HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
OF GREAT BRITAIN
Founded 1946 President: Claude Mistely

NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2016
www.swiss-philately.co.uk
Secretary: Neville Nelder, 13, Bowbridge Lock, Stroud, Glos. GL5 2JZ Email: secretary@swiss-philately.co.ukTel. 01453 766751
Editor: Richard Donithorn, 10 Park Drive, Felpham, West Sussex, PO22 7RD Email: editor@swiss-philately.co.uk Tel. 01243 583237

MY COLLECTION OF VINTAGE POSTCARDS OF THE SWISS CANTONS

PAUL JENKINS

Paul's beautiful collection of early Swiss postcards has featured at several meetings of the Society, including some
of the Southern Group and the 2015 Annual National Meeting (cards of Cantons Aarau, Basel, Appenzell, Fribourg
and Glarus) and, most recently, the 70 th Anniversary event in Lucerne (Canton Geneva). I thought you might like to
see some examples in the Newsletter. His tour of Canton Berne is on the Society's Website. (Editor)

Fig. 1 The scene portrays the Klausen road in Canton Glarus with a horse-drawn diligence ascending the upper reaches of the Linthal
Valley with the village of Linthal down below (postcard published by Photoglob Co., Zürich No. j4287). The following relevant extracts
from early guide books provide useful background information: “The Klausenpass route, one of the most beautiful of mountain roads,
was constructed between 1893 and 1899 to connect Canton Glarus with the St. Gotthard Railway and forms a very attractive drive, but is
forbidden for motor cars. The diligence (8 seats) runs twice daily in 9 hours, with a 55 minute stop at Urnerboden.”(Baedeker's
Handbook of 1907) Compare this with the information in Ward Lock's Handbook of c.1925 - “The Klausen Pass, completed in 1899 at a
cost of over 4M francs, was constructed to connect Glarus with the Lake of Lucerne. A motor diligence starts (30 th June to 20th
September) from the Post Office in Linthal daily, covering the 31 miles to Altdorf in 4 hours. The road leaves the valley of the Linth to the
west and ascends the valley of the Fätsch. Within a mile above the junction the valley, abounding in fine pastures, belongs to canton Uri
through medieval conquest.” Arnold Lunn's guide of 1928 adds that: “The famous Klausen Pass road is used for many of the most
important Swiss motor-races.”

After joining the Society about three years ago and discovering the world of vintage postcards, I was sufficiently
enthused to begin a small collection of early cards illustrating places I had visited, as they were in the “golden age”
of Swiss tourism, prior to the First World War.
My early acquisitions came mostly from dealers at stamp fairs and were ancillary to my main collecting interests.
It was only after coming across the Delcampe website and realising the scope of the material available that I
decided to try to build a representative selection of cards from across the country, canton by canton.
From the beginning I was taken with the remarkable colour reproduction shown in early Swiss cards and it was
only later that I discovered that Swiss publishers were in fact leaders in that process. Restricting my purchases to
colour was anyway a useful filter when searching through the thousands of pages available on the Delcampe site.
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Fig. 2
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Fig. 3

