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THE BEAUTIES OF SWITZERLAND IN THE POST                                                                                                              EDITOR

As mentioned last November, this is a particularly good year for philatelists who love castles – in Switzerland and
further afield. The 2017 Pro Patria pair feature beautiful photographs of Visconti Castle in Locarno and Oberhofen
Castle on the shores of Lake Thun (top row left above); only to be surpassed by the crystal-clear images of the
three castles guarding Bellinzona – Sasso Corbaro, Montebello and Castelgrande on the Swiss Europa pair (right).
Good luck if you intend to collect all the castles in the full Europa (both EU and non-EU countries) issue this year!
They include Liechtenstein's Schloss Vaduz and Burg Gutenburg in Balzers.  n.b. the castles of Bellinzona have
previously  appeared  on  Z1097  celebrating  their  UNESCO  World  Heritage  status,  Pro  Patria  173  featuring
Montebello and a soldier stamp (lower row above); also on Pro Juventute card No. 8 and the card promoting the
1983 Stamp Day. 

In March 2015 we published an article on the works of the Swiss stamp designer Bernadette Baltis.  She has
recently been commissioned yet again by SwissPost to produce, what I calculate to be her 46th, 47th, 48th, and
49th stamps. Like her tryptich of the Eiger, Mönch and Jungfrau (Z1202-1204), they make up a panorama of a well-
known mountain range – in this case the 'Churfirsten' – see above. The striking horizontal geological strata can be
seen extremely clearly and the impressive mountain peaks and the picture as a whole appear to be in 3D. This
effect is created by Mrs. Baltis's special working methods. Her design is based on more than a dozen photographs
which were combined to form a collage and painstakingly reworked by hand using coloured pencils, leaving out
insignificant elements and highlighting key details. SwissPost states that “the result can best be described as a
drawing”. In strip form, the issue also provides specialists in se-tenant pairs with three very attractive additions to
their collection.

The Society is grateful to Swiss Post for enabling it to reproduce illustrations of their products.

 
HELV  PHIL  SOC  NEWSL.  70th year  No. 6  pp 51 - 60  London  June  2017 UDC 656.835(494); ISSN 0951– 0001  

mailto:secretary@swiss-mail.co.uk


Page 52        HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER        June 2017

“Mit L.Z. 127 DÜBENDORF-DANZIG” - A DETOUR ON THE WAY TO LUPOSTA                                       GILES DU BOULAY
Giles is the Editor of the journal of the 'Danzig Study Group of the UK' and we thank him for allowing us to publish
this article in our Newsletter.

As a specialist Danzig collector, it has long been my contention that the International Airmail Exhibition – Luposta–
held in Danzig from Saturday 23rd to Sunday 31st July 1932 was the greatest airmail exhibition ever held. My
bestowal of this accolade largely, but not exclusively, derives from the unprecedented double visit to a primarily
philatelic event by the airship Graf Zeppelin. That double visit, at a cost of 38,000 Marks to the organisers, was
scheduled as a sensational culminating attraction for the last day of Luposta. The original idea in Danzig was that
the airship might make a first visit  on the 24th July and another on the last day. It was subsequently agreed,
however, that instead she should arrive at 08.00 on 31st July, set off at 09.00 to make a round trip and mail drop
over  the  Danish  island  of  Bornholm  in  the  Baltic  Sea,  come  back  to  Danzig  at  18.00,  then  return  to
Friedrichshafen. 

As can be imagined the planning and preparations for this extraordinary coup by the organisers were detailed and
thorough; not least because various departments of the German and Free City of Danzig governments were fully
involved. There were matters of protocol to be considered in terms of avoidance of the Polish ‘corridor’ on the
flights and the mail drop over Danish territory. Furthermore there were opportunities to link the visit with other
stage-managed events to gain maximum publicity for Germany. Timing was of the essence. 

