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MORE FROM THE JUNGFRAU

DERRICK SLATE

Further to his articles in the May 1976, June and December 2010 and January 2017 editions of the Newsletter.
Derrick has long been a collector of all things philatelic and deltiological (postcard collecting) connected with the
Jungfrau and the Jungfrau Railway. In his June 2010 article he recorded some useful heights ref. the Jungfrau:
"Hotel, Restaurant and Post Office – 3457m ; Flag on the Jungfraujoch Plateau – 3475m ; Meteorology
Observatory – 3572m ; Jungfrau – 4158m. Some cards or cancels show differing heights of the various stations:
Eigergletscher – 2323, 2330 or 2360m ; Rothstock – 2324, 2530 or 2550m ; Eigerwand – 2867 or 2868m ; Eismeer
– 3153 or 3161m; and Jungfrajoch – 3454 or 3457m." Below are some souvenir items that he is happy to show us:

Fig. 1 (left) Privately-produced Special Souvenir postcard for the 50 th Anniversary of the Jungfraubahn with Jungfraujoch Registration
label, Jungfraujoch 3454 cancel and two commemorative stamps celebrating the anniversary (an illustrated first day cover for this stamp
was issued on 19th March 1962).
Fig. 2 Reverse of the postcard showing two Jungfraubahn trains at the "Jungfraujoch Station 3454m O.M."

Fig. 3 (left) Souvenir cover of the "Highest Railway and Post Office in Europe" with Jungfraujoch 3454m cancellation (1 st August 1991) on
a Jungfraubahn Anniversary commemorative stamp, a red hand-stamped Post Office vignette 3161 M.ü M. and a relatively rare official
Jungfraujoch railway cancel.
Fig. 4 Souvenir cover for the 75 th Anniversary of the Jungfraubahn (including translation for its legion of Japanese fans) with matching
3801 Kleine Scheidegg 1.8.87. cancel featuring early railway carriages.

Ref. Fig. 3 Derrick explains: "The primary use of private station cancellations was not postal. They are the official
cancellations of Railway Station Officials, intended for use on railway documents. The philatelic purpose of these
hand stamps is to cancel mail posted in station letter boxes in the absence of an ordinary post office collection,
particularly on Saturday afternoons and Sundays when the post offices are closed. The cancelled items are then
forwarded by the station staff to the nearest postal collection centre. Such cancels of this privately operated
railway on ordinary/non-souvenir/commercial mail are relatively rare.”
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POST OFFICE POSTAL STATIONERY WRAPPERS OF SWITZERLAND: AN ANALYSIS OF SUPPLY AND DEMAND AND
POSTAL HISTORY ASPECTS PART I
Dr. JOHN K. COURTIS FRPS
This article was first published in three parts in the March, May and July 2017 editions of the AHPS's 'Tell'. The
Society is grateful to the author and the AHPS for their permission to publish it in our Newsletter.
A fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society of London, Dr. Courtis is a retired professor, Department of Accountancy, at
the City University of Hong Kong; he now lives in Australia. He has studied postal stationery wrappers worldwide,
has systematically developed two large and unique databases of images of wrappers and Internet sales
transactions, and has published over 200 articles on the subject. He can be reached at
acapjajc@friends.cityu.edu.hk
I have fond memories of my visit to Switzerland some considerable years ago. My Australian cousin was married
to the director of a shipping company and it intrigued me how he could operate from a land-locked country. The
tinkle of the cow bells from the hills opposite their place and the cheese fondue restaurant remain as pleasant
memories, in contrast to the embarrassing faux pas at the railway station. Intending to catch the train to Freiburg,
Germany but only to discover it was the platform for the train to Fribourg, Switzerland. The mistake appears not
to have been mine alone for there is a Great Britain wrapper that has made the same mistake regarding the
address, and this is shown as Fig. 1. It is against this background that the post office postal stationery wrappers of
Switzerland are examined.