My thoughts then turned to how to display and write up my collection. My first solution was a simple four-cardsper-page pocket-album with space for just a small tag for each card, sufficient for a title plus a few words about
the publisher and the posting details. But studying each image, properly identifying it and learning more about it
was all part of the fun; so I switched to a two-cards-per-page system which allowed ample space for
accompanying notes. (Examples of two typical full pages from my collection, Figs. 2 and 3, are shown above) I
began using one or two old guide books, from the Edwardian period, to glean appropriate information, and also a
reprint of the very first 'Murray's Handbook', dating back to 1838 – a fascinating read, albeit a little too early to be
contemporaneous with my cards. I now have an original of the 19 th edition from 1904.
Needless to say I soon found myself needing more reference sources, and collecting old guide books, and a range
of other Swiss-relevant literature, provided a whole new field of interest. I now endeavour to find a relevant
extract, or two, to accompany each card. Failing that I can usually gather enough knowledge from a variety of
sources to produce my own few lines of suitable text. A small seperate panel beneath each card contains a note of
the publisher, the postal destination (where known i.e. on postally used cards) and postage applied. I attach a
photo-copy of the address-side of those cards which have been postally used to the reverse side of the page.
I've learned a great deal as I've worked my way alphabetically through the cantons and thoroughly enjoyed
immersing myself for a few weeks, or more, in each one. At the moment I'm researching my Graubunden
selection, whilst at the same time searching for more cards for canton Jura (more challenging as the area, not
even then a canton of course, had quite a low touristic profile 100 years ago), so still have plenty to keep me out
of mischief for several years yet! Lack of space in the Newsletter prevents inclusion of any more full-page layouts,
but on the following pages are some particularly interesting cards with extracts of the background information I
have used in my write-ups.
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Geneva – “The citizens of Geneva, from the very first, enjoyed a liberty above other great towns of the empire,
and showed a steady resistance to the encroachments of their rulers, maintaining, against force and persuasion,
the municipal prerogatives derived from their ancestors. Thus by a cautious and well-conducted policy, they
avoided being swallowed up by their powerful neighbours, Savoy or France, or by their friends the Swiss Cantons,
who were equally ambitious of incorporating Geneva in their own territory.” (Murray's Handbook, 1838) Wilhelm
Öschli in 1922 updated the picture: “Geneva has not thriven as part of the French Empire, either from an
intellectual or economic point of view and on 30 th December 1813 voluntarily opened its gates to Austrian forces.
There was a danger for a time that Napoleon would punish this falling away but, just as a French army appeared at
the gates in March 1814, the course of the war forced their withdrawal. By the autumn the war, for the moment,
was over and on 9th September, Geneva was accepted, for the first time, as a full member of the Confederation.”

Fig. 4 (left) The Rue du Marché lies between the Grand Rue and the Grand Quai, in the old town - “The English traveller, visiting Geneva,
will do well to provide himself here with those little English comforts which he will not find beyond the next custom-house. At the shop
of Achinard and Bordier all kinds of English cutlery and household goods may be had genuine. The Demoiselles Lacour, in the Grand Rue,
are celebrated for gloves and ladies' shoes; and the tourist will not disdain to be told that Wistag, near the Porte de Cornavin, has the
best supply of cigars, tobacco and snuff, which is to be met with on the continent. Wesel, in the Grand Rue, has a complete assortment
of English stationery.” (Murray's Handbook, 1838 - Card published by Phototypie Co., Neuchâtel No. 279. Posted from Geneva to Belley,
Ain France 14th March 1908; 5c stamp.)
Fig. 5 (right) A view of the Place du Molard from the Rue du Marché towards the lake, with the Pont du Mont Blanc just visible through
the gap. The viewpoint is virtually the same as that for the scene in Fig. 4. The building on the left was for many years the Grand Passage
department store. - “The old town is a delighful area to explore on foot. The streets and squares comprise mainly 18 th Century facades of
dressed stone with restrained classical decoration, and the sound of water playing in fountains can frequently be heard. The Place du
Molard is a good place to start, a lively pedestrianised square of flower stalls and numerous cafés that was once the city's economic
centre.” (Anthony Lambert, 1998 – Card published by Julien Frères, Geneva No. 122. Posted from Geneva 1 to Yverdon, Vaud 23 rd
October 1920; 7½c stamp.)

