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A UNIQUE CENSOR MARK?

CHARLES LaBLONDE CphH, FRPSL

This article was first published in the May 2016 edition of the AHPS's 'Tell'. The Society is grateful to the author
and the AHPS for their permission to publish it in our Newsletter. It provides further insights into the picture of
Swiss Censorship presented by Alan Johnson in his article published here in July; particularly on the approach to
Internees' Mail. (The author wishes to acknowledge the help he received from Georges Schild and †Reinhard Stutz)

Fig. 1. Letter from an Internee in Büren an der Aare Camp to the Geneva Red Cross (front and reverse). Note that many organisations
helped the internees with their correspondence, in this case the YMCA. It also appears that the internee was in an International
Hospital. Swiss Censor 342 and Type 1 closer tape on reverse.

Switzerland was a little reluctant to establish postal censorship during World War II. With its tradition of
neutrality, privacy and secrecy, Switzerland was just not a very likely candidate to censor the mail. And indeed
Switzerland did not initiate censorship until well into World War II. The necessity for censorship was caused by the
thousands of Polish and other refugees who descended upon Switzerland from early 1940 onward. There was a
certain amount of agitation in the various internment camps and that worried the Swiss.
Censorship in Switzerland was also justified on the basis of the country’s precarious position with respect to
Germany. The Swiss tried to protect their neutrality while, at the same time, preventing internees in Switzerland
from plotting sabotage in other countries. Also worrying the Swiss were possible mass escapes being organized by
foreign countries via their embassies and legations in Switzerland.
Officially, Swiss censorship started on 26th June 1940. There had been repeated problems in one of the camps with
a radical Communist internee who was spreading propaganda and corresponding directly with Moscow. The
details were specified in a letter from the Swiss Federal Justice and Police Department:
“Further, we have instituted general postal control at all camps. All mail destined for camp occupants will be
delivered to the camp director who has authority to open it. All outgoing mail must be brought unsealed to the
camp director for censorship and transport to the post office. Camp occupants are forbidden to mail anything to
themselves. In order for postal censorship to work it must be carried out by trained and experienced people. This
poses a problem for the camp director who is often too busy to act as censor. For this reason we see a need for all
or part of the censorship to be done by military police i.e. a military policeman will visit each camp one or more
times daily. Kindly make the appropriate arrangements for this.”
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On 8th February 1941 Chief of the Army General Staff, Huber, wrote:
“Beginning 15th February 1941 censorship in the refugee camps will be carried out by the police section of the
territorial militia. The military police are relieved of this function. The same censorship rules will apply as in the
military prison camps.“
Interestingly enough, the communist agitation did not stop immediately. Swiss authorities issued new rules on 1 st
June 1942 forbidding publication of a camp newspaper and abolishing all “leisure time” groups within the camps.
Anyone found in violation of the rules would be immediately returned to his/her country of origin. The problems
stopped.
Censorship was never very popular in Switzerland, largely because it slowed the mail and because many agencies
of the Swiss government never clearly understood the potential value of information obtained via the censorship
process. Fig. 1 (previous page) shows a typical example of normal WW II Swiss censorship.
The Swiss censorship office was located in an old cavalry barracks in Bern/Bollwerk and was controlled by the
Swiss Army Department of Information. All internee mail was required to transit this office.
Most collectors of Swiss WW II mail are familiar with the censorship markings and labels used in the country.
Censor numbers consisted of three purple digits. Closer tapes were black and white (and a very rare brown
variation) with the Swiss coat of arms and three languages.
Schild reports that an average of 60% of the required mail was actually censored and that this number could go as
low as 25% when staff was short. Most of the mail from the numerous internee camps to the Geneva Red Cross
shows no signs of formal censorship.

Fig. 2 Described in the text.

