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COMMEMORATIVE CARDS: “PASSAGE EN SUISSE DES ÉVACUÉS FRANÇAIS” 1915

Fig. 1

PAUL JENKINS

Fig. 2

“The European War offered the Swiss many opportunities of showing their benevolence towards distressed
foreigners, and to the civilians who had to leave their homes the Swiss people showed innumerable
kindnesses......... The impartial, charitable work of the Swiss during the Great European War would need a volume
fully to describe it. Switzerland became, as it were, the great hospital for the diseased, or seriously wounded from
all armies, as well as an exchange station for all those civilians or soldiers concerning whom an agreement could
be arrived at by the various belligerent Governments concerned.” Hug and Stead, 1920.
“During the First World War the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), based at the Musée Rath in
Geneva, had a team of volunteers recording information about prisoners of war and civilian internees, and by the
end of the War their index contained some seven million names.” (ICRC Archives)
The two commemorative cards from my collection shown above, published in 1915, depict the many displaced
people from neighbouring countries seeking help from neutral Switzerland.
Fig. 1 - This plaque, or relief, evidently commemorates the many thousands of refugees who arrived in Switzerland
in the early stages of the first World War. Its whereabouts is not indicated and is not known to me, although the
name 'E. Gross-Fulnius' which is overprinted on the bottom right of the card may perhaps indicate the artist.
Publisher/Editor of card – G. Jaeger of Geneva (GJG) No. 54; Photographer – Phototypie Badag; sent 24 th July
1915 from Geneva 1 to Morgins (Valais) Express Letter, 5c Tell Boy stamp.
Fig. 2 - The civilians illustrated on this card (and the plaque) are “passerent” in that, having been displaced from
their homes in occupied France and Belgium and transported by the Germans by way of Strasbourg to
Schaffhausen, they were sent on to Geneva, from where, after receiving emergency aid, they were taken back into
“free” France at Annemasse for resettlement. Publisher of card – Meier Frères “Union” of Geneva; Artist – Sadag
S./Audino(?) sent 12th August 1916 from Fribourg to Geneva, 5c Tell Boy stamp.
The printed headings of the address-side of the cards are shown below:
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THE SWISS FLUGSPENDE FLIGHTS OF 1913

GEORGE STRUBLE

George is the Editor of 'Tell', the journal of the American Helvetia Philatelic Society, and gave a memorable
presentation on this subject at our Society's 70 th Anniversary event. His 30-page display can be viewed in full on his
Website - www.willamette.edu/~gstruble/phila.htm It is part of a much larger 160-page display entitled 'The
Development of Swiss Airmail up to 1939' which has been the subject of several major national and international
awards. The Society is indebted to George for his considerable help in the preparation of this article.

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

In 1912, expecting a war, the Swiss aviation community pushed for the development of a military aviation
component in the Swiss Army. 43% of the national budget was already allocated to National Defence. Because
their military budget was already fully committed, a Swiss Air Force Committee was set up to consider how to
fund a military aviation unit. They initiated an appeal for an aviation fund (“Flugspende”) for both civilian/private
and military aviation; the announcement of the campaign was signed by the Chief of the Military Department, the
Chief of General Staff, Commanders of three Army Corps and six Army Divisions. They aimed to raise awareness
about aviation and also raise money to support a military aviation unit through a Flugspende - Aviation Campaign.
The campaign was headed up by General Audeoud, chief commander of Swiss armed forces. The Government
supervised the campaign and the Army managed some aspects.
Among the activities of the Flugspende were the organisation of a series of aviation days (Flugtage) around the
country to show off the current planes and pilots and raise money. Special flights were arranged, including some
special mail-carrying flights. Local committees, on behalf of the national committee, organised the flights,
including selecting the landing fields and enrolling the aviators. The postal service co-operated fully, preparing
official special cancellations for all the flights and setting up temporary post offices at the landing fields.
The National Committee produced several national commemorative postcards which were used on some of the
special Flugtage flights. I have four examples with different illustrations in my collection.
Eleven of the local Flugtage committees issued special commemorative stamps* for their mail-carrying flights.
Most cost 50c. Some produced special commemorative cards. The proceeds from the sale of the special stamps
and cards covered the Flugtage expenses, the remainder going to the national campaign. Mail carried on the
flights required regular postage; the special stamps were in addition to that. The domestic postage charge was 2c.
for printed matter, 5c. for a postcard, and 10c. for a letter or foreign postcard. My display in Lucerne showed the
stamps and flown cards for each mail-carrying flight and included four other Flugtage that had mail-carrying flights
but did not issue stamps.
Basel to Liestal – the first Flugtag was held on two weekends between 1 st and 9th March 1913. Oskar Bider piloted
the Bleriot plane with his brother Georges as passenger. 10,000 stamps were printed. They were the only
Flugspende flight stamps designed without value indicators. Two sacks of mail were dropped at Liestal. 5,800
items of mail were flown from Basel-Liestal on 9 th March. The official cancel and stamp are shown in Fig. 1 above.
Mail destined for foreign parts was very rare on Flugspende flights. Nevertheless I have several interesting
examples from various flights in my collection. The official card (Fig. 2 above) was flown on the Basel-Liestal flight
and then forwarded by surface mail to its final destination Camden, New Jersey, U.S.A. - only the short hop of two
miles to Liestel was by air! Foreign postage for a postcard was 10 rappen.
*Special note: Are these stamps, vignettes or labels? They were not printed nor issued by the Swiss government, but by local committees of the Flugspende. But they were used to