Fig. 6 (left) The Tour de l'Ile as seen from across the wide bridge in the Place Bel-Air - “Geneva is predominantly a gay and bright little
place with streets and buildings in the French style, sweeping down on both sides to the pleasant boulevards bordering the lake. While
in medieval picturesqueness Geneva does not rival either Zürich or Berne, closer acquaintance with the town does show some quaint
old buildings clustering around the cathedral and in other quarters......... The city is as we choose to look at it, either 'la plus petite des
grandes villes' or 'la plus grande des petites villes'.” (J.F. Muirhead, 1926 – Card published by Roger Daiserens, Geneva No. 203. Posted
from Geneva 1 to Romont, France 21st January 1917; 5c stamp.)
Fig. 7 (right) Rue de la Corraterie – the view-point here is only a few paces from the scene in Fig. 6, but looking in the opposite direction,
along the length of the Rue de la Corraterie towards the Place Neuve. The street was, and still is, one of the main business thoroughfares
of the city, flanked on the left side by a lofty terrace, the connection of which with the 'Escalade' is commemorated by a tablet.(Card
published by Magasins de Noveautés, Au Grand Passage, Geneva No. 201. Unused.) n.b. the cards, the subjects of Figs. 6 and 7, although
from different publishers, are both by the French landscape artist Georges Stein (1870 – 1955), best known for her highly animated
ParIsian street scenes which, like these, combined an impressionist style with an air of romanticism.
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Fribourg - “Fribourg is built on the bend of a river; but where Berne is symmetrical and its terrain flat and regular,
Fribourg has profited by the extreme irregularities of its site to compose a sequence of giddying perspectives.
Now above, now below, the visitor is presented with street after street of late Gothic dwellings, sometimes so
carefully preserved as to suggest a royal doll's house, and sometimes as deliquescent as an aged Brie.”
('Switzerland', John Russell 1950) “The ancient city of Fribourg is built upon the River Sarine, a tributary of the
River Aar. The railway courses along this rich and beautiful valley, giving evidence of the great industry and thrift
of the Swiss. Freiburg is noted for its two impressive suspension bridges, prominent in every view of the locality,
the Grand Pont Suspendu across the Sarine and, across a tributary ravine, the Pont de Gotteron, 250 feet high.”
(Joel Cook 1904)

Fig. 8 (left) Fribourg – The two suspension bridges – this impressive view would seem likely to have been captured from the tower of the
Cathedral, looking towards the south-east. The Grand Pont Suspendu of 1834 dominates the foreground, while the Sarine flows 168 ft.
below it and then beneath the old wooden Pont de Berne before bending, out of view, 180° to the right around the lower town at the
end of the peninsula. On the far bank between the bridges is the old Berne Gate and its adjacent walls, and high above it the 'Tour
Rouge' an early bulwark against the incursions of the Bernese. Beyond and to the right of the Red Tower is the Gotteron suspension
bridge, dating from 1840, shorter but even higher than the Grand Pont. Writing in 1838, Murray waxes lyrical and at great length about
the Grand Pont Suspendu, comparing it with the Menai suspension bridge in South Wales (“very much longer, much higher and slightly
wider”): “The bridge is the longest in the world and was constructed by Mr. Chaley of Lyons. It is supported on four cables of iron wire,
each containing 1056 wires, the united strength of which is capable of supporting three times the weight which the bridge will ever be
likely to bear, or three times the weight of two rows of wagons, extending entirely across it.” (Card published by Louis Burgy, Lausanne
No. 409. Unused.)
Fig. 9 (right) Fribourg – Fontaine de La Fidélité and the Pont du Gotteron – after completing the Grand Pont in 1840 Joseph Chaley
obtained the approval of the authorities for the construction of a second suspension bridge, 165 yards in length and 246 feet high,
across the ravine from which the Gotteron River (which originates as the Galtera) emerges to flow into the Sarine. Although intended as
a road bridge, the structure was light and suffered storm damage in 1895; it was then further damaged by an overloaded lorry in 1919.
In 1942 the decision was made to replace it, but it was not until 1960 that the present bridge, of reinforced concrete, was opened. (Card
published by Julien Frères, Photo Editeurs, Geneva No. 9945. Posted from Fribourg to Bienne 6 th November 1931; 10c stamp.)