It was in a lot of covers of the type noted above that I found something very different, shown front and back in
Figure 2 above. There are many odd things about the cover:
· The letter has inland postage paid – most camp mail was free.
· The postmark (7.XII.43) is Feldpost23 – not a camp postmark.
· The return address sounds like a private building – not a camp.
· The service that provided the cover was for aid to civilian refugees.
· The censor mark on the back flap had never been previously seen.
I immediately put out a call for help from the Swiss WW II experts and what follows is our story.
Refugees crossing the Swiss border were detained in quarantine for up to three weeks. The quarantine camps
were under the control of the Swiss Territorial Militia from 1942 to 1945. The guards were Swiss troops of the
militia. Refugees could not leave the camps while they were in quarantine. Following the three week quarantine
period the individuals were sent either to a regular civilian camp or to a military camp.
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Postal privileges of the refugees during the quarantine period were severely limited. The Swiss feared that
successful refugees would send information on how they crossed the border to other potential refugees. Refugees
in the camp could write to the Red Cross but no personal mail was allowed. The cover in Fig. 2 was sent by a
refugee in quarantine in Basel.
Visitors to refugees in the camp were also tightly controlled. Figure 3 (below) shows an approved visit application,
signed by the camp commandant.
In Basel, the refugee reception/quarantine camp was located at Elisabethenstrasse 21 (Figure 4). For civilian
refugees in the camp letter postage was not free, even to the Red Cross in Geneva. From 2 nd September 1939 to
23rd June 1945 the handling of the mail at the Basel refugee camp was in the hands of the Swiss military unit
Feldpost 23. The censor mark is “Flüchtlingerslager Basel Stadt” and was probably applied by the commandant of
the installation on the open flap of the letter presented to him by the internee. He then sealed the letter and sent
it on. We see on the front that the Red Cross assigned file number 992 to the case.

Fig. 3. (left) Approval to visit a refugee in the Basel Camp, dated 4 th December 1943 (ex Stutz).
Fig. 4 The Basel Refugee Camp at Elisabethenstrasse 21, photo dated 1938 from Basel Archive, Item 9042 (ex Stutz)

At the time of this writing this is the only known example of this Swiss censor marking. Given the time that the
Basel camp was in operation there should be other examples around. The author would be most grateful for
examples.
NEWS FROM SWISS POST - INTERACTIVE STAMPS
EDITOR
These days, there’s more to stamps than meets the eye. If you download the free Swiss Post-App to your
smartphone, you can now scan all post-2016 stamps. This innovative function, first used for the 2016 Christmas
stamps, provides fascinating, additional information on each individual stamp. For instance, users can find out
more about the stamp theme, be entertained by moving images and enter a competition. For more instructions
refer to Swiss Post's website, the App Store for iOS or Google Play for Android devices. There is also an instruction
video which can be accessed through edition 2/2017 of their journal 'Focus on Stamps' via your mobile phone.
OUR MEMBERS IN PRINT
EDITOR
I forgot to mention in the July edition of the Newsletter that Bob Medland's article on 'Private Perfin Forerunners'
appeared on the front page of the July 2017 edition of the AHPS's 'Tell' – it was previously published in the HPS
Newsletter in July 2016.
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MESSERS HOPE/SLATE/LaBLONDE

Ref. Neville Nelder's query on the Jungfraujoch station/post office's height referred to on cancels and cachets on
page 59 of the June edition of the Newsletter – we have three interesting responses:
David Hope writes:
“I have a postcard posted at the Jungfraujoch with a rectangular cancel showing the new height of 3454 m.
Unfortunately the sender did not write the date on the card and the year on the cancel is not clear but is probably
1949 as the stamp used was the interim 1948 25c. Small Landscape. This seems to suggest that the height was rechecked during the 1940s. However, the odd thing is that the cds for the Jungfraujoch post office was not
corrected until 16th November 1960. Like Neville's card, mine also has the purple cachet with the new height. The
picture on the postcard is black and white and shows the Berghaus before its destruction by fire which I think
confirms a 1940s date. Any postcards with the cds showing 3,457 m along with the purple cachet with the revised
height from the early 1950s will confirm this.”
Derrick Slate writes:
From Wikipedia and other relevant, current websites - “The Jungfrau at 4,158 metres is one of the main summits
of the Bernese Alps, located between the northern canton of Berne and the southern canton of Valais, halfway
between Interlaken and Fiesch.”
“For more than 100 years, the Jungfrau railway has been making its journey to Europe’s highest-altitude railway
station at 3454 metres a.s.l. – right at the heart of the UNESCO heritage site “Swiss Alps Jungfrau-Aletsch”. All
through the year, the cog railway runs steeply up through a tunnel to the Jungfraujoch from Kleine Scheidegg.”
I have the two heights on a number of items in my collection:
 3457m Earliest Federal cancel 27. VIII. 13
 3457m Various cachets (types 6 & 7) and Federal cancels. Last date 11. XI. 46
 3454m Various cachets (types 8 & 11) and 3457 Federal cancels - Earliest 11. I. 48 ; Latest 5. VIII. 58
 3454m Various cachets (types 11 & 12) and 3454 Federal cancels - Earliest 28. VII. 61
 3454m Railway Station cancel 3. IX. 52.
Charles LaBlonde (CPhH, FRPSL) writes:

