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A DISTINGUISHED DILIGENCE
MARIO GAVAZZI
Further to the article on transportation through the Gotthard Pass in our Newsletter in June 2016. The regular
timetabled service of trains through the new Gotthard Base Tunnel began operation in December 2016. This
interesting article on the old Gotthard stage coach was published in the December 2016 edition of 'Swiss Express'.
Thanks are due to the author and the Swiss Railways Society for enabling us to publish an edited version of it.

Before the opening of the old Gotthard (rail) Tunnel in 1882, the main means of transportation of passengers and
mail was over the mountain pass by horse-drawn diligence (stagecoach) linking the steamer service from Lucerne
to Flüelen on the Wierwaldstättersee to Camerlata near Como in Italy. The coach service was operated by local
companies in Uri and Ticino. With the coming of the railway these local businesses disappeared and most of the
fleet of diligences moved to other areas or were simply scrapped.
However, the last of the “Gotthard-Postkutsche”, immortalised by Rodolf Koller, is still in existence and has
recently been through a major restoration process. It was probably originally built around 1860, but there is no
exact record of the date or who constructed it. It now stands in the entrance area of the Schweizerisches
Landesmuseum in Zürich, just a short walk from the city's Hauptbahnhof. It is known that it was operated by Post
CH, AG's predecessor organisation the Schweizerische Post-und-Telegraphenbetriebe (PTT) up to the opening of
the railway, when it was withdrawn but apparently not disposed of. In 1897 the PTT donated it to the National
Museum at Zürich, that was then being developed prior to its opening in 1898. Today the Museum considers the
diligence to be the most photographed object in its collection and in recognition of both its historic and current
status they arranged for the comprehensive restoration to take place. For this, the diligence was removed to the
Museum's repair depot at Affoltern am Albis (ZH) in summer 2015, where experts from the Lucerne-based
conservation and restoration specialist company 'Objektgerecht' were able to use their skills. The vehicle was then
returned to greet visitors to its Zürich home at the end of July 2016. There are many locomotives and trains, plus
the buildings and tunnels of the original Gotthard line, to recall the story of this historic route since 1882 – but
there is only this original diligence to recall the movement of people and post before the opening of the railway.
The large illustration above shows the fully-restored diligence in the depot at Affoltern am Albis ready to be
transported back to the Museum. The smaller pictures show the first class section of the 'Gotthardpostkutsche',
the Camerlata-Flüelen service name-plate (the first direct way between north and south Switzerland) and one of
the restorers, Kurt Michel, from the enterprise 'Objektgerecht' at work.
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Editor's note: The stagecoach in the Museum of
Communication in Bern (left), at least currently, has a
Meiringen–Gletsch route-board (the coach in the Transport
Museum in Lucerne is known to have traversed various
alpine passes between 1889 and 1926). An article in the
October 2013 edition of our Newsletter (Page 84) refers to
the stagecoaches Bob Medland discovered in the courtyard
of the Stockalperpalast in Brig which used to run on the
Simplon mail route – one is shown below left. Presumably,
the stagecoach that now enables people to relive, at least
to some extent, the experience of travelling over the
Gotthard Pass from Andermatt to Airolo (below right) is a
recently constructed replica ref. HPSN Newsletter June 2016
Page 50. (Both photos to the left from Bob Medland)

Several stamps have been issued over the years to commemorate rail transportation through the Gotthard Pass
route – Z191-193, Z329 and Z668/669 all related to the Gotthardbahn and the two commemoratives issued in
May 2016 celebrating the opening of the Gotthard Base Tunnel. Stagecoaches also appear on the definitive Z735
and the commemoratives Z292 and the Lindau – Mailand coach issue of 2014. Z291 features a coaching posthorn.