Fig. 1: GB Wrapper Missent to Freiburg, Germany

Commencing in September 2003, I have developed a database of images of used world-wide wrappers that have
been listed for sale on the Internet auction site eBay. These images have been hand-collected daily and the
database is approaching 50,000 different images. Of these, 2,629 wrappers are from Switzerland and it is this subpopulation that are analysed in this paper as an indicator of the available supply. During the 13+ years of record
keeping it is acknowledged that the wrappers of Switzerland were sold on other Internet sites, by dealers directly
to known collectors, at bourses and by traditional philatelic auction houses. eBay data is used as a proxy of what is
available on the international market.
The eBay market is especially suited to the listing of post office postal stationery wrappers. Sellers are able to
reach collectors in all corners of the internet connected world in a cost-effective manner with a product that has a
modest unit cost. eBay is a transparent market with listing and bid prices, bidder involvement, and ultimate selling
price. There is no buyer commission. At the end of a transaction details can be observed such as the listing price,
the final transaction price, the number of bidders, the disguised identification of the buyer, the name and
geographic location of the seller. All of this information is available transaction-by-transaction, daily, and has been
recorded by the author as a second database since March 2006. There are almost 19,000 sales transactions over
the past 10+ years of which 689 refer to Switzerland and it is these sales that are examined as an indicator of
demand.
Post Office Issues
The first issues sold at the post office on 13 th May 1871 were inscribed with the date 20 3 71. They were printed
by Stämpfli & Co. in Bern. They were issued in sheets of 11 wrappers and were lithographed. Kosniowski notes in
his catalogue (forthcoming 2017) that the 2c brick red and carmine red came in two sizes: a border width of
1.5mm with a 28mm gap between borders and a border length of 144mm; a border of 2.5mm with a 33mm gap
between borders and a border length of 224mm (Higgins & Gage make no such distinction and refer to these as
their catalogue “E” number E1). Also in 1871 there was a 5c brick red and 5c rose (E2) with 20 3 71. within the
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ribbon, plus a series of varieties. The border varies between 1.5mm to 2mm, the gap between 40-42mm, and the
length of the borders between 222mm and 227mm. There are four varieties of E1 and six varieties of E2 but these
are not discernible without recourse to the actual wrappers. Examination of Internet images does not normally
allow accurate measurements such as these. N.B. All the indicia E1- E49 are illustrated on Page 84.
On 1st February 1873, an oval embossed design was issued in 2c rose (E3) and 5c rose (E4). These were produced
in the sizes 357x44mm for the 2c and 357x70mm for the 5c. A year later on 1 st January 1874 the design and sizes
were retained but the values were issued in new colours on wove paper: 2c olive brown (E5) and 5c brown (E6). In
the next year, on 15th August 1875, the design was again retained but the two issues were produced on quadrille
watermarked paper (E7 and E8) which is normally not identifiable from Internet images. The design and sizes
were continued into the 1879 issues on white rough thin paper, a slight colour variation for the 2c being yellow
brown (no H&G “E” numbers were allocated to these issues). In 1883 the same design was issued in a 2c black
(E9) and a 5c carmine (E10). Some 13 years later the 2c black was reissued in a larger width – 361x81mm (E11).
In 1897 there was a new design with the frame surrounding the cross wider above the numeral. The
denominations and colours were unchanged and both were produced in the size 361x81mm (2c black E12 and 5c
red E13). In 1897 the 5c red was changed to 5c green on yellowish paper (E14). Five years later, in 1902, these
were reissued on parchment-like paper (2c E15) and differentiated also with the format of open at the sides (E16)
and open at the top (E16a).
After 34 years, the oval design was replaced by one depicting the son of William Tell. This 1907 issue was printed
on yellow wove paper and the indicium appeared in the upper left of the wrapper. The size of the wrappers was
125x330mm and were issued in the 2c olive yellow (E17) and 5c green (E18). The following year in 1908 these two
