contributors to

 this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Society. Goods and services advertised are provided for the benefit of members
 and the Society cannot accept any responsibility for subsequent transactions between buyers and sellers.

 For more information on the Society's services go to its Website – www.swiss-philately.co.uk

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
                                                               Printed by the Design and Digital Printcentre, Chichester GB