pay for the carriage of mail, so I prefer to call them stamps. Heinz Katcher's catalogues called them "semi-official stamps." The Swiss post offices cancelled these stamps; its general
practice was not to cancel vignettes -- which is why the (machine) cancel on the Oskar Bider vignette shown below (Page 4) is rare!
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Aarau - on 6th April 1913. Half the mail was to be flown to Olten to the west and half to Lenzburg to the east by
the pilots Emile Grandjean and Oskar Bider, but when the time came Grandjean's plane was not operable. Oskar
Bider made both flights in a Bleriot monoplane on the 6 th April 1913. Unfortunately there is no way to distinguish
between items flown to Olten and those flown to Lenzburg. 10,000 stamps were printed, of which 4,500 were
sold and 4,400 were actually flown. Fig. 3 above shows a very rare proof sheet of the stamp.
Aarau permitted only official Flugspende cards to be flown on its special flights; official cards – and other items to
benefit the Flugspende – were sold at a bazaar at the airfield. The bazaar made exceptions for some ordinary
postcards and indicated approval of such cards with a special rubber stamp “Fur Flugpost berechtigt * Bazar
Aarau” which translates as “authorised for airmail * Aaurau Bazaar”. This exception for ordinary postcards may
have required a contribution to Flugspende, but this is conjecture. An example of the use of this rubber stamp is
shown on the postcard addressed to Rathausgasse Aarau (Fig. 4 above). The sender assumed that his bazaar
authorisation exempted his card from regular postage. It did not, so the card is marked in purple 10 rappen
postage due, by rule, twice the deficiency of 5 rappen, but there is no evidence that the postage due was
collected.

Fig. 5

Fig. 6

Liestal on 27th April 1913 Oskar Bider flew 3,800 items to Rheinfelden in a Bleriot monoplane, a distance of only 2
miles. 5,000 special stamps were printed of which 3,680 were reported sold. There were two printings – the first
light brown, olive yellow and the second dark brown, yellow (Fig. 5 above). An official card featuring a photograph
of Oskar Bider was on sale, the example shown (Fig. 6) being autographed and addressed by the famous pilot.
Sion – on 18th May 1913. Whilst most of the events took place in the lower, northern part of Switzerland, this was
held in a deep, narrow valley. Oscar Bider in his Bleriot monoplane flew 1,500 pieces to Sierre which he dropped
without landing. Stamps printed – 4,000, stamps sold – 1,600 by 18 th May and a further 2,300 afterwards.
Items flown on the flight 1,500. The Sion stamps were printed on ordinary paper and on shiny paper. Almost all
flown cards carry the stamp with shiny paper. The “normal” stamp (Fig. 7 left on the next page) is on shiny paper,
the “broken wing” variety (a vertical stroke through the middle of the plane) to the right is on ordinary paper.
The card (Fig. 8) is a rare example of a Military cover flown on a Flugspende flight. It was sent to a soldier and
therefore would normally qualify for free postage, not needing a postage stamp. However, as it was being sent by
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Fig. 8

airmail and the free-franking privilege for soldiers only covered regular postage, the privilege was validated with a
special rubber stamp. The card also carries the Sion flight stamp which presumably the sender had to pay for.
Flying over the Alps to Sion was a feat in itself. On 13 th July 1913 Oskar Bider flew from Bern over the Alps to Milan
(and back) – quite an achievement for the planes of those days. It was a celebrated event that thrilled the nation
and gave a huge boost to the credibility of aviation in Switzerland. He carried a message to the Mayor of Milan but
no other mail. That flight was commemorated by a vignette which was printed in sheets of six. A sheet (Fig. 9) and
an example of the vignette tied to a cover posted in September 1913 (Fig. 10) are shown below. This may be the
only contemporaneous cover with the vignette tied by a cancel.