issues were printed on cream paper, the indicium still printed in the upper left (E19 and E20). That same year the
location of the indicium was repositioned to the upper right. The 5c green (E21) is extant but the 2c olive green
has no known recorded copy and is not listed in H&G.
In 1908 another new design was produced also depicting the son of William Tell but with embossed printing
showing the bowstring in front of the shaft. The size of 125x330mm was retained and the two denomination 2c
olive brown (E22) and 5c green (E23). One year later the design was modified to show the bowstring behind the
shaft and with other subtle changes – the distance from the top of the indicium to the wording was decreased
fractionally and the shape of the letter E has a shorter middle bar and longer bars top and below (E24 and E25).
A change in postal rates required the issue of an interim wrapper on 1 st February 1915 being the 1903 2c olive
brown overprinted in black 3 Rappen Centimes Centesimi (E26). Later in 1915, a 3c violet (E27) and a 5c green
(E28) were issued in the same design as the 1909 issue. The 1915 issues were produced with indicia 18.2x22.2mm
and in the size 110x330mm, being narrower than the 125mm of the 1909 issue. In the next year, March 1916, the
3c was issued in lilac with a slightly smaller indicium 19x22.5mm (E29). Although it is not possible to differentiate
the indicium size difference from Internet images, the shift from violet to lilac is usually easy to identify. In January
1917 there was another colour change, the 3c being produced in orange brown (E30).
On 1st February 1921 the postal rate increased again and an interim wrapper was necessary. The overprint 5
Rappen Centimes Centesimi appeared on remaining stocks of the 1915 3c violet (E31) and 1916 3c lilac, although
H&G have assigned no catalogue number for the latter. These two overprinted wrappers are scarce – Kosniowski
has no image for the overprint on the lilac and both are valued at £500 for a mint copy of the overprint on the
violet and no recorded value on a used copy; £250 and £700 are valued for a mint/used copy of the overprint on
the 3c lilac. The overprint was also produced on the 1917 3c orange brown issue (E32) – these are more readily
available. The 5c was issued later in 1921 in the slightly different colour red orange (E33).
A new design of a bust of William Tell was issued in 1921, a 10c green (E34). Three years later this and the
previous wrapper were issued with the price beneath the indicium, 5c red orange with bow behind shaft inscribed
Pr. 6 Ct. (E35) and 10c green Tell inscribed Pr. 11 Ct. (E36). The next year the son of William Tell with bow behind
shaft was issued in a new colour 5c grey violet with price beneath the indicium: Pr. 6 Ct. (E37). Two years later in
1927 there was another change of colour to 5c red violet with the price beneath the indicium: Pr. 6 Cr. (E38).
Another rate change resulted in the overprinting of Tell’s 10c green, with three black obliterator bars across the 10
and 7½ beneath and price Pr. 8 Ct. on the remaining stocks of the 1921 issue of Tell (E39) and the 1924 stocks of
Tell with price of wrapper beneath (E40). These temporary issues were replaced later in 1928 with the issue of the
son of Tell with bow beneath the shaft 7½c green and price beneath the indicium Pr. 6 Ct. (E41). Another postal
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rate reduction for wrappers in 1930 to 5c resulted in the overprinting of the 1928 stocks with black 5 and three
short bars obliterating the previous denomination and two bars across the price and replaced with Pr. 6 Ct. (E42).
In July of that year a new colour of the son of William Tell in a narrower format of 110mm was issued in greyish
green with price beneath the indicium Pr. 6 Ct. (E43). This was replaced in January 1934 with a 5c light green with
price beneath the indicium obliterated with two bars in green (E44). In September of the same year the wrapper
width was reduced further to 90mm and issued as 5c light green (E45).
The last design used on wrappers was the national Edelweiss flower of Switzerland appearing on 4 th December
1938 in the same width of 90mm and 5c green (E46). Unlike the later post office postal stationery wrappers of
many other countries, this particular issue and its successor are relatively plentiful. It took a decade for the colour
change to 5c brown on 1st December 1948 (E47) and then a further six years before text was added some distance