Monuments

Fig. 10 (left) St Jakobs Denkmal, Basel - “At the Battle Field of St. Jakob, in 1444, 1,300 Swiss withstood an army of 24,000 French, under
the command of the Dauphin of France. Only 10 Swiss escaped alive and the battle is still referred to as the Thermopylae of Swiss
history. A very fine monument, by F. Schloth was erected in 1872.” (Cook's Handbook 1905) “Even if the monument to the battle of St.
Jacob on the Birs does not reach the highest level of the plastic art, it must at least be looked upon with respect as a memorial of one of
the bravest and most decisive battles in history, for it deprived Louis XI of all desire to continue his attempt to destroy the Swiss
Confederation.” (Muirhead, 1926 – Card published by Xav. Frey & Co., Basel No. 381. Unused.)
Fig. 11 (right) Näfels, Denkmal, Glarus – “In February 1388 the Austrians, having recovered their spirits after Sempach, recaptured
Weesen, on the Walensee and then, on 9 th April, advanced on Glarus with a force of 6,000 horse and foot. Reaching Naefels they easily
stormed a defensive rampart and, fancying no doubt there was no further opposition, dispersed into the valley with plunder and
destruction now their sole aim. (concluded at the bottom of the next page)
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We remember the horror of the attacks on September 11 th, 2001, especially the destruction of the World Trade
Center in New York City. In the aftermath of the attacks, people and governments around the world expressed
sympathy and solidarity with the United States. Among the expressions, Switzerland declared that letters to the
United States mailed on September 20th would be postage-free. The purpose was to encourage the Swiss to send
letters of sympathy to their American friends.
This event was reported in the November 2001 edition of 'TELL'. The announcement was made hastily, but
enough Swiss people learned of this one-day event to ensure that several letters were sent to AHPS members. The
implementation was apparently left to local post offices, and several different ways of denoting the free postage
were used. Four different examples were shown in the 'TELL' article and are reproduced above. All four covers
carried normal "A Priority" stickers.
THE SOCIETY'S ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING

NEVILLE NELDER, SECRETARY

The Society’s Annual National Meeting 2017 will take place at the Stonehouse Court Hotel, Gloucestershire on
Saturday and Sunday, 1st/2nd April 2017 http://www.stonehousecourt.co.uk, with good value prices for HPS
members. Further details and a booking form will be included with the January Newsletter.
FORTHCOMING REGIONAL MEETINGS
Northern Group - The next meetings are on Saturday 5th November 2016 – 'New Acquisitions/Members' Choice',
Saturday 4th March 2017 – 'Chairman's Presentation' and Saturday 1st April 2017 – AGM and Members' Choice'. All
meetings take place at Corporation Mill, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire commencing at 2.00pm. Further details from
David Hope Tel. 0161 3030091.
Southern Group – All-day Saturday meetings (10.30am to 4.00pm) are held at The Three Crowns at Whaddon,
Wilts. near Salisbury (postcode SP5 3HB), just off the A36, and include coffee, lunch and tea. We usually have one
or two main speakers and always include a selection of members’ short displays, too. All members and visitors are
welcome. The next meeting is on 15th October 2016 when Eric Lienhard will entertain us with 'The Philatelic World
of Chocolate'. Dates for 2017 are: 18th March: 'Swiss TPOs' by Philip Vaughan, 3rd June: 'Alison Kilpatrick Entertains'
and 7th October: suggestions, please! Further information is available on the Society Website or from Werner
Gattiker (werner@swisstamps.co.uk – 01273 845 501)
SWISS PERFINS CATALOGUE
EDITOR
I mentioned in the article on Perfins in the March 2016 edition of the Newsletter (Page 25) that Martin Baer had
produced a useful catalogue on the subject in 1998. This was superseded in 2014 with a much improved version.
It includes a general overview and some other explanations in English. 812 perfins are illustrated of which 667
users (owners) have been identified so far. Research continues to fill the information gaps. There are coloured
examples of letters franked with perfins and prices are indicated for each perfin on a single stamp and on a letter
or card bearing the owner's name. It was published by the Schweizerischen Ganzsachen-Sammler-Vereins (the
SGSSV) and in 2015 the asking price was 40 Euros plus post and packaging. The website for further information is:
www.mbtaxcards@gmx.ch There is a copy of the 1998 edition in our Society's library.
CONTINUATION OF 'VINTAGE POSTCARDS