Another major event, however – the 3rd International Airshow in Zürich – was also due to take place from 23 rd to
31st July 1932. At some stage, either before, during or after the arrangements for Danzig were made, it was agreed
that the Graf Zeppelin should visit the Swiss airshow during the evening of Saturday 30 th July at the new civil
airfield at Dübendorf near Zürich. No doubt the extra time needed to allow arrival in Danzig afterwards at the
appointed hour, was duly factored into the departure time from Friedrichshafen.

Below is a spectacular registered picture postcard sent on the outward flight to Danzig Luposta.

 
The card was despatched on 22nd July 1932 at Jungfraujoch, described in the cancel as being 3,457 metres above
sea level, and bears a registration label from Eigergletscher, a station lower down on the mountain railway which
runs up to Jungfraujoch station, said to be the highest in Europe. On the picture side (a Swiss alpine scene) there
is a slightly smudged strike of the Danzig 5 ‘Kur and Seebäder’ special postmark dated 31.7.32 and timed 9-10, as
normally applied to the mail which arrived on the outward flight to Luposta.

Of  particular  note  is  that  the  card  was  endorsed  by  the  sender  with  the  routing  instruction  “Mit  L.Z.  127
Dübendorf-Danzig”  and  indeed  it  was  first  sent  to  Zürich  airport,  which  would  have  been  the  airport  at
Dübendorf, on 23rd July. That routing instruction, however, implies that the sender expected that the card would
be taken on board the airship at Dübendorf for the onward flight to Danzig. That sender, moreover, identified
himself as none other than ‘Thasler, Friedrichshafen’. Albert Thasler was a crewman mechanic on board the Graf
Zeppelin on the flight to Danzig. Flight 259 (the one-day ‘ADAC-Fahrt’ in Switzerland) of the airship took place on
6th July,  and  flight  260  for  Luposta  was  scheduled  for  30 th July,  so  Herr  Thasler  may  have  been  enjoying  a
mountaineering holiday. 
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From an article in the 'Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung' (SBZ) of 1993, which refers to contemporary newspaper
reports, it appears that no (costly) landing arrangements for the airship were made with the airshow organisers –
although maybe a small number of mail items could have been taken up on board without the airship landing. The
card, however, definitely was not taken on board at Dübendorf, because it is also postmarked at Friedrichshafen,
but why did the card seemingly arrive there so late – sometime between 18.00 and 19.00 on 30 th July ? The airship
was due to depart at 19.30 and started its preparations for ascent at 19.23 ! The answer to that simply is that all
the mail delivered in Friedrichshafen for the Luposta outward trip received that despatch postmark timed ‘18-19’,
so there is no evidence as to when exactly the card physically arrived in Friedrichshafen from Zürich. 

Because of this doubt a number of possibilities come to mind. The first is that the card may have been contrived
by Thasler – after all,  as is well-known, several of the airship’s crewmen delighted in (and profited from) the
special mail items they produced. Could Thasler really have had the card ‘favour cancelled’ both at Jungfraujoch
and Zürich Flugplatz,  then  taken it  back with  him to Friedrichshafen?  The card was  registered,  and  franked
accordingly, and genuinely flown on the outward trip to Luposta. It seems unlikely that even the resourceful Herr
Thasler could have persuaded staff at both Jungfraujoch and Zürich Flugplatz post offices to apply favour cancels
to such a registered item. Another possibility is that Thasler just added the routing instruction spuriously, before
posting, to make the card a more desirable item, but that seems rather a far-fetched explanation. If he had added
the instruction after posting, the card would anyway have been routed straightaway to Romanshorn rather than
to Zürich (see below). Perhaps, and surely more likely, Thasler was indeed aware of a plan to pick up mail at
Dübendorf, and the card may have been held there from 23 rd July in readiness, but a little while later due to
cancellation of the plan, it was forwarded to Romanshorn for Friedrichshafen. 