E1: 1871

E2: 1871

E3: 1873

E4: 1873

E5/7: 1873/5

E6/8: 1873/5

E9/11: 1883/96

E10: 1883

E12/15: 1897/02

E13: 1897

E14/16/16a:
1899/02

E17/19: 1908/07

E18/20/21:
1908/07

E22/24: 1908/9

E23/25/28/45
1908/9/15/34

E26: 1915

E31: 1821
E27: 1915

E29: 1916

E30: 1917

E32: 1925

E33: 1921

E34: 1921

E35: 1924

E36: 1924

E37: 1925

E38: 1927

E39: 1928

E40: 1928

E41: 1928

E42: 1930

E46: 1938
E44: 1934
E43: 1930
Fig. 2. Indicia Used on Post Office Wrappers of Switzerland

E47/48/49:
1948/55/59
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above the indicium. The 1955 text on four lines is headed Achtung – Attention – Attenzione (note the two dashes)
(E48). The last wrapper issue of Switzerland appeared in 1959 with the same text and heading with the exception
of the omission of the second dash in the heading (E49). In July 1960 the sale of newspaper wrappers was
discontinued thus concluding a run of 89 years of this type of postal stationery.
Stamped To-Order

Fig. 3. Indicia Used on Stamped-to-Order issues

Fig. 4-1: Stamped-to-Order Wrapper for User G. R. Vatter

Fig. 4-2. Stamped-to-Order for User Gebrűder Roth

In addition to post office issues, the stamped-to-order facility is one where the post office stamps the paper
submitted by clients with an indicium or compound indicia. There are users of wrappers with requirements for
paper size and strength that do not coincide with the post office stock. Some business users have particular needs
for indicia values that do not correspond to post office issues. A detailed listing of 60 stamp-to-order varieties is
shown in Kosniowski. There were six indicia used in the production of these wrappers and these are shown as Fig.
3 above; no dates are given for these issues.
The first indicium is a numeral and cross design and issued in 5c green. The two William Tell issues of his son differ
from the post office issue of 1907 in several ways. The indicia are not embossed, the crossbow shows enhanced
detail, and the wrappers were produced with and without borders. There were two types: 2c olive and 5c green.
The Helvetia design was produced in four values and colours: 10c red, 12 ochre, 12c brown and 15c violet. The son
of William Tell design was produced also in 5c red-orange, 5c grey violet, 5c red violet and 7½c green. The William
Tell bust design was produced in a range of values: 10c green, 12c brown, 13c olive, 15c violet, 20c red violet, 20c
orange red, 25c orange red and 25c carmine. There are compound stampings to be found too, as well as stamping
added to post office issues. All of these wrappers are elusive, reflected in the fact that the Kosniowski catalogue
has recorded only 15 values for used types of the 60 indicia listed. Two examples are shown as Fig. 4. There are no
used examples in the database. (Part II of this article will appear in a future edition of the Newsletter.)
A REQUEST FROM THE EDITOR Two Editors of Swiss collectors societies' journals recently announced that they are
standing down. Like me, they appreciated and were reliant on their fellow members providing much of the
content of their productions. Please consider putting your pen to paper to ensure a healthy stock of new articles.
FORTHCOMING REGIONAL GROUP MEETINGS
Southern Group - Saturday 7th October 2017 – 'A Day of Members' Presentations and Q. and A. Sessions' – all
welcome. 10th March 2018 – subject to be determined. The other meetings next year will take place on 2 nd June
and 20th October 2018. The last-mentioned meeting coincides with a large Stamp Fair which is planned to take
place in Salisbury on 19th/20th October 2018. All meetings take place at the “The Three Crowns” P.H. Southampton
Road, Whaddon near Salisbury, SP5 3HB, just off the A36. Room open from 10 am - meeting starts 10.30 am –
lunch about 1 pm, followed by afternoon session – end of meeting no later than 4.00 pm. Further details from
Werner Gattiker: – Tel. 01273 845 501; website -werner@swisstamps.co.uk.
Northern Group - The programme for next season will commence on 4th November 2017 with 'New
Acquisitions/Members' Choice' ; followed by 'A Presentation by Mr. David Hope' 3 rd March 2018 and 'Members'
Choice' on 7th April 2018. For further details contact: David Hope - Tel. 0161 3030091.
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I recently received the 'Lists of Prices Realised' at this company's Swiss/Liechtenstein auction in June 2017. I quote
from their covering letter:
“Some sensational results. The offering of high-quality philatelic and postal history material, single lots as well as
collections, was met with impressive demand across almost all collecting areas. The top price of CHF 384,000 was
for the 'Renan cover': the 'Basle Dove' in a pair together with a federal 10 rappen Rayon II stamp!” They
recommend that “you take advantage of the excellent state of the market for high quality philatelic material!”
Some of the rarities auctioned are shown below with the price (including buyer's premium) realised. The Society
is grateful to Corinphila Auktionen AG for enabling them to be illustrated in our Newsletter.

Fig. 1 (left) Cover from Basel 1845, (the so-called 'Renan' cover) with a pair of Basler Taube 2½ Rappen in mixed franking
with a Federal 1850 stamp, a Rayon II. CHF 384,000
Fig. 2 Cover of 1854 from Sargans, three quarters of a Strubel 20 Rappen, used as a 15 Rappen franking. CHF 27,600

Fig. 3 (left) Zürich 1843, 'Zürich 6' on a triangular folded letter to the well-known astronomer and mathematician Johann
Rudolf Rordorf in Asser-Sihl. CHF 22,900
Fig. 4 Cover of 1854 to Paris with mixed franking of a Rayon I light blue 5 Rappen and a vertical pair of Strubel 15 Rappen
(from the Jack Luder Collection). CHF 40,800