“But meanwhile the tocsin was sounding through the valley, calling the villagers to arms.” (Hug and Stead, 1920) “Matthias am Buhl, the
lands-captain, hastily collected a handful* of shepherds and not only checked the career of the forayers, in spite of the disproportion of
numbers, but after 11 distinct charges, aided by volleys of stones and rocks discharged from the precipices above which threw the
Austrian cavalry into confusion, finally repulsed the invaders, with a loss of 2,500 of their number left dead on the field.” (Murray's
Handbook, 1838) “On the first Thursday in April the people of Glarus revisit the battlefield in solemn procession and in 1888, on the
500th anniversary, people flocked to Näfels from all parts of the country to participate in patriotic and religious ceremonies.” (Hug and
Stead, 1920) – Card published by Editions Jeanrenaud, Glarus No. 1664. Posted from Zürich Bahnhof to 'Lachauxdefonds' on 3 rd
September 1919. 7½c stamp. *Accounts as to the size of the Glarner force vary between 600 and 1,300, including a party from Schwyz.
The memorial seen here stands in the Sändlen in Näfels while 11 stones mark the battlefield in the Rautifelder.
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The Universal Postal Union (UPU) was founded as The General Postal Union on 9 th October 1874, the name being
changed to the UPU in 1878. The UPU is headquartered in Bern, Switzerland and is governed by the Universal
Postal Congress, which meets about every five years. The illustration below shows the monument designed by
René de Saint-Morçeaux erected in 1909 to commemorate the founding of the UPU.
I had been collecting Swiss stamps for many years, before
becoming a ‘true philatelist’ in 1979 when I started to study the
very first commemorative stamps issued by the Swiss postal
authority for the 25th Anniversary of the UPU and its Congress
in Bern. Encouraged by the purchase of René Gee's classic
reference book on the UPU issue and the acquisition of a stock
of UPU material, I embarked on the plating of the 5c. and 10c.
values. Plating is quite a formidable task, as the three values of
5c. green, 10c. rose and 25c. blue, were each printed from
plates of four panes of 50 stamps, totalling 200 stamps.
These panes of 50 stamps were divided vertically and sent to
post offices as countersheets of 25 stamps. Furthermore, the
printing plates were renewed twice, so the specialist distinguishes the three issues: Issue ‘A’ line perforation with
2.2mm horizontal and 2.4mm vertical spacing, Issue ‘B’ harrow perforation with 2.7mm horizontal and 2.6mm
vertical spacing, and Issue ‘C’ harrow perforation from newly engraved original dies.
The stamp field positions on the four panes and eight countersheets are shown in the diagram below (total
individual plate fields = 3 sets of 3 stamps x 200 = 1,800). Plate register marks for all stamp issues were
consistently marked above fields 5, 55, 102, 105, 155 and 159, and below fields 42, 46, 96, 99, 146 and 196.
The first date of issue for Issue ‘A’ was on
2nd July 1900 with the last valid date of
usage for all three issues being 31 st
December 1900. In all, just six months
validity period.
For Issue ‘A’ the old 1862 Sitting Helvetia
perforation units (gauge 11¾) were turned
by 90 degrees. All pins of the vertical rows
were removed and all pins from the even
numbered horizontal rows were also
removed. For the vertical perforations the old 1891 perforation units (gauge 11½ x 11) that served for the
Standing Helvetia Issues ‘C’ and ‘D’ were again turned by 90 degrees, from which all pins in the vertical rows were
removed, leaving only the horizontal rows with gauge 11½. This resulted in the first UPU Issue ‘A’ being line
perforated stamps with gauge 11¾ x 11½. For Issues ‘B’ and ‘C’ the spaces between the clichés were adjusted so
that a harrow perforation could be employed, utilising again old perforation units from the 1862 Sitting Helvetia
Issue (gauge 11¾), from which the pins of the even numbered rows were removed. The pins at the former
intersections were susceptible to bending out of line, causing the 12th vertical hole to be laterally shifted to the
left or right.