Dieter Leder has kindly provided some information on the handling of zeppelin mail in the Swiss mail system: 
“...in charge of Swiss Zeppelin mail was the post office at Romanshorn. The original place of origin is usually the
return address, from there the mail was sent under cover to Romanshorn, where the postage was checked and
the stamps were cancelled. The mail was then forwarded from Romanshorn to Friedrichshafen. Accordingly for
the Luposta flights, the mail intended for the Friedrichshafen dispatch was sent to Romanshorn, while all the mail
for the Danzig dispatches (the Bornholm round trip and return flight from Danzig) had to be sent to Zürich,
whence they were flown in airmail  bundles to Danzig.  With regard to the registered card, the postal  service
followed at first the routing instruction, and this clearly said “Mit L.Z. 127 Dübendorf-Danzig”, so they sent it to
Zürich. At Zürich, it must have been realised that there would be no possibility of any mail being taken on board
the airship there. In theory, they could have forwarded this card together with the other mail to Danzig, but there
were two different rates announced: Swiss mail from Romanshorn was 1Fr card (2Fr cover) while zeppelin mail via
Zürich was charged 1.50 Fr/2.50 Fr respectively. So at 1.40 Fr, the card was correctly franked for the Romanshorn
dispatch (1 Fr. zeppelinpostcard + 40 Rappen registration). Based on the franking and on the routing instruction,
they had no choice but to send the item to Romanshorn...”

To add to that, it should be noted that the Swiss stamps on normal Swiss acceptances for the outward flight from
Friedrichshafen to Luposta, were cancelled ‘Romanshorn, 30.VII.32 -12’. Even though the Dübendorf-Danzig card
must have been forwarded to Romanshorn from Zürich, as explained above, it did not receive a Romanshorn
cancel or transit postmark, and this was probably because the stamps had already been cancelled at Jungfraujoch.

Between  them,  the  'SBZ'  article,
another  in  the  'Schweizer  Aero-
Revue'  of  15th  July  1932  and  the
airship’s  flight  log  reveal  a  possible
reason why an original plan to take
mail  on  board  at  Dübendorf  may
have had to be cancelled. We need
to remember here the critical timing
of the arrival in Danzig scheduled for
the  next  morning.  The flight  log  of
the  Graf  Zeppelin  for  the  30th July
records that the airship took off from
Friedrichshafen  at  19.30,  arrived
over  Romanshorn  at  19.39,  then
spent five minutes  (19.56 to 20.00)
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over ‘Batzenheid’ (Bazenheid-Kirchberg). She then proceeded to Zürich,
arriving at 20.25, returned in the direction of Dübendorf, setting course
from  there  at  21.26  for  Danzig,  to  pass  over  Friedrichshafen  again  at
22.09. This round flight from Friedrichshafen to Friedrichshafen (without
relanding) took just over 2½ hours. 

Why did the airship, commanded by Captain Ernst Lehmann, take extra
time taking  a  non-direct  flight  path to  Zürich  and spend five  precious
minutes  over  Bazenheid,  a  village  near  Wil,  broadly  halfway  between
Friedrichshafen and Dübendorf  ?  The village was the birthplace of  the
celebrated  pioneer  balloonist  and  aerial  photographer  Kapitän  Eduard
Spelterini. The ‘Captain’ was born as Eduard Schweizer on 2nd June 1852
but he adopted the name Spelterini  in his  late teens whilst training in
Milan and Paris to be an opera singer, an ambition cut short by a severe
bout of pneumonia. He found work in Paris as a meteorological balloon
pilot,  then  went  on  to  acquire  his  own  free-flight  balloon,  which  he
named 'Urania',  and in which he offered people rides and took part in
acrobatic  displays.  His  flair  for  publicity  and  ever  more  adventurous
flights, for example across the Alps many times, in Egypt and South Africa,
brought him considerable fame and fortune. The First World War put paid
to Spelterini’s successful career and in his retirement afterwards also to

his savings, and he died in Zipf, Austria on 16th June 1931 in relative obscurity. The people of Bazenheid-Kirchberg
and  members  of  the  ‘Säntis’  section  of  the  Swiss  Aero  Club  and  other  aero-enthusiasts,  however,  had  not
forgotten their local hero. They decided to hold a week-long festival in the village beginning on 31 st July 1932 to
honour his memory and to celebrate the 80th birthday the 'Captain' would himself have celebrated had he lived.