ANOTHER NEW MEMBER – A warm welcome to our latest new member, Mr. David Huckett, who is based on the
Continent. Like all our members, I'm sure he would be given a very warm welcome at the Annual National
Meeting next April, one of our regional meetings in the Autumn (ref. P. 85) and/or join fellow members at the
Swiss event at the 'Royal Philatelic Society London' on 28 th September (for details see the August edition P. 77).
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RICHARD DONITHORN

16 members attended this meeting in Whaddon, 3 miles south of Salisbury, organised by Werner Gattiker and
hosted by Bob Medland. The members present were treated to a very diverse programme which turned out to be
truly memorable – widening even further their knowledge of the range of collecting areas that can be explored
through Swiss Philately.
The Main Presentation: 'Alison Entertains' - Alison Kilpatrick
Our Packet Secretary, Alison certainly lived up to the promise in the title of her presentation: 'Alison Entertains' ,
presenting well over 100 frames from her marvellous collection or, more precisely, numerous diverse collections
packed with gems.
Alison emphasised that she collected purely for enjoyment, particularly the pleasure of the “chase” for elusive
material, even 'though her researches were constantly discovering new “gaps” in her collection. Her father was a
keen collector and she remembers first becoming fascinated with the missing 't' on one of his British Christmas
stamps. She soon became bowled over with the subjects and beauty of the Swiss charity stamps and began to
collect those Pro Juventute items which she found particularly attractive – PJ stamps, booklets, sets of postal
stationery cards and unstamped cards (preferably in their original envelopes) and even PJ 'phone cards. Her
favourites were the, so called, PJ “Brieflis” i.e. small “ladies-size”, unstamped envelopes with an attractive
vignette, containing an exquisite small picture card or letter sheet. A new design was issued each year from 1926
to 1961, their demise possibly being related to the introduction of mail sorting machines which could not cope
with such small covers. She was greatly helped in her collecting when she discovered Herbert Schad's little,
profusely illustrated catalogue of all things “PJ Briefli 1926-1960” (in full colour and also containing details and
pictures of all the PJ machine slogan cancels).
Although, she is still trying to “fully complete” her “standard collections” of Pro Juventute items and Stamp Day
cards and covers, fairly early on in her collecting life she began to come across and be fascinated by “unusual
items”. Starting with Postage Due covers with invalid PJ stamps, she soon discovered 'War-time Mail', including a
PJ briefli card censored by the SS and a cover from Switzerland to Germany where the censor had obeyed the
sender's request written on the front: “Please do not cover the charity stamps” by cutting the tape around them.
Having introduced her audience to her collecting habits with a beautiful five-frame display of colourful and very
arty charity items, in a further 16 plus frames, Alison proceeded to explain to them why she was so interested in
the complexities of Censored Mail and two other particular aspects of War-time Mail – correspondence sent
through the International Red Cross (IRC) and to other Undercover Addressees. The material she presented turned
out to be a true revelation to many members in the audience and deserves a separate article which will appear
later in the year.
Competition Winners
Mike Sharp– Moore Trophy winner
A brief descriptive summary of the competition entry illustrating the early postal history of the Interlaken
Oberhasli region (1813 -1863 ) was featured in the June 2017 edition of the HPS Newsletter. This was the first time
that Mike had written up and exhibited material, a personal landmark after 25 years membership of the HPS. He
writes:
“The investigative research process was both a pleasure and educational, but not without difficulties. The study
highlighted several issues which require careful attention and interpretation on correspondence when examining
early postal material prior to the introduction of a Federal Postal Service in 1849. Following the brief postal
administration of the Helvetic Republic, fragmented commercial services prevailed. In Canton Bern, the Fischer
Service prevailed until 1832 when other local arrangements prevailed when new postal accounting postal depots
were opened, for example at Unterseen and Meiringen.
Designated postal routes, each piece of mail marked by an ink stamp at a designated postal depot, were
introduced from 1805. An excellent point of reference is the book: 'Postroutenstempel Der Schweiz 1805-1881' by
Martin Gasser.
The Federal Constitution of 1848 brought the establishment of a common national currency based on the
Genevan use of the French monetary system. Prior to this, the diversity of currency usage and the confusing
nomenclature of tariff marks mail moving beyond local administrative boundaries remains a challenge. In Bern,
the Schweizerfranken divisible into Batzen(10) and Kreuzter(40) was in use.
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A study of the written content of some correspondence was helpful where date references compensate for
obscured obliterations and give insight into the social and economic issues of the day. However, although the
French written word, if legible, is not dissimilar to the modern language, the same cannot be said of the German
language. Alte Deutsche Handschriften is exceptional. Attempts both to decipher the script and translate it were
frequently unsuccessful . Many Swiss citizens would have the same difficulty. The website ‘altdeutche-schrift.de‘
illustrates the challenge.”
Mike is intending to improve and expand this study but, he says, “like everything else it is a work in progress”.
Marc Burgess - Helvetia Cup winner
The subject of Marc's competition entry, UPU Commemorative stamps, featured in a detailed article in the
October 2016 edition of the HPS Newsletter (Pages 94-96). Marc began collecting 30 years ago when he obtained
a significant stock of these stamps from the stamp dealer, Ian Gilchrist. They were the first commemorative
stamps produced by the PTT. Despite being valid for only 6 months, such was the demand, that there were three
separate printings: 'A', 'B' and 'C' – each one producing a range of different perforation types, 'flaws' and other
characteristics.
The relatively reasonable prices demanded for examples of many of the 'types' and the fact that they were
produced in counter sheets of 25 stamps seemed to Marc, at first, to provide the opportunity to plate some
sheets. However, despite having a wealth of knowledge of individual stamps (particularly from the illustrations of
some of the plate defects in Zumstein Specialised catalogues) and obtaining several blocks and part-sheets, he is
disappointed that he has managed to recreate only one fully-completed, plated counter sheet.
Nevertheless he has amassed a very impressive collection, significant parts of which were illustrated in the
aforementioned Newsletter article and made up his winning competition entry. They include several quite
unusual items.
If you are interested in starting a collection, rarities Marc suggests you look out for are the 25c 'C' printing of
which only 4,000 copies were issued. They are very rarely seen used. A tip - he had once been informed by a
dealer that they were most likely to be found on mixed frankings on covers. Issue B stamps with missing
perforations are also well worth searching for.
Other Members' Displays