Z191

Z329

Z192

Z668

Z193

Z669

Z291
Z292
Z735
Yr. 2014
The Society is grateful to Swiss Post for enabling it to reproduce illustrations of their products.
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FORTHCOMING SOCIETY MEETINGS
NEVILLE NELDER, SECRETARY
The Annual National Meeting and Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday 1 st and Sunday 2nd April 2017
in Stonehouse, Gloucestershire. Full details and a booking form were sent to you with the January Newsletter. If
you have not already booked and would like to attend, please send your booking form and remittance to the Treasurer,
Norton Wragg, as soon as possible and make your hotel reservation direct to the hotel mentioning the Society. If you
have not attended one of our meetings before you can be assured that you will be made most welcome. We look
forward to seeing you there.
Northern Group - Saturday 4th March 2017 – 'Chairman's Presentation' at Corporation Mill, Sowerby Bridge,
Yorkshire commencing at 2.00pm. Further details from David Hope: Tel. 0161 3030091.
Southern Group - Saturday 18th March 2017 - 'Swiss TPOs' by Philip Vaughan and members' displays at 'The Three
Crowns' P.H. in Whaddon, Wilts. from 10.30am to approx. 4.00pm. Further details from Werner Gattiker: – Tel.
01273 845 501; website - werner@swisstamps.co.uk. More information on the venues/programmes in the
previous Newsletter Page 9.
THE ANNUAL COMPETITIONS
DAVID HOPE
As usual the Annual Competitions will be judged by members attending the Society's Annual National Meeting on
Saturday 1st April. The Moore Bowl is for Postal History entries. The Helvetia Silver Cup is for any subject other
than Postal History. Competitors attending the National Meeting should simply bring their entry along. Members
who are not attending, but wish to take part, should send a colour photocopy of their entry to reach me (David
Hope) by 29th March 2017. If you are intending to mount a display just for members to enjoy there is no need to
inform anyone in advance. The more the merrier! The full rules of the competitions are set out below. Further
details from David Hope Tel. 0161 303 0091. Postal address: 17, Hawthorn Drive, Stalybridge, Cheshire, SK15 1UE.
The Rules
 The Moore Bowl – this competition covers any aspect of postal history (e.g. routes, rates, postage due,
TPO, censored) including aerophilatelic (flown covers). The criteria being that the philatelic items
shown have passed through the postal system.
 The Helvetia Silver Cup – this competition covers stamps (i.e. postage, charity, postage due, airmail),
postal stationery, revenues, thematic, cinderella (e.g. soldier stamps) and postcards.
 Each entry is to comprise 16 sheets. Double sheets count as two ordinary sheets. Judging of the entries
will be by those members attending the National Meeting. The basic judging criteria are philatelic
knowledge and study of the subject, condition and presentation.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
'Swiss National Exhibitions' – a display to be given by our Eric Lienhard at Billericay Philatelic Society (Essex) at
7.45.pm on 19th April 2017. Venue – The Fold, 72 Laindon Road, Billericay, CM12 9LD.
WORPEX 2017 at the Tudor Grange Academy, Bilford Road, Worcester on Saturday 13 th May 2017. Our Society will
have a stand there so please pop along and have a chat. Further details from David Grant of the local philatelic
society Tel. 01299 824829 or have a word with our Secretary, Neville Nelder, Tel. 01453 766751.
GABRA VI in Burgdorf, Switzerland - 29 th September - 1st October 2017 – a non-competitive postal stationery and
postal history exhibition with international participation. Exhibits will include covers, postcards, perfins, fiscals and
'Heimat' collections. For further details contact: Peter Bamert, Heilbronnerstrasse 13, CH-4500 Solothurn,
Switzerland. Email: bamert@sunrise.ch

Page 14

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

February 2017

SWITZERLAND’S SMALLEST POST OFFICE AND THE VAL BAVONA

BOB MEDLAND

An article which might inspire you to consider a trip later in the year to sunny Ticino or other holiday destinations
in which you can pursue your “philatelic research” and better appreciate the “story” behind some of those
cherished items in your collection.