“I very much enjoyed the Jungfraujoch Station note by Neville Nelder in the June 2017 Newsletter. For a number
of years I had tried to understand the height differences. But the problem was solved by my very dear friend
Michael Rutherfoord in an email dated 15 th July 2010 which I quote here:
“Jungfraujoch. I have got hold of friend Chaperon in Höngg, and he could confirm my feeling with
interesting details. The old height was taken from the old French Napoleonic triangulation system, as used
in all of CH.
In about the 1920s the Swiss Landestropographie took their own measurements based on Marseille mean
sea level to establish their own base with Pierre de Niton in Geneva, which was lower by 2.7m. This became
the new Swiss Standard height. Now this is moving again with the slow rise of sea levels everywhere.”
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A more postal source is the excellent book by Karl Gebert, 'Poststellenchronik Schweiz 1849 - 1999'. On page 129
we learn that the Jungfraujoch Office was opened on 15 th July 1912 at 3457 metres above sea level. Jungfraujoch
3454 metres above sea level opened on 16 th November 1960. To complete the picture all references to height
were removed from the Jungfraujoch postmark on 20 th April 1967.
But the interesting part is this - Neville Nelder's card is dated 19 th May 1959. My card (shown on the previous page
left) is dated 12th August 1957. Something here does not smell right. This does not seem typically “Swiss.” Did the
3457 postmark and the 3454 cachet really coexist for nearly 2 years? (The card shown on the right cancelled on
10th August 1971 shows correctly matching 3454 postmark and cachet.)
Editor - Thankyou to all who responded. More ideas/data welcomed. Can anyone answer Neville's second
question on how the undelivered cover could have avoided destruction?
SYNTHETIC INKS AND THE ZUMSTEIN 27D

JOHN BARRETT

Our very active member from the Deep South of the United States, John Barrett, regularly provides us with some
interesting insights on our hobby. In the February 2016 edition of the Newsletter we published one of his
occasional articles which investigated the use of synthetic, 'aniline' dies in at least one of the printings of the
Zumstein 27D imperf. 1Fr. in the period 1858-1860. He explained that it was particularly difficult to identify which
stamps were from this printing.
Last month John informed me that he had successfully bid at auction for a superb example of a 27D which he is
“convinced was printed with the synthetic ink (Brach had mentioned this already in 2000)”. The stamp was put up
for sale by someone in Belgium. John has been trying to find an easy method of identifying 'synthetic printings' for
the last 10 years! He hopes that this find will help with his research. He now intends
to work with a fellow chemist using a FTIR spectrometer to compare the ink in his
example with some aniline-containing compounds which he knows are bluish in
colour.
The illustrations show: Above - his “new 27D” which is the stamp (with a more
bluish tint) at far RIGHT, on the end of the 2nd row - he wanted to show it in relation
to the other stamps on the same row (which he describes as the 'synthetics'). Right
– John at the recent Gulfpex philatelic event which he reports had “only 25 exhibit
frames, but is steadily improving, unlike many other US clubs. The nearest serious
Swiss collector known to me is in Florida!” He ends his correspondence with this
quote from Oscar Wilde which seems in keeping with John's inquisitive nature:
“Consistency is the last resort of the unimaginative”!
ANOTHER BOOK FOR THE LIBRARY
EDITOR
There is a new book in our Library devoted solely to the Green Postage Dues featuring the Cross of the Federation
with the Jungfrau first issued in 1909/10. Entitled 'Hellblaugrun' by Felix Winterstain it contains a wealth of colour
photographs with short descriptions of each stamp type. Also curious and unusual items including the stamps on
covers and cards and details of the then current postal rates, and cancels. It is printed by Multiprint Verlag GmbH
for the Stamp Dealer Jean-Paul Bach (Die IV Auflage der Schweizer Nachportomarken).
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EDITOR

Further to the report on Eric Lienhard's display at Whaddon in the May 2017 edition of the Newsletter (Page 50).
In case there is a reader who has never come across an illustrated explanation of this “secret messaging system”
here is an example on a postcard. How many different messages can you find relating to a particular stamp
alignment on cards of this type in your possession? Does anyone think that they have the first card of this type,
presumably with the originally intended “messages”?
SOME PHILATELIC ITEMS FOR SALE