Fig. 9

Fig. 10

The Flugspende in Olten was a special case. The originally scheduled flights were due to take place on 4 th and 5th
May, but the pilot Ernst Rech crashed and died on the way to the event and the flights were cancelled. There were
two special cancels prepared for these flights - one by the postal administration and one by the local organising
committee, incorporating the seal of the town of Olten (Fig. 11). The cancel of the organising committee was
applied to about 100 cards. The postal administration cancel was applied to seven cards, of which two were sent
through the mail.

Fig. 11

Fig. 12

The local committee hoped to try again on the 31 st August but their chosen pilot, Theo Borrer, claimed the landing
strip was inadequate and flew the Grenchen Flugspende instead. For many years it was thought that a stamp was
planned for the flight intended for August, but recent research by Hugo Ruoss has shown that it was also prepared
for the first proposed flight in May. A few copies were printed (in three shades of green and black) but the main
press run was cancelled because of Ernst Rech's death. 73 copies of the stamp exist – one in black (held in the
Museum of Communications in Bern) and the others in various shades of green (Fig. 12).
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Lausanne – on 15th June. Three pilots were involved in the special flight to Morges using a Bleriot monoplane –
Attileo Maffei, Oskar Bider and Emile Taddeoli. A special cancel was used but there was no stamp to
commemorate the event. 9,000 cards were produced, but there is no record of how many postal items were
flown. Cards mailed in Vevey and Montreux were driven by automobile to Villeneuve, and Henri Kramer flew them
from there by seaplane to Ouchy near Lausanne. Oskar Bider then flew them from Lausanne to Morges, along
with the cards mailed in Lausanne. Examples of the rare cards mailed in Montreux and Vevey with the special
purple cancel are shown in Fig. 13. The postal cards used for this Flugtag were given a cachet on the reverse side
(Fig. 14) making them the first Swiss airmail postal stationery.
Zürich - Switzerlands main aviation centre was the Dübendorf field north east of Zürich. Thus the citizens of
Zürich had become used to the occasional aircraft flying overhead and felt that, unlike the yokels in other parts of
Switzerland, they didn't need a Flugtag to introduce them to the possibilities of aviation. Instead they had printed
sheets of 12 different brightly coloured vignettes or seals which were sold to raise money for the cause. They were
printed with and without an inscription on the front, and with and without inscriptions on the back. This sheet has
the front inscriptions. They were first issued on 1st March 1913.

Fig. 15

The Flugspende campaign seems to have been a success. It certainly raised awareness and provided valuable
experience for the pilots and support staff. A total of 1.7 million Swiss francs was raised. When World War I broke
out the Swiss military commandeered all planes then in Switzerland as a nucleus of the Flieger-Abtelung.
The other Flugspende events, all in 1913, were at:
Bern 30th March – flights: Bern to Burgdorf and Burgdorf to Bern both on 30 th March.
Herisau 24th March and 30th March – flight: St. Gallen to Niederglatt on 31 st March
Langnau 4th May – flight: Langnau to Bern 4th May
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Lugano 8th June – flight: Lugano to Mendrisio and return 8 th June
Biel 8th June – flight: Biel to Bern 8th June
Vevey 22nd June – flight: Vevey to Villeneuve 22nd June
Solothurn 17th August – flight: Solothurn to Weissenstein 17 th August
Grenchen 31st August – flight: Grenchen to Solothurn 31 st August
Laufen 28th September – flight: Laufen to Solothurn 28 th September.
If you want to learn more about the Flugspende and see more of George's wonderful Airmail collection, including
many other rare items, check out his Website.
APOLOGIES FOR THE DELAY
EDITOR
The amount of material currently coming in has made it very difficult to find space for all the items that would be
most appropriate to publish in a particular 10-page edition. I hope to rectify this by using this and the February
edition to catch up on 'News' and publish some promised Part IIs. Meanwhile, may I thank all those members and
friends who contributed so much of their time and effort in creating the twelve bumper editions in 2016 and:

Wish you all a Very Happy and Prosperous 2017 – Richard (Editor)
NEWS FROM THE DEEP SOUTH