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Fate often hangs by a slender thread. About 10 years ago I was studying the use of straight-line postmarks and
how their use interacted with circular date stamps. That is a subject for another day but, suffice to say, straightline marks were generally used by village sub-post offices to denote where an item of mail had entered the postal
system. And this makes them all the more collectible to me. As part of that study I bought a postcard with the
intriguing handstamp S. CARLO (VAL. BAVONA) but no other postal mark (Figure 1). The front of the card is a
photograph of a tiny village set in a deep and very steep-sided valley (Fig. 2). Ever-curious, when I acquire such
items with rural connections I like to look up the location and details of these villages using different resources
including Google, Wikipedia, maps and guide books. In this instance what I found didn’t quite change my life but it
certainly influenced where my wife and I went for a holiday and for one day’s outing in particular.

Fig. 3

Fig. 4

Firstly, the geography lesson. It is difficult to imagine a more remote location in Switzerland. The Val Bavona lies in
the north-west of Canton Ticino on the south side of the Alps (Fig. 3). Whilst, as the Raven flies, it is only 15 km
south-west of Airolo in order to get there by road you have to drive no less than 120 km in a great loop around the
canton via Bellinzona, Locarno and then up the well-known Val Maggia. Halfway up that valley lies the village of
Bignasco where there is a defile in the vertiginous western side of valley (Fig. 4). This is the entrance to the Val
Baverno: somehow beckoning, it looks like a piece of scenery from ‘Lord of the Rings’. The valley setting is
dramatic, not least with the intimidating cliffs on either side that overshadow the beautiful, pastoral setting of
unspoiled villages, built from local stone and surrounded by meadows and birch woodland beside the stream (Fig.
5). Unsurprisingly the entire valley is a conservation area. It is idyllic.

Fig. 5

Fig. 6

Fig. 7
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So where is the postal interest in all this? Firstly there is the PostBus service. The best way to get to San Carlo is by
the 62.315 service from Locarno to Bignasco. There you disembark and wait in the village square (Fig. 6) for the
shuttle bus that operates the 62.333 service up the Val Bavona to San Carlo. Whilst waiting for the bus I was able
to contemplate the fact that Bignasco was one of the rural post offices that once had ‘Ticino Oval’ hand-stamps.
Some 15 years ago I was lucky enough to acquire a Strubel with this cancel (Fig. 7), all the more unusual for being
struck in blue ink - and for having been acquired online from a dealer in Shanghai. Before the days of electronic
payments I put faith in the postal system and human nature by posting off a US$5 note. And, yes, it was a bargain.

Fig. 8

Fig. 9

Fig. 10

Back to the PostBus, the Val Bavona service operates four times a day, April-October only because the valley is cut
off every winter by heavy snow. Travelling up the valley you pass through several small villages including Foroglio
(Fig. 8) and Sonlerto (Fig. 9). A famous, high waterfall provides the backdrop to the former and this features as a
vignette on the modern ‘K’ cancellers of both Bignasco and Cavergno (Fig. 10). The road skirts around these
settlements because the village streets are little more than narrow footpaths in between the buildings (Fig. 11).
An interesting historic fact is that the villagers survived the winters by digging a maze of tunnels under the snow in
order to get around the villages to stores of fodder, woodpiles etc. Today, the occupants vacate the valley for the
winter months. After about 10 km you reach San Carlo which is the end of the road (Fig. 12).

Fig. 11

Fig. 12

On walking through San Carlo we found the tiny village post complete with PTT sign outside (Fig. 13). Despite
being the only post office to have existed in the valley, surely it couldn’t still be open after all the PTT cutbacks
over the last 20 years? Alas, it was not to be. Originally opened as a seasonal postal acceptance agency in 1907, it
eventually gained full post office status in 1975 - only to be closed in 1998. Before its closure evidently it enjoyed
its status as Switzerland’s smallest post office as special covers were printed (Fig. 14).