It is said that Spelterini and Graf Ferdinand von Zeppelin had once flown together in ‘Urania’ and it is known that
they had collaborated closely on a number of technical ballooning matters over several years.

The mid-July 1932 issue of the 'Schweizer Aero Revue' carried advance notices about both the 3rd International
Airshow and the Spelterini festival, but neither includes any mention of a planned visit by the Graf Zeppelin to
Bazenheid. Any plan for the Graf Zeppelin to pay her respects to Spelterini known about before the journal went
to press would surely have been especially noteworthy. This suggests that either Dr. Hugo Eckener, who was
originally rostered to command the airship on the Luposta flights or Captain Lehmann heard about the festival
shortly before it was due to take place. Moreover one of the Fahrgäste on board both the outward and return
flights was the Gräfin Hella von Brandenstein-Zeppelin, daughter of the Count. Clearly this presented a wonderful
opportunity to honour the long association between the ballooning pioneers Graf von Zeppelin and Spelterini. An
account  of  the airship’s  arrival  over  the  village appeared in  the Bodensee-Zeitung  of  1 st August  1932  which
described how, to the sound of male voice choirs from the communities of Bazenheid and Kirchberg, a monument
to Spelterini was consecrated with banners, whilst the Graf Zeppelin manoeuvered overhead.

One can theorise  therefore,  that  this  spontaneous,  honorary  act  of  homage to Spelterini  was probably  only
arranged a few days beforehand and that it must have been realised that it would take time out of what was
already a tight schedule. Perhaps it was then decided that the idea of a mail pick-up at Dübendorf was put out of
the question – a pick-up which by all accounts had not been much publicised anyway. The card shown on Page 59
is one of only two known to Dieter Leder, and the author with the routing instruction “Mit L.Z. 127 Dübendorf-
Danzig”.  The  other  is  in  the  collection  of  Ronny  van
Waardhuizen.

The  tight  schedule  was  further  compromised  over
Dübendorf by unfavourable winds, apparently cutting short
some  of  the  planned  manoeuvres.  Nevertheless,  in  the
gathering darkness the airship made a low-level approach to
the airfield and a slow descent illuminated by searchlights.
What surely must have been a magnificent sight can hardly
be done justice  by  the black  and white  photograph from
'SBZ'  reproduced  here.  Surprisingly,  despite  the  awesome
spectacle, contemporary reports relate how the 30-40,000 
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spectators who had flocked to the airfield that balmy evening were disappointed that the airship did not stay
longer than she did. The Graf Zeppelin soon hastened away towards Friedrichshafen and on to the airfield at
Danzig-Langfuhr where she in fact landed the next morning 15 minutes late.

As a postscript, there is one other connection between the 3 rd International Airshow at Zürich and Luposta at
Danzig.  One of  the competitions  held  at  Dübendorf,  on probably  the 25 th July,  was for  acrobatic  flying.  The
competition was won by the German wartime flying ace and stunt pilot Gerhard Fieseler with 99 points in the
biplane of his own design ‘F2 Tiger’. His protégé the aviatrix Vera von Bissing came sixth with 71 points in a Raab
Katzenstein biplane ‘Schwalbe’ (also of Fieseler’s design). Both these pilots had also entertained the crowds with
acrobatic flying just a day earlier, Sunday the 24th, at a Großflugtag at Danzig-Langfuhr airfield as part of the
opening events on the second day of Luposta– the greatest airmail exhibition ever held. 