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

•
Liechtenstein also available.
Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 - werner@swisstamps.co.uk
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My display at Lucerne included the following complete countersheets:

Fig. 1 Issue ‘B’ 10c. Aniline Rose – Used Countersheet 1/45

Fig. 2 Issue ‘C’ 5c. Green - Mint Countersheet 156/200

The 25th Anniversary of the UPU issues are rich in plate defects, flaws, misplaced and missing perforations, and
pre-printed paper folds. Numerous examples of these were shown in my Lucerne display, including the following:

Fig. 3 (left) A Mint Block of Twelve of Issue ‘B’ 10c. Aniline Rose – Fields 27 to 30, 37 to 40 and 47 to 50, showing Zumstein catalogued
plate defects 78B.2.04(b) stripe on globe (field 29), 78B.2.05(a) hanging wire on mast (field 30), 78B.2.03(f) fleck on hyphen (field 48)
and 78B.2.02(a) wart on right wrist (field 50).
Fig. 4 (right) Mint Horizontal Strip of Three of Issue ‘A’ 25c. Blue - Fields 106, 107 & 108. With (below) plate defect 78A.2.07 showing
broken top of value shield (field 107).

Besides the variety of plate defects and printing errors, all early stamp issues carried a wide range of shade
differences due to limited quality control issues. Rather than try to define a particular shade name to a stamp, I
prefer to display the various shades in a circular format and leave the viewer to ponder the names of shades
produced. An example of a “shade-circle” is shown in Fig. 5 on the next page.
My Lucerne 2016 display also included a locally addressed cover (Fig. 6) posted on the second day of the UPU
Congress (3rd July 1900) with all three Issue ‘A’ stamps and cancelled with the official circular date stamp specially
designed by Frédéric de Coppet, who invented and developed the flexible head canceller (Fig. 7).
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Fig. 5 Undetermined shades of examples of Issue ‘A’ – 10c. Aniline Rose

Finally, Fig. 8 shows a registered 10c. pre-stamped UPU postcard posted in Zürich for local delivery on the last day
of validity of the UPU commemorative stamps, 31 st December 1900, with Issue ‘B’ 25c. blue (field 85), Issue ‘C’
10c. aniline rose (field 145) and Issue ‘C’ 5c. green (field 111) stamps. N.b. The Issue ‘C’ 10c. aniline rose has
retouch 78C.3.04(b) in hair right (field 145) and the Issue ‘C’ 5c. green has plate defect 77C.2.02 with fleck in E of
JUBILE (field 111).