Fig. 13

Fig. 14

After our voyage of discovery up the Val Bavona by PostBus we enjoyed a leisurely walk around the conserved
ruins of the tiny village of Presa across the valley from San Carlo, abandoned following partial destruction by a
landslide in 1945. It is a very unstable area geologically: compare the fresh landslide of c1900 (Fig.2) with how it
has become vegetated today (Fig.12). And so, in lovely September sunshine, we set off on foot back down the
valley, walking through the villages and soaking up the incredibly beautiful scenery of one of the most spectacular
Alpine valleys. Something we might not have found had it not been for a little piece of Swiss postal history.
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NEVILLE NELDER, SECRETARY

Due to other commitments, Fred Hoadley has decided that he can no longer fulfil the role of webmaster for the
Society. Our website – www.swiss-philately.co.uk – was first designed by Fred approximately 10 years ago, using
the basic skills of website building, appropriate at the time but now considered out of date and too dependent on
one individual.
It has, therefore, been agreed that the Society should now be served by a professionally designed website,
complete with front-end user interface, enabling members to input data as and when required. On behalf of the
Committee, we have decided to invest in the construction of a new website, employing the services of a
professional designer to develop such a site and to provide technical support thereafter.
Inputting data – e.g. additions to the Library, regular news items, members' contributions, etc., should be a
straightforward task that any member of our Society could carry out, under the control of a co-ordinator, rather
than feeding the same data to a paid professional to upload to the website.
Offers from members to act in a co-ordinating role will be welcome. Please make contact with me, Neville Nelder,
in the first instance, on 01453 766751 or email me at nevillenelder@gmail.com.
EMISSION-FREE POSTAUTOS
Ref. article in the HPSN May 2014 Page 41. The 5-year trial of the five hydrogen fuel-cell PostAutos in the region of
Brugg comes to an end this year. The use of these hydrogen-based fuel-cell vehicles appears to have been a
success amongst drivers and passengers and is estimated to have cut 1,500 tonnes of CO2 emissions. PostBus
intends to pursue its goal to become independent of fossil fuels in the long term and does not rule out using more
hydrogen-based vehicles in the future (ref. 'Swiss Express' December 2016).
SPECIALIST LITERATURE FOR THE SERIOUS COLLECTOR AND RESEARCHER

EDITOR

The 'Edition d'Or' series of books, which present in detail and full colour some of the most beautiful stamp
collections that have been awarded International large gold medals, Grand Prix or Champion of Champions, now
extends to 48 volumes. They are produced by a group of important international auction houses, known as the
'Global Philatelic Network', who have been involved in the sale of some or all of the collections. By describing and
presenting the material prior to the sale and probable breaking up of the collection, they hope that the life's work
of some of the most significant international collectors can be handed down to future generations.
Only one of the volumes still in print relates directly to Swiss philately: Volume 13, its title: 'Switzerland 1854 –
1882 – The Silvain Wyler Collection' (79 CHF plus postage and packaging). Another book in the series, of potential
interest to Swiss collectors, is Volume 7 'Thun and Taxis - Frankings to Foreign Countries – the Dr. Leo Wojnke
Collection' (79 CHF + p. and p.).
Last month the Network published two volumes on another significant collector of Swiss material, Jack Luder, in
their Edition Spéciale series of books (reserved for collections that have never been exhibited). The books are
entitled: Vol. 1 'Altschweiz – Kantonal- Und Bundesmarken 1843 – 1863 – Die Sammlung Jack Luder' and Vol. 2
'Altschweiz – Abstempelungen 1850 – 1854 – Die Sammlung Jack Luder'. Each volume is 79CHF + p. and p.
Finally I should mention that Corinphila Auktionen AG are prepared to take your orders for all these books and for
what they describe as a “new standard work on classical Swiss philately” entitled 'Schweiz Kantonalmarken 1843
to 1854 - Frankaturen – Seltenheiten' by Richard Schäfer (139CHF + p. and p.). For further information on all these
books you should contact: Corinphila Auktionen AG - Tel. 0041 44 3899191
Website – www.corinphila.ch
E-mail - info@corinphila
EDITOR'S REQUEST FOR ARTICLES
I am always looking for readers' suggestions on what subjects they would like to see covered in the Newsletter.
Meanwhile, can I make a request for articles on the principles and idiosyncracies of Military Cancels and the era of
carrying mail by horse-drawn coaches – the development of the services, routes, carriages, etc. and the
relationship of postal transport to the more general, horse-drawn services for passengers and freight.
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THE PRIVATE POSTAL STATIONERY CARDS OF THE FIRM A. FRANCKE IN BERNE PART II
ULRICH FEHLMANN
Parts I and II of this article were first published in 'Der Ganzsachensammler' in Nos. 108 (December 2014) and 113
(June 2016) respectively. Part I was published in our Newsletter in November 2016. The Society thanks Herr
Fehlmann and the SGSSV for enabling us to publish the article and Eric Lienhard for his work on translation.