The card shown above was sent from Zürich on 27.7.32 originally endorsed with the routing instruction “Mit
Luftschiff Graf Zeppelin ab Zürich-Dübendorf via Danzigfahrt 1932” changed to read “..ab...Danzig Rückfahrt nach
Friedrichshafen”. It appears that on 27.7.32 it was already known at Zürich that the airship would not take mail on
board  there,  so  the  card  was  forwarded  to  Danzig  to  be  sent  on  the  return  flight  from  Luposta  back  to
Friedrichshafen. There are no postal markings on the back. (Collection: Ronny van Waardhuizen.)

Sources: 
Copies of correspondence in 1932 between Danziger Verkehrszentrale e.V., Danzig; Reichsverkehrsministerium, Berlin; Dr. ing. 
e.h.Hugo Eckener, Luftschiffbau Zeppelin G.m.b.H., Friedrichshafen; Luftschiffbau Zeppelin G.m.b.H., Verkehrs-Abteilung, Berlin; 
Reichsaussenmininster Freiherr von Neurath, Berlin; Der Reichsminister der Finanzen, Berlin; Deutsche Generalkonsulat, Danzig; 
Danziger Luftfahrtverein e.V. im DDLV; Motorausschuß des DLV, Berlin. 
Flight log: Luftschiff “Graf Zeppelin” 260. Fahrt 
'Die Internationale Luftpostausstellung Danzig Luposta 1932', Hans Georg Mencke, Dortmund, 1984 
'Schweizer Aero Revue', 1932 
'Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung', 3/1993 
Wikipedia 

       'Zeppelin Post Katalog', 22. Auflage 2001, Sieger-Verlag, Lorch.

With thanks to Dieter Leder and to Ronny van Waardhuizen. The above article has been previously published in both the 'Zeppelin Post
Journal' Vol.4 No.4 (Winter 2010) and 'The Danzig Philatelist' No. 17 (Spring 2011).
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PP CANCELS FOR 'COLLECTIVE', PRE-PAID POSTINGS                                                                        GIOVANNI BALIMANN

There have been very few articles in our Newsletter on postal delivery innovations, particularly those in recent
times. I am hoping to rectify this in the coming months. One very useful source of information on the subject is the
series of short articles published in the SVPS/Swiss Cancellation Collectors' Society's 50th Anniversary edition of
their journal, the 'Poststempelsammler', in 2009. Hopefully, this translated article will be the first of many. We
would like to thank the author, Giovanni Balimann, and the Society for enabling us to publish it in our Newsletter
and Eric Lienhard for his work on translation (Editor).

PP stands for Postage Paid; corresponding cancels are known since C19th. However, this article is not about these
early markings, but about the cancel introduced on 1st January 1911, for large number postings of like items. In
Postal Administration Order No. 90 of 19th December 1910 the following was decreed (extract): 

“1)……the collective franking……is permissible for printed matter, providing at least 200 items are submitted
at the same time….. 

2) For the collective to be franked items, the sender must fill  out form (No.225). On this form the total
number of items and the total cost of the postage is to be entered…. And on this form the total amount of
postage is to be paid in higher denomination postage stamps. The individual collective posting items must
therefore not have stamps applied. 

3) The collective posted items are to have a PP cancel applied by the despatch office. Printed matter items
with this PP cancel are to be treated as correctly franked items within Switzerland. If such a posting is to go
abroad, it is to be additionally taxed, whereby the PP cancel is to be considered the full Swiss tax and to be
noted in numbers beside the PP mark, the items in question must also carry a date stamp. 

6) For collective franking, all Post Bureaux I. and II. Class, and the larger III. Class Bureaux designated by
District Directorate are envisaged….. “

According to the list of Post Offices in Switzerland at that time, at the beginning of
1911,  322  Post  Offices  I.  and  II.  Class  (including  sub  offices)  had  received  the
octagonal  cancellers  (see  illustration  left);  Zürich  1  alone  later  also  received  a
slightly  larger canceller with location (see illustration n.b.  this  is  a new finding).
They were used together with Date-, Temporary- Relief-, Publicity-, Special-, Mobile
Post Office- and even Slogan- cancels. The cancellers can still be found in some Post

Offices, although they are rarely used. 