Fig. 1

Fig. 3

Fig. 2

Fig. 4
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Eric Lienhard – UPU postal stationery cards, including examples of 15 different printing flaws on the enlarged,
printed impression of the 5c green stamp. He pointed out that flawed images are more common on the 10c red
stamp of the postal stationery card than unflawed images.
Items from his eclectic 'William Tell' collection including: Tell illustrated on commemorative stamps of Grenada,
Uruguay and the Phillipines (set of three); the ring-tone on his mobile telephone of several bars of Rossini's
Wiliam Tell Overture and several illustrated postcards related to its composer Rossini. He finished with his latest
finds from the 1939 National Exhibition – slogan postmarks and a meter-mark which he described as rarer than
hen's teeth; with the names of particular firms on the cover (see Figs. 1-3 on the previous page) plus a rare perfin
on a stamp from the Exhibition set.
Richard Donithorn – Illustrated through stamps and cards some of his recent attempts to navigate a section of the
Swiss Tourist Board's official route of the 'Tour of Switzerland' in Cantons Vaud, Jura and Neuch âtel. Several
“tourist locations” caught his attention including: The world-renowned watchmaking area and home of Le
Corbusier, La Chaux de Fonds. Fig. 4 (on the previous page) is an aerial photograph on the reverse of a souvenir
postal stationery card commemorating the famous NHORA (Navigation Horlogére Aérienne) flight from Basel to La
Chaux de Fonds in May 1926. The watch- and clock-making town suffered a disastrous fire in 1794. It was
redesigned in 1835 by Charles-Henri Junod to a rectangular grid pattern with identical rows of four-storey
buildings, the windows of the watchmakers' workshops aligned to maximise the amount of sunlight. The town
was awarded World Heritage status by UNESCO in 2009, with nearby Le Locle, described as “outstanding examples
of mono-industrial manufacturing towns/urban planning”.
No Swiss stamps have yet been issued to specifically acknowledge the designation of this area as a World Heritage
site, but the two shown in Fig. 5 below highlight Le Corbusier and the International Clock/Watch Museum. Six of
Switzerland's World Heritage sites have been celebrated with a stamp at or near the time of their designation –
see Z1096-1100 and 1137. The others, which were not honoured in this way, being the Lavaux Vineyard Terraces
on the shores of Lake Geneva, the Rhaetian Railway in the Albula/Bernina Landscape, the Tectonic Arena, Sardona
and the sites of the Prehistoric Lakeside Settlements in Switzerland. It's a good challenge to find stamps or other
philatelic items which feature these sites, either directly or indirectly. And a tip from Richard - the massive modern
museum, the 'Laténium' Neuchâtel, which brings the ancient lakeside settlements to life is well worth a visit.
On another topic, on his travels Richard tracked down Grandson's Romanesque Parish Church of St. Jean Baptiste,
famous for its carved motifs capping seven of its marbled pillars. One example, the 'Lions' theme, is shown in Fig.
6 and Fig. 7 shows the subjects on the two 'Architectural Features' definitives Sfr.1.70 'St George and the Dragon',
Sfr.1.20 'Eagle'.