Fig. 1: Tubeli cover LITH-2 Specimen (Auction Feldmann 2013).

Fig. 2: PK9 cancelled 11.V.76 with stamp Dalp.

In edition No. 108 of the SGSSV's magazine, there appears an article concerning postal stationery of the Bernese
firm Francke. Since then many more postal stationery items and documents have been found, which justify a
supplement, even though the subject “Francke and Postal Stationery” is certainly not yet closed.
As described in the article, Johann Felix Dalp founded a publishing house and book shop in 1831 in Berne. After
the unexpected death of Dalp the firm went to Karl Schmid in 1851 and in 1902 to his son-in-law Alexander
Francke. After Francke's death Carl Emil Lang took over in 1925 and later Carl Ludwig Lang, until finally the two
parts of the firm were split and sold.
The first known postal stationery of the firm Zu 9, which had a lithographic print ‘DALP’SCHE BUCHHANDLUNG
BERN’ applied. This cover, listed in the Zumstein postal stationery catalogue, presumably exists only as a trial print
without watermark and specimen added. The only example known to me was offered by Feldmann in Geneva in
2013 in the December auction and sold for Fr.600.- (Fig. 1 above).
The firm used various postcards for their correspondence. There exist several Sender rubber cancels. The earliest
card from Bookshop and Publisher is a 10c (foreign rate) of 1876 with the cancel ‘Libraire Dalp Bern’ (Fig. 2
above). Possibly the first Swiss postcards with the firm's cancel may also be found.

Fig. 3: Front (left) and back of PK12 with 10c numeral stamp Zu55, PrZD for the bill from the firm J. Dalp'schen Buch- & Kunsthandlung
(K. Schmid) of Bern dated 1.7.82.

From the period up to the beginning of the 20th century, further postcards with the name
Dalp, Schmid or Francke have appeared. On their back a Bill text is printed, the Fir logo is as
yet missing. The cards were in part without additional franking, in part as COD with further
postage. They are the cards Zu12 and 22 (Fig. 3). The lovely logo with the Firtree and the
letters A and F was applied for Alexander Francke on postcards, private postal stationery and
other documents subsequent to him taking over the business in 1902. It is possible that
Balthasar Burkhard, at that time a well-known painter of ‘Jugendstil’, made the woodcut as a
sample for the firm’s logo (Fig. 4).
Fig. 4
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The first postcard with the woodcut logo known to me, is a Zu26 with printing date IX 02, cancelled with postmark
of 11.II.04 (Fig. 5).

Fig. 5: Front (left) and back of PK 26 with PrZD for a bill on the back.

The additional prints exist in various forms:
Francke logo on back, bill printed beside
Francke logo on back, blank beside
Francke logo on address side, woodcut picture of the firm’s building on back
Francke logo on address side, bill printed on back
Francke logo on address side with various addresses, back plain.
Particularly attractive are the picture postal stationery cards, which show a picture of Berne (Fig. 6).

Fig. 6: PK 85.03 with PrZD of the firm Francke, cancelled 12.XII.23.

Unused Francke postcards are rare; only two are known to me, Zu52 and Zu68, both without printing on the back.
Some Francke cards were used by private persons. Alexander Francke himself and his family wrote several Francke
cards with family messages to the daughter residing in Le Locle (Fig. 7).

Fig. 7: Front (left) and back of PK77 with Francke PrZD, used by Alexander Francke for a private message, cancelled 4.XII.23.