In the Post Office instructions no mention was made, as to which colour was to be used for the PP cancellations.
The nearest to hand and thus presumably black would be used. From some Post Offices other colours are known,
e.g. red and violet in the case of Saxon in the Valais. 

This procedure,  which was chosen initially, was not exactly rational since every item had to have two different
cancellations applied. It is not surprising therefore, that shortly thereafter with Postal Administration Order No.
16, of 1st February 1911, a new cancellation type was announced (extract): 

“6) A new type of canceller will be produced, which will contain, besides the name of the office, also the
date and the letters PP. Cancellers of this type must only be used for cancelling collective printed matter and
samples…..”

In the publication ‘The Evolution of the Collective Cash Franking since its Introduction in Switzerland in 1911 until
1997’, published in 2000 by Consilium Philatilae Helveticae, there is a Type Listing of these PP Date Cancels; it
covers in total 10 types, from which a selection to show their variety is shown below: 
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In the year of introduction of collective franking, the first cancelling machine underwent operational trials in Bern
1, it  therefore seemed obvious to use corresponding cancels.  First analogous to PP cancels,  PP Crowns were
engraved (below left) ; soon thereafter PP Flag cancels (below right) were also manufactured, which could be used
(in place of Line- or Post Office Slogans) together with the normal Crowns (without PP): 

With the abolition of the duty of paying the total cost of franking in stamps on the form, in 1921 the ‘collective
franking’ was replaced with the still in use ‘Cash Payment’. 

In December 1930 the first PP handroll canceller was delivered; this and the later versions served to cancel parcels
or large, thick and uneven letters. This type of cancel also had a variety of forms – see examples shown below: 

In June 1944, for the first time, a PP supplementary canceller was delivered, capable
of being fixed onto ordinary date cancellers; thus for small offices without PP date
cancellers, having to use two cancellers was no longer necessary  (see illustrations
left). 

From 1st January 1928 to 31st December 1946 a reduced charge of 3c instead of 5c
was allowed for 50 similar printed matter items; these items had to be franked with

cash payment applied. However this ruling was not always adhered to, therefore from May 1935, with the official
order No. 65, the following procedures for collective sendings were allowed: 

“Contrary to regulations some Post Offices have, when printed matter items at the reduced rate were,
erroneously or in ignorance, franked with stamps, nevertheless accepted them and applied the PP date
cancel, to differentiate them from ordinary mail. In consideration of this, this procedure in such cases, and
exceptionally if the sender wishes to use stamps, is declared permissible.” 

From 1947 on, all stamps with PP cancels, are due to a mistake by the official. Additional PP-, PP Date- and PP
Roller- cancels as well as PP Slogan- cancels for cancelling machines continue in use, but are found less often,
because these days the PP Franking Notation is mostly applied by the sender.

HPS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2017                                                                                                                          EDITOR
Are you thinking of relaxing and basking in the joys of the Society's Annual National Meeting next year? Our event

organisers  always  choose  a  beautiful  setting  as  this
photograph  taken  by  Bob  Medland  shows.  The  idyllic
canalside scene was just a short stroll away at the bottom
of the sloping lawns of the Stonehouse Court Hotel which
was  the  venue  for  the  2017  Meeting.  Despite  such
distractions,  we  were  able  to  conduct  some  “philatelic
business”.  The Minutes  of  the Annual  General  Meeting
are  attached  or  enclosed  with  this  edition  of  your
Newsletter for your information. Our Secretary suggests
that you should retain them for next year’s AGM!
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THE EARLY POSTAL HISTORY OF THE INTERLAKEN OBERHASLI AREA (CANTON OF BERN) 1813-1883       MIKE SHARP