RICHARD DONITHORN

On the 8th October, the Association of Sussex Philatelic Societies held their Autumn Convention at the South of
England Showground in Ardingly, West Sussex. To draw in the crowds, it was held in conjunction with the South of
England Stamp and Postcard Fair which ensured it was attended by over 40 dealers. I was delighted to see that
three of our members had raised the flag of Swiss Philately. Marc Hammond and Fred Hoadley contributed to the
Inter-Society competition entries of Adur and Mid-Sussex with 'Switzerland - 25 th Anniversary of the UPU' and
'Switzerland's NOHRA Flights 1926-1928' respectively; and Paul Jenkins entered a small selection of his Canton
Geneva 'Golden Age' collection in the Individual Picture Postcard class. I also spotted one other display which
included Swiss material – Grace Davies, who has made a presentation at our Southern Group, showed her 'Peace
and Justice' thematic with UN/League of Nations material and the Basle Dove prominent.
In all there were 22 Sussex Federation competition entries (the most since 2010), almost all of a very high
standard. Other displays were provided by the British Airmail Society and the British Thematic Society who
presented their annual competition entries. The retiring President of ASPS, Graham Booth, announced that the
Autumn and Spring conventions last year had made a profit and attendences were up. On the downside, he was
concerned about the recent demise of the Worthing Postal History and the Brighton Philatelic societies and the
decline in the tradition of sending holiday postcards. He also warned that: “all our societies are finding it more
difficult to get volunteers to fill the positions that make clubs work..... a trend that is likely to continue as we all
get older. If you want the hobby to survive beyond being the pastime of the privileged few then you need to get
involved....”. Despite the problems he was upbeat, concluding that “he was sure the Association would have a
vibrant future.”
NEWS FROM THE SWISS RAILWAY SOCIETY
This Society's current sales list includes 'Rigi – a full colour look at its railways' by Ron Smith (£10.50); 'The BLS
Today – 100 Years of the Lötschberg Line' by Roger Kemp (£5); 'Industrial Railways and Locomotives of
Switzerland' (£35), 'Swiss Postbuses' (£14.50) and updated 'Travel Guides' of 'Graubünden' and 'Lake Geneva and
the Rhône Valley' (£7) all by Martin Fisher (all prices include postage and packing). An updated version of 'Swiss
Tram and Trolleybus Systems' is due out later this year. They also have a wide range of DVDs on various railways
and lineside views. All orders to Glyn Jones, SRS Sales, 13 Welland Close, Dalebrook, Winshill, Burton on Trent,
Staffs DE15 0AG, Email: sales@swissrailsoc.org.uk Website: http://www.swissrailsoc.org.uk – check the sales
page.
SWISS POST INFORMATION
Its quarterly magazine 'Focus on Stamps' describing new issues is available free in French, German or Italian in
both hard copy (on request) and electronic format. A version in English can be accessed on their website:
www.post.ch/en/stamp publications. Their magazine. for young collectors, 'Fred and Fun', is also available free on
request, but unfortunately only in French or German. The Annual Year Set Book for 2016 (including an exclusive
black print “Gottardo 2016”) - priced CHF 69.00 is available from their Postshop - Website - postshop.ch. Swiss
Post's postal address is POST CH AG, Postellen und Verkauf, Retaillogistik, Ostermundigenstrasse 91, 3030 Bern,
Schweiz and their email address is stamps@post.ch
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MALCOLM BULPITT