BOB MEDLAND

Many members will have known our former Newsletter Editor, the
late Peter Hobbs. On behalf of his widow, Joan, I am selling the
following items from his collection. They are being offered first to
members of the Society at discounted prices (if unsold by the end of
September I will sell them elsewhere):
 ‘Schweiz Abstemplungen’ (Andres & Emmenegger) – this is
the 8-volume loose-leaf catalogue of Swiss postmarks 18431907. A fantastic reference work, difficult to find. (Total
weight c6.5kg.) Offers over £100.
 Zumstein Specialised catalogue. 1992 edition, hardback. It
may be 25 years old but has masses of information on varieties, errors, airmail rates etc. (2.2kg.) £5
 Three folded transport maps of Switzerland: independent VOV/UTP Swiss railways (1997); SBB state
railways (2008 – Kümmerly+Frey); PTT postbus routes with illustrations and scores/explanations of
posthorn tunes (1988); (total 250g). £3.
 Poststellenchronik Schweiz (1999). Detailed catalogue of all Swiss post offices with opening/closure
dates (450g). £3.
 SBK catalogue (2002) (650g). £3.
 Amateur Collector catalogues: 1980 edition (£2); 1996 edition (£3); 2000 - millennium and last edition;
(350g). £3
 Zack – two-part guide to Swiss postal rates (1995). Invaluable reference work, 350g. £10.
 PTT colour list of all postally-valid stamps 1938 onwards. Published 2002 (125g). £4.
 Stanley Gibbons stamp colour key (costs £20 new!), 55g. £4.
 ‘Rollen-marken’ (coil-stamps) catalogue (1976). Scarce (250g). £4.
 ‘Undercover Addresses of WW2’ (1992 revised edition) – paperback reference book. Scarce (125g). £5.
 Beautiful monochrome folded topographic map of Switzerland (1853) mounted on linen (175g). £10.
 5 x AGFA tourism maps/pull-out 1950s guides for Geneva, ‘Six-Passes’, Upper Valais, Lucerne &
Bernese Oberland (450g). £5.
 Pack of PTT playing cards (1983) – for children, see photo (150g). £5.
 Model VW Beetle in PTT colours. Opening doors and pull-back action; boxed. See photo (160g). £5
Nearly all items in very good or excellent condition. Item (2) has a split in the binding. Catalogues are mostly
unmarked. Some of the maps are slightly worn. I will be happy to send scans or photos of the items. If you are
interested please contact Bob Medland librarian@swiss-philately.co.uk or tel. 01761 452959. Please note that the
buyer is to pay my postage costs - and that some items are heavy! Alternatively they can be reserved and
collected from the next ‘Salisbury’ meeting on 7 th October but payment must be sent to me in advance.
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EDITOR/FRED HOADLEY