The firm A. Francke had the logo printed on other office documents; I know of envelopes, letter sheets, order
forms, bill cards and box lids. A fascinating research area are the Francke Private Postal Stationery items. This
collecting area can only conclusively be dealt with, after publication of the handbook on Private Postal Stationery.
n.b. An updated table of the cards with Francke printing so far known to Herr Fehlmann will be published in
edition No. 115 (Spring 2017) of 'Der Ganzsachensammler'. (Editor)
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AN IMPORTANT EVENT FOR U.N. COLLECTORS
The United Nations Philatelists, Inc. (UNPI) with the American Philatelic Society (APS) is holding a one-time,
special World Series of Philately (WSP) exhibition devoted to United Nations (U.N.) philately at the APS's
headquarters in the American Philatelic Centre in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, U.S.A. on 27 th and 28th October, 2017.
This exhibition, UNExpo17, will: “showcase the broad cultural and historically rich scope of U.N. philately. Included
are: Forerunners to international organisation; the League of Nations; U.N. offices in New York, Geneva, and
Vienna; U.N. agencies and associated organisations worldwide; and/or U.N.-related theme exhibits in more than
100 frames (1,600 pages). The unparalleled quality and diversity of the exhibits displayed is sure to be a highlight
for anyone interested in U.N. Philately.” During the event there will be a UNPI club meeting with U.N.- related
presentations by UNPI members and a 20 dealer bourse with specialised U.N. material
U.N. collectors are invited to enter their U.N.-related exhibits in the competition or submit non-competitive
frames for display only. Competitive exhibits will vie for eight levels of awards in this unique APS World Series of
Philately (WSP) national level exhibition. A UNExpo17 website (http://www.unexpo17.com) will shortly be set up
to provide additional information.
The website address of the UN Philatelists club in the USA is www.unpi.com or contact Brandon Clement Junior
email: bclemjr@yahoo.com Since the demise of the British version of the U.N. Collectors society, I am not aware
of any organisation in the U.K. that caters specifically for U.N. collectors. If anyone knows of any group or forum in
the U.K. which aims to fulfil this role, please send the details to the Editor (also the details of any dealers in
Europe with good stocks of U.N. material).
OTHER DISPLAYS AT THE SOUTHERN GROUP'S MEETING IN OCTOBER 2016

RICHARD DONITHORN

Below are short descriptions of those members' displays that it was not possible to fit into the report on this
meeting published in the December edition of the Newsletter:
 Ted Stern presented his 22 sheet collection of Newspaper Wrappers dated from 1871 to 1962 including
examples of the early embossed 2c, 5c and 10c wrappers of varying size and shape, later wrappers
with imprinted Helvetia Bust, embossed Tell Boy and brown and green Edelweis stamps + one or two
firms' private printed wrappers. The PTT subsidised the service until it eventually became unviable.
 Rosalind Ragg showed two interesting Items demonstrating careful study:
3 versions of a postcard of a coach negotiating the Grimsel Pass – the 3 photographs could only have
been taken seconds apart evidenced by minor differences in the position of the whip and horses' heads.
Her godmother's membership card (1953 - 68) of the Swiss Womens' Alpine Club (Vevey branch) – the
club's 50th anniversary was celebrated on a stamp in 1986.
 Richard Donithorn displayed some of his items on the theme: 'Art and Architecture' – Albert Anker – PJ
1957 postcard set in envelope, his heimat pictorial cancel and two Swiss stamps featuring more of his
artwork. Charles-Édouard Jeanneret (Le Corbusier) – Swiss Portrait stamp plus his building designs on
French, Indian and UN stamps, cancels and postcards. NHORA flight souvenir card showing the planned
grid-iron layout of his birthplace: La Chaux de Fonds (UNESCO World Heritage site). Also the PTT's folio
of 10 prints to commemorate the Centenary of Swiss Stamps and various types of so-called 'Maxicards' including First Day Cards produced by the PTT, the Pro Juventute Foundation, commercial stamp
dealers and, perhaps, the “purest versions” by private collectors; plus PTT “Promotional Stamp Cards”,
PTT Stamp Day cards and Stamp Exhibition souvenir cards.
 Don Symonds showed the the P.T.T. Museum's attractive set of coloured postcards entitled 'Switzerland
at the Time of the Mailcoach' depicting coaches, alpine passes, hostelries and town gate-houses.
 Mike Sharp presented his research findings on variations in the 10c blue Strubli (the subject of a future
article) and Bob Medland produced his latest postage due acquisition – which indicated that the
recipient had been required to pay two sets of postage due charges.
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FERNEY OR FERNEX?