Fig. 6

TRACING A RAIL TICKET

Fig. 7

Fig. 8

MALCOLM BULPITT

This article is in two parts and although it is primarily about early rail ticketing systems I hope you will find it
interesting. The philatelic interest is threefold i.e. the puzzle which is at the heart of the article was left to us by
our former Newsletter Editor, the late Peter Hobbs; secondly the details of train schedules should be of interest to
postal historians; and thirdly a surprise you will discover in Part 2. (Editor)
In the Spring of 2016 Bob Medland, the Helvetia Philatelic Society’s Librarian, passed on to me a booklet
containing tickets for travel to and in Switzerland that was issued in 1914. Peter Hobbs had given the Ticket Book
to Bob along with a lot of other material. Peter was quite ill at the time and hoped that his colleague would find
good homes for these items from his extensive collection of Swiss Philately and associated documents. Sadly Peter
died a short while later. Although I am not a philatelist Bob, knowing my involvement in Switzerland and its
railways, considered that I might have an interest in the 100-year-old-plus Ticket Book.
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I accepted the document (see above), and sent a donation to Peter’s nominated charity with the promise that I
would investigate its provenance and write up my findings should they prove to be of interest. They were!
The small (5” x 4”) Ticket Book comprised a dark green card cover embossed with “P.T.A. Ltd., 309, Regent Street,
London, W.” on the front and an embossed advert for the Great Northern Railway on the rear. Loosely-bound
inside were a series of paper tickets/coupons, and a number of stubs where some of these had been used. A now
very faded paper sticker had been attached to the front of the Ticket Book that indicated it had been issued to
“Maj. Evans” and was for use on “Section B, Tour 3” and also indicated accommodation as being at “Interlaken
Hotel des Alpes”. The PTA was the Polytechnic Touring Association. This was founded and owned by Regent Street
Polytechnic (RSP) to “…provide affordable travel opportunities for their students” and also for "... the Middle
Classes.". Even so the trips on offer were probably beyond the reach of most people when a basic two-week PTA
Swiss holiday cost some £10/person. In 1914 the average wage of a well-educated and experienced clerk in the
City of London was less than £2/week, a skilled craftsman earned some £1.50/week and a manual labourer less
than £1/week. The PTA’s first organized party left for Switzerland in 1886, and by 1895 it was offering inclusive
holidays using its own chalets at the Seeburg complex near Luzern for £5/week and later also began to use the
Hotel Seeburg. Ownership of the Seeburg complex was linked to the Hogg family, who were also the founders of
the RSP. The follow-up article will explore these links in more detail. RSP (now Westminster University) made the
PTA into a private company in 1911, and in the 1920s this became Poly Tours. Later a merger turned it into
LunnPoly, and Thompson Holidays absorbed that organisation in its turn. The Hotel des Alpes in Interlaken
appears from photographs of that era to be one of the many massive hotels put up in the resort during the latter
part of the C19th (see next page). Like other similar edifices it is now no more. Records show that in the 1900s the
PTA was sending over 5,000 visitors a year to Switzerland, around 50% of its total clientele, with Norway being its
second most popular destination.
Inside the Ticket Book the ticket/coupon section was in two parts. The first page of the first part – English on one
side, German on the other - was apparently a pre-printed standard format special ticket issued for “Journeys of
English Touring Associations. Series 17.” and this had been over stamped as “No. 6272”. The printed route for
which it was valid was “Bâle Swiss Railway-Olten-Lucerne-Alpnachstad-Brünig-Brienz-Interlaken-Spiez-ScherzigenMünsingen-Bern-Olten- Bâle Swiss Railway or vice versa.”. The ticket was for 2nd Class travel, available for 25-days
and noted that there was no free luggage allowance. It was embossed with the logo of the SBB/CFF and validated
by “Poly Travel 24 +7 14” this being done using a device that had punched the words/date in small holes in the
paper. There were originally nine coupons in this section, eight had been used and the ninth unused coupon was
for “Bern to Basel SBB via Olten” (interestingly here the German ‘Basel’ was used, not the French ‘Bâle’).
Reading the very small print on the coupon stubs it is possible to see that the eight used sections were for Basel
SBB-Luzern über Olten; Luzern-Alpnachstad; Alpnachstad-Brienz über den Brünig; Brienz-Interlaken Ost
(Brienzersee od. Oststation); Interlaken (Oststation)-Interlaken(Bahnhof); Interlaken(Bahnhof oder Thunersee)Spiez; Spiez-Scherzligen and Scherzligen-Bern (uber Münsingen). It is worth noting that Interlaken West was
known then as Interlaken(Bahnhof) and that Scherzligen was the name given at the time to the ship landing stage
and station at Thun.
The second part of the inner ticket/coupon section comprised a 2nd Class “Special Party Return Ticket, at Reduced
Rate” issued by the South Eastern and Chatham Railway, available for 25-days, and valid between “London and
Bâle”. It was a pre-printed standard format special ticket, which had been over stamped as “No. 8430”. It showed
that it was available for travel “Via Boulogne or Calais, Paris or Laon and Delle or Petit Croix” and it had been
embossed with a version of the SE&CR’s seal. This had been validated as “PTA 17 14 7”, again done by using a
device that had punched the words/date in small holes in the paper.
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Postcards showing the Hotel des Alpes, Interlaken