Mike won the Moore Trophy for Postal History with his display at Stonehouse last May and is due to present it in
full at the next meeting of the Society's Southern Region Group on 3 rd June. We thought readers might like to get a
brief flavour of the exhibit, including a sight of one or two choice items.(Editor)

A family association with Unterseen and past alpine exploration of the region precipitated Mike's interest in the
local postal history of this area. The 16 sheet display begins in 1813 illustrated with a scarce 'Rte. Thun u Interl'
mark on a single-sheet letter to the father of Jeremias Gottelf (see above). This mark was used from 1812 to 1829
and referred to the postal route between Interlaken and Thun via Merligen, Gunten and Oberhofen. The letter
would have been carried by the commercial Fischer postal service which had resumed following its cessation
during the period of the Helvetic Republic after the abandonment of the brief nationalised service. The Fischer
Post continued to operate until new cantonal provisions were made in 1832.Ref.'Postroutenstempel derSchweiz' M.Gasser 

Several postmarks used at Unterseen are encountered during the study period. The illustration above left shows a
page from the winning display featuring some interesting examples. Of note is the Black 'P' used on some  Rayon
stamps; and the early small double-ring circular postmark with the Bern coat of arms at its base. The coat of arms
was later substituted with a Federal cross in a revised marking.
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Further sheets presented in a chronological order included Rayon and Strubel covers highlighting domestic and
international usage within Europe as well as unstamped and official tariff free mail. Also included was an early
Nachnahme  single sheet letter dated November 1850 (previous page right above).

Amongst international correspondence was a scarce 1855 letter addressed to Celbridge in Ireland. It is a mourning
envelope bearing ZNr. 26AA & 24A correct 55Rp tariff (previous page right below). Another similar 1855 envelope
sent to Montrose Scotland was all  the more remarkable for its contents.  It  contained a lengthy tourist letter
probably written by a clergyman in criss-cross fashion on a thin paper sheet bearing a fine engraving of Interlaken.
Our  member,  Rev.  Kit  Jarman  reckons  that  the  writing  practice  is  reminiscent  of  palimpsest  i.e.  a  very  old
manuscript or piece of writing on which the original writing has been effaced or superimposed.  

The display concluded with an 1853 double weight letter from Unterseen to Nuremberg Bavaria. Tariff correct at
1Fr. bearing a single ZNr. 27C postage stamp.

VARIATIONS IN THE HEIGHT OF THE JUNGFRAUJOCH STATION                                                                 NEVILLE NELDER

This card, dated 19.V.59.  has a circular cancel  for the Jungfraujoch
Station, with its height given as 3,457m. The boxed violet strike gives
the height as 3,454m. Why did the height reduce by 3m, and when
did this occur? And for how long were postal items issued showing
the two different heights? I presume that other members will have
similar postal  items in their collections with this inconsistency, and
which also have a recorded postal date. 

As a secondary puzzle, with which perhaps an American reader can
help me,  the card was sent to an address in New York City which

could not be found (or was it the addressee?), but where would the card have been deposited to survive its
destruction as a ‘homeless’ item? It could not have been returned to the sender. (n.b. If my memory serves me
right the first query has been raised before in the Newsletter – but, Neville's cancelled card provides an excuse to
extract and consider the latest theories on the subject – Editor)

THE HPS AT WORPEX                                                                                                                                            BOB MEDLAND