In the October 2016 edition of the Newsletter (Pages 96-8) we left ‘Maj. Evans’ and his colleagues in the PTA’s
‘Section B, Tour 3’ Interlaken group in Switzerland on the 4 th August 1914 as World War I broke out.
Well a bigger disaster than anyone in this genteel tour party could possibly imagine ensued in the next four years,
and they were trapped in Switzerland at the very beginning of it. Major Evans and the PTA group we have been
following were just a small part of a large number of tourists and travellers whose travel plans were thrown into
total disruption by world events. A report in the ‘Birmingham Mail’ dated 13 th August claimed: “close upon 10,000
British subjects were stranded in Switzerland”. Of course these were not all tourists as a number were semipermanent residents (Switzerland was then a relatively poor country and an affordable retirement destination for
the well-off) and many were patients recovering from TB in the numerous sanatoria. In some ways they were
fortunate to be located in neutral Switzerland rather than in Belgium, Germany, the Balkans, or other less peaceful
areas. With homeward travel disrupted for those on holiday, and often at the end of their stay with currency
reserves almost exhausted, some British visitors to Switzerland had little choice but to throw themselves onto the
benevolence of their local hosts, or to approach the British Embassy for assistance. The same ‘Birmingham Mail’
article notes that many of the British were in financial difficulties as it was the custom for them to carry little cash
but to trust in the old system that used Letters of Credit or cheques neither of which could easily be exchanged, or
may not be honoured, in time of war. Later in August ‘The Times’ reported that the Swiss Bankverein had
organised a special telegraph payment system to assist British travellers, and it is also known that many hoteliers
trusted their regular clientele sufficiently to advance them credit.
From the evidence of the Ticket Booklet we know that the PTA party had reached Bern, but if this was on
schedule, or due to a rapid departure from Interlaken, we have no idea. We know from the records that the
Embassy, and the British Consuls that were then in most Swiss cities, were swamped with requests to assist in
securing a safe homeward passage for people who had been staying in the country. No doubt PTA’s Agents were
also working to help their clients return home. It appears that the only guaranteed route back to Paris and on to
the Channel Ports was from Genève, although it was possible to travel via Vallorbe and Pontarlier - something a
Colonel Purchas, Sir Henry Lunn’s representative in Luzern, managed to achieve. Apparently with the assistance of
the stationmaster at Pontarlier he commandeered the carriage that the German Ambassador had travelled in
from Paris to Switzerland seeking refuge on the outbreak of hostilities, and managed to persuade the railway to
carry him and others back to the capital in it. We lose track of our Major Evans at this point but it is probable that
he too made it home via Genève where it was reported that all the hotels were very crowded and that schools
were being used as dormitories for British and Americans who were in transit. It is also worth remembering that
todays concept of ‘travelling light’ was alien to travellers at that time as most would have been burdened-with
several heavy suitcases, or even cabin trunks. The mass of luggage would have added to the chaotic situation both
in hotels, and when trying to board overcrowded trains. Once at Genève their troubles were not over, for even
when the French Government allowed a vestigial passenger service to recommence the journey to Paris, normally
10-hours, was apparently taking some 27-hours - and could take up to 40-hours. From Paris they then had to get
to the Channel Ports, but it is understood all the stranded travellers eventually arrived safely back in England.
In 2007 and 2008, Keith Fletcher, a member of the Helvetia Philatelic Society (HPS), wrote two articles for their
‘Newsletter’. These were based upon a collection of postcards from summer 1914 that he had acquired, along
with some then-current newspaper cuttings. I have already referred to some of the cuttings but the information
contained on the postcards sent by a British traveller stranded in Switzerland helps shed some light on the
conditions in that country at the time. It is interesting to note that although the British were ‘trapped’ by the
chaotic situation on the French railways the Swiss ensured that the post was getting through on a regular basis!
Writing from Zürich on Saturday 22 nd August the correspondent, who had travelled up from St Moritz, noted that
all trains in Switzerland were running slowly, and stopping at all stations, whilst all night trains and restaurant car
services had been suspended. The postcards also make it clear that the only route open into France was via
Genève and that it was taking some 13-hours to do the railway journey there from Zürich. The person commented
that there were thousands of soldiers on the streets of Zürich and that soldiers with fixed bayonets were guarding
the Banks and railway facilities. It would appear that the writer had good connections as one of the British Consuls