As this punching also had the notation “LD” it is assumed that this was done in London prior to departure on, or
shortly after, 17th July. From this we can deduce that the PTA’s Agent in Basel probably did the punched validation
on the SBB/CFF coupon when the group reached there on the 24 th July. Several portions of the multi-page coupon
collection had been removed (presumably on the outward trip) but the two remaining coupons show the two
alternative routes that the holder could use to return to Britain.
One was via Laon - this was the pre-1914 direct line leaving Switzerland via Porrentruy and Delle then via BelfortTergnier-Laon-Calais/Boulogne. The alternative route via Paris was longer with change of stations there, but there
were through carriages to/from Paris Est. The explanation of why this was the route from Basel into France was
the Prussian occupation of Alsace from 1870. This resulted in the French train operators taking the longer route
via Delle to avoid Alsace. However, the Swiss were happy to co-operate with the Prussian/German operated
Chemins de Fer l’Alsace-Lorraine and the ticket also allowed the holder to travel from Basel via Mulhouse and to
cross the border between Alsace and France at Alt-Münsterol/Montreux-Vieux some 14km before Belfort. Here
the Prussians had built a substantial Customs and Frontier Police station some of which still remains and has been
converted into apartments. Some 3 km further on into France was the station of Petit-Croix. This was not marked
as a frontier station, but appeared (like Delle) to be a tariff point and hence was listed on the coupon. Returning
from Interlaken via Basel, Alt-Münsterol, Belfort, and onward as previously detailed, would have been possible in
normal circumstances (there were also through coaches on this route) but it would have taken longer than via
Delle as it involved crossing into and out of what was then another country. The railway route from Delle to
Belfort had been closed (n.b. it is currently in the throes of reconstruction to give a link to the recently opened
LGV Est that runs to the south of Belfort).
The fact that we can trace these routes from Switzerland through to the Channel Ports is due to the presence of
the unused coupons in the little booklet, and we can surmise that they were unused because on the 3 rd August
1914 Germany had declared war on France. That day German troops moved across the frontier into Belgium as
they swept towards the northern French frontier, resulting in Britain, in honouring a pledge to defend neutral
Belgium, declaring war on Germany on 4 th August. At this point all the frontiers closed, cross border railway
services stopped, French railways cancelled almost all non-military trains, and the PTA party was trapped in
neutral Switzerland. Over 100 years later we might ask whatever possessed the participants to leave for this trip
when the storm clouds were already building-up over Europe and a major confrontation between the Great
Powers was almost inevitable. The fuse to the powder keg had been lit on the 28 th June with the assassination of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo. By the time the travellers set off from London on the 17 th July key elements
of the British Army had already been mobilized and were awaiting instructions at their bases. The railway
companies in the south of England had emergency plans in place to cancel normal timetables in order to move
troops to embarkation points. It is easy for us in this age of instant access to world news (and Foreign Office Travel
Alerts) to ask why go-ahead with this probably doomed trip, but news and communications were totally different
then. History tells us that the majority of the public was in total ignorance of the ‘Great Strategic Game’ that had
been coming to a head in previous months. International politics was not so open to public scrutiny in those days,
even to the educated middle classes who the PTA was selling holidays to. Remember too the ethos of the time these travellers were “British”, citizens of the nation that ruled the World’s largest Empire. What disaster could
possibly befall them? (Part 2 will follow in a future edition of the Newsletter.)
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