BOB MEDLAND

Reference the article by Fred Hoadley in the December issue of the HPS Newsletter (Page 118). Fred has received
two interesting responses to his query: Bob Medland wrote: “It occurs to me that possibly the ‘Fernex’ cachets
were provided by the Swiss/Geneva/Vaud postal administration for use in the exchange offices. I recall (vaguely)
that other cancellers or cachets were supplied by the Swiss for use in French exchange offices. If so, then the Swiss
may not have caught up with the change of spelling – or may even have been plain awkward(!) and stuck with the
spelling that they recognised.”
On the other hand, Jean Voruz wrote: “Ferney was, and still is, the French town nearest to Geneva. The French
established an exchange office there in 1815 where it remained until the arrival of the railway in Geneva in 1858.
Postmarks applied by the exchange office at Ferney were spelt FERNEY or FERNEX (the last letter is silent in both
cases), for no other reason than because both spellings of the town name were used during the 19 th century. The
handstamps were made in France, possibly in Paris but they may also have been manufactured locally.”
THE AHPS's ANNUAL CONVENTION is taking place in St. Louis, MO, U.S.A. from 31 st March to 2nd April 2017 – the
same weekend as our own Annual National Meeting. I am informed by our colleagues across the “Pond” that if
any of our members are prepared to make the long trip they would be made very welcome. The Convention will
take place in tandem with the St. Louis Stamp Expo. The AHPS will be holding a number of events, including a
Society social dinner, “show and tell” and swap sessions and a variety of talks/presentations (guest exhibits would
be welcomed for display at these sessions). Hotel reservations for the event can be made through the show
website: www.stlouisstampexpo.org Further details on the AHPS's events and reservations for their social dinner
can be obtained through Mike Peter at email: mpeter@elpacocoatings.com
RÖLLI's 59th AUCTION IN FEBRUARY 2017 - we have just received a copy of the catalogues for Rölli's next Auction
of over 2,000 Swiss items on 16 th and 17th February 2017 in Lucerne. They are published on Philasearch, where you
will find the details of each auction lot and where you can place your prebids or bid live. Items for sale include “a
fantastic collection of Rayon stamps and covers, a fine selection of Soldier Stamps and beautiful Postal History
covers”. If you have any questions, contact them on: Tel +41 (0)41 226 02 02 ; website: www.roelli-auktionen.ch
CORINPHILA AUKTION AG - we have received the list of prices realised at their auctions which took place in Z ürich
in November 2016. They describe them as “sensational”, the “boldest expectations of realisations were exceeded”
with “impressive demand across all collecting areas ….... exceptional situation in the market. Whoever thinks
about selling should no longer hesitate.” They also report a “record participation of online live bidders who
actively took part in the auction from their homes. Almost 40% of successful realisations resulted from 'live'
bidding on the Internet from all over the world.”
PLATING THE STANDING HELVETIAS
EDITOR
For anyone contemplating plate reconstruction, there is a very useful 7+ page, 2-part article in the September
and November 2016 editions of the AHPS's 'Tell' (in this case, on the Standing Helvetias). It is by Wim Jacobi and
first appeared in Dutch in the journal 'Jungfraupost'. Among the tips on what you need, Wim suggests: “firstly
obtain a copy of Pierre Guinand's handbook 'Stehende Helvetia 1882-1907'(Zumstein & Cie 1982); accumulate
many stamps to sift through as the important plate errors or retouches are difficult to find; have patience,
persistence, good eyesight, good resources and a magnifying glass with a factor of 15 or 20x! There are several
other books on the subject to help you, should you feel the urge.” An ideal project for this New Year, may be?

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History



Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

 Liechtenstein also available.
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