had organised their accommodation at the luxury Hotel Baur au Lac on Talstrasse in the heart of the city, although
it seemed that soldiers with their fixed bayonets were also present in the hotel. By Monday 24 th the
correspondent was writing from Genève, after a tiresome train journey on the Sunday that moved at an average
speed of 12 mph. They were staying at a lakeside hotel with a group of others all of whom were trying to make
the best of waiting to move-on to France and home. No doubt this too was the fate of the PTA’s ‘Section B, Tour 3’
and our Major Evans.
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But who was ‘Maj. Evans’? Up to now we have been on solid, factual, ground but to trace the man who kept his
Ticket Book with its unused coupons we have to start to make some educated guesses. It is noted in a postscript
to the 2007/8 articles in the ‘HPS Newsletter’ that Peter Hobbs had found the Ticket Book at a ‘Flea Market’ in
Bath, and he noted the unused portions in relation to the curtailed visits to Switzerland. However Peter was a
collector of philatelic material, and not specifically of railway linked items, so we must speculate if he picked up
the little green folder along with other items of more philatelic interest. If so, was the Ticket Book part of a
philatelist's collection of publications that was being disposed of ? It seems strange that it should have survived on
its own and had not been previously acquired by one of the numerous collectors of railway memorabilia. Was
‘Maj. Evans’ perhaps a philatelist and the remnants of his collection were being sold-off by a later generation?
What we can be sure of is that this Major was not a serving officer in 1914 as he would have been ‘called-to-thecolours’ and not on leave as the events in Europe unfolded. A Google-search revealed only one Major Evans who
was of sufficient note to warrant a mention in that compendium of world knowledge - and he was a British
philatelist!
Edward Benjamin Evans was born into the family of a Norwich barrister on 3 rd November 1846. In 1914 he would
have been 68 years old and was living with his wife Emily (61) in Upper Sydenham, a genteel South London
suburb, where they had brought up four children. He subsequently retired to his native Norfolk and died aged 76
on the 21st March 1922 at Cantley. Commissioned as an officer into the Royal Artillery in 1867 he was posted to
many locations in the Empire during his military service including Malta, Mauritius, Bermuda and South Africa. In
1880 he returned to the British Isles to take-up the position of Adjutant of Artillery Militia at Wicklow, Ireland,
where he served until 1885. His military duties must have been light during his career as he became involved in
numerous philatelic studies in all the locations where he served and wrote many papers and articles about his
research and collections. By 1875 he was elected a member of the Royal Philatelic Society becoming a member of
its Council from 1891 to 1900. He apparently was always known as Major Evans, never Edward Evans or Mr.
E.B.Evans. Leaving the army he edited the ‘Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal’ from 1891 to his retirement in 1914.
It is also on record that in 1914 Major Evans had sold his notable collection of stamps of the American
Confederate States. Could it be that anticipating his retirement from his editorial role, and having acquired money
from the sale, he opted to go on a trip to Switzerland, something that he may not have had the time or money to
take previously? We may never know but it is quite possible that the philatelic world’s Major Evans could have
been the ‘Maj. Evans’ the 1914 Ticket Book was issued to. If so, as an inveterate collector it is highly likely that he
would have kept the little object after the unplanned disruption of the homeward journey.
The PTA’s papers are now held in the archives of Westminster University. With more time it could be possible to
access these to see if the booking records exist for the participants in ‘Section B, Tour 3’ that left London around
the 17th July, during the fateful summer of 1914. If so did they include the well-known philatelist, and possibly
even his wife? Perhaps I have spent enough time on this already! Regarding the Ticket Book itself it is understood
that European railways were still issuing similar books of tickets/coupons for use by individuals and tour parties up
to the early 1960s. Branches of large international travel agents often held sets of pre-printed pages with their
fixed itineraries in stock to be made up into something similar to our 1914 example.
The author wishes to thank Bob Medland (for setting this hare running), Bryan Stone (for his knowledge of
railways in Prussian-ruled Alsace), Michael Farr (for his expertise in railway ticketing) and my wife Elizabeth (for
her unerring ability to trace people through the internet). Thanks also to the Helvetia Philatelic Society's Editor,
Richard Donithorn, for allowing me to quote extracts from the HPS Newsletter.
GULLER CANCELS
Fred Hoadley has found a very valuable information source on the Internet regarding these cancels. It is a display
of some of Roger Heath's material. Roger is a prominent member of the American Helvetia Philatelic Society. The
website address is: http://rogerheath.com/~thernsp2/roger/guller/frame1.html