On 13th May, Mike Sharp and Bob Medland manned a table
for our Society at WORPEX (Worcester Philatelic Society’s
annual  stamp fair)  which  is  always  well-attended.  It  was
good to meet some well-known faces including Ray Clegg
and whilst we didn’t recruit any new members this time it
was good to raise the Society’s profile and we had a full-
page advertisement in the event brochure. During the day
we  struck  up  a  good  rapport  and  new  friendship  with
people  looking  after  a  similar  desk  for  the  Germany  &
Colonies  Philatelic  Society  (GCPS).  An  immediate  benefit
from this has been the fascinating article on the visit of the
Graf Zeppelin to Dubendorf which is set out on Pages 52 to
55 of this edition of the Newsletter.  The photo shows our

members Mike Sharp and Bob Medland (Society Librarian) discussing the merits of Swiss and German/Danzig
philately at WORPEX with (on the green chair) the author of the article Giles du Boulay of the GCPS.
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NEXT REGIONAL MEETINGS
Southern Group – Saturday 3rd June - Alison Kilpatrick, our Packet Secretary, will entertain us with parts of her fine
collection, with particular emphasis on Wartime Censored Mail. We are also lucky in that both Marc Burgess and
Mike Sharp have agreed to show us their winning competition entries from the Annual National Meeting. The
afternoon session is open to short displays from participating members, as usual. Saturday 7 th October – 'A Day of
Members'  Presentations and Q.  and A. Sessions'  – all  welcome. March 2018 – subject  to be determined. All
meetings take place at the “The Three Crowns” P.H. Southampton Road, Whaddon near Salisbury, SP5 3HB, just
off the A36. Room open from 10 am - meeting starts 10.30 am – lunch about 1 pm, followed by afternoon session
– end of meeting no later than 4.00 pm. Further details from Werner Gattiker: – Tel. 01273 845 501; website -
werner@swisstamps.co.uk. 
Northern Group - Details for next season will appear in due course. Contact: David Hope - Tel. 0161 3030091.

CORINPHILA AUKTIONEN AG  -   AN AUCTION IN ZÜRICH  
The next auction of philatelic material from Switzerland and Liechtenstein by Corinphila Auktionen AG takes place
in Zürich on Friday 9th June and Saturday 10th June 2017. They have sent us two catalogues covering 'The Jack
Luder Collection of Altschweiz 1843-1863' (280 lots) and 'Switzerland/Liechtenstein' (1,425 lots) which can be
made available on request (to the Newsletter  Editor)  on a first  come-first  served basis  (postage costs at  the
borrower's expense). Or you can find details on the auctioneer's website – www.corinphila.ch or contact them by
e-mail – info@corinphila.ch Telephone - +41-(0)44-389 91 91 ; Fax +41-(0)44-389 91 95. Auction bids can be made
in person, by post or online via the Internet. 

KIT JARMAN'S SPONSORED WALK                                                                                                                 NORTON WRAGG
Kit completed his 5 mile sponsored walk on Saturday 6th May in a time of 5 hours 47 minutes. He has, so far,
raised over £4,500 to be shared between his two charities – MacMillan Nurses and the Oban Sea Scouts. (Kit has
been their chaplain for many years). I have already received donations from some of our members, but if anyone
else  would like  to  make  a  donation could  they please send it  to  me with  the form included with  the April
newsletter. so that I can pass it on to Kit. He will let us know the final total in due course. This is a magnificent
achievement considering that three years ago he was unable to walk following cancer. 

             Werner  Gattiker 
For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
 Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.

 "Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
           cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

   Liechtenstein also available.
       Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 -  werner@swisstamps.co.uk
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MEMBERS' COLLECTING INTERESTS in SWISS PHILATELY
Last year, on behalf of your Committee, I invited members to express their special interests and expertize
within the whole sphere of Swiss philately. The purpose was, and is, to enable members wanting to venture
into a particular field of interest to make contact with, and talk to, someone who could assist in developing
that interest. 

The fields of interest and list of the members willing to offer help are set out on a separate sheet enclosed or
attached with this Newsletter. You will see that two of the members prefer not to have their contact details
published,  and  so  any  enquiry  to  them  should  be  directed  to  me  in  the  first  instance,  for  onward
transmission. 

Do make good use of this database; it will help you to develop your collection. This is why membership of our
Society can be so valuable.                                                                       Neville Nelder Secretary

mailto:werner@swisstamps.co.uk