Introduction
The Royal Philatelic Society London (RPSL) is the oldest philatelic society in the world and was established in 1869
as the Philatelic Society, London. Permission to style itself 'Royal' was granted by His Majesty King Edward VII in
1906. The Royal philatelic tradition has been maintained and today the Society is honoured by the Patronage of
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
A Swiss Display at the 'Royal'
As reported in the April edition of the Newsletter: on Thursday 28th September 2017, Jean Voruz FRPSL, President
of the Consilium Philateliæ Helveticæ, will present a display entitled ‘Geneva Postal Services 1839-1862: From
Cantonal Post to Federal Post’ to the RPSL, at their premises No. 41, Devonshire Place, London W1G 6JY. Patrick
Maselis, President of the RPSL, has invited members of the Helvetia Philatelic Society to attend as guests, to enjoy
this wonderful display of the early Geneva Posts.
Switzerland is not often represented at the 'Royal' and this is a wonderful opportunity to view a world-class
exhibit and discuss the finer points of Geneva Philately with a renowned expert. The main event of the day will be
a 5pm presentation by Jean Voruz, including a 30-minute talk on the subject of his display, which will be available
for viewing in the wall frames from approximately 1pm. Following the presentation everyone will be invited to
enjoy wine and refreshments in the main libraries until 7pm.
Members who are interested in attending this event should please contact Fred Hoadley: email:
fred.hoadley@btinternet.com Tel. 01403 711987 to arrange access for the day. Please note: dress code is
preferably a suit or jacket and tie.
The 5pm presentation will be beamed live around the world via YouTube, and a handout (booklet) will be
available for all attendees at the entrance to the meeting room. A copy of the handout, plus a link to the YouTube
video will also appear on the RPSL website from the following day.
Swiss Material in the 'RPSL's Archives
Coincidentally the Editor of 'Tell', George Struble, recently sought information from the Curator of the RPSL's
Museum and Archive of Philatelic History. He was informed that the Archive holds a number of items relating to
Swiss Philately including:
Switzerland exhibition material 1893-1914, including Zürich 1893
NABA ZÜRI 84 video cassette of the Parade with letter from Dr Teddy Dahinden
Switzerland exhibition memorabilia including certificates of awards, 1948-1985
Papers and correspondence relating to 'Philatelisten-Club St Gallen', 1888
Engraved portrait of Pestalozzi
Philatelic studies research notes on Swiss stamps of Mrs. Alma Lee (former President of the HPS)
Bound exhibit of Philatelic Studies associated with European territories: Switzerland – Transit Marks of
Switzerland by Mrs. J. Rawnsley, 1992 (former Secretary and Newsletter Editor of the HPS)
Foreign dealer's correspondence ref. M. Galvez catalogue, 1944
Foreign dealer's records, Zumstein & Cie., 1927
Foreign dealer's records, Luder-Edelmann & Co., 1925-1927
Papers and photographs relating to the celebration in 2002-2003 of Swiss-British Postal and Philatelic Relations
– a joint event with the Swiss Embassy.
Visits to the Museum and Archive are by appointment only. The Museum is located in Marylebone and full details
regarding the Society and how to find the Museum can be accessed through its website:
http://www.rpsl.org.uk/home.asp.
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Fred Hoadley also comments: "The Museum forms a fascinating component of the RPSL organisation, and will be
of great benefit to the true philatelist, i.e. one who enjoys viewing materials relating to postal administrations,
printing, exhibitions, philatelic accessories, etc., together with the records of the RPSL itself and of the Perkins
Bacon printing company and a vast collection of papers and research notes."
The RPSL's Anniversary Celebrations
And finally - The RPSL will celebrate its 150 th Anniversary in 2019, including its only international exhibition,
'Stockholmia 2019', which will be held in Stockholm from 29 th May to 2nd June 2019. The exhibition will present a
variety of collections of stamps and postal history from all over the world, exhibited by the most advanced
philatelists and collectors worldwide and the Society will display unique collections and pieces from its museum
and archives. The exhibition will comprise 2,000 frames (competitive philatelic classes as well as non-competitive
exhibits) for display, and is open to all RPSL members worldwide. No pre-qualification will be required as all RPSL
members are automatically qualified. New members are welcome to the Society. n.b. Details of their Anniversary
events in the UK will appear on their website.
RÖLLI AUCTION

CHRISTIAN HOLLING

The 60th International Rölli Auction takes place on 14th and 15th September here in Lucerne. We are proud to offer
the interesting and fantastic Swiss stamp collection of the late expert Hans Hunziker. The specific feature is that
the whole proceeds will be donated to the Basel Zoo. One highlight is a beautiful Basel Dove on cover (left below).

Furthermore there are some rarities of Swiss Cantonal Stamps, especially proofs of the Rayon (right above) and
Strubel stamps and a strip of 5 Zürich 6 stamps. In addition to that we are happy to offer a collection of Rayonpairs and a phenomenal collection of UPU-stamps. Moreover there are some interesting airmail covers, like a
cover of the Balloon Flight from Urania to Basel. There is also some good news - since our last auction in February
2017 we are going to offer a wide selection of national and international coins.
INFORMATION REQUEST

EDITOR/BOB BROWN

Our member Bob Brown has a keen interest in Private Railways and TPO Mail. He would like some help in finding
additional information on the following private railways: the MOB(Montreux-Oberland-Bernois); AOMC(AigleOllon-Monthey-Champéry); BVB(Bex-Villars-Bretaye); ASD(Aigle-Sépey-Diablerets) and MC(Martigny-Châtelard).
He tried to "Google" the BVB which he thought was the most interesting, but without luck. He reports that
“Wikipedia's page on the BVB doesn't even reflect that the line from Villars to Chesières shut over 50 years ago!”
I have sought ideas from some of our members who are particularly interested in this branch of Swiss Philately
and have come up with the following suggestions from Bob Medland and Fred Hoadley - look at the Society's
Library List and Index of Past Articles in the Newsletter for information on research sources regarding Swiss Private
Railways and TPO Mail (see our Website); and also the Wikipedia website:
en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_railway_companies_in_Switzerland
If anyone has other information which would help Bob please forward it to the Editor for onward transmission.
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SWISS POST'S POLICY ON THEIR SUPPORT FOR CHARITIES

EDITOR

50c surcharges on the charity stamps and Stamp Day miniature sheet issued in 2016, 2017 and 2014 respectively.