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

•
Liechtenstein also available.
Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 - werner@swisstamps.co.uk
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THE SOCIETY'S ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING AND AGM 2017
NEVILLE NELDER, SECRETARY
st
nd
The National Meeting will be held on Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 April 2017. Full details are set out on the
attached information sheet together with a booking form. The Society's AGM will take place at the venue during
the Sunday morning session. Any member wishing to have a resolution considered at the AGM should notify that
intention to the Secretary by 15th January and be prepared to submit a formal resolution by the 15 th February.
REGIONAL MEETINGS
Northern Group - The next meetings are on Saturday 4 th March 2017 – 'Chairman's Presentation' and Saturday
25th March 2017 – Group AGM and 'Members' Choice/New Acquisitions'. All meetings take place at Corporation
Mill, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire commencing at 2.00pm. Details from David Hope Tel. 0161 3030091.
Southern Group – The next meetings are on: Saturday 18 th March 2017 - 'Swiss TPOs' by Philip Vaughan, 3 rd June 'Censored Mail' by Alison Kilpatrick and 7 th October - suggestions, please! Additional short displays from the
members present are welcomed. All meetings run from 10.30am to approx. 4.00pm at 'The Three Crowns' P.H. at
Whaddon, Wilts. Further information is available on the Society Website or from Werner Gattiker – website werner@swisstamps.co.uk – Tel. 01273 845 501.
PUBLICITY FOR THE SOCIETY
EDITOR
An illustrated report of our 70 th Anniversary Event (including a front-page photo) has been published in the Winter
2016 edition of the 'ABPS News'. We hope that the publicity will result in one or two new members and greater
recognition of the Society's part in the history of philately in Britain. It was also reported that the G.B. Postal
History Society (currently 300 members) and Spanish Study Circle (c100 members) celebrated their 60 th and 80th
Anniversaries, respectively, in 2016; and the Oxford Philatelic Society has produced a book to commemorate its
125 year history!
The latest edition of the ABPS News in pdf format, which is optimised for online reading, can always be accessed
on their website - http://www.abps.org.uk The current issue is at the top of the list on the right-hand side of the
Home page. Alternatively, click to the 'News' tab (2nd left). In the 'Latest Magazines' box at the right, click on
'ABPS News Winter 2016' or 'Spring 2017'. Older magazines can be read there or on the 'Archived Magazines' tab.
I noticed in the last edition of the ABPS News that Eric Lienhard made presentations last year to Basildon
('Switzerland') and, his local society, Chelmsford ('Swiss Postcards') Philatelic Societies. Are any other members
planning to promote Swiss philately to their local clubs in 2017 ? – if so, please let us know when and where!
AN AHPS MEMBER'S QUESTION
Richard T. Hall reported in the November edition of 'Tell' that one of the AHP Society's members, Edward Deliba,
had the following query: “The postage due issues Zumstein 15Gc through 21Gc were printed on the same side of
the paper as the control mark had been impressed up until around 1903-04, when they were printed on the
opposite side due to damage from the printing press. The two orientations are approximately equal in occurrence.
I have not been able to come up with an obvious visual test to distinguish between the sides of the paper a stamp
had been printed on. Does anyone know of a way to distinguish the two cases?” Answers please to the Editor for
onward transmission. Thankyou.
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY
'Spring Stampex' - 15th-18th February 2017. 'Autumn Stampex' - 13th-16th September 2017. Both at the Business
Design Centre, 52 Upper Street, Islington, London N1 0HQ.
'Finlandia 2017' - 24th-28th May 2017 in the Tampere-Hall, Tampere, Finland. Open to exhibitors from all European
countries and the USA. Further information on their website www.finlandia2017.fi/ or email info@finlandia2017.fi
The UK Commissioner is Mr. Bill Hedley; contact ewlhedley@yahoo.co.uk
Early Notification – 'London 2020' - 2nd-9th May 2020 at the Business Design Centre. Further information:
www.london2020.co How about working up an exhibit to throw the spotlight on your “gems” and Swiss Philately
in general ?
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RECENT COMMEMORATIVE FLIGHT COVERS - JUNGFRAUJOCH

DERRICK SLATE

Further to the article in the Newsletter on the first International Gliding Camp held on the Jungfraujoch Plateau in
1935 (ref. August 2016 edition pp 69-72). Here are four commemorative flight covers related to Jungfraujoch:

Fig 1

Fig. 2

Two covers flown on 27th April 1985 Aerophilately Day:
• Fig. 1 - Special glider flight to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the International Gliding Camp on
Jungfraujoch Plateau in 1935 - flown from Interlaken to Jungfraujoch, arrived Jungfraujoch on the same
day.
• Fig. 2 – Special flight from Jungfraujoch to Interlaken, arrived Interlaken on the same day – to
commemorate (?) the Glacier flight from Interlaken to Jungfraujoch by pilot U. Roesti in a Piper Super
Cup HB-008. Does anyone know when this took place?
Flights organised by Aerophilatelie. 2,122 covers flown from Interlaken and 1,180 covers flown from Jungfraujoch.

Fig. 3

Fig. 4

Fig. 3 – Cover of Jubilee Flight from Jungfraujoch to Thun commemorating the 50 th Anniversary of the
International Gliding Camp on Jungfraujoch Plateau. The cover was cancelled on 1 st September 1985 Jungfraujoch,
but the commemorative glider flight was in fact delayed until 2 nd September due to bad weather; arrived Thun on
the same day. Signed by the pilot Willy Baur.
Fig. 4 - Cover addressed to Aarau to commemorate Air Rescue Service Day. Flown on the Special Helicopter Flight
on 1st August 1968 from Jungfraujoch to Interlaken, arriving on the same day. Card signed by the pilot.
SWISS ARTS, CRAFTS AND DESIGN
EDITOR
I am pleased to report that the schedule of stamps on this wide-ranging theme can now be accessed on the
Society's Website thanks to the efforts of our Webmaster Fred Hoadley. As compiler, I look forward to receiving
your constructive suggestions for improving the content of the schedule.
Copyright © The Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain and the authors stated. The views expressed by the contributors to
this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Society. Goods and services advertised are provided for the benefit of members
and the Society cannot accept any responsibility for subsequent transactions between buyers and sellers.
For more information on the Society's services go to its Website – www.swiss-philately.co.uk
Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain
Printed by the Design and Digital Printcentre, Chichester GB.