Fig. 5

Fig. 6

Fig. 7

Ted Stern – showed attractive black and white postcards illustrating the great religious reformer Calvin and the
buildings and institutions which figured in his life, including the church in which he first preached in Geneva, his
chair now in Geneva Cathedral, Geneva University and the 'Reformation Wall' which features statues of many
church reformers including Jean Calvin, Théodore de Bèze, John Knox and Guillaume Farel.
Fred Hoadley – presented a wide range of commercial airmail letters from and to different parts of Europe and the
wider world in the early years of commercial airmail services. Examples included covers carried by Swiss Air, Air
France, etc. on standard airline services. Also some pioneer flight mail such as a cover carried by Mittelholzer on
his Third Swiss Africa Flight in December 1930.
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Bob Medland – featured covers to Switzerland from diverse parts of the African continent - Egypt, Ivory Coast,
South West Africa, Madagascar, Burundi and the Belgian Congo (with beautiful stamps printed by Waterlow). Also
a cover from South Africa (then a German colony) sent to Switzerland via Germany in 1916. Bob had attempted,
as usual with considerable success, to research and understand the reasoning behind the Swiss postal officers'
calculations to arrive at the postage due stamps applied to each cover. The first step of identifying what the
correct postal rate should be was made doubly difficult by the obscure locations from/to which the items had
travelled.
Paul Jenkins – presented some of his coloured illustrations on postcards of Canton Graubunden – see separate
article in the July 2017 edition of the HPSN.
Claude Mistely – gave the Vote of Thanks, remarking that: “the displays proved, once again, the wealth of material
and knowledge amongst our Society's membership. Particular thanks are due to Alison for showing us some of her
beautiful collection and managing to link together no less than six high-quality 'mini-displays' on six diverse
subjects in a charming and expert way.”
The Society is grateful to Swiss Post for enabling it to reproduce illustrations of their products.

RESPONSES TO QUERY ON 'CENSORED MAIL'

EDITOR

My sincere apologies to Alan Green for mistakenly attributing his article on 'Censored Mail' to Alan Johnson (HPSN
July 2017 Page 65). Alan (Green) has been a loyal and much appreciated contributor to our Newsletter over the
years. Members will recall Alan's article on the 'Correspondence of the Bureau International d'Éducation' (HPSN
July 2016) which was based on the Heinz Katcher Memorial display which he presented at the Annual Meeting
that year. Also his 5-part article on the 'Postal History of Adelboden' published in the Newsletter between June
and October 2014.
We received two responses to the query he raised in his 'Censored Mail' article regarding the route that would
have been taken to deliver his cover from Zürich to Palestine posted on 29 th August 1944. David Hope writes: "the
letter to Palestine in 1944 would have gone by air Stuttgart - Wien – Sofia. From Sofia it would have gone by train
via Turkey and either Syria or Iraq".
Charles LaBlonde writes: "Alan has succinctly captured what the rest of us expend thousands of words to
describe! His cover for information is very interesting and not easy. I went to the Swiss Postal Bulletin for August
1944 and looked at Palestine. We find Zürich to Stuttgart (air), Stuttgart to Vienna by rail, Vienna to Sofia by air,
and that is it. The ultimate destination shown is Beirut but no specific route is given. I suppose that one must
assume surface, as available
Because the letter was so late in August I went to the September 1944 Swiss Postal Bulletin. Two routes are given:
1. Zürich to Beirut via Sofia as above. 2. Basel, Stuttgart to Madrid. Madrid to Tangier to Casablanca to Algiers to
Cairo and then available means. This is an interesting part of the world towards the end of the War.”

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

•
Liechtenstein also available.
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