In September 2016 Swiss Post issued a stamp with a 50c surcharge for the “victims of compulsory social measures
and forced fostering” and in May 2017 they followed it up with a stamp commemorating the centenary of the Pro
Senectute foundation which assists elderly people, also with a 50c surcharge.
Swiss Post's most recent statement on their issuing policy for “charity/surcharge stamps” was published in edition
2/2017 (Page 4) of 'Focus on Stamps':
“Swiss Post's cultural and social commitments rely on strong networking. Swiss Post not only sees itself as a
sponsor, but also seeks to create genuine added value for the projects it supports. In doing so, both the partners
and society as a whole benefit.
Combining utility and support: By issuing special stamps with surcharge, Swiss Post is making an important
contribution to raising funds for well-established foundations and projects with a cultural or social background,
and in doing so conveys their message to the public at large..........raising awareness and encouraging discussion of
issues. All additional income from these special stamps will be channelled into the emergency aid fund for those
affected.
Little things can have a big impact: A certain amount of money from the sales of stamps with surcharge goes to
the Swiss Post postage stamp fund to promote and support organisations and institutions with cultural and/or
social objectives. Even seemingly small amounts can have a big impact. The postage stamp fund is currently
supporting the following organisations and projects:
 Continuation of the Swiss Human Rights charity's information website service.
 Robinson children's circus
 The Centre for the prevention of sexual exploitation of mentally handicapped young people
 The Swiss Music Archives – collection and research of Swiss pop culture.”
Charity Stamp/Pro Patria and Pro Juventute collectors take note.
Surcharges have also been applied to the annual Stamp Day miniature sheets since 2014. In edition 4/2014 of
'Focus on Stamps' it was stated that the additional revenue would be used to support the Foundation for the
Promotion of Philately. (The Society is grateful to Swiss Post for enabling it to reproduce illustrations of their products.)

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History



Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

 Liechtenstein also available.
Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 - werner@swisstamps.co.uk
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FORTHCOMING REGIONAL GROUP MEETINGS
Southern Group
Saturday 7th October 2017 – 'A Day of Members' Presentations and Q. and A. Sessions' – all welcome. 10 th March
2018 – subject to be determined. The other meetings for the year will take place on 2 nd June and 20th October
2018. The last-mentioned meeting coincides with a large Stamp Fair which is planned to take place in Salisbury on
19th/20th October 2018. All meetings take place at the “The Three Crowns” P.H. Southampton Road, Whaddon
near Salisbury, SP5 3HB, just off the A36. Room open from 10 am - meeting starts 10.30 am – lunch about 1 pm,
followed by afternoon session – end of meeting no later than 4.00 pm. Further details from Werner Gattiker: – Tel.
01273 845 501; website -werner@swisstamps.co.uk.
Northern Group - Details of the programme for the next season will appear in the September edition of the
Newsletter. Contact: David Hope - Tel. 0161 3030091.
WERNER'S TREASURE TROVE
If you are looking for useful information on collecting specialist subjects it is always worth reading the explanatory
footnotes of stamp dealer Werner Gattiker. Many of you will have seen a copy of his latest detailed price list of
'Officials and International Offices'. In case you haven't or have missed his info.-boxes, Werner writes:
“ 'League of Nations and International Labour Offices' – Until 1944 their stamps were not sold to collectors other
than in cancelled-to-order form. Only stamps in stock from 1 st February 1944 onwards could be purchased mint.
All older stamps are extremely scarce in mint condition and come from samples distributed through the UPU to its
member states. They have the same status as Specimen stamps; I do not list them as they are rarely offered on
the market, but can sometimes offer oddments.
Commercially used examples of the stamps of the League of Nations and International Labour Office are normally
heavily cancelled. Certain values are scarce commercially used, others are much more common than the more
attractive CTO stamps.”
Werner's latest 'Treasure Trove' July 2017 contains many interesting offers of single stamps, stamp sets, blocks of
four and a few covers from this specialist area, including a wide range of 'Perfin Crosses'. He quotes prices for
“unchecked” and “expertized (signed)” copies of mint 'Industrial War Economy Department (DI)' stamps, but
cannot guarantee he has them all in stock! - then who can?
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