OUR ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING 2017
Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd April 2017
At Stonehouse Court Hotel, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire
We are venturing out to a venue in a new county. The hotel is a
36-room venue in a rural setting, with direct rail access to/from
Paddington, and from the north via Cheltenham. It is only just
over 1 mile from the M5 motorway. There is much to see in the
vicinity and there is easy access for shopping in Gloucester or
Cheltenham. There is more information about the area below.
A fee of £50 is payable in advance to our Treasurer, Norton
Wragg, to cover the cost of the meeting room, refreshments and
buffet lunch on the two days. Please would you complete and return the attached slip to him with
your payment. Full details of the programme are on the next page.
The cost of the good quality accommodation - bed, breakfast, and evening meal is £140 for a double
room; £125 for a single room on the Saturday night. For the Friday night, 31st March, the cost is
£100 and £85 B&B only; £125 and £100 with dinner included. Bookings should be made direct
with the hotel on 0843 357 5557 or 01453 794950, mentioning the Society. Because the quantity of
accommodation is limited and it is a popular hotel, 20 rooms will be reserved for the Society up to
15 February, after which the hotel may release them to other intending guests. So ACT NOW!
The cost of the Society dinner on the Saturday evening is included in the rates shown above. For
anyone who has accommodation elsewhere and wishes to attend the dinner, there will be a charge of
£35 payable to Norton on the day.
There will be a warm welcome to members who have not come along previously, with excellent
displays and talks as well as the opportunity to buy and sell philatelic material. However little, or
however much, you know about Swiss philately, it is an opportunity to share and discuss matters
with other like-minded collectors.
Gloucestershire - Nearby to the hotel is the town of Stroud, home to one of the busiest farmers’
markets in the country, operating on a Saturday. Slightly further afield are the twin towns of
Gloucester and Cheltenham. Gloucester boasts a fine cathedral and a nationally known shopping
centre within the restored dock area of the city. Cheltenham offers extensive town centre shopping,
served by a good park-and-ride facility. Slimbridge Wildfowl Centre can be found about 10 miles
distant and, of course, there is always the Cotswolds not far away.

OUR ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING 2017
PROGRAMME SATURDAY
9.45 a.m.

Coffee followed by Welcome- Chairman David Hope

10.15 a.m.

The Peter Vonwiller Memorial Display:
Bob Medland – 'Postage Due in its Many Manifestations Over the Years'

12.15 p.m.

Buffet Lunch

13.15 p.m.

Cup Competitions

15.00 p.m.

Break for refreshments

15.15 p.m.

Members Displays – please bring something to show

16.30 p.m.

Close

19.00 p.m.

Society Dinner
PROGRAMME SUNDAY

9.45 a.m.

Annual General Meeting

10.30 a.m.

Break for refreshments

11.00 a.m.

Norton Wragg - 'Nachnahme'

12.30 p.m.

Buffet Lunch

13.00 p.m.

Auction

14.00 p.m.
15.30 p.m.

Members' Displays – each frame holds 9 sheets
Close of meeting

Throughout the two days Werner Gattiker (Swiss Stamps) will have a large selection of his stock for
sale.
Cup Competition Rules – Full details will be published in a forthcoming newsletter (before the
meeting!).
Auction - Hopefully, all members will have something to sell. If so, please bring a duplicate list of
your lots indicating, if required, reserve prices.
********************************************************************************
BOOKING FORM TO BE SENT TO:
NORTON WRAGG, 10 MANOR CRESCENT, TYTHERINGTON, MACCLESFIELD,
CHESHIRE, SK10 2EN.
I wish to attend the Society’s Annual Meeting and enclose my cheque for £50.00 payable to the
Helvetia Philatelic Society.
I (and my Partner) ............................................wish to join the Saturday evening Society Dinner
Name (Please Print) ……………………………………………………………………………….

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Annual Membership Subscriptions 2017
Subscriptions for the Society for next year are due on 1st January 2017.
The annual rate for the E-mail Subscription is £15
Overseas members are requested to pay by Sterling cheque if possible. If you wish to pay directly into the
Society’s bank you may do so but please make all charges payable by the sender and include your name in
the reference line. You may pay for more than one year’s subscription if you wish.
Please send remittances to: Norton Wragg, 10, Manor Crescent, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 2EN.
Name………………………………………………………………
Address…………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………..
E-mail Address.................................................................................
Society Bank Details – Santander

Sort Code 09-01-5

Account 436583

N.B. Members living in the USA should pay their subscription through Bruce Marsden in the normal way.

